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TO 
Mr.  Henry  Davis,  Bookfeller,  in  London. 


ABERGAVENNY,  AUG.  4. 
RESPECTED   SIRJ 

IHave  received  youf  efteemed  favour  of  the  i3th  ultimo,  whereby  it 
appeareth,  that  you  have  perufed  thofe  fame  Letters,  the  which  were 
delivered  unto  you  by  my  friend  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hugo  Behn;  and 
I  am  pleafed  to  find  you  think  they  may  be  printed  with  a  good  profpecl 
of  fuccefs;  in  as  much  as  the  objections  you  mention,  I  humbly  conceive, 
are  fuch  as  may  be  redargued,  if  not  entirely  removed.   And,  firft,  in  the 
firft  place,  as  touching  what  profeciltions  may  arife  from  printing  the 
private  correfpondence  of  perfons  ftill  living,  give  me  leave,  with  all  due 
fubmiffion,  to  obferve,  that  the  Letters  in  queftion  were  not  written  and 
fent  under  the  feal  of  fecrecy;  that  they  have  no  tendency  to  the  mala 
fama,  or  prejudice  of  any  perfon  whatfoever;  but  rather  to  the  informa- 
tion and  edification  of  mankind:  fo  that  it  becometh  a  fort  of  duty 
to  promulgate  them  in  ufum publicum.     Befides,  I  have  confulted  Mr. 
Davy  Higgins,  an  eminent  attorney  of  this  place,  who,  after  due  in- 
fpeciion  and  confideration,  declareth,  That  he  doth  not  think  the  faid 
Letters  contain  any  matter  which  will  be  held  actionable  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.     Finally,  if  you  and  I  mould  come  to  aright  underftanding, 
I  do  declare,  in  <verbofacerdotis,  that,  in  cafe  of  any  fuch  profecwtion,  I 
will  take  the  whole  upon  my  own  moulders,  even  quoad  fine  and  impri- 
fonment ;  though,  I  mud  confefs,  1  mould  not  care  to  undergo  flagella- 
tion: tarn  ad  tttrfituainem,  quam  ad  amaritudinem  pcena  fpefians.     Se- 
condly, concerning  the  perfon?.!  refentment  of  Mr.  Juflice  Lifmahago, 
I    may  fay,    non  flocci,  facio — I  would    not  willingly    villipend  any 
Chriftian,  if  peradventure  he  deferveth  that  epithet:  albeit,  I  am  much 
furprized  that  more  care  is  not  taken  to  exclude  from  the  commiffiou 
«11  fuch  vagrant  foreigners  as  may  be  juftly  fufpedledof  difail'edion  to 
our  happy  confiitution,  in  church  and  ftate.    God  forbid  that  I  mould 
be  fo  uncharitable  as  to  affirm  pofitively,  that  the  faid  Lifmahago  is  no 
better  than  a  Jefuit  in  difguife;  but  this  I  will  aftert  and  maintain, 
totis  --uirilms,  that,  from  the  day  he  qualified,  he  has  never  once  been 
feen  intra  templi  parities ,  that  is  to  fay,  within  the  parilh-church. 

^Thirdly,  with  refped  to  what  patted  at  Mr.  Kendal's  table,  when  the 
faid  Lifmahago  was  fo  brutal  in  his  reprehenfions,  I  muft  inform  you, 
my  good  Sir,  that  I  was  obliged  to  retire,  not  by  fear  arifmg  from  his 
minatory  reproaches,  which,  as  I  faid  above,  I  value  not  of  a  ruih;  but 
from  the  fudden  effeft  produced -by  a  barbel's  row,  which  I  had  eaten 
at  dinner,  not  knowing,  that  the  faid  ro.\v  is  at  certain  feafons  violently 
cathartic,  as  Galen  ob/erveth  in  his  chapter  *^  K^, 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  and  laflly,  with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  I  got 
poffeflion  of  thefe  Letters,  it  is  a  circumftance  that  concerns  my  own 
confcience  only:  fufficeth  it  to  fay,  I  have  fully  fatisfied  the  parties  in 
whofe  cuftody  they  were;  and,  by  this  time,  I  hope,  I  have  alfo  fa- 
tisfied you  in  fuch  ways,  that  the  laft  hand  may  be  put  to  our  agree- 
ment, and  the  work  proceed  with  all  convenient  expedition;  in  which 
hope  I  reft,  refpeded  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 
JONATHAN    DUSTWICH* 


P.  S.  I  propofe,  Deo  volente,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  yc*u  in  the 
great  city,  towards  All-hallow-tide;  when  I  fhall  be  glad  to  treat 
with  you  concerning  a  parcel  of  MS.  fermons,  of  a  certain  clergy- 
man deceafed;  a  cake  of  the  right  leaven,  for  the  prefent  tafte  of 
the  public.  VcYbumJapientit  &c. 

J.I* 


Reverend  Mr.  Jonathan  Duftwich,  at 


I  Received  yours  in  courfe  of  poft,  and  ftiall  be  glad  to  treat  with 
you  for  the  MS.  which  I  have  delivered  to  your  friend  Mr.  Behn; 
but  can  by  no  means  comply  with  the  terms  prcpofed.  Thcfe  things 
are  fo  uncertain.  Writing  is  all  a  lottery.  I  have  been  a  lofer  by  the 
worksof  the  greateft  men  of  the  age.  I  could  mention  particulars,  and 
name  names,  but  do  not  chufe  it.  The  tafte  of  the  town  is  fo  change- 
able. Then  there  have  been  fo  many  letters  upon  travels  lately  pub- 
limed:  what  between  Smollett's,  Sharp's,  Derrick's,  ThicknefTe's, 
Baltimore's,  and  Barretti's,  together  with  Shandy's  Sentimental  Tra- 
vels, the  publick  feems  to  be  cloyed  with  that  kind  of  entertainment. 
Neverthelefs,  I  will,  if  you  pleafe,  run  therifqueof  printing  and  pub- 
liming,  and  you  mall  have  half  the  profits  of  the  impreffion.  You  need 
not  take  the  trouble  to  bring  up  your  fermons  on  my  account;  nobody 
reads  fermons  but  Methodifts  and-Diflenters.  Befides,  for  my  own  part, 
I  am  quite  a  ftranger  to  that  fort  of  reading;  and  the  two  perfons 
whole  judgment  I  depended  upon  in  thefe  matters  areout  of  the  way: 
one  is  gone  abroad,  carpenter  of  a  man  of  war ;  and  the  other  has  been 
filly  enough  to  abfcond,  in  order  to  avoid  a  profecutionfor  blafphemy. 
I  am  a  great  lofer  by  his  going  off;  he  has  left  a  manual  of  devotion 
half  finimed  on  my  hands,  after  having  received  money  for  the  whole 
copy.  He  was  the  foundeft  divine,  and  had  the  moll  orthodox  pen,  of 
all  my  people;  and  I  never  knew  his  judgment  fail,  butia  flying  from 
his  bread  and  butter  on  this  occafion. 

By  owning  you  was  not  put  in  bodily  fear  by  Lifmahago,  you  pre- 
clude yourfelf  from  the  benefit  of  a  good  plea,  over  and  above  the  ad- 
vantage of  binding  him  over.  In  the  late  war,  I  inferted  in  my  even- 
ing paper  a  paragraph  that  came  by  the  poft,  reflecting  upon  the  beha- 
viour of  a  certain  regiment  in  battle.  An  officer  of  laid  regiment 
came  to  my  Ihop,  and,  in  the  prefence  of  my  wife  and  journeyman, 
threatened  to  cut  off  my  ears.  As  I  exhibited  marks  of  bodily  fear 
more  ways  than  one,  to  the  conviction  of  the  bye-ftanders,  I  bound  him 
over;  my  action  lay,  and  I  recovered.  As  for  flagellation,  you  have 
nothing  to  fear,  and  nothing  to  hope,  on  that  head.  There  has  been 
but  one  printer  flogged  at  the  cart's  tail  thefe  thirty  years  ;  that  was 
Charles  Watfon;  and  he  affured  me  it  was  no  more  than  a  flea-bite. 

C S has  been  threatened  feveral  times  by  the  Houfeof  L ; 

but  it  came  to  nothing.     If  an  information  mould  be  moved  for,  and 
granted  againft  you,  as  the  editor  of  thofe  letters,  I  hope  you  will  have 

honcilv 
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honefty  and  wit  enough  to  appear  and  take  your  trial.  If  you  fhould  be 
fentenced  to  the  pillory,  your  fortune  is  made.  As  times  go,  that  is  a 
fure  Hep  to  honour  and  preferment.  I  fhall  think  myfelf  happy  if  I 
can  lend  you  a  lift;  and  am,  very  fincerely, 

Yours, 

HENRY    DAVIS. 
I,O»D£».T,  AUG.  xoth. 


Pleafe  my  kind  fervice  to  your  neighbour,  my  coufm  Maddoc.  I 
have  fent  an  Almanack  and  Court  Kalendar,  diredled  for  him  at 
Mr.  Button's,  bookfeller,  in  Gloucefter,  carriage- paid;  which  he 
will  pleafe  to  accept  as  a  fmall  token  of  my  regard.  My  wife, 
who  is  very  fond  of  toafted  cheefe,  prefents  her  compliments  to 
him,  and  begs  to  know  if  there  is  any  of  that  kind,  which  he  was 
ib  good  as  to  fend  us  lafl  Chriftmas,  to  be  fold  in  London. 
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VOLUME    THE     FIRST. 


to  t>R.  LEWIS., 


DOCTOR, 


T 


3*  thing;    I 
£     fwallowfn 


are 

might  as  well 
fwallowfnow-balls  to  coot 
\,  my  reins.  I  have  told  you 
c  ^*  over  and  over  how  hard  I 
am  to  move  ;  and,  at  this 
time  of  day,  I  ought  to  know  fomething 
of  my  own  conftitution.  Why  will  you 
be  fo  pofitive  ?  Pr'ythee  fend  me  another 
prefcripticn.  I  am  as  lame  and  as  much 
tortured  in  all  my  limbs  as  if  I  was  broke 
upon  the  wheel.  Indeed,  I  am  equally 
diftrefled  in  mind  and  body.  As  if  I  had 
not  plagues  enough  of  my  own,  thofe 
children  of  my  fifter  are  left  me  for  a  per- 
petual fource  of  vexation.  What  bufinefs 
have  people  to  get  children  to  plague 
their  neighbours  ?  A  ridiculous  incident 
that  happened  yefterday  to  my  niece  Lid- 
dy,  has  diibrdered  me  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  I  expeft  to  be  laid  up  with  another 
fit  of  the  gout.  Perhaps  I  ttiay  explain 
myfelf  in  my  next.  1  mall  fet  out  to- 
morrow morning  for  the  Hot  Well  at 
Brillcl  ;  where,  I  am  afraid,  I  mall  (lay 
longer  than  I  could  wifti.  On  the  receipt 
of  this,  fend  Williams  thither,  with  my 
faddle-horfe  and  the  demi  pique.  Tell 
Barns  to  threfh  out  the  two  old  ricks,  and 
fend  the  corn  to  market,  and  fell  it  off  to 
the  poor  at  a  (hilling  a  bufhel  under 


market-price.  I  have  received  a  fnivel* 
ing  letter  from  Griffin,  offering  to  make 
a  publick  fubmiflion,  and  pay  cofts.  I 
want  none  of  his  fubmiflions ;  neither 
will  I  pocket  any  of  his  money.  The  fel- 
low is  a  bad  neighbour,  and  I  defire  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him :  but  as  he 
is  purfe -proud,  he  mail  pay  for  his  info- 
lence.  Let  him  give  five  pounds  to  the 
poor  of  the  parifti,  and  I  will  withdraw 
my  action ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  you 
may  telr  Prig  to  ftcp  proceedings.  Let 
Morgan's  widow  have  the  Alderney  cow, 
and  forty  (hillings  to  cloath  her  children ; 
but  do  not  fay  a  fyllable  of  the  matter  to 
any  living  foul:  I  will  make  her  pay 
when  (he  is  able.  I  deiire  you  will  lock 
up  all  my  drawers,  and  keep  the  keys 
till  meeting;  and  be  fure  you  take  the 
iror  -cheft  with  my  papers  into  your  own 
cuilody.  Forgive  all  this  trouble  from, 
dear  Lewis,  your  affectionate 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
GLOUCESTER,  APRIL  a. 


TO  MRS.   GWYLLIM,    HOUSEKEEPER 
AT  BRAMBLETON-KALL. 

MRS.  GWYLLIM, 

WHEN  this  cums  to  hand,  be  fure 
to  pack  up  in  the  trunk  male  that 
(lands  in  my  clofet,  to  be  fcnt  me  in  the 
Briilol  waggon  without  lei's  of  rime,  the 
B  following 
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following  articles,  viz.  my  rofe-collard 
neglejay,  with  green  robins ;  my  yellow 
damafk,  and  my  black  velvet  iiiit,  with 
the  mort  hoop ;  my  bloo  quilted  petticot; 
my  green  manteel;  my  laced  apron;  my 
French  commode;  Macklin  head  and 
lappets ;  and  the  litel  box  with  my  jowls. 
Williams  may  bring  over  my  bum-daffee, 
and  the  viol  with  the  eafmgs  of  Dr.  Hill's 
dock -water,  and  Chowder's  lackfitif; 
The  poor  creature  has  been  terribly  con- 
ftuprated  ever  fmce  we  left  huom.  Pray 
take  particular  care  of  the  houle-while  the 
family  is  abfent.  Let  there  be  a  fire  con- 
ftantly  kept  in  my  brother's  chamber  and 
mine.  The  maids,  having  nothing  to  do, 
may  be  fat  a  fpinning.  I  defire  you'll 
$lap  a  pad-luck  on  the  wind-feller,  and 
let  none  of  the  men  have  excefs  to  the 
ftrongr  bear.  Don't  forget  to  have  the 
gate  mil  every  evening  before  dark.  The 
gardnir  and  the  hind  may  lie  below  in  the 
landry,  to  partake  the  houfe,  with  the 
blunderbufs  and  the  great  dog;  and  I 
hope  you'll  have  a  watchfull  eye  over  the 
maids.  I  know  that  huffy,  Mary  Jones, 
loves  to  be  rumping  with  the  men.  Let 
me  know  if  Alderney's  calf  be  fould  yet, 
and  what  he  fought ;  if  the  ould  goole  be 
fitting ;  and  if  the  cobler  has  cut  Dicky, 
and  how  the  pore  anemil  bore  the  opera- 
tion. No  more  at  prefent;  but  relts, 
yours, 

TABITHA  BRAMBLE. 
GLOSTAR,  APR  IL  a. 


TO  MRS.  MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLE- 
TON-HALL. 

DEAR   MOLLY, 

HEAVING  this  importunity,  I  fend 
my  love  to  you  and  Saul,  being  in 
good  health,  and  hoping  to  hear  the  fame 
from  you }  and  that  you  and  Saul  vyill . 
take  my  poor  kitten  to  bed  with  you  tV.is 
cold  weather.  We  have  been  all  in  a  fad 
taking  here  at  Gloftar.  Mifs  Liddy  had 
like  to  have  run  away  with  a  player-man, 
and  young  mafter  and  he  would  adone 
themfelves  a  milchief ;  but  the  fquire  ap- 
plied to  the  mare,  and  they  were  bound 
over.  Miftrefs  bid  me  not  fpeak  a  word 
of  the  matter  to  any  Chriitian  foul :  no 
more  I  (hall;  for  we  fervint-,  mould  fee 
all  and  fry  nothing.  But,  what  was  worfc 
than  all  this,  Chowder  has  had  the  mif- 
fulune  to  be  worried  by  a  butcher's 
:ne  home  in  a  terrible  pickle. 
.  with  the  Utcrifli&j  but 


they  foon  went  off.  The  doctor  was  fait 
for  to  Chowder,  and  he  fubfcribed  a  re- 
pofitory,  which  did  him  great  fervice. 
Thank  God,  he  is  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  do  well.  Pray  take  care  of  my  box 
and  the  pillyber,  and  put  them  under 
your  own  bed ;  for,  I  do  fuppofe,  Ma- 
dam Gwyllim  will  be  a  prying  into  my 
fecrets,  now  my  back  is  turned.  John 
Thomas  is  in  good  health,  but  fulky. 
The  fquire  gave  away  an  ould  coat  to  a 
poor  man;  and  John  fays  as  how  tis 
robbing  him  of  his  parquifites.  I  told 
him,  by  his  agreement  he  was  to  receive 
no  vails ;  but  he  fays  as  how  there's  a 
difference  betwixt  vails  and  parquifites  : 
and  fo  there  is  for  fartain.  We  are  all 
going  to  the  Hot  Well ;  where  I  mail 
drink  your  health  in  a  glafs  of  water ; 
being,  dear  Molly,  your  humble  fervant 
to  command, 

W.  JENKINS. 

GLOSTAR,  APRIL  ad. 


TO.  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

BEAR   PHILLIPS, 

AS  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than 
to  convince  you  I  am  incapable  of 
forgetting  or  neglecting  the  friendfhip  I 
made  at  college,  I  now  begin  that  corre- 
fpondence  by  letters  which  you  and  I 
agreed,  at  parting,  to  cultivate.  I  begin 
it  fooner  than  I  intended,  that  you  may 
have  it  in  your  power  to  refute  any  idle 
reports  which  may  be  circulated  to  my 
prejudice  at  Oxford,  touching  a  foolifh 
quarrel,  in  which  I  have  been  involved 
on  account  of  my  fifter,  who  had  been 
fome  time  fettled  here  in  a  boarding- 
fchool.  When  I  came  hither  with  my 
uncle  and  aunt  (who  are  our  guardians) 
to  fetch  her  away,  I  found  her  a  fine, 
tall  girl,  of  fcventeen,  with  an  agreeable 
perfoa ;  but  remarkably  limple,  and  quite 
ignorant  of  the  world.  This  difpofition, 
and  want  of  experience,  had  expofed  her 
to  the  addreiFes  of  a  pevfon  (I  know  not 
what  to  call  him)  who  had  feen  her  at  a 
play ;  and,  with  a  confidence  and  dexte- 
rity peculiar  to  hinvfelf,  found  means  to 
be  recommended  to  her  arquaintance.  It 
was  by  the  greateft  accident  I  intercepted 
one  of  his  letters.  As  it  was  my  duty  to 
ftifie  this  correspondence  in  it's  birth,  I 
made  it  my  bufmels  to  find  him  out,  and 
t-.-ll  him  very  freely  my  fentimenrs  of  the 
matter.  The  fpik  did  not  like  the  itile 

I  ulevi. 
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I  ufed,  and  behaved  with  abundance  of 
mettle.  Though  his  rank  in  life  (which, 
by  the  bye,  I  am  afhamed  to  declare)  did 
not  entitle  him  to  much  deference;  yet, 
as  his  behaviour  was  remarkably  Spirited, 
I  admitted  him  to  the  privilege  of  a  gen- 
tleman j  and  fomething  might  have  hap- 
pened, had  not  we  been  prevented.  In 
Ihort,  the  bufiiif  Is  took  air,  I  know  not 
how,  and  made  abundance  of  noife.  Re- 
•courfe  was  had  to  juftice :  I  was  obliged 
to  give  my  word  and  honour,  &c.  and 
to-moiTow  morning  we  fet  out  for  Briftol 
Wells,  where  I  expect  to  hear  from  you 
by  the  return  of  the  poft.  I  have  got  into 
a  family  of  -originals,  whom  I  may  one 
day  attempt  to  defcribe  for  your  amufe- 
ment.  My  aunt, Mrs.  TabithaBramble, 
is  a  maiden  of  forty-five,  exceedingly 
ftarched,  vain,  and  ridiculous.  My  uncle 
is  an  odd  kind  of  humorift,  always  on 
the  fret,  and  fo  unpleafant  in  his  manner, 
that,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  keep  him 
company.  I  would  refign  all  claim  to  the 
inheritance  of  his  eftate.  Indeed,  his  be- 
ing tortured  by  the  gout  may  have  foured 
his  temper;  and,  perhaps,  I  may  like 
him  better  on  farther  acquaintance.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  all  his  fervants  and  neighbours 
in  the  country  are  fond  of  him,  even  to 
a  degree  of  enthufiatm;  the  reafon  of 
which  I  cannot  as  yet  comprehend.  Re- 
member me  to  Griffy  Price,  Gwyn,  Man- 
fel,  Baffet,  and  all  the  reft  of  my  old 
Cambrian  companions.  Salute  the  bed- 
maker  in  my  name ;  give  my  fervice  to 
the  cook ;  and,  pray,  take  care  of  poor 
Ponto,  for  the  fake  of  "bis  old  mailer ; 
who  is,  and  ever  will  be,  dear  Phillips, 
your  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  fer- 
vant, 

JER.  MELFORD. 
GLOUCESTZR,  APRIL  2. 


TO   MRS.   JERMYN,    AT    HER   HOUSE 
IN  GLOUCESTER. 

DEAR    MADAM, 

HAV I N  G  no  mother  of  my  own,  I 
hope  you  will  give  me  leave  to 
•disburden  my  poor  heart  to  you,  who 
have  always  acted  the  part  of  a  kind  pa- 
rent to  me,  ever  fince  I  was  pxit  under 
your  care.  Indeed,  and  indeed,  my  wor- 
thy govemefs  may  believe  me,  when  I 
affure  her,  that  I  never  harboured  a 
thought  that  was  otherwife  than  virtuous ; 
2nd,  if  God  will  give  roe.  grace,  I  fhall 


n£ver  behave  fo  as  to  caft  a  reflection  on 
the  care  you  have  taken  in  my  educa- 
tion. I  confefs  I  have  given  juft  caufe 
of  offence  by  my  want  of  prudence  and 
experience.  I  ought  not  to  have  liftened 
to  what  the  young  man  faid ;  and  it  was 
my  duty  to  have  told  you  all  that  pafled ; 
but  I  was  afhamed  to  mention  it :  and 
then 'he  behaved  fo  modeft  and  refpect- 
ful,  and  feemed  to  be  fo  melancholy  and 
timorous,  that  I  could  not  find  in  my 
heart  to  do  any  thing  that  mould  make 
him  miserable  and  defperate.  As  for  fa- 
miliarities, I  do  declare,  I  never  once  al- 
lowed him  the  favour  of  a  falute ;  and  as 
to  the  few  letters  that  pafled  between  us, 
they  are  all  in  my  uncle's  hands ;  and  I 
hope  they  contain  nothing  contrary  to 
innocence  and  honour.  I  am  ftill  per- 
fuaded  that  he  is  not  what  he  appears  to 
be :  but  time  will  difcover.  Meanwhile, 
I  will  endeavour  to  forget  a  connexion 
which  is  fo  difpleafing  to  my  family.  I 
have  cried  without  ceafmg,  and  have  not 
tafted  any  thing  but  tea,  fince  I  was 
hurried  away  from  you ;  nor  did  I  once 
clofe  my  eyes  for  three  nights  running. 
My  aunt  continues  to  chide  me  feverely 
when  we  are  by  ourfelves ;  but  I  hope  to 
foften  her  in  time  by  humility  and  fub- 
tniffion.  My  uncle,  who  was  fo  dread- 
fully paffionate  in  the  beginning,  has 
been  moved  by  my  tears  and  diftrefs, 
and  is  now  all  tendernefs  and  compaf- 
fion;  and  my  brother  is  reconciled  to 
me,  on  my  promife  to  break  off  all  cor- 
refpondence  with  that  unfortunate  youth : 
but,  notwithstanding  all  their  indulgence, 
I  mall  have  no  peace  of  mind  till  I  know 
my  dear  and  ever-honoured  governefs 
has  forgiven  her  poor,  difconfolate,  for- 
lorn, affectionate,  humble  fervant,  till 
death, 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 
CLIFTON,  APRIL  6. 


TO    MISS     L^ETITIA    WILLIS,     AT 
GLOUCESTER. 

MY   DEAREST    LETTY, 

IAm  in  fuch  a  fright,  left  this  fhould 
not  come  fafe  to  hand  by  the  convey- 
ance of  Jarvis  the  carrier,  mat  I  beg  you 
will  write  me  on  the  receipt  of  it,  direct- 
ing to  me,  under  cover,  to  Mrs.  Wini^ 
fred  Jenkins,  my  aunt's  maid,  who  is  a 
good  girl,  and  has  been  fo  kind  to  me 
in  my  affliction,  that  I  have  made  her 
B  z  rny 
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my  confidante.  As  for  Jarvis,  he  was 
veiy  my  of  taking  charge  of  my  letter 
and  the  little  parcel,  becaufe  his  fifter 
Sally  had  like  to  have  loft  her  place  on 
my  account.  Indeed,  I  cannot  blame  the 
man  for  his  caution,  but  I  have  made  it 
worth  his  while.  My  dear  companion 
and  bed-fellow,  it  is  a  grievous  addition 
to  my  other  misfortunes  that  I  am  de- 
prived of  your  agreeable  company  and 
conversion,  at  a  time  when  I  need  fo 
much  the  comfort  of  your  good  humour 
and  good  fenfe :  but,  I  hope,  the  friend- 
ihip  we  contracted  at  boarding-fchool 
will  laft  for  life.  I  doubt  not  but  on  my 
fide  it  will  daily  increafe  and  improve,  as 
I  gain  experience,  and  learn  to  know  the 
value  of  a  true  friend.  O  my  dear  Letty ! 
xvhat  (hall  I  fay  about  poor  Mr. Wiifon  ? 
I  have  promifed  to  break  off  all  corre- 
fpondence,  and,  if  poffible,  to  forget  him ; 
but,  alas !  I  begin  to  perceive  that  will 
not  be  in  my  power.  As  it  is  by  no 
means  proper  that  the  pifture  fhould  re- 
main in  my  hands,  left  it  fliould  be  the 
occafion  of  more  mifchief,  I  have  fent  it 
to  vou  by  this  opportunity,  begging  you 
will  either  keep  it  fafe  till  better  times, 
or  return  it  to  Mr.  Wilfon  himfelf,  who, 
I  fuppofe,  will  make  it  his  bufmefs  to^ee 
you  at  the  ufual  place.  If  he  fhould  be 
low-fpirited  at  my  fending  back  his  pic- 
ture, you  may  tell  him  I  have  no  occafion 
for  a  picture,  while  the  original  continues 
engraved  on  my  — —  But,  no !  I  would 
not  have  you  tell  him  that  neither,  be- 
caufe there  muft  be  an  end  of  our  cor- 
refpondence.  I  wifh  he  may  forget  me, 
for  the  fake  of  his  own  peace;  and  yet, 
if  he  mould,  he  muft  be  a  barbarous  — — 
But  it  is  impoffible!  Poor  Wilfon  can- 
not be  falfe  and  inconftant!  I  befeech 
him  not  to  write1  to  me,  nor  attempt  to 
fee  me  for  fome  time;  for,  confidering 
the  refentment  and  paffionate  temper  of 
my  brother  Jery,  fuch  an  attempt  might 
be  attended  with  confcquences  which 
would  make  us  all  miferable  for  life.  JLet 
us  trull  to  time  and  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents ;  or  rather  to  that  Providence  which 
will  not  fail,  fooner  or  later,  to  reward 
thofe  that  walk  in  the  paths  of  honour 
and  virtue.  I  would  offer  my  love  to  the 
young  ladies ;  but  it  is  not  fit  that  any 
of  them  fhould  know  you  have  received 
this  letter.  If  we  go  to  Bath,  I  fhall  fend 
you  my  fimple  remarks  upon  that  fa- 
mous centre  of  pr.Tite  amuftment,  and 
every  other  place  we  may  chance  to  vifit ; 


and  I  flatter  myfelf  that  my  dear  MfTs 
Willis  will  be  punctual  in  anfwering  the 
letters  of  her  affectionate 

LYDIA  MELFOR.D. 
CLIFTON,  ATRIL  6. 


TO    DR.    LSWIS. 
DEAR    LZWtS, 

I  Have  followed  your  directions  with 
forrte  fuccefs,  and  might  have  been 
upon  my  legs  by  this  time,  had  the  wea- 
ther permitted  me  to  ufe  my  faddle- 
horfe.  I  rode  out  upon  the  Downs  iaft 
Tuefday,  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  flcy, 
as  far  as  the  vifible  horizon,  was  with- 
out a  cloud ;  but  before  I  had  gone  a 
full  mile,  I  was  overtaken  inftantaneoufly 
by  a  ftorm  of  rain  that  wet  me  to  the  fkin  in 
three  minutes.  Whence  it  came  the  devil 
knows ;  but  it  has  laid  me  up,  I  fuppofe, 
for  one  fortnight.  It  makes  me  lick  to 
hear  (people  talk  of  the  fine  air  upon 
Clifton  Downs.  How  can  the  air  be  ei- 
ther agreeable  or  falutary,  where  the  dx- 
mon  of  vapours  defcends  in  a  perpetual 
drizzle  ?  My  confinement  is  the  more  in- 
tolerable, as  I  am  furrounded  with  do- 
meftick  vexations.  My  niece  has  had  a 
dangerous  fit  of  illnefs,  occafioned  by 
that  curfed  incident  at  Gloucefter,  which 
I  mentioned  in  my  laft.  She  is  a  poor 
good-natured  fimpleton,  as  loft  as  but- 
ter, and  as  eafily  melted  :  not  that  fhe  is 
a  fool ;  the  girl's  part*  are  not  defpica- 
ble,  and  her  education  has  not  been  neg- 
Iccled ;  that  is  to  fay,  fhe  can  write  and 
fpell,  and  fpeak  French,  and  play  upon 
the  harpfichord ;  then  fhe  dances  finely, 
has  a  good  figure,  and  is  very  well  in- 
clined ;  but  fhe  is  deficient  in  fpirit,  and 
fo  fufceptible,  and  fo  tender,  forfooth! 
Truly,  fhe  has  got  a  languifhing  eye, 
and  reads  romances.  Then  there  is  her 
brother,  Squire  Jery,  a  pert  jackanapes, 
full  of  college  petulance  and  felf-conceit ; 
proud  as  a  German  count,  and  as  hot  and 
hafty  as  a  Welfh  mountaineer.  As  for 
that  fantaftical  animal  my  fifter  Tabby, 
you  are  no  ftranger  to  her  qualifications : 
I  vow  to  God,  fhe  is  fometimes  fo  in- 
tolerable, that  I  almoft  think  fhe  is  the 
devil  incarnate  come  to  torment  me  for 
my  fins;  and  yet  I  am  confcious  of  no 
fins  that  ought  to  entail  fuch  family- 
plagues  upon  me.  Why  the  devil  fhould 
not  I  Ihake  off  thefe  torments  at  once,  ? 

I  ant 
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I  an't  married  to  Tabby,  thank  Heaven ! 
nor  did  I  beget  the  other  two.  Let  them 
chnfe  another  guardian :  tor  my  part,  I 
an't  in  a  condition  to  take  care  of  myfelf, 
much  lefs  to  fuperintend  the  conduil  of 
giddy-headed  boys  and  girls.  You  ear- 
neftly  delire  to  know  the  particulars  of 
our  adventure  at  Gloucefter;  which  are 
briefly  thefe,  and  I  hope  they  will  go  no 
farther.  Liddy  had  been  ib  long  cooped 
up  in  a  boarding-fchool,  which,  next  to 
a  nunnery,  is  the  word  kind  of  iemmary 
that  ever  was  contrived  for  young  wo- 
men, that  (he  became  as  inflammable  as 
touch-wood ;  and  going  to  a  play  in 
holiday-time — 'Sdeath,  I  am  afhamed  to 
tell  you ! — (he  fell  in  love  with  one  of 
the  actors,  a  handfome  young  fellow,  that 
goes  by  the  name  of  Wilfon.  The  rafcal 
foon  perceived  the  impreffion  he  had 
made ;  and  managed  matters  fo  as  to  fee 
her  at  a  houfe  where  (he  went  to  drink 
tea  with  her  governefs.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  a  correlpondence  which 
they  kept  up  by  means  of  a  jade  of  a  mil- 
liner, who  made  and  dreffed  caps  for  the 
girls  at  the  boarding-fchool.  When  we 
arrived  at  Glonceiter,  Liddy  came  to  ftay 
at  lodgings  with  her  aunt,  and  Wilfon 
bribed  the  maid  to  deliver  a  letter  into 
her  own  hands ;  but  it  feems  Jery  had 
already  acquired  Ib  much  credit  with  the- 
maid,  (by  what  means  he  bed  knows) 
that  (he  carried  the-letter  to  him ;  and  fo 
the  whole  plot  was  difcovered.  The  ram 
boy,  without  laying  a  word  of  the  matter 
to  me,  went  immediately  in  fearch  of 
Wilfon  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  treated  him  with 
infolence  enough.  The  theatrical  hero 
was  too  far  gone  in  romance  to  brook 
Inch  ufage:  he  replied  in  blank  ver(e, 
and  a  fonnal  challenge  enfued.  They 
agreed  to  meet  early  next  morning, 
and  decide  the  difpute  with  fword  and 
piftol.  I  heard  nothing  at  all  of  the  af- 
fair, till  Mr.  Morley  came  to  my  bed- 
fide  in  the  morning,  and  told  me  he  was 
afraid  my  nephew  was  going  to  fight,  as 
he  had  been  over-heard  talking  very  loud 
and  vehement  with  Wilfon  at  the  yoimg 
man's  lodgings  the  night  before,  and 
afterwards  went  and  bought  powder  and 
ball  at  a  (hop  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 
got  ijp  immediately ;  and,  upon  enquiry, 
found  he  was  juft  gone  out.  I  begged 
Morley  to  knock  up  the  mayor,  that  he 
might  interpofe  as  a  magi  (Irate;  and  in 
the  mean  time  I  hobbled  after  the  fquire, 
whom  I  faw  at  a  diftance  walking  at  a 
great  pace  towards  the  city-gate.  In 


fpite  of  all  my  efforts,  I  could  not  come 
up  till  our  two  combatants  had  taken 
their  ground,  and  were  priming  their 
piftols.  An  old  houle  luckily  fcreened 
me  from  their  view ;  fo  that  I  rnflied 
upon  them  at  once,  before  I  was  per- 
ceived. "They  were  both confounded, and 
attempted  to  make  their  efcape  different 
ways ;  but  Morley  coming  up  with  con- 
ftables  at  that  inftant,  took  Wilfon  into 
cuftody,  and  Jery  followed  him  quietly 
to  the  mayor's  houfe.  All  this  time;  I 
was  ignorant  of  what  had  pafled  the  pre- 
ceding day ;  and  neither  of  the  parties 
would  difcover  a  tittle  of  the  matter. 
The  mayor  obfervecl  that  it  was  great 
prefumption  in  Wilfon,  who  was  a  (trai- 
ler, to  proceed  to  fuch  extremities  with  a 
gentleman  of  family  and  fortune; -and 
threatened  to  commit  him  on  the  vagrant 
aft.  The  young  fellow  buttled  up  with 
great  Ipirit,  declaring  he  was  a  gentle- 
man, and  would  be  treated  as  fuch :  but 
he  refilled  to  explain  himielf  farther. 
The  mafter  of  the  company  being  fent 
for,  and  examined  touching  the  faid 
Wilfon,  faid  the  young  man  had  en- 
gaged with  him  at  Birmingham  about 
fix  months  ago,*£>ut  never  would  take 
his  falary;  that  ne  had  behaved  Ib  well 
in  his  private  character,  as  to  acquire  the 
refpect  and  good-will  of  all  his  acquaint- 
ance; and  that  the  publick  owned  his 
merit,  as  an  actor,  was  altogether  extra- 
ordinary. After  all,  I  fancy,  he  will 
turn  out  to  be  a  run-away  'prentice  from 
London.  The  manager  offered  to  bail 
him  for  any  fum,  provided  he  would 
give  his  word  and  honour  that  he  would 
keep  the  peace :  but  the  young  gentle- 
man was  on  his  high  ropes,  and  would 
by  no  means  lay  himfelf  under  any  re- 
ftriftions.  On  the  other  hand,  Hopefull 
was  equally  obflinate;  till  at  length  the 
mayor  declared,  that,  if  they  both  re- 
fufed  to  be  bound  over,  he  would  imme- 
diately commit  Wilfon  as  a  vagrant  to 
hard  labour.  I  own  I  was  muchpleafed 
with  Jery's  behaviour  on  thisoccadon:  he 
fdid,  that,  rather  than  Mr.  Wilfon  (hould 
be  treated  in  fuch  an  ignominious  man- 
ner, he  would  give  his  word  and  honour 
to  profecute  the  affair  no  farther  while 
they  remained  at  Gloucefter.  Wilfon 
thanked  him  for  his  generous  manner  of 
proceeding,  and  was  difcharged.  On  our 
return  to  our  lodgings,  my  nephew  ex- 
plained the  whole  myftery ;  and  I  own  I 
was  exceedingly  incenfed.  Liddy  being 
queftioned  on  the  (ubject,  and  very  fe- 
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werely  rcprcached  by  that  wild-cat  my 
filter  Tabby,  firft  fwooned  away ;  then, 
diflblving  in  a  flood  of  tears,  confeffed 
all  the  particulars  of  the  correfpondence; 
at  the  lame  time  giving  up  three  letters, 
which  was  all  me  had  received  from  her 
admirer.  The  lait,  which  Jery  inter- 
cepted, I  fend  you  incloled ;  and  when 
you  have  read  it,  I  dare  fay  you  will  not 
wonder  at  the  progrefs  the  writer  had 
made  in  the  heart  of  a  fimple  girl,  utterly 
unacquainted  with  the  characters  of  man- 
kind. Thinking  it  was  high  time  to  re- 
move her  from  fuch  a  dangerous  con- 
nexion, I  carried  her  off  the  very  next 
day  to  Briftol :  but  the  poor  creature  was 
fo  frightened  and  fluttered  by  our  threats 
and  expoftulations,  that  fhe  fell  lick  the 
fourth  day  after  our  arrival  at  Clifton ; 
and  continued  fo  ill  for  a  whole  week, 
that  her  life  was  defpaired  of.  It  was 
not  till  yefterday  that  Dr.  Rigge  declared 
her  out  of  danger.  You  cannot  imagine 
what  I  have  fuffered,  partly  from  the  in- 
difcretion  of  this  poor  child,  but  much 
more  from  the  fear  of  lofing  her  entirely. 
This  air  is  intolerably  cold,  and  the  place 
<juite  folitary.  I  never  go  down  to  the 
^Weil  without  returnuMfclnw-fpirited  ;  for 
there  I  meet  with  halfa  dozen  poor  ema- 
ciated creatures,  with  ghoftly  looks,  in 
the  laft  ftage  of  a  confumption,  who  have 
made  fhift  to  linger  through  the  winter, 
like  fo  many  exotick  plants  languishing 
in  a  hot-houfe ;  but,  in  all  appearance, 
will  drop  into  their  graves  before  the  fun 
has  warmth  enough  to  mitigate  the  ri- 
gour of  this  ungenial  fpring.  If  you 
think  the  Bath  water  will  be  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  me,  I  will  go  thither  as  foon  as 
my  niece  can  bear  the  motion  of  the 
coath.  Tell  Barns  I  am  obliged  to  him 
for  his  advice,  but  do  not  chufe  to  follow 
it.  if  Davis  voluntarily  offers  to  give  up 
the  farm,  the  other  fhall  have  it :  bnt  I 
will  not  begin  at  this  time  of  day  to  dif- 
trefs  rny  tenants,  becaufe  they  are  unfor- 
tunate, and  cannot  make  regular  pay- 
ments. I  wonder  that  Barns  mould  think 
me  capable  of  fuch  oppreffion.  As  for 
Jiggins,  the  fellow  is  a  notorious  poach- 
er, to  be  fure;  and  an  impudent  rafcal 
to  fet  his  fnares  in  my  own  paddock : 
but,  1  fuppofc,  he  thought  he  had  Lme 
right  (efpecially  in  my  abfence)  to  par- 
take of  what  Nature  feems  to  have  in- 
*mded  for  common  ufe.  You  may 
threaten  him,  in  my  name,  as  much  as 
you  pleafe ;  and  if  he  repeats  the  offence, 
kt  me  know  it  before  you  have  recoude 


to  juftice.  I  know  you  are  a  great  fportT- 
man,  and  oblige  many  of  your  friends : 
I  need  not  tell  you  to  make  ule  of  my 
grounds;  but  it  may  be  neccffary  to 
hint,  that  I  am  more  afraid  of  my  fowl- 
ing-piece than  of  my  game.  When  you 
can  ipare  two  or  thjee  brace  of  par- 
tridges, fend  them  over  by  the  ftage- 
coach;  and  tell  Gwyllim  that  fhe  forgot 
to  pack  up  my  flannels  and  wide  moes 
in  the  trunk-mail.  I  (hall  trouble  you, 
as'  ufual,  from  time  to  time;  till  at  lair,  I 
fuppofe,  you  will  be  tired  of  correipond- 
ing  with  your  affured  friend, 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
CLIFTON,  AFRII.  17. 


TO  MISS  LYDIA  MELI-ORD. 

MISS  Willis  has  pronounced  my 
doom !  You  are  going  away,  dear 
Mifs  Melford !  you  are  going  to  be  re- 
moved, I  know  not  whither !  What  (hall 
I  do  ?  Which  way  mall  I  turn  for  con- 
folation  ?  I  know  not  what  I  fay !  All 
night  long  have  I  been  tofled  in  a  lea  of 
doubts  and  fears,  uncertainty  and  dif- 
traclion,  without  being  able  to  conneft 
my  thoughts,  much  lefs  to  form  any  con- 
fiftent  plan  of  conduft.  I  was  even 
tempted  to  wifh  that  I  had  never  feen 
you  5  or  that  you  had  been  lefs  amiable, 
or  lefs  compaffionate  to  your  poor  Wil- 
fon :  and  yet  it  would  be  deteftable  in- 
gratitude in  me  to  form  fuch  a  wifli,  con- 
fidering  how  much  I  am  indebted  to  your 
goodnefs,  and  the  ineffable  pleafoe  I 
have  derived  from  your  indulgence  and 
approbation.  Good  God !  I  never  heard 
your  name  mentioned  without  emotion! 
The  moil  diftant  profpecl  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  your  company,  filled  my  whole 
foul  with  a  kind  of  pleafing  alarm  !  As 
the  time  approached,  my  heart  beat  with 
redoubled  force,  and  every  nerve  thrilled 
with  a  tranfport  of  expectation:  but 
when  I  found  myfelf  actually  in  your 
prefence — when  I  heard  you  fpeak— 
when  I  fuw  you  fmile — when  I  beheld 
your  charming  eyes  turned  favourably 
upon  me— my  bread  was  filled  with  fuch 
tumults  of  delight,  as  wholly  deprived 
me  of  the  power  of  utterance,  and  wrap- 
ped me  in  a  delirium  of  joy !  Encou- 
raged by  your  fweetnefs  of  temper  and 
affability,  I  ventured  to  defcribe  the  feel- 
ings of  my  heart.  Even  then  you  did  not 
check  my  prefumption ;  you  pitied  my 
fuffcrings, 
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fufferings,  and  gave  me  leave  to  hope—- 
you put  a  favourable,  perhaps  too  fa- 
vourable a  conftru&ion,  on  my  appear- 
ance. Certain  it  is,  I  am  no  player  in  love. 
I  fpeak  the  language  of  my  own  heart,  and 
have  no  prompter  but  nature.  Yet  there 
is  fomething  in  this  heart,  which  I  have 
notyetdifclofed.  Mattered  myfelf — But, 
I  will  not — I  muft  not  proceed.  Dear 
Mifs  Liddy !  for  Heaven's  fake,  contrive, 
if  pofiible,  fome  means  of  letting  me  fpeak 
to  you  before  you  leave  Glouceiler ;  other- 
wife,  I  know  not  what  will — But  I  begin 
to  rave  again-; — I  will  endeavour  to  bear 
this  trial  with  fortitude.  While  I  am  capa- 
ble of  reflecting  upon  your  tendernefs  and 
truth,  I  furely  have  no  caufe  to  defpair: 
y  et  I  am  ftrangely  affecled .  The  fun  feem  s 
to  deny  me  light,  a  cloud  hangs  over  me, 
and  there  is  a  dreadful  weight  upon  my 
fpirits !  While  you  ftay  in  this  place,  I 
fhall  continually  hover  about  your  lodg- 
ings, as  the  parted  foul  is  faid  to  linger 
about  the  grave  where  it's  mortal  confort 
lies.  I  know,  if  it  is  in  your  power,  you 
will  tafk  your  humanity— your  com- 
panion— mail  I  add,  your  affection  ? — in 
order  to  afluage  the  almoit  intolerable 
difquiet  that  torments  the  heart  of  your 
afflifted, 

WILSON. 
GIOUCESTER,  MARCH  31. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

HOT. WELL,  APRIL   l8. 
DEAR   PHILLIPS, 

I  Give  Manfel  credit  for  his  invention, 
in  propagating  the  report  that  I  had 
a  quarrel  with  a  mountebank's  merry 
Andrew  at  Gloucefter:  but  I  have  too 
much  refpeft  for  every  appendage  of  wit, 
to  quarrel  even  with  the  loweft  buffoon- 
ery ;  and  therefore  I  hope  Manfel  and  I 
mail  always  be  good  friends.  I  cannot, 
however,  approve  of  his  drowning  my 
poor  dog  Ponto,  on  purpofe  to  convert 
Ovid's  pleonalm  into  a  punning  epitaph: 
Deer  ant  quoque  littora  Ponto ;  for,  that 
he  threw  him  into  the  Ifis,  when  it  was  fo 
high  and  impetuous,  with  no  other  view 
than  to  kill  the  fleas,  is  anexcufe  that  will 
not  hold  water.  But  I  leave  poor  Ponto 
to  his  fate,  and  hope  Providence  will  take 
care  to  accommodate  Manfel  with  a  drier 
death. 

As  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  colled 


company  at  the  Well,  I  am  here  in  a  ftate 
of  abfolute  ruftication.  This,  however, 
gives  me  leifure  to  obferve  the  fingulari- 
ties  in  my  uncle's  character,  which  feems 
to  have  interefted  your  curiofity.  The 
truth  is,  his  difpofition  and  mine,  which, 
like  oil  and  vinegar,  repelled  one  another 
at  firft,  have  now  begun  to  mix  by  dint 
of  being  beat  up  together.  I  was  once 
apt  to  believe  him  a  compleat  Cynic ;  and 
that  nothing  but  the  neceffity  of  his  oc- 
cafions  could  compel  him  to  get  within 
the  pale  of  fociety.  I  am  now  of  another 
opinion.  I  think  his  peevifhnefs  arifes 
partly  from  bodily  pain,  and  partly  from 
a  natural  excefs  of  mental  lenfibility ;  for, 
I  fuppofe,  the  mind  as  well  as  the  hodv 
is  in  fome  cafes  endued  with  a  morbid 
excefs  of  fenfation. 

I  was  the  other  day  much  diverted  with 
a  converfation  that  paffed  in  the  Pump- 
room,  betwixt  him  and  the  famous  Dr. 

L n,  who  is  come  to  ply  at  the  Wett 

for  patients.  My  uncle  was  complaining 
of  the  ftink,  occafioned  by  the  vaft  quan- 
tity of  mud  and  llime,  which  the  river 
leaves  at  low  ebb  under  the  windows  of 
the  Pump-room.  He  obferved,  that  the 
exhalations  arifmg  from  fuch  a  nuiiance 
could  not  but  be  prejudicial  to  the  weak, 
lungs  of  many  confumptive  patients,  who 
,came  to  drink  the  water.  The  doclor 
overhearing  this  remark,  made  up  to 
him,  and  aflured  him  he  was  miftaken. 
He  (aid,  people  in  general  were  fomifled 
by  vulgar  .prejudices,  that  philolbphy 
was  hardly  fufficient  to  undeceive  them. 
Then  humming  thrice,  he  aflumed  a  moft 
ridiculous  folemnity  of  afpeft,  and  en- 
tered into  a  learned  inveftigation  of  the 
nature  of  ftink.  He  ohferved,  that  ftink, 
or  ftench,  meant  no  more  than  a  ftrong 
imprefTion  on  the  olfaftory  nerves,  and 
might  be  applied  to  fubftances  of  the  moft 
oppofite  qualities;  that,  in  the  Dutch 
language,_/?«z£«z  fignified  themoft  agre«- 
able  perfume,  as  well  as  the  moft  fetid 
odour,  as  appears  in  Van  Vloudel's 
tranflation  of  Horace,  in  that  beautiful 
ode,  Quismultagracitis,  &c.  The  words 
liquidis  perj'ufus  odoribus,  he  tranflates 
'van  cit'et  et  mofcbatageftinken:  that  in- 
dividuals differed  toto  ccelo  in  their  opinion 
of  fmells,  which,  indeed,  was  altogether 
as  arbitrary  as  the  opinion  of  beauty;  that 
the  French  were  pleafed  with  the  putrid 
effluvia  of  animal  food ;  and  fo  were  the 
Hottentots  in  Africa,  and  the  Savages  in 
Greenland;  and  that  the  Negroes  on  the 

covft 
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coaft  of  Senegal  would  not  touch  fifh  till 
it  was  rotten;  ftrong  prefumptions  in  fa- 
vour of  what  is  generally  called  jlink,  as 
thole  nations  are,  in  a  Itate  of  nature,  un- 
debauched  by  luxury,  unfeduced  by  whim 
and  caprice :  that  he  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve the  (tercoraceous  flavour,  condemned 
by  prejudice  as  a  ftink,was,  in  fact,  molt 
agreeable  to  the  organs  of  fmelling ;  for, 
that  every  perlbn  who  pretended  to  nau-- 
feate  the  imell  of  another's  excretions, 
fnufted  up  his  own  with  particular  com- 
placency ;  for  the  truth  of  which  he  ap- 
pealed to  all  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  then 
prefent.    He  faid  the  inhabitants  of  Ma- 
drid  and  Edinburgh  found  particular  fa- 
tisfa&ion  in  breathing  their  own  atmo- 
fphere,  which  was  always  impregnated 
with  itercoraceous effluvia;  that  the  learn- 
ed Dr.  B — ,  in  his  treadle'  on  the  Four 
Digeitions,  explains  in  what  manner  the 
volatile  effluvia  from  the  inteftines  ftimu- 
late  and  promote  the  operations  of  the 
animal  ceconomy :  he  affirmed,  the  lalt 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,of  the  Medicis 
family,  who  refined  upon  fenfuality  with 
the  fpirit  of  a  philofopher,  was  fo  delighted 
with  that  odour,  that  he  caufedthe  eflence 
of  ordure  to  be  extracted,  and  ufed  it  as 
the  moii  delicious  perfume ;  that  he  him- 
jfelf  (the  doctor)  when  he  happened  to 
be  low-fpirited,orfatigued  with  bulinefs, 
found  immediate  relief  and  uncommon 
fatisfaclion  from  hanging  over  the  ftale 
contents  of  a  clofe-ftool,  while  his  Icrvant 
itirred  it  about  under  his  nofe ;  nor  was 
this  cffecl  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we 
confider  that  this  fubltance  abounds  with 
the  felf-iame  volatile  falts  that  are  fo 
greedily  imelled  to  by  the  moft  delicate 
invalids,  after  they  have  been  extracted 
and  fublimed  by  the  chymifts.  By  thi  s  time 
the  company  began  to  hold  their  nofes; 
but  the  doftor,  without  taking  the  leaft 
notice  of  this  fignal,  proceeded  to  (hew, 
that  the  many  ietid  lubftances  were  not 
cnly  agreeable  but  falutaiy ;  fuch  as  a/a- 
fetida,  and  other  medicinal  gums,  rcfms, 
roots,  and  vegetables,   over  and  above 
burnt  feathers,   tan-pits,  candle-muffs, 
&c.     In  mort,  he  ufed  many  learned  ar- 
guments to  perfuade  his  audience  out  of 
their  fenfes;  and  frcm/fcxr£  made  atran- 
iition  to  filth,  which  he  affirmed  was  allb 
a  miftaken  idea,  in  as  much  as  objects  Co 
called  were  no  other  than  certain  modi- 
fications of  mailer,  confiding  of  the  fame 
principles  that  enter  into  the  competition 
of  all  created  cffcnccs,  whatever  they  m;»y 


be :  that  in  the  filthieft  production  of  na« 
ture,  a  philofopher  coniidered  nothing  btit 
the  earth,  water,  fait,  and  air  of  which  it 
was  compounded ;  that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  had  no  more  obje&ion  to  drinking  the 
dirtieft  ditch  water,  than  he  had  to  a  glafs 
of  water  from  the  Hot  Well,  provided  he 
was  afTured  there  was  nothing  poifonous 
in  the  concrete.  Then  addremng  himfelf 
to  my  uncle — '  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  you  feem 
'  to  be  of  a  dropfical  habit,  and  probably 
'  will  foon  have  a  confirmed  afcitest  if 
'  I  mould  be  prefentwhen  youare tapped, 
4  I  will  give  you  a  convincing  proof  of 
'  what  I  afTert,  by  drinking  without  he- 
'  fitation  the  water  that  conies  out  of  your 

*  abdomen.'    The  ladies  made  wry  faces 
at  this  declaration;  and  my  uncle,  chang- 
ing colour,  told  him  he  did  not  delire  any 
fuch  proof  of  his  philofophy.     '  But  I 
'  mould  be  glad  to  know,'  faid  he, '  what 
'  makes  you  think  I  am  of  a  dropfical 
'  habit  ?' — '  Sir,  I  beg  pardon,'  replied 
the  doftor;  '  I.perceive  your  ancles  are 

'  fwelled,  and  you  feem  to  have  the  fades  • 
'  ttucopbltgmalica.     Perhaps,    indeed, 

*  your  diforder  may  be  oeaematous,  or 
'  gouty;  or  it  may  be  the  lues  iteuerea: 
'  if  you  have  any  reafon  to  flatter  your- 

*  felf  it  is  this  laft,  Sir,  I  will  undertake 

*  to  cure  you  with  three  fmall  pills,  even 

*  if  the  difeale  mould  have  attained  it's 
'  utmoft  inveteracy.  Sir,  it  is  an  arcanum 
'  which  I  have  discovered,  and  prepared 
'  with  infinite  labour.     Sir,  I  have  lately 

*  cured  a  woman  in  Briftol,  a  common 
'  proititute,  Sir,  who  had  got  all  theworft 
'  lymptoms  of  the  diforder;  fuch  as  nodi, 
'  tophi,  and  gummata,  'verruca,  criftae 
1  Calli,  and  a  ferpiginouj  eruption,  or 

*  rather  a  pocky  itcli  all  over  her  body. 

*  By  that  time  ihe  had  taken  the  fecond 

*  pill,  Sir,  by  Heaven!  (he  was  as  fmooth 
'  as  my  hand,  and  the  third  made  her  as 

*  found  and  as  fre/h  as  a  new-born  in- 
'  fant.'— '  Sir,'  cried  my  uncle  peevifhly, 
'  I  ha\  j  no  reafon  to  flatter  myfelf  that 
'  my  diforder  comes  within  the  efficacy  of 
'  your  noftnim.     But  this  patient  you 
'  talk  of,  may  not  be  fo  found  at  bottom 
'  as  you  imagine.' — '  I  cannot  poffibly 

*  bemiftaken/  rejoined  the  philofopher; 

*  for  I  have  had  communication  with  her 
'  threetimes.  I  always  afcertain  my  cures 
'  in  that  manner.'     At  this  remark,  all 
the  ladies  retired  to  another  corner  of  the 
room,  and  fome  of  them  began  to  (pit. 
As  to  my  uncle,  though  he  was  ruffled 
atlidt  by  the  doctor's  frying  he  was  drop- 

lical, 
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fjcal,  he  could  not  help  fmiling  at  this  ri- 
diculous confeffion;  and,  I  fuppofe,  with 
a  view  to  punim  this  original,  told  him 
there  was  a  wart  upon  his  nofe,  that  looked 
a  little  fufpicious.     '  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge  of  thofe  matters/  laid  he ; 
but  I  \mderltand  that  warts  are  often 
produced  by  the  diftemper;  and  that 
one  upon  your  nofe  feems  to  have  taken 
poffemon  of  the  very  key-ilone  of  the 
bridge,  which  I  hope  is  in  no  danger  of 
falling.1     L n  feemed  a  little  con- 
founded at  this  remark,  and  affured  him 
it  was  nothing  but  a  common  excrefcence 
of  the  cuticula,  but  that  the  bones  were 
all  found  below ;  for  the  truth  of  this  af- 
fertion  he  appealed  to  the  touch,  defiling 
he  would  feel  the  part.     My  uncle  faid 
it  was  a  matter  of  fuch  delicacy  to  meddle 
with  a  gentleman's  nofe,  that  he  declined 
the  office :  upon  which  the  doctor,  turn- 
ing to  me,  intreated  me  to  do  him  that  fa- 
vour.    I  complied  with  his  requeft,  and 
handled  it  fo  roughly,  that  he  fneezed, 
and  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks,  to  the 
no  fmall  entertainment  of  the  company, 
and  particularly  of  my  uncle,  who  burft 
out  a-laughing  for  the  firit  time  fmce  I 
have  been  with  him;  and  took  notice, 
that  the  part  feemed  to  be  very  tender.  - 
'  Sir,'  cried  the  doctor,  '  it  is  naturally 
'  a  tender  part ;  but  to  remove  all  poffibi- 
'  lity  of  doubt,  I  will  take  off  the  wart  this 
'  very  night.' 

So  faying,  he  bowed  with  great  folem- 
nity  all  round,  and  retired  to  his  own 
lodgings,  where  he  applied  cauftic  to  the 
wart;  but  it  fpread  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
produce  a  ronfiderable  inflammation,  at- 
tended with  an  enormous  fwelling,  fo  that 
when  he  next  appeared,  his  whole  face  was 
overfhadowed  by  this  tremendous  nozzle  j 
and  the  rueful  eagernefs  with  which  he 
explained  this  unlucky  accident,  was  lu- 
dicrous beyond  all  defcription.  I  was 
much  plealed  with  meeting  the  original 
of  a  character,  which  you  and  I  have  often 
laughed  at  in  defcription ;  and  what  liir- 
prizes  me  very  much,  I  find  the  features 
in  the  picture,  which  has  been  drawn  for 
him,  rather  foftened  than  over-charged. 

As  I  have  fomething  elfe  to  fay,'  and 
this  letter  has  run  to  an  unconfcionable 
length,  I  mall  now  give  you  a  little  re- 
fpite,  and  trouble  you  again  by  the  very 
firft  poft.  I  wifli  you  would  take  it  in  your 
head  to  retaliate ihtfc  double  ftrokes  upon 
your's  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 


TO  SIR.  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

HOT  WELL,  APRIL  2O. 
DIAR    KNIGHT, 

I  Now  ik  down  to  execute  the  threat  in  the 
tail  of  my  laft.  The  truth  is,  I  am  big 
with  the  fecret,and  long  to  be  delivered.  It 
relates  to  my  guardian,  who,  you  know, 
is  at  prefent  our  principal  object  in  view. 
The  other  day,  I  thought  I  had  detected 
him  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  frailty,  as  would 
but  ill  become  his  years  and  character. 
There  is  a  decent  fort  of  a  woman,  not 
difagreeable  in  her  perfon,  that  comes  to 
the  Well,  with  a  poor  emaciated  child,  far 
gone  in  a  confiimptiori.  I  had  caught  my 
uncle's  eyes  feveral  times  directed  to  this 
perfon,  with  a  very  fufpicious  expreflion 
in  them,  and  every  time  he  faw  himfelf 
obferved,  he  haitily  withdrew  them,  with 
evident  marks  of  confufion.  I  rciblved 
to  watch  him  more  narrowly,  and  faw  him 
fpeaking  to  her  privately  in  a  corner  of 
the  walk.  At  length,  going  down  to  the 
Well  one  day,  I  met  her  halfway  up  the 
hill  to  Clifton,  and  could  not  help  fufpect- 
ing  flie  was  going  to  our  lodgings  by  ap- 
pointment, as  it  was  about  one  o  \~lock, 
the  hour  when  my  filter  and  I  are  ge- 
nerally at  the  Pump-room.  This  no- 
tion exciting  my  curioiity,  I  returned  by 
a  back  way,  and  got  unperceived  into  my 
own  chamber,  which  is  contiguous  to  ray 
uncle's  apartment.  Sure  enough,  the  wo- 
man was  introduced,  but  not  into  his  bed- 
chamber; he  gave  her  audience  in  a  par- 
Jour  ;  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  fhift  my 
ftation  to  another  room,  where,  however, 
there  was  a  fmall  chink  in  the  partition, 
through  which  I  could  perceive  what 
pailed.  My  unck,  though  a  little  lame, 
role  up  when  (he  came  in,  and  letting  a 
chair  for  her,  deilrcd  Ihe  would  fit  down: 
then  he  aflced  if  llje  would  take  adifh  of 
chocolate,  which  (he  declined  wait  much 
acknowledgment.  After  a  mcrt  paufe> 
he  faid,  in  a  croaking  tone  of  voice,  which 
confounded  me  not  a  little — '  Madam,  I 

*  am  truly  concerned  for  your  misfor- 

*  tunes ;  and  if  this  trifle  can  be  of  any 
'  fervice  to  you,  I  beg  you  will  accept  it 
'  without  ceremony.'    So  faying,  he  pat 
a  bit  of  paper  into  her  hand,  which  fhe 
opening  with  great  trepidation,  exclaimed 
inanextafy — '  Twenty  pounds'  O,Sir'.* 
and  finking  down  into  a  fettec,  fahucJ 
away.    Frightened  it  this  fit,  and,  I  fup- 
pofs,  afraid  of  calling  for  affiftaricej  left 

C  her 
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her  fituation  mould  give  rife  to  unfavour- 
able roriiectures,  he  ran  about  the  room 
in  diftra&ion,  making  frightful  grimaces, 
and,  at  length,  had  recollection  enough 
to  throw  a  little  water  in  her  fV.ce;  by 
which  application  (lie  was  brought  toher- 
felf ;  b\it  then  her  feelings  took,  another 
turn.     She  (hed  a  flood  of  tears,  and  cried 
aloud—'  I  know  not  who  you  are !  but 
fore — worthy  Sir'. — generous  Sii- I—- 
the diftiefs  of  me  and  my  poor  dying 
child — Oh !  if  the  widow's  prayers — if 
the  orphan's  tearsof  grati  tud;  can  ought 
avail— gracious  Providence!  Blemngs! 
(hower  down  eternal  bleflings — '  Here 
(he  was  interrupted  by  my  uncle,  who 
muttered  in  a  voice  Hill  more  and  more 
difcordant — '  For  Heaven's  lake  be  quiet, 

*  Madamj  confider — the  people  of  the 

*  houfe — "fdeath !  can't  you — ?'  All  this 
time  Ihe  was  ftiiiggling  to  throw  her- 
felf  on  her  knees,  while  he  feizing  her 
by  the  wrifts,  endeavoured  to  feat  her 
upon  the  fettee, faying — 'Pr'ythee — good 
'  now — hold  your  tongue.'     At  that  in-' 
ftant,  who  mould  burli  into  the  room  but 
our  aunt  Tabby!  of  all  antiquated  maid- 
ens the  moft  diabolically  capricious.  Ever 
prying  into  other  people's  affsir.s.  (he  had 
feen  die  woman  enter,  and  followed  her 
to  the  door,  where  (he  Hood  likening,  but 
probably  could  hear  nothing  diltinctly, 
except  my  uncle's  lalt  exclamation ;  at 
which  (he  bounced  into  the  parlour  in  a 
violent  rage,  that  dyed  the  tip  of  her  nole 
of  a  purple  hue :    '  Fie  upon  you,  Matt !' 
cried  (he;  '  what  doings  are  the(e,to  dii- 
4  grace  your  own    character,  and  dii- 
'  .parage  your  family?'     Then,  mutch- 
ing  the  bank-note  out  of  the  ilranger's 
hand,  (he  went  on—'  How  now,  twenty 

*  pounds !     Here  is  temptation  with  a 

*  witnefs ! — Good  woman,  go  about  your 
'  bufmefs.— Bret'ier,brother,  I  know  not 
4  which  .moft  to  admire ;  yourconcupif- 
'  fins,  or  your  extravagance!' — '  Good 

*  God!'    exclaimed    the   poor  woman, 
'  (hall  a  worthy  gentleman's  character 
'  fviffcr  for  an  action  that  does  honour  to 
'  humanity  ?'  By  this  time,  uncle's  indig- 
nation was  effectually  rouzid.     His  face 
p;ew  p:ile,  his  teeth  chattered,  and  hrs 
eyes  Haliied  :  '  Siller !'  cried  lie,  in  a  voice 
like  thunder,.  '  I  vow  to  God  your  im- 
'   ptrtincncu  is  exceedingly  provoking!' 
With  tin  fe  words,  he  took  her  by  the 
hand,  and,  opt  .ling  the  door  of  commu- 
nication, thcutl    her   into   tnc   ch 
where  I  Itood,  fb  affected  by  the  fttne, 
that  the  tears  ran  down  my  checks.  Ob- 


fervingthefe  marks  of  emotion,— '  I  donr't 
'  wonder,'  faid  (lie,  e  to  fee  you  concerned 
'  at  the  back-Hidings  of  fo  near arelation; 
*  a  man  of  his  years' and  infirmities!  Thefe 
'  are  fine  doings  truly!  This  is  a  rare 
'  example  let  by  a  guardian  for  the  bene- 
'  lit  of  his  pupils.  Monftroxis !  inccn- 
f  grous !  fophiltical  I'  I  thought  it  was 
but  an  aft  ot "  julHce  to  fet  hei-  to  rights; 
and  therefore  explained  the  myilery.  But 
(he  would  not  be  undeceived.  '  What,' 
faid  (lie, '  would  you  go  for  to  offer  for  to 
'  arguefy  me  out  of  rny  fenfes-?  Did'n't  I 
'  hear  him  whifpering  to  her  to  hold  her 
'  tongue?  Did'n't  I  fee  her  in  tears? 
'  Did'n't  I  fee  him  draggling  to  throw 
'  her  upon  the  couch?  O  61thy!  hideous-1 
'  abominable!  Child,  child,  talk  not  to  me 
'  of  charity.  Who  gives  twenty  pounds 
'  in  charity?  But  you  are  a  (tripling. 
'  You  know  nothing  of  the  world.  Be- 
'  fides,  charity  begins  at. home.  Twenty 
'  pounds  would  buy  me  a  compleat  fuit 
'  of  flowered  filk,  trimmings  and  all.' 
In  fliort,  I  quitted  the  room;  my  contempt 
for  her,  and  my  refpeft  for  her  brother, 
being  encreaied  in  the  fame  proportion. 
I  have  fmce  been  informed,  that  the  pev- 
(bn,  whom  my  uncle  fo  generoufly  reliev- 
ed, is  the  widow  of  an  enfigix,  who  has 
nothing  to  depend  upon  but  the  penfion 
of  fifteen  pounds  a  year.  The  people  of 
the  Well-houfe  give  her  an  excellent  cha- 
racter. She  lodges  in  a  garret,  ami 
works  very  hard  at  plain- work,  to  fupport 
her  daughter,  who  is  dying  of  a  confump- 
tion.  I  muft  own,  to  my  (hame,  I  feel  a 
ftrong  inclination  to  follow  .my  uncle's 
example,  in  relieving  this  poor  widow ; 
but,  betwixt  friends,  I  am  afraid  of  being 
detected  in  a  wtnknefs,  that  might  entail 
the  ridicule  of  the  company  upon,  dear 
Phillips,  your's  always, 

J.  MELFORD,. 

Direft  your  next  to  me  at  Bath ;  ;md 
remember  me  to  ull  our  fellow- 
jciuits. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

HOT  WELLS,  APRIL  2O. 

IUnderftand  your  hint.  There  are 
myfte^es  in  phyfick,  as  well  as  in  re- 
ligion, which  we  ot  the  prophanc  have 
no  right  to  invcftigate.  A  man  mult  not 
prefume  to  ufe  his  reafon,  uiiU-i*  he  h^..> 
ltudi'.'d  the  categorifs,  nnd  can  chop  lo- 
gick  by  mude  and  ligvire.  B- 

fii..     . 


"Vi.hliBirtl  .-W    Hir   S.rt    ,'HI i...  I'.". TIM 
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friends,  I  think  every  man  of  tolerable 
parts  ought,  at  my  time  of  day,  to  be 
both  phylician  and  lawyer,  as  far  as  his 
own  conltitution  and  property  are  con- 
cerned. For  my  own  part,  I  have  had 
an  hofpital  thele  fourteen  years  within 
myfelf,  and  have  ftudied  my  own  cafe 
with  the  moft  painful  attention ;  confe- 
qnently  may  be  fuppofed  to  know  fome- 
thing  of  the  matter,  although  I  have  not 
taken  regular  courfes  of  phyfiology,  et 
cetera,  et  cetera.  In  fliort,  I  have  for 
jfome  time  been  of  opinion,  (no  offence, 
dear  doftor)  that  the  fum  of  all  your  me- 
dical difcoveries  amounts  to  this;  that 
the  more  you  ftudy,  the  lefs  you  know. 
I  have  read  all  that  has  been  written  on 
the  Hot  Wells;  and  what  I  can  colleft 
from  the  whole  is,  that  the  water  con- 
tains nothing  but  a  litde  fait  and  calca- 
rious  earth,  mixed  in  fuch  inconfider- 
able  proportion,  as  can  have  very  little, 
if  any,  effeft  on  the  animal  ceconomy. 
This  being  the  cafe,  I  think  the  man  de- 
ierves  to  be  fitted  with  a  cap  and  bells, 
who,  for  fuch  a  paltry  advantage  as  this 
I'pring  affords,  facrifices  his  precious 
time,  which  might  be  employed  in  tak- 
ing more  effectual  remedies,  and  expofes 
himfelf  to  the  dirt,  the  ftench,  the  chil- 
ling blafts,  and  perpetual  rains,  that  ren- 
der this  place  to  me  intolerable.  If  thele 
waters,  from  a  finall  degree  of  aftrin- 
gency,  are  of  fome  fervice  in  the  dia- 
betesi  diarrhoea,  and  tught-fiueats,  when 
the  fecretions  are  too  much  encrealed, 
mult  not  they  do  harm  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion where  the  humours  are  obftrufci- 
ed,  as  in  the  afthma,  fcur'V}',  eput,  and 
dropfy  ?  Now  we  talk  of  the  dropfy^ 
here  is  a  ftrange,  fantafticai  oddity,  one 
of  your  brethren,  who  harangues  every 
day  in  the  Pump-room,  as  if  he  was 
hired  to  give  lectures  on  all  fubje<5ts 
whatfoever.  I  know  not  what  to  make 
of  him.  Sometimes  he  makes  mrewd 
remarks;  at  other  times  he  taiks  like  the 
greateit  limpleton  in  nature.  He  has 
read  a  great  deal,  but  without  method 
or  hidgment;  and  digefted  nothing.  He 
•believes  every  thing  he  has  read,  efpe.- 
cially  if  it  has  any  thing  of  the  marvel- 
lous in  it ;  and  his  conversion  is  a  fun- 
prizing  hotch-potch  of  erudition  and  ex- 
travagance. He  told  me  the  other  day, 
•with  great  confidence,  that  my  cafe  was 
•dropiical ;  '  or,  as  he  called  it,  Iciico- 
phlegmatic :  a  fure  fign  that  his  want  of 
experience  is  equal  to  his  prefumption  ; 
$DI>  you  know,  theyc  is  noting  analo- 


gous to  the  dropfy  in  my  diforder.  I 
wifh  thofe  impertinent  fellows,  with  their 
rickety  underitandings,  would  keep  their 
advice  for  thofe  that  afk  it.  Drofjj,  in- 
deed !  Sure  I  have  not  lived  to  the  age  of 
fifty-five,  and  had  luch  experience  of  my 
own  diforder,  and  conlulted  you  and 
other  eminent  phyiicians  fo  often  and  ib 
long,  to  be  undeceived  by  fuch  a  — — 
But  without  all  doubt  the  man  is  mad, 
and  therefore  what  he  fays  is  of  no  con- 
•fequtnce.  I  had  yefterday  a  viiit  from 
Higgins,  who  came  hither  under  the  ter- 
ror of  your  threats,  and  brought  me  in  a 
prefent  a  brace  of  hares,  which  he  owned 
he  took  in  my  ground ;  and  I  could  not 
perfuade  the  fellow  that  he  did  wrong,  or 
that  I  would  ever  profecute  him  for 
poaching.  I  muft  defire  you  will  wink 
hard  at  the  practices  of  this  rafcallion, 
otherwifel  mail  be  plagued  with  his  pre- 
fcnts,  which  colt  me  more  than  they  are 
worth.  If  I  could  wonder  at  any  thing 
Fitzowen  does,  I  mould  be  furprized  at 
his  aflurance  in  defiling  you  to  folicit  my 
vote  for  him  at  the  next  election  for  the 
county ;  for  him,  who  oppofed  me  on 
the  like  occafion  with  the  moft  illiberal 
competition..  You  may  tell  him  civilly 
that  I  beg  to  be  excufecL  Direft  your 
next  for  me  at  Bath,  whither  I  propofe 
to  remove  to-morrow ;  not  only  on  my 
own  account,  but  for  the  fake  of  my 
niece  Liddy,  who  is  like  to  relapfe.  The 
poor  creature  fell  into  a  fit  yefterday, 
while  I  was  cheapening  a  pair  of  fpeila- 
cles  with  a  Jew-pedlar.  I  am  afraid 
there  is  fomething  Itill  lurking  in  that 
little  heart  of  her  8,  which  I  hopeachan^e 
of  objects  will  remove.  Let  me  know 
what  you  think  of  this  half-witted  doc- 
tor's impertinent,  ridiculous,  and  abfurJ 
notion  of  my  diforder.  So  far  from  be- 
ing dropfical,  I  am  as  lank  hi  the  belly 
as  a  greyhound;  and,  by  mcaiuringmy 
ancle  with  a  packthread,  I  find  the  wel- 
ling fobfides  eveiy  day.  From  fu-ch doc- 
tors good  Lord  deliver  us'.  I  have  not 
yet  taken  any  lodgings  in  Bath ;  becaufe 
there  \ve  can  be  accommodated  at  a  mi- 
nute's warning,  and  I  fhall  chule  for 
Tnyfelf.  I  need  not  fay  your  directions 
for  drinking  and  bathing  will  be  agrce- 
'ble  to,  dear  Lewis,  yours  ever, 

MAT.  BRAMBLE. 

P.S.I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  my  right  - 
ancle  pits ;  a  fymptom,  as  I  take  it, 
of  it's  being  cedematous^  not  Icuco- 
phlegmatic. 

Cz 
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tO  MISS  LETTY  WILLIS,  AT  GLOU- 
CESTER. 

HOT  WELlj    APRIL  *!• 
MY   DEAR    ItTTY. 

I  Did  not  intend  to  trouble  you  again 
till  we  (hould  be  fettled  at  Bath ;  but 
having  the  occafion  of  Jarvis,  I  could  not 
let  it  flip,  efpecially  as  I  have  fomething 
extraordinary  to  communicate.    O,  my 
dear  companion '.  what  mall  I  tell  you  ? 
For  feveral  days  paft  there  was  a  Jew- 
looking  man,  that  plied  at  the  Wells  with 
a  box  of  fpeftacles  ;  and  he  always  eyed 
jne  fo  earneftly,  that  I  began  to  be  very 
uneafy.  At  lait,  he  came  to  our  lodgings 
at  Clifton,  and  lingered  about  the  door 
as  if  he  wanted  to  fpeak  to  fomebody.    I 
was  feized  with  an  odd  kind  of  fluttering, 
and  begged  Win  to  throw  herfelf  in  his 
way ;  but  the  poor  girl  has  weak  nerves, 
and  was  afraid  of  his  beard.     My  un- 
cle, having  occafion  for  new  glafles,  call- 
ed him  up  ftairs,  and  was  trying  a  pair 
of  fpeftacles,  when  the  man,  advancing 
to  me,  faid,  iu  a  whifper — O  gracious ! 
what  do   you  think  he  faid? — '  1  am 
*  Wilfon !'     His  features  (truck  me  that 
verymoment :  itwas  Wilfonfureenough; 
but  fo  difgxiifed,  that  it  would  have  been 
impofiible  to  know  him,  if  my  heart  had 
not  affifted  in  the  difcovery.      I  was  fo 
fiu-prized,  and  fo  frightened,  that  I  faint- 
ed away ;  but  foon  recovered,  and  found 
rnyfelf  fupported  by  him  on  the  chair, 
while  my  uncle  was  running  about  the 
room,  with  the  fpeftacles  on  his  nofe, 
calling  for  help.     I  had  no  opportunity 
to  fpeak  to  him ;  but  our  looks  were  fuf- 
fki'-atly  exprefiive.      He  was  paid  for 
Jafles,  and  went  away.  Then  I  told 
Wiri  who  he  was,  and  fent  her  after  him 
to  the  Pump-room  ;  where  (he  {poke  to 
him,  and  begged  him  in  my  name  to 
withdraw  from  the  place,  that  he  might 
not  incur  the  fufpicion  of  my  uncle  or 
my  brother,  if  he  did  not  want  to  fee  me 
die  of  terror  and  vexation.     The  jxx>r 
youth  declared,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
that  he  hod  fomething  extraordinary  to 
communicate;  and  afked  if  me  would  de- 
IWer  a  letter  to  me :  but  this  (he  absolutely 
ref'Jl'ed,  by  my  order.     Finding  her  ob- 
ftinate  in  her  refuf.il,  he  defired  me  would 
tell  me,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  player, 
hut  a  gentleman  j  in  which  character  he 
would  very  foon  avow  his  paffion  forme, 
withoutfcarof  ceniure  ur  reproach.  Nay, 


he  even  difcovered  his  name  and  family  j 
which,  to  my  gi'eat  grief,  the/nnplc  girl 
forgot,   in  the  confufion  occasioned  by 
her  being  feen  talking  to  him  by  my  bro- 
ther ;  who  flopped  htr  on  die  road,  and 
alked  what  buiincfs  (he  had  with  that  ral- 
cally  Jew.  She  pretended  (he  was  cheap- 
ening a  ftay-hook;  but  was  thrown  into 
fuch  a  quandary,  that  (he  forgot  the  mod 
material  part  of  the  information ;  and, 
when  me  came  home,- went  into  an  hyi- 
terick'  fit  of  laughing.    This  tranfa&ion 
happened  three  days  ago,  during  which 
he  has  not  appeared ;  fo  that  I  fuppofe  he 
is  gone.     DcarLetty!  you  fee  how  For- 
tune takes  plcalure  in  perfecuting  your 
poor  friend!     If  you  mould  fee  him  at 
Gloucefter,  or  if  you  have  feeu  him,  and 
know  his   real  name  and  family,  pray 
keep  me  no  longer  in  fufpence.  And  yet, 
if  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  keephim- 
felf  longer  concealed,  and  has  a  real  af- 
fection for  me,  I  mould  hope  he  will,  in 
a  little  time,  declare  himfelf  to  my  rela7 
tions.     Sure,  if  there  is  nothing  unl'uit- 
able  in  the  match,  they  will  not  be  fo  cruel 
as  to  thwart  my  inclinations.     O  what 
happinefs  would  then  be  my  portion !    I 
cannot  help  indulging  the  thought,  and 
pleafmg  my  fancy  with  fuch  agreeable 
ideas ;  which,  after  all,  perhaps,  will  ne- 
ver be  realized.     But  why  mould  I  de- 
fpair  ?  Who  knows  what  will  happen  ? 
We  fet  out  for  Bath  to-morrow;  and  I 
am  almoft  ferry  for  it,  as  I  begin  to  be 
in  love  withfolitude,  and  this  is  a  charm- 
ing romantick  place.     The  air  is  fo  pruv ; 
the  Downs  fo  agreeable ;  the  furze  in  full 
blofTom ;  the  ground  enamelled  with  dai- 
fjcs,  and  primrofes,  and  cowflips;  all  the 
trees  bunting  into  leaves,  and  the  h-.d^s 
already  cloathed  with  their  vernal  livery  j 
the  mountains  covered  with  flocks  of 
fheep,  and  tender  bleating  wanton  lamb- 
kins, playing,  frilking,   and  (kipping1, 
from  fide  to  fide ;  the  groves  refoiuul  with 
the  notes  of  the  black-bird,  thndh,  and 
linnet;  and  all  night  long  fweet  Philo- 
mel pours  forth  her  ravifhingly  delightful 
fong.     Then,  for  variety,  we  go  down 
to  the  nymph  ofBriJlclfpnng,  where  the 
company  is  affembled  before  dinner;  fo 
good-natui  ed,fo  free,  fo  eafy;  and  there  we 
drink  the  water  fo  clear,  fo  pure,  fo  mild, 
fo  charmingly  maukilh.  There  the  fun  is 
fo  chearful  and  reviving;  the  weather  fo 
foft;  the  walk  fo  agreeable;  the   pro- 
fpeft  fo  amufing ;  and  the  (hips  and  boats 
goine;  rip  and  down  the  river,  clofe  un- 
der the  windows  of  the  Pump-room,  af- 
ford 
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ford  fuch  an  enchanting  variety  of  moving 
pictures,  as  require  a  much  abler  pen 
than  mine  to  defcribe.  To  make  this 
place  a  perfect  paradiie  to  me,  nothing  is 
wanting  but  an  agreeable  companionand 
fmcere  friend;  luch  as  my  dear  Mils 
Willis  hath  been,  and  I  hope  ftill  will  be, 
to  her  ever-faithful 

LYDIAMELFORD. 

Direct  for  me,  ftill  under  cover,  to 
Win  ;  and  Jarvis  will  take  care  to 
convey  it  i'afe.  Adieu. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHIEtlPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

BATH,  APRIL  24. 
DEAR   PHILLIPS, 

YO  U  have,  indeed,  reafon  to  be  fur- 
prized,  that  I  fhould  have  con- 
cealed  my   correfpondence    with    Mil's 
Blackeiby  from  you,  to  whom  I  difcloied 
all  my  other  connexions  of  that  nature ; 
but  the  truth  is,  I  never  dreamed  of  any 
luch  commerce,  till  your  lalt  informed 
me  that  it  had  produced  fomething  which 
could  not  be  much  longer  concealed.    It 
is  a  lucky  circumftance,  however,  that 
her  reputation  will  not  1'urFer  any  detri- 
ment, but-rather  derive  advantage,  from 
the  difcoveiy ;  which  will  prove,  atlealt, 
that  it  is  not  quite  Ib  rotten  as  mo  ft  peo- 
ple imagined.     For  my  own  part,  I  de- 
clare to  you,  in  all  the  iincerity  of  friend- 
fhip,  that,  far  from  having  any  amorous 
intercourie  with  the  object  in  queftion,  I 
never  had  die  lealt  acquaintance  with  her 
perfon ;  but,  if  (he  is  really  in  the  'condi- 
tion you  deicribe,  I  fufpeft  Manfel  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  the  whole.     His  vilits 
to  that  mrine  were  no  fecret ;  and  this  at- 
tachment, added  to  Ibme  good   ofhces 
which  you  know  he  has  done  me  iince  I 
left  Alma-mater,  give  me  a  right  to  be- 
lieve him  capable  of  faddluig  me  with 
this  fcandal  when  my  back  was  turned. 
Neverthelefs,  if  my  name  can  be  of  any 
lervice  to  him,  he  is  welcome  to  mak  ule 
pf  it ;  and  if  the  woman  fhould  be  aban- 
doned enough  to  {"wear  his  bantling  to 
me,  I  mult  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  com- 
pound with  the  parifh :  I  ihaM  pay  the 
penalty  without  repining;  and  you  will 
be  fo  good  as  to  draw  upon  me  immedi- 
ately for  therimi  required.     On  this  oc- 
calion,  I  aft  by  the  advice  of  my  uncle ; 
v/ho  fays  I  fhall  have  good  luck,  if  I  pals 
Ufe  without  being  obliged  to 


make  many  more  conrpofitions  of  the 
fame  kind.     The  old  gentleman  told  me 
lalt  night,  with  great  good-humour,  that, 
betwixt  the  age  of  twenty  and  forty,  he 
had  been  obliged  to  provide  for  nine  baf- 
tards,  fworn  to  him  by  women  whom  he 
never  law.     Mr.  Bramble's  character, 
which  feems  to  intereit  you  greatly,  opens 
and  improves  upon  me  every  day.     His 
Angularities  afford  a  rich  mine  of  enter- 
tainment.    His  underftanding,  Ib  far  as 
I  can  judge,  is  well  cultivated:  his  ob- 
fervations  on  life  are  equally  juft,  perti- 
nent, and  uncommon.     He  alfeGs  mi- 
faiitrophy,  in  order  to  conceal  the  lenfi- 
bility  of  a  heart  which  is  tender  even  to  a 
degree  of  weaknefs.     This  delicacy  of 
feeling,  or  forenefs  of  the  mind,  makes 
him  timorous  and  fearful :  but  then  he  is 
afraid  of  nothing  fo  much  as  of  dilho- 
nour;  and  although  he  is  exceedingly 
cautious  of  giving  offence,  he  will  fire  at 
the  Isalt  hint  of  infolence  or  ill-breeding. 
Refpe£tabie  as  he  is  upon  the  whole/ 1 
cannot  help  being  fometimes  diverted  by 
his  little  diitreU'es ;  which  provoke  him  to 
let  fly  the  lhafts  of  his  fa  tire,  keen  and 
penetrating   as  the  arrows  of  Teucer. 
Our  aunt  Tabitha  afts  upon  him  as  a 
perpetual  grind-ttone;  Ihe  is,  in  all  re- 
lpe£ts,  a  Itriking  contraft  to  her  brother: 
but  I  relerve  her  portrait  for  another  oc- 
caCon. 

Three  days  ago  we  came  hither  from 
the  Hot  Well,  and  took  pofleffion  cf  the 
fir!!  floor  of  alodging-houfeon  the  South 
Parade ;  a  fituation  which  my  uncle  chofe 
for  it's  being  near  the  bath,  and  remote 
iVom  the  noifeof  carriages.  He  was  fcarce 
warm  in  the  lodgings,  when  he  called  for 
his  night-cap,  his  wide  fhoes,  and  flan- 
nels, and  declared  himfelf  inverted  with 
the  gout  in  his  right-foot,  though  I  be- 
lieve it  had  as  yet  reached  no  farther  than 
his  imagination.  It  was  not  long  before 
he  had  reafon  to  repent  his  premature  de- 
claration ;  for  our  aunt  Tabitha  found 
means  to  make  fuch  a  clamour  and  con- 
fuiion  before  the  flannels  could  be  pro- 
duced from  the  trunk,  that  one  would 
have  imagined  the  houfe  was  on  fire.  All 
this  time,  uncle  fat  boiling  with  impa- 
tience, biting  his  fingers,  throwing  up 
his  eyes,  and  muttering  ejaculations ;  at 
length  he  burft  into  a  kind  »f  convulfive 
laugh,  after  which  he  hummed  a  fong; 
and,  when  the  hurricane  was  over,  ex- 
claimed— '  BleiTed  be  God  for  all  things!' 
This,  however, was  but  the  beginning  of 
hh  troubles.  Mrs.  Tabitha's  favourite 
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dog  Cho-.vder,  having  paid  his  compli- 
ment to  a  female  turnfpit  of  his  own 
fpecies  in  the  kitchen,  involved  h'hifelf 
in  a  quarrel  with  no  fewer  than  five  ri- 
vals, who  let  upon  him  at  once,  and 
drove  him  up  irairs  to  the  dining-room 
door  with  ahideous  noife :  there  onr  aimt 
and  her  woman,  taking  arms  in  his  de- 
tence,  joined  the  concert ;  which  became 
trnly  diabolical.  This'fray  being  with 
difficulty  fupprefled,  oy  the  intervention 
of  o\ir  own  footman  and  the  cook -maid 
of  the  houfe,  the  fquirs  had  jutl  opened 
Jiis  mouth  to  expostulate  with  Tabby, 
when  the  town-waits,  in  the  paflTage  be- 
low, ttruck  up  their  mufick,  if  muiick  it 
may  be  called,  with  Inch  a  fudden  burft 
of  ibund,  as  made  him  ftart  and  ttare, 
with  marks  of  indignation  and  difquiet. 
He  had  recollection  enough  to  fend  his 
tcrvant  with  fome  money  to  filence  thole 
noify  intruders ;  and  they  were  immedi- 
ately difmiflfed,  though  not  without  fome 
oppofitiun  on  the  part  of  Tabitha,  who 
thought  it  but  realbnable  that  he  fhould 
have  more  mufick  for  his  money.  Scarce 
had  he  fettled  this  knotty  point,  when  a 
Jbrange  kind  of  thumping  and  bouncing 
was  heard  right  over-head,  in  the  fecond 
ftory,  fo  loud  and  violent  as  to  make  the 
whole  building.  I  own  I  was  exceed- 
ingly provoked  at  this  new  alarm ;  and, 
before  my  untie  had  time  to  exprefs 
himfelf  on  the  fubjeft,  I  ran  up  Itairs 
to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  Finding 
the  room-door  open,  I  entered  with- 
out ceremony,  and  perceived  an  ob;ec~t 
which  I  cannot  now  recolleft  without 
laughing  to  excefs ;  it  vras  a  dancing- 
mafter  with  his  fcholar,  in  the  acT:  of 
teaching.  The  mafter  was  blind  of  one 
eye,  and  lame  at  one  foot,  and  led  about 
the  room  his  pupil,  who  feemed  to  be 
about  the  age  of  threefcore,  (looped  mor- 
tally/was  tall,  raw  boned,  hard-fa- 
voured, with  a  woollen  night-cap  on  his 
head ;  and  he  had  Itripped  off  his  coat, 
that  he  might  be  more  nimble  in  his  mo- 
tions. Finding  himfelf  intruded  upon 
by  a  pcrfon  he  did  not  know,  he  forth- 
with girded  himfelf  with  a  Jong  iron 
fword;  and  advancing  tome,  with  a  pe- 
remptory air,  pronounced,  in  a  true  Hi- 
bernian accent — '  Milter  What  d'ye  cal- 
lum,  by  my  faoul  and  confcience,  I 
am  very  glad  to  fea  you,  if  you  are  af- 
ter coming  in  the  way  of  friendfhip; 
and  indeed,  and  indeed  now,  I  believe 
you  are  my  friend  furc  enough,  gra; 
though  I  never  h:v.l  the  honour  to  ft* 


1  your  face  before,  my  dear ;  for  brrarife 
'  you  come  like  a  friend,  witluv.it  any  ce- 

*  rcmony  at  all,  at  all — '     I  told  him  the 
nature  of  my  viiit  would  not  admit  of 
ceremony ;  that  I  was  come  to  defire  he 
would  make  lefs  noife,  as  there  was  a  fick 
gentleman  below  whom  he  had  no  right 
to  difturb  with  fuch  prepofterous  doings. 
'  Why, look-ye  now, younggentleman," 
replied  this   original,    '  perhaps,    npon 

*  another  occalion,   I  might  Oiivilly  re- 
c  qutft  you  to  explain  the  maining  of 
'  that  hard  word  prepajler'jus :  but  there 
'  is  a  time  for  all  things,  honey.'     So 
faying,  he  pafled  me  with  great  agility } 
and,   running  down  ftairs,  found  our 
footman  at   the  dining-room  door,  of 
whom  he  demanded  admittance  to  pay 
hi?  rdpefts  to  the  ftranger.     As  the  fel- 
low did  not  think  proper  to  refufe  the- 
requeft  of  fuch  a  formidable  figure,  he 
was    immediately   introduced,  and  ad- 
drelTed  himfelf  to  my  uncle   in   thefe 
words :    '  Your   humble  lervant,    gdbd 

Sir.   I  am  not  fo  prepaftercus,  as  your 
fon  calls  it,  hut  I  know  the  rules  of 
fhivility.     I  am  a  poor  knight  of  Ire- 
land; my  name  is  Sir  Ulic  Mackilli- 
gut,  of  the  county  of  Galway.    Being 
your  fellow-lodger,  I  am  ccme  to  pay 
my  refpecls,  and  to  welcome  you  to 
the  South  Parade,  and  to  offer  my  belt 
fervices  to  you,  and  your  good  lady, 
and  your  pretty  daughter ;  and  even 
to   the  young   gentleman   your  fon, 
though  he  thinks  ma  a  prepafmrous 
fellow.     You  mull  know  I  am  to  have 
the  honour  to  open  a  ball  next  door 
to-morrow  with  Lady  Mac  Manus; 
and  being  rufted  in  my  dancing,  I  was 
refrelhing  my  memory  with   a  little 
exercife;  but  if  I  had  known  there  was 
a  fick  perfon below,  by  Chrift !  I  would 
have  Iboner  danced  a  hornpipe  upon 
my  own  head,  than  walk   the  fofteft 
minuet  over  yours.'     My  uncle,  who 
was  not  a  little  ftartled  at  his  firlt  ap- 
pearance, received  his  compliment  with 
great  complacency,  infilled  upon  his  be- 
ing feated,  thanked  him  for  the  honour 
of  his  vifit,  and  reprimanded  me  for  my 
abrupt  cxpoftulation  with  a  gentlei.ian  of 
his  rank  and  character.     Thus  tutored, 
I  afked  pardon  of  the  knight  5  who  forth- 
with darting  up,  embraded  me  fo  clofc, 
that  I  could  hardly  breathe;  and  allured 
me  lit   loved  me  as  his  own  foul.     At 
length,  recoiic-cting   his    nisjht-cap,    he 
pulled  it  oft"  in  fome   conhilion;  and, 
his  bald  pate  uncovered,  made  » 
thoufand 
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thoufand  apologies  to  the  ladies,  as  he 
retired.  At  that  inftant,  the  Abbey 
bells  began  to  ring  fo  loud,  that  we 
could  not  hear  one  another  fpeak  ;  and 
this  peal,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  was 
for  the  honour  of  Mr.  Bullock,  an  emi- 
nent cow-keeper  of  Tottenham,  who 
had  hill  arrived  at  Bath  to  drink  the 
waters  for  indigeilion.  Mr.  Bramble  , 
had  not  time  to  make  his  remarks  upon 
the  agreeable  nature  of  this  ferenade, 
before  his  ears  were  i'aluted  with  ano- 
ther concert  that  interefted  him  more 
nearly.  Two  negroes,  belonging  to  a 
Creole  gentleman  who  lodged  in  the 
lame  houle,  taking  their  Nation  at  a  win- 
dow in  the  four-cafe,  about  ten  feet  from 
our  dining-room  door,  began  to  prac- 
tife  upon  the  French  horn ;  and  being  in 
the  very  firll  rudiments  of  execution, 
produced  liich  difcordant  founds,  as 
might  have  difcompofed  the  organs  of 
an  afs.  You  may  guefs  what  effect  they 
had  upon  the  irritable  nerves  of  uncle ; 
who,  with  the  moll  admirable  expi  efiion 
of  fplenetick  furprize  in  his  countenance, 
lent  his  man  to  filence  thofe  dreadful 
blafts,  and  defire  the  muiicians  to  prac- 
tife  in  fome  other  place,  as  they  had  no 
right  to  Hand  there  and  difturb  all  the  ' 
lodgers  in  the  houfe.  Thofe  fable  per- 
formers, far  from  taking  the  hint  and 
withdrawing,  treated  the  meiTenger  with 
great  inlblence,  bidding  him  carry  his 
compliments  to  their  mafter,  Colonel 
Rigwonn,  who  would  give  hrrn  a  pro- 
per ani'wer,  and  a  good  drubbing  into 
the  bargain ;  in  the  mean  time  they  con- 
tinued their  noil'e,  and  even  endeavoured 
to  make  it  more  difagreeable ;  laughing 
between  whiles  at  the  thoughts  of  being 
.able  to  torment  their  betters  with'  im- 
punity. Our  fquire,  incenfed  at  the  ad- 
ditional infult,  immediately  difpatched 
the  fervant  with  his  compliments  to  Co- 
lonel Rigworm,  requeuing  that  he  would 
order  his  blacks  to  be  quiet,  as  the  noife 
they  made  was  altogether  intolerable. 
To  this  meffage  the  Creole  colonel  re- 
plied, that  his  horns  had  a  right  to  found 
on  a  common  ftair-cale;  that  there  they 
fhould  play  for  his  diverfion ;  and  that 
thofe  who  did  not  like  the  noife,  might 
look  for  lodgings  elfewhere.  Mr.  Bram- 
ble no  fooner  received  thi?  reply,  than 
his  eyes  began  to  gliften,  his  face  grew 
pale,  and  his  teeth  chattered.  After  a 
moment's  paufe,  he  (lipped  on  his  mocs 
without  {peaking  a  word,  or  feerning  to 
feel  any  fajther  dilturbancs  from  the 


gout  in   his  toes;   then   matching  h:.s 
cane,  he  opened  the  door,  and  proceeded 
to  the  place  where  the  black  trumpeters 
were  polled.     There,   without   farther 
helitation,  he  began  to  belabour  them 
both;   and   exerted   himfelf  with   fuch 
aftoniming  vigour  and  agility,  that  both 
their  heads  and  horns  were  broken  in  a 
twinkling,  and  they  ran  howling  down 
flairs   to   their   mailer's   parlour  -  door. 
The  fquire,  following  them  half  way, 
called  aloud,  that  the  colonel  might  hear 
him — '  Go,  rafcals,  and  tell  your  ma- 
fter what  I  have  done !     If  he  thinks 
himfelf  injured,  he  knows  where  to 
come  for  fatisfaction.     As  for  you, 
this  is  but  an  earneil  of  what  you  mall 
receive,  if  ever  you  prefume  to  blow  a 
horn  again  here  while  I  ftay  in  the 
houfe.'     So  faying,  he  retired  to  his 
apartment,    in   expectation   of  hearing 
from  the  Weil  Indian ;  but  the  colonel 
prudently   declined   any  farther  profe- 
curion  of  the  difpute.     My  lifter  Liddy 
was  frightened  into  a  fit;  from  which 
me  was  no  fooner  recovered,  than  Mrs. 
Tabitha  began  a  lecture  upon  patience; 
which  her   brother  interrupted  with   a 
mod  lignificant  grin,exclaiming— -'True, 
filter;  God  encreafe  my  patience  and 
your   difcretion!     I   wonder,'    added 
le,  '  what  Ibrt  of  ibnata  we  are  to  ex- 
pect from  this  overture,   in  which  the 
devil,  thatprefides  over  horrid  founds, 
hath  given  us  fuch  variations  of  dii'- 
cord.     The  trampling  of  porters,  the 
creaking  and  cralhing  of  trunks,  the 
fnarling  of  curs,  the  fcolding  of  wo- 
men, the  fqueaking  and  fqualling  of 
fiddles  and  hautboys  out  of  tune,  the 
bouncing  of  the   Irim   baronet  over  ' 
head,  and  the  burfting,  belching,  and 
brattling  of  the  French  horns  in  the 
palfage,  not  to  mention  the  harmoni- 
ous peal  that  ftill  thunders  from  the 
Abbey  fteeple,  fucceeding  one  another 
without  interruption,  like  the  diffe- 
rents  parts  of  the  fame  conceit,  have 
given  me  fuch  an  idea  of  what  a  poor 
invalid  has  to  expect  in  this  temple, 
dedicated  to  Silence  and  Repofe,  that 
I  mall  certainly  Ihift  my  quarters  to- 
morrow, and  endeavour  to  effectuate 
my  retreat  before  Sir  Ulic  opens  the 
ball  with  my  Lady  Mac   Manvrsj  a 
conjunction  that  bodes  me  no  good.' 
This  intimation  was  by  no  rrteans  agree- 
able to  Mrs.  Tabitha,  whofe  ears  were 
not  quite  fo  delicate  as  thofe  of  her  bro- 
ther j  me  faidit  wovild  be  great  folly  to 
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jccve  from  fuch  agreeable  lodgings,  the 
moment  they  were  comfortably  fettled. 
She  wondered  he  mould  he  inch  an  ene- 
my to  mulick  and  mirth ;  fhe  heard  no 
noile  but  of  his  own  making  •.  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  manage  a  family  in  dumb- 
Ihew.     He  might  harp  as  long  as  he 
pleafed  upon  her  fcolding;  but  me  never 
fcoldcd,  except  for  his  advantage :  but 
he  would  never  be  fatisfied,  even  tho'f 
me  mould  1'weat  blood  and  water  in  his 
fervice.     J  have  a  great  notion  that  our 
aunt,  who  is  now  declining  into  the  moft 
deiperate  ftate  of  celibacy,  had  formed 
fome  defigrt  upon  the  heart  of  Sir  Ulic 
Mackilliguf,  which  (he  feared  might  be 
fruftrated  by  our  abrupt  departure  from 
thele  lodgings.     Her  brother,  eyeing  her 
aikance — '  Pardon  me,  filter/  laid  he; 
I  fhould  be  a  favage  indeed,  were  I  in- 
fenfible  of  my  own  felicity,  in  having 
I'uch   a  mild,  complacent,  good-hu- 
moured,   and  confiderate   companion 
and  houfckeeper;  but,  as  I  have  got  a 
weak  head,  and  my  ienfe  of  hearing  is 
painfully  acute,  before  I  have  recourfe 
to  plugs  of  wool  and  cotton,  I  will 
try  whether  I   cannot  find    another 
lodging  where  I  fhall  have  more  quiet 
and   lei's   mufick/      He   accordingly 
difpatched  his  man  upon  this  fervice; 
and  next:  day  he  found  a  frnall  honfe  in 
Mill/ham  Street,  which  he  hires  by  the 
week.     Here,  at  leaft,  we  enjoy  conve- 
nience and  quiet  within  doors,  as  much 
as  Tabby's  temper  will  allow;  but  the 
fquire  ftill  complains  of  flying  pains  in 
the  ftomach  and   head,  for  which   he 
bathes  and  drinks  the  waters.     He  is 
not  fo  bad,  however,  but  that  he  goes  in 
perfon  to  the  putnp,  the  rooms,  and  the 
coffee-houfcs ;  where  he  picks  up  conti- 
nual food  for  ridicule  and  latire.     If  I 
can  glean  any  thing  for  your  amufe- 
ment,  either  from  his  obfervation  or  my 
own,  you  ihall  have  it  freely;  though  I 
am  afraid  it  will  poorly  compenfate  the 
trouble  of  reading  thefc  tedious  infipid 
letters  of,  dear  Phillips,  yjrurs  always, 

JER.  MELFORD. 


TO    DR.    LEWIS. 

BATH,  APRIL   23. 
DT.A*    DOCTOt, 

IF  I  did  not  know  that  the  exercife  of 
your  profeflion  has  habituated  you  to 
the  hearing  ot  complaints,  I  mould  make 
&  conscience  of  troubling  you  with  my 


correipcndence,  which  may  be  truly  called 
The  Lamentations  of  Matthew  Bramble. 
Yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  I  have  fome 
right  to  difcharge  the  overflowings  of  my 
ipleenupon  you,  whofe  province  it  is  to 
remove  thole  diforders  that  occafioned  it; 
and,  let  me  tell  you,  it  is  no  fmall  alle- 
viation of  my  grievances  that  I  have  a 
lenfible  friend,  to  whom  I  can  commu- 
nicate my  crulty  humo\irs;  which,  by 
retention,  would  grow  intolerably  acri- 
monious. 

You  muft  know,  I  find  nothing  but 
difappointment  at  Bath;  which  is  fo  al- 
tered, that  I  can  Icarce  believe  it  is  the 
fame  place  that  I  frequented  about  thirty 
years  ago.  Methinks  I  hear  you  fay— 
Altered  it  is,  without  all  doubt ;  hut 
then  it  is  altered  for  the  better :  a  truth 
which,  perhaps,  you  would  own  with- 
out helitation,  if  you  yourfelt  was  not 
altered  for  the  worfe.'  The  reflection 
may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  julr.  The  in- 
conveniences which  I  overlooked  in  the 
high  day  of  health,  will  naturally  ftrike 
with  exaggerated  impreffion  on  the  irri- 
table nerves  of  an  invalid,  furprized  by 
premature  old  age,  and  mattered  with 
long-fuftering.  But,  I  believe,  you  will 
not  deny  that  this  place,  which  Natme 
and  Providence  feem  to  have  intended  as 
a  refource  from  diihmper  and  difquiet, 
is  become  the  very  center  of  racket  and 
diflipation.  Inftead  of  that  peace,  tran- 
quillity, and  eafe,  fo  necefiary  to  tholt 
who  labour  under  bad  health,  v.vak 
nerves,  and  irregular  fpirits;  here  we 
have  nothing  but  noife,  tumult,  and  hur- 
ry ;  with  the  fatigue  and  flavery  of  main- 
taining a  cervmonial,  more  ftiff,  formal, 
and  oppreflive,  than  the  etiquette  of  a 
Gorman  elector.  A  national  hofpital  it 
may  be;  but  one  would  imagine  that 
none  but  lunaticks  are  admitted;  and, 
truly,  I  will  give  you  leave  to  call  me  fo, 
if  I  ftay  much  longer  at  Bath.  But  I 
mail  take  another  opportunity  to  explain 
my  fentiments  at  greater  length  on  this 
fuirjeft.  I  was  impatient  to  fee  the boafted 
improvements  in  architecture,  for  which 
the  upper  parts  of  the  town  have  been  fo 
much  celebrated;  and  the  other  day  I 
irv.de  a  circuit  of  all  the  new  buildings. 
The  Square,  though  irregular,  is,' on  the 
whole,  pretty  well  laid  out,  fpacious, 
open,  and  airy;  and,  in  my  opinion,  by 
far  the  moft  wholelbme  and  agreeable 
fituation  in  Bath,  eipecially  the  upper- 
fide  of  it ;  but  the  avenues  to  it  are  mean, 
dirty,  dangerous, and  indirect.  It's  com- 
munication with  the  baths  is  through 
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the  yard  of  an  inn,  where  the  poor  trem- 
bling valetudinarian  is  carried  in  a  chair, 
betwixt  the  heels  of  a  double  row  of 
hories,  wincing  under  the  curry-combs 
of  grooms  and  poililions,  over  and  above 
the  hazard  of  being  obftrucled,  or  over- 
turned, by  the  carriages  which  are  con- 
tinually making  their  exit  or  their  en- 
trance. I  fuppofe,  after  feme  chairmen 
mall  have  been  maimed,  and  a  few  lives 
loft  by  thofe  accidents,  the  corporation 
will  think,  in  earneft,  about  providing 
a  more  fate  and  commodious  paffage. 
The  Circus  is  a  pretty  bauble ;  contrived 
for  mew,  and  looks  like  Vefpaiian's  am- 
phitheatre turned  outfide  in.  If  we  con- 
lider  it  in  point  of  magnificence,  the 
great  number  of  fmall  doors  belonging 
to  the  feparate  houfes,  the  inconfiderable 
height  of  the  different  orders,  the  affecled 
ornaments  of  the  architrave,  which  are 
both  childifh  and  miiplaced,  and  the 
areas  projecting  into  the  ilreet,  furround- 
ed  with  iron-rails,  deftroy  a  good  part  of 
it's  effecl  upon  the  eye  ;  and,  perhaps, 
we  mail  find  it  ftill  more  defective,  if  we 
view  it  in  the  light  of  convenience.  The 
figure  of  each  feparate  dwelling-houfe, 
being  the  fegment  of  a  circle,  muft  fpoil 
the  fymmetry  of  the  rooms,  by  contrail- 
ing  them  towards  the  ftreet-windows,  ' 
and  leaving  a  larger  fweep  in  the  fpace 
behind.  If,  inftead  of  the  areas  and  iron- 
rails,  which  feem  to  be  of  very  little  ufe, 
there  had  been  a  comdore  with  arcades 
all  round,  as  in  Covent  Garden,  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  whole  would  have  been 
more  magnificent  and  finking:  thole 
arcades  would  have  afforded  an  agree- 
able covered-walk,  and  flickered  the  poor 
chairmen  and  their  carriages  from  the 
rain,  which  is  here  almoft  perpetual.  At 
prefent,  the  chairs  ftand  fbaking  in  the 
open  ftreet,  from  morning  to  night,  till 
they  become  fo  many  boxes  of  wet  lea- 
ther, for  the  benefit  of  the  gouty  and 
rhetimatick,  who  are  tranfported  in  them 
from  place  to  place.  Indeed,  this  is  a 
fhocking  inconvenience  that  extends  over 
the  whole  city;  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  it 
produces  infinite  mifchief  to  the  delicate 
and  infirm:  even  the  clofe-chairs,  con- 
trived  for  the  fick,  by  (landing  in  the 
open  air,  have  their  frize- linings  im- 
pregnated, like  fo  many  fpunges,  with 
the  moifture  of  the  atmof  phere ;  and  thofe 
cafes  of  cold  vapour  mud  give  a  charm- 
ing check  to  the  perfpiration  of  a  patient, 
piping  hot  from  the  Bath,  with  all  his 
pores  wide  open. 


But,  to  return  to  the  Circus.  It  is  in- 
convenient from  it's  fituation,  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  all  the  markets,  baths,  and 
places  of  publick  entertainment.  The 
only  entrance  to  it,  through  Gay  Street, 
is  fo  difficult,  fteep,  and  flippery,  that, 
in  wet  weather,  it  muft  be  exceedingly 
dangerous,  both  for  thofe  that  ride  in 
carnages,  and  thofe  that  walk  a-footj 
and  when  the  ftreet  is  covered  with  fnow, 
as  it  was  for  fifteen  days  fucceffively  this 
very  winter,  I  do  not  fee  how  any  indivi- 
dual could  go  either  up  or  down,  with- 
out the  moll  imminent  hazard  of  broken 
bones.  In  blowing  weather,  I  am  told, 
mod  of  the  houfes  on  this  hill  are  fmo- 
thered  with  fmoke,  forced  down  the 
chimnies  by  the  gufts  of  wind  reverbe- 
rated from  the  hill  behind,  which  (I  ap- 
prehend likewiie)  muft  render  the  at- 
mofphere  here  more  humid  and  unwhole- 
fome  than  it  is  in  the  fquare  below :  for 
the  clouds,  formed  by  the  coniiant  eva- 
poration from  the  baths  and  rivers  in  the 
bottom,  will,  in  their  afcent  this  way,  be 
firfl  attracted  and  detained  by  the  hill 
that  rifes  clofe  behind  the  Circus,  and 
load  the  air  with  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of 
vapours.  This  point,  however,  may  be 
eafily  afcertained  by  means  of  an  hy- 
grometer, or  a  paper  of  fait  of  tartar  ex- 
pofed  to  the  a6lion  of  the  atmoiphere. 
The  fame  artift  who  planned  the  Circus, 
has  likewife  projected  a  Crelcent :  when 
that  is  finifhed,  we  mall  probably  have  a 
Star;  and  thofe  who  are  living  thirty 
years  hence,  may,  perhaps,  fee  all  the 
figns  of  the  Zodiack  exhibited  in  archi- 
tecture at  Bath.  Thele,  however  fan- 
taftical,  are  ftill  defigns  that  denote  f'oma 
ingenuity  and  knowledge  in  the  archi- 
tect :  but  the  rage  of  building  has  laid 
hold  on  fuch  a  number  of  adventurers, 
that  one  fees  new  houfes  ftarting  up  in 
every  out-let  and  every  corner  of  Bath ; 
contrived  without  judgment,  executed 
without  folidity,  and  ftuck  together  with 
fo  little  regard  to  plan  and  propr^v,  rrtrtt 
the  different  lines  of  the  new  rows  and 
buildings  interfere  with  and  interiect  one 
another  in  every  different  angle  of  con- 
junction. They  look  like  the  wreck  of 
ftreets  and  fquares  disjointed  by  an  earth- 
quake, which  hath  broken  the  ground 
into  a  variety  of  holes  and  hillocks ;  or, 
as  if  fome  Gothick  devil  had  fluffed  them 
all  together  in  a  bag,  and  left  them  fo  fond 
higgledy-piggledy,  jure  as  chance  di- 
rected .  What  fort  of  a  monfter  E  ath  wi  11 
become  in  a  few  years,  with  tholb  gvow- 
D  ing 
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ing  excrefcenccs,  may  be  eafily  conceiv- 
ed. But  the  want  of  beauty  and  propor- 
tion is  not  the  vvorft  effeft  of  thefe  new 
manfions ;  they  are  built  fo  flight,  with 
the  foft  crumbling  ftone  found  in  this 
neighbourhood,  that  I  fliould  never  fleep 
quietly  in  one  of  them,  when  it  blowed 
(as  the  failors  fay)  a  cap-full  of  wind: 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  my  hind  Roger 
Williams,  or  any  man  of  equal  ftiength, 
would  be  able  to  pufh  his  foot  through 
the  ftrongeft  part  of  their  walls,  without 
any  great  exertion  of  his  mufcles.  All 
thefe  abiurdities  arife  from  the  general 
tide  of  luxury,  which  hath  overfpread  the 
nation,  and  i'vvept  away  all,  even  the  veiy 
dregs  of  the  people.  Every  upftart  of 
fortune,  harnefled  in  the  trappings  of  the 
mode,  prefents  himfelf  at  Bath  as  in  the 
very  focus  of  obfervation.  Clerks  and 
factors  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  loaded  with 
the  i'poil  of  plundered  provinces}  planters, 
negro-drivers,  and  huckfters,  from  our 
American  plantations,  enriched  they 
know  not  how;  agents,  commiflaries, 
and  contractors,  who  have  fattened,  in 
two  fucceflive  wars,  on  the  blood  of  the 
nation ;  ufurers,  brokers,  and  jobbers, 
of  every  kind ;  men  of  low  birth  and  no 
breeding,  have  found  themlelves  fud- 
denly  tranflated  into  a  ftate  cf  affluence, 
unknown  to  former  ages  :  and  no  won- 
der that  their  brains  mould  be  intoxicated 
with  pride,  vanity,  and  prefumption. 
Knowing  no  other  criterion  of  greatnefs 
but  the  oftentation  of  wealth,  they  dif- 
charge  their  affluence,  without  tafte  or 
conduct,  through  every  channel  of  the 
moft  abi'urd  extravagance;  and  all  of 
them  hurry  to  Bath,  becaufe  here,  with- 
out any  farther  qxialification,  they  can 
mingle  with  the  princes  and  nobles  of 
the  land.  Even  the  wives  and  daughters 
of  low  tradelmen,  who,  like  ihovti-noled 
{harks,  prey  upon  the  blubber  of  thofe 
uncouth  whales  of  fortune,  are  infected 
with  the  fame  rage  of  dilplaying  their  im- 
portance ;  and  the  flighteft  indifpoiition 
iervcs  them  for  a  pretextto  infift  upon  be- 
ing conveyed  to  Bath,  where  they  may 
hobble  country  -  dances  and  cotillons  a- 
inonglordlings,  fquires,  counfellors,and 
clergy.  Thefe  delicate  creatures  from 
Bedfordbvuy,  Butcher-Row,  Crutched- 
Friars,  and  Botolph-Lane.cannotbrtathe 
in  the  grofs  air  of  the  Lower  Town,  or 
conform  to  the  vulgar  rules  of  a  common 
lodging-houfe ;  the  hufband,  therefore, 
muft  provide  an  entire  houfe,  or  elegant 
apartments  in  the  new  buildings.  Such 


is  the  compofition  of  what  is  called  the 
fafliionahle  company  of  Bath ;  where  a 
veiy  inconfiderable  proportion  of  genteel 
people  are  loft  in  a  mob  of  impudent  ple- 
beians, who  have  neither  understanding 
nor  judgment,  nor  the  leaft  idea  of  pro- 
priety and  decorum ;  and  feem  to  enjoy 
nothing  fo  much  as  an  opportunity  of  in- 
fuiting  their  betters. 

Thus  the  number  of  people  and  the 
number  of  houfes  continue  to  encreafej 
and  this  will  ever  be  the  cafe,  till  the 
ftreams  that  fwell  this  irrefiftible  torrent ' 
of  folly  and  extravagance  mail  either  be 
exhaufred,  or  turned  into  other  channels, 
by  incidents  and  events  which  I  do  not- 
pretend  to  forefee.  This,  I  own,  is  a 
lubjecl  on  which  I  cannot  write  with 
any  degree  of  patience ;  for  the  mob  is  a 
monfter  I  never  could  abide,  either  in- 
k's head,  tail,  midriff,  or  members;  I 
cleteft  the  whole  of  it  as  a  mafs  of  igno- 
rance, prefumption,  malice,  and  bru- 
tality :  and,  in  this  term  of  reprobation, 
I  include,  without  refpect  to  rank,  fta- 
tion,  or  quality,  all  thofe  of  both  fexes, 
who  affecT:  it's  manners,  and  court  it's 
fociety. 

But  I  have  written  till  my  fingers  are 
cramped,  and  my  naufea  begins  to  re- 
turn. By  your  advice,  I  fent  to  London 
a  few  days  ago  for  half  a  pound  of  geng- 
zeng;  though  I  doubt  much  whether 
that  which  comes  from  America  is 
equally  efficacious  with  what  is  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies.  Some  years  ago, 
a  friend  of  mine  paid  fixteen  guineas  for 
two  ounces  of  it;  and,  in  fix  months 
after,  it  was  fold  in  the  fame  (hop  for  five 
millings  the  pound.  In  fhort,  we  live  in 
a  vile  world  of  fraud  and  fophiftication ; 
fo  that  I  know  nothing  of  equal  value 
with  the  genuine  friend/hip  of  a  feniible 
man ;  a  rait  jewel !  which  I  cannot  help 
thinking  myfelf  in  pofieffion  of,  while  I 
repeat-trie  old  declaration,  that  I  am,  as 
uiual,  dear  Lewis,  your  affectionate 

M.  BRAMBLE. 

After  having  been  agitated  in  a  fliort 
hurricane,  on  my  firft  arrival,  I  have 
taken  a  linall  houfe  in  Milfham 
Street,  where  I  am  tolerably  well 
lodged,  for  rive  guineas  a  week.  I 
was  yefterday  at  the  Pump-room, 
and  drank  about  a  pint  of  the  wa- 
ter, which  feems  to  agree  with  my 
ftomach ;  and  to-morrow  morning 
I  mall  bathe,  for  the  tirft  time ;  fo 
that 
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that  in  a  few  pofts  you  may  expeft 
farther  trouble:  meanwhile,  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  the  inoculation  has 
fucceeded  fo  well  with  poor  Joyce, 
and  that  her  face  will  be  but  little 
marked.  If  my  friend  Sir  Thomas 
was  a  fmgle  man,  I  would  not  truft 
fuch  a  handfome  wench  in  his  fa- 
mily :  but,  as  I  have  recommended 
her,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the 
protection  of  Lady  G— — ,  who  is 
one  of  the  beft  women  in  the  world, 
flie  may  go  thither,  without  hefita- 
tion,  as  foon  as  (he  is  quite  reco- 
vered, and  fit  for  fervice.  Let  her 
mother  have  money  to  provide  her 
with  neceffaries ;  and  me  may  ride 
behind  her  brother  on  Bucks :  but 
you  muft  lay  ftrong  injunctions  on 
}ack  to  take  particular  care  of  the 
trufty  old  veteran,  who  has  faith- 
fully earned  his  prefent  eafe  by  his 
pad  fervices. 


TO  MISS  WILLIS,   AT  GLOUCESTER. 

BATH,  APRIL  26. 
MY  DF.AREST  COMPANION, 

THE  pleafure  I  received  from  yours, 
which  came  to  hand  yefterday,  is 
not  to  be  exprefled.  Love  and  friendship 
are,  without  doubt,  charming  paffions  5 
which  abfence  ferves  only  to  heighten 
and  improve.  Your  kind  prefent  of  the 
garnet-bracelets  I  mall  keep  as  carefully 
as  I  preferve  my  own  life;  and  I  beg 
you  will  accept,  in  return,  of  my  heart- 
houfewife,  with  the  tortoiie-mell  memo- 
randum-book, as  a  trifling  pledge  of  my 
unalterable  affection. 

Bath  is  to  me  a  new  world ;  all  is  gaiety, 
good-humour,  and  diverfion:  the  eye  is 
continually  entertained  with  the  fplendor 
of  drefs  and  equipage ;  and  the  ear  with 
the  found  of  coaches,  chaifes,  chairs,  and 
other  carriages.  The  merry  belli  ring 
round  from  morn  till  night.  Then  we 
are  welcomed  by  the  city-waits  in  our 
own  lodgings :  we  have  mufick  in  the 
Pump-room  every  morning;  cotillons 
every  forenoon  in  the  rooms ;  balls  twice 
a  week ;  and  concerts  e  veiy  other  night ; 
befides  private  aflemblies  and  parties 
without  number.  As  foon  as  we  were 
fettled  in  lodgings,  we  were  vifited  by  the 
matter  of  the  ceremonies ;  a  pretty  little 
gentleman,  fo  fweet,  fo  fine,  fo  civil,  and 
polite,  that  in  our  country  he  might  pafs 
£or  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  then  lie  talks 


fo  charmingly,  both  in  verfe  and  profe, 
that  you  would  be  delighted  to  hear  him 
difcourfe ;  for,  you  muft  know,  he  is  a 
great  writer,  and  has  got  five  tragedies 
ready  for  the  ftage.  He  did  us  the  fa- 
vour to  dine  with  us,  by  my  uncle's  in- 
vitation ;  and  next  day  fquired  my  aunt 
and  me  to  every  part  of  Bath ;  which,  to 
be  fure,  is  an  earthly  paradife.  The 
Square,  the  Circus,  and  the  Parades, 
put  yon  in  mind  of  the  fumptuous  pa- 
laces reprefented  in  prints  and  pi&ures ; 
and  the  new  buildings,  fuch  as  Princes- 
Row,  Harlequin's-Row,  BladucTs  •  Row, 
and  twenty  other  rows,  look  like  fo  many 
enchanted  caftles,  raiied  oil  hanging  ter- 
races. 

At  eight  in  the  morning,  we  go  in  dif- 
habiile  to  the  Pump-room,  which  is 
crouded  like  a  Welfli  fair ;  and  there  you 
fee  the  higheft  quality  and  the  lowelt 
trades-folk  joftling  each  other,  without 
ceremony,  hail-fellow  well  met.  The 
noife  of  the  muiick  playing  in  the  gal- 
lery, the  heat  and  flavour  of  fuch  a 
crowd,  and  the  hum  and  buz  of  their 
converfation,  gave  me  the  head-ache  and 
vertigo  the  firftday ;  but,  afterwards,  all 
thefe  things  became  familiar,  and  even 
agreeable.  Right  under  the  Pump-room 
-windows  is  the  King's -Bath;  a  huge 
ciftern,  where  you  fee  the  patients  up  to 
their  necks  in  hot-water.  The  ladies 
wear  jackets  and  petticoats  of  brown  li- 
nen, with  chip  hats,  in  which  they  fix 
their  handkerchiefs  to  wipe  the  fweat 
from  their  faces :  but,  truly,  whether  it 
is  owing  to  the  fteam  that  furrounds 
them,  or  the  heat  of  the  water,  or  the 
nature  of  the  drefs,  or  to  all  thefe  caufes 
together,  they  look  fo  fluflied,  and  fo 
frightful,  that  I  always  turn  my  eyes 
another  way.  My  aunt,  who  fays  every 
perfon  of  fafhion  mould  make  her  ap- 
pearance in  the  bath,  as  well  as  in  the 
abbey -church,  contrived  a  cap  with 
cherry-coloured  ribbands  to  fuit  her  com- 
plexion, and  obliged  Win  to  attend  her 
yefterday  morning  in  the  water.  But, 
really,  her  eyes  were  fo  red,  that  they 
made  miye  water  as  I  viewed  her  from 
the  Pump-room ;  and  as  for  poor  Win, 
who  wore  a  hat  trimmed  with  blue,  what 
betwixt  her  wan  complexion  and  her 
fear,  me  looked  like  the  ghoft  of  feme 
pale  maiden,  who  had  drowned  herfelf 
for  love.  When  fhe  came  out  of  the 
bath,  fhe  took  aflafnatida  drops,  and  was 
fluttered  all  day ;  fo  that  we  could  hardly 
keep  her  irom  going  into  hyftericks  i  but 
D  z  her 
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her  miftrefs  fays  it  will  do  her  good  5  and 
poor  Win  curtteys  with  the  tears  in  her 
eyes.  For  my  part,  I  content  myfeif 
with  drinking  about  half  a  pint  of  the 
water  every  morning. 

The  pumper,  with  his  wife  and  fervant, 
attend  within  a  bar;  and  the  glaflfes,  of 
different  fizes,  Hand  ranged  in  order  be- 
fore them;  Ib  you  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  point  at  that  which  you  chufe,  and 
it  is  filled  immediately,  hot  and  i'park- 
ling  from  the  pump.  It  is  the  only  hot 
water  I  could  ever  drmk  without  being 
fick.  Far  from  having  that  effeft,  it  is 
rather  agreeable  to  the  tafte,  grateful  to 
the  ftomach,  and  reviving  to  the  fpirits. 
You  cannot  imagine  what  wonderful 
cures  it  performs.  My  uncle  began  with 
it  the  other  day;  but  he  made  wry  faces 
in  drinking ;  and  I  am  afraid  he  will 
leave  it  off.  The  firft  day  we  came  to 
Bath,  he  fell  into  a  violent  paiTion ;  beat 
two  black-a-moors,  and  I  was  afraid  he 
would  have  fought  with  their  mafter; 
hut  the  ftranger  proved  a  peaceable  man. 
To  be  fure,  the  gout  had  got  into  his 
head,  as  my  aunt  obferved :  but,  I  be- 
jieve,  his  paffion  drove  it  away;  for  he 
has  been  remarkably  Well  ever  fmce.  It 
i»  a  thoufand  pities  he  mould  ever  be 
troubled  with  that  ugly  diftemper ;  for, 
when  he  is  free  from  pain,  he  is  the  bed- 
tempered  man  upon  earth ;  fo  gentle,  fo 
generous,  fo  charitable,  that  eveiy  body 
loves  him ;  and  fo  good  to  me,  in  par- 
ticular, that  I  mall  never  be  able  to  Ihew 
the  deepfenfe  I  have  of  his  tendemefs  and 
affeftion. 

Hard  by  the  Pump-room  is  a  coffee- 
houfe  for  the  ladies ;  but  my  aunt  fays 
young  girls  are  not  admitted,  iaafmuch 
as  the  converfation  turns  upon  politicks, 
fcandal,  philofophy,  and  other  fubjects 
above  our  capacity :  but  we  are  allowed 
to  accompany  them  to  the  bookfellers- 
fhops,  which  are  charming  places  of  re- 
fort ;  where  we  read  novels,  plays,  pam- 
j/'.hrs,  and  newfpapers,  for  fo  fmall  a 
fuhfcription  as  a  crown  a  quarter :  and 
in  thefe  offices  of  intelligence,  (as  my 
brother  calls  them)  all  the  reports  of  the 
day,  and  all  the  private  tranfeftions  of 
the  Bath,  are  firft  entered  and  difcufled. 
From  the  bookfeller's-fhop,  we  make  a 
tour  through  the  milliners  and  toy-men ; 
and  commonly  flop  at  Mr.  Gill's  the 
paftry-cook,  to  take  a  jelly,  a  tart,  or  a 
fmall  bafon  of  vermicelli.  There  is, 
moreover,  another  place  of  entertainment 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  oppofite 


to  the  Grove;  to  which  the  company 
crofs  over  in  a  boat :  it  is  called  Spring- 
Garden  ;  a  fweet  retreat,  laid  out  in  walks 
and  ponds,  and  parterres  cf  flowers ;  and 
there  is  a  long -room  for  breakfafting 
and  dancing.  As  the  fituation  is  low 
and  damp,  and  the  feafon  has  been  re- 
markably wet,  my  uncle  will  not  fuffer 
me  to  go  thither,  left  I  mould  catch  cold : 
but  my  aunt  fays,  it  is  all  a  vulgar  pre- 
judice ;  and,  to  be  fure,  a  great  many 
gentlemen  and  ladies  of  Ireland  fre- 
quent the  place  without  feeming  to  be. 
the  worfe  for  it.  They  fay,  dancing  at 
Spring  Gardens,  when  the  air  is  moift, 
is  recommended  to  them  as  an  excellent 
cure  for  the  rheumatifm.  I  have  been 
twice  at  the  play ;  where,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  excellence  of  the  performers,  the 
gaiety  of  the  company,  and  the  decora- 
tions of  the  theatre,  which  are  very  fine, 
I  could  not  help  reflecting,  with  a  figh, 
xxpon  our  poor  homely  reprefentations  at 
Gloucefter.  But  this  in  confidence  to 
my  dear  Willis.  You  know  my  heart, 
and  will  excufe  it's  weaknefs. 

After  all,  the  great  fcenes  of  entertain- 
ment at  Bath  are  the  two  publick-rooms ; 
where  the  company  meet  alternately 
every  evening:  they  are  fpacious,  lofty, 
and,  when  lighted  up,  appear  very  ftrik- 
ing.  They  are  generally  cronded  with 
well-drefled  people,  who  drink  tea  in  fe- 
parate  parties,  play  at  cards,  walk,  or  fit 
and  chat  together,  juft  as  they  are  dif- 
pofed.  Twice  a  week  there  is  a  ball; 
the  expence  of  which  is  defrayed  by  a 
voluntary  fubfcription  among  the  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  every  fubfcriber  has  three 
tickets.  I  was  there  Friday  laft  with  my 
aunt,  under  the  care  of  my  brother,  who 
is  a  iiibfcriber ;  and  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut 
recommended  his  nephew, Captain  O'Do- 
naghan,  to  me  as  a  partner;  but  Jerry 
excufed  himfelf,  hy  faying  I  had  got  the 
head-ache ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  really  fo, 
though  I  cannotimagine  how  he  knew  it. 
The  place  was  fo  hot,  and  the  fmell  fo 
different  from  what  we  are  ufed  to  in  the 
country,  that  I  was  quite  feverim  when 
we  came  way.  Aunt  fays  it  is  the  effc-61 
of  a  vulgar  conftitution,  reared  among 
woods  and  mountains;  and  that,  as  I 
become  accuftomed  to  genteel  company, 
it  will  wear  off.  Sir  Ulic  was  very  com- 
plaifant,  made  her  a  great  many  high- 
flown  compliments ;  and,  when  we  re- 
tired, handed  her  with  great  ceremony  to 
her  chair.  The  captain,  I  believe,  would 
have  done  me  the  fame  favour;  but  my 
brother, 
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brother,  feeing  him  advance,  took  me 
under  his  arm,  and  wifhed  him  good- 
night. The  captain  is  a  pretty  nun,  to 
be  fure;  tall  and  ftraight,  and  well  made} 
with  light-grey  eyes,  and  a  Roman  nofe : 
but  there  is  a  certain  boldnefs  in  his  look 
and  manner  that  puts  one  out  of  counte- 
nance. But  I  am  afraid  I  have  put  you 
out  of  all  patience  with  this  long  uncon- 
nected fcrawl ;  which  I  mall  therefore 
conclude,  with  amiring  you,  that  neither 
Bath  nor  London,  nor  all  the  diverfions 
of  life,  (hall  ever  be  able  to  efface  the  idea 
of  my  dear  Letty  from  the  heart  of  her 
ever-affeclionate 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 


TO, MRS.  MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLE- 
TON-HALL. 

DEAR    MOLLY    JONES, 

HEAVING  got  a  frank,  I  now  re- 
turn your  fever,  which  I  received 
by  Mr.  Higgins  at  the  Hot  Well,  toge- 
ther with  the  ftockings  which  his  wife 
footed  for  me ;  but  now  they  are  of  no 
fiirvice.  Nobody  we^rs  fuch  things  in 
this  place.  O  Molly !  you  that  live  in 
the  country  have  no  deception  of  our  do- 
ings at  Bath.  Here  is  fuch  drefling,  and 
fidling,  and  dancing,  and  gadding,  and 
courting,  and  plotting !  O  gracious !  if 
God  had  not  given  me  a  good  (lock  of 
difcretion,  what  a  power  of  things  might 
not  I  reveal  confarning  old  miftrefs  and 
young  miftrefs !  Jews  with  beards,  that 
were  no  Jews ;  but  handfome  Chriftians, 
without  a  hair  upon  their  fin,  (trolling 
with  fpeftacles,  to  get  fpeech  of  Mils 
Liddy.  But  (he's  a  dear  fweet  foul,  as  in- 
nocent as  the  child  unborn.  She  has  tould 
me  all  her  inward  thoughts,  and  difclofed 
her  paffion  for  Mr.  Wilfon ;  and  that's 
not  his  name  neither :  and  thof  he  acted 
among  the  player  men,  he  is  meat  for 
their  mafters ;  and  ihe  has  gi'en  me  her 
yallow  trollopea;  which  Mrs.  Drab  .the 
manfy-maker,  fays  will  look  very  well 
when  it  is  fcowered  and  fmoaked  with 
filfur.  You  knows  as  how,  yallow  fitts 
my  fiz/ogmony .  God  he  knows  what  ha- 
vock  I  (hall  make  among  the  mail-fex, 
when  I  make  my  firft  appearance  in  this 
killing  collar,  with  a  full  foot  of  gaze, 
as  good  as  new,  that  I  bought  laft  Fri- 
day of  Madam  Friponeau,  the  French 
mtillaner.  Dear  girl,  I  have  feen  all  the 
fine  (hews  of  Bath;  the  Prades,  the 
Squires,  and  the  Circlis;  the  Cralhit, 


tl\e  Hottogon,  and  Bloody  Buildings, 
and  Harry  King's  Row:  and  I  have 
been  twice  in  the  bath  with  miftrefs,  and 
na'r  a  fmoak  upon  pur  backs,  huffy. 
The  firft  time  I  was  mortally  afraid,  and 
fluttered  all  day  ;  and  afterwards  made  ' 
believe  that  I  had  got  the  heddick  ;  but 
miftrels  faid,  if  I  didn't  go,  I  mould  take 
a  dofe  of  bumtaffy  j  and  fo,  remembring 
how  it  worked  Mrs.  Gwylllm  a  pen- 
north,  I  chofe  rather  to  go  again  with 
her  into  the  Bath  ;  and  then  I  met  with 
an  axident.  I  dropt  my  petticoat,  and 
could  not  get  it  up  from  the  bottom. 
Butwhat  did  that  fignify  ?  Theymought 
laft',  but  they  could  fee  nothing;  for  I 
was  up  to  the  fin  in  water.  To  be  fare, 
it  threw  me  into  fuch  a  gumbuftion,  that 
I  know  not  what  I  faid,  nor  what  I  did, 
nor  how  they  got  me  out,  and  wrapt  me 
in  a  blanket.  Mrs.  Tabitha  fcoulded  a 
little  when  we  got  home  ;  but  (he  knows 
as  I  know  what's  what.  Ah,  Laud  help 
you!  There  is  Sir  Yury  Micligut,  of 
Balnaclinch,  in  the  cunty  of  Kalloway— 
I  took  down  -the  name  from  his  gentle- 
man, Mr.  O  Frizzle,  and  he  has  got  an 
eftate  of  fifteen  hundred  a  year  —  I  am 
furehe  isbolJjmdenerous.  Butyou 


nofe,  Molly,  I  was  always  faawws  o^ 
Jceeping  fecrets  ;  and  fo  he  was  vei*  fafe 
in  trailing  me  with  his  flegm  for  miftrefs  ; 
which,  to  be  fure,  is  very  honourable; 
for,  Mr.  O  Frizzle  affures  me,  Ue  values 
not  her  portion  a  brafs  varthing.  And, 
indeed,  what's  poor  ten  thoufand  pound* 
to  a  baron  knight  of  his  fortune  ?  And, 
truly,  I  told  Mr.  O  Frizzle  that  was  all 
flic  had  to  truft  to.  As  for  John  Tho- 
mas, he's  a  moral's  fellor.  I  vow,  I 
thought  he  would  a  fit  with  Mr.  O  Friz- 
zle, becaufe  he  axed  me  to  dance  with 
him  at  Spring-Garden.  But  God,  'he 
knows  I  have  no  thoughts  eyther  of  wai\ 
or  t'other. 

As  for  honfe-news,  the  word  is,  Chow- 
der has  fallen  off  greatly  from  his  ftr>- 
mick  :  he  eats  nothing  but  white-meats, 
and  not  much  of  that  ;  and  wheezes,  and 
feems  to  be  much  bloated.  The  doftorS 
think  he  is  threatened  witli  a  dropfy. 
Pai  fon  Maj^ofat,  who  has  got  the  lame 
diforder,  finds  great  benefit  from  the  wa- 
ters :  but  Chowder  fecms  to  like  them  no 
better  than  the  fquire  ;  and  miftrefs  fays, 
if  his  cafe  don't  take  a  favourable  turn, 
(lie  will  fartinly  carry  him  to  Aberoa'nny, 
to  drink  goat's-whey.  To  be  lure,  the 
poor  dear  honymil  is  loft  for  want  of  ax- 
ercife  5  for  which  realon,  (he  intends  to 

give 
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give  him  an  airing  once  a-day  upon  the 
Downs,  in  a  poft-chaife.  I  have  already 
made  veiy  creditable  correxions  in  this 
hei-e  place ;  where  to  be  Cure,  we  have  the 
very  (quintafenfeof  fatiety.  Mrs.  Patcher, 
my  Lady  Kilmacullock's  woman,  and  I, 
arc  fworn  fifters .  She  has  mewn  me  all  her 
fecrets,  and  learned  me  to  wafh  gaze,  and 
refrafh  nifty  filks  and  bumbeleeris,  by 
boiling  them  with  winegar,  chamberlye, 
and  ftale  beer.  My  fhort  fack  and  apron 
luck  as  good  as  new  from  the  (hop,  and 
my  pumpydoor  as  frefh  as  a  rofe,  by  the 
help  of  tnrtle-water.  But  this  is  all 
Greek  and  Latten  to  you,  Molly.  If 
we  (hould  come  to  Aberga'ny,  you'll  be 
within  a  day's  ride  of  us;  and  then  we 
ftiall  fee  wan  another,  pleale  God.  If  not, 
remember  me  in  your  prayers,  as  I  (Inll 
do  by  you  in  mine ;  and  take  care  of  my 
kitten,  and  give  my  kind  i'arvice  to  Sail; 
and  this  is  all  at  prefent,  from  your  be- 
loved friend  and  farvent, 

WINIFRED  JENKINS. 
BATH,  APKIL  a6. 


TO   MRS.  twYLLIM,  HOUSEKEEPER 
AT  BRAMBLETON-HALL. 

I  Am  aftonimed,  that  Dr.  Lewis  (hould 
take  upon  him  to  give  away  Alder  - 
nev,  without  my  privity  and  conc'.irrants . 
What  fij,nines  my  brother's  order?  My 
brother  is  litrle  better  than  Noncempum. 
He  would  giver.way  thefhirt  off  his  back, 
and  the  teeth  out  of  his  head ;  nay,  as  for 
that  matter,  he  would  have  ruinated  the 
family  with  his  ridiculous  charities,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  my  four  quarters .  What 
between  his  willfullnefs  and  his  waftf, 
his  trumps  and  his  frenzy,  I  lead  the  life 
of  an  indented  (lave.  Aldeniey  gave  four 
gallons  a-day,  ever  fince  the  calf  was  Cent 
to  market.  There  is  fo  much  milk  out 
of  my  dairy,  and  the  preftmuft  ftand  ftill: 
but  I  won't  loofe  a  cheefeparing;  and  the 
milk  (hall  be  made  good,  if  the  farvents 
mould  go  without  butter.  If  they  muft 
needs  have  butter,  let  them  make  it  of 
fheep's  milk ;  but  then  my  wool  will  fuf - 
fer  for  want  of  grace;  fo  that  I  muft  he 
a  loofer  on  all  fides.  Well,  patience  is  like 
a  ftout  Welmponey ;  it  hears  a  great  deal, 
and  trots  a  great  way ;  but  it  will  tire  at 
the  long-run.  Before  it's  long,  perhaps 
I  may  (hew  Matt,  that  I  was  not  born  to 
be  the  houfliold  drudge  to  my  dying  day. 
Gwyn  rites  from  Crickhow-jl,  that  the 
Trice  of  flannel  is  fallen  three- faithings  an 


ell ;  and  that's  another  good  penny  out  of 
my  pocket.  When  I  go  to  market  to  fell, 
my  commodity  ftinks ;  but  when  I  want 
to  buy  the  commoneft  thing,  the  owner 
pricks  it  up  under  my  nofe;  and  it  can't 
be  had  for  love  nor  money.  I  think  evciy 
thing  runs  crofs  at  Brambleton-hall.  You 
fay  me  gander  has  broke  the  eggs ;  which 
is  a  phinumenon  I  don't,  underuand  ;  for 
when  the  fox  carried  off  the  old  goole  hilt 
year,  he  took  her  place,  and  hatched  the 
eggs,  and  partected  the  goilings  like  a  ten  • 
der  parent.  Then  you  tell  me  the  thun- 
der has  foured  two  barrels  of  beer  in  the 
feller.  But  how  the'thunder  (hould  get 
there,  when  the  feller  was  double  locked, 
I  can't'  comprehend.  Howfomevev,  I 
won't  have  the  beer  thrown  out  till  I  fee 
it  with  mine  own  eyes.  Perhaps  it  will 
recover ;  at  leait  it  will  ferve  for  vinegar 
to  the  farvents.  You  may  leave  off  the 
fires  in  my  brother's  chamber  and  mine, 
as  it  is  un&rtain  when  we  return.  I  hope, 
Gwyllim,  you'll  take  care  there  is  no 
wafte ;  and  have  an  eye  to  the  maids,  and 
keep  them  to  their  (pinning.  I  think  they 
may  go  very  well  without  beer-  in  hot 
weather.  It  ferves  only  to  inflame  the 
blood,  and  fet  them  a-gog after  the  men. 
Water  will  make  them  fair,  and  keep 
them  cool  and  tamperit.  Don't  forget  to 
put  up  in  the  portmantel,  that  cums  with 
Williams,  along  with  my  riding  habit, 
hat,  and  feather,  the  vial  of  purl  water  and 
the  tincktur  for  my  ftomach,  being  as  how 
I  am  much  troubled  with  ftutterencies. 
This  is  all  at  prefent,  from  yours, 

TABITHA  BRAMBLE, 
BATHJ  APRIL  16. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

DEAR    DICK, 

I  Have  done  with  the  waters ;  therefore  ' 
your  advice  comes  a  day  too  late.  I 
grant  that  phyfick  is  no  myftery  of  your 
making.  I  know  it  is  a  my  tt«y  in  it's  own 
nature ;  and,  like  other  my  fteries,  requires 
a  ftrong  gulph  of  faith  to  make  it  go 
down.  Two  days  ago,  I  went  into  the 
King's  Bath,  by  the  advice  of  our  friend 
Ch'  ,  in  order  to  clear  the  ftrainer  of 
the  (kin,  for  the  benefit  of  a  free  perfpira- 
tion ;  and  the  firft  object  that  faluted  my 
eye,  was  a  child  full  of  fcrophulous  ulcers, 
carried  in  the  arms  of  one  of  the  guides, 
under  the  veiy  nofes  of  the  bathers.  I 
was  fo  fliockecUt  the  fight,  that  I  retired 
immediatejy 
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immediately  with  indignation  and  difguit. 
Suppoie  the  matter  ot  thefe  ulcers,  float- 
ing on  the  water,  comes  in  contacl  with 
my  ikin,  when  die  pores  are  all  open,  I 
would  aik  you  what  muft  be  the  conle- 
quence  ?  Good  Heavens,  the  very  thought 
makes  my  blood  run  cold !  we  know  not 
what  lores  may  be  running  into  the  wa- 
ter while  we  are  bathing,  and  what  fort 
of  matter  we  may  thus  imbibe;  the 
king's-evil,  the  fcurvy,  the  cancer,  and  the 
pox ;  and  no  doubt  the  heat  will  render 
the  virus  the  more  volatile  and  penetrat- 
ing. To  purify  my  felt'  from  all  luch  con- 
tamination, I  went  to  the  Duke  of  King- 
fton's  private  bath,  and  there  I  wasalmolt 
fuffocated  for  want  of  free  air ;  the  place 
was  fo  fmall,  and  the  iteam  fo  ftifiing. 

After  all,  if  the  intention  is  no  more 
than  to  wafli  the  fkin,  I  am  convinced 
that  fimple  element  is  more  effectual  than 
any  water  impregnated  with  fait  and  iron; 
which,  being  aitringent,  will  certainly 
contrail  the  pores,  and  leave  a  kind  of 
cruit  upon  the  furface  of  the  body.  But 
I  am  now  as  much  afraid  of  drinking  as 
of  bathing ;  for,  after  a  long  converfation 
with  the  doftor,  about  the  conftruftion 
of  the  pump  and  the  ciftern,  it  is  very  far 
from  being  clear  with  me,  that  the  patients 
in  the  Pump-room  do  not  fwallow  the 
fco\irings  of  the  bathers.  I  cannot  help 
fufpefting,  that  there  is,  or  may  be',  fome 
regurgitation  from  the  bath  into  the  ci- 
ftern of  the  pump.  In  that  cafe,  what  a 
delicate  beverage  is  every  day  quaffed  by 
the  drinkers ;  medicated  with  the  fweat, 
and  dirt,  and  dandrift",  and  the  abomina- 
ble dilcharges  of  various  kinds,  from 
twenty  different  difeafed  bodies,  parboil- 
ing in  the  kettle  below.  In  order  to  avoid 
this  filthy  compofition,  I  had  recourie  to 
the  fpnng  that  fupplies  the  private  baths 
on  the  Abbey-green;  but  I  at  once  per- 
ceived fomething  extraordinary  in  the 
tarte  and  Imell ;  and,  upon  enquiry,  I  find 
that  the  Roman  baths  in  this  quarter, 
were  found  covered  by  an  old  burying- 
ground,  belonging  to  the  Abbey;  through 
which,  in  all  probability,  the  water  drains 
in  it's  paffage:  fo  diat  as  we  drink  the 
decoction  of  living  bodies  at  the  Pump- 
room,  we  fwallow  the  (trainings  of  rotten 
bones  and  carcafes  at  the  private  bath. 
I  vow  to  God,  the  very  idea  turns  my 
ftomach!  Determined,  as  I  am,  againlt 
any  farther  ufe  of  the  Bath  waters,  this 
confiderition  would  give  me  little  dif- 
tiirbance,  if  I  could  find  any  thing  more 
pure,  or  lefs  pernicious  to  cruench  my 


thirft ;  but,  although  the  natural  fprings 
of  excellent  water  are  It-en  gufhing  fpon- 
taneous  on  every  fide,  from  die  hills  that 
furround  us,  tlie  inhabitants,  in  general, 
make  ule  of  well-water,  fo  impregnated 
with  nitre,  or  ailum,  or  fome  other  vil- 
lainous mineral,  that  it  is  equally  ungrate- 
ful to  the  talte,  and  mifchievotis  to  the 
conititution.  It  muit  be  owned,  indeed, 
that  here,  in  Milfliam  Street,  we  have  a 
precarious  and  fcanty  fupply  from  d»e 
hill ;  which  is  collected  in  an  open  bafon 
in  the  Circus,  liable  to 'be  defiled  with 
dead  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  every  Ipecies  of 
naiiinefs,  which  the  ralcally  populace  may 
throw  into  it,  from  mere  wantonnefs  and 
brutality. 

Well,  there  is  no  nation  that  drinks  fb 
hoggifhly  as  the  Englifh.  What  paflbs 
for  wine  among  us,  is  not  the  juice  of  the 
grape ;  it  is  an  adulterous  mixture,  brewed 
up  of  naufeous  ingredients,  by  dunces, 
who  are  bunglers  in  the  art  of  poilbit- 
making;  and  yet  we,  and  our  fore-fa- 
thers, are  and  have  been  poifoned  by  this 
curfed  drench,  without  talte  or  flavour. 
The  only  genuine  and  wholefome  beve- 
rage in  England,  is  London  porter,  and 
Dorcheiter  table-beer ;  but  as  for  your 
ale  and  your  gin,  your  cyder  and  your 
perry,  and  all  the  trafhy  family  of  made 
wines,  I  deteit  them  as  infernal  compo- 
fitions  contrived  for  the  deitruclion  of  the 
human  fpecies.  But  what  have  I  to  do 
widi  the  human  fpecies  ?  Exceptaveryfew 
friends,  I  care  not  if  the  whole  was  — — 

Hark  ye,  Lewis,  my  milanthrophy  en-  , 
creafes  every  day.  The  longer  1  live,  I 
find  the  folly  and  the  fraud  of  mankind 
grow  more  and  more  intolerable.  I  wifli 
I  had  not  come  from  Brambleton-Hall; 
after  having  lived  in  folitude  fo  long,  I 
cannot  bear  the  hurry  and  impertinence  of 
the  multitude ;  betides,  every  thing  is  i'o- 
phiiticated  in  thefe  crouded  places.  Snares 
are  laid  for  our  lives  in  every  thing  we  eat 
or  drink ;  the  very  air  we  breathe  is  loaded 
with  contagion.  We  cannot  even  deep, 
without  rifque  of  infeclion.  I  lay,  in- 
fefticn.  This  place  is  the  rendezvous  of 
the  difeafed.  You  will  not  deny  that  many 
difeafes  are  infectious  ;  even  the  confump- 
tion  itfelf  is  highly  infectious.  When  a 
perfon  dies  of  it  in  Italy,  the  bed  and 
bedding  are  deftroyed ;  the  other  furni- 
ture is  expofed  to  die  weather,  and  the 
apartment  white-warned,  before  it  is  oc- 
cupied by  any  other  living  foul.  You  will 
allow,  that  nothing  receives  infection 
fqoner,  or  retains  it  longer,  duin  blankets, 
feather- 
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feather-beds,  and  mattraflfes.  "Sdeath! 
how  do  I  know  what  miferable  objects 
have  been  (tewing  in  the  bed  where  I  now 
lie !  I  wonder,  Dick,  you  did  not  put  nje 
in  mind  of  fending  for  my  own  mat- 
trafles.  But  if  I  had  not  been  an  al's,  I 
{hould  not  have  needed  a  remembrancer. 
There  is  always  fome  plaguy  reflection 
that  rifes  up  in  judgment  againft  me,  and 
ruffles  my  fpirits.  Therefore,  let  us  change 
the  fubjea. 

I  have  other  reafons  for  abridging  my 
ftayatBath.  You  know  filter  Tabby's 
complexion.  If  Mrs.  Tabitha  Bramble 
had  been  of  any  other  race,  I  /hould  cer- 
tainly have  looked  upon  her  asthemoit  — 
But,  the  truth  is,  me  has  found  means  to 
intereft  my  affection  ;  or  rather,  fhe  is  be- 
holden to  the  force  of  prejudice,  com- 
monly called  the  ties  of  blood.  Well,  this 
amiable  maiden  lias  actually  commenced 
a  flirting  correfpondence  with  an  Irifh 
baronet  of  fixty-five.  His  name  is  Sir 
Ulic  Mackilligut.  He  is  laid  to  be  much 
out  at  elbows ;  and,  I  believe,  has  received 
falfe  intelligence  with  refpecl  to  her  for- 
tune. Be  that  as  it  may,  the  connection 
is  exceedingly  ridiculous,  and  begins  al- 
ready to  excite  whifpers.  For  my  part, 
I  have  no  intention  to  difpute  her  free- 
agency  ;  though  I  mail  fall  upon  fome  ex- 
pedient to  undeceive  her  paramour,  as  to 
thepointwhichhe  has  principally  in  view. 
But  I  do  not  think  her  conduct  is  a  proper 
example  for  Liddy,  who  has  aUb  attracl- 
ed  the  notice  of  fome  coxcombs  in  the 
Rooms;  and  Jerry  tells  me  he  fufpefts  a 
itrapping  fellow,  the  knight's  nephew,  of 
i'ome  dengn  upon  the  girl's  heart.  I  fliall, 
therefore,  keep  a  ftricl  eye  over  her  aunt 
and  her,  and  even  fliift  the  fcene,  if  I  find 
the  matter  grow  more  lerions.  You  per- 
ceive what  an  agreeable  tafk  it  muft  be,  to 
a  man  of  my  kidney,  to  have  the  cure  of 
fuch  fouls  as  thefe.  But,  hold,  you  mall 
not  have  another  peevifh  word  (till  the 
next  occafion)  from  yours, 
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BATH,  APRIL  28. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR  KNIGHT, 

I  Think  thofe  people  are  unreafonable, 
who  complain  that  Bath  is  a  contracted 
circle,  in  which  the  fame  dull  fcenes  per- 
petually revulve,  without  variation.  lam, 


on  the  contrary,  ama?ed  to  find  fo  fmall 
a  place  to  crouded  with  entertainment 
and  variety.  London  itielf  can  hardly 
exhibit  one  fpecies  of  diverfion,  to  which 
we  havenotfomethinganalagous  atBath, 
over  and  above  thofe  lingular  advantages 
that  are  peculiar  fo  the  place.  Here,  for 
example,  a  man  has  daily  opportunities 
of  feeing  the  moft  remarkable  characters  , 
of  the  community.  He  Ices  them  in  their 
natural  attitudes  and  true  colours ;  de- 
fcended  from  their  pedeftals,  and  diverted 
of  their  formal  draperies;  undilguifed  by 
art  and  affectation.  Here  we  have  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate,  judges,  generals,  bifhops, 
projectors,  philofophers,  wits,poets,  play- 
ers, cbemijts,  fiddlers,  and  buffuons.  If  he 
.makes  any  confiderable  itay  in  the  place, 
he  is  fure  of  meeting  with  feme  particular 
friend,  whom  he  did  not  expcft  to  fee; 
and  to  me  there  is  nothing  more  agreeable 
than  fuch  cafual  rencounters.  Ano- 
ther entertainment  peculiar  to  Bath  ariles 
from  the  general  mixture  of  all  degrees 
affembled  in  our  public  rooms,  without 
diftinftion  of  rank  or  fortune.  This  is 
what  my  uncle  reprobates,  as  a  monftrous 
jumble  of  heterogeneous  principles ;  a 
vile  mob  of  noife  and  impertinence,  with- 
out decency  or  fubordination.  But  this 
chaos  is  to  me  a  fource  of  infinite  amufe- 
ment. 

I  was  extremely  diverted,  laft  ball- 
night,  to  fee  the  Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies 
leading,  with  great  folemnity,  to  the  up- 
per-end of  the  room,  an  antiquated  Abi- 
gail, drefled  in  her  lady's  call  cloaths ; 
whom  he,  I  fuppofe,  miftook  for  feme 
countefs  juft  arrived  at  the  Bath .  The  ball 
was  opened  by  a  Scotch  lord,  with  a  mu- 
latto heirefs  from  St.  Chriftopher's;  and 
the  gay  Colonel  Tinfel  danced  «all  the 
evening  with  the  daughter  of  an  eminent 
tinman  from  the  borough  of  Soirthwark. 
Yellerday  morning,  at  the  Pump-r&om, 
I  (Uw  a  broken-winded  Wapping  land- 
lady fqueeze  through  a  circle  of  peers,  to 
falute  her  brandy-merchant,  who  Hood  by 
the  window,  propped  upon  crutches;  and 
a  paralytick  attorney  of  Shoe  Lant-,  in 
muffling  lip  to  the  bar,  kicked  the  fhins  of 
the  Chancellor  of  England,  whilehis  lord- 
fliip,  in  a  cut  bob,  drank  a  glafs  of  water 
at'the  pump.  I  cannot  account  for  my 
being  pleafed  with  thefe  incidents  any 
other  way  than  by  faying,  they  are  truly 
ridiculous  in  their  own  nature,  and  ferve 
to  heighten  the  humourin  the  farce  of  life, 
which  I  am  determined  to  enjoy  as  long 
as  I  can.  « 

Thofe 
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follies,  that  move  my  uncle's 
fplcen,  excite  my  laughter.  He  is  as  ten- 
der as  a  man  v/ithout  a  (kin,  who  cannot 
bear  xhe  uig'hteit  touch  without  flinching. 
What  tickles  another  would  give  him 
torment;  and  yet  he  has  what  we  may 
call  lucid  intervals,  when  he  is  remark- 
ably facetious.  Indeed,  I  never  knew 
&  hypochondriack  fo  apt  to  be  infected 
with  :;ood  ir  :mour.  He  is  the  moftrifiWe 
milinithrope  I  ever  met  with.  A  lucky 
joke,  or  any  ludicrous  incident)  will  fet 
him"  a  laughing  immoderately,  even  in 
One  of  his  molt  gloomy  paroxyfms ;  and, 
when  the  laugh  is  over,  he  will  curfe  his 
own  imbeciliity.  In  converting  with 
grangers,  he  betrays  no  marks  of  dif- 
quiet.  He  is  fplenetic  with  his  familiars 
only ;  and  not  even  with  them  while  they 
keep  his  attention  employed ;  but  when 
his  fpirits  are  not  exerted  externally,  they 
feem  to  recoil  and  prey  upon  himfelf. 
He  has  renounced  the  waters  with  execra- 
tion ;  but  he  begins  to  find  a  more  effica- 
cious, and,  certainly,  a  much  more  palata- 
ble remedy  in  thepleafures  of  fociety.  He 
has  difcovered  fome  old  friends  among  the 
invalids  of  Bath ;  and,  in  particular,  re- 
newed his  acquaintance  with  the  cele- 
brated James  Quin,  who  certainly  did  not 
come  here  to  drink  water.  You  cannot 
doubt,  but  that  I  had  the  ftrongeft  curio- 
fity  to  know  this  original;  and  it  was 
gratified  by  Mr.  Bramble,  who  has  had 
him  twice  at  our  lioufc  to  dinner. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  Quin's 
character  is  rather  more  refpeclable  than 
it  has  been  generally  reprefented.  His 
bans  mots  are  in  every  witling's  mouth  j 
but  many  of  them  have  a  rank  flavour, 
which  one  would  be  apt  to  think  was  de- 
rived from  a  natural  groffnefs  of  idea.  I 
fuipect,  however,  that  juftice  has  not  been 
done  the  author,  by  the  collectors  of  thofe 
S^uiniana ;  who  have  let  the  beft  of  them 
flip  thruugh  their  fingers,  and  only  re- 
tained fuch  as  were  fuited  to  the  tafte  and 
organs  of  the  multitude.  How  far  he  may 
relax  in  his  hours  of  jollity,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  lay ;  but  his  general  conversation 
is  conducted  by  the  niceft  rules  of  pro- 
priety ;  and  Mr.  James  Qum  is,  certainly, 
one  of  the  beft  bred  men  in  the  kingdom. 
He  is  not  only  a  moft  agreeable  compa- 
nion; but,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  a 
very  hone/I  man ;  highly  fufceptible  of 
fricndfhip,  warm,  rteady,  and  even  ge- 
nerous in  his  attachments;  disdaining 
flattery,  and  incapable  of  raeanneis  and 


d humiliation.  Were  I  to  judge,  however> 
from  Qum's  eye  alone,  I  fhould  take  him 
to  be  proud,  infolent,  and  cruel.  There 
is  fotneth'mg  remarkably  fevere  and  for- 
bidding in  his  afpect;  and,  I  have  been 
told,  he  was  ever  difpofed  to  illlult  his  in- 
feriors and  dependants.  Perhaps  that  re- 
port has  influenced  my  opinion  of  his 
looks.  You  know  we  are  the  fools  of 
prejudice.  Howibever  that  may  be;  I  have 
as  yet  leen  nothing  but  his  favourable 
fide ;  and  my  uncle,  who  frequently  con- 
fers with  him  in  a  corner,  declares  he  is 
one  of  the  moil  fenlible  men  he  ever  knew. 
He  feems  to  have  a  reciprocal  regard  for 
old  Squaretoes,  whom  he  cajls  by  the  fa- 
miliar name  of  Matthew,  and  often  re- 
minds of  their  old  tavern -adventures:  on 
the  other  hand,  Matthew's  eyes  fparkle 
whenever  Qujn  makes  his  appearance. 
Let  him  be  never  fo  jarring  and  difcordant, 
Quin  puts  him  in  tune;  and,  like  treble 
and  bafs  in  the  fame  concert,  they  make 
excellent  inufick  together.  The  other  day  » 
the  (jonverfation  turning  upon  Shake- 
fpeare,  I  could  not  help  faying,  with  fome 
emotion,  that  I  would  give  an  hundred 
guineas  to  fee  Mr.  Quin  act  the  part  of 
Falftaff ;  upon  which,  turning  to  me  with 
__  a  fmile — '  And  I  would  give  a  thoufand, 
*  young  gentleman,'  faid  he  '  that  I  could 
'  gratify  your  longing.'  My  uncle  and 
he  are  perfectly  agreed  in  their'efi.imate 
of  life;  which,  Quin  fays,  would  ftink  ia 
his  noftrils,  if  he  did  not  fteep  it  in  claret. 
I  want  to  fee  this  phenomenon  in  his 
cups ;  and  have  almoft  prevailed  upon 
uncle  to  give  him  a  fmall  turtle  at  the  Bear. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  muft  entertain  you 
with  an  incident  that  feems  to  confirm  the 
judgment  of  thofe  two  cynic  philoibpliers. 
I  took  the  liberty  to  differ  in  opinion  from 
Mr.  Bramble,  when  he  obferved  that  the 
mixture  of  people  in  the  entertainments  of 
this  place  was  deftructive  of  all  order  and 
urbanity ;  that  it  rendered  the  plebeians 
infufferably  arrogant  and  troublcfcviie, 
and  vulgarized  the  deportment  and  len- 
timents  of  thofe  who  moved  in  the  upper 
fpheres  of  life .  He  faid,  fuch  a  prepoftei  ous 
coalition  v/ould  bring  us  into  contempt 
with  all  our  neighbours ;  and  was  worfe, 
in  fact,  than  debafmg  the  gold  coin  of  the 
nation.  I  argued,  on  the  contrary,  tlrat 
thofe  plebeians  who  difcovered  fuch  eager- 
nefs  to  hnitate  the  drefs  and  equipao-e  of 
their  fupcriors,  would  likewife,  in  time, 
adopt  their  maxims  and  their  manners, 
be  poliflied  by  their  converfUuan,  and  re- 
E  fined 
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•  fined  by  their  example;  but  when  I  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Quin,  and  a(ked  if  he  did 
not  think  that  fucn  anunreferved  mixture 
would  improve  the  whole  mats — '  Yes,' 
faid  he, '  as  a  plate  of  marmalade  would 

*  improve  a  pan  of  (irreverence.' 

I  owned  I  was  not  much  converfant  in 
high-life,  but  I  had  teen  what  were  called 
polite  afiembles  in  London  and  elfewhere; 
that  thofe  of  Bath  feemed  to  be  as  decent 
as  any ;  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  in- 
dividuals that  compofed  it  would  not  be 
found  deficient  in  good  manners  and  de- 
corum. '  But  let  us  have  recourfe  to  ex- 
•'  perience,'  faid  I.  '  Jack  Holder,  who 
'  was  intended  for  a  parfon,  has  fuc- 

*  ceeded  to  an  eitate  ot  two  thoufand  a 
•'  year,  by  the  death  of  his-  elder  brother. 

*  He  is  now  at  the  Bath  driving  about 

*  in  a  phaeton  and  four,  with  French- 

*  horns.     He  has  treated  with  turtle  and 
.*  claret  at  all  the  taverns  in  Bath  and 

*  Briltol,  till  his  guelts  are  gorged  with 

*  good  cheer:  he  has  bought  a  dozen 

*  fuits  of  fine  cloaths,  by  the  advice  of 
.*  the  Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies,  under 
'.  whofe  tuition  he  ha"s  entered  himtelf:  he 

*  lias  loft  fome  hundreds  at  billiards  to 
'  {harpers,  and  taken  one  of  the  nymphs 
'  of  Avon  Street  into  keeping^  but,find- 

*  ing  all  thtie  channels  infufficient  to 

*  drain  him  of  his  current  cafli,  his  coun- 

*  fellor  has  engaged  him  to  give  a  general 

*  tea-drinking  to-morrow  at  Wiltshire's 
'  room.  la  order  to  give  it  the  more  eclat, 

*  every  table  is  to  be  lurniflied  with  fweet- 

*  meats  and  nofegays ;  which,  however, 
'  are  not  to  be  touched  till  nctics  is  given 
'  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell,  and  then  the 
'  ladies  may  help  themfelves  without  re- 
'  (trillion.     This  will  be  no  bad  way  of 
'  trying  the  company's  breeding.' 

*  I  will  abide  by  that  experiment,' 
cried  my  uncle;  '  and  if  I  could  find  a 
'  place  to  ftand  fecure,  without  the  vortex 

*  of  the  tumult,  which  I  know  will  en- 
'  the,  I  would  certainly  go  thither  and 

*  enjoy  the  fcene.'     Quin  propofed  that 
we  mould  take  our  ftation  in  the  mufick- 
gallery ;  and  we  took  his  advice.  Holder 
had  got  thither  before  us,  with  his  horns 
perdue ;  but  we  were  admitted .  The  tea- 
drinking  paffed  as  ufual;  and  the  com- 
pany having  riftn  from  the  tables,  were 
fauntering  in  g-oupes,  in  expectation  of 
the  iignal  for  attack,  when  the  bell  be- 
ginning to  ring,  they  flew  with  eagernefs 
to  the  deficit,  and  the  whole  place  was  in- 
ftantly  in  commotion .  There  was  notl  \ i  ng 
butjottlin£,fcrambling,  pulling,  fnatch- 


ing,  Struggling,  fcolding,  and  fcveamulg* 
The  nofegays  were  torn  from  one  ano- 
ther's hands  and  bofoms ;  the  glafles  and 
china  went  to  wreck;  the  tables  and  floor 
were  ftrewed  with  comfits.  Some  cried, 
fome  (wore ;  and  the  tropes  and  figure* 
of  Billingfgate  were  ufed  without  relerve 
in  all  their  native  zeft  and  flavour;  nor 
were  thofe  flowers  of  rhetorick  unattend- 
ed with  fignificant  gefticulation.  Some 
fnapped  their  fingers ;  fome  forked  them 
out ;  fome  clapped  their  hands,  and  fome 
their  back-fides;  at  length  they  fairly 
proceeded  to  pulling  caps,  and  every  thing 
feemed  to  prefage  a  general  battle ;  when 
Holder  ordered  his  horns  to  found  a 
charge,  with  a  view  to  animate  the  com-' 
batants,  and  inflame  the  conteft ;  but  this 
manoeuvre  produced  an  effect  quite  con- 
trary to  what  he  expefted.  It  was  a  note 
of  reproach  that  rouzed  them  to  an  imme- 
diate fenfe  of  this  difgraceful  fituation. 
They  were  amamed  of  -their  abfurd  de- 
portment, and  fuddenly  defifted.  They 
gathered  up  their  caps,  ruffles,  and  hand- 
kerchiefs ;  and  great  part  of  them  retired 
in  filent  mortification. 

Quin  laughed  at  this  adventure ;  but 

ray  uncle's  delicacy  was  hurt.    He  hung 

his  head  in  manifeit  chagrin,  and  Itemed 

to  repine  at  the  triumph  of  his  judgment. 

Indeed,  his  victory  was  more  compleat 

than  he  imagined ;  for,  as  we  afterwards 

learned,  the  two  amazons  who  tlngular- 

ized  themfelves  molt  in  the  aftion,  did  not 

come  from  the  purlieus  of  Puddle-dock, 

but  from  the  courtly  neighbourhood  of 

St.  James's  palace.    One  was  a  baronefs, 

and  the  other  a  wealthy  knight's  dowager. 

My  uncle  fpoke  not  a  word  till  we  had 

made  our  retreat  good  to  die  coffee-houfes 

where  taking  otF  his  .hat,  and  wiping  his 

forehead—'  I  blefs  God/  faid  he,  '  that 

'  Mrs.  Tabitha  Bramble  did  not  take  the 

'  field  to-day '.' — '  1  would  pit  her  for  a 

'  ^cool  hundred,'  cried  Quin, '  againft  the 

*  belt  (hake-bag  of  the  whole  main.'  The 

truth  is,  nothing  could  have  kept  her  at 

home  but  the  accident  of  her  having  taken 

phylick  before  (he  knew  the  nature  of  the 

entertainment.     She  has  betn  for  fome 

days  furbi/hiug  up  an  old  fuit  of  black, 

velvet,  to  make  her  appearance  as  Siv 

Ulic's  partner  at  the  next  ball. 

I  have  much  to  fay  of  this  amiable  kinf- 
woman ;  but  flie  has  not  been  properly 
introduced  to  your  acquaintance.  She  is 
remarkably  civil  to  Mr.  Quin;  of  whofe 
farcaftick.  humour  the  feems  to  (land  ia 
awe;  but  her  caution  is  no  match  for 

her 
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Irer  impertinence.  '  Mr.  Gwynn,'  faid 
flic,  the  other  day,  '  I  was  once  vaftly 
entertained  with  your  playing  the  Ghoft 
of  Gimlet  at  Drury  Lane,  when  you 
rofe  up  through  the  ftage,  with  a  white 
face  and  red  eyes,  and  fpoke  of  quails 
upon  thefrightfulporcupine.  Do,  pray, 
fpout  a  little  the  Ghoft  of  Gimlet.' — 
Madam,'  laid  Quin,  with  a  glance  of 
neffable  difdain,  '  the  Ghoft  of  Gimlet 
is  laid  never  to  rife  again.'  '  Inleniible 
of  this  check,  me  proceeded — '  Well,  to 
be  fure,  you  looked  and  talked  fo  like 
a  real  ghoft ;  and  then  the  cock  crowed 
fo  natural.  I  wonder  how  you  could 
teach  him  to  crow  fo  exaft,  in  the  very 
nick  of  time ;  but  I  fuppole  he's  game. 
An't  he  game,  Mr. Gwynn?' — 'Dung- 
hill,Madam.' — '  Well,dunghill,or  not 
dunghill,he  has  got  fitch  a  clear  counter- 
tenor, that  I  wifh  I  had  fuch  another  at 
Brambleton-Hall,  to  wake  the  maids  of 
a  morning.  Do  you  know  where  I 
could  find  one  of  his  brood  ?'— '  Pm- 
bably  in  the  work-houfe  of  St.  Giles's 
parifh,  Madam ;  b\it  I  pr.oteft  I  know 
not  his  particular  mew.'  My  uncle, 
rying  with  vexation,  cried—'  Good  God, 
fifter,  how  you  talk J.  I  have  told  you 
twenty  times,  th_at  this  gentleman's 
name  is  not  Gwynn.' — '  Hoity  toity, 
brother  of  mine,'  me  replied,  '  no  of- 
fence I  hope.  Gwynn  is  an  honourable 
name,  of  true  old  Britifh  extraction.  I 
thought  the  gentleman  had  been  come 
of  Mrs .  Helen  Gwynn,  who  was  of  his 
own  profeffion  ;  and  if  fo  be  that  were 
the  cafe,  he  might  be  of  King  Charles's 
breed,  and  have  royal  blood  in  his 
veins.'— 'No,Madam,'anfweredQuin, 
with  great  folemnity, '  my  mother  was  not 
a  whore  of  fuchdiftinction.  True  it  is, 
I  am  fometimes  tempted  to  believe  my- 
felf  of  royal  defcent ;  for  my  inclina- 
tions are  often  arbitrary.  If  I  was 
an  abfplute  prince,  at  this  inftant,  I 
believe  I  fliould  fend  for  the  head  of  your 
cook  in  a  charger.  She  has  committed 
felony,  on  the  perfon  of  that  John  Dory  j 
\vhich  is  mangled  in  a  cruel  manner, 
and  even  prefented  without  fauce— 
O  temporal  O  mores. T 
This  good •  humoured  fally  turned  the 
converfation  into  alefs  dif;igreeable  chan- 
nel. But,  left  you  mould  think  my  fcrib- 
ble  as  tedious  as  Mrs.  Tabby's  clack,  I 
fhall  not  add  another  word,  but  that  I  am 
as  ufual,  Yours, 

J.  MBLFORD. 
BATH,  A?RIL  30. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 


DEAR    LEWIS, 

I  Received  your  bill  upon  Wiltmire, 
which  was  punctually  honoured ;  but 
as  I  do  not  chule  to  keep  fo  much  cafh 
by  me,  in  a  common  lodging- houle,  I  have 
depoiited  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
the  bank  of  Bath,  and  lhall  take  their  bills 
for  it  in  London,  when  I  leave  this  place, 
where  the  feaibn  drawn  to  an  end.  You 
muft  know,  that  now  being  a-foot,  I  am 
relblved  to  give  Liddy  a  glimpfe  of  Lon- 
don. She  is  one  of  the  beft-hearted  crea- 
tures I  ever  knew,  and  gains  upon  my 
affeftion  every  day.  As  for  Tabby,  I  have 
dropped  fuch  hints  to  the  Irifli  baronet, 
concerning  her  fortune,  as,  I  make  no 
doubt,  will  cool  the  ardour  of  his  addrefles. 
Then  her  pride  will  take  the  alarmj  and  the 
rancour  of  ftale  maidenhood  being  chafed, 
we  (hall  hear  nothing  but  flander  and 
abufe  of  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut.  This  rup- 
ture, I  forefee,  will  facilitate  our  departure 
from  Bath;  where,  at  prefent,  Tabby 
feems  to  enjoy  herielf  with  peculiar  la- 
fisfaclion.  For  my  part,  I  dcteft  itfo  much, 
that  I  mould  not  have  been  able  to  flay 
fo  long  in  thephce  if  I  had  not  difcovered 
fome  old  friends,  whofe  converfation  al- 
leviates my  dilguft.  Going  to  the  coffee  - 
houfe  ope  forenoon,  I  could  not  help  con- 
templating the  company,  with  equal  fur- 
prize  and  companion.  We  confifted  of 
thirteen  individuals ;  feven  lamed  by  the 
gout, rheumatifm, orpalfy;  threcmaimecl 
by  accident;  and  the  reft  either  deaf  or 
blind.  One  hobbled,  another  hopped,  a 
third  dragged  his  legs  after  him  like  a 
wounded  fnake,  a  fourth  ftraddled  betwixt 
a  pair  of  long  crutches,  like  the  mummy 
of  a  felon  hanging  in  chains ;  a  fifth  was 
bent  into  a  horizontal  pofition,  like  a 
mounted  telefcope,  flioved  in  by  a  couple 
of  chairmen ;  and  the  lixth  was  the  bud 
of  a  man,  fet  upright  in  a  wheel  machine, 
which  the  waiter  moved  from  place  to 
place. 

Being  ftruck  with  fome  of  their  faces, 
I  confulted  the  fubfcription-book ;  and, 
perceiving  the  names  of  J'eveyal  old  friends, 
began  to  confider  the  rroupe  with  more 
attention.  At  length  I  difcovered  Rear- 
Admiral  Baldevick,  {he  companion  of  my 
youth,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fmce  he  was 
appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Severn.  He 
was  metamoi-phpied  into  an  old  man,  with 
a  wooden-leg  and  a  weather- beaten  face; 
which  appeared  the  more  anciem  from  his 
E  a  grey 
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grey  locks,  that  were  truly  vtnerable. 
Sitting  down  at  the  table,  where  he  was 
reading  a  newfpaper,  I  gazed  at  him  for 
fome  minutes ,  with  a  mixture  of  pleafure 
and  regret,  which  made  my  heart  gum 
with  tendernefs;  then  taking  him  by  the 
hand — '  Ah,  Sam,'  faid  I, '  forty  years 
'  ago  I  little  thought — '  I  was  too  much 
moved  to  proceed.  '  An  old  friend,  lure 
'  enough!"  cried  he,  fqueezing  my  hand, 
and  furveying  me  eagerly  through  his 
glaffes.  '  I  know  the  looming  of  the  veflel, 
'  though  me  has  been  hard  ftrained  fmce 
<  we  parted;  but  I  can't  heave  up  the 
'  name.'    The  moment  I  told  him  who  I 
was,  he  exclaimed — '  Ha!  Matt,  my  old 
'  fellpwcruizer, (till afloat!'  And,  darting 
.  up,  hugged  me  in  his  arms.  His  transport, 
however,  boded  me  no  good ;  for,  in  fa- 
luling  me,  he  thraft  the  fpring  pf  his 
fpeftacles  into  my  eye,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  fet  his  wooden  (lump  upon  my  gouty 
toe;  an  attack  that  made  me  fhed  tears  ia 
fad  earneft.     After  the  hurry  of  our  re- 
cognition was  over,  he  pointed  out  two  of 
our  common  friends  in  the  room  :  thebuft 
was  what  remained  of  Colonel  CockriJ, 
who  had  loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  in  mak- 
ing an  American  campaign;  and  the-  te- 
leicope  proved  to  be  my  college  chum,  Sir 
Reginald  gently;  who,  with  his  new  title, 
and  unexpected  inheritance,  commenced 
fox-  hu-nler,  without  having  ferved  his  ap- 
prenticefhiptothemyftery;  and,  in  cbnie- 
quent-e  of.  following  the  hounds  through 
a  river,  was  leired  with  an  inflammation 
in  his  bowels,  which  has  contracted  him 
into  his  prelent  attitude. 

Our  former  correfpondence  was  forth- 
with renewed,  with  the  moll  hearty  exT 
ErefTIons  of  mutual  good-will;  and,  as  we 
ad  met  fo  unexpectedly,  we  agreed  to 
dine  together  that  very  day  at  the  tavern. 
My  friend  Quin,  being  luckily  unengag- 
ed, obliged  us  with  his  company ;  and, 
truly,  this  was  the  moft  happy  day  I  have 
palled  thele  twenty  years.  Yon  and  I, 
I^ewis,  having  been  always  together,  never 
tr.fi^d  friemUhip  in  this  high  jjout,  con- 
tracted from  long  abfence.  I  cannot  ex- 
prsfs  the  half  of  what  I  felt  at  this  cafnal 
meeting  of  three  or  four  companions,  who 
had  been  fo  long  fepara:ed,and  fo  roughly 
treated  by  the  ftorms  of  life.  It  was  a  i  e- 
liovation  cf  youth;  a  kind  of  refufcita- 
tion  of  the-  dead,  that  realized  thofe  in- 
terefting  dreams,  in  which  we  ibmetimes 
retrieve  our  ancient  friends  from  the 
grave.  Perhsps  my  enjoyment  was  not 


the  lefs  pleafmg  for  being  mixed  with  a 
{train  of  melancholy,  produced  by  the 
remembrance  of  pair  lcer.es,  that  conjured 
up  the  ideas  of  fome  endearing  connec- 
tions, which  the  hand  of  death  has  actually 
diffolved. 

The  fpirits  and  good  humour  of  the 
company  feemed   to  triumph   over  the 
wreck  of  their  conrtitutions.     They  had 
even  philofophy  enough  to  joke  upon  their 
own  calamities ;    fuch  is  the  power  of 
friendfhip,  the  fovereign  cordial  of  life.  I 
afterwards  found,  however,that  they  were 
notwithouttheir  moments, and  even  hours 
of  difquiet.     Each  of  them  apart  in  luc- 
ceeding  conferences,  expatiated  upon  his 
own  particular  grievances ;  and  they  were 
all  malcontents  at  bottom.     Over  and! 
above  their  perfcnaldirafters,they  thought 
themfelves  unfortunate  in  the  lottery  of 
life.     Baldrick  complained,  that  all  the 
recompence  he  had  received  for  his  long 
and  hard  fervice,  was  the  hali  -p-y  of  a 
rear-  admiral.   The  colonel  was  ir.rrt.fied 
to  fee  himleU  over-topped  by  upitv. 
neral?,  fome  of  whom  he  had  once  com- 
manded; and,  being  a  man  of  :i  liberal 
turn,  could  ili  pxit  up  with  a  moderate  an- 
nuity, for  which  he  had  fold  his  com- 
nnfTion.   As  for  the  baronet,  having  run 
himfelf  confidently  in  debt,  on  a  ccnteft- 
ed  election,  he  has  been  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh  his  feat  in  parliament,  and  his  feat 
in  the  country  at  the  fame  time,  and  put 
hisefiateto  nurfe;  but  his  chagrin,  which 
is  the  effect  of  his  own  mifconducl:,  does 
not  affeft  me  half  fo  much  as  that  of  the: 
other  two,  who  have  acled  honourable 
and  diilinguiihed  parts  on  the  great  thea- 
tre, and  are  now  reduced  to  lead  a  weary 
life  in  this  ftewpan  of  idlenefs  and  infig- 
nificance.    They  have  long  left  off  ufmg 
the  waters,  after  having  experienced  their 
inefficacy.  Thediverlions  of  the  place  they 
are  not  in  a  condition  to  enjoy.  How  then 
do  they  make  fhift  to  pal's  their  time  ?  In 
the  forenoon,  they  crawl  put  to  the  rooms 
or  the  coffee^houfe,  where  they  take  a 
hand  at  whift,  or  dcfcant  upon  the' Gene- 
ral Advertiser;  and  their  evenings  they 
murder  in  private  parties,  among  peeviui 
invalids,  and  iniipid  old  women.     This 
is  the  cafe  with  a  sjood  number  of  indi- 
viduals, whom  nature  feems  to  have  in- 
tended for  better  purpofes.     • 

Abotit  a  dozen  years  ago,  many  decent 
families,  reftrifted  to  fmall  fortunes,  be-, 
fides  thofe  that  came  thither  on  the  icore 
of  health,  were  tempted  to  icttlc  at  Bath, 

where 


vrhere  they  could  then  live  comfortably, 
and  even  make  a  genteel  appearance,  at 
a  fmr.ll  expence :  but  the  madneis  of  the 
times  has  made  the  place  to  >  hot  for  them, 
and  they  are  now  obliged  to  think  of  other 
migrations.  Some  have  already  fled  to 
the  mountains.of  Wales,  and  others  have 
retire  I  to  Exeter.  Thither, no  doubt,  they 
will  :>e  followed  by  the  flood  of  luxury 
and  exti  avagance,  which  will  drive  them 
from  place  to  place  to  the  very  Land's 
End ;  and  there,  I  fuppofe,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  fhip  tliemfeivts  to  fome  other 
country .  Bath  is  become  a  mere  link  of 
profligacy  and  extortion.  Every  article 
of  houie-keeping  is  raifed  to  an  enormous 
price;  a  circumltance  no  longer  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  we  know  that  every 
petty  retainer  of  fortune  piques  himfelf 
upon  keeping  a  table,  and  thinks  it  is  for 
the  honour  of  his  character  to  wink  at  the 
knavery  of  his  fervants,  who  are  in  a  con- 
federacy with  the  market-people;  and,  of 
conlequence,  pay  whatever  they  demand. 
Here  is  now  a  mufhroom  of  opulence, 
tvho  pays  a  cook  feventy  guineas  a  week 
for  furnifhing  him  v.-ith  one  meal  a-day. 
This  pbrtentous  frenzy  is  become  fo  con- 
tagious, that  the  veiy  rabble  and  refute 
of  mankind  are  infected.  1  have  known 
a  negro-driver,  from  Jamaica,  pay  over- 
night to  the  mafter  of  one  of  the  rooms, 
fixty-five  guineas  for  tea  and  coffee  to  the 
company,  and  leave  Bath  next  morning, 
in  fuch  obfcurity,  that  not  one  of  his 
guells  had  the  flighteft  idea  of  his  peribn, 
or  even  made  the  leaf!  enquiry  about  his 
name.  Incidents  of  this  kind  are  fre- 
quent; and  every  day  teems  with  freflx 
abfnrdities,  which  are  too  grol's  to  make 
a  thinking  man  merry.  But  I  feel  the 
foleen  creeping  on  rnurtpace;  and  there- 
fore will  indulge  you  with  a  ceffation, 
that  you  may  have  no  unnecefTary  caufe 
to  curfe  your  correfponclence  with,  dear 
Pick,  yours  ever, 

MAT.  BRAMBLE. 
BATH,  MAY  5. 


TO  MISS  L^TITIA  WILLIS,  AT  GLOU- 
CESTER. 

MY   DEAR    LETTY, 

I  Wrote  you  at  great  length  by  the  poft, 
.  the  twenty-lixth  of  laft  monthi  to 
which  I  refer  you  for  an  account  of  our 
proceedings  at  Bath;  and  I  expect  your 
aniwer  with  impatience.  But,  having  this 
ppportunity  of  a  private  hand,  I  fend  you 
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two  dozen  of  Bath  rings;  fix  of  the  heft 
of  which  I  defire  you  will  keep  for  your- 
felf,  and  diilribute  the  reft  among  the 
young  ladies,  our  common  friends,  as  you 
fhall  think  proper.  I  do  not  know  how  you 
will  approve  of  the  mottoes;  fomeof  them 
are  not  much  to  my  own  liking;  but  I 
was  obliged  to  take  fuch  as  I  could  find 
ready  manufactured.  I  am  vexed,  that 
neither  you  nor  I  have  received  any  far- 
ther information  of  a  certain  peribn.  Sure 
it  cannot  be  wilful  neglecl: !  O  my  dear 
Willb !  I  begin  to  be  vifited  by  llrange 
fancies,  and  to  have  fome  melancholy 
doubts ;  which,  however,  it  would  be  un- 
generous to  harbour  without  farther  en-  •_ 
quiry.  My  uncle,  .who  has  made  pie  a 
preient  of  a  very  fine  let  of  garnets,  talks 
of  treating  us  with  a  jaunt  to  .London; 
which,  you  may  imagine,  will  be  highly 
agreeable:  but  I  like  Bath  ib  well,  that 
I  hope  he  will  not  think  of  leaving  it  till 
the  feafon  is  quite  over;  and  yet,  betwixt 
friends,  fomething  has  happened  to  my 
aunt,  which  will  probably  fhorten  our 
flay  in  this  place. 

Yeiterday,  in  the  forenoon,  fhe  went 
by  herfelf  to  a  breakfailing  in  one  of  the 
rooms ;  and,  in  half  an  hour,  returned  in 
great  agitation,  having  Chowder  along 
-with  her  in  the  chair.  I  belief  fome  ac- 
cident mult  have  happened  to  that  un  - 
lucky  animal,  which  is  the  great  fource 
ot  all  her  troxiblcs.  DearLetty!  what  a 
pity  it  is,  that  a  woman  of  her  years  and 
diicretion,  ihould  place  her  affection  upon 
fuch  an  ugly,  ill-conditioned  cur,  that 
fnarls  and  ihaps  at  every  body.  I  afked 
John  Thomas, the  foot-man  who  attended 
her,  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  did  no- 
thing but  grin.  A  famous  dog- doctor 
was  lent  for,  and  undertook  to  cure  the 
patient,  provided  he  might  cany  him 
home  to  his  own  hoivfe  ;  but  his  miftrefs 
would  not  pait  with  him  out  of  her  own 
fight.  She  ordered  the  cook  to  warm 
cloths,  which  fhe  applied  to  his  bowels, 
with  her  own  hand.  She  gave  up  all 
thoughts  of  going  to  the  ball  in  the  even- 
ing j  and  when  Sir  Ulic  came  to  drink  tea, 
retuied  to  be  ieen :  fo  that  he  went  away 
to  look  for  another  partner.  My  brother 
Jerry  whittles  and  dances ,  My  uncle  fome- 
times  Ihrugs  up  his  fljouldcrs,  and  fomo 
times  burtts  out  a  'aligning.  My  aunt 
fobs  and  fcclds  by  turns ;  and  her  wo- 
man, Win  Jenkins,  flares,  and  wonders 
with  a  fooliih  face  of  curiofity  ;  and,-for 
my  part,  I  am  as  curious  as  fhe,  but 
aihamedto  afk  queitipns. 

Perhaps 


Perhipstime  will  difcover  the  myftery; 
for  if  it  was  any  thing  that  happened  in 
the  Rooms,  it  cannot  be  long  concealed. 
All  I  know  is,  that  laft  night  at  fupper, 
Mil's  Bramble  (poke  very  difdainfully  of 
Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut,  and  afked  her  bro- 
ther if  he  intended  to  keep  us  fweltering 
all  the  fummer  at  Bath.     «  No,  filter 
Tabitha,'  laid  he,  with  an  arch  (mile, 
we  (hall  retreat  before  the  Dog-days 
begin ;  though  I  make  no  doubt  that, 
with  a  little  temperance  and  difcretion, 
our  confutations  might  be  kept  cool 
enough  all  the  year,  even  at  Bath.' 
As  I  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  this 
infmuation,  I  will  not  pretend  to  make 
any  remarks  upon  it  at  prefent }  hereaf- 
ter, perhaps,  I  may  be  able  to  explain  it 
more  to  your  fatisfaftion  :  in  the  mean 
time,  I  beg  you  will  be  punctual  in  your 
correfpondence,  and  continue  to  love  your 
ever- faithful 

LYDIA  MELFORD, 
BATH,  MAY  6. 


TOSIRWATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

SO,  then,  Mrs.  Blackerby's  affair  has 
proved  a  falfe  alarm,  and  I  have 
faved  my  money  ?  I  wifh,  however,  her 
declaration  had  not  been  fo  premature  ; 
for  though  my  being  thought  capable  of 
making  her  a  mother  might  have  given 
me  fome  credit,  the  reputation  of  an  in- 
trigue with  fuch  a  cracked  pitcher  does 
me  no  honour  at  all.  In  my  lalt  I  told 
you  I  had  hopes  of  feeing  Quin  in  his 
hours  of  elevation  at  the  tavern,  which 
is  the  temple  of  mirth  and  good-fellow- 
fhip ;  where  he,  as  prieft  of  Comxis,  ut- 
ters the  infpirations  of  wit  and  humour. 
I  have  had  that  fatisra&ion.  I  have 
dined  with  his  club  at  the  Three  Tons, 
and  had  the  honour  to  fit  him  out.  At 
half  an  hour  part  eight  in  the  evening,  he 
was  carried  home  with -fix  good  bottles 
of  cbret  under  his  belt}  and  it  being 
then  Friday,  he  gave  orders  that  he 
ihould  not  be  ditturbed  till  Sunday  at 
noon.  You  muft  not  imagine  that  this 
dole  had  any  other  etfeft  upon  his  con- 
\\iiiition,  but  that  of  making  it  more 
extravagantly  enteitaining.  He  had  loft 
the-  tile  of  his"  limbs,  indeed,  feveral  ho'.irs 
before  wt  parted,  but  he  retained  all  his 
other  faculties  in  perfection;  and,  as  he 
gave  vent  to  every  whimlkal  idea  as  it 


rofe,  I  was  really  aftonifhed  at  the  bril-' 
liancy  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  force  of 
his  expreflion.  Qum  is  a  real  voluptu- 
ary in  the  articles  of  eating  and  drink- 
ing; and  fo  confirmed  an  epicure,  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  term, 
that  he  cannot  put  up  with  ordinary  fare. 
This  is  a  point  of  iuch  importance  with 
him,  that  he  always  takes  upon  himfelf 
the  charge  af  catering  ;  and  a  man  ad- 
mitted to  his  mefs,  is  always  fure  of  eat- 
ing delicate  victuals,  and  drinking  excel- 
lent wine.  He  owns  himfelf  addifted to 
the  delights  of  the  ftomach,  and  often 
jokes  upon  his  own  fenfuality  ;  but  there 
is  nothing  felfifh  in  this  appetite.  He 
finds  that  good  cheer  unites  good  com- 
panv,  exhilarates  the  fpirits,  opens  the 
heart,  banifhes  all  reftraint  from  con- 
verfation,  and  promotes  the  happieft  pur- 
pofes  of  focial  life.  But  Mr.  James 
Quin  is  not  a  fubject  to  be  difcuiTed  in 
the  compafs  of  one  letter ;  I  (hall  there- 
fere,  at  prefent,  leave  him  to  his  repofe, 
and  call  another  of  a  veiy  different  com- 
plexion. 

You  defire  to  have  farther  acquaint- 
ance with  the  perfon  of  our  aunt,  and 
promiie  yourfelf  much  entertainment 
from  her  connection  with  Sir  Ulic  Mac- 
killigut:  but  in  this  hope  you  are 
baulked  already;  that  connection  is  dif- 
folved.  The  Irifh  baronet  is  an  old 
hound,  that,  finding  her  carrion,  has 
quitted  the  fcent.  I  have  already  told 
you  that  Mrs.  Tabitha  Bramble  is  a 
maiden  of  forty-five.  In  her  perfon, 
(he  is  tall,  raw-boned,  aukward,  flat- 
chefted,  and  llooping;  her  complexion  is 
fallow  and  freckled;  her  eyes  ar;  not 
grey,  but  greeni(h,  like  thofe  of  a  cat, 
and  generally  inflamed ;  her  hair  is  of  a 
fandy,  or  rather  dufty  hue ;  her  forehead 
low;  her  nofe  long,  (harp,  and,  towards 
the  extremity,  always  red  in  cpol  wea- 
ther; her  lips  ftcinny;  her  mouth  exten- 
live;'  her  teeth  draggling  and  loofe,  of 
various  colours  and  conformation ;  and 
her  long  neck  (hrivelled  into  a  thoufand 
wrinkles.  In  her  temper,  (he  is  proud, 
ftiff,  vain,  imperious,  prying,  malicious^ 
greedy,  and  uncharitable.  In  all  likeli- 
hood, her  natural  aufterity  has  been 
foured  by  di (appointment  in  love;  for  her 
long  celibacy  is  by  no  means  owing  to 
her  difiike  of  matrimony :  on  the  con- 
trary, (he  has  left  no  ftone  unturned  to 
avoid  the  reproachful  epithet  of  Old 
Maid. 

Before 
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Before  I  was  born,  flie  had  gone  fuch 
lengths  in  the  way  of  flirting  with  a  re- 
cruiting officer,  that  her  reputation  was 
a  little  iinged.  She  afterwards  made  ad- 
vances to  the  curate  of  the  parifh,  who 
dropped  Ibme  diilant  hints  about  the 
next  prefentation  to  the  living  which  was 
in  her  brother's  gift}  hut  rinding  that 
was  already  promif-'d  to  another,  he  flew 
off  at  a  tangent;  and  Mrs.  Tabby,  in 
revenge,  found  means  to  deprive  him  of 
his  cure.  Her  next  lover  was  lieute- 
nant of  a  man  of  war,  a  relation  of  the 
family,  who  did  not  underftand  the  re- 
finements of  the  paflion,  and  expreffed 
no  averfion  to  grapple  with  coufin  Tab- 
by in  the  way  of  marriage ;  but,  before 
matters  could  be  properly  adjufted,  he 
went  out  on  a  cruize,  and  was  killed  in 
an  engagement  with  a  -French  frigate. 
Our  aunt,  though  baffled  ib  often,  did 
not  yet  defpair.  She  laid  all  her  fnares 
for  Dr.  Lewis,  who  is  thejiduj  Achates 
of  my  uncle.  She  even  fell  fick  upon 
the  occafion,  and  prevailed  with  Matt. 
to  interpofe  in  her  behalf  with  his  friend; 
but  the  doftor,  being  a  my  cock,  would 
not  be  caught  with  chaff,  and  flatly  re- 
jefted  the  propofal  -.  fo  that  Mrs.  Ta- 
bitha  was  content  to  exert  her  patience 
once  more,  after  having  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  effect  a  rupture  betwixt  the  two 
friends;  and  now  me  thinks  proper  to  be 
very  civil  to  Lewis,  who  is  become  ne- 
ceflary  to  her  in  the  way  of  his  profefllon. 

Thefe,  however,  are  not  the  only  ef- 
forts me  has  made  towards  a  nearer  con- 
junction with  o\ir  fex.  Her  fortune  was 
originally  no  more  than  a  thoufand 
pounds;  but  me  gained  an  accefllon  of 
five  hundred  by  the  death  of  a  filter,  and 
the  lieutenant  left  her  three  hundred  in 
his  will.  Thefe  fums  me  has  more  than 
doubled  by  living  free  of  all  expence  in 
her  brother's  houfe,  aijd  dealing  in  cheele 
and  Welm  flannel,  the  produce  of  his 
flocks  and  dairy.  At  prefent,  her  ca- 
pital has  encreafed  to  about  four  thou- 
fand pounds  ;  and  her  avarice  feems  to 
grow  every  day  more  and  more  rapa- 
cious; but  even  this  is  not  fo  intolerable 
as  the  perverfenefs  of  her  nature,  which' 
keeps  the  whole  family  in  difquiet  and 
uproar.  She  is  one  of  tliofe  geniufes 
who  find  fome  diabolical  enjoyment  in 
being  dreaded  and  deteitcd  by  their  fel- 
low-creatures. 

I  once  told  my  uncle,  I  was  furprized 
that  a  man  of  his  dilpofition  could  bear 
fach  a  doraeftick  plague,  when  it  could 


be  fo  eafdy  removed.  The  rtmark  made 
him  fore,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  tax  him 
with  want  of  relblution.    Wrinkling  up 
his  nofe,  and  drawing  down  his  eye- 
brows— '    A   young   fellow,'   laid   he, 
when  he  firll  ilmifts  his  fnout  into  the 
world,  is  apt  to  be  furprized  at  many 
things   which   a   man   of  experience 
knows  to  be  ordinary  and  unavoida- 
ble..    This  precious  aunt  of  yours  is 
become  infeniibly  a  part  of  my  contli- 
tution.     Damn  her!  She  is  a  noli  me 
tangere  in  my  flefh,  which  I  cannot 
bear  to  be  touched  or  tampered  with.* 
I  made  no  reply,  but  fhifted  the  con- 
verl'ation.     He   really  has  an  affeclion 
for  this  original,  which  maintains  it's 
ground   in  defiance  of  common  fenfe, 
and  in  delpite  of  that  contempt  which  he 
mulV  certainly  feel  for  her  character  and 
underftanding.     Nay,  I  am  convinced, 
that,  me  has  likewiie  a  moil  virulent  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon ;  though  her  love 
never  mews  itfelf  but  in  the  ihape  of  dif- 
content,  and  (he  perfifts  in  tormenting 
him  otic  of  ujere  tendernefs.     The  only 
object  within  doors  upon  which  me  bc- 
ftov/s  any  marks  of  affection  in  the  ufu- 
al  ftyle,  is  her  dog  Chowder ;  a  filthy 
cur  from  Newfoundland,  which  me  had 
in  a  prefent  from  the  wife  of  a  (kipper 
in   Swanfea.     One  would,  imagine  flie 
had  diftinguifhed  this  bead  with  her  fa- 
vour on  account  of  his  uglinefs  and  ill- 
nature  ;   if  it  was  not,  indeed,  an  iu- 
ftinclive  fympathy  between  his  difpoii- 
tion  and  her  own.     Certain  it  is,  (he 
careffes  him  without  ceailng  ;  and  even 
harrafles  the  family  in  the  fervice  of  this 
curled  animal;  which,  indeed,  has  proved 
the  proximate  caufe  of  her  breach  with 
Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut. 

You  muft  know,  flic  yefterday  wanted 
to  fteal  a  march  of  poorLiddy,  and  went 
to  breakfaft  in  the  room  without  any  otlvr 
companion  than  her  dog,  in  expectation 
of  meeting  with  the  baronet,  who  had 
agreed  to  dance  with  her  in  the  evening. 
Chowder  no  fooner  made  his  appearance 
in  the  room,  than  the  mafter  of  the  cere- 
monies, incenfed  at  his  preiumption,  ran 
up  to  drive  him  away,  and  threatened 
him  with  his  .foot ;  but  the  other  ieeme J 
to  defpife  his  authority;  and  difplaying  a 
formidable  cafe  of  long,  white,  (harp 
teeth,  kept  the  puny  monarch  at  bay. 
While  he  flood  under  fbme  trepidation, 
fronting  his  antagcn.ift,  and  bawling  to 
the  waiter,  Sir  Ulic  Mackilligut  came  to 
his  alTiitance,  and  feeming  ignorant  of  the 
cosneilkm 
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connexion  between  this  intruder  and  his 
miftrefs,  gave  the  former  fuch  a  kick  in 
the  jaws,  as  fent  him  howling  to  the  door. 
Mrs.  Tabitha,  incenfed  at  this  outrage, 
ran  after  him,  fquaUing  in  a  tone  equally 
difagreeable;  while  the  baronet  followed 
her  on  one  fide,  making  apologies  for  his 
miftake;  and  Derrick  on  the  other,  mak- 
ing remonftrances  upon  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  place. 

Far  from  being  fatisfied  with  the 
knight's  excufe%,  me  faid  (he  was  fure  he 
was  no  gentleman ;  and  when  the  matter 
of  the  ceremonies  offered  to  fyand  her 
into  the  chair,  me  rapped  him  over  the 
knuckles  with  her  fan.  My  uncle's  foot- 
man being  (till  at  the  door,  (he  and 
Chowder  got  into  the  fame  vehicle,  and 
were  carried  off  amidft  the  jokes  of  the 
chairmen  and  other  popuhice.  I  had 
been  riding  out  on  Clerkendown,  and 
happened  to  enter  juft  as  faefrafas  was 
over.  The  baronet,  coming  up  to  me 
with  an  affected  air  of  chagrin,  recounted 
the  adventure ;  at  which  I  laughed  hear- 
tily, and  then  his  countenance  cleared  up. 
My  dear  foul/  faid  he,  *  when  I  faw 
a  fort  of  a  wild  baift  fnarling  with  open 
mouth  at  the  matter  of  the  ceremonies, 
like  the  red  cow  going  to  devour  Tom 
Thumb,  I  could  do  no  lefs  than  go  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  little 'man;  but  I 
never  dreamt  the  baift  was  one  of  Mrs. 
Bramble's  attendants :  O  !  if  I  had,  he 
might  have  made  his  brcakfaft  upon 
Derrick  and  welcome.  But  you  know, 
my  dear  friend,  how  natural  it  is  for 
us  Irifhmen  to  blunder,  and  to  takethe 
wrong  fow  by  the  ear.  However,  I 
will  confefs  judgment,  and  cry  her 
mercy ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  penitent 
finner  may  be  forgiven.'  I  told  him, 
that  as  the  otfence  was  not  voluntary  on 
his  fide,  it  was  to  be  hoped  he  would  not 
find  her  implacable. 

But,  in  truth,  all  this  concern  was 
diflembled.  In  his  approaches  of  gal- 
lantry to  Mrs.  Tabitha,  he  had  been 
mifled  by  a  miftake  of  at  leaft  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  the  calculation  of  her 
fortune ;  and  in  this  particular  he  was 
juft  undeceived.  -He  therefore  feized  the 
firfl  opportunity  of  incurring  her  difplea- 
fure  decently,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
certainly  annihilate  the  correfpondence ; 
and  he  could  not  have  taken  a  more  ef- 
fectual method  than  that  of  beating  her 
dog.  When  he  prefcnted  himfelf  at  our 
door,  to  pay  his  refpecls  to  the  offended 
fair,  he  was  retiifed  admittance,  and 


given  to  underftand,  that  he  Should  never 
find  her  at  home  for  the  future.     She 
was  not  fo  inacceflible  to  Derrick,  who 
came  to  demand  fatisfaction  for  the  in- 
fult  ftie  had  offered  to  him,  even  in  the 
verge  of  his  own  court.     She  knew  it 
was  convenient  to  be  well  with  the  ma- 
tter of  the  ceremonies  while  (he  continued 
to  frequent  the  Rooms ;  and,  having  heard 
he  was  a  poet,  began  to  be  afraid  cf  mak- 
ing her  appearance  in  a  ballad  or  lam- 
poon.    She  therefore  made  excufes  for 
what  me  had  done,  imputing  it  to  the 
flutter   of  her   fpirits;    and   fubfcribed 
handfomcly  for  his  poems :  fo  that  he 
was  perfectly  appealed,  and  overwhelm- 
"ed  her  with  a  profufion  of  compliment. 
He  even  foliated  a  reconciliation  with 
Chowder ;  which,  however,  the  latter  de- 
clined :  and  he  declared,  that  if  he  could 
find  a  precedent  in  the   annals   of  the 
Bath,  which  he  would  carefully  examine 
for  that  purpofe,  her  favourite  mould  be 
admitted  to  the  ntxt  puliick  breakfaft- 
ing  :  but,  I  believe,  me  will  not  expofe 
hei>felf  or  him  to  the  rifque  of  a  fecond 
difgrace.      Who  will  fupply  the  place 
of  Mackilligut  in  her  affections,  I  can- 
not forefee;  but  nothing  in  the  fhape  of 
/  man  can  come  amifs.     Though  (he  is  a 
violent  church -woman,  of  the  moft  into- 
lerant zeal,  I  believe  in  my  confcience 
flie  would  have  no  objection,  at  prefenty 
to  treat  on  the  fcore  of  matrimony  with 
an  Anabaptift,  Quaker,  or  Jew  j  and  even 
ratify  the  treaty  at  the  expence  of  her 
own  converfion.     But  perhaps  I  think 
too  hardly  of  this  kinfwoman ;  who,  I 
mull  own,  is  veiy  little  beholden  to  the 
good  opinion  of  yours, 

J.  MELFORD. 
BATH,  MAY  6. 


TO    DR.  LEWIS. 

YO  U  afk  me  why  I  do  not  take  the 
air  on  horfeback  during  this  fine 
weather.  In  which  of  the  avenues  of 
this  paradife  would  you  have  me  take 
that  exercife  ?  Shall  I  commit  myfelf  to 
the  high-roads  of  London  or  Briftol,  to 
be  (lifled  with  duft,  orpreffed  to  death  in 
themidftofpoft-chaifes,flying-machines, 
waggons,  and  coal-horfes ;  befides  the 
troops  of  fine  gentlemen  that  take  to  the 
highway  to  (hew  their  horfemanfliip ;  and 
the  coaches  of  fine  ladies,  who  go  thither 
to  fhew  their  equipages  ?  Shall  I  atUnr.it 
the  Downs,  and  fatigue  myfelf  to  <->-^h 
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Jn  climbing  up  an  eternal  afcent,  without 
any  hopes  of  reaching  the  lummit?  Know 
then,  I  have  made  clivers  defperate  leaps 
at  thofe  upper  regions,  but  always  fell 
backward  into  this  vapour- pit,  exhaufted 
and  difpiritcd  by  thole  ineffectual  efforts; 
and  here  we  poor  valetudinarians  pant 
r.nd  itruggle  like  fo  many  Chinefe  gud- 
geons gafping  in  the  bottom  of  a  punch- 
bowl. By  Heaven,  it  is  a  kind  of  en- 
chantment! If  I  do  not  fpeecliiy  break 
the  fpell,  and  efcape,  I  may  chance  to 
give  up  the  ghoft  in  this  naufeous  (lew  of 
corruption.  It  was  but  two  nights  ago, 
thnt  I  had  like  to  have  made  my  publick 
exit  at  a  minute's  warning.  One  of  my 
greateft  weakneffes  is  that  of  fuffering 
myfelf  to  be  over-ruled  by  the  opinion 
of  people  whofe  judgment  I  defnife.  I 
own,  with  fhame  and  confufion  of  face, 
that  importunity  of  any  kind  I  cannot 
relili.  This  want  of  courage  and  con- 
ftancy  is  an  original  flaw  in  my  nature, 
which  you  mult  have  often  oblerved  with 
companion,  if  not  with  contempt.  I  am 
afraid  Ibme  of  our  boalted  virtues  may 
be  traced  up  to  this  defect. 

Without  farther  preamble,  I  was  per- 
fuaded  to  go  to  a  ball,  on  purpoie  to  fee 
Liddy  dance  a  minuet  with  a  young  pe- 
tulant jackanapes,  the  only  fon  of  a  weal- 
thy undertaker  from  London,  whofe  mo- 
ther lodges  in  our  neighbourhood,  and 
has  contracted  an  acquaintance  withTab- 
by.  I  fat  a  couple  of  long  hours,  half 
ftiflecl,  in  the  midftvof  a  noifome  crowd; 
and  could  not  help  wondering  that  fo 
many  hundreds  of  thofe  that  rank  as  ra- 
tional creatures,  could  find  entertain- 
ment in  feeing  a  fucceffion  of  infipid  ani- 
mals defcribing  the  lame  dull  figure  for 
a  whole  evening,  on  an  area  not  much 
bigger  than  a  taylor's  {hop-board.  If 
there  had  been  any  beauty,  grace,  acti- 
vity, magnificent  drefs,  or  variety  of  any 
kind,  howfoever  abfiird,  to  engage  the 
attention,  and  amufe  the  fancy,  I  fhould 
not  have  been  furprized  j  but  there  was 
no  fuch  object :  it  was  a  tirefome  repe- 
tition of  the  fame  languid,  frivolous 
fcene,  perfoimecl  by  actors  that  feemed 
to  deep  in  all  their  motions.  The  con- 
tinual fwimming  of  thofe  phantoms  be- 
fore my  eyes,  gave  me  a  fwimming  of 
the  head ;  which  was  alfo  affefted  by  the 
fouled  air,  circulating  through  fuch  a 
number  of  rotten  human  bellows.  I 
therefore  retreated  towards  the  door, 
and  ftood  in  thepafiageto  the  next  room, 
talking  to  my  friend  Quin  j  when  an  end 


being  put  to  the  minuet?,  the  benches 
w.re  removed  to  make  way  for  the  conn- 
try  dances ;  and  the  multitude  riling  at 
once,  the  whole  atmcfphere  was  put  in 
commotion.  Then,  ail  of  a  fudden, 
came  ruflung  upon  me  an  Egyptian  gale, 
fo  impregnated  with  pelHltntial  vapours, 
that  my  nerves  were  overpowered,  and  I 
dropped  fenfelefs  upon  the  Moor. 

You  may  eaiily  conceive  what  a  cla- 
mour and  confuiion  this  accident  muft 
have  produced  in  fuch  an  aifembly :  I 
foon  recovered,  however,  and  found  my- 
felf in  an  eafy-chair,  fupported  by  my 
own  people.  Sifter  Tabby,  in  her  great 
tenderneis,  had  put  me  to  the  torture, 
lirueezing  my  head  under  Irer  arm,  and 
fluffing  my  nofe  with  fpirit  of  hartihorn, ' 
till  the  whole  iniide  was  excoriated.  I 
no  fooncr  got  home,  than  I  fent  for  Doc- 
tor Ch ;  who  afiured  me  I  needed 

not  be  alarmed,  for  my  fwooning  was 
entirely  occasioned  by  an  accidental  im- 
preflion  of  foetid  effluvia  upon  nerves  of 
uncommon  fenlibility.  I  know  not  how 
other  people's  nerves  are  conftructed ;  but 
one  would  imagine  they  muft  be  made  of 
very  coarfe  materials,  to  iland  the  ihock. 
of  fuch  a  horrid  affault.  It  wae,  indeed, 
a  cirr.pound  oj  iiillaincus  ftfiellf,  in  which 
the  molt  violent  ftinks,  and  the  moil 
powerful  perfumes,  contended  fur  the 
maftery.  Imagine  to  yourielf  a  high  ex- 
alted eifence  of  mingled  odours,  arifir.g 
from  putrid  gums,  impofthumated  lungs, 
four  flatulencies,  rank  arm-pits,  fvrcat- 
ing  feet,  running  fores  and  idues,  plaf- 
ters,  ointments,  and  embrocations,  Hun- 
gary-water, Ipirit  of  lavender,  affafcetida- 
drops,  muik,  hartfhorn,  and  fal  volatile; 
befides  a  thoufand  frowzy  ileams,  which 
I  could  not  analize.  Such.  O  Dick!  is 
the  fragrant  sether  we  breathe  in  the  po- 
lite aflemblies  of  Bath !  Such  is  the  at- 
mofphere  I  have  exchaiiged  for  the  pure, 
elaitick,  animating  air  of  the  Wclih 
mountains  !  O  Rus,  quando  te  afyiciaml 
I  wonder  what  the  devil  poffeffed  me ! 

But  few  words  are  beft :  I  have  taken 
my  refolution.  You  may  well  fupocfe  I 
do  not  intend  to  entertain  the  company 
with  a  fecond  exhibition.  I  have  pro- 
mii'cd,  in  an  evil  hour,  to  proceed  to  Lon- 
don, and  that  promife  fhaii  be  perform- 
ed ;  but  my  ftay  in  the  metropolis  fiiall 
be  brief.  '  I  have,  for  the  bt-uttit  of  my 
health,  proiecled  an  expedition  to  the 
North ;  which,  I  hope,  will  afford  feme 
agreeable  paftime.  I  have  never  travel- 
led fanher  that  way  than  Scarborough ; 
F  and, 
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and,  I  think,  it  is  a  reproach  upon  me, 
as  a  Britilh  freeholder,  to  have  lived  fo 
long  without  making  an  excurfion  to  the 
nther  fide  of  the  Tweed.  Bcfidts,  I  have 
fome  relations  ftttkd  in  Yorkfhire,  to 
whom  it  may  not  he  improper  to  intro- 
duce my  nephew  and  his  fifter.  At  pre- 
fent,  I  have  nothing  to  add,  hut  that 
Tabby  is  happily  difentangk-d  from  the 
Irifh  baronet;  and  that  I  will  not  fail  to 
make  you  acquainted,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  fequel  of  our  adventures :  a 
mark  of  conlideration  which,  perhaps, 
you  would  willingly  difpenfe  with  in 
your  humble  fervant, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
BATH,  MAY  S. 


TO  SIR  WAT  KIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

»BAR  PHILLIPS, 

A  Few  days  ago  we  were  terribly 
alarnred  by  my  uncle's  fainting  at 
the  ball :  he  has  been  ever  iince  curfmg  his 
own  folly  for  going  thither  at  the  requeft 
of  an  impertinent  woman.  He  declares, 
he  will  looner  vHk  a  houfe  infefted  with 
the  plague,  than  truft  himfelf  in  luch  a 
Jiauieous  fpital  for  the  future ;  for  he 
Iwears  the  accident  was  occaiioned  by  the 
ftench  of  the  crowd ;  and  that  he  would: 
never  defire  a  Itronger  proof  of  onr  being 
made  of  veiy  grof's  materials,  than  our 
having  withftood  the  annoyance  by  which 
he  was  Ib  much  difcompofed.  For  my 
part,  I  am  very  thankful  for  the  coarfe- 
mefs  of  my  organs,  being  in  no  danger 
of  ever  falling  a  facririce  to  the  delicacy 
of  my  nole.  Mr.  Bramble  is  extrava- 
gantly delicate  in  all  his  ienfations,  both 
of  foul  and  body.  I  was  informed  by 
Dr.  Lewis,  that  he  once  fought  a  duel 
with  an  officer  of  the  horfe-gtiards,  for 
turning  afide  to  the  park-wall,  on  a  ne- 
ceffary  occafion,  when  he  was  palling 
with  a  lady  under  his  protection.  His 
Wood  riles  at  every  inftance  of  infolence 
and  cruelty,  even  where  he  himfelf  is  no 
way  concerned  ;  and  ingratitude  makes 
his  teeth  chatter.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
recital  of  a  generous,  humane,  or  grate- 
ful acYion,  never  fails  to  draw  from  him 
tears  of  approbation,  which  he  is  often 
greatly  dutreSbd  to  conceal. 

Yefterday,  one  Pauuccford  gave  te3, 
on  particular  invitation.  This  man, after 
laving  been  long  buffetted  by  adverfity, 


went  abroad;  and  Fortune,  refolved  to 
make  him  amends  for  her  former  cov- 
nefs,  fet  him  all  at  once  up  to  the  very 
ears  in  affluence.    He  has  now  tir.eixaj 
from  obfcurity,  and  blazes  out  in  ail  the 
tinfel  of  the  times.  I  do  not  find  that  he 
is  charged  with  any  praftkes  that  the  law 
deems  difhoncrt,  or  that  his  wealth  has 
made  him  arrogant  and  inacccfiible ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  takes  great  pains  to  ap- 
pear atfable  and  gracious.  But,  they  ii.y, 
he  is  remarkable  for  uirinkmg  from  his 
former  iriendmips,  which  were  generally 
too  plain  andhome-fpun  to  appearamidlt 
hrs  prelcnt  brilliant  connexions ;  and  that 
he  fetms  uneafy  at  fight  cf  ibme  old  be- 
nefac~tors,  whom  a  man  of  honour  would 
take  pleafure  to  acknowledge.     Be  that 
as  it  may,  he  had  fo  effectually  engaged 
the  company  at  Bath,  that,  when  I  went 
with  my  uncle  to  the  coffte-houfe  in  the 
evening,  tlicre  was  not  a  fcul  in  the  room 
but  one  ptrfon,  fecminglv  hi  years,  who 
fat  by  the  fire,  reading  one  of  the  papers. 
Mr,  Bramble,  taking  his  ftation  dole  by 
hiin — '  There  is  fucli  a  crowd  and  con- 
f  uiion  ot  chairs  in  the  paffage  to  Simp- 
fon's/  fnid  he,  '  that  we  could  hardly 
get  along.     I  wifh  thole  jninions  oi' 
fovtune  would  fall  upon  more  laudable 
ways  of  fpending  their  money.    I  liip- 
pole,  Sir,  you  like  this  kind  of  enter- 
tainment as  little  as  I  do  ?' — '  I  cannot 
lay  I  have  any  great  rtlim  for  fuch 
entertainments,'   aniwert-d  the  other, 
without  taking  his  eyes  off  the  paper. 
Mr.  Strle,'  relumed  my  uncle,  '  I  beg 
pardon  for  interrupting  you;    but  I 
cannotreiift  thecurioiity  I  have  to  know 
if  you  received  a  card  on  this  occa- 
fion?' 

The  man  fix-med  furprizeJ  at  this  ad- 
drefs,  and  made  fome  paui'j,  us  doubtful 
what  anlwer  he  fhoukl  make.  '  I  know 
'  my  curioiity  is  impertinent,'  added  my 
uncle ;  '  but  I  have  a  particular  rcafon 
for  afking  the  favour.'  — '  If  that  ba 
the  cafe,'  replied  Mi.  Serle,  '  I  ftiall 
gratify  you  without  helitation,  by  own- 
ing, that  I  have  had  no  card.     But 
give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  aik,  in  my  turn, 
what  reafon  you  think  I  have  to  expect 
fuch  an  invitirtiun  from  the  gentleman 
who  gives  tea?'  — '   I  have  my  own 
reafons,"  cried  Mr.  Bramble,  with  feme 
emotion ;  '  and  am  convinced, more  than 
ever,  that  this  Pauncefprd  is  a  con- 
temptible fellow.'  —  '   Sir,'    (aid    the 
other,  laying  down  the  paper,  '  I  have 
'  not  the  honour  to  know  you ;  but  your 
*  di&ourfo 
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difcourfe  is  a  little  myfterious,  and 
feems  to,  require  fome  explanation. 
The  perfon  you  are  pleafed  to  treat  f'o 
cavalierly  is  a  gentleman  of  ibme  eon- 
fequence  in  the  community ;  and,  tor 
aught  you  know,  I  may  allb  have  my 
particular  reaibns  for  defending  his 
chara6ler.' — '  If  I  was  not  convinced 
of  the  contrary,'  oblerved  the  other, 
I  fhould  not  have  gone  fo  far.' — '  Let 
me  tell  you,  Sir/  iaid  the  ftranger, 
railing  his  voice,  '  you  have  gone  too  far 

*  in  hazarding  fuch  reflections— ' 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  my  uncle  3 

-who  aiked  peevifhly  if  ne  was  Don  Quix- 
ote enough,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  throw 
down  his  gauntlet  as  champion  for  a  man 
•who  had  treated  him  with  fuch  ungrate- 
ful neglecl.  '  For  my  part,'  added  he, 

*  I  (hall  never  quarrel  with  you  again 
'  upon  this  fubje£t;  and  what  I  have 

*  laid  now,  has  been  fuggelled  as  much 
'  by  my  regard  for  you,  as  by  my  con- 
'  tempt  of  him.'  Mr.  Serle  then  pull- 
ing off  his  Ipedacles,  eyed  uncle  very 
earnestly ;  laying,  in  a  mitigated  tone — 

*  Surely  I  am  much  obliged  Ah, 

*  Mr.  Bramble!    I  now  recollect  your 
«  features,  though  I  have  not  leen  you 

*  thefe  many  years.'—'  We  might  have 
'  been  lefs  (trangers  to  one  another,'  an- 
fwered  the  Iquire,  '  if  our  correfpondence 

*  had  not  been  interrupted,  in  confe- 

*  quence  of  a  millmderltandirig  occa- 

*  noned  by  this  very  But  no  mat- 

*  ter.  Mr.  Serle,  I  elleem  yoxtr  character ; 

*  and  my  friendihip,  fuch  as  it  is,  you 

*  may  freely  command.' — '  The  offer  is 

*  too  agreeable  to  be  declined,'  laid  he; 
'  I  embrace  it  very  cordially;  and,  as 

*  the  firft  fruits  of  it,  requeft  that  you 
'  will  change  this  fubje6t,  which,  with 

*  me,  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy.' 

My  uncle  owned  he  was  in  the  right ; 
and  the  difcourie  took  a  more  general 
turn.  Mr.  Serle  paffed  the  evening  with 
us  at  our  lodgings,  and  appeared  to  be 
intelligent,  and  even  entertaining;  but 
his  dilboiition  was  rather  of  a  melancholy 
hue.  My  uncle  lays  he  is  a  man  of  un- 
common parts,  and  unqueftioned  probity; 
that  his  fortune,  which  was  originally 
fmall,  has  been  greatly  hurt  by  a  roman- 
tick  fpirit  of  generality,  which  he  has 
often  clilplayed,  even  at  the  expence  of 
his  difcretion,  in  favour  of  worthlefs  in- 
dividuals ;  that  he  had  rel'cued  Paunce- 
ford  from  the  loweft  diftrefs,  when  he 
was  bankrupt,  both  in  means  and  repu- 
tation j  that  he  had  elpoultd  his  intereils 


with  a  degre  •  of  enthufinfm,  broke  with 
leveral  friends,  and  even  drawn  his  Iword 
againit  my  uncle,  who  had  particular 
reaibns  for  quelfioning  the  moral  cha- 
ra£ter  of  the  faid  Pauncef brd ;  that,  with- 
out Serle's  co'.mtejiance  and  alnltance, 
the  other  never  could  have  embraced  the 
opportunity  which  has  railed  him  to  this 
pinnacle  of  wealth ;  that  Paunceford,  in 
the  firft  tranlports  of  his  fuccefs,  had 
written,  fro.n  abroad,  letters  to  different 
correfpondents,  owning  his  obligations 
to  Mr.  Serle  in  the  warmed  terms  of  ac- 
knowledgment, and  declaring  he  con- 
fidered  himlelf  only  as  a  factor  for  the 
occasions  of  his  bell  friend ;  that,  with- 
out doubt,  he  had  made  declarations  of 
the  lame  nature  to  his  benefactor  himfelf, 
though  this  lall  was  always  filent  and  re- 
lerved  on  the  fubjeft,  but  for  fome  years 
thole  tropes  and  figures  of  rhetorick  had 
been  dilufed;  that,  upon  his  return  to 
England,  he  had  been  lavifh  in  his  ca- 
relies  to  Mr.  Serle,  invited  him  to  his 
iioule,  and  prefled  him  to  make  it  his 
own ;  that  he  had  overwhelmed  him  with 
general  profeffions,  and  afFefted  to  ex- 
piefs  the  warmeft  regard  for  him,  in  com- 
pany of  their  common  acquaintance,  fo 
^that  every  body  believed  his  gratitude 
was  as  liberal  as  his  fortune  j  and  Ibme 
went  fo  far  as  to  congratulate  Mr.  Serle 
on  both. 

All  this  time  Paunceford  carefully  and 
artfully  avoided  particular  dil'cullions 
with  his  old  patron,  who  had  too  much 
fpirit  to  drop  the  molt  diltant  hint  of 
balancing  the  account  of  obligation ; 
that,  nevertheless,  a  man  of  his  feelings 
could  not  but  relent  this  (hocking  return 
for  all  his  kindnefs;  and  therefore  he 
withdrew  himlelf  from  the  connexion, 
without  coining  to  the  leaft  explanation, 
or  ("peaking  a  lyllable  on  the  fubjecl  to 
any  living  foul  •.  fo  that  now  their  corre- 
fpondence  is  reduced  to  a  llight  lalute 
with  the  hat,  when  they  chance  to  meet 
in  any  publick  place;  an  accident  that 
rarely  happens,  for  their  walks  lie  diffe- 
rent ways.  Mr.  Paunceford  lives  in  a 
palace,  feeds  upon  dainties,  is  arrayed  in 
i'u-mptuous  apparel,  appears  in  all  the 
pomp  of  equipage,  and  palfes  his  time 
among  the  nobles  of  the  land.  Serle 
lodgss  in  Stall  Street,  up  two  pair  of  Hairs 
backwards,  walks  a -foot  in  a  Bath-mg, 
eats  for  twelve  (hillings  a  week,  and 
drinks  water  as  a  prei'ervative  aguinft  the 
gout  and  gravel.  Mark  the  vicillitude. 
once  reiiuo.1  in  a  garret  5 
F  a  vyherq 
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where  he  fubfifted  upon  fheep's-  trotters 
and  cow-heel ;  from  which  commons  he 
was  tranlhted  to  the  table  of  Serle,  that 
ever  aSoumled  with  good  cheer;  until 
wane  ot  ceconomy  and  retention  reduced 
him  to  a  flender  annuity  in  his  decline  of 
years,  that  fcarce  affords  the  bare  necef- 
faries  of  life.  Paunceford,  however,  does 
him  the  honour  to  fpeak  of  him  ftill  with 
uncommon  regard ;  and  to  declare  what 
pleaiure  it  would  give  him  to  contribute 
in  any  lhape  to  his  convenience.  '  But, 
4  you  know,'  he  never  fails  to  add,  '  he 
'  is  a  fhy  kind  of  a  man ;  and  then  fuch 
'  a  perfec~l  philofopher,  that  he  looks  up- 

*  on  all  fuperfluities  with  the  molt  fove- 

*  reign  contempt.' 

Having  given  you  this  fketch  of  Squire 
Paunceford,  I  need  not  make  any  com- 
ment on  his  character,  but  leave  it  at  the 
mercy  of  your  own  reflection  5  from 
which,  I  dare  fay,  it  will  meet  with  as 
little  quarter  a$  it  has  found  with  yours 
always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
BATH,  MAY  10, 


TO  MRS.  MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLf- 
TON-HALL. 

DEAR    MOLLY, 

WE  are  all  upon  the  ving !  Hey  for 
Condon,  girl !  Fecks !  we  have 
been  long  enough  here ;  for  we  are  all 
turned  tiply-turvy !  Miftrefs  has  excarded 
Sir  Ulic  for  kicking  of  Chowder;  and  I 
have  fent  O  Frizzle  away  with  a  flea  in 
his  ear.  I've  (hewn  him  how  little  I 
minded  his  tinfy  and  his  long  tail!  A 
fellor,  who  would  think  for  to  go  for  to 
otfer  to  take  up  with  a  dirty  trollop  under 
my  nofe !  I  ketched  him  in  the  very  feel, 
coming  out  of  the  houfe-maid's  garret : 
but  I  have  pi'en  the  dirty  flut  a  (library ! 
O  Molly !  the  farvants  at  Bath  are  devils 
in  garnet;  they  lite  the  candle  at  both 
ends !  Here's  nothing  but  ginketting,  and 
wafting,  and  thieving,  and  tricking,  and 
trigging ;  and  then  they  are  never  con- 
tent! They  won't  fufter  the  fquire  and 
miftrefb  to  (by  any  longer,  becaufe  they 
have  been  already  above  three  weeks  in 
the  houfe ;  and  they  look  for  a  couple  of 
ginnys  a  piece  at  our  going  away;  and 
this  is  a  parquifite  they  expect  every 
month  in  the  leafon ;  being  as  how  no 
family  has  a  right  to  ftav  longer  than  four 
weeks  in  the  lame  lodgings;  and  ib  the 
cuck  fvveurs  flie  will  pin  the  djfa  -  clout 


to  miftrefs's  tail;  and  the  houfe -maid 
vows  (he'll  put  cowitch  in  mailer's  bed, 
if  ib  be  he  don't  dii'cnmp  without  furder 
ado.  I  don't  blame  them  for  making 
the  moft  of  their  market,  in  the  way  of 
vails  and  parquifites ;  and  I  defy  the  de- 
vil to  fay  I  am  a  tail-carrier,  or  ever 
brought  a  poor  larvant  into  trouble.  But 
then  they  oft  to  have  fome  conference  in 
vronging  thofe  that  be  farvants  like  them- 
felves.  For  you  muft  no,  Molly,  I  miffed 
three  quarters  of  blond-lace,  and  a  rem- 
nant of  muflin,  and  my  filver-thimble^ 
which  was  the  gift  of  true  love.  They 
were  all  in  my  work-bafket,  that  I  left 
upon  the  table  in  the  farvants-hall  when 
miftrefles  bell  rung :  but  if  they  had  been 
under  lock  and  kay,  'twould  have  been 
all  the  lame ;  for  there  are  double  kays 
to  all  the  locks  in  Bath ;  and  they  fay  as 
how  the  very  teeth  an't  fafe  in  your  head, 
if  you  fleepwith  your  mouth  open.  And 
fo  fay*.  I  to  myfelf  — '  Them  things 
*  could  not  go  without  hands ;  and  ib 
'  I'll  watch  their  waters  :'  and  fo  I  did 
with  a  vitnefs ;  for  then  it  was  I  found 
Bett  confarned  with  O  Frizzle.  And  as 
the  cucic  had  thrown  her  flulh  at  me,  be- 
caufe  I  had  taken  part  with  Chowder 
when  he  fit  with  the  turnfpit,  I  refolved 
to  make  a  clear  kitchen,  and  throw  fome 
of  her  fat  into  the  fire.  I  ketched  the 
chare-woman  going  out  with  her  load  in 
the  morning,  before  flie  thought  I  was 
up,  and  brought  her  to  miftrefs  with  her 
whole  cargo.  Many,  what  do'ft  think 
fl;e  had  got  in  the  name  of  God  ?  Her 
buckets  were  foaming  full  of  our  beft 
bear,  and  her  lap  was  ftuttcd  with  a  cold 
tongue,  part  of  a  buttock  of  beef,  half 
a  turkey,  and  a  fwinging  lump  of  butter, 
and  the  matter  of  ten  mould-candles, 
that  had  fcarce  ever  been  lit.  The  cuck 
brazened  it  out,  and  faid  it  was  her  rite 
to  rummage  the  pantry ;  and  me  was 
ready  for  to  go  before  the  mare;  that  he 
had  been  her  potticary  many  years,  and 
would  never  think  of  hurting  a  poor  far- 
vant  for  giving  away  the  fcraps  of  the 
kitchen.  I  went  another  way  to  work 
with  Madam  Betty,  becaule  (lie  had  been 
fancy,  and  called  me  flcandelus  names ; 
and  faid  O  Frizzle  could  not  abide  me, 
and  twenty  other  odorous  falfehoods.  I 
got  a  varrant  from  the  mare;  and  her  box 
being  (arched  by  the  conftable,  my  things 
came  out  Cure  einnT;  befides  a  full  pound 
ofvax-candles.andauite-capof  in. 
that  I  could  fwareto  on  my  cruptra!  oaf. 
O!  then  Madam  Mopltick  can*e  upon 

her 
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her  merry -bones ;  and  as  the  fquire 
•wouldn't  hare  of  a  puriecution,  QIC  fcaped 
a  fkewring:  but  the  longeft  day  fhe  has 
to  live  (he'll  remember  your  humble  far- 
vantj 

WINIFRED  JENKINS. 
BATH,  MAY  15. 

If  the  hind  mould  come  again  before 
we  "be  gone,  pray  lend  me  the  Ihift 
and  apron,  with  the  vite  gallow- 
manky  fhoes ;  which  you'll  find  in 
mypillowber.  Sarvice  to  Saul. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

YO  U  are  in  the  right,  dear  Phillips : 
I  do  not  expecl  regular  anfwers  to 
every  letter.  I  know  a  college-life  is  too 
circnmfcribed  to  afford  materials  for  fuch 
quick  returns  of  communication.  For 
my  part,  I  am  continually  fhifting  the 
icene,  and  furrounded  with  new  objefts ; 
fome  of  which  are  Striking  enough.  I 
mall  therefore  conclude  my  journal  for 
your  amufemcnt ;  and  though,  in  all  ap- 
pearance, it  will  not  treat  of  very  import- 
ant or  interesting  particulars,  it  may 
prove,  perhaps,  not  altogether  uninStruc- 
tive  or  unentertaining. 

The  mufick  and  entertainments  of  Bath 
are  over  for  this  feaibn ;  and  all  our  gay 
birds  of  paflage  have  taken  their  flight  to 
Briftol  -  Well,  Tunbridge,  Brighthelm- 
ftone,  Scarborough,  Harrowgate,  &c. 
Not  a  foul  is  feen  in  this  place  but  a  few 
broken -winded  parfons,  waddling  like  fo 
many  crows  along  the  North  Parade. 
There  is  always  a  great  (hew  of  the  clergy 
at  Bath;  none  of  your  thin,  puny,  yel- 
low, heftick  figures,  exhauited  with  ab- 
flinence  and  hard  ftudy,  labouring  un- 
der the  morbi  eruditorwn ;  but  great  over- 
grown dignitaries  andreftors,  with  rubi- 
cund nofes  and  gouty  ancles,  or  broad 
bloated  faces,  dragging  along  great  fwag 
bellies;  the  emblems  of  Sloth  and  indi- 
geftion. 

Now  we  are  upon  the  fubiecl  of  par- 
fons, I  muft  tell  you  a  ludicrous  adven- 
ture, which  was  atchieved  the  other  day 
by  Tom  Eaftgate,  whom  you  may  re- 
member on  the  foundation  of  Queen's. 
He  had  been  very  afiiduous  to  pin  himfelf 
upon  George  Prankley,  who  was  a 
gentleman-commoner  of  Chrift-church, 
knowing  the  faid  Prankley  was  heir  to  a 


confiderable  eftate,  and  would  have  the 
advowfon  of  a  good  living,  the  incum- 
bent of  which  was  very  old  and  infirm. 
He  ftudied  his  paffions,  and  flattered  them 
fo  effectually,  as  to  become  his  compa- 
nion and  counfellorj  and,  at  lalt,  obtain- 
ed of  him  a  promife  of  the  presentation, 
when  the  living  fhould  fall.  Prankley,  on 
his  uncle's  death,  quitted  Oxford,  and 
made  his  firft  appearance  in  the  fafuiun- 
able  world  at  London  ;  from  whence  he 
came  lately  to  Bath,  where  he  has  been 
exhibiting  himfelf  mnong  the  bucks  and 
gamefters  of  the  place.  Eaftgate  follow- 
ed him  hither;  but  he  fhould  not  have 
quitted  him  for  a  moment,  at  his  firft 
emerging  into  life.  He  ought  to  have 
known  he  was  a  fantaftick,  foolifh,  fickle 
fellow,  who  would  f  oi'get  his  college  at- 
tachments the  moment  they  ceaied  ap- 
pealing to  his  fenfes.  Tom  met  with  a 
cold  reception  from  his  old  friend  ;  and 
was,  moreover,  informed  that  he  had  pro- 
mifed  the  living  to  another  man,  who  had 
a  vote  in  the  county  %vhere  he  propoied  to 
offer  himfelf  a  candidate  at  the  next  gene- 
ral eleftion.  He  now  remembered  no- 
thing of  Eaftgate,  but  the  freedoms  lie 
had  ufed  to  take  with  him,  while  Torn 
had  quietly  ftood  his  butt,  with  an  eye  to 
the  benefice ;  and  thoSe  freedoms  he  be- 
gan to  repeat  in  common-place  farcafms 
onhisperlbn  and  his  cloth,  which  he  ut- 
tered in  the  publick  coffee-houfe,  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  company.  But  he 
was  egregioufly  miftaken  in  giving  his 
own  wit  credit  for  that  tamcnei's  of  Eaft- 
gate, which  had  been  entirely  owing  to 
prudential  confiderations.  Thele  being 
now  removed,  he  retorted  his  repartee 
with  intereft,  and  found  no  great  diffi- 
culty of  turning  the  laugh  upon  the  ag- 
greuor;  who,  lofing  his  temper,  called 
him  names,  and  aSked  if  he  knew  nubcm 
be  talked  to.  After  much  altercation, 
Prankley,  Shaking  his  cane,  bid  him  hold 
his  tongue,  otherwiie  he  would  dull  his 
caffock  for  him.  '  I  have  no  prctenfions 
'  to  fuch  a  valet,'  faid  Tom ;  '  but  if  you 
'  fhould  do  me  that  office,  and  over-heat 
'  yowfelf,  I  have  here  a  good  oaken  towel 
'  at  yourfervice.' 

Praukley  was  equally  incenfed  and  con- 
founded at  this  reply.  After  a  moment's 
paule,  he  took  him  alkie  towards  the 
window ;  and,  pointing  to  the  clump  of 
firs  or,  Clerken-Down,  afkcd  in  a  whifper 
if  lie  h.id  fpirit  enough  to  meet  him  there, 
with  a  caie  of  piilols,  at  fix  o'clock  to- 
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morrow  morning.  Eaftgate  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative ;  and,  with  a  fteady  coun- 
tenance, affured  him  he  would  not  fail 
to  give  him  the  rendezvous  at  the  hour 
he  mentioned.  So  laying,  he  retired  ; 
and  the  challenger  ftaid  fome  time  in 
manifeft  agitation.  In  the  morning, 
Eaftgate,  who  knew  his  man,  and  had 
taken  his  refolution,  went  to  Prank- 
ley's  lodgings,  and  roufed  him  by  five 
o'clock. 

The  (quire,  in  all  probability,  curfed 
his  punctuality  in  his  heart,  but  he  af- 
fefted  to  talk  big ;  and  having  prepared 
his  artillery  over  night,  they  crofted  the 
water,  at  the  end  of  the  South  Parade.  In 
their  progress  up  the  hill,  Prankley  often 
eyed  the  pari'on,  in  hopes  of  perceiving 
ibme  reluctance  in  his  countenance ;  but 
as  no  fuch  marks  appeared,  he  attempted 
to  intimidate  him  by  word  of  mouth. 
'  If  thefe  flints  do  their  office,'  faid  he, 
'  I  will  do  thybufmefs  ina  few  minutes.' 
— '  I  defire  yox:  will  do  your  belt,'  re- 
plied the  other :  '  for  my  part,  I  come 
'  not  here  to  trifle.  Our  lives  are  in  the 
'  hands  of  God ;  and  one  of  us  already 

*  totters  on  the  brink  of  eternity.'  This 
remark  feemed  to  make  fome  impreffion 
iipon  the  fquire,  who  changed  counte- 
nance;   and,  with    a   faltering  accent, 
obferved,  that  it  ill  became  a  clergyman 
to  be  concerned  in  quarrels  and  Moo.  1- 
Ihed.  '  Your infolence  tome,'  laid  Ealt- 
gate,  '  I  fhoxild  have  bore  with  patience, 

*  had  you  not  call  the  molt  infamous 

*  reflections  upon  my  order,  the  honour 
'  of  which  I  think  myfclf  in  duty  bound 
'  to  maintain,  even  at  the  cxpence  of  my 
'  heart's  blood ;  and,  furely,  it  can  be 
'  no  crime  to  put  out  of  the  world  a  pro- 
'  fligate  wretch,   without  any  fenl'e  of 

*  principle,   morality,    or  religion.'  — 
"  Thoumay'lt  take  away  iny  life,'  cried 
Prankley,  in  great  perturbation;  '  but 
'  do  not  go  to  murder  my  character ! 
'  What!    haft   got   no   conlcience?'-— 
'  My  confciencc  is  perfectly  quiet,'  re- 
plied the  other;  '  and  now,  Sir,  we  are 
'  upon  the  fpot.    Take  your  ground  as 

*  near  as  you  pleafe;  prime  your  piftol; 
'  and  the  Lord,  of  his  infinite  mercy, 
'  have  companion  upon  your  milerable 
«  foul!' 

This  ejaculation  he  pronounced  in  a 
loud  iblemn  tone,  with  his  hr.t  off,  and 
his  eyes  lifted  up;  then  drawing  a  large 
horle-piftol,  he  prefented,  and  put  him- 
(lif  in  a  polturc  of  action.  Prankley  took 


his  diftance,  and  endeavoured  to  prime  5 

but  his  hand  fliook  with  fuch  violence, 

that  he  found  this  operation  impractica- 

ble.   His  antagonift,  feeing  how  it  was 

with  him,  offered  his  affiftance,  and  ad- 

vanced for  that  pui-pole;  when  the  poor 

fquire,  exceedingly  alarmed  at  what  he 

had  heard  and  feen,  denied  t*he  action 

might  be  deferred  till  next  day,  as  he  had 

not  fet  led  his  affairs.  '  I  have  not  made 

my  will,'  faid  he  :  '  my  filters  are  not 

provided  for  ;  and  I  juft  now  recollect 

an  old  promile,  which,  my  conlcience 

tells  me,  I  ought  to  perform.  I  will  firft 

.convince  thee  that  I  am  not  a  wretch 

without  principle,  and  then  thou  malt 

have  an  opportunity  to  take  my  life, 

which  ihpu  feemeft  to  thirft  after  fo 

eagerly,' 

Eaftgate  underftood  the  hint;  and  told 
him  that  one  da  v  mould  break  no  fquares  j 
adding—'  God  forbid  that  I  fliould  be 
'  the  means  of  hindering  you  from  u6tr 
'  ing  the  part  of  an  honeft  man,  and  a 
'  dutiful  brother.'  By  virtue  of  this 
celfation,  they  returned  peaceably  toge- 
ther. Prankley  forthwith  made  out  the 
prefentation  of  the  living,  and  delivered 
it  to  Eaftgate;  telling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  had  now  fettled  his  affairs,  and 
was  ready  to  attend  him  to  the  Fir- 
prove  :  but  Tom  declared  he  could  not 
think  of  lifting  his  hand  againft  the  lit? 
of  fo  great  a  benefactor.  He  did  more: 
when  they  next  met  at  the  coffee-houfc, 
he  allced  pardon  of  Mr.  Prankley,  if,  in 
his  paflion,  he  had  laid  any  thing  to  give 
him  offence  ;  and  the  fquire  was  fo  gra- 
cious as  to  forgive  him  with  a  cordial 
make  of  the  hand,  declaring  that  he  did 
not  like  to  be  at  variance  with  an  old 
college  companion.  Next  day,  however, 
he  left  Bath  abruptly  ;  and  then  Eaftgate 
told  me  all  thefe  particulars,  not  a  little 
pleafed  with  the  effects  of  his  own  la- 
gacity,  by  which  he  has  Iccured  a  living 
worth  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per 
annum. 

Of  my  uncle,  I  have  nothing  at  prefent 
.to  fay  ;  bur  that  we  fet  out  to-morrow 
for  London  enfamiile.  He  and  the  la- 
dies', with  the  maid  and  Chowder  in  a 
coach  ;  I  and  the  man  -  fei-vant  a  horle- 
back.  The  particulars  of  our  journey 
you  mall  have  in  my  next,  provided  no 
accident  happens  to  prevent.  Yours 
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TO    DR.    LEWIS. 

I)  TAR    DICK, 

I  Shall  to-morrpw  fet  out  for  London, 
where  I  have  bei'poke  lodgings,  at 
Mrs.  Norton's,  in  Qoldeu-Square.  Al- 
though I  am  no  admirer  of  Bath,  I  fhall 
leave" it  with  regret;"  becatife  I  nuift  part 
with  fome  old  friends,  whom,  in  all  pro- 
bability, I  (hall  never  fee  again.  In  the 
couri'e  of  coffee  -houfe  converfation,  I 
had  often  heard  very  extraordinary  en- 
comiums parted  on  the  performances  of 
Mr.  T— — ,  a  gentleman  refilling  in  this 
place,  who  paints  landfcapes  for  his 
amufement.  As  I  have  no  great  confi- 
dence in  the  tafte  and  judgment  of  coffee  - 
hcufe  connoiffeurs,  and  never  received 
much  pleaiure  from  this  branch  of  the 
art,  thofe  general  prailes  made  no  im- 
preflion  at  all  on  my  curiofity :  but,  at  the 
requeft  of  a  particular  friend,  I  went  yef- 
terday  to  fee  the  pieces  which  had  been 
ib  warmly  commended.  I  mult  own  I 
am  no  iudge  of  painting,  though  very  fond 
of  pictures.  I  do  not  imagine  that  my 
feilfes  would  play  me  fo  falie,  as  to  betray 
me  into  admiration  of  any  thing  that  was 
very  bad ;  but,  true  it  is,  I  have  often 
overlooked  capital  beauties  in  pieces  of 
extraordinary  merit.  It  I  am  not  to- 
tally devoid  of  taile,  however,  this  young 
gentleman  of  Bath  is  the  belt  landfeape- 
painter  now  living :  I  was  ftruck  with  his 
performances  in  luch  a  manner  as  I  had 
never  been  by  painting  before.  His  trees 
not  only  have  a  richnefs  of  foliage  and 
warmth  of  colouring  which  delights  the 
viewj  but  alib  a  certain  magnificence  in 
thedifpofition,  and  fpiritin  the  exprcflion, 
which  I  cannot  deicribe.  His  manage- 
ment of  the  cbiaro  ofcuro,  or  light  and 
-fliadow,  efpeciaLly  gleams  of  fun-mine, 
is  altogether  wonderful)  both  in  the  con- 
trivance and  execution ;  and  he  is  fo  hap- 
py in  his  perfpeclive,  and  marking  his 
diftanccs  at.  fea,  by  a  progreffive  ferics  of 
fhips,  veffels,  capes,  and  promontories, 
that  I  could  not  help  thinking  I  had  a 
diftant  view  of  thirty  leagues  upon  the 
back-ground  of  the  pifture.  If  there  is 
any  tarte  for  ingenuity  left  in  a  degenerate 
age,  fall  linking  into  barbarifm,  this  artift, 
I  apprehend,  will  make  a  capital  figure, 
as  foonas  his  works  are  known. 

Two  days  ago,  I  was  favoured  with  a 
yilit  by  Mr.  Fitz-owen ;  who,  with  great 
formality,  folicited  my  vote  and  intereft 
at  die  general  election.  I  ought  not  to 


have  been  mocked  at  the  confidence  of 
this  man;  though  it  was  remarkable, 
confidering  what  had  pafled  between  him 
and  me  on  a  former  occafion.  Thcfe 
viilts  arc  mere  matter  of  form,  which  a 
candidate  makes  to  every  elector;  even 
to  thole  who,  he  knows,  are  engaged  in 
the  interelV  of  his  competitor,  left  he 
fliould  fxpoi'e  himfelf  to  the  imputation 
of  pride,  at  a  time  when  it  is  expected  he 
fliould  appear  humble .  Indeed,  I  know 
nothing  fo  abjecl:  as  the  behaviour  of  a 
man  cam-ailing  for  a  feat  in  parliament. 
This  mean  proftration  (to  borough- 
ele&ors  efpecially)  has,  I  imagine,  con- 
tributed in  a  great  meafuie  to  raile  that 
fpirit  of  infolence  among  the  vulgar  j 
which,  like  the^levil,  will  be  found  very 
difficult  to  lay.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  was 
in  fome  confufion  at  the  effrontery  of 
Fitz-owcn ;  but  I  foon  recollected  myfelf, 
and  told  him  I  had  not  yet  determinec} 
for  whom  I  fliould  give  my  vote,  nor 
whether  I  fliould  give  it  for  any.  The 
truth  is,  I  look  upon  both  candidates  in 
the  fame  light;  and  fliould  think  myfelf 
a  traitor  to  the  conftitution  of  my  coun- 
try it  I  voted  for  either.  If  every  elec- 
tor would  bring  the  fame  confideration 
home  to  his  conference,  we  mould  not 
have  fuch  rtalbn  to  exclaim  againft  the 
venality  of  p— —  ts.  But  we  are  all  a 
pack  of  venal  and  corrupted  rafcals ;  f<> 
loft  to  all  fenle  of  honefty,  and  all  ten- 
ciernefs  of  character,  that  in  a  little  time, 
I  am  fully  perfuaded,  nothing  will  be  in- 
famous but  virtue  and  publick-fpirit. 

G.H ,  who  is  really  an  enthufiaft 

in  patriotifm,  and  reprefenied  the  capital 
in  fevernl  fucceffive  parliaments,  declared 
to  me  the  other  day,  with  the  tears  in  his 
eyes,  that  he  had  lived  above  thirty  years 
in  the  city  of  London,  and  dealt  in  the 
way  of  commerce  with  all  the  citizens  of 
note  in  their  turns ;  but  that,  ?.s  he  fliould 
anfwer  to  God,  he  had  never,  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  life,  found  above 
three  or  four  whom  he  could  call  tho- 
roughly honeft :  a  declaration  which  was 
rather  mortifying  than  mrprizing  to  me ; 
who  have  found  fo  few  men  of  worth  in 
the  courfe  of  my  acquaintance,  that  they 
ferve  only  as  exceptions ;  vhich,  in  the 
grammarian's  phrafe,  confirm  and  prove 
a  general  canon.  I  know  you  will  f.iv, 

G.  H faw  imperfectly  through  the 

mift  of  prejudice,  and  I  am  rankled  by 
the  fpleen.  Perhaps  you  are  partly  in  the 
right ;  for  I  have  perceived  thnt  my  opi- 
nion of  mankind,  like  mercury  in  the 
•  thermometer, 
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thermometer,  rifes  and  falls  according  to 
the  variations  of  the  weather. 

Pray  fettle  accompts  with  Barnes  ;  take 
•what  money  of  mine  is  in  his  hands,  and 
give  him  acquittance.  If  you  think  Davis 
has  ftock  or  credit  enough  to  do  juftice  to 
the  farm,  givehim  adifcharge  for  the  rent 
that  is  due  :  this  will  animate  his  induftry; 
for  I  know  that  nothing  is  fo  difcouraging 
to  a  farmer,  as  the  thoughts  of  being  in 
arrears  with  his  landlord.  He  becomes 
difpirited,  and  r.eglefts  his  labour ;  and 
fb  the  farm  goes  to  wreck.  Tabby  has 
been  clamouring  for  Come  days  about 
the  lamb's  (kin,  which  Williams,  the  hind, 
begged  of  me,  when  he  was  laft  at  Bath. 
Pr'ythee  take  it  back,  paying  the  fellow 
the  full  value  of  it,  that  I  may  have  feme 
peace  in  my  own  houfe ;  and  lei  him  keep 
his  own  counfel,  if  he  means  to  keep  his 
place.  O  !  I  mall  never  prefume  to defpile 
or  cenfure  any  poor  man,  for  fuffering 
himfelf  to  be  henpecked ;  confcious  how 
I  myfelf  am  obliged  to  truckle  to  a  do- 
meftick  drmon ;  even  though  (blefled  be 
God)  flie  is  not  yoked  with  me  for  life, 
in  the  matrimonial  waggon.  She  has 
quarrelled  with  the  fcr .  ants  of  the  houfe 
about  vails;  and  Inch  intolerable  fcold- 
ing  enfued  on  both  fi  Jcs,  that  I  have  been 
fain  to  appeafe  the  cook  and  chamber- 
maid by  ibalth.  Cannot  you  find  fome 
poor  gentleman  of  Wales,  to  take  this 
precious  commodity  off  the  hands  of 
yours 

M.  BRAMBLE. 
BATH,  MAY  19. 


TO    DR.    LEWIS. 
DOCTOR   1EWS, 

GIVE  me  leaf  to  tell  you,  methinks 
you  mought  employ  your  talons 
better,  than  to  encourage  fervants  to  pil- 
lage their  matters.  I  find  by  Gwyllim, 
that  Villiams  has  got  my  (kin ;  for  which 
he  is  an  impotent  rafcal.  He  has  not  only 
got  my  fkin,  but,  moreover,  my  butter- 
milk to  fatten  his  pigs ;  and,  I  fuppofe, 
the  next  thing  he  gets,  will  be  my  pad  to 
carry  his  daughter  to  church  and  fair : 
Roger  gets  this,  and  Roger  gets  that ;  hut 
I'd  have  you  to  know,  I  won't  be  rogered 
at  this  rate  by  any  ragmatical  fellow  in  the 
kingdom.  And  I  am  furprized,  dofter 
Lc\vs,  you  would  offer  to  put  my  affairs 
in  compofition  with  the  refuge  and  fkim 
of  the  hearth.  I  have  toiled  and  moylcd 
to  a  good  purpuis,  for  the  advantage  of 


Matt's  family,  if  I  can't  fafe  as  much  owl 
as  will  make  me  an  upper  petticoat.  As 
for  the  butter-milk,  ne'er  r,  pip;  in  the  pa- 
rim  ftiall  thruit  his  fnout  in  it  with  my 
good-will.  There's  a  famous  phyfician 
at  the  Hot  Well,  that  prelciibes  it"  to  his 
patience,  when  the  cafe  is  confumptive^ 
and  the  Scots  and  Irifh  have  begxin  to 
drink  it  already,  in  fuch  <;inntities,  that 
there  is  not  a  drop  left  for  th-  hogs  ir,  the 
whole  neighbourhood  of  Brift  •'!.  I'll  have; 
our  butter-milk  barrelled  up,  and  fer.t 
twice  a  week  to  Aberginny,  where  it  may- 
be fold  for  a  halfpenny  the  quart ;  and  fo 
Roger  may  cany  his  pigs  to  another  mar- 
ket. I  hope,  Dofter,  you  will  not  go  to 
put  any  more  fuch  phims  in  my  brother's 
head,  to  the  pre:udice  of  mypockat;  but 
rather  giveme  fome  raifms  (which hither- 
to you  have  not  done)  to  fubfcribe  my- 
ielf  your  humble  ferVant, 

TAB.  BRAMBLE. 

BATH,  MAY  19. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

D*AR    PHILLIPS, 

WITHOUT  waiting  for  your 
anfwer  to  my  laft,  I  proceed  ti 
give  you  an  account  of  our  Tourney  to 
London,  which  has  not  been  wholly  bar- 
ren of  adventure.  Tuefday  laft  the  fquire 
took  his  place  in  a  hired  coach  anri  four, 
accompanied  by  his  fitter  and  mine,  and 
Mrs.  Tabby's  maid,  Winifrid  Jenkins, 
whofe  province  it  was  tolupport  Chowder 
on  a  cufnion  in  her  lap.  I  could  fcarce 
refrain  from  laughing,  when  I  looked  into 
the  vehicle,  and  faw  that  animal  fitting 
oppofite  to  my  uncle,  like  any  other  pal- 
fenger.  The  fquire,  afhamed  of  his  fi  fix- 
ation, blufhed  to  the  eyes;  and,  calling 
the  poftilions  to  drive  on,  pulled  the  glais 
up  i)i  my  face.  I,  and  his  fervant  John 
Thomas,  attended  them  on  horfeback. 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  occurred, 
till  we  arrived  on  the  edge  of  Marlborough 
Downs.  There  one  of  the  fore  horfes  fell, 
in  going  down  Kill  at  a  round  trot ;  and 
the  pottilion  behind,  endeavouring-  to  ftop 
the  carriage,  pulled  it  on  one  fide  into  a 
deep  rut,  where  it  was  fairly  overturned. 
I  had  rode  on  about  two  hundred  yards 
before ;  but,  hearing  a  loud  icream,  gal- 
loped back  and  dismounted,  to  give  what 
afliftanccwasinmypower.  When  I  look- 
ed into  the  coach,  I  could  lee  nothing 
diftinftly,  but  the  nether  end  of  Jenkins, 

who 
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kicking  her  heels  and  (quailing 
with  wreat  vociferation.  All  of  :i  fodden, 
tnv  uncle  thru  It  up  his  bare  pate,  and 
bolted  through  the  window  as  nimble  as 
A  grAfhonper,  having  made  ufe  of  poor 
Win's  polteriors  as  a  Itep  to  rife  in  his 
afcsnt.  The  man  (who  had  likewiie 
quitted  his  horfe)  dragged  this  forlorn 
damiel,  more  dead  than  alwe,  through  the 
fame  opening.  Then  Mr.  Bramble,  pul- 
ling; the  door  off  it's  hinges  with  a  jerk, 
laid  hold  on  Liddy's  arm,  and  brought  her 
to  the  light;  very  much  frighted,  but  little 
hurt.  It  fell  to  my  (hare  to  deliver  our 
aunt  Tabitha,  who  had  loft  her  cap  in  the 
ftruggle ;  and  br.-ing  rather  more  than  half 
frantic  kj  with  rage  and  terror,  was  no  bad 
reprefentation  of  one  of  the  lifter  Furies 
that  guard  the  gates  of  hell.  She  ex- 
preffed  no  fort  of  concern  for  her  brother, 
who  ran  about  in  the  cold,  without  his 
periwig,  and  worked  with  the  molt  afto- 
nifhing  agility,  in  helping  to  difentangle 
the  hories  from  the  carriage :  but  (lie 
cried,  in  a  tone  of  diltra6Hon — '  Chowder'. 
'  Chowder!  my  dear  Chowder !  my  poor 
'  Chowder  is  certainly  killed!' 

This  was  not  the  cafe.  Chowder,  after 
having  tore  my  uncle's  leg  in  the  confuiion 
of  the  fall,  had  retreated  under  the  leaf, 
and  from  thence  the  footman  drew  him 
by  the  neck;  for  which  good  office,  he  bit 
his  f\  nger  to  the  bone .     The  fellow,  who 
i-s  naturally  Curly,  was  fo  provoked  at  this 
allault,  that  he  diluted  his  ribs  with  a 
hearty  kick,   exclaiming — '  Damn  the 
'  nally  ion  of  a  bitch,  and  them  he  belongs 
'  to !'     A  benediftion,  which  was  by  no 
means  loft  upon  the  implacable  virago  his 
miitrefs.  Her  brother,  however,  prevailed 
tjpon  her  to  retire  into  a  peafant's  houfe, 
near  the  fcene  of  action,  where  his  head 
and  her's  were  covered,  and   poor  Jen- 
kins had  a  fit.   Our  next  care  was  to  ap- 
ply fome  (ticking  plailter  to  the  wound 
in  his  leg,  which  exhibited  the  imprciTton 
of  Chowder's  teeth ;  but  he  never  opened 
his  lips  againit  the  delinquent.  Mrs. Tab- 
by, alarmed  at  this  fcene — '  You  fay  no- 
thing, Matt,'  cried  (he;  '  but  I  know 
your  mind.     I  know  the  fpite  you  have 
to  that  poor  unfortunate  animal !  I  kn<  '-,v 
you  intend  to  take  his  life  away1/ — 
\ou  are  miftaken,  upon  my  honour!' 
•eplied  the  fqnire,  withafarcaitickfmilet 
I  fhouldbe  incapable  of  harbouring  any 
fu<:h  cruel  defign  againft  an  obieft  fo 
amiable  and  inoffenfive,  even  if  he  had 
not  the  happinefs  to  be  your  favourite.' 
John  Thomas  was  not  ib  delicate.  The 
fellow,  whether  really  alarmed  for  his  life, 


or  infrigated  by  the  defire  of  revenge,' 
came  in,  and  bluntly  demanded,  that  the' 
dog  mould  be  put- to  death  on  the  fuppo- 
lition,  that  if  ever  he  fliould  run  mad 
hereafter,  he,  who  had  been  bit  by  him, 
would  be  infected.  My  uncle  calmly  ar- 
gued upon  the  abfurdity  of  his  opinion, 
ing,  that  he  himi'elf  was  in  the  fame 
predicament,  and  would  certainly  take  the 
precaution  he  propolkl,  if  he  was  not  fure 
he  ran  no  nlque  of  infection.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  Thomas  continued  obltinate;  and, 
at  length  declared,  t''iat  if  the  dog  was  not 
/hot  immediately,  he  himfelf  would  be  his 
executioner.  This  declaration  opened  the 
flood-gates  of  Tabby's  eloquence,  which 
would  have  (hamed  the  firlt-rate  oratrefs 
of  Billingfgate.  The  footman  retorted  in 
the  fame  (tyle;  and  the  (quire  difmiifed 
him  from  his  fervice,  after  having  pre- 
vented me  from  giving  him  a  good  hoiTe- 
wlnpping  for  his  infoience. 

The  coach  being  adiuited,  another  dif- 
ficulty occurred.  Mrs.  Tabitha  abfclutely 
refilled  to  enter  it  again  unlels  another 
driver  could  be  found  to  take  the  place  of 
the po (til ion  ;  who,  (he  affirmed,  had  over- 
turned the  carriage  from  malice  afore- 
thought. After  much  difmite,  the  man 
reiigued  his  place  to  a  (habby  country  fel- 
low, who  undertook  to  go  as  far  as  Marl- 
borough,  where  they  could  be  better  pro- 
vided ;  and  at  that  place  we  arrived  about 
one  o'clock,  without  farther  impediment. 
Mrs.  Bramble, however,  foundnew  mat- 
ter of  offence;  which,  indeed,  (he  had  a 
particular  genius  for  extracting  at  will 
from  almoft  every  incident  in  life.  We 
had  fcarce  entered  the  room  at  Marlbo- 
rough,  where  we  ftaid  to  dine,  when  (he 
exhibited  a  fomir.l  complaint  againit  the 
poor  fellow  who  had  fuperfeded  the  pofti- 
liou.  She  faid,  he  was  fuch  a  beggarly 
rafcal,  that  he  had  ne'er  a  (hirt  fo  his 
back ;  and  had  the  impudence  to  (hock 
her  iight  by  ilicwmg  his  bare  pofteriors, 
for  which  act  cf  indelicacy  he  deferved  to 
be  fet  in  the  itocks.  Mrs.  Winifred  Jen- 
kins confirmed  therffjrtion,  with  refpeft 
to  his  nakfedn'efs,  oblerving,  at  the  lame 
time,  that  he  had  a  (kin  as  fair  as  ala- 
batter. 

'  This  is. a  heinous  offence  ind^rd,' 
cried  my  uncle; '  let  us  hear  what  trv  ?el- 
'  low  has  to  fay  in  his  own  vindit . 
Hcv  's accordingly  frn:mc  r,t(i,  a.iv'  made 
his  appearance,  wl.ich  was  equally  queer 
and  pathetick.  He  (Vfiv.ui  to  he  ?b«ut 
twenty  years  of. age,  of  "  midiilirif  lize, 
with  bandy  kgs,  irropi.'ig  (houUtc.s,  high 
forehead,  ianuy  locks',  pinking  eyes,  fiat 
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jpofe,  and  long  chin :  but  his  complexion 
was  of  a  fickiy  yellow  ;  his  looks  denoted 
famine  ;  and  the  rags  that  he  wore  could 
hardly  conceal  what  decency  requires  to 
be  covered.  My.  uncle,  having  iv.rveyed 
him  attentively,  liiid,  with  an  ironical  ex - 
preffion  in  his  countenance—'  An't  you 
afhamed,  fellow,  to  ride  poftilion  with- 
out a  fhirt  to  cover  your  backfide  from 
the  view  of  the  ladies  in  the  coach  ?'— 
Yes,  I  am,  an  pleafe  your  noble  honour,' 
anfwered  the  man  ;  '  but  neceflity  has  no 
law,  as  the  faying  is.     And  more  than 
that,  it  was  an  accident.    My  breeches 
cracked  behind,  after  I  had  got  into  the 
faddle/ — '  You're  an  impudent  varlet,' 
riecl  Mrs.  Tabby,  *  for  prefuming  to 
ride  before  peribns  of  fafhion  without 
a  fhirt!"— *  I  am  fo,  an  pleafe  your 
worthy  ladyfhip,1  laid  he;  '  but  I'm  a 
poor  Wiltfhire  lad.     I  ha'n't  a  fhirt  in 
the  world,  that  I  can  call  my  own,  nor 
a  rag  of  cloaths,-an  pleafe  your  lady- 
fhip, hut  what  you  fee.  I  have  no  friend 
nor  relation  upon  earth  to  help  me  out. 
I  have  had  the  fever  and  ague  thcfe  fix 
months,  and  fpentall  I  had  in  the  world 
upon  doctors,  and  to  keep  foul  and  body 
together;  and,  laving  your  ladyfhip's 
good  prefence,  I  ha'n't  broke  bread 
thefe  four  and  twenty  hours.' 
Mrs.  Bramble,  turning  from  him,  laid, 
ihe  had  never  fe.en  fuch  a  filthy  tatterde- 
malion, and  bid  him  be  gone;  obferving, 
that  he  would  fill  the  room  full  of  vermin. 
Her  brother  darted  afignificantglanceat 
her,  as  fhe  retired  with  Liddy  into  another 
apartment ;  and  then  sfked  the  man  if  he 
was  known  to  any  perfon  in  Marlbo- 
rough.  When  he  anfwered,  that  the  land- 
lord of  the  inn  had  known  him  from  his 
infancy,  mine  hoft  was  immediately  call  - 
ed,  and  being  interrogated  on  the  fubjeft, 
declared  that  the  young  fellow's  name 
was  Humphry  Clinker.  That  he  had  been 
a  Jove-begotten  babe,  brought  up  in  the 
workhoufe,  and  put  out  apprentice  by  the 
parifh  to  a  country  blackfmith,  who  died 
before  the  boy's  time  was  out:   that  he 
had  for  feme  time  worked  under  his  oftler, 
as  a  helper  and  extra  poftilion,  till  he  was 
taken  ill  of  the  ague,  which  difabled  him 
from  getting  his  bread ;  that  having  fold 
or  pawned  every  thing  he  had  in  the  world 
for  his  cure  aud  fubfiftence,  he  became  Ib 
miserable  and  fhabhy,  that  he  difgraced 
the  ftable,  and  was  dilmiflcd ;  hut  that  he 
never  heard  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  character  in  other  refpecls.    '  So  that 
*  the  fallow  being  fick  and  dcftitute,'  laid 


my  uncle,  «  you  turned  him  out  to  die  in 

'  the  ftreets.'— '  I  pay  the  poors'  rate,' 

replied  the  other; '  and  I  have  no  right  to 

maintain  idle  vagrants,  either  in  iick- 

nefs  or  health ;  befides,  fuch  a  miferabls 

obje£l  would  have  "brought  a  discredit 

upon  my  houfe.' 

'  You  perceive,'  faid  the  fquire,  tuni- 
ng to  me,  '  our  landlord  is  a  Chnitian  of 
bowels.   Who  fhall  prelume  to  cenfure 
the  morals  of  the  age,  when  the  very 
publicans  exhibit  fuch  examples  of  hu- 
manity ? — Hark  ye,  Clinker,  you  are 
a  molt  notorious  offender.    You  ftand 
convicted  of  licknefs,hunger,wretched- 
nefs,  and  want.  But,  as  it  does  not  be- 
long to  me  to  punifh  criminals,  I  will 
only  take  upon  me  the  talk  of  giving 
you  a  word  of  advice.    Get  a  Ihirt  with 
all  convenient  dilpatch,  that  your  nak- 
ednefs  may  not  henceforward  give  of- 
fence to  travelling  gentlewomen,  efpe- 
cially  maidens  in  years.' 
So  laying,  he  put  a  guinea  into  the 
hand  of  the  poor  fellow,  who  liood  ftaring 
at  him  in  hlence,  with  his  mouth  wide 
open,  till  the  landlord  puihed  him  out  of 
the  room. 

lu  the  afternoon,  as  our  aunt  Hepped 
into  the  coach,  me  obferved,  with  fome 
marks  of"  i'ausfa£tion>  that  the  poftilion, 
who  rode  next  to  her,  was  net  a  lhabby 
wretch  like  theiagnmuffin  who  had  drove 
them  into  Marlborough.  Indeed,  the  dif- 
ference was  very  confpicuous ;  this  was 
a  fmartfellow  with  a  narrow  brimmed  hat, 
with  gold  cording,  a  cut  bob,  a  decent 
blue  jacket,  leather  breeches,  and  a  clean 
linen  fhirt,  puffed  above  the  waift-band, 
When  we  arrived  at  the  caftle  on  Spin- 
hill,  where  we  hv,  this  new  poftilion  was 
remarkably  affidtious  in  bringing  in  the 
loofe  parcels ;  and,  at  length,  diiplayed 
the  individual  countenance  of  Humphry 
Clinker,  who  had  metamorphofed  lumfelf 
in  this  manner,  by  relieving  from  pawn 
part  of  his  own  cloaths,  with  the  money 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Bramble. 

Howfoever  plealed  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany were  with  fuch  a  favourable  change 
in  the  appearance  of  this  poor  creature,  it 
foured  on  the  ftomach  of  Mrs.  Tabby, 
who  had  not  yet  digefted  the  affront  of  his 
naked  Ikin.  She  tofled  her  nofe  in  dif- 
dain,  faying,  fhe  fuppofed  her  brother  had 
taken  him  into  favour,  becaufe  he  had 
infulted  her  with  his^obfcenity ;  that  a  fool 
and  his  money  were  foon  parted  ;  but  that 
if  Matt  intended  to  take  ihe  fellow  with 
him  to  London,  fhe  would  not  go  a  foot 

farther 
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further  tl-.at  way .  My  uncle  {'aid  nothing 
with  his  tongue,  though  his  looks  were 
fufficiently  exprcflive ;  and  next  morning 
Clinker  did  not  appear,  ib  that  we  pro- 
ceeded withoutfarther  altercation  to  Salt- 
Hill,  where  we  propofed  to  dine.  There 
the  firli  peribn  that  came  to  the  fide  of  the 
coach,  and  began  to  ad;uit  the  t "cot-board, 
was  no  other  than  Humphry  Clinker. 
When  I  handed  out  Mrs.  Bramble,  me 
eyed  him  with  a  furious  look,  and  paffed 
into  the  houfe.  My  \incle  was  embar- 
rafi'cd,  and  aiked  him  peevi/hly,  what  had 
brought  him  hither.  The  fellow  laid,  his 
honour  had  been  Ib  good  to  him,  that  he 
had  not  the  heart  to  part  with  him  ;  that 
he  would  follow  him  to  the  world's  end, 
and  ferve  him  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
without  fee  or  reward. 

Mr.  Bramble  did  not  know  whether  to 
chide  or  laugh  at  this  declaration.     He 
forefaw  much  contradiction  on  the  fide  of 
Tabby ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  could 
not  but  be  pleafed  with  the  gratitude  of 
Clinker,  as  well  as  with  the  fimplicity  of 
his  character.     '  Suppofe  I  was  inclined 
to  take  you  into  my  fcrvice,1  laid  he, 
what  are  your  qualifications  ?  What  are 
you   good   for?' — '  An   pleafe   your 
honour,'1  anfwered  this  original,  '  I  can 
read  and  write,  and  do  the  bufmels  of 
the  ftable  indifferent  well.    I  can  drefs 
a  horfe  and  fhoe  him,  and  bleed  and 
rowel  him ;  and,  as  for  the  practice  of 
fow-gelding,  I  won't  turn  my  back  on 
e'er  a  he  in  the  county  of  Wilts.  Then 
I  can  make  hog's-puddings  and  hob- 
nails, mend  kettles,  and  tinfauce-pans.' 
Here  uncle  burft  out  a  laughing ;  and  en- 
quired what  other   accomplimments  he 
was  mailer  of.    '  I  know  fomething  of 
'  fingle-ftick  and  pfahnody,'  proceeded 
Clinker;  '  I  can  play  upon  the  Jew's- 
harp,  fing  Black-eyed  Snfan,  Arthur 
O'Bradley,  and  divers  other  longs  ;  I 
can  dance  a  Welfh  jig,  and  Nancy 
Dawfon ;  wreftle  a.  fall  with  any  lad  of 
my  inches,  when  I'm  in  heart;  and, 
under  correction,  I  can  find  a  hare,  when 
your  honour  wants  a  bit  of  game.'— • 
Foregad !  thou  art  a  compleat  fellow,1 
cried  my  uncle,  ftill  laughing ;  *  I  have 
a  good  mind  to  take  thee  into  my  fa- 
mily. Pr'ythee  go  and  try  if  thou  can'ft 
make  peace  with  my  fitter.    Thou  haft 
given  her  much  offence  by  mewing  her 
thy  naked  tail.' 

Clinker  accordingly  followed  ws  into 
the  room,  cap  in  hand ;  where,  addreffing 
Jiimfelf  to  Mrs ,  Tabitha— .'  May  it  pleafe 


your  ladymip's  worfhip,'  cried  he,  *  to 
pardon  and  forgive  my  offences,  and, 
with  God's  afihfance,  I  (hall  take  care, 
that  my  tail  lhall  never  rife  up  in  judg- 
ment againft  me  to  offend  your  lady/hip 
again.  Do, pray, good,  fwcet,  beautiful 
lady,  take  compafiion  on  a  j;o»i  (inner. 
God  blel's  your  noble  countenance;  I 
am  fore  you  are  toohandlbme  and  ge- 
nerous to  bear  malice.  I  wilj  ferve  you 
on  my  bended  knees,  by  night  and  by 
day,  by  land  and  by  water ;  and  all  for 
the  love  and  pleafure  of  ferving  luch  an 
excellent  lady.' 

This  compliment  and  humiliation  had 
fome  effect  upon  Tabby;  but  me  made 
no  reply ;  ?nd  Clinker,  taking  filerice  for 
confent,  gave  his  attendance  at  dinner. 
The  fellow's  natural  aukwardnet's,  and 
the  flutter  of  his  fpirits,  were  prod-active 
of  repeated  blunders  in  the  courle  of  his 
attendance.  At  length,  he  (pilled  part  of 
a  cuftard  upon  her  right-ihoulder;  and, 
flatting  back,  trod  upon  Chowder,  who 
let  up  a  diimal  howl.  Poor  Humphry  was 
Ib  dilcoucerted  at  this  double  miliakc,  that 
he  dropped  the  china  dirti,  which  broke 
into  a  thouland  pieces ;  then  falling  down 
upon  his  knees,  remained  in  that  pofture 
gaping,  with  a  moft  ludicrous  afptct  of 
diilreis.  Mrs.  Bramble  flew  to  the  dog, 
and,  fnatching  him  in  her  arms,  prefented 
him  to  her  brother,  faying — '  This  is  all 
'  a  conceited  fcheme  againft  this  unfor- 
*  tunate  animal,  whofe  only  crime  is  it's 
'  regard  for  me.  Here  it  is :  kill  it  at 
'  once;  and  then  you'll  be  fatisiied/ 

Clinker  hearing  thefe  words,  and  tak- 
ing them  in  the  literal  acceptation,  got  v.p 
in  Ibme  hurry,  and,  feizing  a  knife  from 
the  fide -board,   cried — '  Not  here,  an 
'  pleafe  your  ladyftiip.     It  will  daub  the 
'  room.     Give  him  to  me,  and  I'll  carry 
'  him  in  the  ditch  by  the  road-fide.'    To 
this  propofal  he  received  no  other  anftver, 
than  a  hearty  box  on  the  ear,  that  made 
him  dagger  to  the  other  fide  of  the  room. 
What !'  faid  Hie  to  her  brother, '  am  I 
to  be  affronted  by  every  mangy  hound' 
that  you  pick  up  in  the  high-way  ?  i 
infift  upon  your  lending  this  rsfcallion. 
about  hisbufmefs  immediately/ — '  For 
God's  fake,  fifter,  compofe  yov 
aid  my  uncle,   '  and  coniider,  that  the 
poor  fellow  is  innocent  of  any  intention 
to  give  you  offence.' — '  Innocent  as  the 
babe  unborn  P  cried  Humphry.  '  I  fee 
it  plainly,'  exclaimed  this  implacable 
maiden,  '  he  acts  by  your  direction; 
'  and  you  are  refolved  to  fuuporthim  :n 
G  z  «  his 
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*  his  impudence.     This  is  a  bad  return 

*  for  all  the  fervices  I  have  done  you ;  for 
'  nurfing  you  in  your  lickneis,  manag- 

. '.ing  your   family,    and    keeping  you 
f  from  ruining  yourfelf  by  your  own  im- 

*  prudence.     But  now   you  mall  part 

*  with  that  rafcal.  or  me,  upon  the  loot, 

*  without  farther  lofs  of  time;  and  the 

*  world  iliall  fee  whether  you  have  more 
'  regard  for  your  own  flefh  and  blood,  or 
'  for  a  beggarly  foundling  taken  from 
'  the  dunghill/  • 

Mr.  Bramble's  eyes  began  to  gliften, 
and  his  teeth  to  chatter.  '  If  ftated  fairly/ 
laid  he,  railing  his  voice,  '  the  queftion 
'  is,  whether  I  have  fpii  it  to  lhake  off  an 
'  intolerable  yoke',  by  one  elicit  of  refo- 
'  lution,  or  meanneis  enough  to  do  an  act 
'  of  cruelty  and  injultice,  to  gratify  the 
'  rancour  of  a.capric'ious  woman,  i  lark 

*  ye,  Mrs.  Bramble,  I  will  now  propoie 

*  *  an   alternative    in   my   turn.     Either 
'  difcard  your  four-footed  favourite,  or 

*  give  me  leave  to  bid,  you  eternally  adieu. 

*  For  I  am  determined  that  lie  and  I  ihali 
'  li  ve  no  longer  under  the  Aa  ue  i  oof;  and 
'  now  to  dinner  v.-itb  ivhnt  appetite  you 
'  /,.<;v/    Thunderltruck  at- this  declara- 
tion, ihe  fat  down  in  a   corner;    and, 
after  a  paufe  of  ibme  minutes — '  Sure  I 

*  don't  underftand  you,  Matt1/  faid  (he. 

*  And  yet  I  fpoke  in  plain  Engliih — ' 
anfwered  the  fquire,  with  a  peremptory 
look.  '  Sir,' relumed  this  virago, effectu- 
ally humbled,  '  it  is  your  prerogative  to 
'  command,  and  my  duty  to  obey.     I 
'  can't  difpofe  of  tlie  dog  in  this  place; 

*  but  if  you'll  allow  him  to  go  in  the 
'  coach  to  London,  I  give  you  my  word, 

*  he  rtiall  never  trouble  YOU  r'.gsin/ 
Her  brother,  entirely  difanned  by  this 

mild  reply,  declared,  Ihe  couid  atk  him 
nothing  in  reufon  that  he  v/ould  refufe; 
adding — '  I  hope,  filler,  you  have  never 
'  found  me  deficient  in  natural  affection  / 
Mrs.  Tabi.tha  immediately  role,  and, 
throwing  her  arms  about  his  neck,  killed 
him  on  the  cheek:  he  returned  her  em- 
•  braces  with  great  emotion.  Liddy  fobbed, 
Win  Jenkins  cackled,  Chowder  capered, 
and  Clinker  fkipped  about,  rubbing  his 
hands  for  joy  of  this  reconciliation. 

Concord  being  thus  reilored,we  finilh- 
ed  our  meal  with  comfort;  and  in  the 
evening  arrived  at  London,  without  hav- 
ing met  with  any  oilier  adventure.  My 
aunt  leems  to  be  much  mended  by  the 
hint  ihc  received  from  her  brother.  She 
has  been graciou fly  ple.tlu!  ro  ixiuove  her 
difpleafurc  fmm  Clinker,  who  is  now  re- 


tained  as  a  footman,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
will  make  his  appearance  in  a  new  i'uit  cf, 
lively  ;  but,  as  he  is  little  acquainted  with 
London,  we  have  taken  an  occaliona-1 
valet,  whom  I  intend  hereafter  to  hire  as 
my  own  llj-vant.  We  lodge  in  Goldea 
Square,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Mrs.  Norton, 
a  decent  foit  of  a  woman,  who  takes 
great  pains  to  make  us  all  eal'y.  My  un- 
cle propofes  to  make  a  circuit  of  ail  the 
remarkable  Icenes  »f  this  metropolis  f^r 
the  entertainment  of  his  pupils;  but,  a* 
both  you  and  I  are  already  acquainted 
with  inoil  of  tliofc  !u-  \\i'.\  viiit,  and  with 
fome  others  he  liule  dieam.-s  of,  I  liiall 
only  communicate  what  will  be  in  ibme 
mealure  new  to  your  obil-rvation.  K.C- 
memberme  to  our  Jefnitical  friends, and 
believe  me  ever,  deai-  knight,  yours  af- 
fectionately, 

J.  MELFORI>. 
LONDON,  MAY  24.  . 


TO    DR..    LEWIS. 
DF.  AR    DOCTOR, 

LONDON  js  literally  new 
new  in  .it's1  itrccts,  houfes,  and  even 
in  it's  iituation;  HS  the  Iriihuian  ikid— 
4  London  is  now  gone  out  of  town/ 
What  I  left  open  helds,  producing  hay 
and  corn,  I  now  find  covered  with  itreeti, 
and  fquares,  and  palaces,  and  churches. 
I  am  credibly  informed,  that,  in  thefpac-4 
of  fe  en  years,  eleven  thouiand  new 
houfes  have  been  built  in  one  quarter  of 
Wclhniniler,  excuuive  of  what  is  daily 
added  to  other  parts  of  this  unwieldy 
metropolis.  riialicoandKrughtlbriclge 
are  now  almoit  loined  to  Cnelfea  and 
Kenlington  ;  r.nd  if  this  infatuation  con- 
tiiuies  for  half  a  century,  I  fuppofe  th« 
whole  county  of  Mkldleiex  •will  be  co- 
vered with  brick. 

It  muli:  be  allowed,  indted,  for  the 
Credit  of  die  preknt  ngc,  that  Loiuion 
and  Weitminllu  are  much  better  paved 
and  lighted  than  they  were  formerly. 
The  new  Itreets  are  i'pacious,  regular, 
and  airy;  and  the  houfes  generally  con- 
venient. ';  at  Hlackfria. 
nubljmo'.i!  •  '••.:  andpublicklpi- 
rit.  I  wonder  l;ow  they  (tumbled  upon 
a  work  of  fuch  magnificence  and  utility. 
But,notwithftandingthefeimprovementsj 
the  capital  is  now  becrnnc  an  overgrown 
monltur;  which,  IIKI.  i  droplica]  head, 
will  in  time  leave  the  body  and  extremi- 
ties wiihout  uouriihxncnt  and  fupport. 

The 
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The  abiV.rdity  will  appear  in  it's  full 
force,  when  we  confuler,  that  one  fixth 
pare  of  the  natives  of  this  whole  exteniive 
kingdom  is  crouded  within  the  hills  ot 
nurta  ity.  What  wonder  that  OUT  vil- 
l.ij,es  are  depopulated,  and  our  farms  it) 
warn  of  day -labourers  ?  The  abolition  of 
{"mull  farms  is  but  one  cauie  of  the  de- 
crsai'c  of  population.  Indeed,  the  incre- 
dible increaie  of  hones  and  black,  cattle, 
to  anlwsr  thepurpoies  of  luxury,  requires 
a  prodigious  quantity  of  hay  and  grais, 
which  UK:  railed  and  roaaagod  without 
much  labour;  but- a  number  of  hands 
will  always  be  wanted  for  the  different 
branches  of  Agriculture,  whether  the 
fanm  be  large  or  Imall.  The  tide  of 
luxury  has  1'wept  all  the  inhabitants  from 
the  open  country.  The  pooreft  fquire, 
as  well  as  the  richeft  peer,  mutt  have-  his 
houle  in  town,  and  make  a  figure  with  an 
extraordinary  number  ot  domelticks. 
Thepkmgh-boys,  cow-herds,  and  lower 
hinds,  are  debauched  and  {educed  by  the 
appearance  and  difcoude  of  thofe  cox- 
combs in  livery,  when  they  make  their 
lummer  excuriions.  They  deiert  their 
dirt  anddntci^fry,  anduvarmup  toLon- 
don,  in  hopes  of  getting  into  fervice, 
where  they  can  live  luxuriouily,  and  wear 
fine  cloaths,  without  being  obliged  to 
work ;  for  idknefs  is  natural  to  man. 
Great  numbers  of  theie  being  diiap- 
poimed  in  their  expectntion,  become 
thieves  and  (harpers ;  and  London  being 
an  immenfc  wildernefs,  in  which  there 
is  neither  watch  nor  ward  of  any  iignifi- 
cation,  nor  any  order  or  police,  affords 
them  lurking-places  as  well  n<  prey. 

There  arc  many  canies  that  contribute 
to  the  daily  increaie  of  t'uis  enormous 
mai's ;  but  they  may  be  all  relblvecl  into 
the  grand  fource  of  luxury  and  corrup- 
tion. About  rive  and  twenty  years  ago, 
very  few,  even  of  the  UK/IE  opulent  citi- 
zens, ot  London,  i:tpt  anv  equipage,  or 
even  any  fervants  in  liver'.  Their  ta- 
bles produced  nothing  but  plain  bulled 
and  roai'ted,  with  a  bottie  of  port,  and  a 
•  \  of  beer.  Atpreknt,  every  trader 
in  any  degree  of  credit,  every  broker  and 
attorney,  maintains  a  couple  of  footmen, 
a  coachman,  and  poftilion.  He  has  nis 
town-houie  amf  his  country-houle,  his 
coach  and  his  poil-charie.  His  wife  and 
dauijhters  appear  in  the  richeft  {tuffs, 
befpangled  with  diamonds.  They  fre- 
qiuoit  the  court,  the  opera,  the  theatre, 
Jgicl  the  maiquerade.  They  hold  a.Tem- 
blies  at  their  own  houlcs;  they  make 


ftimptuous  entertainments,  and  treat  with 
the  richaii  wines  ot  Bourdeaux,  Burgun- 
dy, and  Champagne.  The  i'ubitantial 
trad^-fman,who  waswont  to  pa^his  even- 
ings at  the  alehouft  for  four-pence  half- 
penny, now  1'pends  three  millings  at  die 
tavnr,,  while  his  wife  keeps  card-table* 
at  home ;  Jhe  mail  likewile  have  line 
cloaths,  her  chaifc  or  pad,  with  country 
lodgings,  :ind  go  three  tmiei  a  week  tu 
publickdiverlions.  Every  clerk,  appren- 
tice, and  even  waiter  of  tavern  orc.jrfee- 
houle,  maintains  a  gelding  by  himiclf, 
or  in  partnerihip,  and  ailumes  the  air 
and  appaiel  of  a  petit  vnaitre.  The 
gayeit  places  ot  publick  entertainment 
are  rilled  with  f  aJhiouable  figures,  which, 
upcjn  enquiry,  ^'iil  be  iound  to  be  iour- 
neymen-taylors,  lerving-men,  and  Abi- 
gails, difguifed  like  their  betters. 

In  ihor;,  there  is  no  uiitinetionor  fub- 
ordinatiou  left.  The  different  depart- 
ments of  life  are  jumbled  together.  The 
hod-carrier,  the  low  mechanick.,  the  tap- 
ller,  the  publican,  the  Shopkeeper,  the 
pettifogger,  the  citizen,  and  courtier,  all 
tread  upon  tke  kibes  of  one  another:  ac- 
tuated by  the  demons  of  profligacy  and 
Kcenriouihefs.  they  are  iten every  where, 
rambling,  riding,  rolling,  ruining,  joir- 
Img,  mixing,  bouncing,  cracking,  anil 
cradling,  in  one  vile  ferment  of  llupidltv 
and  corruption .  All  is  t innuk  and  hurry  \ 
one  would  imagine  they  were  impelled 
by  fome  diibrder  of  the  brain  that  will 
not  furfer  them  to  be  ac  reft..  The  i'uc  - 
pailengers  run  along  as  it  they  were  pur- 
iueu  by  bailiffs.  The  porters  and  chaii'- 
men  trot  witli  their  burdeiis.  People  \vh<> 
keep  their  own  equipages,  drive  though 
the  ftreets  at  full-  fpeed.  Even  c:. . 
phyiicians,  and  apowiecai'ies,sjlide  in  their 
chariots  like  lightning.  The  luickntv- 
coachmen  make  their  horils  (moke,  and 
the  paA'ement  fhakes  under  them ;  and  I 
have  actually  feen  a  waggon  j 
Piccadilly  at  the  hand-gallop.  In  a  word, 
the  whole  nation  items  u>  be  running 
out  of  their  wits. 

The  diverfions  of  the  time.-:  are  not  iil 
fuited  to  the  ^enius  of  this  incongruous 
monfter  called  ike  publish.  Give  itnoife, 
confufwn,  glare,  and  glitter;  it  has  no 
idea  ot  elegance  and  propriety.  What  are 
the  amufements  at  Raiieiag'.. ?  O;. 
of  the  company  are  followine:- one 
thcr's  tailb  in  an  eternal  circle ;  like  To 
many  blind  alles  in  an  olive-mill,  where 
they  can  ntr.her  difcourie,  difting-uilh, 
nor  be  diitir.guiJhsd  \  while  the 

hatf 
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half  are  drinking  hot  water,  under  the 
denomination  of  tea,  till  nine  or  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  to  keep  them  awake  for 
the  reft  of  the  evening.  As  for  the  or- 
chefrra,  the  vocal  mulick  especially,  it  is 
well  for  the  performers  that  they  cannot 
be  heard  diftinftly.  Vauxhall  is  a  com- 
pofition  of  baubles,  overcharged  with  pal- 
try ornaments,  ill  conceived,  and  poorly 
executed,  without  any  unity  of  defign, 
or  propriety  of  difpofition.  It  is  an  un- 
natural auemblage  of  objects,  fantafti- 
eaHy  illuminated  in  broken  manes,  icein- 
ingly  contrived  to  dazzle  the  eyes  and 
divert  the  imagination  of  the  vulgar. 
Here  a  wooden  lion,  there  a  ftone  ftatue ; 
in  one  place  a  range  of  things  like  cof- 
fee-houie  boxes,  covered  at  top  ;  in  ano- 
ther, a  parcel  of  alehoufe  benches ;  in  a 
third,  a  puppet- fhew  reprefentation  of  a 
tin  calcade ;  in  a  fourth,  a  gloomy  cave 
of  a  circular  form,  like  a  fepulchral  vault 
half  lighted ;  in  a  fifth,  a  fcanty  flip  of 
grafs-plat,  that  would  not  affordpafture 
Sufficient  for  an  a*Vs  colt.  The  walks, 
which  nature  ieems  to  have  intended  for 
Iblitude,  made,  and  filence,  are  filled 
with  crowds  of  noify  people,  fucking  up 
the  nocturnal  rheums  of  an  agueifh  cli- 
mate ;  and  through  thefe  gay  fcents  a 
few  lamps  glimmer  like  fo  many  farthing 
candles. 

When  I  fee  a  number  of  well-drefled 
people,  of  both  fexes,  fitting  on  the  co- 
vered benches,  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  the 
mob,  and,  which  is  worfe,  to  the  cold, 
raw,  night-air, devouring fliced beef,  ami 
fwilling  port,  and  punch,  and  cyder,  I 
cannot  help  compamonating  their  teme- 
rity, while  I  defpife  their  want  of  tafte 
and  decorum :  but  when  they  courfe  along 
thofe  damp  and  gloomy  walks,  or  croud 
together  upon  the  wet  gravel,  without 
any  other  cover  than  the  cope  of  Heaven, 
lifteningto  a  long  which  one  half  of  them 
cannot  poflibly  hear,  how  can  I  help  fup- 
pofmg  they  are  actually  pofleiTed  by  a 
fpirit  more  abfurd  and  pernicious  than 
any  thing  we  meet  with  in  the  precincts 
of  Bedlam  ?  In  all  probability,  the  pro- 
prietors of  this,  and  other  publick  ear- 
dens  of  inferior  note,  in  the  fkirts  of  the 
metropolis,  are,  in  fome  fhapc,  connect- 
cd  with  the  faculty  of  phyfick,  and  the 
company  of  undertakers ;  for,  confider- 
ing  that  eagerneis  in  the  purfuit  of  what 
is  called  plealure,  which  now  predomi- 
nates through  every  rank  and  denomina- 
tion of  life,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  more 
gouts,  rheumatisms,  catarrhs,  and  coi> 


fumptions,  ire  c.v.'ght  in  thefe  nocturnal 
pafc-ies,  fub  dio,  than  from  all  the 
rilques  and  accid-pts  to  which  a  life  of 
toil  and  danger  is  expofed. 

Theib,  and  other  obiervations,  which 
I  have  made  in  this  cxcurfion,  willmorten 
my  itav  at  London,  and  fend  me  back 
with  a  double  relifh  to  my  folitude  and 
mountains ;  but  I  mall  return  by  a  diffe- 
rent rout  than  that  which  brought  me  to 
town .  I  have  feen  fome  old  friend  s ,  who 
conftantly  refided  in  this  virtuous  me- 
tropolis ;  but  they  are  fo  changed  in  man- 
ners and  difpofitum,  that  we  hardly  know 
or  care  for  one  another.  In  our  journey 
from  Bath,  my  fifter  Tabby  provoked  me 
into  atranipoit  of paflion  5  during  which, 
like  a  man  who  has  drank  himfelf  pot- 
valiant,  I  talked  to  her  in  fuch  a  ftyle  of 
authority  and  refolution,  as  produced  a 
moft  bleflbd  effect.  She  and  her  dog 
have  been  remarkably  quiet  and  orderly 
ever  fince  this  expoftulation.  How  long 
this  agreeable  calm  will  laft,  Heaven 
above  knows.  I  natter  mylelf,  the  exer- 
cife  of  travelling  has  been  of  Service  to 
my  health;  a  circumftance  which  en- 
courages me  to  proceed  in  my  projected 
expedition  to  the  North.  But  I  muft, 
in  the  mean  time,  for  the  benefit  and 
ainufement  of  my  pupils,  explore  the 
depths  of  this  chaos;  this  miihapcn  and 
monllrous  capital,  without  head  or  tail, 
members  or  proportion . 

Thomas  was  fo  inlolent  to  my  fifter  on 
the  road,  that  I  was  obliged  to  turn  him 
off  abruptly,  betwixt  Chippenham  and 
Marlborough,  where  our  coach  was  over- 
turned. The  fellow  was  always  fullen 
and  leififh ;  but,  if  he  mould  return  to 
the  country,  you  may  give  him  a  cha- 
racter for  honcfty  and  fobriety ;  and  pro- 
vided he  behaves  with  proper  refpect  to 
the  family,  let  him  have  a  couple  of  gui- 
neas in  the  name  of  yours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
LONDON,  MAY  £9, 


TO  MISS  L./ETITIA  WILLIS, AT  GLOU- 
CESTER. 

MY    DIAS    LETTY. 

INEXPRESSIBLE  was  the  pleafuic 
I  received  from  yours  the  2  5th,  which 
was  laft  night  putinto  my  hands  by  Mrs. 
Brentwood,  the  milliner,  from  Gloucef- 
ter.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  my  worthy 
governefs  is  in  good  health,  and  ft  ill 

more. 


H-UMPHRY    CLINKER. 


53 


more,  that  (he  no  longer  .retains  anydif- 
pleafure  towards  her  poor  Liddy.  I  am 
forry  you  have  loft  the  fociety  of  the  agree- 
able Mife  Vaughan  ;  but  I  hope  you  will 
»ot  have  caufe  much  longer  to  regret  the 
departure  of  your  ichool-companions,  as 
I  make  no  doubt  but  your  parents  will, 
in  a  little  time,  bring  you  into  the  world, 
where  you  are  f'o  well  qualified  to  make 
a  diftinguifhed  figure.  When  that  is  the 
cafe,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  and  I  mail  meet 
again,  and  be  happy  together ;  and  even 
improve  the  friendship  which  we  con- 
tracted in  our  tender  years.  This  atleaft 
I  can  promife;  it  mail  not  be  for  the 
want  of  my  utmoft  endeavours,  if  our 
intimacy  does  not  continue  for  life. 

About  five  days  ago  we  arrived  in  Lon- 
don, after  an  eafy  journey  from  Bath  ; 
during  which,  however,  we  were  over- 
turned, and  met  with  fome  other  little 
incidents  which  had  like  to  have  occa- 
fioned  a  mifunderftanding  betwixt  my 
uncle  and  aunt ;  but  now,  thank  God, 
they  are  happily  reconciled.  We  live  in 
harmony  together,  and  every  day  make 
parties  to  lee  the  wonders  of  this  vaft 
metropolis,  which,  however,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  defcribe  ;  for  I  have  not,  as 
yet,  feen  one  hundredth  part  of  it's  cu- 
rioiities,  and  I  am  quite  in  a  maze  of  ad- 
miration. 

The  cities  of  London  and  Weftmimler 
are  fpread  out  to  an  incredible  extent. 
The  ftreets,  fquares,  rows,  lanes,  and 
alleys,  are  innumerable.  Palaces,  pub- 
lick  buildings,  and  churches,  rife  in  every 
quarter ;  and,  among  thefe  laft,  St.  Paul's 
appears  with  the  molt  aitoni/hing  pre- 
eminence. They  fay  it  is  not  fo  large  as 
St.  Peter's  at  Rome;  but,  for  my  own 
part,  I  can  have  no  idea  of  any  earthly- 
temple  more  grand  and  magnificent. 

But  even  thefe  fuperb  objecls  are  not 
fo  linking  as  the  crowds  of  people  that 
iwarm  in  the  ftreets.  J  at  ririt  imagined, 
that  fome  great  affembly  was  iuft  diimiir- 
ed,  and  wanted  to  ftand  aiide  till  the 
multitude  mould  pafs;  but  this  human 
tide  continues  to  flow,  without  interrup- 
tion or  abatement,  from  morn  till  night. 
Then  there  is  fuch  an  infinity  of  gay 
equipages,  coaches,  chariots,  chaifes,  and 
other  carnages,  continually  rolling  and 
Ihifting  before  your  eyes,  that  one's  head 
grows  giddy  looking  at  them  ;  and  the 
imagination  is  quite  confounded  with 
fplendour  and  variety.  Nor  is  the  pr<»- 
fpeft  by  water  lefs  grand  and  aftonifhing 
than  that  by  land;  you  fee  three  ftu- 


pendous  bridges,  joining  the  oppollte 
banks  of  a  broad,  deep,  andrapid  river; 
fo  vaft,  fo  Stately,  fo  elegant,  that  they 
feem  to  be  the  work  of  the  giants :  be- 
twixt them,  the  whole  furface  of  the 
Thames  is  covered  with  fmall  veflels, 
barges,  boats,  and  wherries,  pafling  to 
and  fro ;  and  below  the  three  bridges, 
fuch  a  prodigious  foreft  of  mafts,  for 
miles  together,  that  you  would  think  all 
tlie  Ships  in  the  univerle  were  here  aflem- 
bled.  All  that  you  read  of  wealth  and 
grandeur  in  the  Arabian  Nights  Enter- 
tainments and  thePtrhan  Tales  concern- 
ing Bagdad,  Diarbekir,  Damalcus,  If- 
pahan,  and  Samarkand,  is  here  realized. 

Ranelagh  looks  like  the  enchanted  pa- 
lace of  a  Genius,  adorned  with  the  moft 
exquifite  performances  of  painting,  carv- 
ing, and  gilding,  enlightened  with  a 
thoufand  golden  lamps,  that  emulate  the 
noon-day  fun  5  crouded  with  the  great, 
the  rich,  the  gay,  the  happy,  and  the 
fair;  glittering  with  cloth  of  gold  and 
filver,  lace,  embroidery,  and  precious 
ftones.  While  thefe  exulting  ions  and 
daughters  of  felicity  tread  this  round  of 
plealure,  or  regale  in  different  parties 
and  Separate  lodges,  with  fine  imperial 
tea,  and  other  delicious  refreshments, 
their  ears  are  entertained  with  the  moft 
ravifhing  delights  of  mufick,  both  inftru- 
mental  and  vocal.  There  I  heard  the 
famous  Tenducci,  a  thing  frcm  Italy.  It 
looks  for  all  the  world  like  a  jmn,  though 
they  fay  it  is  not.  The  voice,  to  befure, 
is  neither  man's  nor  woman's;  but  it  is 
more  melodious  than  either :  and  it  war- 
bled fo  divinely,  that,  while  I  liftcned,  I 
really  thought  myfelf  in  paradife. 

At  nine  o'clock,  in  a  chanrtingmoon- 
light  evening,  we  embarked  at  Ranelagh 
for  Vauxhall,  in  a  wherry  fo  light  and 
flender,  that  we  looked  like  fo  many 
fairies  failing  in  anut-Shell.  My  uncle, 
being  apprehenhve  of  catching  cold  upon 
the  water,  went  round  in  the  coach,  and 
my  aunt  would  have  accompanied  him, 
but  he  would  not  Suffer  me  to  go  by  wa- k 
ter,  if  me  went  by  Innd;  and  therefore 
(he  favoured  us  with  her  comr.any,  as  fl.e 
perceived  I  had  a  curiolity  to  make  tl  is 
agreeable  voyage.  After  all,  the  vefiel 
was  fufficiently  loaded ;  for,  befides  the 
waterman,  there  was  my  brother  Jerry, 
and  a  friend  of  his,  one  Mr.  Barton,  a 
country  gentleman  of  a  good  fortune, 
who  had  dined -at  our  houiev  The  plea- 
fureof  this  little  excurfion  was,  however, 
damped,  by  my  being  Sadly  frighted  at 

our 
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our  landing  5  where  there  was  a  terrible 
confuiion  of  wherries,  and  a  crowd  of 
people  bawling,  and  {wearing,  and  quar- 
r-chmg :  nay,  a  parcel  of  Ugly-locking 
fellows  came  running  into  the  water, 
and  laid  hold  on  our  boat  with  great  vio- 
lence, to  pull  it  afhore;  nor  would  they 
quit  their  hold,  till  my  brother  (truck 
one  of  them  over  the  hAad  with  his  cane. 
But  this  mi  iur  was  fully  recompenfed  by 
the  pkaiures  of  Vauxhall;  which  I  no 
fconer  entered,  than  I  was  darzled  and 
confounded  with  the  variety  of  beauties 
that  milled  all  at  once  upon  rm 
Image  to  yourfelf,  my  Hear  Letty,  afpa- 
cions  garden,  part  laid  out  in  delightful 
walks,  bounded  \vith  high  hedges  and 
trees,  and  paved  with  gravel ;  p:ui-  exhi- 
biting a  wonderful  aflemblage  ot  the 
naoft  pichirefque  and  (triking  objects, 
pavilions,  lodges,  grove*-,  grottos,  lawns, 
temples,  and  cafcades;  porticoes,  colo- 
nades,  and  rcumdos ;  adorned  with  pil- 
lars, llatues,  and  painting;  the  whole 
iihiminated  with-  an  infinite  nuu: 
lamps,  difrojed  in  dtrttrent  figures  of 
funs,  liars,  and  conftetiatinnS  ;  the  place 
crouded  with  the  gayeft  company,  rang- 
ing through  thole  bWkful  (hades,  or  flip- 
ping in  different  lodges  on  cold  collations, 
;-;ed  with  mirth,  freedom,  :>nd  good- 
l;;:'r<our,  and  animated  by  n,n  cxtvlk-Mt 
baud  of  rmifick.  Among  (he  vo'-al  prr- 
fonnirs,  I  had  the  happinefs  to  hear  the 

celebrated  Mrs.  • •  ,  whole  voice  was 

ib  loud  and  io  (hri',1,  that  it  made  my 
fy.v.d  akc  through  excels  of  pkafure. 

In  about  half  an  hc'ir  aiti  r  \v;-  arriv- 
ed, we  wc-re    joined  by  rny  uncle,  who 
ri-d  not  f(  em  to  reiiih  the  place.      People 
of  experience  and   iniirmity,   my   dear 
Uv  with  v-rv  diif-  vent  cyis  from 

•     D   r?'v!  !    r,'.  J 

'irs-YanMig's  entertainment  was  in- 
.    .'!)  Mninfky  accident.     In 
t   the  rcinc- 

priced  v.-itli  a  iiuldcn  ihower,  that  lit  tae 
Mid  d:o\v  us 
in  htaps,  one  up'.> 

.  i:^g  himiVif 
,  pcevi/h  and  ur- 

•  i  ho  gene.      My  brother  went  to 

•  n-  tht-  coach,  ;u:d  found  i 
mticlrdifHcultyj  but,  as  itron'd  not  hold 

I,  Mr*,  oarton-ftai  .     it  was 

-t-  couid  be 

hi  ought  up  to  the  gate,  in  ti'< 
!:'.•  ut;-.-.''lt-  • 
•  icormiin,  Humphry  Clink- 


a  broken  head^in  the  fcuffle.  The  mo- 
merit  we  were  ieated,  my  aunt  pulled  off 
my  uncle's  Ihoes,  and  carefully  wiapped 
his  poor  feet  in  her  capuchin;  then  Hie 
gave  him  a  mouthful  of  cordial,  which 
(he  always  keeps  in  her  pocket,  and  his 
cloaths  were  (hifted  as  foon  as  \v<  .u-rixol 
at  our  lodgings ;  Ib  that,  hlefK 
he  elcapcd  a  fevcre  cold,  of  which  he 
was  in  great  terror. 

As  for  Mr.  Bait  on,  I  mull  tell  you  in 
confidence,  he  was  a  little  particular; 
but  perhaps  I  mifhike  his  compliance ; 
and  I  wifli  I  niay,  lor  his  lake.  You 
know  the  condition  of  my  poor  ' 
which,  in  fpite  of  hard  ulnge — Anil  yit 
I  ought  not  to  complain ;  nor  wijl  1,  till 
farther  information. 

Be  fides  Ranehgh  and  Vauxhall,  I  have 
been  at  Mrs.  Corncly 's  aflembly,  which, 
for  the  rooms,  the  company,  the  d* 
ar,<i  decorations,  furpafles  all  defoription  j 
but  as  I  have  no  great  turn  for  card- 
playing,  I  have  not  yet  entered  thov 
ly  into  the  fpirit  oi  the  place:  indeed,  I 
am  (Jill  fuch  a  country  lioyden,  that  I 
couid  iwrdl'y  find  patience  to  be  put  in  a 
Condition  to  appear  5  yet  kwns  nut  above 
fix  hours  under  the  hands  of  the  hair- 
drefitT,who  lii.fffd  m  v  head  with  as  much 
black  wool  as  wovild  havemadeaquilted 
petticoat;  and,  after  all,  it  was  the  (mall- 
c-i  in  ;iii  inthe  ademhly,  except  my  aunt's: 
(he,  to  be  Cure,  \v:)s  Ib  particui'ir  with 
herruinnt  gown  and  petticoat,  her  fcan- 
tv  curls,  li'T  lappet-head,  deep  triple 
ruffies,  and  high  (lays,  that  every  body 
•!  at  her  with  furprize:  (ome  whil- 
pered,  and  feme  tittered ;  and  Lady  CJril- 
kin,  !••  were  introduced,  flatly 

told  her  ihe  was  twenty  good  years  be- 
hind the  fa(hion. 

Lady  Gri(kin  is  a  perfon  of  f;iuiion,to 
w!;om  we  ha\'c  the  honour  to  be  related. 
She  keeps  a  (mall  roxit  at  her  own  houfe, 
never  exceeding  ten  or  a  dozen  card-ta- 
!>bs;  but  thefe  are  frequented  by  the 
i:i;,nuy  in  town.     She  has  been  fo 
obliging  as  to  introduce  my  auntancWne 
to  Ibme  of  her  particular  friends  of  qua- 
lity, who  treat  us  with  the  molt  familiar 
good-humour:  we  have  once  dined  with 
ner,  and  (he  takes  the  trouble  to  direit 
us  in  all  our  motions.    I  am  Ib  happy  as 
to  have  gained  her  good-will  to  fuch  a 
.  that  (he  fomelimts  adiults  my 
:h  Iifr  M\VI;  hands;   and  ihe  has 
I  'en  ni.-  a  kind  invitation  to  I'cay  with 
ru:r  :>!i  tiie  winter.      This,  however,  has 
-  declined  by  ury  uncle,  who 
fums 
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feems  to  be  (I  know  not.  how)  prejudiced 
againft  the  good  lady ;  for  whenever  my 
aunt  happens  to  ipeak  in  her  commenda- 
tion, I  obierve  that  he  makes  wry  faces, 
though  he  fays  nothing.  Perhaps,  in- 
deed, thefe  grimaces  may  be  the  effect 
of  pain  ariiing  from  the  gout  and  rheu- 
matifm,  with  which  he  is  fadly  dlftreffed. 
To  me,  however,  he  is  always  good-na- 
tured and  generous,  even  beyond  my 
wim.  Since  we  came  hither,  he  has 
made  me  a  prefent  of  a  fuit  of  cloaths, 
with  trimmings  and  laces,  which  coft 
more  money  than  I  fhall  mention  5  and 
Jerry,  at  hvs  defi?e»  has  given  me  my  mo- 
ther's diamond  drops,  which  are  ordered 
to  be  feta-new;  fothat  it  will  not  be 'his 
fault  if  I  do  not  glitter  among  the  ftars 
of  the  fourth  or  fifth  magnitude.  I  wim 
my  weak  head  may  not  grow  giddy  in 
the  midil  of  all  this  galianUy  and  difli- 
pation  !  though,  as  yet,  I  can  fafely  de- 
clare, I  could  gladly  give  up  all  thefe 
tumultuous  pleafures  for  country  foli- 
tude  and  a  happy  retreat  with  thofe  we 
love;  among  whom  my  dear  Willis  will 
always  poffefs  the  firft  place  in  the  breaft 
of  her  ever-affectionate 
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TO  9IR  WATfclN  FHILtTPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR   PHILLIPS, 

I  Send  you  this  letter  franked  by  our 
old  friend  Barton  ;  who  is  as  much 
altered  as  it  was  poflible  for  a  man  of  his 
kidney  to  be,  Inftead  of  the  carelefs  in- 
dolent floven  we  knew  at  Oxford,  I  found 
him  a  bufy  talkative  politician,  a  petit 
'maitre  in  his  drefs,  and  a  ceremonious 
courtier  in  his  manners.  He  has  not  gall 
enough  in  his  conftitUtion  to  beenflamed 
with  the  rancour  of  party  fo  as  to  deal 
in  fcurrilous  im:6tives;  but,  fince  he 
obtained  a  place,  he  is  become  a  warrrt 
partizan  of  the  miniftry,  and  fees  every 
thing  through  fuch  an  exaggerating  me- 
dium, as  to  me,  who  am  happily  of  no 
party,  is  altogether  incomprehensible. 
Without  all  doubt,  the  fumes  of  faction 
not  only  difturb  the  faculty  of  reafon, 
but  alfo  pervert  the  organs  of  feafe  5  and 
I  would  lay  ahundred  guineas  to  ten,  that 
if  Barton  on  one  fide,  and  the  moft  con- 
fcientious  patriot  in  the  oppofitionon  the 
Other,  were  to  dj-^w,  upon  honour,  the 


pi&ure  of  the  k'<  ' »  or  tri' 
and  I,  who  are  ftill  uninfected  and  un- 
biafled,  would  find  both  painters  equally 
diftant  from  the  truth.  One  thing,  how- 
ever, muft  be  allowed  for  the  honour  of 
Barton,  he  never  breaks  out  into  illiberal 
abule;  far  lefs  endeavours,  by  infamous 
calumnies,  to  blaft  the  moral  character  of 
any  individual  on  the  other  fide. 

Ever  fince  we  came.hither,  liehas  been 
remarkably  afiiduous  in  his  attention  to 
ourfarriily  ;  an  attention  which,  in  a  man 
of  his  indolence  and  avocations,  I  mould 
have  thought  altogether  odd,  and  even 
unnatural,  had  not  I  perceived  that  my 
filler  Liddy  has  made  ibme  itnpreflioti 
upon  his  heart.  I  cannot  fay  that  I  havfc 
any  objection  to  his  trying  his  fortune 
in  this  purfuit.  If  an  opulent  elhite,  and 
a  great  ftock  of  good-nature,  are  luni- 
cieiit  qualifications  in  a  hufband  to1  ren- 
der the  marriage-ftate  happy  for  life,  (he 
may  be  happy  with  Barton;  butl  imagine 
there  is  fomethingelfe  required  to  engage 
and  fecure  the  affection  of  a  woman  of 
fenfe  and  delicacy,  fomething  which  na- 
ture has  denied  our  friend.  Liddy  fecms 
to  b«  of  the  fame  opinion.  When  he 
addreiTes  himfelf  to  her  in  difcourfe,  file 
Items  to  liften  with  reluctance,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  avoids  all  particular  commu- 
nication ;  but,  in  proportion  to  her  coy- 
nefs,  our  aunt  is  coming,  Mis.  Tabi- 
tha  goes  more  than  half  way  to  meet  his 
advances;  me  milrakes,  or  affects  to 
miftake,  the  meaning  of  his  courtel'y, 
which  is  rather  formal  and  fulfome  ;  me 
returns  his  compliments  with  hyperboli- 
cal intereft,  (he  perfecutes  him  with  her 
civilities  at  table,  fhe  appeals  lo  him  for 
ever  in  conversation,  me  fighs,  and  flirts, 
and  ogles,  and  by  her  hideous  affectation 
and  impertinence,  drives  the  poor  cour- 
tier to  the  very  extremity  of  his  com- 
plaii'ance :  in  ftiort,  me  feems  to  have  un- 
dertaken the  fiege  of  Barton's  heart,  and 
carries  on  her  approaches  in  fuch  a  defpe- 
rate  manner,  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  will  not  be  obliged  to  capitulate.  la 
the  mean  time,  his-  averfionto  this  inamo- 
rato ftruggling  with  his  acquired  affahi- 
lity,  and  his  natural  fear  of  giving  of- 
fence, throws  him  into  a  kind  of  diltrefs 
which  is  extremely  ridiculous. 

Two  days  ago,  he  perfuaded  my  un- 
cle and  me  to  accompany  him  to  St. 
James's,  where  he  undertook  to  make  us 
acquainted  with  the  perfons  of  all  the 
great  men  in  the  kingdom  :  and,  indeed, 
there  wa*  a  great  allemblage  of  diftin- 
,  H  .guifhed 
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guifhedchara&ers,  for  it  was  a  high  fef- 
tival  at  court.  Our  conductor  performed 
his  promiie  with  great  punctuality.  He 
pointed  out  almoit  eveiy  individual  of 
'both  fexes,  and  generally  introdvced 
them  to  our  notice  with  a  nourifh  of  pa- 
negyrick.  Seeing  the  king  approach— 
'  There  comes,1  (aid  he, '  the  moft  ami- 

*  able  fovereign  that  ever  fwayed  the 

*  fceptre  of  England ;  the  delicia  huma-  . 

*  ni  generis ;  Augultus  in  patronizing 

*  merit,  Titus  Velpafian  in  generofity, 

*  Trajan  in  beneficence,   and  Marcus 
'  Aurelius  in  philofophy.'— '  A  very 

*  honeft  kind-hearted  gentleman,' added 
my  uncle ;  *  he  is  too  good  for  the  times. 
A  A  king  of  England   fhould   have  a 

*  fpice  of  the  devil  in  his  compofition/ 
Barton,  then  turning  to  the  Duke  of 
C"  •'•••,  proceeded — '  You    know  the 

*  duke ;  that  illuitrious  hero  who  trod 

*  rebellion  under  his  feet,  and  lecuredus 

*  in  polTeflion  of  every  tiling  we  ought 

*  to  hold  dear  as  Englishmen  and  Chi  ii- 

*  tians.     Mark  what  an  eye !  how  pe- 

*  netrating,  yet  pacifick!  What  dignity 

*  in  his  mien !    What  humanity  in  his 

*  afpe6t !     Even  malice  muft'  own,  that , 

*  he  is  one  of  the  greateit  officers  in 

*  Chriftendom.' — '  I  think  he  be,1  i'aid 
.Mi;. Bramble;  '  butwho  are  thefe  young 
'  gentlemen  that  ftand   belide  him  ?'— 

*  Thofe,'  cried  our  friend, '  thole  are  his 
*•  royal  nephews,  the  princc?«f  the  blood. 
'  Sweet  young  princes!  the  facred  pledges 
'  of  the  Protettantline;fofpirited,fofen- 
'  fible,fo  princely!'— '  Yes,  very  fenii- 

*  ble,  very  fpirited,'  faid  my  uncle,  inter  - 
rupting  him.  'But  fee  the  queen!    Ha, 
«  there  is  the  queen,  there  is  the  queen ! 
'  Let  me  fee— let  me  fee— where  are  my 

*  glafles?      Ha!  there   is  meaning  in 
*•  that  eye ;  there  is  fentiment ;   there  is 
'  expreflion !  —Well,  Mr.  Barton,  what 

.'  figure  do  you  call  next?'  The  next 
perfon  he  pointed  out  was  the  favourite 
year  1;  who  flood  folitary  by  one  of  the 
windows.  *  Behold  yon  northern  ftar,' 
faid  he,  *  JbtnTofbit  beams.''—'  What ! 
the  Caledonian  luminary  that  lately 
blazed  fo  bright  in  our  hemifphere? 
Methinks,  at  prefent,  it  glimmers 
through  a  fog;  like  Saturn  without 
his  ring,  bleak,  and  dim,  and  diftant. 
Ha!  there  is  the  other  great  pheno- 
menon, the  grand  penlionary,  that 
weather-cock  of  patriotifm  that  veers 
about  in  every  point  of  the  political 
compafs,  and  ftill  feels  the  wind  of 
popularity  in  hi*  tail.  He  too,  like  a 


portentous  comet,  has  rifen  again  abovt 
the  court-horizon ;  but  how  Ion"'  he 
will  continue  to  afcend,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  foretel,  confidering  his  great  eccen- 
tricity. Who  are  thole  two  fatellites 
that  attend  his  motions  ?'  When  Bar- 
on told  him  their  names—'  To  their 
characters,'  faid  Mr.  Bramble,  '  I  am 
no  ftranger.  One  of  them,  without  a 
drop  of  red  blood  in  his  veins,  has  a 
cold  intoxicating  vapour  in  his  head  j 
and  rancour  enough  in  his  heartto  ino- 
cukite  and  affect  a  whole  nation.  The 
other  is,  I  hear,  intended  for  a  mare  in 

the  ad n,   and   the  penfionary 

vouches  for  his  being  duly  qualified. 
The  only  inftance  I  ever  heard  of  his 
fagacity  was,  his  deferting  his  former 
patron,  when  he  found  him  declining 
in  power,  and  in  difgrace  with  the  peo- 
ple.     Without    principle,   talent,   or 
intelligence,  he  is  ungracious  as  a  hog, 
greedy  as  a  vulture,  and  thievifh  as  a 
jackdaw ;  but,  it  muft  be  owned,  he  is 
no  hypocrite.     He  pretends  to  no  vir- 
tue, and  takes  no  pains  to  difguife  his 
character.  His  miniftry  will  be  attend- 
ed with  one  advantage,  no  man  will  be 
difappointed  by  his  breach  of  promife, 
as  no  mortal  ever  trufted  to  his  word. 
I  wonder  how  Lord  '      »    firft  difco- 
vered  this  happy  genius,  and  for  what 
purpofe  Lord  — —  has  now  adopted 
him ;  but  one  would  think   that,  as 
amber  has  a  power  to  attract  dirt,  and 
ftraws,  and  chaff,  a  minifter  is  endued 
with  the  fame  kind  of  faculty  to  lick 
up  fvtry  kna-ve  and  blockhead  in  hrs 
ivay?     Hjs  eulogium  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  the  old  Duke  of  N          j 
who,    fqueezing  into  the  circle  with  a 
bufy  face  of  importance,  thruft  his  htad 
into  every  countenance,  as  if  he  had  been 
in   fearch   of  fomebody,   to  whom  he 
wanted  to  impart  fomething  of  great  con- 
fequence.    My  uncle,  who  had  been  for- 
merly known  to  him,  bowed  as  he  pall- 
ed; and  the  duke,  feeing  himfclf  faulted 
fo  refpeftf ully  by  a  wefi-dreued  peribn, 
was  not  How  in  returning  the  courteiy  : 
he  even  came  up  ;  and,  taking  him  cor- 
dially by  the  hand — '  My  dear  fricr.d, 

Mr.  A- ,'  faid  he,  J  I  am  ix 

to  fee  you.  How  long  have  you  been 
come  from  abroad  ?  How  did  you 
lp£Ve  our  good  friends  the  Dutch  ? 
The  King  of  Prufiia  decs  not  think  of 
another  war,  ah  ?  lie  is  a  great  king, 
a  '  great  conqueror,  a  very  great  con- 
queror. Your  Alexanders  and  Han- 
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*  nibals  were  nothing  at  all  to  him,  Sir; 
'  corporals,  drummers,  drofs,  mere trafh, 

*  damned  train,  heh  ?'     His  grace  being 
by  this  time  out  of  breath,   my  uncle 
took  the  opportunity  to  tell  him  he  had 
not  been  out  of  England,  that  his  name 
was  Bramble,  and  that  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  fit  in  the  laft  parliament  but  one 
of  the  late  king,  as  representative  for  the 
borough  of  Dymkymraig.      *  Odio1.' 
cried  the  duke,  *  I  remember  you  per- 
'  fe£lly  well,  my  dear  Mr.  Bramble. 
'  You  was  always  a  good  and  loyal  fub- 

*  jecl,  a  Haunch  friend  to  adminiftration. 

*  I  made  your  brother  an  Irifh  bifhop.' 
— *  Pardon  me,  my  lord,'  laid  the  fquire ; 

*  I  once  had  a  brother,  but  he  was  a  cap- 

*  tain  in  the  army.'—'  Ha!'  faid  his 
grace,  '  he  was  fo,  he  was  indeed  !  But 

*  who  was  the   bifhop  then  ?     Bifliop 
'  Blackberry  ?  Sure  itwas  Bifhop Black- 
'  berry:  perhaps  fome  relation  of  yours?' 
— '  Very  likely,  my  lord,'  replied  my 
uncle ;  '  the  Blackberry  is  the  fruit  of 

*  the  Bramble,  but  I  believe  the  bimop 

*  is  not  a  berry  of  our  bum.'— '  No  more 
'  he  is !  no  more  he  is  !  Ha,  ha,  ha!'  ex- 
claimed the  duke  ;  '  there  ycu  gave  me 

*  a  fcratch,  good  Mr.  Bramble !  Ha,  ha, 

*  ha !     Well,  I  mail  be  glad  to  iee  you 
'  at  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  ;  you  know 
'  the  way.  Times  are  altered.  Though 

*  I  have  loft  the  power,  I  retain  the  in- 

*  clination.      Your  very   humble   fer- 

*  vant,  good  Mr.  Blackberry.'    So  fay- 
ing, he  moved  to  another  corner  of  the 
room .     '  What  a  fine  old  gentleman ! ' 
cried   Mr.   Barton.      «  What  fpirits1. 

What  a  memory  !  He  never  jfwgets 
an  old  friend.' — '  He  does  me  too 
much  honour,'  obferved  our  fquire, 
to  rank  me  among  the  number.  Whilft 
I  fat  in  parliament,  I  never  voted  with 
the  miniftry  but  three  times,  when  my 
confcience  told  me  they  were  in  the 
right.  However,  if  he  ftill  keeps  le- 
vee, I  will  carry  my  nephew  thither, 
that  he  may  fee,  and  learn  to  avoid  the 
fcene  ;  for  I  think  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man never  appears  to  fnch  difadvantage 
as  at  the  levee  of  a  minifter.  Of  his 
grace  I  fhall  fay  nothing  at  prefent, 
but  that  for  thirty  years  he  was  the 
conftant  and  common  butt  of  ridicule 
and  execration.  He  was  generally 
laughed  at  as  an  ape  in  politicks,  whole 
office  and  influence  ferved  only  to  ren- 
der his  folly  the  more  notorious  ;  and 
the  oppofition  curfed  him  as  the  inde- 
5  fatigable  drudge  of  a  firft  mover,  who 


was  iuftly  ftiled  and  ftigmatized  as  the 
father  of  corruption.     But  this  ridi- 
culous ape,  this  venal  drudge,  nofooner 
loft  the  places  he  was  fo  ill  qualified  to 
fill,  and  unfurled  the  banners  of  fac- 
tion, than  he  Was  metamorphofed  into 
a  pattern  of  publick  virtue ;  the  very 
people  who  reviled  him  before,  now 
extolled  him  to  the  Ikies,  as  a  wife,  ex- 
perienced  ftatefman,  chief  pillar  of  the 
Proteftant  fuccdlion,  and  corner-ltone 
of  Englifh  liberty.     I  fliould  be  glad 
to  know  how  Mr.  Barton  .reconciles 
thefe  contradictions,  without  obliging 
us  to  refign  all  title  to  the  privilege  of 
common  fenfe.' — '  My  dear  Sir,'  an- 
wered  Barton,    *  I  do  not  pretend  to 
jultify  the  extravagations  of  the  mul- 
titude ;  who,  I  fuppofe,  were  as  wild  in 
their  former  cenfure  as  in  their  prefent 
praiie.     But  I  /hall  be  very  glad  to  at- 
tend you  on   Thurfday  next   to  his 
grace's  levee;  where  I  am  afraid  we 
(hall  not  be  crouded  with  "company  j 
for  you  know  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  his  prefent  office  of  prefident 
of  the  council,  and  his  fanner  poft  of 
firft  lord  coinmiiTioner  of  the  treafuiy."" 
This  communicative  friend  having  an- 
nounced all  the  remarkable  characters  of 
both  fexes  that  appeared  at  court,  we 
refolved  to  adjourn,  and  retired.    At  the 
foot  of  the  ftair-cafe  there  was  a  crowd 
of  lacqueys  and  chairmen,  and  in  the 
midtt  of  them  flood  Humphry  Clinker, 
exalted  upon  a  ftool,  with  his  hat  in  one 
hand,  and  a  paper  in  the  other,  in  the  acV 
of  holding  forth  to  die  people.     Before 
we  could  enquire  into  the  meaning  of 
this  exhibition,  he  perceived  his  matter, 
thruft  the  paper  into  his  .pocket,  deicend- 
ed  from  his  elevation,  bolted  through  the 
crpwd,  and  brought  up  the  carriage  to 
the  gate. 

My  uncle  faid  nothing  till  we  were 
feated;  when,  after  having  looked  at  me 
earneftly  for  fome  time,  lie  burft  out  a 
laughing,  and  afked  if  I  knew  upun  what, 
fubjeft  Clinker  was  holding  forth  to  the 
mob.  '  If,'  faid  he,.  '  the  fellow  itf 

*  turned  mountebank,  I  inufi  turn  him 

*  out  of  my  iervice,  otherwife  he  will 

*  make  Merry  Andrews  of  us  all.'  I  ob-. 
ferved  that,  in  all  probability,  he  had 
ftudied  medicine  under  his  mailer,  who 
was  a  farrier. 

At  dinner  the  fquire  aiked  him  if  he 
had  ever  praftifed  phyfick.  '  Yes,  an 
'  pleafe  your  honour,'  faid  he,  '  among 

*  brute  beafls  j  but  I  never  meddle  with 

Hz  «  rational 
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'  rational  creatures.*-*-'  I  know  not 
'  whether  you  rank  in  that  clafs  the  au- 
'  dience  you  was  haranguing  in  the 
'  court  at  St.  James's ;  but  I  lliould  be 

*  glad  to  know  what  kind  of  powders 

*  you    was  diftributing,   and  whether 

*  you  had  a  good  fale.' — '  Sale,  Sir!' 
cried  Clinker;  *  I  hope  I  fhall  never  be 

*  bafe  enough  to  fell  for  gold  and  filver, 

*  what  freely  comes  of  God's  grace.     I 
'  diltributed  nothing,  and  like  your  ho- 

*  nour,  but  a  word  of  advice  to  my  felr 

*  lows  in  fervitude  and  fin.' — '  Advice  1 

*  concerningwhat  ?'— '  Concerning  pro- 
'  phane  fwearing,  and  pleafe  your  ho- 
'  nour;  fo  horrid  and  /hocking,  that  it 
'  made  my  hair  ftand  on  end !' — '  Nay, 
f  if  thou  canft  cure  them  of  that  difeale, 
'  I  fhall  think  thee  a  wonderful  doctor 
'  indeed!'— *  Why  not  cure  them,  my 

*  good  mafter  ?  The  hearts  of  thofe  poor 
"  people  are  not  fo  ftubborn  as  your  ho- 

*  nourfeems  to  think.     Make  them  firft 

*  fenfible  that  you  have  nothing  in  view 

*  but  their  good,  then  they  will  liften 

*  with  patience,  andeafily.be  convinced 

*  of  the  fin  and  folly  of  a  practice  that 
€  affords   neither  profit   nor  pleafure.* 
At  this  remark,  our  uncle  changed  co- 
lour, and  looked  round  the  company, 
confcious  that  his  oivn  withers  nvere  not 
^together  tunewrung.     l  But,  Clinker,' 
faid  he,  *  if  you  fhould  have  eloquence 

enough  to  perfuade  the  vulgar  to  re- 
fign  thofe  tropes  and  figures  of  rhe- 
torick,  there  will  be  little  or  nothing 
left  to  diftinguilh  their  converfation 
from  that  of  their  betters.'  —  '  But 
then,  your  honour  knows,  their  con- 
verfation will  be  void  of  offence ;  and, 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  there  will  be 
no  diftinction  of  perfons.' 
Humphry  going  down  ftairs  to  fetch 
Up  a  bottle  of  wine,  my  uncle  congra- 
tulated his  fifter  upon  having  fuch  a  re- 
former in  the  family ;  when  Mrs.  Tabi- 
tha  declared  he  was  a  fober  civilized  fel- 
Jow,  very  Rmctfu),  and  very  induftrious ; 
and,  fhe  believed,  a  good  Chriftian  into 
the  bargain.    One  would  think  Clinker 
jnuft  really  have  fome  very  extraordinary 
talent,  to  ingratiate  himfejf  in  this  man- 
jytr  with  a  virago  of  her  character,  fo 
fortified  againft  him  with  prejudice  and 
relentment ;  but  the  tmth  is,  fince  the 
adventure  of  Salt-Hill,  Mrs. Tabby  feems 
rr-'be  entirely  changed.    She  has  left  off 
fcoldmg  the  fervants,  an  exercife  which 
was  grown  habitual,  and  even  itemed 


neceffary  to  her  conftitmton ;  and  is  t>e- 
come  fo  indifferent  to  Chowder  as  to 
part  with  him  in  a  prefent  to  Lady  Grif- 
kin,  who  propofes  to  bring  the  breed  of 
him  into  fafhion.  Her  iadyfhip  is  the 
widow  of  Sir  Timothy  Grifkiu,  a  diftant 
relation  of  our  family.  She  enjoys  a  join- 
ture of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and, 
makes  fhift  to  fpend  three  times  that  fum, 
Her  character  before  marriage  was  a  lit- 
tle equivocal ;  but  at  prefent  me  lives  in 
the  ban  ton,  keeps  card-tables,  gives  pri- 
vate fuppers  to  felect  friends,  and  is  vi- 
fited  by  perfons  of  the  firft  fafhion.  She 
has  been  remarkably  civil  to  us  all,  and 
cultivates  my  uncle  with  the  moft  parti- 
cular regard;  but  the  more  fhe  ftrokes 
him,  the  more  his  bridles  feem  to  rife, 
To  her  compliments  he  makes  very  la- 
conickand  dry  returns.  The  other  day, 
fhe  fent  us  a  pottle  of  fine  ftrawberries  ; 
which  he  did  not  receive  without  figns  of 
difgult,  muttering  from  the  ./Eneid— • 
*  Timeo  Danaoset  donaferenlesS  She  has 
twice  called  for  Liddy,  of  a  forenoon,  to 
take  an  airing  in  the  coach ;  but  Mrs. 
Tabby  was  always  fo  alert,  (I  fuppofe  by 
his  direction)  that  fhe  never  could  have 
the  niece  without  her  aunt's  company.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  found  Square-toes 
on  this  fubject  j  but  he  carefully  avoid? 
all  explanation. 

I  have  now,  dear  Phillips,  filled  a 
whole  fheet;  and  if  you  have  read  it  to 
an  end,  I  dare  fay  you  are  as  tired  as 
your  humble  fervant, 

J.  MELFORD. 
LONDON,  JUNE  a. 


TO    DR.   LEWIS. 

YE S,  do&or,  I  have feen  the Britifh 
Mufeum  j  which  is  a  noble  col- 
lection, and  even  ftupendous,  if  we  con- 
fider  it  was  made  by  a  private  man,  a 
phyfician,  who  was  obliged  to  make  his 
own  fortune  at  the  fame  time :  but  great 
as  the  collection  is,  it  would  appear  more 
(hiking  if  it  was  arranged  in  one  fpacious 
faloon,  inftead  of  being  divided  into  dif- 
ferent apartments,  which  it  does  not  en- 
tirely fill.  I  could  wilk  the  feries  of  me- 
dals was  connected,  and  the  whole  of  the 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  king- 
doms, compleated,  by  adding  to  each,  at 
the  publick  expence,  thofe  articles  that 
are  wanting.  It  would  likewife  be  a  great 
improvement,  with  refpect  to  the  libfary.^ 
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if  the  deficiences  were  made  up,  by  pur- 
ehafing  all  the  books  of  character  that 
are  not  to  be  found  already  ii\  the  collec- 
tion. They  might  be  flailed  in  centuries, 
according  to  the  dates  of  their  publica- 
tion, and  catalogues  printed  of  them  and 
the  manufcripts  for  the  information  of 
thofe  that  want  to  confult,  or  compile 
from  fuch  authorities.  I  could alfo  wifh, 
for  the  honour  of  the  nation,  that  there 
was  a  compleat  apparatus  for  a  courfe  of 
mathematicks,  mechaijicks,  and  experi- 
mental philofophy;  and  a  good  (alary 
fettled  upon  an  able  profeflbr,  who  fliould 
give  regular  lectures  onthefefubjects. 

But  this  is  all  idle  (peculation,  which 
will  never  be  reduced  to  practice.  Con- 
fidering  the  temper  of  the  times,  it  is  a 
wonder  to  fee  any  inftitution  whatfoever 
eftablifhed  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick. 
The  fpirit  of  party  is  rifen  to  a  kind  of 
phrenzy,  unknown  to  former  ages,  or 
rather  degenerated  to  a  total  extinction  of 
honelly  and  candour.  You  know  I  have 
oblerved,  for  fome  time,  that  the  publick 
papers  are  become  the  infamous  vehicles 
of  the  moft  cruel  and  perfidious  defama- 
tion :  eveiy  rancorous  knave,  every  def- 
perate  incendiary,  that  can  afford  to 
Ipend  half  a  crown  or  three  millings, 
may  fkulk  behind  the  prefs  of  a  news- 
monger, and  have  a  ftab  at  the  firft  cha- 
racter in  the  kingdom,  without  running 
the  leaft  hazard  of  detection  or  punifh- 
jnent. 

I  have  made  acquaintance  with  a  Mr. 
Barton,  whom  Jerry  knew  at  Oxford;  a 
good  fort  of  a  man,  though  moft  ridicu- 
loufly  warped  in  his  political  principles ; 
but  his  partiality  is  the  lei's  offenfive,  as  it 
never  appears  in  the  ftile  of  fcurrility  and 
abufe.  He  is  a  member  of  parliament, 
and  a  retainer  to  the  court ;  and  his  whole 
converfation  turns  upon  the  virtues  and 
perfections  of  the  minifters,  who  are  his 
patrons.  The  other  day,  when  he  was  be- 
daubing one  of  thofe  worthies  with  the 
moft  fulfome  praife,  I  told  him  I  had 
feenthelhme  nobleman  characterise'  very 
differently  in  one 'of  the  daily  papers; 
indeed,  fo  ftigmatized,  that  if  one  half 
of  what  was  faid  of  him  was  true,  lie 
muft  be  not  only  unfit  to  rule,  but  even 
unfit  to  live;  that  thofe  impeachments 
had  been  repeated  again  and  again,  with 
the  addition  of  frefh  matter ;  and  that,  as 
he  had  taken  no  fteps  towards  his  own 
vindication,  I  began  to  think  there  was 
Jfume  foundation  for  the  charge.  *  And 

>  pray,  Sir,'  faid  Mr,  Barton,  4  what 
,p\  \      •    '  i      .''"!'•• 


*  fteps  would  you  have  him  take?  Sup- 

*  pofe  he  mould  proiecute  the  publimu, 

*  who  fcreens  the  anonymous  accTtler, 

*  and  bring  him  to  the  pillory  for  a  li- 

*  bel,  this  is  fo  far  from  being  counted 
'  a  punimment,  in  terrorem,  that  it  wil} 
«  probably  make  his  fortune.  The  mul» 
'  titude  immediately  take  him  into  their 
'  protection,  as  a  martyr  to  the  caufeof 
'  defamation,  which  they  have  always 

*  efpoufed :  they  pay  his  fine,  they  coa- 
'  tribute  to  the  encreafe<jf  his  ftock,  hi* 
'  (hop  iscrouded  with  cuftomers,  and  the 
'  fale  of  his  paper  riles  in  proportion  to 

*  the  ftandrxl  it  contains.     All  this  time 

*  the  prolecutor  is  inveighed  againft  as  a 

*  tyrant  and  oppreflbr,  for  having  chofen 

*  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  information, 

*  which  is  detned  a  grievance ;  but  if  he 

*  lays  an  action  for  damage-;,  he  muft 
'  prove  the  damage  5  and  I  leave  you  to 
'  judge,  whether  a  gentleman's  character 
'  may  not  be  brouglrt  into  contempt,  and 
«  all  his  views  in  life  blafted  by  calumny, 

*  without  his  being  able  to  Ipecify  the 

*  particulars  of  the  damage  he  has  iui- 
4  tained. 

'  This  fpirit  of  defamation  is  a  kind 
'  of  herefy,  that  thrives  under  perfecu- 
'  tion.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  a  term 
f  of  great  efficacy ;  and,  like  that  of  the 

*  Protejlant  religion,  has  often  lerved  the 
'  purpoies  of  (edition:  aminifter,  there- 

*  fore,  muft  arm  himfelf  with  patience, 
'  and  bear  thole  attacks  witiiout  repin- 
'  ing.    Whatever  mifchief  they  may  do 
'  in  other  refpefts,  they  certainly  con- 

*  tribute,  in  one  particular,  to  the  ad- 

*  vantage  of  government ;  for  thole  de- 

*  famatory  articles  have  multiplied  pa- 

*  pers  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  augmented 

*  their  fale  to  fuch  a  degree,   that  the 
'  duty  upon  ftamps  and  advertiiements 

*  has  made  a  very  confiderable  addition 
'  to  the  revenue.'     Certain  it  is,  a  gen- 
tleman's honour  is  a  very  delicate  iubjecT: 
to  be  handled  by  a  jury,  compoied  of 
men  who  cannot  be  fuppofecl  remark- 
able either  for  lentiment  or  impartiality. 
In  fuch  a  cafe,  indeed,  the  defendant  is 
tried,  not  only  by  his  peers,  but  alfo  by 
his  p-iity ;  and  I  really  think,  that,  of  all 
pr-triots,  he  is  the  moil  refolute  who  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  fuch  detraction  for  the 
(alee  of  his  cour.try.     If,  from  the  igno- 
rance or  partiality  of  juries,  a  gentleman 
can  have  no  redrefs  from  law  for  being 
defamed  in  a  psmplilet  or  newfpaper,   I 
know  but  one  other  method  of  proceed- 
ing ?.gain(t  thp  publisher,  which  is  at- 

'  '•     tended 
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tended  with  fame  rifque,  Imt  has  been 
praftifed  fuccefsfully  more  than  once,  in 
jny  remembrance.  A  regiment  or  hode 
was  represented  in  one  of  the  newipapers 
as  having  mifbehaved  at  Dettingen  5  a 
captain  of  that  regiment  broke  the  pub- 
lifher's  bones,  telling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  if  he  went  to  law,  he  mould  cer- 
tainly have  the  like  falutarion  from  every 

officer  of  the  corps.  Governor took 

the  Came  fatisfaction  on  the  ribs  of  an 
author,  who  traduced  him  by  name  in  a 
periodical  paper.  I  know  a  low  fellow 
of  the  fame  clai's,  who,  being  turned  out 
of  Venice  for  his  impudence  and  fcur- 
rility,  retired  to  Lugano,  a  town  of  the 
Grifons,  (a  free  people,  God  wot ! )  where 
he  found  a  print! ng-prefs ;  from  whence 
he  Squirted  his  filth  at  fome  refpectable 
characters  in  therepubiick  which  he  had 
been  obliged  to  abandon.  Some  of  thefe, 
finding  him  out  of  the  reach  of 
chaftifement,  employed  certain  ufeful  in- 
ftruments,  fuch  as  may  be  found  in  all 
countries,  to  give  him  the  baftinado ; 
Which,  being  repeated  more  than  once, 
effectually  flopped  the  current  of  his 
abufe. 

As  for  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  like 
every  other  privilege,  it  muit  be.reitrained 
•within  certain  bounds ;  for  if  it  is  car- 
ried to  a  breach  of  law,  religion,  and 
charity,  it  becomes  one  of  the  greateft 
rvils  that  ever  annoyed  the  community. 
If  the  lowed  ruffian  may  ftab  your  good 
name  with  impunity  in  England,  will 
you  be  to  uncandid  as  fo  e^xciaira  againil 
Italy  for  the  practice  of  common 
fination?  To  what  purpofe  is  our  pro- 

Grty  fecured,  if  our  moral  character  is 
it  dffencelefs  ?  People  thus  baited, 
grow  defpcrate ;  and  the  defpair.of  being 
able  to  preferve  one^s  character  untaintv 
ed  by  fuch  vermin,  produces  a  total  neg- 
lect of  fain;:  ;  ib  that  'me  of  the  chief  in- 
citements to.the  practice  of  virtue  is  ef- 
fectually deflroyecl. 

Mr.  Barton's  laft  confideration  re- 
fpecling  the  ftamp-tluty  is  equally  ^ife 
and  laudable  with  another  maxim  which 
has  been  long  adopted  by  our  financiers ; 
namely,  to  connive  at  drunkennefs,  riot, 
and  diffipation,  becaufethey  enhance  the 
receipt  of  the  excife  ;  not  reflecting,  that 
in  providing  this  temporary  convenience, 
they  are  deurojung  the  morals,  health, 
and  induftry  of  the  people.  Notwith- 
ftanding  my  contempt  for  thofe  who  flat- 
ter a  miniUer,  I  think  there  is  fomething 
(till  more  despicable  iu  flattering  u  mob. 


When  I  fee  a  man  of  birth,  education, 
and  fortune,  put  himlelf  on  a  level  with 
the  dregs  of  the  people,  mingle  with  low 
mechamcks,  feed  with  them  at  the  fume 
hoard,  and  drink  with  them  in  the  lame 
cup,  natter  their  prejudices,  harangue  in 
praife  of  their  virtues,  expoie  themielves 
to  the  belchings  of  their  beer,  the  fumes 
of  their  tobacco,  the  groflhefs  of  their 
familiarity,  and  the  impertinence  of  their 
converfation,  I  cannot  help  deiphing  him 
as  a  man  guilty  of  the  vrleit  proltitution, 
in  order  to  effect  3  purpofe  equally  felfifh 
and  illiberal. 

I  mould  renounce  politicks  the  more 
willingly,  if  I  could  find  other  topicksof 
converfation  difcufled  with- more  modefty 
and  candour ;  but  the  daemon  of  party 
ieems  to>  have  ufurped  every  department 
of  life. .  Even  the  world  of  literature  and 
taite  is  divided  into  the  moft  virulent 

:  factions,  which  revile,  decry,  and  tra- 
duce, the  works  of  one  another.  Yeilcr- 
day  I  went  to  return  an  afternoon's  vifit 
to  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  at 
whole  houle  I  found  one  ot  the  authors 
of  the  preient  age,  who  has  written  with 
fome  fucceis.  As  I  had  read  one  or  two 
of  his  performances,  which  gave  me  plea- 
fure,  I  was  glad  of  this  opportunity  to 
know  his  peribn;  but  his  difcourle  and 
deportment  deltroyed  ail  the  impreflions 
which  his  writings  had  made  in  his  fa- 
vour. He  took  upon  him  to  decide  dog- 
matically upon  every  fubjecl,  without 
deigning  to  fliew  the  leait  caufe  for  his 
differing  from  the  general  opinions  of 
mankind,  as  if  it  had  been  our  duty  to 
acquiefce  in  the  i/>/e  dixit  of  this  new  Py- 
thagoras.  He  j-e/udgcU  the  characters  of 
all  the  principal  authors,  who  had  died 
within  a  century  of  the  preient  time; 
and,  in  this  reviiion,  paid  no  fort  of  re- 
gard to  the  reputation  they  had  acquired. 
Milton  was  harih  and  profaick;  Dry- 
dv.-n,  languid  and  verboie;  Butler  and 
Swift,  without  humour ;  Congreve,  with  - 
out  wit ;  and  Pope  deftitute  of  any  fort 
of  poetical  merit.  As  for  his  cotempoj  a- 
ries,  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  one  of 
them  mentioned  \vith  any  degree  of  ap- 
plaufe;  they  were  all  duoccs,  pedants, 
plagiaries,  quacks,  and  importers ;  an4 
you  could  not  name  a  fmgle  pcrfoj-mnnce 
but  what  was  tame,  ftupid,  and"injipid, 
It  muii  be  owned  that  this  writer  had 
nothing  to  charge  his  confcience  with  oil 
;  for,  I  underftand,  he 
was  never  known  to  praife  one  line  that 

-  WAS  yvritten  even  by  thpi'e  with  whom  ha 
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lavedon  terms  of  good  fellow/hip.  This 
arrogance  and  preiumption  in  depreciat- 
ing authors,  for  whole  reputation  the 
company  may  be  interested,  is  fuch  an 
iufult  upon  the  understanding,  as  I  could 
not  bear  without  wincing, 

I  deiired  to  know  his  reafons  for  de- 
crying ibme  works  which  had  afforded 
me  uncommon  plcafure  j  and,  as  demon- 
ftration  did  not  feem  to  be  his  talent,  I 
diifented  from  his  opinion  \vithgreat  tree- 
Having  been  fpciled  by  the  defe- 
rence and  humility  of  his  hearers,  he  did 
not  bear  contradiction  with  much  tem- 
per;  and  the  dupute  might  have  grown 
warm,  had  it  not  been  interrupted  by 
the  entrance  of  a  rival  bard,  at  whole  ap- 
pearancehe  always  quits  the  place.  They 
are  of  different  cabals,  and  have  been  at 
open  war  thefe  twenty  years.  If  the 
other  was  dogmatical,  this  genius  was 
declamatory :  he  did  not  diicourie,  but 
harangue ;  and  his  orations  were  equally 
tedious  and  turgid.  He  too  pronounces 
ex  cathedra  upon  the  characters  of  his 
cotemporaries ;  and  though  he  fcmples 
not  to  deal  out  praife,  even  laviihly,  to 
the  lowelt  reptile  in  Grub  Street,  who 
will  either  "natter  him  in  private,  or  mount 
the  publick  roftrum  as  his  panegyrill,  he 
damns  all  the  other  writers  of  the  age, 
with  the  utmoft  iniblence  and  rancour. 
One  is  a  blunderbufs,  as  being  a  native 
of  Ireland}  another  a  half- ftarved  loute 
of  literature,  from  the  banks  of  the 
Tweed ;  a  third,  an  afs,  becaufe  he  en- 
joys a  penfion  from  the  government ;  a 
fourth,  the  very  angel  of  dulnefs,  be- 
caufe he  fucceeden*  in  a  fpecies  of  writing 
in  which  this  Ariftarchus  had  failed ;  a 
fifth,  who  presumed  to  make  Strictures 
upon  one  of  his  performances,  he  holds 
as  a  bug  in  criticifm,  whole  flench  is 
more  oftenfive  than  his  ftiiig.  In  fhort, 
except  hlmielf  and  his  myrmidons,  there 
is  not  a  man  of  genius  or  learning  in  the 
three  kingdoms.  As  for  the  fuccefs  of 
thole  who  have  written  without  the  pale 
of  this  confederacy,  he  imputes  it  entirely 
to  svant  of  tafte  in  the  publick ;  not  con- 
fideringj  that,  to  the  approbation  of  that 
very  taitcH's  publick,  he  himfelf  owes  all 
the  coniequer.ee  he  has  in  life. 

Thofe  originals  are  not  fit  for  conver- 
fation :  if  they  would  maintain  the  ad- 
vantage they  hive  gained  by  their  writ- 
ing, they  Should  never  appear  but  upon 
For  my  ;.  Shocked  to 

fin  a  3.  man  have  fubiime  ideas  in  his 
Lead,   and  nothing  but  illiberal  fenti. 


ments  in  his  heart.  The  human  foul  will 
be  generally  found  moif  defective  in  the 
article  of  candour.  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  no  mind  was  ever  wholly  exempt 
from  envy ;  which,  perhaps,  may  have 
been  implanted  as  an  inibnct  eflential  to 
our  nature.  I  am  afraid  we  fometimes 
palliate  this  vice,  under  the  Ipecious  name 
of  emulation .  i  have  known  a  perlon 
remarkably  generous,  humane,  mode- 
rate, and  apparently  lelf-denying,  who 
co '.ild  not  hear  even  a  friend  commended, 
without  betraying  mark*  of  uneafmeisj 
as  if  that  commendation  had  implied  an 
odious  companion  to  his  prejudice,  and 
every  wreath  of  praife  added  to  the 
other's  character,  was  a  garland  plucked 
from  his  own  temples.  This  is  a  ma- 
lignant Species  of  jealoxify,  of  which  I 
Hand  acquitted  in  my  own  confcience. 
Whether  it  i:>  a  vice  or  an  infirmity,  I 
leave  you  to  enquire. 

There  is  another  point,  which  I  woxild 
much  rather  fee  determined]  whether 
the  world  was  always  as  contemptible  as 
it  appears  to  me  at  prefent  ?  If  the  m<f- 
rals  of  mankind  have  not  contracted  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  depravity  within 
thefe  thirty  years,  then  muft  I  be  in- 
fected with  the  common  vice  of  old  men, 
difficilii,  querulits,  laudator  temporls 
atfi;  or,  which  is  more  probable,  the 
impetuous  purfuits  and  avocations  of 
youth  have  formerly  hindered  me  from 
obferving  thofe  rotten  parts  of  human 
nature,  which  now  appear  ib  offenfively 
to -my  obfervation. 

We  have  been  at  court,  and  'Change, 
and  every  where ;  and  every  where  we 
find  food  for  fpleen,  and  Subject  for  ri  - 
dicule.  My  new  fervant,  Humphry 
Clinker,  turns  out  a  great  original  j  and 
Tabby  is  a  changed  creature.  She  ha» 
parted  \v.ith  Chowder;  and  dees  nothing 
but  finile,  like  Malvolio  in  the  play.  I 
will  be  hanged  if  me  is  not  acting  a  part 
which  is  not  natural  to  her  difpoSittori, 
.  for  feme-  purpofe  which  I  have  not  yet 
difcovered. 

With  refpect  to  the  characters  of  man- 
kind, my  curiofity  is  quite  fatisfied :  I 
have  done  with  the  fcience  of  men,  and 
muft  now  endeavour  to  amufe  myfelf 
with  the  novelty  of  things.  I  am,  at  pre- 
fent, by  a  violent  dnVt  of  the  niind, 
forced  from  my  natural  bids  5  but  this 
power  ceaiing  to  aft,  I  fhall  return  to  my 
folitude  with  redoubled  velocity.  Every 
thing-I  fee,  and  hear,  and  feel,  in  this 
great  refcrvoir  cf  folly,  knavery,  and  ib- 
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phiftication,  contributes  to  enhance  the 
value  of  a  country  life,  in  the  fentiments 
of  yours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
LONDON,  JUNE  2. 


TO  MRS.  MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLE- 
TON-HALL. 

DEAR    MARY   JOKES, 

LADY  Grifkm'sbotler,Mr.  Crumb, 
having  got  Squire  Barton  to  frank 
me  a  kiver,  I  would  not  neglect  to  let  you 
know  how  it  is  with  me,  and  the  reft  of 
the  family. 

I  could  not  rite  by  John  Thomas,  for 
becaufe  he  went  away  in  a  huff,  at  a  mi- 
nute's warning.  He  and  Chowder  could 
not  agree,  and  fo  they  fitt  upon  the  road, 
and  Chowder  bit  his  thumb,  and  he 
fwore  he  would  do  him  a  mifchief,  and 
he  fpoke  faucy  to  miftrefs,  whereby  the 
fquire  turned  him  off  in  gudgeon ;  and  by 
God's  providence,  we  picked  up  another 
footman  called  Umphry  Klinker;  a  good 
fole  as  ever  broke  bread ;  which  mews  that 
a  fcalded  cat  may  prove  a  good  moul'er, 
and  a  hound  be  ftaunch,  thof  he  has  got 
narro  hare  on  his  buttocks ;  but  the 
proudeft  nofe  may  be  bro't  hao'r  to  the 
grine-ftone  by  ficknefs  and  misfortunes. 

O  Molly !  what  (hall  I  fay  of  London  ? 
All  the  towns  that  ever  I  beheld  in  my 
born  days,  are  no  more  than  Welm  bar- 
rows and  crumiecks  to  this  wonderful 
fitty !  Even  Bath  itfelf  is  but  a  fillitch,  in 
the  naam  of  God.  One  would  think 
there's  no  end  of  the  ftreets,  but  the  land's 
end.  Then  there's  i'uch  a  power  of  peo- 
ple, going  hurry  fcurry !  Such  a  racket 
of  coxes !  Such  a  noife,  and  haliballoo ! 
So  many  ftrange  fites  to  be  feen  !  O  gra- 
cious !  My  poor  Welm  brain  has  been 
fpirming  like  a  top  ever  fmce  I  came  hither ! 
And  I  have  feen  the  park,  and  the  paleafs 
of  Saint  Gimfes,  and  the  king's  and  the 
tuieen'smagifterial  purling,  and  the  fweet 
young  princes,  and  the  hillyfents,  and 
pye-bald  afs,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  royal 
Family. 

Laft  week  I  went  with  miftrefs  to  the 
tower,  to  fee  the  crowns  and  wild  beaftis ; 
and  there  was  a  mo,nftracious  lion,  with 
teeth  half  a  quarter  long!  and  a  gentle- 
man bid  me  not  go  near  him,  if  I  wafn't 
a  maid,  being  as  now  he  wgruid  roar,  and 
tear,  and  play  the  dickins.  Now  I  had 
no  mind  to  go  near  him;  for  I  cannot 
abide  fuch  dangerous  honeymils,  not  I-, 


but  miftrefs  would  go;  and  the  bea4 
kept  filch  a  roaring  and  bouncing,  that 
I  tho't  he  would  a  broke  his  cage  and  de- 
voured us  all ;  and  the  gentleman  Uttered 
forfooth ;  but  I'll  go  to  death  upon  it,  t 
will,  that  my  lady  is  as  good  anrchin  as 
the  child  unborn ;  and  therefore,  either  the 
gentleman  told  a  fib,  or  the  lion  oft  to  ba 
fet  in  the  ftocks  for  bearing  falfe  witnefs 
again  his  neighbour;  for  the  command- 
ment fayeth,  Thou  Jh alt  not  bear  falfe 
tvitnefs  again  thy  neighbour. 

I  was  afterwards  of  a  party  at  Sadler's 
Wells,  where  I  faw  fuch  tumbling  and 
dancing  upon  ropes  and  wires,  that  I  was 
frightened,  and  ready  to  go  into  a  fit.  I 
tho't  it  was  all  inchantment;  and,  believ- 
ing myfelf  bewitched,  began  for  to  cry. 
You  knows  as  how  the  witches  in  Wales 
fly  upor,  broom-fticks ;  but  here  was  fly- 
ing without  any  broom-ftick,  or  thing  in 
the  varfal  world,  and  firing  of  piftols  in 
the  air,  and  blowing  of  trumpets,  and 
fwinging,  and  rolling  of  wheel -barrows 
upon  a  wire,  (God  blefs  us ! )  no  thicker 
than  a  fewing- thread;  that,  to  be  fure, 
they  mull  deal  with  the  devil !  A  fine 
gentleman,  with  a  pig's  tail,  and  a  golden 
ford  by  his  fide,  came  to  comfit  me,  and 
offered  for  to  treat  me  with  a  pint  of  wind ; 
but  I  would  not  ftay ;  and  fo,  in  going 
through  the  dark  palfage,  he  began  to 
(hew  his  cloven  futt,  and  went  for  to  be 
rude :  my  fellow  farvant,  Umpry  Klinker, 
bid  him  be  fivil,  and  he  gave  the  young 
man  adowfe  in  the  chops ;  but,  I  fackins, 
Mr.  Klinker  wa'n't  long  in  his  debt : 
with  a  good  oaken  fapling  he  dufted  hit 
doublet,  for  all  his  golden  cheefe  toafter  | 
and,  fipping  me  under  his  arm,  carried 
me  huom,  I  nofe  not  how,  being  I  was? 
in  fuch  a  miftration.  But,  thank  God ! 
I'm  now  vaned  from  all  fuch  vanities  j 
for  what  are  all  thofe  rarities  and  vaga- 
ries to  the  glories  that  fhall  be  revealed 
hereafter?  O  Molly!  let  not  your  poor 
heart  be  puffed  up  with  ranity. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  I 
have  had  my  hair  cut  and  pippertd,  and 
finged,  and  bolftercd,  and  buckled,  in  the 
ntweft  fafhion,  by  a  French  freeaer. 
Parity  vmu  trancty-^-Vtt  madmanftll. 
I  now  carries  my  head  higher  than  arrow 
private  gentlewoman  of  Vales.  Laft 
night  coming  huom  from  the  meeting,  I 
was  taken  by  lamp-light  for  an  iminent 
poulterer's  daughter,  a  great  beauty.  But 
as  I  was  faying,  this  is  all  vanity  and 
vexation  of  fpint.  Theplenfures  of  Lon- 
don are  no  better  than  four  whey  and 
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if'Aie  cyder,  when  compared  to  the  joys 
of  the  new  Geruialem. 

Dear  Mary  Jones  !  An  pleafe  God, 
when  I  return,  I'll  bring  you  a  new  cap, 
with  a  turkey-fhell  coom,  and  a  pyehoufe 
i'ermon,  that  was  preached  in  the  Taber- 
nacle ;  and  I  pray  of  all  love,  you  will 
mind  your  vriting  and  your  ipilling;  for, 
craving  your  pardon,  Molly,  it  made 
me  fuet  to  diffypher  your  laft  fcrabble, 
which  was  delivered  by  the  hind  at  Bath. 
O,  voman!  voman!  if  thou  had' ft  but 
the  leaft  confumption  of  what  pleafure 
we  fcullers  have,  when  we  can  cunftcr 
the  crabbidft  buck  offhand,  and  (pell  the 
ethnitch  vords  without  lucking  at  the 
primmer.  As  for  Mr.  Klinker,  he  is  qua- 
lified to  be  clerk  to  a  parifh.  But  I'll  fay 
no  more.  Remember  me  to  Saul.  Poor 
fole !  it  goes  to  my  hart  to  think  (he  don't 
yet  know  her  letters.  But  all  in  God's 
good  time.  It  (hall  go  hard,  but  I  will 
bring  her  the  ABC  in  ginger-bread ; 
and  that,  you  nofe,  will  be  learning  to 
her  tafte. 

Mittrefs  fays,  we  are  going  a  long  gur- 
ney  to  the  North ;  but,  go  where  we  will, 
I  (hall  ever  be,  dear  Mary  Jones,  yours 
with  true  infection, 

WIN.  JENKINS. 
LON  DON,  JUNE  3. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DFAR  WAT, 

I  Mentioned  in  my  laft,  my  ur.cle's  de- 
fign  of  going  tp  the  Duke  of  N 's 

lever ;  which  defign  has  been  .executed 
accordingly.  His  grace  has  been  fo  long 
accuftomed  to  this  kind  of  homage,  that 
though  the  place  he  now  fills  does  not  im  • 
ply  the  tenth  part  of  the  influence  which 
he  exerted  in  his  former  office,  he  has 
given  his  friends  to  underftand,  that  they 
cannot  oblige  him  in  any  thing  more  than 
in  contributing  to  rapport  the  fhadow 
of  that  power,  which  he  no  longer  re- 
tains in  fnbftance;  and  therefore  he  has 
ftill'public'k  dnys,  on  which  they  appear 
at  his  levee. 

My  uncle  and  I  went  thither  with  Mr. 
Barton,  who,  being  one  of  the  duke's 
adherents,  under  took  to  be  our  i  ntroducer. 
The  room  was  pretty  well  filled  with  peo- 
ple, in  a  great  vruiety  of  drefs ;  but  there 
•cvas  no  more  thr.ii  one  gown  and  caffock, 
though  I  was  loid  his  grace  had,  while 
he  v/as'miniiur,  preferred  alrnoft  every 


individual  that  now  filled  the  bench  of 
bifhops  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  but,  in 
all  probability,  the  gratitude  of  the  clergy 
is  like  their  charity,  which  fhuns  the 
light.  Mr.  Barton  was  immediately  ac- 
cofted  by  a  perfon  well  ftricken  in  years, 
tall,  and  raw-boned,  with  a  hook-nofe, 
and  an  arch  leer,  that  indicated,  at  leatr, 
as  much  cunning  as  fagacity.  Our  con- 
ductor faluted  him  by  the  name  of  Cap- 
tain C ,  and  afterwards  informed  us 

he  was  a  man  of  ihrewd  parts,  whom  the, 
government  occafionally  employed  in  ie- 
cretfervices.  But  I  have  had  the  hiftory  of 
him  more  at  large  from  another  quarter. 
He  had  been,  many  years  ago,  concerned 
in  fraudulent  practices,  as  a  merchant  in 
France ;  and  being  convi£\ed  of  fome  of 
them ,  was  Cent  to  the  gal'iies,  from  whence 
he  was  delivered  by  the  intereft  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Ormond,  to  whom  he  had  iv- 
commended  hirhielf  in  a  letter,  as  his 
namefake  and  relation.  He  was,  in  the 
fequel,  employed  by  our  miniftryas  afpy; 
and,  in  the  war  of  1740,  traverled  all 
Spain,  as  well  as  France,  in  the  difguile  of 
a  capuchin,  at  the  extreme  hazard  of  his 
life,  in  as  much  as  the  court  of  Madrid 
had  a-Shially  got  fcentof  him,  and  given 
orders  to  apprehend,  him  at  St.  Sebaiti- 
an's,  from  whence  he  had  fortunately  re- 
tired but  a  few  hours  before  the  order 
arrived.  This  and  other  hair- breadth 
efcapes  he  pleaded  fo  effectually  as  a  merit 
with  the  Englifli  miniftry,  that  they  al- 
lowed him  a  comfortable  penf:on,  which 
he  now  enjoys  in  hi.s  old  age.  He  has  ftill 
accefs  to  all  the  mimfters,  and  is  faid  to 
be  confulted  by  them  on  many  fubiecls, 
as  a  man  of  uncommon  underftanding 
and  great  experience.  He  is,  in  fa51,  a 
fellow  of  fome  parts  and  invincible  af- 
furance ;  and,  in  his  difcourfe,  he  aii a; : :  js 
fuchanairof  felf-fufBciency,  as  may  very 
\vcll  impoie  upon  fome  of  the  lhallow  po- 
liticians, who  now  labour  at  the  helm  of 
adminiftration.  But,  if  he  is  not  belied, 
this  is  not  the  only  impoihire  of  which, 
he  is  guilty.  They  fay,  he  is  at  bottom 
not  only  a  Roman  catholick,  but  really 
a  prieft ;  and  while  he  pretends  to  dilclolb 
to  our  ftate-pilots  all  the  fprings  that 
move  the  cabinet  of  Verfailles,  he  is  actu- 
ally picking  up  intelligence  for  the  ftrvice 
of  the  French  minifter.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
Captain  C  entered  into  converfation, 

with  us  in  the  nioft  familiar  manner,  and 
Treated  the  duke's  character  without  any 
crrjinony.  '  This*viie-ucre,"  laid  he,  '  is  . 
'  ft!  11  3-bed;  and,  TthiuK,  tbeWt 
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he  can  do  is  to  fleep  on  till  Chriftmas  ; 
for,  when  he  gets  up,  he  does  nothing 
but  expofe  his  own  folly.  Since  Gran- 
ville  was  turned  out,  there  has  been  no 
minifter  in  this  nation  worth  the  meal 
that  whitened  .his  periwig.     They  are 
fo  ignorant,  they  icarce  know  a  crab 
from  a  cauliflower :  and  then  they  are 
fuch  dunces,  that  there's  no  making 
them  comprehend  the  plaineft  propo- 
fition.     In  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
this  poor  half-witted  creature  told  me, 
in  a  great  fright,  that  thirty  thoufand 
French  had  marched  from  Acadia  to 
Cape  Breton.    "  Where  did  they  find 
tranfports?1'  faid  I.    "  Tranfports !" 
cried  he ;  (.(  I  tell  you  they  marched  by 
land." — "  By  land  to  the  ifland  of 
Cape  Breton?"—"  What!    is  Cape 
Breton  an  ifland  ?" — "  Certainly."—* 
Ha!  are  you  fure  of  that?"     When  I 
pointed  it  out  in  the  map,  he  examin- 
ed it  earneftly  with  his  fpe&acles;  then 
taking   me   in   his  arms — "  My  dear, 

"  C !"  cried  he,  "  you  always  bring 

"  us  good  news.  Egad,  I'll  go  direcHy, 
"  and  tell  the  king  that  Cape  Breton  is 
"  an  ifland." 

He  feemed  difpofed  to  entertain  us  with 
more  anecdotes  of  this  nature,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  grace,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  arrival  of  the  Algerine  am- 
baflador ;  a  venerable  Turk,  with  a  long 
white  beard,  attended  by  his  dragoman, 
or  interpreter,  and  another  officer  of  his 
houfhold  who  had  got  no  ilockings  to  his 
legs.    Captain  C— —  immediately  fpoke 
with  an  air  of  authority  to  a  fervant  in 
waiting ,  bidding  him  go  and  tell  the  duke 
to  rile,  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  com- 
pany come,  and,  among  others,  the  am- 
baflador  from  Algiers.   Then  turning  to 
iis — '  This  poor  Turk,'  faid  he,  '  not- 
withftanding  his  grey  beard,  is  a  green- 
horn. He  has  been  feveral  years  refident 
in  London,  and  ftill  is  ignorant  of  our 
political  revolutions.     This  vilit  is  in- 
tended for  the  prime  minifter  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  you'll  lee  how  this  wife  duke 
will  receive  it  as  a  mark  of  attachment 
.  to  his  own  perfon.'     Certain  it  is,  the 
duke  leemed  eager  to  acknowledge  the 
compliment.     A  door  opening,  he  fud- 
denly  bolted  out,  with  a  (having-cloth 
under  his  chin,  his  face  frothed  up  to  the 
eyes  with  foap  lather ;  and,  running  up 
to  the  ambarTador,  grinned  horribly  in  his 
face.  '  My  clear  Mahomtf,'  1'uid  he, 'God 
4  lovi  your  long  be;uxl!  1  hope  the  dey 


'  will  make  you  a  horfe-tail  at  the  next 
'  promotion,  ha,  ha,  ha !  Have  but  a  mo- 
'  ment's  patience,  and  I'll  lend  to  you  in 
'  a  twinkling.'  So  faying,  he  retreated 
into  his  den,  leaving  the  Turk  in  fome 
confufion.  After  a  fhort  paufe,  however, 
he  laid  fomething  to  his  interpreter,  the 
meaning  of  which  I  had  great  curiofity 
to  know,  as  he  turned  up  his  eyes  while 
he  fpoke,  expreflmg  aftonifhment,  mixed 
with  devotion.  We  were  gratified  by 
means  of  the  communicative  Captain 
C  ,  who  converfed  with  die  drago- 
man, as  an  old  acquaintance.  Ibrahim, 
the  ambaflador,  who  had  miftaken  his 
grace  for  theminifter's  fool,wasnolboner 
undeceived  by  the  interpreter,  than  he  ex- 
claimed to  this  efFeft — '  Holy  prophet !  I 
do  not  wonder  that  this  nation  profpers, 
feeing  it  is  governed  by  the  counfel  of 
ideots  ;  a  feries  of  men,  whom  all  good 
MurTulmen  revere  as  the  organs  of  im- 
mediate infpiration!'  Ibrahim  was  fa- 
voured with  a  particular  audience  of 
mort  duration;  after  which  the  duke  con- 
dueled  him  to  the  door,  and  then  returned 
to  diffufe  his  gracious  looks  among  the 
crowd  of  his  wormippers. 

As  Mr.  Barton  advanced  to  prefent  me 

to  his  grace,  it  was  my  fortune  to  attract 

his  notice  before  I  was  announced.    He 

forthwith  met  me  more  than  half  way, 

and,  feizing  me  by  the  hand—'  My  dear 

Sir  Francis  !'  cried  he, '  this  is  fo  kind— 

I  vow  to  Gad !  I  am  fo  obliged— Such 

attention  to  a  poor  broken  miniiter— 

Wei!,  pray,  when  does  your  excellency 

fet  lail  ?    For  God's  fake,  have  a  care 

of  your  health,  and  eat  ftewed  prunes 

in  the  paflage.    Next  to  your  own  prc- 

ciotis  health,  pray,  my  dear  excellency, 

take  care  of  the  Five  Nations — Our 

good  friends  the  Five  Nations — The 

Toryrories,theMaccolmacks,theOut- 

o'theways,  the  Crickets,  and  thcKick- 

fliaws.  Let'em  have  plenty  of  blankets, 

and  Itinkubus,    and    wampum;    and 

your  excellency  won't  fail  to  fcour  the 

kettle,  and  bcil  the  chain,  and  bury  the 

tree,  and  plant  the  hatchet.     Ha,  ha, 

ha!'    When  he  had  uttered  this  rhap- 

fody,  with  his  ufual  precipitation,  Mr. 

Barton  pave  him  to  underhand,  that  I  was 

neilher  Sir  Francis,  nor  St.  Francis,  but 

fimply  Mr.  Mel  ford,  nephew  to   Mr. 

Bramble;  who,  rtepping  forward,  made 

his  bow  at  the  fame  time.  *Odfo!  no  more 

'  it  is  Sir  Francis,'  laid  this  wile  ftatef- 

nun.  '  Mr.  Melford,  I'm  ghJ  to  lie  you. 
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I  fent  you  an  engineer  to  fortify  your 
dock.  Mr.  Bramble — your  fervant, 
Mr.  Bramble.  How  d'ye,  good  Mr. 
Bramble?  Your  nephew  is  a  pretty 
young  fellow — Faith  and  troth,  a  very 
pretty  fellow'.  His  father  is  my  old 
friend  and  companion :  how  does  he 
hold  it  ?  Still  troubled  with  that  damn'd 
diforder,  ha  ?' — «  No,  my  lord,'  replied 
my  uncle,  «  all  his  troubles  are  over. 
He  has  been  dead  thefe  fifteen  years.' — 
Dead  !  how — Yes,  faith !  now  I  re- 
member: he  is  dead, fure enough.  Well, 
and  how — does  the  young  gentleman 
ftand  for  Haverford  Weft?  or— a— 
what  d'ye — My  dear  Mr.  Milfordha- 
ven,  I'll  do  you  all  the  fervice  in  my 
power;  I  hope  I  have  fome  credit 
left.'  My  uncle  then  gave  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  I  was  ftill  a  minor ;  and 
that  we  had  no  intention  to  trouble  him 
at  prefent,  for  any  favour  whatfoever. 
*  I  came  hither  with  my  nephew,'  added 
he,  '  to  pay  our  refpects  to  your  grace; 
and  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  his  views 
and  mine  are  at  leaft  as  difmterefted  as 
thofe  of  any  individual  in  this,  aflem- 
bly.'— •'  My  dear  Mr.  Bramblebeny! 
you  do  me  infinite  honour.  I  mall  al- 
ways rejoice  to  fee  you  and  your  hope- 
ful nephew,  Mr.  Milfordhaven.  My 
credit,  inch  as  it  is,  you  may  command. 
I  wim  we  had  more  friends  of  your 
kidney.' 
Then  turning  to  Captain  C— — , '  Ha, 

C— — ,'  faid  he, '  what  news,  C ? 

How  does  the  world  wag  ?  ha ! ' — '  The 
world  wags  much  after  the  old  fafhion, 
my  lord,'  anfwered  the  captain  :  '  the 
politicians  of  London  and  Weftminfter 
have  begun  again  to  wag  their  tongues 
againft  your  grace;  and  your  mort- lived 
popularity  wags  like  a  feather,  which/ 
the  next  puffof  antiminifterial  calumny 
will  blow  away.' — '  A  pack  of  rafcals,' 
ried  the  duke;  '  Tories,  Jacobites,  rebels ! 
one  half  of  them  would  wag  their  heels 
at  Tyburn,  if  they  had  their  deferts.' 
So  faying,  he  wheeled  about;  and,  going 
round  the  levee,  fpoketo  every  individual, 
with  the  mod  courteous  familiarity;  but 
he  fcarce  ever  opened  his  mouth  without 
making  fome  blunder,  in  relation  to  the 
perfon  or  bufmefs  of  the  party  with  whom 
heconverfed ;  fo  that  he  really  looked  like 
a  comedian,  hired  to  burlefque  the  cha- 
racter of  a  minifter.     At  length,  a  perfon 
of  a  very  prepoffemng  appearance  coming 
in,  his  grace  ran  up,  and,  hugging  him  in 
his  arms,  with  the  appellation  of—-'  My 


'  dear  Ch— —  '.' led  him  forth  into  the 
inner  apartment,  or  Santlum  Sanflorum 
of  his  political  temple.  '  That,'  faid 
Captain  C— — ,  '  is  my  friend  C— — 
'  T  — — ,  almoft  the  orly  man  of  parts 

*  who  has  any  concern  in  the  prefent  ad- 

*  miniftration.     Indeed,  he  would  have 
'  no  concern  at  all  in  the  matter,  if  the 

*  miniftry  did  not  find  it  abfolutely  ne- 
'  ceffary  to  make  uie  of  his  talents  upon 

*  fome  particular  occafions.     As  for  the 
./  common  bufmefs  of  the  nation,  it  is 

'  carried  on  in  a  conftant  routine,  by  the 
'  clerks  of  the  different  offices,  otherwife 
'  the  wheels  of  government  would  be 

*  wholly  flopped  amidft  the  abrupt  fuc- 
'  ceflion  of  minifters,  every  one  more  ig- 

*  norantthanhispredeceflbr.  I  am  think - 
c  ing  what  a  fine  hovel  we  mould  be  in,  if 
'  all  the  clerks  of  the  treafury,  of  the  fe- 
c  cretaries,  the  war-office,  and  the  admi- 
'  ralty,  fhould  take  it  in  their  heads  to 

*  throw  xip  their  places  in  imitation  of 
'  the  great  penfioner.      But,  to  return 

*  to  C— —  T— — ;  he  certainly  knows 

*  more  than  all  the  miniftry  and  all  the 

*  oppofition,  if  their  heads  were  laid  to- 

*  gether,  and  talks  like  an  angel  on  a  vail 
'  variety  of  fubjects.     He  would  really 
'be  a  great  man,  if  he  had  any  confift- 
'  ency  or  liability  of  character.    Then, 

*  it  muft  be  owned,  he  wants  courage, 
'  otherwife  he  would  never  allow  hinuelf 
f  to  be  cowed  by  the  great  political  bully, 
'  for  whofe  underftanding  he  has  juftly 
'  a  very  great  contempt.  I  have  feen  him 
'  as   much  afraid  of  that  overbearing 
'  Hector,  as  ever  fchool-boy  was  of  his 

*  pedagogue;    and  yet  this  Hector,   I 
'  fhrewdly  fufpect,  is  no  more  than  a 

*  craven  at  bottom.    Beiides  this  defect, 
'  C          has  another,  which  he  is  at  too 
'  little  pains  to  hide.     There's  no  faith 
1  to  be  given  to  his  affertions,  and  no 

*  truft  to  be  put  in  his  promifes.    How- 
'  ever,  to  give  the  devil  his  due,  he  is 
«  very  good-natured;  and  even  friendly 
'  when  clofe  urged  in  the  way  of  fblici- 
'  tation.     As  for  principle,  that's  out 
'  of  the  queftion.    In  a  word,  he's  a  wit 

*  and  an   orator,  extremely  entertain- 

*  ing;  and  he  fhines  very  often  at  the  ex- 
'  pence  even  of  thofe  minifters  to  whom 

*  he  is  a  retainer.     This  is  a  mark  of 

*  great   imprudence,   by  which  he  has 
'  made  them  all  his  enemies,  whatever 
'  face  they  may  put  upon  the  mattter; 
'  and,  fooner  or  later,  he'll  have  caufe  to 

*  wifli  he  had  been  able  to  keep  his  own 
'  counfel.   I  have  feveral  timcs.cautioned 

I  »  '  him 
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*  him  on  this  fubject;  but 'tis  all  preach  - 

*  ing  to  the  defart.  His  vanity  runs  away 
'  with  his  difcretion.'     I  could  not  help 
ihhiking  the  captain  himfelf  might  have 
been  the  better  for  fome  hints  of  the  fame 
r.  1:1:10.     His  panegyric,  excluding  prin- 
<  iple  and  veracity,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
tontett  I  once  over-heard  in  the  way  of 
altercation,  betwixt  two  apple -women  in 
Spring  Garden.     One  of  thofe  viragos 
having  hinted  fomething  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  other's  moral  character,  her  anta- 
gonift,  fetting   her  hands  in  her  fides, 
replied — '  Speak  out,  huffy !  I  fcorn  your 

malice — I  own  I'm  both  a  whore  and 
a  thief  j  arid  what  more  have  you  to 
fay  ?  Damn  you,  what  more  have  you 
to  fay  ?  Bating  that,  which  all  the  world 
knows,  I  challenge  you  to  fay  black  is 
the  •white  of  nay  eye.     We  did  not  wait 
for.Mr.  T*— 's  coming  forth;  but  after 
Captain  C— —  had  characterized  all  the 
originals  in  waiting,  we  adjourned  to  a 
coffee-houfe,  where  we  had  buttered  muf- 
fins and  tea  to  breakfaft,  the  faid  captain 
Hill  favouring  us  with  his  company.  Nay, 
my  uncle  was  fo  diverted  with  his  anec- 
dotes, that  he  alked  him  to  dinner,  and 
treated  him  with  a  fine  turbot,  to  which 
he  did  ample  juftice.   That  fame  evening 
I  ipent  at  the  tavern  with  fbme  friends, 
one  of  whom  let  me  into  C— — 's  cha- 
racter, which  Mr.  Bramble  no  fooner  un-r 
derftood,  than  he  exprefled  fome  concern 
for  the  connexion   he  had  made,  and  re- 
i'clved  to  diiengage  himfelf  from  it  with- 
out ceremony. 

We  are  become  members  of  the  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Arts,  and 
have  affiited  at  fome  of  their  deliberations, 
which  were  conducted  with  equal  fpirit 
and  iagacity.  My  uncle  is  extremely  fond 
of  the  inftitution,  which  will  certainly  be 
productive  of  great  advantages  to  the  pub- 
lick,  if,  from  it's  democratical  form,  it 
tlocs  not  degenerate  into  cabal  and  cor- 
ruption. You  are  already  acquainted  with 
his  nverfion  to  the  influence  of  .the  mul- 
titude, which,  he  affirms,  is  incompatible 
with  excellence,  and  fubverfrve  of  or- 
fler.  Indeed,  his  deteftation  of  the  mob 
has  been  heightened  by  fear,  ever  fince 
lit  fainted  in  the  room  at  Bath ;  and  this. 
SpprehenCon  has  prevented  him  from  go- 
ing to  the  Little  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  and  other  places  of  entertainment, 
to  which,  however,  I  have  had  the  hpnour 
to  attend  the  ladies. 

It  grates  old  Squaretoes  to  reflect,  that 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  enjoy  even  the 


moft  elegant  diverfions  of  the  capital, 
without  the  participation  of  the  vulgar; 
for  they  now  thruit  themfelves  into  all 
affemblies  from  a  ridotto  at  St.  James's  to 
a  hop  at  Rotherhithe. 

I  have  lately  feen  our  old  acquaintance 
Dick  Ivy,  who  we  imagined  had  died  of 
dram-drinking;  hut  he  is  lately  e.nerged 
from  the  Fleet,  by  means  of  a  pamphlet 
which  he  wrote  and  puhlifhed  againlt  the 
government  with  fome  fuccefs.  The  fale 
of  this  performance  enabled  him  to  appear 
in  clean  linen,  and  he  is  now  going  about 
foliciting  fubfcriptions  for  his  poems ;  but 
his  breeches  are  not  yet  in  the  moft  decent 
order. 

Dick  certainly  deferves  fome  counte- 
nance for  his  intrepidity  and  perfeverance, 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  difappointment, 
nor  even  of  damnation,  to  drive  him  to 
delpair.  After  fome  unfuccefsful  eflays, 
in  the  way  of  poelry,  he  commenced 
brandy-merchant,  and  I  believe  his  whole 
flock  ran  out  through  his  own  bowels ; 
then  he  conforted  with  a  milk-woman, 
who  kept  a  cellar  in  Petty  France:  but  Jie. 
could  not  make  his  quarters  good;  he  was 
di  {lodged  and  driven  up  flairs  into  the 
kennel  by  a  corporal  in  the  fecond  regi- 
ment of  foot-guards.  He  was  afterwards 
the  laureat  of  Blackfriars,  from  whence 
there  was  a  natural  tranfition  to  the  Fleet. 
As  he  had  formerly  mifcarried  in  pane- 
gyric, he  now  turned  'his  thoughts  to 
latire,  and  really  feems  to  have  fome  ta- 
lent for  abufe.  If  he  can  hold  out  till  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament,  and  be  prepar- 
ed for  another  charge,  in  all  probability 
Dick  will  mount  the  pillory,  or  obtain  a 
penfion,  in  either  of  which  events  his 
fortune  will  bemade.  Mean  while  he  has 
acquired  fome  degree  of  confideration  with 
the  refpectable  writers  of  the  age;  r»id  as 
I  have  fubfcribed  for  his  works,  he  did 
me  the  favour  the  other  night  to  introduce 
me  to  a  fociety  of  thofe  geniufes ;  but  I 
found  them  exceedingly  formal  and  re- 
ferved.  They  feemed  afraid  and  jealous 
of  one  another,  and  fat  in  a  ftate  of  mu- 
tual repulfion,  like  fo  many  particles  of 
vapour,  each  furrounded  by  it's  own 
electrified  atmofphere.  Dick,  who  has 
more  vivacity  than  judgment,  tried  more 
than  once  to  enliven  the  converfation; 
fometimes  making  an  effort  at  wit,  fome- 
times  letting  off  a  pun,  and  fometimes  dif- 
charging  a  conundrum;  nay,  at  length  he 
frarted  adifpute  upon  the  hackneyed  com- 
parifon  betwixt  blank  verfe  and  rhyme, 
and  the  profeffors  opened  with  great  cla- 

rnou'rj 


HUMPHRY   CLINKER. 


mour;  but,  inflead  of  keeping  to  the  fub- 
ie£l,  they  launched  out  into  tedious  dif- 
fertations  on  the  poetry  of  the  ancients; 
and  one  of  them,  who  had  been  a  Ichool- 
mafter,  dif  played  his  whole  knowledge  of 
proi'o  iy,  gleaned  from  Difputer  and  Rud- 
diman.  At  laft,  I  ventured  to  fay,  I  did 
not  fee  how  the  lubject  in  queftioacould 
be  at  all  elucidated  by  the  practice  of  the 
ancients,  who  certainly  had  neither  blank 
verfe  nor  rhyme  in  their  poems,  which 
were  meafured  by  feet,  whereas  ours  are 
reckoned  by  the  number  of  fyllables. 
This  remark  feemed  to  give  umbrage 
to  the  pedant,  who  forthwith  involved 
himfelf  in  a  cloud  of  Greek  and  Latin 
quotations,  which  nobody  attempted  to 
difpel.  A  confuted  hum  of  infipid  cb- 
fervations  and  comments  enfued;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  I  never  paffed  a  duller 
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evening  in  my  life.  Yet,  witllout  all 
doubt,  fome  of  them  were  men  of  learn- 
ing, wit,  and  ingenuity.  As  they  are 
afraid  of  making  free  w7tl\  one  another, 
they  mould  bring  each  his  butt,  or  wliet- 
ftone,  along  with  him,  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  company.  My  nncie  lays, 
he  never  defires  to  meet  with  more  than 
one  wit  at  a  time.  One  wit,  like  a 
knuckle  of  ham  in  i'oup,  gives  a  zeft  and 
flavour  to  the  dim ;  but  more  than  one 
ferves  only  to  fpoil  the  pottage.  And  now 
I  am  afraid  I  have  given  you  an  uncon- 
fcionable  mefs,  without  any  flavour  at  all ; 
for  which,  I  fuppofe,  you  will  beftow 
your  benedictions  upon  your  friend  and 
lervant, 

J.MELFOS.D. 
LONDON,  JUNE  5. 
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TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

DEAR   LEWIS, 

r*s     ^*>    O  U  R  fable  of  the  monkey 
<f  3*  and  the  pig,  is  what  the 

j*     Y  <T     Italians  call  ben  tro<vata: 
£  \  but  I  (hall  not  repeat  it  to 

••a* *•&*  my  apothecary,  who  is  a 
proud  Scotchman,  very 
thin  fkinned,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  may 
have  his  degree  in  his  "pocket.  A  right 
Scotchman  has  always  two  Itrings  to  his 
bow,  and  is  in  utrumque  paratus.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  I  have  not  efcaped  a  fcouring; 
but,  I  believe,  by  means  of  that  fcouring, 
I  have  efcaped  fomething  worfe,  perhaps 
a  tedious  fit  of  the  gout  or  rheumatifm  ; 
for  my  appetite  began  to  flagg,  and  I  had 
certain  croakings  in  the  bowels,  which 
boded  me  no  good.  Nay,  I  am  not  yet 
quite  free  of  thefe  remembrances,  which 
warn  me  to  be  gone  from  this  centre  of 
infection. 

What  temptation  can  a  man  of  my  turn 
and  temperament  have,  to  live  in  a  place 
where  every  corner  teems  with  frefh  ob- 
jects of  deteftation  and  difguft  ?  What 
kind  of  tafte  and  organs  muft  thofe  peo- 
ple have,  who  really  prefer  the  adulterate 
enjoyments  of  the  town  to  the  genuine 
pleasures  of  a  country  retreat  ?  M> 
pie,  I  know,  are  originally  feduced  by  va- 
nity, ambition,  and  childifh  curio. ity 
which  cannot  be  gratified,  but  in  the  bujfy 


haunts  of  men:  but,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
gratification,  their  very  organs  of  fenfe  are 
perverted,  and  they  become  habitually  loft 
to  every  relilh  of  what  is  genuine  and  ex- 
cellent in  it's  own  nature. 

Shall  I  ftate  the  difference  between  my 
town  grievances,  and  my  courttry  com- 
forts ?  At  Brambleton  Hall,  I  have  elbow- 
room  within  doors,  and  breathe  a  clear, 
elaftic,  falutary  air.  I  enjoy  refreshing 
fleep,  which  is  never  difturbed  by  horrid 
noife,  nor  interrupted,  but  in  a  morning 
by  the  fweet  twitter  of  the  martlet  at  my 
window.  I  drink  the  virgin  lymph,  pure 
and  cryftalline  as  it  gufhes  from  the  rock» 
or  the  fparkling  beverage  home-brewed 
from  malt  of  my  own  making}  or  I 
indulge  with  cyder,  which  my  own  or- 
chard affords ;  or  with  claret  of  the  beft 
growth,  imported  for  my  own  ufe,  by  a 
correfpondent  on  whofe  integrity  I  can 
depend :  my  bread  is  fweet  and  nourifh- 
ing,  made  horn  my  own  wheat,  ground 
in  my  own  mill,  and  baked  in  my  own 
oven ;  my  table  is,  in  a  great  meafure, 
furnifhed  from  my  own  ground;  my  five 
year  old  mutton,  fed  on  the  fragrant 
herbage  of  the  mountains,  that  might  vie 
with  venifon  in  j nice  and  flavour;  my  de- 
licious veal,  fattened  with  nothing  but  the 
mother's  milk,  that  fills  the  difh  with 
gravy  ;  my  poultry  from  the  bam  door, 
that  never  knew  confinement,  but  when 
they  were  at  rooft ;  my  rabbits  panting 
from  the  warren  j  my  game  fre/h  fronuhe 
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moors;  my  trout  and  falmon-ftruggline; 
from  the  ftream;  oyflers  from  their  native 
hanks;  and  herrings,  with  other  fea-fifh, 
I  can  eat  in  four  hours  after  they  are 
taken.  My  fallads,  roots,  and  pot-herbs, 
my  own  garden  yields  in  plenty  and  per- 
fection; the  produce  of  the  natural  foil, 
prepared  by  moderate  cultivation.  The 
lame  foil  affords  all  the  different  fruits 
which  England  may  call  her  own,  ib  that 
my  deficit  is  every  day  frefh  -gathered  from 
the  tree ;  mv  daiiy  flows  with  nectarous 
tides  of  milk  and  cream,  from  whence 
we  derive  abundance  of  excellent  butter, 
curds,  and  cheefe;  and  the  reiufe  fattens 
my  pigs,  that  are  deitined  for  hams  and 
bacon.  I  go  to  bed  betimes,  and  rife  with 
the  fun.  I  make  fhift  to  pafs  the  hours 
•without  wearinefs  or  regret;  and  am  not 
deftitute  of  amufements  within  doors, 
when  the  weather  will  not  permit  me  to  go 
abroad.  I  read,  and  chat,  and  play  at 
billiards,  cards,  or  back-gammon.  With- 
out doors,  I  fuperintend  my  farm,  and 
execute  plans  of  improvement,  the  effects 
of  which  I  enjoy  with  unfpeakable  de- 
light. Nordoltakelefs  pieafure  infeeing 
my  tenants  thrive  under  my  aufpices,  and 
the  poor  live  comfortably  by  the  employ- 
ment which  I  provide.  You  know  I  have 
one  or  two  fenfible  friends,  to  whom  I  can 
open  all  my  heart;  a  bleffing  which,  per- 
haps, I  might  have  fought  in  vain  among 
the  crouded  fcenes  of  life :  there  are  a  few- 
others  of  more  humble  parts,  whom  I 
efteem  for  their  integrity ;  and  their  con- 
verfation  I  find  inoffenfive,  though  not 
very  entertaining.  Finally,  I  live  in  the 
midft  of  honeft  men,  and  tiiifty  depend- 
ants, who,  I  flatter  myielf,'  have  a  difin- 
terefted  attachment  to  my  pa-Con.  You 
yourfelf,  my  dear  doctor,  can  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  thefe  afTertions. 

Now  mark  the  contraft  at  London. 
I  am  pent  up  in  frowzy  lodgings,  where 
there  is  not  room  enough  to  fwing  a  cat ; 
and  I  breathe  the  Iteams  of  endlefs  pu- 
trefaction ;  and  thefe  would,  undoubted- 
ly, produce  a  peftilence,  if  they  were  not 
qualified  by  the  grofs  acid  of  fea-coal, 
which  is  itfelf  a  pernicious  nui lance  to 
lungs  of  any  delicacy  of  texture:  but 
even  this  boafted  corrector  cannot  pre- 
vent thofe  languid,  fallow  looks,  that 
diftinguilh  the  inhabitants  of  London 
from  thofe  ruddy  (wains  that  lead  a  coun- 
try life.'  I  go  to  bed  after  midnight, 
jaded  and  reltlefs  from  the  dilfipations  of 
the  day.  I  ftart.  every  hour  from  my 
fleep,  at  the  horrid  noife  of  the  watch- 


men bawling  the  hour  through  every 
ftreet,  and  thundering  at  every  door:  a 
fet  of  ufelefs  fellows,  who  ferve  no  other 
purpoie  but  that  of  disturbing  the  repofe 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  by  five  o'clock  I 
ftart  out  of  bed,  in  coniequence  of  the 
ftill  more  dreadful  alarm  made  by  the 
country  carts,  and  noiiyrufricks  bellow- 
ing— '  ,Green  peafe'  under  my  window. 
If  I  would  drink  water,  I  rauft  quiff  the 
rmukifn  contents  of  an  open  aqueduct, 
expofed  to  all  manner  of  defilement;  or 
fwallowthat  which  comes  from  the  River 
Thames,  impregnated  with  all  the  filth 
of  London  and  Weftminfter.  Human 
excrement  is  the  leaft  offenfive  part  of  the 
concrete,  which  is  compofed  of  all  the 
drugs,  minerals,  and  poifons,  ufed  in 
mechanicks  and  manufacture,  enriched 
with  the  putrefying  carcafes  of  beafts  and 
men ;  and  mixed  with  the  fcourings  of 
all  the  wafh-tubs,  kennels,  and  common 
fewers,  within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

This  is  the  agreeable  potation,  extolled 
by  the  Londoners  as  the  fineft  water  in 
the  univerfe.  As  to  the  intoxicating  po- 
tion fold  for  wine,  it  is  a  vile,  unpalata- 
ble, and  pernicious  fophiftication,  bal- 
derdafhed  with  cyder,  corn-fpirit,  and 
the  juice  of  floes.  In  an  action  at  law, 
laid  againft  a  carman  for  having  ftaved  a 
cafk  of  port,  it  appeared  from  the  evi- 
dence of  the  cooper,  that  there  were  not 
above  five  gallons  of  real  wine  in  the 
whole  pipe,  which  held  above  a  hundred ; 
and  even  that  had  been  brewed  and  adul- 
terated by  the  merchant  at  Oporto.  The 
bread  I  eat  in  London  is  a  deleterious 
pafte,  mixed  up  with  chalk,  alum,  and 
bone-ames;  infipid  to  the  tafte,  and  de- 
ftructive  to  the  conftitution.  The  good 
people  arc  not  ignorant  of  this  adultera- 
tion; but  they  prefer  it  to  wholcfbme 
bread,  bccaufe  it  is  whiter  than  the  meal 
of  corn.  Thus  they  facrifice  their  taite 
and  their  health,  and  the  lives  of  their 
tender  infants,  to  a  mofl  abfurd  gratifica- 
tion of  a  misjudging-eye  ;  and  the  mil- 
ler, or  the  baker,  is  obliged  to  poifon 
them  and  their  families,  in  order  ta  live 
•by  his  profeflkm.  The  famemonfh-ous 
depravity  appears  in  their  vtal,  which  is 
bleached  by  repeated  bleedings,  and  other 
villainous  arts,  till  there  is  not  a  drop  of 
juice  left  in  the  body,  and  the  poor  ani  - 
mal  is  paralytick  before  it  dies :  Ib  void 
of  all  talte,  nourilhment,  and  favour,  that 
a  man  might  dine  as  comfortably  on  a 
white  fricalte  of  kid-lkin  gloves,  or  chip 
hats  from  Leghorn. 

As 
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As  they  have  difcharged  the  natural 
colour  from  their  bread,  their  butchers- 
meat  and  poultry,  their  cutlets,  ragouts, 
fricafees,  apd  fauces  of  all  kinds  j  fo 
they  infill  upon  having  the  complexion  of 
their  pot-herbs  mended,  even  at  the  ha- 
zard of  their  lives.  Perhaps  you  will 
hardly  believe  they  can  be  fo  mad  as  to 
boil  their  greens  with  brafs  halfpence,  in 
order  to  improve  their  colour  ;  and  yet 
nothing  is  more  true.  Indeed,  without 
this  improvement  in  the  colour,  they  have 
no  perfonal  merit.  They  are  produced  in 
an  artificial  foil,  and  tafte  of  nothing  but 
the  dunghills  from  whence  they  fpring. 
My  cabbage,  cauliflower,  and  'fparagus, 
in  the  country,  are  as  much  fuperior  in 
flavour  to  thofe  that  are  fold  in  Covent 
Garden,  as  my  heath  mutton  is  to  that  of 
St.  James's  Market ;  which,  in  fac~r,  is 
neither  lamb  nor  mutton,  but  fomething, 
betwixt  the  two,  gorged  in  the  rank  fens 
of  Lincoln  and  Elfex,  pale,  coarfe,  and 
frowzy.  As  for  the  pork,  it  is  an  abomi- 
nable carnivorous  animal,  fed  with  horfe- 
flefh  and  diftillers  grains;  and  the  poul- 
try is  all  rotten,  in  conlequenqe  of  a  fe- 
ver, occasioned  by  the  infamous  practice 
of  fewing  up  the  gut,  that  they  may  be 
the  fooner  fattened  in  coops,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  cruel  retention. 

Of  the  fifh,  I  need  fay  nothing  in  this 
hot  weather,  but  that  it  comes  fixty,  fe- 
venty,  fourfcore,  and  a  hundred  miles 
by  land-carriage;  a  circumftance  fuffi- 
cient,  without  any  comment,  to  turn  a 
Dutchman's  ftomach,  even  if  his  nofe 
was  not  faluted  in  every  alley  with  the 
fweet  flavour  offre/b  mackarel,  felling  by 
retail.  This  is  not  the  feafon  for  oyfters  ; 
neverthelefs,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  men- 
tion, that  the  right  Colchefter  are  kept 
in  flime-pits,  occafionally  overflowed  by 
the  fea ;  and  that  the  green  colour,  fo 
much  admired  by  the  voluptuaries  of 
this  metropolis,  is  occafioned  by  the  vi- 
triolick  fcum  which  riles  on  the  furface 
of  the  ftagnant  and  {linking  water.  Our 
rabbits  are  bred  and  fed  in  the  poulterer's 
cellar,  where  they  have  neither  air  nor 
exercife,  confequently  they  muft  be  firm 
in  flefh,  and  delicious  in  flavour;  and 
there  is  no  game  to  be  had  for  love  or 
money. 

It  mutt  be  owned,  that  Covent  Garden 
affords  ibme  good  fruit;  which,  how- 
ever, is  always  engroffed  by  a  few  indi- 
viduals of  overgrown  fortune,  at  an  ex- 
orbitant price  ;  fo  that  little  elfe  than  the 
of  the  market  falls  to  the  fhare  of 


the  community ;  and  that  !s  distributed 
by  fuch  filthy  hands  as  I  cannot  look  at 
without  loathing.  It  was  but  yefterday 
that  I  faw  a  dirty  barrow-bunter  in  the 
ftreet,  cleaning  her  dufly  fruit  with  her 
ownfpittl'e;  and  who  knows  but  fome 
fine  lady  of  St.  James's  parifh  might  ad- 
mit into  her  delicate  mouth  thole  very 
cherries,  which  had  been  rolled  and 
moiftened  between  the  filthy,  and,  per- 
haps, ulcerated  chops  of  a  St.  Giles's 
huckfter.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  pal- 
lid, contaminated  mam,  which  they  call 
ftrawberries ;  foiled  and  tofled  by  grealy 
paws  through  twenty  balkets  crafted  with 
dirt ;  and  then  prefented  with  the  worft 
milk,  thickened  with  the  worft  flower, 
into  a  bad  likenefs  of  cream :  but  the 
milk  itfelf  mould  not  pals  unanah'zed, 
the  produce  of  faded  cabbage-leaves  and 
four  draff,  lowered  with  hot  water,  froth- 
ed with  bruifed  mails,  carried  through 
the  ftreets  in  open  pails,  expofed  to  foul 
rinllngs  difcharged  from  doors  and  win- 
dows, fpittle,  fnot,  and  tobacco  -  quids, 
from  foot-paffengers ;  overflowings  from 
mud -carts,  fpatterings  from  coach - 
wheels,  dirt  and  trafh  chucked  into  it  by 
roguifh  boys  for  the  joke's -fake;  the 
fpewings  of  infants,  who  have  flabbered 
in  the  tin-meafure,  which  is  thrown  back 
in  that  condition  among  the  milk,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  next  cuilomer;  and, 
finally,  the  vermin  that  drops  from  the 
rags  of  the  nafty  drab  that  vends  this 
precious  mixture,  under  the  refpe6lable 
denomination  of  milk-maid. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  catalogue  of  Lon- 
don dainties  with  that  table-beery  guilt- 
lefs  of  hops  and  malt,  vapid  and  nau- 
feous ;  much  fitter  to  facilitate  the  opera- 
tion of  a  vomit,  than  to  quench  third  and 
promote  digeftion ;  the  tallowey  rancid 
mafs  called  butter,  manufactured  with 
candle-greafe  and  kitchen-fluff;  and  their 
frefh  eggs,  imported  from  France  and 
Scotland.  Now,  all  thefe  en6rmities 
might  he  remedied  with  a  very  little  at- 
tention to  the  article  of  police,  or  civil 
regulation ;  but  the  wife  patriots  of  Lon- 
don have  taken  it  into  their  heads,  that 
all  regulation  is  inconfiftent  with  liberty  ; 
and  that  eveiy  man  ought  to  live  in  his 
own  way,  without  reltraint.  Nay,  as 
there  is  not  fenfe  enough  left  among 
them  to  be  difcompofed  by  the  nuifances 
I  have  mentioned,  they  may,  for  aught 
I  care,  wallow  in  the  mire  of  their  own 
pollution. 

A  companionable  man  willj  undoubt- 
K  odly, 
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eclly,  put  up  with  many  inconveniencies 
for  the  fake  of  enjoying  agreeable  fociety. 
A  facetious  friend  of  mine  ufed  to  fay, 
the  wine  could  not  be  bad  where  the 
company  was  agreeable ;  a  maxim  which, 
however,  ought  to  be  taken  cum  grant) 
falls  s  but  what  is  the  fociety  of  London, 
that  I  mould  be  tempted,  for  it's  fake,  to 
mortify  my  fenfes,  and  compound  with 
fuch  uncleannefs  as  my  foul  abhors  ?  All 
the  people  I  fee,  are  too  much  engroffed 
byfchemes  of  intereft  or  ambition,to  have 
any  room  left  for  fentiment  or  friend- 
mip.  Even  in  fome  of  my  old  acquaint- 
ance, thofe  fchemes  and  purfuits  have 
obliterated  all  traces  of  our  former  con- 
nexion. Converfation  is  reduced  to 
party-difputes,  and  illiberal  altercation  5 
focial  commerce,  to  formal  vifits  and 
card-playing.  If  you  pick  up  a  diverting 
original  by  accident,  it  may  be  dangerous 
to  amufe  yourfelf  with  his  oddities  :  he 
is  generally  a  tartar  at  bottom ;  a  fharper, 
a  fpy,  or  a  lunatick.  Every  perfon  you 
deal  with  endeavours  to  over-reach  you 
in  the  way  of  bufinefs  5  you  are  preyed 
upon  by  idle  mendicants,  who  beg  in  the 
phrafe  of  borrowing,  and  live  upon  the 
i'poils  of  the  ftranger.  Your  tradefmen 
are  without  conscience,  your  friends  with- 
out affe&ion,  and  your  dependants  with- 
out fidelity. 

My  letter  would  fwell  into  a  treatife, 
were  I  to  particularize  every  caufe  of  of- 
fence that  fills  up  the  meafure  of  my 
averfion  to  this  and  eveiy  other  crouded 
city.  Thank  Heaven !  I  am  not  fo  far 
fucked  into  the  vortex,  but  that  I  can 
difengage  myfelf  without  any  great  effort 
of  philofophy.  From  this  wild  uproar  pf 
knaveiy,  folly,  and  impertinence,  I  mail 
fly  with  double  relifh  to  the  ferenity  of 
retirement,  the  cordial  effufions  of  unre- 
ferved  friend/hip,  the  hofpitality  and 
protection  of  the  rural  gods ;  in  a  word, 
ihtjucunda  obli-via  <vit<e,  which  Horace 
hinifelf  had  not  tafte  enough  to  enjoy. 

I  have  agreed  for  a  good  travelling- 
coach  and  four,  at  a  guinea  a  day,  for 
three  months  certain ;  and  next  week  we 
intend  to  begin  our  journey  to  the^orth, 
hoping  ftill  to  be  with  you  by  the  latter 
end  of  October.  I  mall  continue  to 
write  from  every  ftage  where  we  make 
any  confiderable  halt,  as  often  as  any 
thing  occurs  which  I  think  can  afford 
you  the  leaft  amufement.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  muft  beg  you  will  fuperintend 
tht  ceconomy  of  Barns,  with  relpeft  to 


my  hay  and  corn  harvefts ;  affured  that 
my  ground  produces  nothing  but  what 
you  may  freely  call  your  own.  On  any 
other  terms  I  fliould  be  afhamed  to  fub- 
fcribe  myfelf  your  unvariable  friend, 


MATT.  BRAMBLE. 


LONDON,  JUNE  8. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART. OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR  PHILLIPS, 

IN  my  laft,  I  mentioned  my  having 
fpent  an  evening  with  a  fociety  of  au- 
thors, who  feemed  to  be  jealous  and. 
afraid  of  one  another.  My  uncle  was  not 
at  all  furprized  to  hear  me  fay  I  was  dif- 
appointed  in  their  converfation.  '  A  man 
may  be  very  entertaining  and  inftruc- 
tive  upon  paper,'  faid  he,  *  and  ex- 
ceedingly dull  in  common  diCcourfe. 
I  have  oblerved,  that  thofe  who  mine 
%moft  in  private  company,  are  but  fe- 
condary  ftafs  in  the  conftellation  of 
genius.  A  fmall  ftock  of  ideas  is  more 
eafily  managed,  and  fooner  difplayed, 
than  a  great  quantity  crouded  toge- 
ther. There  is  very  feldom  any  thing 
extraordinary  in  the  appearance  and 
addrefs  of  a, good  writer;  whereas  a 
dull  author  generally  diftinguimes  him- 
felf  by  fome  oddity  or  extravagance. 
For  this  reafon  I  fancy  that  an  aflembly 
of  Grubs  muft  be  very  diverting.' 
My  curiofitybeingexcited  by  this  hint, 
I  confulted  my  friend  Dick  Ivy,  who  un- 
dertook to  gratify  it  the  very  next  day, 
which  was  Sunday  laft.  He  carried  me 
to  dine  with  §  ,  whom  you  and  I 
have  long  known  by  his  writings.  He 
lives  in  thefkirts  of  the  town;  and  every 
Sunday  his  houfe  is  open  to  all  unfor- 
tunate brothers  of  the  quill,  whom  he 
treats  with  beef,  pudding,  and  potatoes, 
port,  punch,  and  Calvert's  entire  butt 
beer.  He  has  fixed  upon  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  for  the  exercife  of  his  hofpita- 
lity, becaufe  fome  of  his  guefts  could 
not  enjoy  it  on  any  other,  for  reafons  that 
I  need  not  explain.  I  was  civilly  re- 
ceived in  a  plain,  yet  decent  habitation, 
which  opened  backwards  into  a  vciy 
pleafant  garden,  kept  ip  excellent  order ; 
and,  indeed,  I  favv  none  of  the  outward 
figns  of  authorfhip,  either  in  the  houfe  oif 
the  landlord,  who  is  one  of  thofe  few 
writers  of  the  age  that  ftand  upon  their 
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own  foundation,  without  patronage,  and 
above  dependance.  If  there  was  nothing 
charafteriftick  in  the  entertainer,  the  com- 
pany made  ample  amends  for  his  want 
of  fingularity. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  I  found  my- 
felf  one  of  ten  mefs-mates  feated  at  table ; 
and  I  queftion  if  the  whole  kingdom 
could  produce  i'uch  another  afTemblage  of 
Originals.  Among  their  peculiarities,  I 
do  not  mention  thofeof  drefs,  which  may 
be  purely  accidental.  What  ftruck  me 
were  oddities  originally  produced  by  af- 
fectation, and  afterwards  confirmed  by 
habit.  One  of  them  wore  fpectacles  at 
dinner,  and  another  his  hat  flapped; 
though  (as  Ivy  told  me)  the  firft  was 
noted  for  having  a  feaman's  eye,  when  a 
bailiff  was  in  the  wind  ;  and  the  other 
was  never  known  to  labour  undei;  any 
weaknefs  or  defect  of  vifion,  except  about 
five  years  ago,  when  he  was  compliment- 
ed with  a  couple  of  black  eyes  by  a  player, 
with  whom  he  had  quarrelled  in  his  dri  nk. 
A  third  wore  a  laced  ftocking,  and  made 
ufe  of  crutches,  becaufe,  once  in  his  life, 
he  had  been  laid  up  with  a  broken-leg, 
though  no  man  could  leap  over  a  ftick 
xvith  more  agility.  A.  fourth  had  con- 
tracted fuch  an  antipathy  to  the  country, 
that  he  infifted  upon  fitting  with  his  back 
towards  the  window  that  looked  into  the 
garden ;  and  when  a  dilh  of  cauliflower 
was  fet  upon  the  table,  he  fnuffed  up  vo- 
latile falts  to  keep  him  from  fainting; 
yet  this  delicate  perfon  was  the  (on  of  a 
cottager,  born  under  a  hedge,  and  had 
many  years  run  wild  among  afies  on  a 
common.  A  fifth  affecled  diffraction: 
when  fpoke  to,  he  always  anfvvered  from 
the  purpofe.  Sometimes  he  fuddenly 
ftarted  up,  and  rapped  out  a  dreadful 
oath ;  fometimes  he  burft  out  a  laugh- 
ing ;  then  he  folded  his  arms,  and  figlied ; 
and  then  he  hi  (Ted  like  fifty  ferpents. 

At  firft,  I  really  thought  he  was  mad ; 
and,  as  he  fat  near  me,  began  to  be  under 
fome  apprehenfions  for  my  own  fhfety ; 
when  our  landlord,  perceiving  me  alarm- 
ed, aflured  me  aloud  that  I  had  nothing 
to  fear.   *  The  gentleman,'  faid  he,  '  is 
tiying  to  act  a  part,  for  which  he  is  by 
no  means  qualified :   if  he  had  all  the 
inclination  in  the  world,  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  be  mad  ;    his  fpirits  are  too 
flat  to  be  kindled  into  phrenzy.' — '  It 
is  no  bad  p-p-puff,  how-ow  ever,'  ob- 
erved  a  perfon  in  a  tarni/hed  laced  coat: 
aff-ffected  m-madnrfs  w-will   p-pafs 
for  vv-vvit  w-with  niae-ninet-tecn  out 


*  of  t-twenty.4 — «  And  affected  flutter- 

*  ing  for  humour,'  replied  our  landlord} 
'  though,  God  knows !  there  is  no  af- 

*  finity  betwixt  them.'     It  feems,  this 
wag,  after  having  made  fome  abortive  at- 
tempts in  plain  fpeaking,  had  recourfe  to 
this  defect,  by  means  of  which  he  fre- 
quently extorted  the  laugh  of  the  com- 
pany, without  the  leaft  expence  of  genius ; 
and  that  imperfection,  which  he  had  at 
firft  counterfeited,  was  now  become  fo> 
habitual,  that  he  could  not  lay  it  afide. 

A  certain  winking  genius,  who  wore 
yellow  gloves  at  dinner,  had,  on  his  firft 
introdu6tion,  taken  fuch  offence  at  S— — — , 
becaufe  he  looked  and  talked,  and  ate 
and  drank  like  any  other  man,  that  he 
fpoke  contemptuoufly  of  his  undcrftand- 
ing  ever  after,  and  never  would  repeat 
his  vifit,  until  he  had  exhibited  the  fol- 
lowing proof  of  his  caprice.  WatWyvil, 
the  poet,  having  made  fome  unfuccefs- 
ful  advances  towards  an  intimacy  with 
S— — ,  at  laft  gave  him  to  underftand,  by 
a  third  perfon,  that  he  had  written  a  poem 
in  his  praife,  and  a  fatire  againft  his  per- 
fon; that  if  he  would  admit  him  to  his 
houfe,the  firft  fhould  be  immediately  lent 
to  prefs ;  but  that  if  he  perfifted  in  de- 
clining his  friend/hip,  he  would  pnblifh, 
the  fatire  without  delay.  S — : —  replied, 
that  he  looked  upon  Wyvil's  panegyrick 
as,  in  effect,  a  fpecies  of  infamy,  and 
would  refent  it  accordingly  with  a  good 
cudgel;  but  if  he  published  the  fatire, 
he  might  deferve  his  compaflion,  and  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  his  revenge.  Wy  vil 
having  coniidered  the  alternative,  refolved 
to  mortify  S— —  by  printing  the  pane- 
gyrick, for  which  he  received  a  found 
drubbing.  Then  he  fwore  the  peace  a- 
gainft  the  aggreflbr,  who,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  profecution  at  law,  admitted  him 
to  his  good  graces.  It  was  the  fingularity 

in  S 's  conduct  on  this  occasion,  that 

reconciled  him  to  the  yellow  -  gloved 
philofopher,  who  owned  he  had  fome  ge- 
nius ;  and  from  that  period  cultivated  his 
acquaintance. 

Curious  to  know  upon  what  fubjecls 
the  feveral  talents  of  my  fellow -guefts 
were  employed,  I  applied  to  niy  commu- 
nicative friend,  Dick  Ivy,  who  gave  me 
to  underftand,  that  moft  of  them.were,  or 
had  been,  underftrappers,  or  journeymen, 
to  more  creditable  authors,  for  whom 
they  translated,  collated,  and  compiled, 
in  the  bufmefs  of  book-  making ;  and  that 
all  of  them  had,  at  different  times,  la- 
boure^in  the  lervice  of  our  landlord*, 
K  z  though 
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though  they  had  now  fet  up  for  them- 
felvus  in  various  depaitmeuts  of  litera- 
ture. Not  only  their  talents,  but  alfo  their 
nations  and  dialects,  were  fo  various,  that 
our  conversation  refembled  the  confufion 
of  tongues  at  Babel.  We  had  the  Irifti 
brogue,  the  Scotch  accent,  and  foreign 
idiom,  twanged  off  by  the  molt  dilcor- 
dant  vociferation ;  for,  as  they  all  fpoke 
together,  no  man  had  any  chance  to  be 
heard,  unlei's  he  could  bawl  louder  than 
his  fellows.  It  muft  be  owned,  however, 
there  was  nothing  pedantick  in  their  dif- 
courfe ;  they  carefully  avoided  all  learned 
difquifitions,  and  endeavoured  to  be  fa- 
cetious :  nor  did  their  endeavours  always 
mifcarry ;  feme  droll  repartee  pafied,  and 
much  laughter  was  excited;  and  if  any 
individual  loft  his  temper  fo  far  as  to 
tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  decorum,  he 
was  etfe&ually  checked  by  the  mailer  of 
the  feaft,  who  exerted  a  fort  of  paternal 
authority  over  this  irritable  tribe. 

The  moft  learned  philofopher  of  the 
whole  collection,  who  had  been  expelled 
the  univerfity  for  atheifm,  has  made  great 
progrefs  in  refutation  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke's  metaphyfical  works,  which  is  faid 
to  be  equally  ingenious  and  orthodox : 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  has  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  grand  jury  as  a  publick  nui- 
fance,  for  having  blafphemed  in  an  ale- 
houfe  on  the  Lord's  day.  The  Scotch- 
man gives  lectures  on  the  pronunciation 
of  theEnglifli  language,  which  he  is  now 
publiihing  by  fubfcription. 

The  Irifhman  is  a  political  writer,  and 
goes  by  the  name  of  My  Lord  Potatoe. 
He  wrote  a  pamphlet  in  vindication  of  a 
minifter,  hoping  his  zeal  would  be  re- 
warded with  fome  place  or  penfion  ;  hut 
finding  him felf  neglected  in  that  quarter, 
he  whifpered  about  thaf*the  pamphlet 
was  written  by  the  minifter  himfelf,  and 
he  published  an  anfwer  to  his  own  pro- 
duction. In  this  he  addrefled  the  author 
under  the  title  of  your  lordflrip  with  fuch 
folemnity,  that  the  publick  fwallowed  the 
deceit,  and  bought  up  the  whole  impref- 
fion.  The  wife  politicians  of  the  metro- 
polis declared  the)'  were  both  m^fterly 
performances,  and  chuckled  over  the 
aimfy  reveries  of  an  ignorant  garetteer, 
as  the  profound  fpeculations  of  a  veteran 
ftatefman,  acquainted  with  all  the  fecrets 
of  the  cabinet.  The  impofture  was  de- 
tc&ed  in  the  fequel,  and  our  Hibernian 
pamphleteer  retains  no  part  of  his  aflum- 
ed  importance  but  the  bare  title  of  my 


lord,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  table  at 
the  potatoe-ordinary  in  Shoe  Lane. 

Oppofite  to  me  fat  a  Piedmonteie,  who 
had  obliged  the  publick  with  a  humorous 
fatire,  intituled — '  The  Balance  of  the 
*  Engliih  Poets ;'  a  performance  which 
evinced  the  great  modefty  and  tafte  of 
the  author,  and,  in  particular,  his  inti- 
macy with  the  elegancies  of  the  Englilb, 
language.  The  fage,  who  laboured  un- 
der the  ayg<xf>o?ia,  or  horror  of  green 
felds,  had  juft  finimed  atreatife  onprac- 
,tical  agriculture,  though,  in  faft,  he  had 
never  feen  corn  growing  in  his  life,  and 
was  fo  ignorant  of  grain,  that  our  enter- 
tainer, in  the  face  of  the  whole  company, 
made  him  own  that  a  plate  of  hominy  was 
the  belt  rice-pudding'he  had  ever  eat. 

The  ftutterer  had  almoft  finifhed  his 
travels  through  Europe  and  part  of  Afia, 
without  ever  budging  beyond  the  liberties 
of  the  King's  Bench,except  in  term-time,, 
with  a  tip-ftaiffor  his  companion;  and 
as  for  little  Tim  Cropdale,  themoftface- 
tious  member  of  the  whole  fociety,  he 
had  happily  wound  up  the  cataftrophe  of 
a  virgin  tragedy,  frcm  the  exhibition  of 
which  he  promiied  himfelf  a  large  fund 
of  profit  and  reputation.  Tim  had  made 
ftiift  to  live  many  years  by  writing  novels, 
at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  a  volume  5  but 
that  branch  of  bufmefs  is  now  engroffed 
by  female  authors,  who  publifh  merely 
for  the  propagation  of  virtue,  with  lb> 
much  eafe  and  fpirit,  and  delicacy,  and 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  all 
in  the  ferene  tranquillity  of  high  life,  that 
the  reader  is  not  only  enchanted  by  their 
genius,  but  reformed  by  their  morality. 

After  dinner,  we  adjourned  into  the 
garden,  where  I  obferved  Mr.  S  -  • 
gave  a  mort  feparate  audience  to  every  in- 
dividual in  a  ftnall  remote  filbert-walk! 
from  whence  moft  of  them  dropped  off 
one  after  another,  without  farther  cere- 
mony ;  but  they  were  replaced  by  frefh 
recruits  of  the  fame  clan,  who  came  to 
make  an  afternoon's  vifit ;  and,  among 
others,  a  fpruce  bookfeller,  called  Bir- 
kin,  who  rode  his  own  gelding,  and  made 
his  appearance  in  a  pair  of  new  jemmy 
boots,  with  man*)'  fpurs  of  plate.  It  was 
not  without  reafon  that  this  midwife  of 
the  Mufes  ufed  exercifeon  horieback,  for 
he  was  too  fat  to  walk  on  foot,  and  he- 
wnderwentfomefarcaimsfromTimCrop- 
dale,  on  his  unwieldy  ii/e  arfd  inaptitude 
for  motion.  Birkin,  who  took  umbrage 
atthis  poor  author's  petulance  in  prefum- 

ing 


ing  to  ?oke  upon  a  man  fo  much  richer 
thaa  himielf,  tcld  him  he  was  not  fo  un- 
wieldy but  that  he  could  move  the  Mar- 
fhaliea  court  for  a  writ,  and  even  overtake 
him  with  it,  if  he  did  not  very  fpeedily 
come  and  fettle  accounts  with  him,  re- 
fpecting  the  expence  of  publifhing  his  laft 
Ode  to  the  King  of  Pruflia,  of  which  he 
had  ibid  but  three,  and  one  of  them  was 
toWhitefieldthe  Methodift.  Tim  affeft- 
ed  to  receive  this  intimation  with  good 
humour,  faying  he  expected  in  a  poit  or 
two,  from  Potfdam,  a  poem  of  thanks 
from  his  Pruflian  majefty,who  knew  very 
well  how  to  pay  poets  in  their  own  coin  -, 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  propofed  that 
Mr.  Birkinand  he  fhould  run  three  times 
round  the  garden  for  a  bowl  of  punch, 
to  be  drank  at  Aihley's  in  the  evening, 
and  he  would  run  boots  againft  ftock- 
ings.  The  bookfeller,  who  valued  him- 
felf  upon  his  mettle,  was  perfuaded  to 
accept  the  challenge,  and  he  forthwith 
refigned  his  boots  to  Cropdale;  who, 
when  he  had  put  them  on,  was  no  bad 
repreientation  of  Captain  Piftol  in  the 
play. 

Every  thing  being  adjufted,  they  ftart> 
ed  together  with  great  hnpetuofity,  and, 
in  the  fecond  round,  Birkin  had  clearly 
the  advantage,  larding  the  lean  earth  as 
be  puffed  along.     Cropdale  had  no  mind 
to  conteft  the  victory  farther  ;  but,  in  a 
twinkling  disappeared  through  the  back- 
door of  the  garden,  which  opened  into  a 
privatelane  that  had  communication  with 
the  high  road.     The  fpectators  immedi- 
ately began  to  hollow — '  Stole  away!' 
and  Birkin  fet  off  in  purfuit  of  him  with 
great  eagernefs ;  but  he  had  not  advanced 
twenty  yards   in  the  lane,  when  a  thorn 
running  into  his  foot,  lent  him  hopping 
back  into  the  garden,  roaring  with  pain, 
and  fwcaring  \VA!I  vexation.    When-  he 
was  delivered  from  this  annoyance  by  the 
Scotchman,  who  had  been  bred  to  furge- 
ry,  he  looked  about  him,  wildly  exclaim- 
ing— '  Sure  the  fellow  will  not  be  fuch  a 
4  rogue  as  to  run  clear  away  with  my 
'  boots !'     Our  landlord  having  recon- 
noiteredthe  fhoes  he  had  left,  which  in- 
deed hardly  deferved  that  name — '  Pray, ' 
laid  he,  '  Mr.  Birkin,  were   not  your 
boots  made  of  calf- (kin?' — '  Calf-fkin 
or  cow-fkin,'  replied  the  other,  '  I  will- 
find  a  flip  of  flieep-fkin  that  will  do  his 
_  bnfmefs.    I  loft  twenty  pounds  by  his 
farce,  which  you  perfuaded  me  to  buy. 
I  am  out  of  pocket  five  pounds  by  his 
damned  ode  j  and  now  this  pair  of  boots, 


bran  new,  coft  me  thirty  Ihillings,  as 
per  receipt.  But  this  affair  of  the  boots 
is  felony,  tranfportation.  I  will  have 
the  dog  indicted  at  the  Old  Bailey;  I 

will,  Mr.  S .  I  will  be.revengect, 

even  thoiigh  I  fhould  lofe  my  debt  In 
*  confequence  of  his  conviction.' 

Mr.  S— —  faid  nothing  atprefent,  but 
accommodated  him  with  a  pair  of  moes  j 
then  ordered  his  lervant  to  rub  him  down, 
and  comfort  him  with  a  glafs  of  rum- 
punch,  which  feemed  in  a  great  mealure 
to  cool  the  rage  of  his  indignation.  '  Af- 
ter all,'  faid  cur  landlord,  '  this  is  vso 
more  than  a  humbug  in  the  way  of  wit, 
though  it  deferves  a  more  refpectable 
epithet,  when  confidered  as  an  effort  of 
invention.  Tim  being,  I  i'uppofe,  out 
of  credit  with  the  cordwainer,  fell  upon 
this  ingenious  expedient  to  fupply  the 
want  of  (hoes,  Knowing  that  Mr.  Bir- 
kin,  who  loves  humour,  would  him- 
felf  relifh  the  joke  upon  a  little  recol- 
lection .  Cropdale  literally  lives  by  his 
wit,  which  he  has  exercifedupon  all  his 
friends  in  their  turns.  He  once  bor- 
rowed my  poney  for  five  or  fix  days  to 
go  to  Salisbury,  and  fold  him  in  Smith- 
field  at  his  return.  This  was  a  joke 
•of  fuch  a  ferious  nature,  that,  in  the 
firft  tranfports  of  my  pdlion,  I  had 
fome  thoughts  of  profecuting  him  for 
horfe-ftcaling;  and  even  when  my  re- 
fentment  had  infcmemeafure  fubfided, 
as  he  induflrioully  avoided  me,  I  vowtd 
I  would  take  fatisfaftion  on  his  rib$ 
with  the  firft  opportunity.  One  day, 
feeing  him  at  fome  diftance  in  the  ftreet 
coming  towards  me,  I  began  to  prepare 
my  cane  for  action,  and  walked  in  the 
fhadow  of  a  porter,  that  he  might  not 
perceive  me  foon  enough  to  make  his 
efcape  ;  but,  in  the  very  inftant  I  had 
lifted  up  the  inftrument  of  correction, 
I  found  Tim  Cropdale  metamorphofcd 
into  a  miferable  blind  wretch  feeling 
his  way  with  a  long  ftick  from,  poft  to 
poft,  and  rolling;  about  two  bald  un- 
lighted  orbs  inftead  of  eyes.  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly fhocked  at  having  fo  nar- 
rowly efcapecl  the  concern  and  difgrace 
that  would  have  attended  fuch  a  ir.if- 
application  of  vengeance :  but  next 
day  Tim  prevailed  upon  a  friend  of 
mine  to  come  and  fblicit  my  forgive - 
nefs,  and  offer  his  note,  payable  in  fix 
weeks,  for  the  price  of  the  poney.  This 
gentleman  gave  me  to  underftand,  that 
the  blind  man  was  no  other  than  Crop- 
dale  j  who,  having  ieen  me  advancing, 

'aad 
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'  and  guefling  my  intent,  had  immedi- 

•  diately  converted  himfelf  into  the  ob- 
'  jecl  aforefaid.     I  was  fo  diverted  at 

•  the  ingenuity  of  the  evafion,  that  I 
'  agreed  to  pardon  his  offence;  refufing 

•  his  note  however,  that  I  might  keep  a 

•  profecution  for  felony  hanging  over  his 

•  head,  as  a  fecurity  for  his  future  good 

•  behaviour.     But  Timothy  would  by 
'  no  means  truft  himfelf  in  my  hands  till 

•  the  note  was  accepted ;  then  he  made 
'his  appearance  at  my  door  as  a  blind 

•  beggar,  and  impofed  in  fuch  a  manner 

•  ,upon  my  man,  who  had  been  his  old 

•  acquaintance  and  pot- companion,  that 

•  the  fellow  threw  the  door  in  his  face, 
'  and  even  threatened  to  give  him  the 
'  baftinado.  Hearing  a  noife  in  the  hall, 
'  I  went  thither,  and  immediately  recol- 
'  lecting  die  figure  I  had  pafled  in  the 
'  ftreet,  accofted  him  by  his  own  name, 
'  to  the  unfpeakable  ailonifhment  of  the 
'  footman/ 

Birkin  declared  he  loved  a  joke  as  well 
as  another;  but  afked  if  any  of  the  com- 
pany could  tell  where  Mr.  Cropdale 
lodged,  that  he  might  fend  him  a  propo- 
fal  about  reftitution,  before  the  boots 
fliould  be  made  away  with.  '  I  would 
'  willingly  give  him  apair  of  new  fhoes,' 
faid  he,  c  and  half  a  guinea  into  thebar- 

•  gain,  for  the  boots,  which  fitted  me 

•  like  a  glove ;  and  I  mall  not  be  able 
'  to  get  the  fellow  of  them  till  the  good 
'  weather  for  riding  is  over.'    The  flut- 
tering wit  declared,  that  the  only  fecret 
which  Cropdale  ever  kept,  was  the  place 
of  his  lodgings  ;   but  he  believed  that, 
during  the  heats  of  fummer,  he  common- 
ly took  his  repofe  upon  a  bulk,  or  in- 
dulged himfelf,  in  frefco,  with  one  of  the 
kennel-nymphs,  under  the  portico  of  St. 
Martin's  church.     '  Pox  on  him, ''cried 
the  bookfeller,  *  he  might  as  well  have 

•  taken  my  whip  and  fpurs ;  in  that  cafe, 
'  he  might  have  been  tempted  to  fteal 

•  another  horfe,  and  thenhewould  have 
'  rid  to  the  devil  of  courfe.' 

After  coffee,  I  took  my  leave  of  Mr. 
S  ,  with  proper  acknowledgments 
of  his  civility,  and  was  extremely  well 
pleafedwith  the  entertainment  of  the  day, 
though  not  yet  fatisfied,  with  refpeft  to 
the  nature  of  this  connection,  betwixt  a 
man  of  character  in  the  literary  world, 
and  a  parcel  of  authorlings,  who,  in  all 
probability,  would  never  be  able  to  ac- 
quire any  degree  of  reputation  by  their 
labours.  On  this  head  I  interrogated  my 
condu&or,  Dick  Ivy,  who  anfwered  me 


to  this  effect : '  One  would  imagine  S  ••* 
'  had  fome  view  to  his  own  intereft  in 
'  giving  countenance  and  afliftance  to 
'  thofe  people,  whom  he  knows  to  he  bad 

*  men,  as  well  as  bad  writers :  but,  if 

*  he  has  any  fuch  view,  he  will  find  him- 

*  felf  difappointed  ;  for  if  he  is  fo  vain 
'  as  to  imagine  he  can  make  them  fub- 
'  fervient  to  his  fchemes  of  profit  or 
4  ambition,  they  are  cunning  enough  to 

*  make  him  their  property  in  the  mean 

*  time.     There  is  not  one  of  the  compa- 

*  ny  you  have  feen  to-day,  myfelf  ex- 
'  cepted,  who  does  not  owe  him  particu- 

*  lar  obligations.  One  of  them  he  bailed 
'  out  of  a  fpunginghoufe,  and  afterwards 

*  paid  the  debt;  another  he  tranflated 

*  into  his  family,   and  cloathed,  when 
'  he  was  turned  out  half  naked  from  jail, 
'  in  confequence  of  an  aft  for  the  relief 
'  of  infolvent  debtors ;  a  third,  who  was 
'  reduced  to  a  woollen  night-cap,  and 

*  lived  upon  fheeps  trotters  up  three  pair 
'  of  flairs  backward  in  Butcher  Row, 

*  he  took  into  prefent  pay  and  free  quar- 

*  ters,  and  enabled  him  to  appear  as  a 
'  gentleman,  without  having  the  fear  of 
'  fheriffs  officers  before  his  eyes.  Thofe 
'  who  are  in  diftrefs  he  fupplies  with  mo- 
'  ney  when  he  has  it,  and  with  his  credit 
«  when  he  is  out  of  cam.     When  they 
'  want  bufinefs,  he  either  finds  employ  - 

*  ment  for  them  in  his  own  fervice,  or 

*  recommends  them  to  bookftllers,  to 
<  execute  fome  project  he  has  formed  for 

*  their  fubfiftence.     They  are  .always 
'  welcome  to  his  table,  (which,  though 
'  plain,  is  plentiful)  and  to  his  good  of- 
'  fices,  as   far  as  they  will  go;  and, 
'  when  they  fee  occafion,  they  make  ule 

*  of  his  name  with  the  moft  petulant  fa- 
4  miliarity ;  nay,  they  do  not  even  fcru- 
'  pie  to  arrogate  to  themfelves  the  merit 

*  of  fome  of  his  performances,  and  have 
c  been  known  to  fell  their  own  lucubra- 
'  tions  as  the  produce  of  his  brain.  The 

*  Scotchman  you  faw  at  dinner  once  per- 

*  fonated  him  at  an  alehoufe  in  Weft 

*  Smithfield,   and,  in  the  chara&er  of 
«  S ,  had  his  head  broke  by  a  cow- 

*  keeper,  for  having  fpoke  difrefpe&fully 

*  of  the  Chriftian  religion ;  but  he  took 
'  the  law  of  him  in  his  own  perfon,  and 

*  the  aflailant  was  fain  to  give  him  ten 

*  pounds  to  withdraw  his  action.' 

I  obfervcd,  that  all  this  appearance  of 
liberality  on  the  fide  of  Mr.  S  was 
eafily  accounted  for,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  they  flattered  him  in  private,  and  en- 
gaged his  adverfaries  in  publick ;  and  yet 

I  was 
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I  was  aftonifhed  when  I  recollected  that 
I  had  often  feen  this  writer  virulently 
abufed  in  papers,  poems,  and  pamphlets, 
and  not  a  pen  was  drawn  in  his  defence. 
'  But  you  will  be  more  aftonifhed,1  faid 
he,  «  when  I  aflure  you  thofe  very  guefts 
«  whom  you  faw  at  his  table  to-day  were 

*  the  authors  of  great  p-  rt  of  that  abufe; 
«  and  he  himfelf  is  well  aware  of  their 
«  particular  favours,  IV  they  are  all  ea- 
<  ger  to  deleft  and  betray  one  another.' 
— «  But  this  is  doing  the  devil's  work  for 
«  nothing,1  cried  I.     '  What  mould  in- 
«  duce  them  to  revile  their  benefactor 
f  without  provocation  ?' — '  Envy,'  an- 
fwered  pick,  '  is  the  general  incitement. 
'  But  they  are  galled  by  an  additional 
?  fcourge  of  provocation :  S— —  directs 

*  a  literary  journal,  in  which  their  pro- 

*  ductions  are  necefiarily  brought  to  trial ; 
«  and  though  many  of  them  have  been 

*  treated  with  fuch  lenity  and  favour  as 

*  they  little  deferved,  yet  the  flighted  cen- 
'  fure,  fuch  as  perhaps    could  not  be 
'  avoided  with  any  pretenfions  to  can- 
'  dour  and  impartiality,  has  rankled  in 

*  the  hearts  of  thofe  authors  to  fuch  a  de- 

*  gree,  that  they  have  taken  immediate 
f  vengeance  on  the  critic  in  anonymous 

*  libels,  letters,  and  lampoons.    Indeed, 
'  all  the  writers  of  the  age,  good,  bad, 
'  and  indifferent,  from  the  moment  he 
'  afliimed  this  office,  became  his  ene- 

*  mies,either  profefled,  or  ill  petto,except 
'  thofe  of  his  friends  who  knew  they  had 

*  nothing  to  fear  from  his  ftrictures;  and 
?  he  muft  be  awifep  man  than  me,  who 

*  can  tell  what  advantage  or  fatisfaction 
'  he  derives  from  having  brought  fuch  a 

*  neft  of  hornets  about  his  ears.' 

I  owned  that  was  a  point  which  might 
deferve  confideration ;  but  flill  I  expreffed 
a  defire  to  know  his  real  motives  for  con- 
tinuing his  friendfhip  to  a  fet  of  rafcals 
equally  ungrateful  and  infignificant.  He 
faid  he  did  not  pretend  to  aJTign  any  rea- 
fonable  motive  ;  that,  if  the  truth  muft  be 
told,  the  man  was,  in  point  of  conduct, 
a  moft  incorrigible  fool ;  that,  though  he 
pretended  to  have  a  knack  at  hitting  off 
characters,  he  blundered  ftrangely  in  the 
diftribution  of  his  favours,  which  were 
generally  beftowed  on  the  moft  xmdeferv- 
ing  of  thofe  who  had  recourfe  to  his  af- 
fiftance ;  that,  indeed,  this  preference  was 
not  fo  much  owing  to  a  want  of  difcern- 
jnent  as  to  want  of  refolution,for  he  had 
not  fortitude  enough  to  refiftthe  impor- 
tunity even  of  the  moft  worthlefs  ;  and, 
a&  he  did  not  know  the  value  of  money, 


there  was  very  little  merit  in  parting  with 
it  fb  eaiily ;  that  his  pride  was  gratified 
in  feeing  himfelf  courted  by  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  literary  dependants ;  that,  proba- 
bly, he  delighted  in  hearing  them  expofe 
and  traduce  one  another ;  and,  finallv, 
from  their  information,  he  became  ac- 
quainted wi  th  all  the  tranfactions  of  Grub 
Street,  which  he  had  fonie  thoughts  of 
compiling,  for  the  entertainment  of  tlw 
publick. 

I  could  not  help  fufpecting,from  Dick's 
di&ourfe,  that  he  had  fome  particular 
grudge  againft  S ,  upon  whofe  con- 
duct he  had  put  the  worn  conftruction  it 
would  bear;  and,  by  dint  of  crofs-exa- 
mination,  I  found  he  was  not  at  all  fatis- 
fied  with  the  character  which  had  been 
given  in  the  review  of  his  laft  perform- 
ance, though  it  had  been  treated  civilly, 
in  confequence  of  the  author's  application 

to  the  critick.  By  all  accounts,  S is 

not  without  weakneft  and  caprice;  but 
he  is  certainly  good-humoured  and  civi- 
lized ;  nor  do  I  find  that  there  is  any- 
thing overbearing,  cruel,  or  implacable, 
in  his  dilpofition^ 

I  have  dwelt  fo  long  upon  authors, 
that  you  will  perhaps  fufpect  I  intend  to 
enrol  myfelf  among  the  fraternity;  but, 
if  I  were  actually  qualified  for  the  pro- 
feffion,  it  is  at  beft  but  a  defperate  re- 
fource  againft  ftarving,  as  it  affords  no 
provifionforold  age  and  infirmity.  Sal- 
mon, at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  is  now  in  a 
garret,  compiling  matter,  at  a  guinea  % 
meet,  for  a  modern  hiftorian,who,  in  point 
of  age,  might  be  his  grandchild;  and 
Pfalmonazar,  after  having  drudged  half 
a  century  in  the  literary  mill,  in  ail  the 
fimglicity  and  abftinence  of  an  Afiatick, 
fubfifts  upon  the  charity  of  a  few  book- 
fellers,  juft  fufficient  to  keep  him  from 
the  parifh.  I  think  Guy,  who  was  him- 
felf a  bookfeller,  ought  to  have  appropri- 
ated one  wing  or  ward  of  his  hofpital  to 
the  ufe  of  decayed  authors;  though,  in- 
deed, there  is  neither  hofpital,  college, 
nor  workhoufe,  within  the  bills  of  mor- 
tality, large  enough  to  contain  the  poor 
of  this  fociety,  corapofed,  as  it  is,  from 
the  ref  ufe  of  every  other  profeffion. 

"I  know  not  whether  you  will  find  any 
amufement  in  this  account  of  an  odd  race 
of  mortals,  whofe  conriitution  had,  I 
own,  greatly  interefted  the  curiofity  of 
yours, 

J.  MELFORD. 
LONDON,  JUNE  10. 
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TO  MISS  LJETITIA  WILLIS, AT  GLOU- 
CESTER. 

MY   DEA*   LETTY, 

1A  H  E  R  E  is  fomething  on  my  fpirits 
which  I  mould  not  venture  to  com- 
municate by  the  poft,  but  having  the  op- 
portunity of  Mrs.  Brentwood's  return, 
I  feize  it  eagerly  to  difburden  my  poor 
Heart,  which  is  opprefled  with  fear  and 
vexation.  O  Lctly!  what  a  miferable 
fituation  it  is  to  be  without  a  friend  to 
whom  one  can  apply  for  counfel  and  con- 
folation  in  diitreis !  I  hinted  in  my  laft 
that  one  Mr.  Barton  had  been  very  par- 
ticular in  his  civilities:  I  can  no  longer 
miftake  his  meaning ;  he  hns  formally 
profefled  himfelf  my  admirer;  and,  after 
a  thoufarid  affiduities,  perceiving  I  made 
bxit  a  cold  return1  to  his  addreffcs,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  mediation  of  Lady  Gfrif- 
kin,  who  has  acted  the  part  of  a  very 
warm  advocate  in  his  behalf.  But,  my 
dear  Willis,  her  ladyfliip  over  acts  her 
part ;  me  not  only  expatiates  on  the  am- 
ple fortune,  the  great  connections,  and  the 
wiblemi  flied  character,  of  Mr.  Barton, 
but  me  takes  the  trouble  to  catechize  me ; 
and,  two  days  ago,  peremptorily  told  me, 
tfiat  a  girl  of  my  age  could  not  pofiibly 
refift  fo  many  confiderations,  if  her  heart 
was  not  pre-engaged. 

This  infmuation  threw  me  into  fuch  a 
flirtter,  that  (he  could  not  but  oblervc  my 
dilbrdev,  and,  prefuming  upon  the  difco- 
veiy,  infilled  upon  my  making  her  the 
confidante  of  my  pafllon.  But,  although 
1  had  not  fuch  command  of  mylelf  as  to 
conceal  the  emotion  of  my  heart,  I  am 
not  fuch  a  child  as  to  difclofe  it's  fecrets 
to  a  perfon  who  would  certainly  ule  them 
to  it's  prejudice.  I  told  her  it  was  no 
wonder  if  I  was  out  of  countenance  at  her 
introducing  a  fubject  of  converfation  fo 
•unfuitable  to  my  years  and  inexperience; 
that  I  believed  Mr.  Barton  was  a  very 
worthy  gentlemrn,  and  I  was  much 
obliged  to  him  for  his  good  opinion; 
but  the  affections  were  involuntary,  and 
mine,  in  particular,  had  as  yet  made  no 
conceffions  in  his  favour.  She  fliook  her 
head  with  an  airof  diflruft  that  made  me 
tremble ;  and  obferved,  that,  if  my  af- 
fections were  free,  they  would  fubmit  to 
the  decifion  of  prudence,  efpecially  when 
enforced  by  the  authority  of  thofe  who 
had  a  right  to  direct  my  conduct.  This 
remark  implied  a  defign  to  interert  my 
yncle  or  my  aunt,  perhaps  my  brother, 


in  behalf  of  Mr.  Barton's  paflion;  and  I 
am  fadly  afraid  that  my  aunt  is  already 
gained  over.  Yefterday  in  the  forenoon 
he  had  been  walking  with  us  in  the  Park, 
and  flopping  in  our  return  at  a  toy-fhop, 
he  prelented  her  with  a  very  fine  liuiff- 
box,  and  me  with  a  gold  etuis,  which  I 
refolutely  refilled,  till  me  commanded  me 
to  accept  it  on  pain  of  her  difpleafure: 
neverthelefs,  being  ftill  unfatisncd  with 
refpect  to  the  propriety  of  receiving  this 
toy,  I  lignified  my  doubts  to  my  brother, 
who  laid  he  would  confult  my  uncle  on 
the  fubiect,  and  feemed  to  think  Mr. 
Barton  had  been  rather  premature  in  his 
prefents. 

What  will  be  the  refult  of  this  con-  , 
fultation, Heaven  knows;  but  I  am  afraid 
it  will  produce  an  explanation  with  Mr. 
Barton  ;  who  will,  no  doubt,  avow  his 
paflion,  and  folicit  their  confent  to  a 
connection  which  my  foul  abhors ;  for, 
my  deareft  Letty,  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  love  Mr.  Barton,  even  if  my  heart 
was  untouched  by  any  other  tendernefs. 
Not  that  there  is  any  thing  difagreeable 
about  his  perfon,  but  there  is  a  total 
want  of  that  namelefs  charm  which  cap- 
tivates and  controuls  the  enchanted  fpi- 
rit ;  at  leaft,  he  appears  to  me  to  have  this 
defect :  but  if  he  had  all  the  engaging 
qualifications  which  a  man  can  poflefs, 
they  would  be  excited  in  vain  againft  that 
conftancy,  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  is  the 
characterillick  of  my  nature.  No,  my 
dear  Willis,  I  may  be  involved  in  frefh 
troubles,  and  I  believe  I  mail,  from  the 
importunities  of  this  gentleman,  and  the 
violence  of  my  relations  5  but  my  heart  is 
incapable  of  change. 

You  know  I  put  r.o  faith  in  dreams, 
and  yet  I  have  been  much  difturbed  by- 
one  that  vifited  me  laft  night.  I  thought 
I  was  in  a  church,  where  a  certain  perfon 
whom  you  know  was  on  the  point  of  be- 
ing married  to  my  aunt;  that  the  clergy- 
man was  Mr.  Barton;  and  that  poor 
forlorn  I  ftood  weeping  in  a  corner,  half 
naked,  and  without  /hoes  or  ftockings. 
Now  I  know  there  is  nothing  fo  childim 
as  to  be  moved  by  thofe  vain  illuiions ; 
but,  neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of  all  my  rea- 
fon,  this  hath  made  a  ftrong  impreflion. 
upon  my  mind,  which  begins  to  be  very 
1  gloomy.  Indeed,  I  have  another  more 
fubftantial  caufe  of  affliction;  I  have 
fome  religious  fcruples,  my  dear  friend, 
which  lie  heavy  on  my  confcience.  I 
was  perfuaded  to  go  to  the  Tabernacle, 
where  I  heard  a  diicourfe  that  affected 


we  deeply.  I  have  prayed  fervently  to 
be  enlightened ;  but  as  yet  I  am  not  fen- 
fible  of  thofe  inward  motion^  thoie  ope- 
rations of  grace,  which  are  the  figns  of 
a  regenerated  fpirit;  and  therefore  I 
begin  to  be  in  terrible  appreheniions 
about  the  itate  of  my  poor  foul.  Some 
of  our  family  hive  had  very  uncommon 
3ccdiums,particularly  my  aunt  and  Mrs. 
Jenkins,  who  fometimes  fpeak  as  if  they 
were  really  inibired;  Ib  that  I  am  not 
like  to  want  for  either  exhortation  or  ex- 
ample, to  purify  my  thoughts,  and  recal 
them  from  the  vanities  of  this  world, 
which  indeed  I  would  willingly  refign,- 
if  it  was  in  my  power;  but  to  make  this 
facrihce,  I  muft  be  enabled  by  iuch  af- 
lltrance  from  above  as  hath  not  yet  been 
indulged  to  your  unfortunate  friend, 

LYDIA  MELFOR.D. 
JUNE  10. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  OF  1ESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR    PHILLIPS, 

THE  moment  I  received  your  letter  I 
began  to  execute  your  commifiion. 
With  the  amftaace  of  mine  holt  at  the 
Bull  and  Gate,  1  difcovered  the  plact;  to 
which  your  fugitive  valet  had  retreated, 
and  taxed  him  with  his  dimonefty.  The 
fellow  was  in  manifeft  confufion  at  fight 
of  me,  but  he  denied  the  charge  with  great 
confidence,  till  I  told  him,  that  if  he 
would  give  up  th;  watch,  which  was  a 
family  piece,  he  might  keep  the  money  and 
the  cloaths,  and  go  to  the  devil  his  own 
way  at  hisleifure;  but  if  he  rejected  this 
propofal,  I  would  deliver  him  forthwith 
to  the  conftanle,  whom  I  had  provided  for 
that  purpofe,  and  he  woxild  carry  him  be- 
fore the  juftice  without  farther  delay. 
After  fome  hefitation,  he  defired  to  fpeak 
with  me  in  the  next  room,  where  he  pro- 
duced the  watch  with  all  it's  appendages, 
and  I  have  delivered  it  to  our  landlord, 
to  be  tent  you  by  the  mil:  fafe  conveyance. 
So  much  for  bufmefs.' 

I  (hall  grow  vain,  upon  your  faying 
you  find  entertainment  in  my  letters;  bar- 
ren, as  they  certainly  are,  of  incident  and 
importance,becaufe  your  amufement  muft 
arife,  not  from  the  matter,  but  from  the 
manner,  which  you  know  is  all  my  own*. 
^  Animated,  therefore,  by  the  approbation 
of  a  ptrfon  whole  nice  taftc  and  confum- 
mnte  judgment  I  can  no  longer  doubt,  I 
will  chearf ally  proceed  with  our  memoirs. 
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As  it  is  determined  we  fhall.fet  out  next 
week  for  Yorkfhire,  I  went  to-day  in  the  • 
afternoon  with  my  uncle  to  fee  a  carriage, 
belonging  to  a  coach-maker  In  our  neigh- 
bourhood. Turningdown  a  narrow  lane, 
behind  Long  Acre,  we  perceived  a  crowd 
of  people  (landing  at  a  door;  which,  it 
feems,  opened  into  a  kind  of  a  methodift 
meeting,  and  were  informed,  that  a  foot- 
man was  then  holding  forth  to  the  con- 
gregation within.  Curious  to  fee  this 
phenomenon,  we  fqueezed  into  the  place 
with  much  difficulty;  and  who  fhould  this 
preacher  be,  but  the  identical  Humphry. 
Clinker.  He  had  rimmed  his  fermon,  and 
given  out  a  pfalm,  the  firft  (lave  of  which 
he  fung  with  peculiar  graces.  But  if  we 
were  altonifned  to  fee  Clinker  in  the  pul- 
pit, we  were  altogether  confounded  at  find  - 
ing  all  the  females  of  our  family  among" 
the  audience.  There  was  Lady  Griikin, 
Mrs.  Tabitha  Bramble,  Mrs.  Winifred. 
Jenkins,  my  lifter  Liddy,  and  Mr.  Bur- 
ton, and  all  of  them  joined  in  the  pfalmo- 
dy,  with  ftrong  marks  cf  devotion. 

I  could  hardly  keep  my  gravity  en  this 
ludicrous  occafion;  but  old  Squaretoes 
was  differently  affected.  The  firft-thing 
that  ftruck  him,  w,is  the  prefumption  of 
his  lacquey,  whom  hecommandedto.came 
down,  with  fuch  an  air  of  authority  as 
Humphry  did  not  think  proper  to  difre- 
gard.  He  defcended  immediately,  and 
all  the  people  were  in  commotion.  Bar- 
ton looked  exceedingly  fheepim,  Lady 
Grifkin  flirted  her  fan,  Mrs.  Tabby 
groaned  in  fpirit,  Liddy  changed  counte- 
nance, and  Mrs.  Jenkins  fobbed  as  if  her 
heart  was  breaking.  My  uncle,  with  a 
fneer,  afked  pardon  of  the  ladies,  for  hav- 
ing interrupted  their  devotion,  faying,  he 
had  particular  buflnefs  with  the  preacher, 
whom  he  ordered  to  call  ahackney-coach. 
This  being  immediately  brought  up  to 
the  end  of  the  lane,  he  handed  Liddy  into 
it,  and  my  aunt  and  I  following  him,  we 
drove  home,  without  taking  any  farther 
notice  of  the  re1.:  of  the  company,  who 
ftill  remained  in  filent  aftonifliment. 

Mr.Bramble,pcrc';ivmgLiddy  in  great 
trepidation.  ah\'i:v;d  a  milder  afuect,  bid- 
ding her  be  under  no  concern,  ior  he  was 
rot  at  all  difplealed  at  any  thing  me  .had 
done.    '  I  have  no  objection,'  faid  he, '  to 
your  being  religioufly  inclined ;  but  I 
do  not  think  my  icrvant  is  a  proper 
gholtly  director,  for  a  devotee  of  your 
lex  and  character :  if,  in  fact  (as  I  ra- 
ther believe)  your  aunt  is  hot  the  fok 
conduftrefs  of  this  machine.'     Mrs. 
Tabitha  made  no  anfwer,  but  threw  up 
L  the 
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the  rtfiit»6  of  her  eye--,  r.;  if"  in  the  aft  of 
circulation.  Poor  Liddy  faid  Hie  had  no 
right  to  the  title  of  a  devotee ;  that  fhe 
thought  there  was  no  harm  in  hearing  a 
pjous  difcourie,  even  it'  it  came  from  a 
footman,  efpccially  ;u  her  ram:  was  pre- 
fe.nt;  but  th;U  it  (he  had  erreu  from  igno- 
jrance,  me  hoped  he  would  excufe  it,  as 
file  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  living 
under  hisdhplealure.  Theold  gentleman, 
j-.reiTing  her  hard  with  a  tender  fmile,  laid 
Ihe  was  a  pood  girl,  and  that  he  did  not 
believe  her  capable  of  doing  any  thing 
that  could  give  him  the  Icait  umbrage  or 
difguft. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  lodgmgs,  he 
commanded  Mr.  Clinker  to  attend  him  up 
flairs,  and  fpoke  to  him  in  thefe  words: 

*  Since  you  are  called  upon  by  the  Ipirit 
'  to  preach  and  to  teach,  it  is  high  time 
'  tolayahd/  ;f  an  earthly  ma- 
'  ik-v;  and,  for  my  part,  I  am  unworthy 

*  to  have  an  apoftle  in  my  fervice.' — '  I 

*  hope,'  laid  Humphry,  1  have  not  failed 
'  in  my  duty  to  your  honour.     I  mould 
'  be  3  vile  wretch  if  I  did,  confidei  ing  the 

*  mifery  from  which  your  chanty  and 
'  companion  relieved  me.  But  having  an 
'  inward  admonition  of  the  fpirit — '  '  An 

*  admonition  of   the    devil!1   cried   the 
fquire,  in  a  paffior..    *  What  admonition, 
'  you  blockhead  ?     What  right  has  iuch 
'  a  fellow  as  vou  to  fet  up  for  a.  reform - 
'  er?*-—' Begging  your  honour's  pardon/ 
replied  Clinker,  '  may  no»t  the  new  light 
'  of  God's  grace  fliine  upon  the  poor  and 
'  the  ignorant  in  their  humility,  as  well 
1  as  upon  the  wealthy,  and  the  philcfo- 
''  pher  in  all  his  pride  of  human  learn- 
'•  ing?' — '  What  you  imagine  to  be  the 
'  new  light  of  grace,'  laid  his  maft'sr, '  I 
'  nke  to  be  a  deceit!  til  vapour,  glimmer  <• 
'  Lag  through  acrack  in  your  upper  ftory. 
4   In  ;•  word,  Mr.  Clinker,  I^viil  have  no 

*  .light  in  my  family  but  wnat  pays  the 
'  king's  taxes,  unleis  it  be  the  light  of 
«  reaibn,  which  you  do  not  pretend  to 
«  follow.' 

'  Ah,  Sir!'  cried  Humphry,  'the  light 
'  of  reaibn  is  no  more  in  ccmparifon  to 
'  the  light  I  mean,  than  a  farthing  candle 
4  to  ttie  fun  at  noon.' — '  Very  true,'  laid 
uncle,  '  .the  one  will  lervc  to  (hew  you 
'  y«A'.r  way,  and  the  other  to  dazzle  and 
'  confound  yotcr  weak  brafix.  Hark  ye, 
'  Clinker,  you  are  either  an  hypocritical  ' 
'  knave,  or  a  wrong-headed  enthuiial> ; 
'  anil,  in  either  cafe,  \infit  for  my  fervice. 

*  If  you  are  a  quack,  in  lanclity  and  de- 
'  votion,  you  will  find  it  an  eafy  raattef 


to  impofe  \ipon  fdly  women,  and  ethers 
of  crazed  underltanding,  who  will  con'- 
tribute  lavillily  for  your  iupport.  If  you 
are  really  leduced  by  the  reveries  of  a 
dillurbed  imagination,  the  (boner  you 
lofe  your  fenfes  entirely,  the  better  for 
yomfelf  and  the  community.     In  that 
cafe,  feme  charitable  perfon  might  pro- 
vide you  with  a  dark  room  and  clean 
ftraw  in  Bedlam,  where  it  would  not  b» 
i n  you r  power  to  i  nfecl  others  wi th  you  r 
fanaticilin:  whereas,  if  you  have  juit 
reflection  enough  left  to  maintain  the 
character  of  a  chofen  veflel  in  the  meet- 
ings of  the  godly,  you  and"  your  hear- 
ers will  be  mified  by  a  Will'i'the-v 
from  one  error  into  another,  till  you  5re 
plunged  intoreligious  frenzy;  and  then, 
perhaps,  you  will  hang  yourlelf  in  de- 
Ipair.'— '  Which  the  Lord  of  his  infi- 
nite mercy  forbid  !'  exclaimed  the  af- 
righted  Clinker.     '  It  is  very  poflible  I 
may  be  under  the  temptation  of  the  de- 
vil, who  wants  to  wreck  me  on  the 
rocks  of  fpiritual  pride.     Your  honour 
fays,   I  am  either  a  knave  or  a  mad- 
man; now,  as  I'll  allure  your  honour 
I  am  no  knave,  it  follows  that  I  nuift 
be  madj  therefore,  I  befcech  your  ho- 
nour, upon  my  knees,  to  take  my  cafe 
into  conikleration,  that  means  may  be 
ufed  for  my  recovery.1 
The  fquire  could  jiot  help  fmiling  at 
the  poor  fellow's  fnnplicity,  and  promifed 
to  take  care  of  him  provided  he  would 
mind  the  bufmefs  of  his  place,  without 
running  after  the  new-light  of  method  - 
ifm:  butMrs.Tabitha  took  offence  at  his 
humility,  which  (he  interpreted  into  poor-' 
nefs of" fpirit  and  worldly  mindedneis.  She 
upbraided  him  with  the  want  of  c(, 
to  iuffer  for  confcience  fake.  She  obferv- 
eJ,  that  if  he  (hould  lofe  his  place  for 
bearing  teftimony  to  the  truth  ..Providence 
would  not  fail  to  find  him  another,  per- 
haps more  advantageous;  and,  declaring 
that  it  could  not  be  very  agreeable  to  live 
in  a  family  where  an   inquiiition   v..>. 
ellablimed,  retired  to  another  room  hi 
great  agitation. 

My  uncle  followed  her  with  a  fignifi- 
cant  look;  then, turning  to  the  preacher-— 
You  hear  what  my  filter  fays.  If  you 
cannot  live  with  me  upon  fuch  terms 
as  I  have  prefcnbed,  the  vineyard  of 
methodiirn  lies  before  you, and  me  ftems 
veiy  well  diipofed  to  reward  your  la- 
bour.'— '  I  would  not  willingly  give  of- 
fence to  any  foul  upon  earth,'  anfwerect 
Humphry;  '  her  ladyship  lias  been  very 
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good  to  me,  ever  fince  we  came  to 
London;  and  furely  fhe  has  a  heart 
turned  for  religious  excrcifes;  and  both 
ihe  and  Lady^Grifkin  ling  pialms  and 
hymns  like  two  cheiubims.  But,  at 
the  fame  time,  Fin  bound  to  love  and 
obey  your  honour.  It  becometh  not 
fuch  a  poor  ignorant  fellow  as  me,  to 
hold  diiuute  with  gentlemen  of  rank  and 
learning.  As  for  the  matter  of  know- 
ledge, I  am  no  more  than  a  beaft  in 
companion  of  your  honour ; '  therefore 
I  fubmit;  and,  with  God's  grace,  I  will 
follow  you  to  the  world's  end,  if  you 
don't  think  me  too  far  gone  to  be  out 
of  confinement.'' 

His  m  after  promifed  to  keep  him  for 
fome  time  longer  on  trial:  then  defirecfto 
know  in  what  manner  Lady  Griikin  and 
Mr.  Barton  came  to  join  their  religious 
ibciety.  He  told  him  that  her  ladyfhip 
was  the  peribn  who  firft  carried  my  aunt 
and  filter  to  the  Tabernacle,  whither  he~ 
attended  them,  and  had  his  devotion 

kindled  byMr.W 's  preaching;  that 

he  was  confirmed  in  this  new  way  by  the 
preacher's  fermons,  which  he  had  bought 
and  ftudied  with  great  attention;  that  his 
difcouri'e  and  prayers  had  brought  over 
Mrs.  Jenkins  and  the  houfe-maid  to  the 
fame  way  of  thinking ;  but  as  for  Mr. Bar- 
ton, he  had  never  ieen  him  at  lervice  be- 
fore this  day,  when  he  came  in  company 
with  Lady  Griikin.  Humphry,  more- 
over, owned  that  he  had  been  encouraged 
to  mount  the  roftrum  by  the  example  and 
fuccefs  of  a  weaver,  who  was  much  fol- 
lowed as  a  powerful  miniiter:  that  on  his 
firft  trial,  he  found  himlelf  under  fuch 
ftrong  impulsions,  as  made  him  believe  he 
was  certainly  moved  by  the  fpirit;  and 
tivit  he  had  affifted  in  Lady  Griikin's,  and 
fcveral  private  houfes,  at  exercifes of  de- 
yfction. 

Mr.  Bramble  was  no  fooncr  informed 
.  that  her  ladyfhip  had  acted  as  the  primum 
mobile  of  this  confederacy,  than  he  con- 
cluded fhe  had  only  made  ufe  of  Clinker 
as  a  tool,  fubfervient  to  the  execution  of 
fome  defign,  to  the  true  fecret  of  which 
he  was  an  utter  ftranger.  He  .obfcrved, 
that  herladyfhip's  brain  was  a  perfect  mill 
for  projects;  and  that  me  and  Tabby  had 
certainly  engaged  in  fome  fecret  treaty, 
the  nature  of  which  he  could  not  compre- 
hend. I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  no  dif- 
ficult matter  to  perceive  the  drift  of  Mrs. 
Tabitha,  which  was  to  enfnare  the  heart 
of  Barton,  and  that  in  all  likelihood  my 
Lady  Griikin  afted  as  her  auxiliary :  that 


this  fuppofition  would  account  for  their 
endeavours  to  convert  him  to  methodiirn; 
an  event  which  would  occaiion  a  con- 
nexion of  fouls  that  might  be  eafily  im- 
proved into  a  matrimonial  union. 

My  uncle  feemed  to  be  much  diverted 
by  the  thoughts  ot  this  fcheme's  fucceed- 
ing;  but  I  gave  him  to  underiland  that: 
Barton  was  pre-engaged :  that  he  had 
the  day  before  made  a  prefer) t  of  an  etu.s 
to  Liddy,  which  her  aunt  had  obliged  her 
to  receive,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to 
countenance  her  own  accepting-  of  a  fnufF- 
box  at  the  fume  time;  that  my  fifter  hav- 
ing made  me  acquainted  with  this  in- 
cident, I  hnd  deiired  an  explanation  of 
Mr.  Barton,  who  declared  his  intentions 
were  honourable,  and  expreffed  his  hope 
that  I  would  have  no  objections  to  his  al- 
liance; that  I  had  thanked  him  for  the 
honour  he  intended  our  family;  but  told 
him,  it  would  be  nccelTary  to  confult  her 
uncle  and  aunt,  who  were  her  guardians ; 
and  their  approbation  being  obtained^  I 
couid  have  no  objection  to  his  propoial ; 
tjiough  I  was  peiiiiaded  that  no  violence 
would  be  offered  to  my  filter's  inclina- 
nations,  in  a  trani'aclion  that  Ib  nearly 
interefted  the  happinefs  of  her  future  life : 
that' he  had  afiured  me,  he  mould  never 
think  of  availing  himfelf  of  a  guardian's 
authority,  unlel's  he  could  render  his  ad- 
drefles  agreeable  to  the  young  lady  her- 
felf;  and  that  he  would  immediately  de- 
mand perrniffion  of  Mr.  and  Mils  Bram- 
ble, to  make  Liddy  a  tender  of  his  hand 
and  fortune. 

The  fqulre  was  not  in-fer.fihle  to  the  ad- 
vantages of  fuch  a  match;  and  declared 
he  would  promote  it  with  all  his  influ- 
ence; but  when  I  took  notice  that  there 
feemed  to  be  an  averfion  en  the  fide  of 
Liddy,  ht-  faid  he  would  found  hei\on  the 
fuhjecl;  and  if  her  reluct  ance  was  fuch  as 
would  not  be  eailly  overcome,  he  would 
civilly  decline  the  propofal  of  Mr.  Bar- 
ton; for,  he  thought  that,  in  the  choice 
ot  a  hufband,  a  young  woman  ought  not 
to  facrifice  the  feelings  of  her  heart  for 
any  coniideration  upon  earth.  '  Liddy  is 
'  not  fo  defnerate,'  laid  he,  '  as  to  wor- 
'  fliip  fortune  at  fuch  an  expcnce.'  I 
take  it  for  granted,  this  whole  affair  will 
end  in  fmoke;  though  there  feems  to  be  a 
ftorm  brewing  in  the  quarter  of  Mrs. 
Tabby,  who  fat  with  all  the  fullen  dig- 
nity of  iiionce  at  dinner,  feemingly  preg- 
nant with  complaint  and  expostulation. 
As  fhe  hath  certainly  marked  Barton  for 
her  own  prey,  fhe  cannot  polTibly  favour 
L  2  his 
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his  fuit  to  Liddy;  and  therefore  I  expefl 
fomething  extraordinary  \vill  attend  his 
declaring  himfelf  my  filler's  admirer. 
This  declaration  will  certainly  be  made 
in  form,  as  foon  as  the  lover  con  pickup 
refohuion  enough  to  Itand  the  brunt  of 
Mrs.  Tabby's  disappointment  ;  for  he  i=, 
without  doubt,  aware  of  her  defijjns  upon 
:Ton.  The  particulars  of  the  de- 
nouement you  ihall  know  in  due  feafon: 
.mean  while  I  am  always  yours, 
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TO    DR.  LEWIS. 
DEAR   LEWIS, 

THE  deceitful  calm  was  of  fliort  du- 
ration. I  am  plunged  again  in  a 
fea  of  vexation,  and  the  complaints  in 
my  ftomach  and  bowels  are  returned ;  fo 
that  I  fuppoie  I  mall  be  difabled  from 
pro.'ecuting  the  excurfion  I  had  planned. 
IVhat  the  devil  had  I  to  do,  to  come  a 
plague  -hunting  with  a  leafh  of  females 
in  my  train  ?  Yefterday  my  precious  fifter 
(who,  by  the  bye,  has  been  for  fome  time 
a  profeifed  methcdift)  came  into  my 
apartment,  attended  by  Mr.  Barton,  and 
defired  an  audience  with  a  very  ftately 
air.  *  Brother,'  faid  Ihe,  '  this  gentle- 

*  man 'has  fomething  to  propofe,  which, 

*  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  be  the  more  ac- 
<  ceptable,  as  it  will  rid  you  of  a  trouble- 
*•  feme  companion.'    Then  Mr.  Barton 
proceeded  to  this  effect :  '  I  am,  indeed, 
f  extremely  ambitious  of  being  allied  to 

*  your  family,  Mr.  Bramble;  and  I  hope 

*  you  will  fee  no  caufe  to  interpofe  your 

*  authority.1 — '  As  for  authority,'  laid 
Tabby,    interrupting    him    with   fome 
warmth,  c  I  know  of  none  that  he  iris 
'  a  right  to  ulc  on  this  occafion.     If  I 
c  pay  him  the  compliment  of  making 

*  him  acqxiainted  with  the  ftep  I  intend 
4  to  lake,  it  is  all  he  can  expect  in  rea- 
'  fon.    This  is  as  much  as  I  believe  he 
'  would  do  by  me,   if  he  intended  to 
'  change  his  own  fituation  in  life. — In  a 

!,  brother,  I  am  fo  fenfible  of  Mr. 
'  Barton's  extraordinary  merit,  that  I 
'  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  alter  my 

*  refoluticn  of  living  a  (ingle  life,  and 
'  to  put  my  happinefs  in  his  hands,  by 

.".g  him  with  a  legil  title  to  my 

*  pcribn  and  fortune,  fuch  as  they  are. 
'  The  bulinefs  at  prefent,  is  to  huve  tlic 


'  waitings  drawn;  and  I  mall  be  obliged 
'  to  you,  if  you  will  recommend  a  lawyer 
'  to  me  for  that  purpofe.1 

You  may  guei's  what  an  effccl:  this 
oveiture  had  upon  me ;  who,  from  the 
information  of  my  nephew,  expected  that 
Barton  was  to  make  a  formal  declaration 
of  his  paifion  for  Liddy.  I  could  not  help 
gazing  in  filent  aftonifmnent,  alternately 
at  Tabby,  and  her  fuppof'ed  admirer; 
which  laft  hur.g  his  head  in  the  melt  auk- 
ward  confuiion  for  a  fUv  minutes,  and 
then  retired,  on  pretence  of  being  fud- 
denly  fei-ed  with  'a  vertigo.  Mrs.  Tabi- 
tha  atfefted  much  concern,  and  would 
have  had  him  make  ule  of  a  bed  in  the 
haule ;  but  he  infilled  on  going  home, 
tJj^t  he  might  have  recourie  to  ibme  drops 
which  lie  kept  for  fuch  uncria-ncies; 
and  his  inamorata  acquiefced.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  was  exceedingly  puzzled  at 
this  adventure,  (though  I  fufpecled  the 
truth)  and  did  not  know  in  what  man- 
ner to  demean  myfelf  towards  Airs.  Ta- 
bitha;  when  Jerry  came  in  and  told  me, 
he  had  juft  feen  Mr.  Barton  alight  from 
his  chariot  at  Lady  Grifkin's  door.  This 
incident  feemed  to  threaten  a  vifit  from 
her  ladyfliip ;  with  which  we  were  ho- 
noured accordingly,  hi  lefs  than  half  an 
hour.  '  I  find/  faid  (he,  '  there  has  been 
'  a  match  of  crofs-purpofes  amorg  you, 
'  good  folks;  and  lam  con,. 
'  to  rights.1  Sofeyihg,  flieprefentedme 
with  the  following  billet. 

*    DEAR  SIR, 

*  T  No  fooner  recollecled  myftlf  from 

'  the  extreme  coufufion  I  was  thrown 
'  into  by  that  unlucky  miftakc  of  your 
'  fifter,  than  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
'  afTure  you,  that  my  devoirs  to  Mrs. 

*  Bramble  never  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
'  ordinary  civility ;  and  that  ir.y  lit 

'  unalterably  fixed   upon    J. '. 

*  Melford,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  de- 
'  clare  to  her  brother  wlien  IK 

'  me  upon  that  fubjeft.     Lady  Grifkin 

4  has  been  fo  gocd  as  to  charge  hcrlilf, 

'  not  only  with  the  delivt  IT  of  this  note, 

'  but  alfo  with  the  tailc  of  undeceiving 

*  Mrs.  Bramble,  for  whom  I  have  the 
.'  moft  profound  refpe£l  and  . 

*  though  my  affection  being  oth, 

4  engaged,  is  no  longer  in  the  power  of, 

*  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

«  RALPH  BARTON.'" 

Having 


HUMPHRY   CLINKER. 


Having  caft  my  eyes  over  this  billet,  I 
told  her  ladyihip  that  I  would  no  longer 
retard  the  frie.ndly  office  (he  had  under- 
taken; and  land  Jerry  forthwith  retired 
into  another  room.    There  we  foon  per- 
ceived the  converfation  grow  very  warm 
betwixt  the  two  ladies ;  ajid,  at  length, 
could  dift.inftly  hear  certain  terms  of  al- 
tercation, which  we  could  no  longer  de- 
lay iiiterrupting,  with  any  regard  to  de- 
corum.   When  we  entered  the  fcene  of 
contention,  we  found  Liddy  had  joined 
the  diiputp.nts,  and  flood  trembling  be- 
twixt them,  as  if  me  had  been  afraid  they 
would  have  proceeded  to  fomething  iriore 
practical  than  words.     Lady  Grifkin's 
face  was  like  the  full-moon  in  a  ftprm  of 
wind,    glaring,  fiery,  and  portentous  ; 
while  Tabby  looked  grim  and  ghallly, 
with  an  afpeft  breathing  difcord  and  dif- 
may.     Our  appearance  put  a  ftop  to  their 
mutual  revilings  :  but  her  ladyiliip  turn- 
ing to  me — '  Coulin/  faid  Ihe,  '  I  can- 
'   not  help  faying  I  have  met  with  a  very 
'  ungrateful  return  from  this  lady,  for 
'  the  'pains  I  have  taken  to  ferve  her  fa- 
'  mily.' — '  My  family  is  much  obliged 
'  to  your  lady  (hip,'  cried  Tabby,  with  a 
kind  of  hyfcerical  giggle ;  '  but  we  have 
c  no  right  to  the  good  offices  of  fuch  an 
'  honb\;rable  go-between.' — 'But,  for 

*  all  that,  good  Mrs.  Tabitha  Bramble,' 
refumed  the  other,  '  I  fliall  be  content 
'  with  the  reflection,  that  virtue  is  it's 
'  own  reward ;  and  it  (hall  not  be  my 
'  fault  if  you  continue  to  make  yourfelf 
'  ridiculous.— Mr.  Bramble,  who  has 
'  no  little  intereft  of  his  own  to  ferve, 
'  will,  no  doubt,  conti'ibute  all  in  his 
'  power  to   promote  a  match  betwixt 
'  Mr.  Barton  and  his  niece,  which  will 

*  be  equally  honourable  and  advantage- 
'  ous— and,  I  dare  fay,  Mifs  Liddy  her- 

*  felf  \vill  haye  no  objection  to  a  mea- 

*  fnre  ib  well  calcidated  to  make  her 

*  happy  in  life.' — '  I  beg  your  ladyihip's 
'  paruon,'  exclaimed  Liddy,  with  great 
vivacity ;  '  I,  have  nothing  but  mifery  to 
'  expeft  from  fuch  a  mealure;  and  I. 
'  hope  my  guardians  will  have  too  much 

*  compaflion,  to  barter  my  peace  of  mind 
'  for  any  confideration  of  intereft  or  for- 
'  tune.' — '  Upon  my  word,  Mifs  Lid- 
'  dy !'  faid  die,  '  you  have  profited  by 
'  the  exaipple  of  your  good  aunt.     I 
'  comprehend  your  meaning,  and  will 
'  explain  it  when  I  have  a  proper  oppor- 

*  tunity.    In  the  meantime,  I  (hall  take: 

*  my  leave. — Madam,  your  mort  obe- 

*  dient  and  devoted  humble  fervant,' 


{aid  me,  advancing  clofe  up  to  my 
and  curu'eying  Ib  io\v,  that  I  ik.,< 
(he  intended  tofquat.heilelf  down  Oil  the 
lionr.     This  faiiuation  Tabby  retur'icd 
with  equal  folemnity;  and  the  <:•<; 
fion  pf  the  .two  faces,  while  the'/  . 
nued  in  this  attitude,  would  be  no  bud 
fubjecl  for  a  pencil  lilc,e  that  of  the  in- 
comparable Hogarth,  if  any  fuch  (hould 
ever  appear  again  in  thefe  times  of  dulnefs 
and  degeneracy. 

Jerry  accompanied  her  ladyfhip  to  her 
houfe,  that  he  might  have  an  onportu- 
nity  to  reftore  the  etuis  to  Barton,  ar.d 
advife  him  to  give  up  his  i'uit,  which 
was  Co  difagreeable  to  his  fu'ler;  againft 
whom,  however,  he  returned  much  irri- 
tated. Lady  Griikin  had  a  flu  red  him  that 
Liddy' s  heart  was  j>re-occupied ;  and  im- 
mediately the  idea  of  Wilibn  recurring  to 
his  imagination,  his  family-pride  took 
the  alarm  :  he  denounced  vengeance  a- 
gainft  that  adventurer,  and  was  difpofed 
to  be  very  peremptory  with  his  iifterj 
but  I  delircd  he  would  fupprefs  his  re- 
fentment,  until  I  ihould  have  talked  with, 
her  in  private. 

The  poor  girl,  when  I  earneftly  preflei 
heron  this  head,  owned,  with  a  flood  of 
tears,  that  Wilfon  had  actually  come  to 
the  Hot- Well  at  Briilol,  and  even  in- 
troduced himftlf  into  our  lodgings  as  a 
Jew  pedlar;  but  that  nothing  had  psfled 
b.-twixt  them,  farther  than  her  begging 
him  to  withdraw  immediately,  if  he  had 
any  regard  for  her  peace  of '-mind  ;  that 
he  had  difappcai'cd  accordingly,  after 
having  attempted  to  prevail  upon  my 
filter's  maid  to  deliver  a  letter.;  y 
however,  (he  refuled  to  vectiye,  thoKgli 
ihe  had  confented  to  carry  a  m 
importing  that  he  was  a  gentleman  or  4 
good  family;  and  that,  in  a  very,  i'ntLe 
time,  he  would  avow  his  pidfio;)  iu  that 
character..  She  confeffed,  that  although 
he  had  not  kept  his  word  in  thi:> 
cular,  he  was  not  yet  altogether  iudihie-- 
rent  to  her  a(fe£tion.;  but  foltiriiily  pro- 
mifed  (he  would  never  cany  on  any  cor- 
reipondence  with  him,  or  any  o'ther  ad- 
mirer, for  the  future,  without  the  pri- 
vity  and  approbation  of  her  brother  and 
me. 

By  this  declaration,  (lie  made  her  own 
peace  with  Jerry ;  but  the  hot-headed 
boy  is  more  than  ever  incenied  againft' 
Wilibn,  whom  he  now  confidcrs  as  an 
impofcor,  that  harbours  fome  infamous 
defign  upon  the  honour  of  his  family. 
As  for  Barton,  he  was  not  a  little  raor-. 

tiiied 


HUMPHRY    CLINKER. 


tofied  to  find  his  prefcnt  returned,  and 
his  addrefles  fo  unfavourably  received : 
hut  he  is  not  a  man  to  be  deeply  affected 
by  fuch.  difappointments ;  and  I  know 
not  whether  he  is  not  as  well  pleafed  with 
being  discarded  by  Liddy,  as  he  would 
have  been  with  a  permiffion  to  profecute 
his  pretenlions,  at  the  rifque  of  being 
eveiy  day  expofed  to  the  revenge  or  ma- 
chinations of  Tabby,  who  is  not  to  be 
flighted  with  impunity.  I  had  notmuch 
time  to  moralize  on  tHefe  occurrences  ; 
for  the  houfe  was  vifited  by  a  contfable 
and  his  gang,  with  a  warrant  from  Juf- 
tice  Buzzard,  to  fearch  the  box  of  Hum- 
phry Clinker,  my  footman,  who  was  juft 
apprehended  as  a  highwayman.  This 
incident  threw  the  whole  family  into 
confufion.  My  filter  fcolded  the  conftable 
for  prefuming  to  enter  the  lodgings  of  a 
gentleman  on  fuch  an  errand,  without 
having  finl  alked  and  obtained  permif- 
Con  j  her  maid  was  frightened  into  fits ; 
and  Liddy  flied  tears  of  companion  for 
the  unfortunate  Clinker ;  in  whole  box, 
however,  nothing  was  found  to  confirm 
the  fiiipicion  of  robbery. 

For  my  own  part,  I  made  no  doubt  of 
the  fellow's  being  miilaken  for  fome 
other  perfon  ;  and  I  \vent  direclly  to  the 
juftice,  in  order  to  procure  his  difcharge : 
but  there  I  found  the  matter  much  mere 
ferious  than  I  expected.-  Poor  Clinker 
llood  trembling  at  the  bar,  furrounded 
by  thief-takers  ;  and  at  a  little  diftance, 
a  thick,  fquat  fellow,  a  pofti'.ion,  his  ac- 
cufer,  who  had  feized  him  in  the  ftreet, 
and  {wore  positively  to  his  peribn,  that 
the  {'aid  Clinker  had,  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  March  la#,  on  Blackheath,  robbed  a 
gentleman  in  a  poil-chaife  which  he  (the 
pollihon)  drove.  This  depofition  was 
(efficient  to  juitify his  commitment;  and 
fcewa&  fent  accordingly  to  Clerkenwell 
prifon,  whither  Jerry  accompanied  him 
in  the  coach,  in  order  to  recommend  him 
properly  to  the  keeper,  that  he  may  want 
for  no  convenience  which  the  place  af- 
fords. 

The  fpeclators,  who  afiembled  to  fte 
this  highwayman,  were  fagadous  enough 
todifcern  fometh ing  very  villainous  in  his 
afpect ;  which  (begging  their  pardon)  is 
the  very  picture  of  Simplicity;  and  the 
juftice  himfelf  put  a  very  unfa  ourable 
construction  upon  fome  of  his  anfwcrs, 
which,  he  faid,  favoured  of  the  ambi- 
guity and  equivocation  of  an  old  offtnden 
but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  be.-n 
tnore  juft  and  humane  to  impute  them  to 


the  confufion  into  which  we  may  fuppofe 
a  poor  country  lad  to  be  thrown  on  inch 
an  occafion.  I  am  lta'1  perluaded  he  is 
innocent;  and,  in  this  periualion,  I  c;in 
do  no  Ids  than  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours 
that  he  may  not  be  opprefied.  1  mall,  to- 
morrow, fend  my  nephew  to  wait  on  the 
gentleman  who  wa^  robbed,  and  beg  lie 
will  have  the  humanity  to  go  and  fee  the 
prifoner ;  that,  in  cale  he  fhould  find  him 
quite  different  from  the  perfon  of  the 
highwayman,  he  may  bear  teftimony  in 
his  behalf.  Howfoever  it  may  fare  with 
Clinker,  this.curfed  affair  will  be  to  me 
productive  of  intolerable  chagrin.  I  have 
already  caught  a  dreadful  cold,  by  rufti- 
ing  into  the  open  air  from  the  juftice's 
parlour,  where  I  had  been  ftewingin  the 
crowd  ;  and  though  I  fliould  not  be  laid 
up  with  the  gout,  as  I  believe  I  fhr.ll,  I 
mull  Itay  at  London  for  fome  weeks,  till 
this  poor  devil  comes  to  his  trial  at  Ro- 
cheftcrj  fo  that,  in  all  probability]  my 
Northern  expedition  is  blown  up. 

If  you  can  find  any  thing  in  your  phi- 
lolophical  budget,  to  confute  me  in  the 
midil  of  thefe  diilrefics  and  apprehen- 
fions,  pray  let  it  be  communicated  to 
your  unfortunate  friend, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
LONDON,  JUNE  12. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  Of 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR    WAT, 

THE  farce  is  finiflicd,  am!  another 
piece  of  a  graver  calt  brought  up- 
on theftage.  Our  aunt  made  adtfperate 
attack  upon  Barton,  who  had  no  other 
way  of  Caving  himfelf  but  by  leaving  her 
in  jTofleflion  of  the  field,  and  avowing  his 
pretenfions  to  Liddy,  by  whcm  he  has 
been  rejected  in  his  turn.  Lady  Grificiii 
acted  as  his  advocate  and  agent  on  this 
occafion,  with  fuch  zeal  as  embroiled  her 
with  Mrs.  Tabitha,  and  a  high  fctne  of 
altercation  palled  betwixt  thd'e  two  reli- 
gionifts,  which  might  have  come  to  ac- 
tion, had  not  my  uncle  intcrpuied.  They 
are,  however,  reconciled,  in  confequence 
cf  an  event  which  hath  involved  us  nil  in 
trouble  and  difquict.  You  mult  k-iow, 
the  poor  preacher,  Humphry  (.'linker,  is 
now  excirifing  his  minilhy  among  t'nc 
felons  in  Clerkenwell  prilbn.  A  po'Hlion. 
having  fworn  a  robbery  againfl  him,  no 
bail  could  be  taken,  and  he  wns  commit- 
ted 
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ted  tp  uiil,  jjQtwimftanding  all  the  re- 

iV.onlb-ances  and  intereft  my  uncle  could 
make  in  his  behalf. 

All  diings  considered,  the  poor  fellow 
cannot  pofiibly  be  guilty;  and  yet,  I  be- 
lie ;c,  he  runs  forne  riique  of  being  hang- 
ed. Upon  his  examination,  heaniwered 
with  fuch  hesitation  and  rcferve,  as  per- 
ftiaded  ir»oft  of  the  people  who  crowded 
the  place  that  he  was  really  a  knave  j  and 
the  ju&ce's  remarks  confirmed  their  opi-  . 
nion.  Exclufive  of  my  uncle  and  myfeif, 
there  was  only  one  pcrlbu  wlio  feemed 
inclined  to  favour  the  culprit.  He  was 
&  young  man,  well  drefled ;  and,  from 
the  manner  in  which  he  crois-examincd 
the  evidence,  we  took  it -for  granted,  that 
he  was  a  ftudent  in  one  of  the  inr.s  of 
court.  He  freely  checked  the  jufiice  for 
fi^me  uncharitable  inferences  he  made  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  priibner;  and  even 
ventured  to  difpute  widi  his  \vorfhip  on 
•erf.iia  points  of  law. 

My  uncle,    provoked  at  the  uncon- 
rirdal  and  dubious  anfwers  of  Clinker, 
\.'u-  itemed  in  danger  of  falling  a  facri- 
fice  to  his  own  fimplicity,  exclaimed — 
In  the  name  of  God,  if  you  are  inno- 
cent, lay  ib!' — '  No  I'  cried  he,  '  God  . 
forbid  that  I  mould  call  myfeif  inno- 
cent, while  my  conference  is  burdened 
with  fm !' — '  What,  then,  you  did  com- 
mit this  robbery?'  refumed  his  mafter. 
No,  fure!'  faid  he.    *  B Idled  be  the 
Lord,  I  nin  free  of  that  guilt!' 
Here  the  juitice  interpofed,  obfcrving, 
tinat  the  man  feemed  inclined  to  make  a 
difcovery,  by  turning  king's  evidence, 
and  defired  the  clerk  to  take  his  confef- 
Mi>n  ;    upon  which  Humphry  declared, 
that  he  looked  upon  contemon  to  be  a 
popiih  fraud,  invented  by  the  Whore  of 
Babylon.     The  Templar,  affirmed,  that 
the  poor  fellow  was  non  compos ;  and 
exlioited  the  juftice  to  difcharge  him  as 
it  lunatick.      '  You  know  very  well,' 
added  he,  *  that  the  robbery  in  quef- 
'  tion  was  not  committed  by  tlie  pri- 
'  loner.' 

'  The  thief-takers  grinned  at  one  ano- 
ther; and' Mr.  Juftice  Buzzard  replied, 
with  great  emotion — '  Mr.  Martin,  I 
*  defire  you  will  mind  your  own  bullnefs; 
'  I  ih:i!l  convince  you  one  of  thefe  days 
'  that  I  undcrihmd  mine.'  In  fhort, 
there  was  no  remedy;  the  m'ttimus  was 
made  out,  and  poor  Clinker  Tent  t  j  prifon 
in  a  hackney-coach,  guarded  by  the  con- 
ftabk,  and  accompanied  by  your  humble  . 


fervant.  JBy  'the  way,  -I  was  not  a  litt!» 
furprized  to  hear  this  retainer  to  juftice 
bid  the  priibner  to  keep,  up  his  fpirits, 
for  that  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  but  that 
he  would  get  off  tor  a'few  weeks  confine- 
ment. He  laid,  his  worfliip  knew  very 
well  that  Clinker  was  innocent  of  the 
fail: ;  and  that  the  real  highwayman,  who 
robbed  the  chaife,  was  no  other  than 
that  very  individual  Mr.  Martin,  who 
had  pleaded  ib  ftrenuoufly  for  houeil 
Humphry. 

Confounded  at   this   information,  I 
afkcd — '  Why*  then,  is  he  fuffered  to  go 
about  at  his  liberty,  and  this  poor  in- 
nocent fellow  treated  as  a  malefa&or  ?* 
•'  We  have  exacl:  intelligence  of  all 
Mr.  Martin's  tranfa6lions,'  faid  he; 
but  as  yet  there  is  no  evidence  1'uffi- 
cient  for  his  conviction:   and  as  for 
this  young  man,  the  juftice  could  do 
no  lefs  than  commit  him,  as  the  poiti- 
lion  fwore  point-blank  to  his  identity.' 
— *  So  if  this  rafcallypoftilion  /hculd  per- 
'  fitv  in  the  falfity  to  which  he  is  Iworn," 
laid  I,  '  this  innocent  lad  may  be  brought 
'  to  the  gallows!' 

The  conttableobferved,  that  he  would 
have  time  enough  to  prepare  Tor  his  triai, 
and  jnight  prove  an  alibi;  or,  perhaps, 
Martin  might  be  apprehended  and  con- 
victed for  another  tacl: ;  in  which  cafe, 
he  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  this 
affair  upon  himfclf :  or,  finally,  if  thefe 
chances  mould  fail,  and  the  evidence 
(land  good  again  ft  Clinker,  the  vary 
mi glit  recommend  him  to  mercy,  in  con- 
fideration  of  his  youth,  efpecially  if  this 
mould  appear  to  be  die  firit  facl  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty. 

Humphry  owned  he  could  not  pretend 
to  recollect  where  he  had  been  on  the 
day  when  tlie  robbery  was  committed, 
much  lefs  prove  a  circumftmice  of  that 
kind  fo  far  back  as  fix  months,  though 
he  knew  he  had  been  fick  of  the  fever  ami 
ague;  which,  however,  did  not  prevent 
him  from  going  about.  Then,  turning 
up  his  eyes,  he  c;:;cular.cd — '  The  Lord^s 
'  will  be  done !  If  it  be  niy  fate  to  furfer, 
'  I  hope  I  ihall  not  dtigrace  the  faith,  of 
*  which,  though  unworthy,  I  make  pro- 
<  feflion!1 

When  I  exprefTed  my  furprize,  tnat 
the  accufer  fhi>v!d  perfift  in  charging 
Clinker,  without  taking  the  leaft  notice 
of  the  real  robber,  who  ftood  before  him, 
and  to  whom,  indeed,  Humphry  bon*  not 
the  frnalk'ft  refujibbnce}  the  ton'table 
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(who  was  hJrnfelf  a  thief-taker)  gave  me 
to  uriJerihiTvl  tint  Mr.  Mr.rtin  was  the 
bell  qualified  for  hv.iincfs  of  all  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  road  he  had  ever  known ; 
that  he  had  always  acted" on  his  own  bot- 
tom, without  piitncr  or'  cnrrefpondent, 
and  never  went  to  work,  'out  when  he 
wasccol  and  fohel*;  thut  his  courage' and" 
prtlence  of  mind' never  failed  him;  that' 
his  addrefs  was  genteel,  and  his  behaviour 
void  of  all  cruelty  and  inibk-rice ;  that  he 
never  incumbered  himfeif  with  watches* 
or  trinkets,  nor  even  with  bank-notes, 
but  always  de:j.!t  for  ready  -  money,  and 
that  in  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  that  he  could  difguife  himfeif  and 
his  horfe  in  fuch'a  manner,  that,  after  the 
aftion,  it  was  impoilihle  to  recognize'  ei- 
ther the  one  or  the  other.  '  This  great 
man,'  (aid  he,  '  has  r>.  \ount 

in  all  the  roads  within  fifty  miles  of 
London  above  fifteen  months,  and  has 
done  more  bufiriefs  in  that  time  than 
all  the  reft  of  the  profemori  put'toge- 
ther;  for  thole  who  pals  through  Vis 
hand:,  with,  that 

they  have  no  deiire  to  give  him  the 
leaft  dilhirbance  :  but,  for  all  that,  his 
race  is  ahnolt  run ;  he  is  now  flutter- 
ing about  iu'rice  l:!:c  a  moth  about 
a  candle;  there' are  fomany  lime-t- 
laid  in  his  way,  that  I  will  bett  a 
cool  hundred  he  iV/ings"  before"  Chrift- 
mas.' 

Shall  I  <vvn  to  you,  that  this  portrait, 
drawn  by  a  .  •ighteneil  by  •wfot 

I  my  felt  ki 

has  inttrerfed  m .-  fate'of 

poor  Marth  . 

intended  for  a  x'.fei'ul  and    hono 
r  of  tint  coiniTuinity  upon 
he  now  preys  for  fubfnlence  ?  It  . 
he 'lived  foine  time  as  a  clerk  to  a  t', 
merchant,  whole  daughter  Martin  liavir.g 
privately  in  led,  and  his 

wife  turned  oxit  of  doors.  She  did  not 
long  furvive  her  i  'id  Martin, 

txirning  fortune-hunter,  could  net  fupply 
his  occafions  any  other  \vav  than  by  tak- 
ing to  the  road,  in  which  In:  has  trave'L-d 
hitherto  with  uncommon  faccefs.  lie 
pays  his  refpecls  regtil:irly  to  Mr.  Juftice 
Buzzard,  the  thief-  catcher-general  of  this 
metropolis  ;  and  foiv  -'inr  s  they  fmok'e  a 
pipe  t>  y  lo-.ingiy,  when  the 

c  .    .       turns upon  the  na- 

ture of  evidence.  The  juftice  has  given 
him  fair  warning  to  takfc  care  of  himfc'.f, 
and  he  has  received  his  cr-.-iiion  in  good 
part.  Hitherto  he  has  baffled  all  the  vi- 


gilance, art,  and  activity,  of  Buzzard  and 
hiserrfiriaries,  with  iuch  conduct  as  would 
have  done  honour  to  the  rrenius  of  a 
Crefar'  or  a-Turerme:  but  he  has  one 
weaknefs,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  all 
the  heroes  of  the  tribe  ;  namely,  an  in- 
difcreet  devotion  to  the  fair-lex;  and,  in 
all  probability,  he  will  be  attacked  on 
this  defencekis  quarter. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  faw  the  body  of 
poor  Clinker  configned  to  the  gaoler  cf 
Clerkenweil,  to  wliofe  indulgence  I  re- 
commended him  fo  effichially,  that  he 
received  him  in.themofthofpitable  man- 
ner,  though  there  was  a  neceffity  for 
equipping  him  with  a  fuit  of  irons,  in 
which  he  made  a  very  rueful  appearance. 
The  poor  creature  feemed  as  much  af  • 
fecTfed  by  my  uncle's  kindnefs  as  by  his 
own  misfortune,  when  I  aMhred  him  that 
nothing  fliduld  be  left  undone  for  pro- 
curing his  enlargement,  and  making  his 
confinement  eafy  in  the  mean  time;  he 
fell  down  on  his  knees,  and  kitting  my 
hand,  which  he  Bathed  with  his  tears — 
O  {quire!*  cried  he,  fobbing,  '  what 
mall  I  fay  ?  I  cannot — ro — I  cannot 
fpeak !  My  poor  heart  is  burfting  with 

•  :de  to  you  and  my  dear — dear- 
generous— noble  benefactor ! ' 

Iprbteft,  thefcene  became  fopathetick, 
that  I  was  fain  to  force  myfelf  away,  :>rui 
returned  to  my 'uncle,  who  lent  me  in  the 
afternoon  with  a  compliment  to  one  Mr.  . 
Mend,  the  perfon  who  had  b-.-cn  robbed 
on  Blackheath.  As  I  did  not  find  him 
at  home,  I  It  ft  a  ineltage,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  cailcd  at  our  .lodgings  this 
morning,  ;>nd  very  humaneiv  agreed  io 

•  prifoner.     By  Lady 
Griffin  had  come  to  make  her  i 
compliments  of  condolence  to  Mis.  Ta- 
bitha,  on  this  domeftick  calamity ;  and 
that  prudent  maiden,  whole  pafTion  was 
new  cooled,  thought  jjrope'r  to  i 

her  lanyfrTip  fo  civiliy,  that  a  reconcilia- 
tion immediately  .enfued.  Tlui'j  t'-vo  la- 

1  to  comfort  the  poo 
;<i  their  own  perfons;    ;i:id  Mr. 
and  I  fquirfd  them   to  Cl.. 
well,  ray  uncle  b:  iiome 

by  fome  flight  complaints  in  his  ftomach 
aiid  bo, 

Th.  v/ho   received    us   at 

Clerkenwtll,  looked  remarkably  fallen ; 
and  when  \\e  enquired  for  Clinker — '  I 
'  do  not  care  if  the  devil  had  him,'  faid 
he;  '  here  has  been  nothing  but  canting 
'  and  praying  fmce  the  fellow  entered 
'  the  place.  Rabbit  him !  die  tap  wilj 

«  be 
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be  mined!  We  han't  fold  a  cafk  of 
beer,  nor  a  dozen  of  wine,  fince  he  paid 
his  garni fh  :  the  gentlemen  get  drunk 
with  nothing  but  your  damned  reli- 
gion !  For  ray  part,  I  believe  as  how 
your  man  deals  with  the  devil !  Two 
or  three  as  bold  hearts  as  ever  took  the 
air  -upon  Hounflow,  have  been  blub- 
bering all  night }  and  if  the  fellow  an't 
fpeedily  removed  by  Habeas  Corpus, 
or  otherwile,  I'll  be  damn'd  if  there's 
a  grain  of  true  fpirit  left  within  thefe 
walls  !  We  (han't  have  a  foul  to  do  cre- 
dit to  the  place,  or  make  his  exit  like 
a  true-born  Englifhman!  Damn  my 
eyes !  there  will  be  nothing  but  fhivel- 
ing  in  the  cart ;  we  mall  all  die  like  ib 
many  pfaltn-finging  weavers?' 
In  ihoit,  we  found  that  Humphry  was, 
at  that  veiy  inftant,  haranguing  the  fe- 
lons in  the  chapel,  and  that  the  gaoler's 
wife  and  daughter,   together  with  my 
aunt's  woman,  Win.  Jenkins,  and  our 
houfe-maid,  were  among  the  audience, 
which  we  immediately  joined.     I  never 
faw  any  thing  ib  ftrongly  pifturefque  as 
this  congregation  of  felons  clanking  their 
chains,  in  mfc  midftof  whom  flood  orator 
Clinker,  expatiating,  in  a  tranfport  of  fer- 
vour, on  the  torments  of  bell,  denounced 
in  Scripture  againft  evil-doers,  compre- 
hending murderers,  robbers,  thieves,  and 
whoremongers .  The  variety  of  attention 
exhibited  in  the   faces  of  thofe  rega- 
in uiEng,  formed  a  groupe  that  would  not 
have  difgraced  the  pencil  of  a.  Raphael. 
In  one,  it  denoted  admiration  5  in  ano- 
ther, doubt  5  in  a  third,  difdain ;  in  a 
fourth,  contempt;  in  a  fifth,  terror  $  in 
a  iixth,  derifion;  and  in  a  feventh,  in- 
dignation.    As  for  Mrs.  Winifred  Jen- 
kins, me  was  in  tears,  overwhelmed  with 
forrow ;  but  whether  for  her  own  hns,  or 
the  misfortune  of  Clinker,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  fay.     The  other  females  feemed 
to  lilten  with  a  mixture  of  wonder  and 
devotion.  The  gaoler's  wife  declared  he 
was  a  faint  in  trouble,  faying,  fhe  ^viflied 
from  her  heart  there  was  fuch  another 
good  foul,  like  him,   in  eveiy  gaol  in 
England. 

Mr.  Mead,  having  earneftly  furveyed 
the  preacher,  declared  his  appearance 
was  Ib  different  from  that  of  the  perfon 
who  robbed  him  on  Blackheath,  that  he 
could  freely  make  oath  he  was  not  the 
man.  But  Humphry  himfelf  was  by  this 
time  pretty  well  rid  of  all  apprehenfions 
of  being  hanged ;  for  he  had  been  the 
Right  before  ibkmnly  tried  and  acquitted 


by  his  fellow-prifoners,  fome  of  whom 
he  had  already  converted  to  methodil'm* 
He  now  made  proper  acknowledgments 
for  the  honour  of  our  vifit,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  kifs  the  hands  of  the  ladies, 
who  aflured  him  he  might  depend  upon 
their  friendship  and  protection.  Lady 
Grifkin,  in  her  great  zeal,  exhorted  his 
fellow-prifoners  to  profit  by  the  precious 
opportunity  of  having  fuch  a  faint  in 
bonds  among  them,  and  turn  over  a  new 
leaf  for  the  benefit  of  their  poor  fouls ; 
and,  that  her  admonition  might  have  the 
greater  cfft£t,  (lie  reinforced  it  with  her 
bounty. 

While  Hie  and  Mrs.  Tabby  returned 
in  the  coach,  with  the  two  maid-fervants, 
I  waited  on  Mr.  Mead  to  the  houle  of 
Juftice  Buzzard  ;  who,  having  heard  his 
declaration,  faid  his  oath  could  be  of  no 
ufe  at  preient,  but  that  he  would  be  a 
material  evidence  for  the  prifoner  at  his 
trial ;  Ib  that  there  feenis  to  be  no  remedy 
but  patience  for  poor  Clinker :  and,  in- 
deed, the  fame  virtue  or  medicine  will  bs 
neceflary  for  us  all,  the  fquire,  in  parti- 
cular, who  had  1st  his  heart  upon  his  ex- 
curfion  to  the  northward. 

While  we  were  viiiting  honeft  Hum- 
phry in  Clerkeuwell  prifon,  my  uncle  re- 
ceived a  much  more  extraordinary  viiit  at 
his  own  lodgings.  Mr.  Martin,  of  whom 
I  have  made  fuch  honourable  mention, 
defired  permiflion  to  pay  him  his  refpecls, 
and  was  admitted  accordingly.  He  told 
him,  that  having  obferved  him,  at  Mr. 
Buzzard's,  a  good  deal  dilhirbed  by  what 
had  happened  to  his  fervant,  he  had  come 
to  affure  him  he  had  nothing  to  appre- 
hend for  Clinker's  life  5  for,  if  it  was 
poflible  that  any  jury  could  find  him 
guilty  upon  fuch  evidence,  he,  Mar- 
tin himfelf,  would  produce  in  court  a 
perfon,  whole  ctaioiition  would  bring 
him  oft"  clear  as  ^e  fun  at  noon.  Sure, 
the  fellow  v/ouia  not  be  ib  romantick  as 
to  take  the  robbery  upon  himfelf!  He 
faid,  the  poftilion  was  an  infamous  fel- 
low, who  had  been  a  dabbler  in  the  fame 
profeffion,  and  faved  his  life  at  the  Old 
Bailey  by  impeaching  his  companions  ; 
that  being  now  reduced  to  great  poverty, 
he  had  made  this  deiperate  pufh,  to  fwear 
away  the  life  of  an  innocent  man,  in 
hopes  of  having  the  reward  upon  his 
conviction  ;  but  that  lie  would  find  him- 
felf miferably  disappointed,  for  the  juf- 
tice  and  his  myrmidons  were  determined 
to  admit  of  no  interloper  in  this  branch 
of  bufmefs ;  and  that  he  did  not  at  all 
M  doubt 
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doubt  but  that  they  would  find  matter 
enough  to  ftop  the  evidence  himfelf  be- 
fore the  next  gaol-delivery.  He  affirm- 
ed, that  all  theie  circumftances  were  well 
known  to  the  juftice ;  and  that  his  fe- 
verity  to  Clinker  was  no  other  than  a 
hint  to  his  mafter  to  make  him  a  prefent 
in  private,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
candour  and  humanity. 

This  hint,  however,  was  fo  unpalat- 
able to  Mr.  Bramble,  that  he  declared, 
vvith  great  warmth,  he  would  rather  con- 
fine himfelf  for  life  to  London,  which  he 
deteired,  than  be  at  liberty  to  leave  it  to- 
morrow, in  confequence  of  encouraging 
corruption  in  a  magiftrate.  Hearing, 
however,  how  favourable  Mr.  Mead's 
report  had  been  for  the  prifoner,  he  is 
refolved  to  take  the  advice  of  counfel  in 
what  manner  to. proceed  for  his  imme- 
diate enlargement.  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  that  in  a  day  or  two  this  troublefome 
bufinefs  may  be  difcuffed  5  and  in  this 
hope  we  nre  preparing  for  our  journey. 
If  our  endeavours  do  not  mifcarry,  we 
fhall  have  taken  the  field  before  you  hear 
again  frcm  yours, 

J.  MELFORD. 
LONDON, JUNE  u. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

THANK  Heaven,  dear  Lewis,  the 
clouds  are  difperfed,  and  I  have 
now  the  cleared  profpecl  of  my  fummer 
campaign,  which,  I  hope,  I  lhall  be  able 
to  begin  to-morrow.  I  took  the  advice 
of  counfel  with  refpecl  to  the  cafe  of 
Clinker,  in  whofe  favour  a  lucky  inci- 
dent has  intervened.  The  fellow  who 
accufed  him  has  had  -his  own  batteiy 
turned  upon  himfelf.  Two  days  ago  he 
was  apprehended  for,  a  robbery  on  the 
highway,  and  committed  on  the  evidence 
of  an  accomplice.  Clinker,  having 
moved  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  was 
brought  before  the  lord  chief  jufrice,  who, 
in  confequence  of  an  aftid.avitof  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  robbed,  importing 
that  the  laid  Clinker  was  not  the  perfon 
who-  flopped  him  on  the  highway,  as 
well  as  in  confideration  of  the  poftilion's 
character  and  prefent  circumftances,  was 
pie  af.d  to  order  that  my  fervant  mould  be 
admitted  to  bail,  and  he  has  been  dif- 
chargcd  accordingly,  to  the  unfpeakable 
fatisfaction  of  our  whole  fr.mily,  to  which 
he  has  recommended  himfelf  in  an  ex- 
traordinary manner,  not  only  by  his 


obliging  deportment,  but  by  his  talents 
of  preaching,praying,and  finging  pf  alms ; 
which  he  has  exercifed  with  fuch  effect, 
that  even  Tabby  refpectshim  as  a  choft-n 
vefiel.  If  there  was  any  thing  like  af- 
fcftation  or  hypocrify  in  this  excefs  of 
religion,  I  would  not  keep  him  in  my 
fervice  ;  but,  fo  far  as  I  canobferve,  the 
fellow's  character  is  downright  fimpli- 
city,  wanned  with  a  kind  of  enthuiiafm, 
which  renders  him  veiy  fufceptible  of 
gratitude  and  attachment  to  his  benefac- 
tors. 

As  he  is  an  excellent  horfcrr.an,  ?.nd 
uaderftands  farriery,  I  have  bought  a 
ftout  gelding  for  his  ufe,  that  he  may  at- 
tend us  on  the  road,  and  have  an  eye  to 
our  cattle,  m  caie  the  coachman  mould 
not  mind  his  bufinefs.  My  nephew,  who 
is  to  ride  hisowniaddle-horie,  has  taken 
upon  trial  a  fervant  juft  come  from 
with  his  former  mafter,  Sir  William 
Strollop,  who  vouches  for  his  hor.dly. 
The  fellow,  whofe  name  is  Dutton,  feems 
to  be  a  petit-maitre.  He  has  got  a  fmat- 
tering  of  French,  bows,  and  grins,  and 
mrugs,  and  takes  fnuu"  u  la  ni'.de  de 
France-^  but  values  himfelf  chiefly  upon 
his  fltill  and  dexterity  in  hair-drtfimg. 
If  I  am  not  much  deceived  by  appear- 
ance, he  is  jn  all  refpecls  the  very  con  - 
trail  of  Humphry  Clinker. 

My  fifter  has  made  up  matters  with 
Lady  Grifkin ;  though  I  muft  own  I 
mould  not  have  been  lorry  to  lee  that 
connection  entirely  deftroyed :  but  Tab- 
by is  not  of  a  difpoiition  to  forgive  Bar- 
ton ;  who,  I  understand,  is  gene  to  his 
feat  in  Berklhire  for  the  fummer  leafon. 
I  cannot  hdpfufpecting,  that  in  the  trea- 
ty of  peace  which  has  been  lately  ratified 
betwixt  thofe  two  females,  it  is  ftipulated 
that  her  ladyfhip  fhall  ufe  her  bcft  endea- 
vours to  provide  an  agreeable  helpmate 
for  our  filler  Tpbitha,  who  feems  to  be 
quite  defperate  in  her  matrimonial  de- 
figns.  Perhaps  the  match-maker  is  to 
have  a  valuable  confideration  in  the  w:iy 
of  brokerage,  which  me  will  molt  certain- 
ly deferve,  if  fhe  can  nnd  any  man  in  his 
fenfes  who  will  yoke  with  Mrs.  Bramble 
from  motives  of  affection  or  intereit. 

I  find  my  fpirits  and  my  health  affect 
each  other  reciprocally ;  that  is  to  (ay, 
every  thing  that  difccmpofes  my  mint), 
produces  aeorrefpondeiit  diforder  in  my 
body;  and  my  bodily  con1. plaints  are  re- 
markably mitigated  by  thole  conf<dera- 
tions  that  diflipate  the  clouds  of  mental 
chagrin.  The  impriforanent  of  Clinker 
brought 
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brought  on  thoie  fymptoms  which  I  men- 
tioned in  my  laft,  and  now  they  are  va- 
nifhed  at  his  difcharge.  Itmuit  be  own- 
ed, indeed,  I  took  fome  of  the  tincture  of 
ginleng,  prepared  according  to  your  pre- 
fcription,and  found  it  exceedingly  grate- 
ful to  the  Itomac'h  ;  but  the  pain  and  iick- 
nefs  continued. to  return,  after  fhort  in- 
tervals, till  the  anxiety  of  my  mind  was 
entirely  removed,  and  then  I  found  my- 
felf  perfectly  at  eafe.  We  have  had  fail- 
weather  thefe  ten  days,  to  the  aftoniih- 
ment  of  the  Londoners,  who  think  it 
portentous.  If  you  enjoy  the  fame  in- 
dulgence in  Wales,  I  hope  Barnes  has 
got  my  hay  made,  and  fafe  cocked,  by 
this  time.  As  we  (hall  be  in  motion 
for  fome  weeks,  I  cannot  expect  to  hear 
from  you  as  ufual ;  but  I  mall  continue 
to  write  from  every  place  at  which  we 
make  any  halt,  that  you  may  know  our 
track,  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  neceffary  to 
communicate  any  thing  to  your  allured 
friend, 

MATT. BRAMBLE. 
LONDON,  JUNE  14. 


TO  MRS.  MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLE- 
TON-HALL. 

DEAR    MARY, 

HAVI N  G  the  occafion  of  my  coufm 
Jenkins  of  Aberga'ny,  I  fend  you, 
as  a  token,  a  turkey-fliell  comb,  a  kipie 
of  yards  of  green  ribbon,  and  a  famient 
upon  the  nothingnefs  of  good  \yorks, 
which  was  preached  in  the  Tabernacle ; 
and  you  will  alfo  receive  a  horn-buck 
for  Saul,  whereby  (he  may  learn  her  let- 
ters 5  for  I'm  much  confarned  about  the 
ftate  of  her  poor  ible :  and  what  are  all 
the  purfuits  of  this  life  to  the  confarns 
of  that  immortal  part  ?  What  is  life 
but  a  veil  of  affliction  ?  O  Mary !  the 
whole  family  have  been  in  fuch  ?.  con- 
fiipation !  Mr.  Clinker  has  been  in 
trouble,  but  the  gates  of  hell  have  not 
been  able  to  prevail  again  him.  His  vir- 
tue is  like  poor  goul,  feven  times  tried 
in  the  fire.  He  was  tuck  up  for  a  rub- 
bery, and  had  before  guftafs  Bufshard, 
who  made  his  mittamoufe  ;  and  the  pore 
youth  was  fent  to  prifon  upon  the  ialfe 
oaf  of  a  willian,  that  wanted  to  fware  his 
life  away  for  the  looker  of  cain. 

The  fquire  did  all  in  his  power,  but 
could  not  prevent  his  being  put  in  chains, 
and  confined  among  common  manufac- 
tors,  where  he  ftud  like  an  innocent  Iheep 


in  the  midft  of  wolves  and  tigers.  Lord 
knows  what  mought  have  happened  to 
this  pyehoufe  young  man,  if  mailer  had 
not  applied  to  Apias  Korkus,  who  lives 
with  the  ould  bailiff,  and  is,  they  lay, 
five  hundred  years  ould,  (God  blef's  us!) 
and  a  congeror  :  but  if  he  be,  lure  I  am 
he  don't  deal  with  the  devil,  otherwife  he 
wouldn't  have  fought  out  Mr.  Clinkei* 
as  he  did,  in  fpite  of  ftone  walls,  iron 
bolts,  and  double  locks,  that  fiew  open 
at  his  command  ;  fur  ould  Scratch  has 
not  a  greater  enemy  upon  hearth  than 
Mr.  Clinker,  who  is,  indeed,  a  very 
powerful!  labourer  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. I  do  no  more  than  yule  the  words 
of  my  good  lady,  who  has  got  the  infec- 
tual  calling ;  and,  I  truft,  that  even  my- 
felf,  though  unworthy,  fhail  find  greafe 
to  be  excepted.  Mils  Liddy  has  been 
touched  to  the  quick,  but  is  a  little  timor- 
fome :  howibmever,  I  make  no  doubt,' 
but  (he,  and  all  of  us,  will  be  brought, 
by  the  endeavours  of  Mr.  Clinker,  to 
produce  blefled  fruit  of  generation  and 
repentance .  As  for  matter  and  the  young 
fquire,  they  have  as  yet  had  narro  glimpfe 
of  the  new  light.  I  doubt  as  how  their 
harts  are  hardened  by  worldly  wifdom, 
which,  as  the  pyebill  faith,  is  foolimnefs 
in  the  fight  of  God. 

O  Mary  Jones !  pray  without  feizing 
for  greafe  to  prepare  you  for  the  opera- 
tions of  this  wonderful  inftrument,  which, 
I  hope,  will  be  exorcil'ed  this  winter, 
upon  you  and  others  at  Brambleton  Hall. 
To-morrow  we  are  to  fet  cut  in  a  eox 
and  four  for  Yorkshire  ;  and,  I  believe, 
we  mall  travel  that  way  far,  and  far,  and 
farther  than  I  can  tell :  but  I  (han't  go 
fo  far  as  to  forget  my  friends ;  and  Maty 
Jones  will  always  be  rememembered  as 
one  of  them  by  her  humble  farvant, 

WIN.  JENKINS. 
LONDON,  JUNE  14. 


TO   MRS.  GWYLLIM,  HOUSEKEEPER. 
AT  BtlAMBLETON-HALL. 

MRS.   GWVl  LIM, 

I  Can't  help  thinking  it  very  ftrange 
that  I  never  had  an  anlWer  to  the  let- 
ter I  wrote  you  feme  weeks  ago  from 
Bath,  concerning  the  four  bear,  the  gan- 
der, and  the  maids  eating  butter,  which 
I  won't  allow  to  be  wafted.  We  are  now 
going  upon  a  long  gurney  to  the  north, 
whereby  I  defire  you  will  redouble  your 
care  and  circuniflexion,  that  the  family 
M  a  may 
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may  he  well  mangcd  in  '>ur  abfence ;  for 
you  know  you  mutt  render  account,  not 
only  to  your  earthly  mafter,  but  allb  to 
him  that  is  above ;  and  if  you  are  found 
a  good  and  faithful  farvant,  great  will 
be  your  reward  in  haven.  I  hope  there 
will  be  twenty  ilun  of  cheele  ready  for 
market  by  the  time  I  got  huom,  and  as 
much  owl  fpun  as  will  make  half  a  dozen 
pair  of  blankets ;  and  that  the  favings  of 
the  butter-milk  will  fetch  me  a  good 
penny  before  Maitinmais,  as  the  two 
pigs  are  to  be  fed  for  baking  with  birch- 
mail  and  acrons. 

I  wrote  to  Doctor  Lews  for  the  fame 
porpuls,  but  he  never  had  the  good  man- 
ners to  take  the  lead  notice  of  my  letter; 
for  which  reafon  I  mall  never  favour  him 
with  another,  though  he  befhits  me  en 
his  bended  knees.  You  will  do  well  to 
keep  a  watchful  eye  over  the  hind  Vil- 
liams,  who  is  one  of  his  amiffories,  and, 
I  believe,  no  better  than  he  mould  be  at 
bottom.  God  forbid  that  I  fhotiid  lack 
cariitiaii  charity  ;  but  charity  begins  at 
huom  ;  and  fure  nothing  can  be  a  more 
charitable  work  than  to  rid  the  family  of 
iuch  vermine.  I  do  iuppole  that  the 
brindled  cow  has  been  had  to  the  par- 
fon's  bull,  that  old  Moil  has  had  another 
litter  of  pigs,  and  that  Dick  is  become  a 
v  mauler.  Pray  order  every  thing 
for  the  belt,  and  be  frugal,  and  keep  the 
maids  to  their  labour.  If  I  had  a  pri- 
vate opportunity,  I  would  fend  them  ibme 
hmiiis  to  img  inllead  of  prophane  bal- 
lads; but,  as  I  can't,  they  and  you  mult 
be  contented  with  the  prayers  of  your 
affured  friend, 

T.  BRAIJBLE. 
LONDON,  JUNE  14. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS, BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OX  ON. 

DKAR   PKIM.irs, 

TH  E  very  day  after  I  wrote  my  laft, 
Clinker  was  fet  at  liberty.  As  Mar- 
tin had  foretold,  the  acculer  was  him- 
Telf  committed  for  a  robbery  upon  \>n- 
quciVionable  evidence.  He  had  been  for 
fome  time  in  thefnares  of  the  thief-tak- 
ing fociety ;  who,  refenting  his  prefump- 
tion  in  attempting  to  encroach  upon  their 
monopoly  of  impeachment,  had  nim  tak- 
en rip  and  comm.ittfd  to  Newgnte,  on 
the  depolition  of  an  accomplice,  who  has 
been  admitted  as  evidence  for  the-  king. 
The  poftilion  bung  upon  record  a;  an  old 


offender,  the  chief  jnftice  made  no  fcrnv 
pie  of  admitting  Clinker  to  bail,  when 
he  perilled  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Mead, 
importing  that  the  faid  Clinker  was  not 
the  perfon  that  robbed  him  on  Black- 
heath;  and  honeft  Humphry  was  dif- 
charged.  When  he  came  home,  he  ex- 
pvefled  great  eagernefs  to  pay  his  relpecls 
to  his  mafter;  and  here  hi*  elocution 
failed  him,  but  his  filence  was  pathetick  : 
he  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  embraced 
his  knees,  fhedding  a  flood  of  tears, 
which  my  uncle  did  not  fee  without  emo- 
tion. He  took  fnuffinfome  confufion; 
and,  putting  hi-s  hand  in  his  pocket,  gave 
him  his  blefling  in  Something  more  fub- 
ftantiai  than  words.  '  Clinker/  faid  he, 
'  I  am  fo  well  convinced,  both  of  your 
'  honefty  and  courage,  that  I  am  refolved 
'  to  make  you  my  life-guavdman  on  the 
'  highway.' 

He  was  accordingly  provided  with  a 
cafe  of  piftols,  and  a  carbine  to  be  flung 
acrofs  his  moulders;  and  every  other 
preparation  being  made,  we  let  out  laft 
Thurfday,  at  feven  in  the  morning ;  my 
uncle,  with  the  three  women,  in  the 
coach;  Humphry  well  mounted  on  a 
black  gelding  bought  for  his  ufe;  myfelf 
on  horfeback,  attended  by  my  new  va- 
let, Mr.  Dutton,  an  exceeding  cox- 
comb, frefh  from  his  travels,  whom  I 
have  taken  upon  trial.  The  fellow  wears 
a  Iblitaire,  ufes  paint,  and  takes  rappee 
with  all  the  grimace  of  a  French  mar- 
quis. At  prefent,  however,  he  is  in  a 
riding-drefs,  jack-boots,  leather  breech- 
es, afcarlet  waiftcoat  with  gold  binding, 
a  laced  hat,  a  hanger,  a  French  polling - 
whip  in  his  hand,  and  his  hair  e n  queue. 

Before  we  had  gone  nine  miles,  m\* 
horfe  loft  one  of  his  (hoes ;  fo  that  I  was 
obliged  to  flop  at  Barnet  to  have  another, 
while  the  coach  proceeded  at  an  eaiy 
pace  over  the  common.  About  a  mile 
fhort  of  Hatfield,  the  poftilion,  flopping 
the  carriage,  gave  notice  to  Clinker  that 
there  were  two  fufpicious  fellows  on 
horfeback  at  the  end  of  a  lane,  who  fetm- 
ed  waiting  to  attack  the  coach.  Hum- 
phry forthwith  apprized  my  uncle,  de- 
claring he  would  rland  by  him  to  the 
laft  drop  of  his  blood  ;  and,  unfliuging 
his  carbine,  prepared  for  afhon.  The 
fquire  had  piftols  in  the  pockets  of  the 
coach,  and  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  them 
direclly ;  but  he  was  effectually  prevent- 
ed by  his  female  companions,  who  flung 
themfclves  about  his  neck,  and  fcreamed 
in  conceit.  At  that  inllant,  who  mould 

come 
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•come  up  at  a  hand-gallop  but  Martin 
the  highwayman;  who  advancing  to  the 
coach,  begged  the  ladies  would  compofe 
themlelves  for  a  moment ;  then,  deimng 
Clinker  to  follow  him  to  the  charge,  he 
pulled  a  piitol  out  of  his  bofom,  and 
they  rode  up  together  to  give  battle  to 
the  rogues ;  who,  having  fired  at  a  great 
diftance,  fledacrofs  the  common.  They 
were  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitives  when  I 
came  up,  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  mrieks 
in  the  coach,  where  I  found  my  uncie  in 
a  violent  rage,  without  his  periwig, 
Itruggling  to  difentangle  himfelf  from 
Tabby  and  the  other  two,  and  iwearing 
with  great  vociferation.  Before  I  had 
time  to  interpofe,  Martin  and  Clinker 
returned  from  the  purfuit,  and  die  for- 
mer paid  his  compliments  with  great  po- 
litenefs,  giving  us  to  underlland  that 
the  fellows  had  fcampered  oft",  and  that 
he  believed  they  were  a  couple  of  raw 
"prentices  from  London.  He  commended 
Clinker  for  his  courage,  and  laid,  if  we 
would  give  him  leave,  he  would  have  the 
honour  to  accompany  us  as  far  as  Ste- 
yenage,  where  he  had  fome  bufmefs. 

The  fquire,  having  recolle£ted  and 
adiuited  himfelf,  was  the  h'rft  to  laugh 
at  his  own  lituation ;  but  it  was  not  with- 
out difficulty  that  Tabby's  arms  could 
be  untwifted  from  his  neck,  Liddy's 
teeth  chattered,  and  Jenkins  was  threat- 
ened with  a  fit,  as  ufual.  I  had  com- 
municated to  my  uncle  the  character  of 
Martin,  as  it  was  defcribed  by  the  con- 
ftable,  and  he  was  much  Ihuck  with  it's 
fmgularity.  He  could  not  fuppcie  the 
fellow  hud  any  defign  on  our  company, 
which  was  fo  numerous  and  well  armed ; 
he  therefore  thanked  him  for  the  fervice 
he  had  juft  done  them,  laid  he  would  be 
glad  of  his  company,  and  afked  him  to 
dine  with  us  at  Hatfield.  This  invita- 
tion might  not  have  been  agreeable  to 
the  ladies,  had  they  known  the  real  pro- 
telfion  of  our  guefi ;  but  this  was  a  lecret 
to  all,  except  my  uncle  and  myfelf. 
Mrs.  Tabitha,  however,  would  by  no 
means  confent  to  proceed  with  a  cafe  of 
loaded  piftols  in  the  coach,  and  they  were 
forthwith  difchargedjin  complaifance  to 
her  and  the  reft  of  the  women. 

Being  gratified  in  this  particular,  Ihe 
became  remarkably  good-humoured,  and 
at  dinner  behaved  in  the  molt  affable 
manner  to  Mr.  Martin,  with  whole  po- 
lite addrefs  and  agreeable  converiktion 
fhe  feemed  to  be  much  taken.  After 
dinner,  the  landlord,  accoiljng  me  in  the 


yard,  alked,  with  a  fignificant  look,,  if 
the  gentleman  that  rode  the  forrel  be- 
longed to  our  company.  I  underftcod 
his  meaning,  but  aniwereil — '  No;'  that 
he  had  come  up  with  us  on  the  common, 
and  helped  us  to  drive  away  two  fellows 
that  looked  like  highwaymen.  Ke  nod- 
ded three  times  diftin&ly,  as  much  as  to 
fay,  he  knows  his  cue.  Then  he  en- 
quired if  one  of  thoi'e  men  was  mounted 
6n  a  bay  mare,  and  the  other  on  a  ciiel- 
nut  gelding,  with  a  white  ftreak  down 
his  forehead  ;  and  being  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  allured  me  they  had  rob- 
bed three  polt-chaiies  that  very  morn- 
ing. I  enquired  in  my  turn  if  Mr.  Mar- 
tin was  of  his  acquaintance;  and,  nod- 
din  thrice  again,  he  anlwered,  that  he  had 
feen  the  gentleman. 

Before  we  left  Hatfield,  my  uncle,  fix- 
ing his  eyes  on  Martin  with  iuch  expref- 
fion  as  is  more  eaiily  conceived  than  de- 
fcribed, alked  if  he  often  travelled  that 
road  ;  and  he  replied  with  a  look  which 
denoted  his  underftanding  the  queftion, 
that  he  very  feldom  did  bufmefs  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  In  a  word,  this  ad- 
venturer favoured  us  with  his  company 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Stevenage,  where 
he  took  his  leave  of  the  coach  and  me  in 
very  polite  terms,  and  turned  off  upon  a 
crofs  road,  that  led  to  a  village  on  the 
left.  At  fupper,  Mrs.  Tabby  was  very 
full  in  the  praife  of  Mr.  Martin's  good 
Iciile  and  good  breeding,  and  feemed  to 
regret  that  Ihe  had  not  a  farther  oppor- 
tunity to  make  Ibme  experiment  upon 
his  affection.  In  the  morning,  my  un- 
cie was  not  a  little  furprized  to  receive 
from  the  waiter  a  billet  couched  iii  theie 
words . 


1   SIR, 

'  T  Could  eafily  perceive  from  your 
'  looks,  when  I  had  the  honour  to 
converfe  with  you  at  Hatfield,  that  n.y 
character  is  not  unknown  to  you;  and, 
I  dare  fay,  you  will  not  think  it  lirange 
that  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  change  my 
preient  way  of  life  for  any  other  honelt 
occupation,  let  it  be  ever  fo  humble, 
that  will  afford  me  bread  in  modera- 
tion, and  lleep  in  fafety.  Perhaps  you 
may  think  I  flatter,  when  I  fay,  that 
from  the  moment  I  was  witnels  to  your 
generous  concern  in  the  caufe  of  your 
fervant,  I  conceived  a  particular  eiteem 
and  veneration  for  your  peribn  ;  and 
yet  what  I  fay  is  true.  I  Ihould  think 
«  lavfelf 
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myfelf  happy  if*  I  could  be  admitted 
into  your  protection  and  fervice,  as 
houfe-lteward,  clerk,  butler,  or  bailiff; 
for  either  of  wbich  places  I  think  my- 
felf tolerably  well  qualified  :  and  fure 
I  am,  I  mould  not  be  found  deficient 
in  gratitude  and  fidelity.  At  the  lame 
tune,  I  am  v;ry  fenfible  how  much  you 
mult  deviate  from  the  common  max- 
ims of  difcretion,  even  in  putting  my 
profeilions  to  the  trial :  but  I  do  not 
look  upon  you  as  a  perfon  that  thinks 
in  the  ordinary  ftyle ;  and  the  delicacy 
of  my  fituation  will,  I  know,  juftify 
this  addrefs  to  a  heart  wanned  with 
beneficence  and  compaffion.  Under- 
fcandingyou  are  going  pretly  far  north, 
I  ihall  take  an  opportunity  to  throw 
myfelf  in  your  way  again  before  you 
reach  the  borders  of  Scotland  ;  and  I 
hope,  by  that  time,  you  will  have  taken 
into  confideration  the  truly  diftreisful 
cafe  of,  honoured  Sir,  your  very  hum- 
ble and  devoted  fervant, 

«  EDWARD  MARTIN.' 

The  fquire  having  perufed  this  letter, 
put  it  into  my  hand  without  faying  a 
Syllable ;  and  when  I  had  read  it,  we 
looked  at  each  other  in  filence.  From  a 
•certain  ipnrkiiug  in  his  eyes,  I  difco- 
vered  there  was  more  in  his  heart  than 
he  cared  toexpreis  with  his  tongue,  in  fa- 
vour of  poor  Martin ;  and  this  was  pre- 
cifcly  my  own  feeling,  which  he  did  not 
fail  to  difcern  by  the  fame  means  of 
communication.  *  What:  mail  we  do,' 
laid  he,  '  to  fave  this  poor  fmner  from 
the  gallows,  and  make  him  a  ufeful 
member  of  the  commonwealth  ?  And 
yet  the  proverb  fays — "  Save  a  thief 
'  from  the  gallows,  and  he  will  cut 
'  your  throat."  I  told  him  I  really 
believed  Martin  was  capable  of  giving 
the  proverb  the  lye,  and  that  I  mould 
lieartily  concur  in  any  ftep  he  might  take 
in  favour  of  his  folkitation.  We  mu- 
tually reiblved  to  deliberate  upon  the 
fubjeft,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  proceed- 
ed on  our  journey .  The  roads,  having 
been  broke  up  by  the  heavy  rains  in  the 
fpring,  were  io  rough,  that,  although  we 
travelled  very  flowly,  the  jolting  occa- 
Coned  fiich  pain  to  my  uncle,  that  he 
was  become  exceedingly  peevilh  when 
we  arrived  at  this  place,  which  lies  about 
eight  miles  from  the  poft-road,  between 
Wetherby  and  Boroughbridge. 

Harrigate-water,  fo  celebrated  for  it's 
efficacy  in  the  fcurvy  and  other  diftem- 


pen,  is  fupplied  from  a  copious  fpring 
in  the  hollow  of  a  wild  common,  round 
which  a  good  many  houfes  have  been 
built  for  the  convenience  of  the  drinkers, 
though  few  oi'thcm  are  inhabited.  Moft 
of  the  company  lodge  at  fome  diftance, 
in  five  feparate  inns,  fituated  in  different 
parts  of  the  common,  from  whence  they 
go  every  morning  to  the  well  in  their  own 
carriages.  The  lodgers  of  each  inn  form 
a  diitincl  Ibciety,  that  eat  together ;  and 
there  is  a  commodious  publick  room, 
where  they  breakfalt  in  diihr.^iile,  at  le- 
parate  tables,  from  eight  o'clock  till  ele- 
ven, as  they  chance  or  chufe  to  come  in. 
Here  alfo-  they  drink  tea  in  the  afternoon, 
and  play  at  cards  or  dance  in  the  even- 
ing. One  cuftom,  however,  prevails, 
which  I  look  upon  as  a  folecifm  in  po- 
litenefs.  The  ladies  treat  with  tea  in 
their  turns ;  and  even  girls  of  fixteen  are 
not  exempted  from  this  fhameful  impo- 
fition.  There  is  a  publick  ball  by  fub- 
fcription  every  night  at  one  of  the  houfes, 
to  which  all  the  company  from  the  others 
are  admitted  by  tickets :  and,  indeed, 
Harrigate  treads  upon  the  heels  of  Bath, 
in  the  articles  of  gaiety  and  diffipation ; 
with  this  difference,  however,  that  here 
we  are  more  foeiable  and  familiar.  One 
of  the  inns  is  already  full  up  to  the  very 
garrets,  having  no  lefs  than  fifty  lodgers, 
and  as  manyfervants.  Our  far.iily  does 
not  exceed  thirty -fix  ;  and  I  mould  be 
lorry  to  fee  the  number  augmented,  as 
our  accommodations  will  not  admit  of 
much  increafe. 

At  prefent  the  company  is  more  agree- 
able than  one  could  expect  from  an  acci- 
dental aflemblage  of  perfons  whoarexit- 
ter  ftrangers  to  one  another.  There 
feems  to  be  a  general  diipofttion  among 
us  to  maintain  good  fellowlhip,  and  pro- 
mote the  purpofes  of  humanity,  in  favour 
of  thofe  who  come  hither  on  the  fcore  of 
health.  I  fee  feveral  faces  which  we  left 
at  Bath,  although  the  majority  are  of  the 
northern  counties,  and  many  come  from 
Scotland  for  the  benefit  of  thefe  waters. 
In  i'uch  a  variety  there  mu  ft  be  fome  ori- 
ginal.*, among  whom  Mrs.  -Tabitha 
Bramble  is  not  the  rr.oft  inconsiderable. 
No  place  where  there  is  fuch  an  inter- 
courfe  between  the  fexes,  can  be  iliiu- 
greeable  to  a  lady  of  her  views  and  tern  - 
perament.  She  has  had  fome  warm  dif- 
putes  at  table  with  a  lame  puiTon  from 
Northumberland,  on  the  new  birth,  and 
the  infignincance  of  moral  virtue  ;  and 
her  arguments  have  been  reinforced  by 
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an  old  Scotch  lawyer,  in  a  tye-periwigj 
who,  though  he  has  loit  his  teeth,  and 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  can  ftill  wag  his 
tongue  with  great  volubility.  He  has 
paid  her  lucli  tullbme  compliments  upon 
her  piety  and  learning,  as  ieem  to  have 
won  her  heart;  and  Hit,  in  her  turn, 
treats  him  with  fuch  attention,  as.  indi- 
cates a  defign  upon  his  perlbn ;  but,  by 
all  accounts,  he  is  too  much  a  fox  to  be 
inveigled  into  any  fnare  that  ihe  can  lay 
for  his  affeclion. 

We  do  not  propofe  to  ftay  long  at 
Harrigate,  though  at  prefent  it  is  our 
head-quarters;  from  whence  we  mall 
make  ibme  excurfions  to  vifit  two  or 
three  of  our  rich  relations,  who  are  fet- 
tled in  this  county.  Pray  remember  me 
to  all  our  friends  of  Jefus,  and  allow  me 
to  be  Hill  yours  affectionately, 

J.MELFORD. 
HARRIGATE,  JUNE  23. 


TO    DR.    LEWIS. 


CONSIDERING  the  tax  we  pay 
for  turnpikes,  the  roads  of  this  coun- 
try conilitute  amoft  intolerable  grievance. 
Between  Newark  and  Weatherby,  I  have 
fuffered  more  from  jolting  and  fwinging 
than  ever  I  felt  in  the  whole  courfe  ot  my 
life,  although  the  carriage  is  remarkably 
commodious  and  well  hung,  r^-id  the  pofti- 
lions  were  very  careful  in,  driving.  I  am 
now  lately  houled  at  the  New  Inn,  at  Har- 
rigate, whither  I  came  to  fetisfy  my  cu- 
riofity,  rather  than  with  any  view  of  ad- 
vantage to  my  health;  and  truly,  after 
having  confidered  all  the  parts  and  par- 
ticulars of  the  place,  I  cannot  account  for 
the  concourfe  of  people  one  finds  here, 
upon  any  other  principle  but  that  of  ca- 
price, which  feems  to  be  the  character  of 
our  nation. 

Harrigate  is  a  wild  common,  bare  and 
bleak,  without  tree  or  (hrub,  or  the  leaft 
figns  of  cultivation;  and  the  people  who 
come  to  drink  the  water  are  crouded  to- 
gether in  paltry  inns,  where  the  few  to- 
lerable rooms  are  monopolized  by  the 
friends  and  favourites  of  the  houfe,  and 
all  the  reft  of  the  lodgers  are  obliged  to  put 
up  with  dirty  holes,  where  there  is  neither 
fpace,  air,  nor  convenience.  My  apart- 
ment is  about  ten  feet  Iquare;  and  when 
the  folding-bed  is  down,  there  is  juft 
room  fufficient  to  pafs  between  it  and  the 


fire.  One  might  expert,  indeed,  that  there 
would  be  no  occaiion  for  a  fire  at  Mid- 
fummer ;  but  here  the  climate  is  fo  back- 
ward, that  an  afh-tree,  which  our  land- 
lord has  planted  before  my  window,  is 
juft  beginning  to  put  fortlut's  leaves;  and 
I  am  fain  to  have  my  bed  warmed  every 
night. 

As  for  the  water,  which  is  faid  to  have 
effected  fo  many  furpming  cures,  I  have 
drank  it  once,  and  the  firii:  draught  has 
cured  me  of  all  defire  to  repeat  the  medi- 
cine. Some  people  fay  it  fmells  of  rotten 
eggs,  and  others  compare  it  to  the  fcour- 
ings  of  a  foul  gun.  It  is  generally  liip- 
pofed  to  be  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
lulphur ;  and  Dr.  Shaw,  in  his  book  upon 
mineral  waters,  lays,  he  has  feen  flakes 
of  lulphur  floating  in  the  well — Pace 
tanti  <viri;  I,  for  my  part,  have  never  ob- 
ferved  any  thing  like  fulphur,  either  in  or 
about  the  well,  neither  do  I  find  that  any 
brimiione  has  ever  been  extracted  from 
the  water.  As  for  the  fmell,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  judge  from  my  own  organs, 
it  is  exactly  that  of  bilge-water;  and  the 
faline  tafte  of  it  feems  to  declare  that  it  is 
nothing  elfe  than  fait  water  putrified  in 
the  bowels  of  the  earth.  I  was  obliged 
to  hold  my  noie  with  one  hand,  while  I 
advanced  the  giafs  to  my  mouth  with  die 
other ;  and  after  I  had  made  fin'ft  to  fwal- 
low  it,  my  itomach  could  hardly  retain. 
what  it  had  received.  The  only  effects 
it  produced  were  ficknefs,  griping,  and 
infurmountable  diigutt.  I  can  hardly 
mention  it  without  puking.  The  world 
is  Itrangely  raided  by  the  affectation  of 
Angularity .  I  cannot  help  fufpecting  that 
this  water  owes  it's  reputation  in  a  great 
mealure  to  it's  being  fo  ftrikingly  of- 
fenfive.  On  the  fame  kind  of  analogy  > 
a  German  doctor  has  introduced  hemlock 
and  other  poifons,  as  fpecificks,  into  the 
materia  medico..  I  am  perfuaded  that  all 
the  cures  afcribed  to  the  Harrigate  water 
would  have  been  as  efficacioiilly,  and  in- 
finitely more  agreeably  performed,  by  the 
internal  and  external  ufe  of  fea-water. 
Sure  I  am,  this  laft  is  much  kfs  naufeous 
to  the  take  and  fmell,  and  much  more 
gentle  in  it's  operation  as  a  purge,  as  well 
as  more  exteniive  in  it's  medical  qua- 
lities. 

Two  days  ago,  we  went  acrofs  the 
country  to  vifit  Squire  Burdock,  who  mar- 
ried a  firft  coulin  of  my  father,  an  heirefs, 
v/ho  brought  him  an  eltate  of  a  thoufand 
a  year.  This  gentleman  is  a  declared 
opponent  of  the  miniftry  in  parliament; 

and 


94- 


HUMPHRY    CLINKER. 


and  having  an  opulent  fortune,  piques 
himfelf  upon  living  in  the  country,  and 
maintaining  old  Etiglijb  kojpitality.  By 
the  bye  this  is  a  phrafe  very  much  ufed 
bv  the  Englifh  thcmfelves^oth  in  words 
and  writing;  hut  I  never  heard  of  it  out 
of  the  ifland,  except  by  way  of  irony  and 
farcafm.  What  the  hofpitality  of  our 
forefathers  has  been  I  mould  be  glad  to 
lee  recorded,  rather  in  the  memoirs  of 
Grangers  who  have  vifitcd  our  country, 
and  were  the  proper  objefts  and  judges  of 
fuch  hofpitality,  than  in  the  difcourle  and 
lucubrations  of  the  modern  Englifh,  who 
icem  to  defcribe  it  from  theory  and  con- 
jecture. Certain  it  is,  we  are  generally 
looked  upon  by  foreigners  as  a  people  to- 
tally deftitute  of  this  virtue;  and  I  never 
was  in  any  country  abroad  where  I  did 
not  meet  with  perfons  of  diftinftion,  who 
complained  of  having  been  inhofpitably 
ufed  in  Great  Britain,  A  gentleman  of 
France,  Italy,  or  Germany,  who  has  en- 
tertained and  lodged  an  Englifliman  at 
his  houfe,  when  he  afterwards  meets  with 
his  gueft  at  London,  is  afked  to  dinner  at 
the  Saracen's  Head,  the  Txirk's  Head,  the 
Boar's  Head,  or  the  Bear,  eats  raw  beef 
and  butter,  drinks  execrable  port,  and 
is  allowed  to  pay  his  (hare  of  the  reckon- 
ing. 

But  to  return  from  this  digrcfTion, 
which  my  feeling  for  the  honour  of  my 
country  obliged  me  to  make.  Our  York- 
fliire  coufin  has  been  a  mighty  fox-hunter 
before  the  Lord;  but  now  he  is  too  fat 
and  unwieldy  to  leap  ditches  and  five-bar 
gates;  neverthelefs,  he  rhll  keeps  a  pack 
of  hounds,  which  are  well  exercifed;  and 
his  huntfknan  every  night  entertains  him 
with  the  adventures  of  the  day's  chace, 
which  he  recites  in  a  tone  and  teims  that 
are  extremely  curious  and  fignificaiit.  In 
tnemcantime,hisrtroadbrawnisfcratch- 
ed  byoneof  has  grooms.  This  fellow,  it 
items,  having  no  inclination  to  curry  any 
beaft  out  of  the  (table,  was  at  great  pains 
to  fcollop  his  nails  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  bleed  followed  at  every  (troke.  He 
\\-as  in  hopes  that  he  wouid  l>e  difmifled 
from  this  difagreeable  office,  but  the  event 
turned  out  contrary  to  his  expectation. 
His  mafter  declared  he  was  the  heft 
fcratcherin  the  family;  and  now  he  will 
not  fuffer  any  other  fervant  to  draw  a  n:iil 
upon  his  carcafe. 

This  f^uire'slady  is  veryproud,  with- 
out being  ftrfforinacceiTible.  She  receives 
«ven  her  inferiors  in  point  of  fortune  witlv 


a  kind  of  arrogant  civility;  but  then  me 
thinks  me  has  aright  to  treat  them  with 
the  moft  ungracious  freedoms  of  fpeech, 
and  never  fails  to  let  them  know  me  is 
fenlible  of  her  own  fupej  ior  affluence.  In 
a  word,  fhe  fpeaks  well  of  no  living  foul, 
and  has  not  one  lingle  friend  in  the  world. 
Her  hufband  hates  her  mortally;  but  al- 
though the  brute  is  fometimes  Ib  very 
powerful  in  him  that  he  will  have  his  own 
way,  he  generally  truckles  to  her  domi- 
nion, and  dreads,  like  a  fchool-boy,  the 
laih  of  her  tongue.  On  the  other  hand, 
me  is  afraid  ot  provoking  him  too  far, 
left  he  mould  make  Tome  defperate  effort 
to  (hake  off  her  yoke.  She,  therefore, 
acquiefces  in  the  proofs  he  daily  gives  of 
his  attachment  to  the  liberty  of  an  Englifh 
freeholder,  by  faying,  and  doing,  at  his 
own  table,  whatever  gratifies  the  brutality 
of  his  difpofition,  or  contributes  to  the  estie 
of  his  perfon.  The  houfe,  though  large, 
is  neither  elegant  nor  comfortable.  It 
looks  like  a  great  inn,  crouded  with  tra- 
vellers, who  dine  at  the  landlord's  ordi- 
nary, where  there  is  a  great  prof  ufion  of 
victuals  and  drink,  but  mine  hoft  feems 
to  be  mifplaced;  and  I  would  rather  dine 
upon  filberts  with  a  hermit,  than  feed 
upon  venifon  with  a  hog.  The  footmen 
might  be  aptly  compared  to  the  waiters  of 
a  tavern,  if  they  were  more  ferviceable, 
and  lef's  rapacious;  but  they  are  generally 
infolent  and  inattentive,  and  fo  greedy, 
that,  I  think,  I  can  dine  better  and  for  lefs 
expence,  at  the  Star  and  Garter  in  Pall 
Mall,  than  at  our  coufm's  caitle  in  York- 
mire.  The  fquire  is  not  only  accommo- 
dated with  a  wife,  but  he  is  alfo  bleflec! 
with  an  only  fon,  about  two  and  twenty, 
juft  returned  from  Italy,  a  compltat 
fiddler,  and  tUlfettOHtti  and  he  (lips  no 
opportunity  of  manifefting  the  molt  per- 
fect contempt  for  his  own  father. 

When  we  arrived,  there  was  a  family 
of  foreigners  at  the  houfe,  on  a  vifittothis 
virtuofo,  with  whom  tht-y  had  been  ac- 
quainted at  the  Spa ;  it  wns  the  Count  De 
Melville,  with  his  lady,  on  their  way  to 
Scotland.  Mr.  Burdock  had  met  with 
an  accident,  in  confequence  of  which  both 
the  count  and  I  would  hnve  retired,  but 
the  young  gentlunan  and  his  mother  in- 
filled upon  our  Itaying  dinner;  and  their 
ferenity  feemed  to  be  fo  little  ruffled  by 
what  had  happened,  that  we  complied 
with  their  invitation.  The  fquire  had  been 
brought  home  over  night  in  his  poft  chaife, 
f  o  terribly  belaboured  about  the  pate,  that 
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V».c  feemed  to  be  In  a  ftate  of  ftupefaftion, 
and  had  ever  fince  remained  ipeechlefs. 
A  country  apothecary,  called  Grieve,  who 
lived  in  a  neighbouring  village,  having 
been  called  to  his  afliitance,  had  let  him 
blood,  and  applied  a  poultice  to  his  head, 
declaring,  that  he  had  no  fever,  nor  any 
other  bad  fymptom  but  the lois  of  ipeech, 
if  he  really  had  loit  that  faculty.  But  the 
young  {quire  faid  this  practitioner  was  an 
jgnoraHtaccio,t\ia.t  there  was  a  fraclure  in 
the  cranium,  and  that  there  was  aneceffity 
for  having  him  trepanned  without  lofs  of 
time.  His  mother,  efpoufmg  this  opinion, 
had  fent  an  exprefs  to  York  for  a  furgeon 
to  perform  the  operation,  and  he  was  al- 
ready come  with  his  apprentice  and  in- 
ftruments.  Having  examined  the  patient's 
head,  he  began  to  prepare  his  dreffings ; 
though  Grieve  ftill  retained  his  firft  opi- 
nion that  there  was  no  fraclure,  and  was 
•  the  more  confirmed  in  it,  as  the  (quire  had 
paffed  the  night  in  profound  deep,  unin- 
terrupted by  any  catching  or  convulfion. 
The  York  (urgeon  laid  he  could  not  tell 
whether  there  was  a  frn&ure,  until  he 
fhould  take  off  the  i'calp;  but,  at  any  rate, 
the  operation  might  be  of  fervice  in  giv- 
ing vent  to  any  blood  that  might  be  ex- 
travalkted,  either  above  or  below  the  Jura 
mater.  The  lady  and  her  fon  were  clear 
for  trying  the  experiment;  and  Grieve 
was  difmifled  with  fome  marks  of  con- 
tempt, which,  perhaps,  he  owed  to  the 
plainnefs  of  his  appearance.  He  feemed 
to  be  about  the  middle  age,  wore  his  own 
black  hair,  without  any  fort  of  drefling; 
by  his  garb,  one  would  have  taken  him 
for  a  quaker,  but  he  had  none  .of  the 
ftiffnefs  of  that  feel;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  very  fubmiffive,  refpe6lful,  and  re- 
markably taciturn. 

Leaving  the  ladies  in  an  apartment  by 
themfelves,  we  adjourned  to  the  patient's 
chamber,  where  the  dreflings  and  inftru- 
ments  were  difplayed  in  order  upon  a 
pewter  di(h.  The  operator,  laying  afide 
his  coat  and  periwig,  equipped  himfelf 
with  a  night-cap,  apron,  and  (leeves, while 
his  apprentice  and  footman,  feizjng  the 
(quire's  head,  began  to  place,  it  in  a  pro- 
per pofture.  But  mark  what  followed : 
the  patient,  bolting  upright  in  the  beJ, 
collared  each  of  thefe  afliftants  with  the 
grafp  of  Hercules,  exclaiming  in  a  bel- 
lowing tone—'  I  haVt  lived  fo  long  in 
*  Yorkfhire  to  be  trepanned  by  fuch  ver- 
'  min  as  you!1  and,  leaping  on  the  floor, 
put  on  his  breeches  quietly,  to  the  afto- 
aifhment  of  us  all.  The  furgeon  ftill  in- 


fiu;ed  upon  the  operation,  alledging  it  was 
now  plain  that  the  brain  was  injured,  and 
deiiring  the  iervants  to  put  him  into  bed 
again;  but  nobody  would  venture  to  exe- 
cute his  orders,  or  even  to  imerpofe;  when 
the  fquire  turned  him  and  his  afliftants 
out  of  doors,  and  threw  his  apparatus  out 
at  the  window.  Having  thus  averted  his 
prerogative,  and  put  on  his  cloaths  with 
the  help  of  a  valet,  the  count,  with  my 
nephew  and  me,  were  introduced  by  his 
fon,  and  received  with  his  ufual  ityle  of 
rultick  civility;  then  turning  to  Signor 
Macaroni,  with  a  farcaftick  grin — '  I  tell 
thee  what,  Dick, 'laid he, '  a  man's fkull 
is  not  to  be  bored  every  time  his  head 
is  broken;  and  I'll  convince  thee  and 
thy  mother,  that  I  know  as  many  tricks 
as  e'er  an  old  fox  in  the  "Weft  Riding.* 
We  afterwards  underilood  hehad  quar- 
relled at  a  publick-houle  with  an  excii'e- 
man,  whom  he  challenged  to  a  bout  at 
fingle-ftick,  in  which  he  had  been  worft- 
ed ;  and  that  the  (hame  of  this  defeat  had 
tied  up  his  tongue.  As  for  madam,  (he 
had  (hewn  no  concern  for  his  diftafter, 
and  now  heard  of  his  recovery  without 
emotion.  She  had  taken  fome  little  no- 
tice of  my  filter  and  niece,  though  rather 
witb-a  view  to  indulge  her  own  petulance 
than  out  of  any  fentiment  of  regard  to  our 
family.  She  faid  Liddy  was  a  fright,  and 
ordered  her  woman  to  adjuft  her  head  be- 
fore dinner;  but  me  would  not  meddle 
with  Tabby,  whofe  (pint,  me  foon  per- 
ceived, was  not  to  be  irritated  with  im- 
punity. At  table,  flic  acknowledged  ma 
(b  far  as  to  fay  fhe  had  heard  of  my  fa- 
ther; though  (he  hinted,  that  he  had  dif- 
obliged  her  family  by  making  a  poor 
match  in  Wales.  She  was  difagreeably 
familial'  in  her  enquiries  about  our  cir- 
cumltances ;  and  aflced  if  I  intended  to 
bring  up  my  nephew  to  the  law.  I  told 
her,  that,  as  he  had  an  independent  for- 
tune, he  mould  follow  no  profeffion  but 
that  of  a  country  gentleman;  and  that  I 
was  not  without  hopes  of  procuring  for 
him  a  feat  in  parliament.  '  Pray,  coufin,* 
faid  (he,  '  what  may  his  fortune  be  ?% 
When  I  anfwered,  that,  with  what  I  mould 
be  able  to  give  him,  he  would  have  bet- 
ter than  two  thouiand  a  year,  (he  replied, 
with  a  difdainful  tofs  of  her  head,  that  it 
would  be  impodible  for  him  to  preferve 
his  independence,  on  fuch  a  paltry  pro-, 
vifion. 

Not  a  little  nettled  at  this  arrogant  re- 
mark, I  told  her,  I  had  the  honour  to  fit 
in  parliament  with  her  father,  when  he 
N  had 
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had  litfle  more  than  half  that  income;  and 
I  believed  there  was  not  a  more  independ- 
ent and   incorruptible  member  in   the 
hcyife.  'Ay;  but  times  are  changed,'  cried 
the  fquire.     *  Country  gentlemen  now  a 
days  live  after  another  falhion.    My 
table  alone  Hands  me  in  a  cool  thoufand 
•A  quarter,  though  I  rail'e  my  own  flock, 
import  my  own  liquors,  and  have  every 
thing  at  the  firft.  hand.     True  it  is,  I 
keep open  houfe,  and  receive  all  comers, 
for  the  honour  of  Old  England.' — '  If 
that  be  the  cafe,'  faid  I, c  it  is  a  wonder 
you  can  maintain  it  at  fo  fin  all  an  ex- 
pence;  but  every  private  gentleman  is 
not  expected  to  keep  a  caraiianfera  for 
the  accommodation  of  travellers:  in- 
deed, if  every  individual  lived  in  the 
fame  ftyle,  you  would  not  have  fuch  a 
number  of  guefts  at  your  table,  of  con- 
fequence  your  hofpitality  would  not 
mine  fo  bright  for  the  glory  of  the  Weft 
Riding.'  The  young  iquire,  tickled  by 
this  ironical  obfervation,  exclaimed — '  O 
'  che  burlaV     His  mother  eyed  me  in 
filence  with  a  fupercilious  air;  and  the  fa- 
ther of  the  feaft,  taking  a  bumper  of  Octo- 
ber— '  My  fervice  to  you,  counn  Bram- 
'  ble,'  faid  he.    '  I  have  always  heard 

*  there  was  fomething  keen  and  biting  in 

*  the  air  of  the  Welm  mountains.' 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  Count  de 
Melville,  who  is  fenfible, eafy,  and  polite ; 
and  the  countefs  is  the  moft  amiable  wo- 
man I  ever  beheld.  In  the  afternoon  they 
took  leave- of  their  entertainers;  and  th« 
young  gentleman,  mounting  his  horfe, 
undertook  to  conduct  their  coach  through 
the  park,  while  one  of  their  fervants  rode 
round  to  give  notice  to  the  reft,  whom 
they  had  left  at  the  publrck-houie  on  the 
road.  The  moment  their  backs  were 
turned,  the  cenfovioxis  daemon  took  pof- 
feflion  of  our  Yorkshire  landlady  and  our 
filter  Tabitha.  The  former  obierved,  that 
the  countefs  was  a  good  fort  of  a  body, 
but  totally  ignorant  of  good  breeding, 
confequently  aukward  in  her  addrefs. 
The  fquire  faid  he  did  not  pretend  to  the 
breeding  of  any  thing  but  colts;  but  that 
the  jade  would  be  very  handfome,  if  fhe 
was  a  little  more  in  flefh.  '  Handfome !' 
cried  Tabby :  *  me  has,  indeed,  a  pair  of 

*  black  eyes  without  any  meaning;  but 

*  then  there  is  not  a  good  feature  in  her 
'  face.'—'  I  know  not  what  you  call 

*  good  features  in  Wales,'  replied  our 
landlord; '  but  they'll  pals  in  Yorkihirc.' 
Then  turning  to  Liddy,   he   added— 
'  What  fay  you,  my  pretty  Rcdltreak  ? 


'  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  counted  ?* 
— 'I  think,'  cried  Liddy,  with  great  emo- 
tion, '  flic  is  an  angel.'  Tabby  chid  her 
for  talking  with  fuch  freedom  in  com- 
pany) and  the  lady  of  the  houfe  faid,  in 
a  contemptuous  tone,  flie  fuppoled  Mils 
had  been  brought  up  at  fome  country 
boardmg-fchool. 

Our  conversation  was  fnddenly  inter- 
rupted by  the  young  gentleman,  who  gal- 
loped intotheyard  all  aghaft,  exclaiming, 
that  the  coach  was  attacked  by  a  great 
number  of  highwaymen.  My  nephew  and 
I  rufhing  out,  found  his  own  and  his  fer- 
vant's  horfe  ready-faddled  in  the  liable, 
with  piftols  in  the  caps.  We  mounted 
inftantly,  ordering  Clinker  and  Duttoa 
to  follow  with  all  poflible  expedition;  but 
notwithstanding  all  the  fpeed  we  could 
make,  the  aclion  was  over  before  we  ar- 
rived, and  the  count  with  his  lady,  fafe 
lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Grieve,  who  had 
fignalized  himfelf  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner  on  this  occalion.  At  the  turn- 
ing of  a  lane,  that  led  to  the  village  where 
the  count's  fervants  remained,  a  couple  of 
robbers  on  horliback  fuddenly  appeared, 
with  their  piltols  advanced :  one  kept  the 
ccackman  in  awe,  and  the  other  demand- 
ed the  count's  money,  while  the  young 
fquire  went  off  at  full  fpeed,  without  evei* 
cafting  a  look  behind.  The  count  de- 
filing the  thief  to  withdraw  his  piftol,  a* 
the  lady  was  in  great  terror,  delivered  his 
purfe,  without  making  the  leait  refiftance  j 
but,  not  fatisfied  with  this  booty,  which 
was  pretty  confiderable,  the  rafcal  infilled 
upon  riflingher  of  her  ear-rings  and  neck- 
lace, and  the  countefs  fcreamed  with  af- 
fright. Her  hufband,  exafperntcd  at  th£ 
violence  with  which  me  was  threatened, 
welled  the  piftol  out  of  the  fellow's  hand, 
and  turning  it  upon  him,  fnapped  it  in 
his  face ;  but  the  robber  knowing  there 
was  no  charge  in  it,  drew  another  from 
his  bofom,  and  in  all  probability  would 
have  Killed  him  on  the  fpot,  had  not  his- 
life  been  faved  by  a  wonderful  interpo- 
fition.  Grieve,  the  apothecary,  chancing 
to  pafs  that  very  inftant,  van  up  to  the 
coach,  and  with  a  crab -ftjck,  which  was 
the  only  weapon  he  had,  brought  the  fel- 
low to  the  ground  with  the  firft  blow; 
then  feizing  his  piftol,  prefented  it  to  his 
colleague,  who  fired  his  piece  at  random, 
and  lied  without  farther  oppofiti on.  The 
other  was  fecured  by  the  afliftance  of  the 
count  and  the  coachman ;  and  his  legs 
being  tied  under  the  belly  of  his  own 
horie,  Grieve  conducted  him  to  the  vil- 
lage, 
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jage,  whither  alfo  the  carriage  proceeded. 
Jt  was  with  great  difficulty  the  countefs 
could  be  kept  from  fwooning;  but  at  iail 
file,  was  happily  conveyed  to  tiie  houle  of 
the  apothecary,  who  went  into  the  (hop 
to  prepare  fome  drops  for  her,  while  his 
wife  and  daughter  adminiilered  to  her  ia 
another  apartment. 

I  found  the  count  (landing  in  the  kit- 
chen with  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  and 
pxprefling  much  impatience  to  fee  his  pra- 
teclor,  whom  as  yet  he  had  fcarce  found 
time  to  thank  for  the  effential  fervice  he 
had  done  him  and  the  countefs.  The 
daughter  pafTing  at  the  fame  time  with  a 
glafs  of  water,  Monfieur  de Melville  could 
not  help  taking  notice  of  her  figure, 
which  was  ftrikingly  engaging.  '  Ay,' 
laid  the  parfon,  '  me  is  the  prettied  girl, 
'  and  the  bell  girl  in  all  my  parhli;  and 
'  if  I  could  give  my  fon  an  eftate  of  ten 

*  thoufand  a  year,  he  mould  have  my 

*  confent  to  lay  it  at  her  feet.     If  Mr. 

*  Grieve  had  been  as  felicitous  about 

*  getting  mor.ey,  as  he  has  been  in  per- 
'  forming  all  the  duties  of  a  primitive 

*  Chriftian,  Fy  would  not  have  hung  fo 
'  long  upon  his  hands.1 — '  What  is  her 
'  name?'  faid  I.     '  Sixteen  years  ago,' 
anfwered  the  vicar,  '  I  chriilened  her  by 
'  the  names  of  Seraphina  Melvilia/— 

'Ha! — What! — How!'  cried  the  count 
eagerly;  '  fure,  you  faid  Seraphina  Mel- 

*  vilia.' — '  I  did,'  faid  he.  '  Mr.  Grieve 
'  told  me  thofe  were  the  names  of  two 

*  noble  perfons  abroad,  to  whom  he  had 

*  been  obliged  for  more  than  life.' 

The  count,  without  fpeaking  another 
fyllable,  rufhed  into  the  parlour,  crying — 
'  This  is  your  god-daughter,  my  dear.' 
Mrs.  Grieve  then  feizing  the  countefs  by 
the  hand,  exclaimed  with  great  agita- 
tion—' O  Madam !— O  Sir !— I  'am— I 
am  your  poor  Elinor.     This  is  my  Se- 
raphina Melvilia.     O  child !  thefe  are 
the  count  and  countefs  of  Melville,  the 
generous,  the  glorious  benefactors  of 
thy  once  unhappy  parents.' 
The  countefs  riimgfrom  her  feat,  threw 
her  arms  about  the  neck  of  the  amiable 
Seraphina,  and  clafped  her  to  her  br?:iit 
with  great  tendernefs,  while  me  herfelf 
was  embraced  by  the  weeping  mother. 
This  moving  fcene  was  compleated  by  the 
entrance  of  Grieve  himfelf,  who  falling 
on  his  knees  before  the  count — '  Behold,' 
faid  he,  '  a  penitent,  who  at  length  can 

*  look  upon  his  patron  without  mrink- 
'  ing/ — '  Ah!    Ferdinand!'    cried  he, 
raifmg  and  folding  him  in  his  arms,  '  the 


;-'  i  -fellow  of  my  infancy— the  compa- 
nion of  iny  youth  !  Is  it  to  you  then  I 
'  am  indebted  for  my  lire?' — '  Heaven 
has  heard  my  prayers,'  faid  the  other, 
and  given  me  an  opportunity  to  prove 
myfelf  not  altogether  unworthy  of  your 
clemency  and  protection/      He  then 
kiffed  the  hand  of  the  countefs,  while 
Monfieur  de  Melville  faluted  his  wife  and 
lovely  daughter,  and  all  of  us  were  greatly 
affecled  by  this  pathetick  recognition. 

In  a  word,  Grieve  was  no  other  than 
Ferdinand  Count  Fathom,  whole  adven- 
tures were  printed  many  years  ago.  Being 
a  fmcere  convert  to  virtue,  he  had  chang- 
ed his  name,  that  he  might  elude  the  en- 
quiries of  the  count,  whole  generous  al- 
lowance he  determined  to  forego,  that  he 
might  have  no  dependence  but  upon  his 
own  induftry  and  moderation.  He  had 
accordingly  fettled  in  this  village  as  a 
practitioner  in  furgery  and  phyfick,  and 
for  fome  years  wreftled  with  all  the  mi- 
feries  of  indigence,  v/hich,  however,  he 
and  his  wife  had  borne  with  the  moft  ex- 
emplary refignation.  At  length,  by  dint 
of  unwearied  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
profeffion,  which  he  exercifed  with  equal 
humanity  and  fuccefs,  he  had  acquired  a 
tolerable  mare  of  bufineis  among  the 
fanners  and  common  people,  which  en- 
abled him  to  live  in  a  decent  manner.  He 
had  been  fcarce  ever  feen  to  fmile ;  was  un- 
affectedly pious;  and  all  the  time  he  could 
(pare  from,  the  avocations  of  his  employ- 
ment, he  (pent  in  educating  his  daughter, 
and  in  ftudying  for  his  own  improve- 
ment. In  fhort,  the  adventurer  Fathom 
was,  under  the  name  of  Grieve,  univer- 
fally  refpecled  among  the  commonalty  of 
this  diih'icl:,  as  a  prodigy  of  learning  and 
virtue.  Thefe  particulars  1  learned  from 
the  vicar,  when  we  quitted  the  room,  that 
they  might  be  under  no  reftraint  in  their 
mutual  erlufions.  I  make  no  doubt  that 
Grieve  will  be  preffed  to  leave  oft  bufi- 
nefs,  and  re-unite  himfelf  to  the  count's 
family  ;  and  as  the  countefs  fetmed  ex- 
tremely fond  of  his  daughter,  flit  will, 
in  all  probability,  infiftupon  Seraphina' s 
accompanying  her  to  Scotland. 

Having  paid  our  compliments  to  thufe 
noble  perfons,  we  returned  to  the  fquire's, 
where  we  expected  an  invitation  to  pals 
the  night,  which  was  wet  and  raw ;  but, 
it  feems,  Squire  Burdock's  hofpitality 
reached  not  fo  far  for  the  honour  of 
Yorkuiire :  we  therefore  departed  in  the 
evening,  and  lay  at  an  inn,  where  I 
cr.ught  cold. 

Na  In 
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In  hope  of  riding  it  down  before  it 
could  take  faft  hold  on  my  conftitution, 
I  refolved  to  vifit  another  relation,  one 
Mr.  Pimpernel,  who  lived  about  a  dozen 
miles  from  the  place  where  we  lodged. 
Pimpernel  being  the  youngeft  of  four 
fons,  was  bred  an  attorney  at  FurnivaPs 
Inn;  but  all  his  elder  brothers  dying,  he 
got  himfelf  called  to  the  bar  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  family ;  and  foon  after  this 
preferment,  fucceeded  to  his  father's 
eftate,  which  was  very  coftfiderable.  He 
carried  home  with  him  all  the  knavifh. 
chicanery  of  the  lowed  pettifogger,  toge- 
ther with  a  wife  whom  he  had  purchafed 
of  a  drayman  for  twenty  pounds ;  and 
he  foon  round  means  to  obtain  a  De- 
dimus  as  an  ailing  juftice  of  peace. 
He  is  not  only  a  fordid  mifer  in  his  dif- 
pofition,  but  his  avarice  is  mingled  with 
a  fpirit  of  defpotifm  which  is  truly  dia- 
bolical. He  is  a  brutal  hufband,  an  un- 
natural parent,  a  harfh  matter,  an  op- 
preflive  landlord,  a  litigious  neighbour, 
and  a  partial  magiltrate.  Friends  he  has 
none  j  and  in  point  of  hoipitality  and 
good-breeding,  our  coufm  Burdock  is  a 
prince  in  comparifon  of  this  ungracious 
mifcreant,  whofe  houfe  is  the  lively  re- 
prefentation  of  a  gaol.  Ourreception  was 
Suitable  to  the  character  I  have  Sketched. 
Had  it  depended  upon  the  wife,  we 
ihould  have  been  kindly  treated.  She  is 
really  a  good  fort  of  a  woman,  in  fpite  of 
her  low  original,  and  well  reipected  in  the 
couuty;  but  me  has  not  intcreft  enough 
in  her  own  houfe  to  command  a  draught 
«f  table-beer,  far  lefs  to  beftovv  any  kind 
of  education  on  her  children,  who  run 
about,  like  ragged  colts,  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
ture. Pox  on  him !  he  is  inch  a  dirty 
fellow,  that  I  have  not  patience  to  prolo 
tutethe  fubjeft. 

By  that  time  we  reached  Harrigate,  I 
began  to  be  vifited  by  certain  rheumntick 
fymptams.  The  Scotch  lawyer,  Mr. 
Micklewhimmen,  recommended  a  hot 
hath  of  thefe  waters  ib  earnestly,  that  I 
was  over-perfuaded  to  try  the  experi-i 
jnent.  He  had  ufed  it  often  with  fuccefs, 
and  always  ftaid  an  hour  in  the  bath, 
which  was  a  tub  filled  with  Harrigate 
water,  heated  for  the  purpofe.  If  I  could 
hardly  bear  the  imell  of  a  fmgle  tumbler 
when  cold,  you  may  guefs  how  my  nofe 
,  vyas  regaled  by  the  (teams  arifing  from  a 
hot-bath  of  the  fame  fluid.  At  night,  I 
v/as  conducted  into  a  dark  hole  on  the 
£  round-floor,  where  the  tub  fmoaked  and 
ftujik  like  die  pot  of  Acheron,  iu  one 


corner,  and  in  another  flood  a  dirty  he'd 
provided  with  thick  blankets,  in  which 
I  was  to  fweat  after  coming  out  of  the 
bath.  My  heart  feemed  to  Jie  within  me 
when  I  entered  this  difmal  bagnio,  and 
found  my  brain  aflaulted  by  fuch  infuf- 
ferable  efnuvia.  I  curled  Micklewhim- 
men for  not  confidering  that  my  organs 
were  formed  on  this  fide  of  the  Tweed  ; 
but  being  afliamed  to  recoil  upon  the 
threfhold,  I  fubmitted  to  the  procefs. 

After  having  endured  all  but  real  fuf- 
focation  for  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
in  the  tub,  I  was  moved  to  the  bed,  and 
wrapped  in  blankets.  There  I  lay  a  full 
hour  panting  with  intolerable  heat ;  but 
not  the  leait  moifture  appearing  on  my 
fkin,  I  was  carried  to  my  own  chamber, 
and  pafled  the  night  without  clofmg  an 
eye,  in  fuch  a  flutter  of  fpirits  as  rendered 
me  the  mod  miferable  wretch  in  being. 
I  fhould  certainly  have  run  diftra&ed, 
if  the  rarefaftion  of  my  blood,  occafioned 
by  that  Stygian  bath,  had  not  burft  the 
veflels,  and  produced  a  violent  haemorr- 
hage, which,  though  dreadful  and  a- 
larming,  removed  the  horrible  difquiet. 
I  loft  two  pounds  of  blood,  and  more, 
on  this  occafion,  and  find  niyfelf  ftifl 
weak  and  languid  j  but,  I  believe,  a  little 
exercife  will  forward  my  recovery ;  and 
therefore  I  am  refolved  to  fet  out  to- 
morrow for  York,  in  my  way  to  Scar- 
borough ;  where  I  propofe  to  brace  up  my 
fibres  by  fea-bathing,  which,  J.know,  is 
one  of  your. favourite  fpecificks.  There 
is,  however,  one  difeafe,  for  which  you 
have  found  as  yet  no  fpecifick ;  and  that 
is  old  age,  of  which  this  tedious  uncon- 
nected epiftle  is  an  infallible  fymptom : 
what,  therefore,  cannot  be  cured,  tnujl 
be  endured,  by  you,  as  well  as  by  yours, 

MATT. BRAMBLE. 
HARRIGATE,  JUNE  a6. 


TO  SIRWATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DIAR    KNIGHT, 

THE  manner  of  living  at  Harrigate 
was  fo  agreeable  to  my  difpofitiori, 
that  I  left  the  place  with  fome  regret. 
Our  aunt  Tabby  would  have  probably 
made  fome  objection  to  our  departing  fo 
foon,  had  not  an  accident  embroiled  her 
with  Mr.  Micklewhimmen,  the  Scotch 
advocate,  on  whofe  heart  flic  had  been 
pra&ifing  from  the  iecond  day  after  our 

arrival, 
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arrival .  That  original,  though  ftemingly 
precluded  from  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  had 
turned  his  genius  to  good  account.  In 
fliort,  by  dint  of  groaning  and  whining, 
he  had  excited  the  compaflion  of  the 
company  fo  effectually,  that  an  old  lady, 
who  occupied  the-very  belt  apartment  in 
the  houle,  gave  it  up  for  his  eal'e  and 
convenience.  When  his  man  led  him 
into  the  Long-room,  all  the  females  were 
immediately  in  commotion  :  one  fet  an 
elbow  -  chair,  another  Ihook  up  the  cu- 
fhion,  a  third  brought  a  ftool,  and  a  fourth 
a  pillow,  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
feet.  Two  ladies  (of  whom  Tabby  was 
always  one)  fupported  him  into  the  din- 
ing-room, and  placed  him  properly  at 
the  table;  and  his  tafte  was  indulged 
with  a  fucceffion  of  delicacies,  culled  by 
their  fair  hands.  All  this  attention  he 
repaid  with  a  profuiion  of  compliments 
and  benedictions,  which  were  not  the 
lefs  agreeable  for  being  delivered  in  the 
Scottim  dialeci.  As  for  Mrs.  Tabitha, 
his  refpecls  were  particularly  addreffed 
to  her;  and  he  did  not  fail  to  mingle 
them  with  religious  reflections,  touching 
free  grace,  knowing  her  biafs  to  metho- 
difm,  which  he  alfo  profeffed  upon  a  Cal- 
viniftical  model. 

For  my  part,  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing this  lawyer  was  not  fiich  an  invalid 
as  he  pretended  to  be.  I  obierved  he  ate 
very  heartily  three  times  a  day ;  and 
thoughhis  bottle  was  marked  Stomachuk 
fTinfiure,  he  had  recourle  to  it  fo  often, 
and  feemed  to  iwallow  it  with  fuch  pe- 
culiar relifli,  that  I  fufpected  it  was  not 
compounded  in  the  apothecary's  /hop,  or 
the  chymift's  laboratory.  One  day,  while 
he  was  eameft  in  dilcourle  with  Mrs.^ 
Tabitha,  and  his  fervant  had  gone  out 
on  fome  occafion  or  other,  I  dextroully 
exchanged  the  labels  and  iituation  of  his 
bottle  and  mine ;  and  having  tafted  his 
tinfture,  found  it  was  excellent  claret. 
I  forthwith  handed  it  about  to  fome  of 
my  neighbours  ;  and  it  was  quite  emptied 
before  Mr.  Mitklewhimmen  had  occa- 
fion to  repeat  his  draught.  At  length, 
turning  about,  he  took  hold  of  my  bottle, 
Snftead  of  his  own  5  and,  filling  a  large 
glals,  drank  to  the  health  of  Mrs.  Ta- 
bitha. It  had  fcarce  touched  his  lips, 
when  he  perceived  the  change  which  had 
been  put  upon  him,  and  was  at  firit  a 
little  out  of  countenance.  He  feemed  to 
retire  within  himfclf,  in  order  to  delibe- 
rate; and  in  half  a  minute  his  refolution 
was  t;;ken,  A,tMrefling  himfelf  to  our 


quarter — *  I  give  the  gentleman  credit 
for  his  wit,'  faid  he ;  'it  was  a  gude 
practical  joke :  but  fbmetimes  hi  jocr 
inferia  ducunt  mala.  I  hope,  for  his 
own  lake,  he  has  na  drank  all  the  lic- 
cor  ;  for  it  was  a  varapoorful  infufion 
of  jallop  in  Bourdeaux  wine ;  as  it's 
portable  he  may  ha  ta'en  fie  a  dofe  as 
will  produce  a  terrible  cataltrophe  in 
his  ain  booels.' 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  contents 
had  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  a  young;  clo- 
thier from  Leeds,  who  had  come  to  make 
a  figure  at  Harrigate,  and  was,  in  effect, 
a  great  coxcomb  in  his  way.  It  was  with 
a  view  to  laugh  at  his  fellow-guefts,  as 
well  as  to  mortify  the  lawyer,  that  he  had 
emptied  the  bottle,  when  it  cairte  to  hi* 
turn,  and  he  had  laughed  accordingly; 
but  now  his  mirth  gave  way  to  his  ap- 
preheniion.     He  began  to  fpit,  to  make 
wry  faces,  and  writhe  himlelf  into  va- 
rious contortions.     '  Damn  the  rb.rff'.* 
cried  he ;  '  I  thought  it  had  a  villainous 
twang !  Pah !   He  that  would  cozen  a 
Scot,  mun  get  oop  betimes,  and  take 
Old  Scratch  for  his  counlellor!' — '  lit 
troth,  mefter  what-d'ye-ca'um,'  replied 
he  lawyer,  '  your  wit  has  run  you  into 
a  filthy  puddle !   I'm  truly  confarned 
for  your  waeful  cafe.  The  beft  advice 
I  can  give  you  In  fie  a  delemma,  is  to 
fend  an  exprefs  to  Rippon  for  Doftor 
Waugh,  without  delay ;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,   (wallow  all   the  oil  and 
butter  you -can  find  in  the  hoofe,  to  de- 
fend your  poor  ftomach  and  intalHns 
from  the  villication  of  the  particles  of 
the  jallap,  which  is  vnra  violent,  even 
when  taken  in  moderation.' 
The  poor  clothier's  torments  had  al- 
ready begun  ;  he  retired,  roaring  with 
pain,  to  his  own  chamber ;   the  oil  was 
(Wallowed,  and  the  doclor  lent  for;  but 
before  he  arrived,  the  miferable  patient 
had  made  iuch  difcharges  upwards  and 
downwards,    that  nothing  remained  to 
give  him  farther  offence :  and  this  double 
evacuation  was  produced  by  imagination 
alone;  for  what  he  had  drank  was  ge- 
nuine wine  of  Bourdeaux,   which   the 
lawyer  had  brought  from  Scotland  for 
his  own  private  ufe.    The  clothier,  find- 
ing the  joke  turn  out  fo  expenfive  and 
dilagreeable,    quitted    the    houle    next 
morning,  leaving  the  triumph  to  Mkkle- 
whimmen,   who   enioyed  it   internally, 
without  any  outward  iigns  of  exultation : 
on  the  contrary,  he  affefted  to  pity  the 
young  man  for  what  he  had  iuffered ; 

and 
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and  acquired  frem  credit  from  this  mew 
ot  moderation. 

It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  night 
which  fucceeded  this  adventure,  that  the 
•vent  of  the  kitchen-chimney  being  foul, 
the  foot  took  fire,  and  the  alarm  was 
g  iven  in  a  dreadful  manner.  Every  body 
leaped  naked  out  of  .bed,  and  in  a  mi- 
nute the  whole  houfe  was  filled  with  cries 
and  confufion.  There  were  two  ftairs  in 
the  houfe,  and  to  thefe  we  naturally  ran ; 
but  they  were  both  ib  blocked  up  by  the 
people  prefixing  one  upon  another,  that  it 
ieemed  impofilbleto  pafs,  withoutthrow- 
ing  down  and  trampling  upon  the  wo- 
jnen.  In  the  midft  of  this  anarchy,  Mr. 
Micklewhimmen,  with  a  leathern  port- 
manteau on  his  back,  came  running  as 
•nimble  as  a  buck  along  the  paflage ;  and 
Tabby,  in  her  under -petticoat,  endea- 
vouring to. hook  him  under  the  arm,  that 
flie  might  efcape  through  his  protection, 
he  very  fairly  pumed  her  down,  crying— 
•  Na,  na,  gude  faith,  charity  begins  at 
'  hame!'  Without  paying  the  le'aft  re - 
fpeft  to  the  fhrieks  and  entreaties  of  his 
female  friends,  he  charged  through  the 
midft  of  the  crowd,  overturning  every 
thing  that  oppofcd  him;  and  actually 
fought  his  way  to  the  bottom  of  the  (^air- 
cafe.  By  this  time,  Clinker  had  found  a 
ladder,  by  which  he  entered  the  window 
of  my  uncle's  chamber,  where  our  fa- 
mily was  aflembled,  and  propofed  that 
we  mould  make  our  exit  fncceffively  by 
that  conveyance.  The  fquire  exhorted 
his  fifter  to  begin  the  defcent ;  but,  be- 
fore me  could  refulve,  her  woman,  Mrs. 
Winifred  Jenkins,  in  a  tranfport  of  ter- 
ror, threw  herielf  out  at  the  window  up- 
on the  ladder,  while  Humphry  dropped 
upon  the  ground,  that  he  might  receive 
hu  in  her  deicent.  This  maiden  was 
nift  as  fbe  had  ftarted  out  of  bed,  the 
moon  mone  very  bright,  and  a  frefh 
breeze  of  wind  blowing,  none  of  Mrs. 
Winifred's  beauties  could  poflibly  efcape 
the  view  of  the  fortunate  Clinker,  whole 
heart  was  not  able  to  withstand  the  united 
force  of  fo  many  charms ;  at  leaft,  I  am 
much  miftaken,  if  he  has  not  been  her 
humble  flave  from  that  moment.  He  re- 
ceived her  in  his  arms;  and,  giving  her 
his  coat  to  protect  her  from  the  weather, 
aicended  again  with  admirable  dexte- 
ilty. 

At  that  inftant,  the  landlord  of  the 
houfe  called  out  with  an  audible  voice, 
that  the  fire  was  extinguished,  and  the 
ladies  had  nothing  farther  to  fear.  This 


was  a  welcome  note  to  the  audience,  and 
produced  an  immediate  effect ;  the  rhriek- 
ing  ceal'^cl,  and  a  confuted  lound  of  ex- 
poftulati;.n  enfued.  I  conducted  Mrs, 
Tabithaand  my  fifter  to  their  own  cham- 
ber, where  Liddy  fainted  away ;  but  was 
Icon  brought  to  herfelf .  Then  I  went  to 
offer  my  fervices  to  the  other  ladies,  who 
might  want  afliftance.  They  were  all 
fcudding  through  the  paflbge  to  their  fe- 
veral  apartments;  and  as  the  thorough- 
fare was  lighted  by  two  lamps,  I  hnd  a 
pretty  good  observation  of  them  in  their 
tranfit;  but  as  moft  of  them  were  naked 
to  thefmock  and  all  their  heads  Ihrouded 
in  huge  night -caps,  I  could  not  diftin-r 
guim  one  face  from  another,  though  I 
recogn'i2ed  fome  of  their  voices.  Thefc 
were  generally  plaintive;  fome  wept, 
fome  fcolded,  and  fome  prayed.  I  lifted 
up  one  poor  eld  gentlewoman,  who  had 
been  overturned  and  fore  bruited  by  a 
multitude  of  feet;  and  this  was  alib  the 
cafe  with  the  lama  parfon  from  North- 
umberland, whom  Micklewhimmen  had 
in  his  parTage  overthrown,  though  not 
with  impunity ;  for  the  cripple,  in  fall- 
ing, gave  him  fuch  a  good  pelt  on  the 
head  with  his  crutch,  that  the  blood  fol- 
lowed. 

As  for  this  lawyer,  he  waited  below 

till  the  hurly-burly  was  over,  and  then 

ftole  foftly  to  his  own  chamber,  from 

whence  he  did  not  venture  to  make  a  fe- 

cond  fally  till  eleven  in  the  forenoon; 

v\*!ien  he  was  led  into  the  publick  room 

by  his  own  fervant  and  another  afliftant, 

groaning  moit  woefully,  with  a  bloody 

napkin  round  his  head.  But  things  were 

greatly  altered:  die  felfifh  brutality  cf 

his  behaviour  on  the  ftairs  had  fteeled 

their  hearts  againft  all  his  arts  and  ad- 

drefs.  Not  a  foul  ottered  to  accommodate 

him  with  a  chair,  cufliion,  or  footftojl  ; 

fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  fit  down  on  a 

hard  wooden  bench.  In  that  pofition,  he 

looked  around  with  a  rueful  afpeft ;  and, 

bowing  very  low,  {'aid  in  a  whining  tone 

— '  Your  moft  humble  fervant,  ladies. 

Fire  is  a  dreadful  calamity!'—'  Fire 

purifies  gold,  and  it  tries  friendship/ 

cried  Mrs.  Tabitha,  bridling.     '  Yea, 

Madam,'     replied    Micklewhimmcn, 

and  it  trieth  difcretion  alfo.' — '  If  dif- 

cretion  confifts  in  forfaking  a  friend 

in  adverfity,  you  are  eminently  pof- 

fefTed  of  that  virtue,'  refumed  our  aunt. 

Na,  Madam,'  reioincd  the  advocate, 

well  I  wot,  I  cannot  claim  any  merit 

from  the  mode  of  my  retreat.     Ye'H 

«  pleafe 
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lor 


*  pleafe  to  obferve,  ladies,  there  are  twa 
'  independent  principles  that  actuate  our 

*  nature.  One  is  inftinct,  which  we  have 

*  in  common  with  the  brute  creation} 
'  and  the  othei'  is  reafon.    Noo,  in  cer- 

*  tain  great  emergencies,  when  the  fa- 
'  culty  of"  reafon  is  fulpended,  inftinct 

*  taks  the  lead ;    and  when  this  predo- 
"  minates,  having  no  affinity  with  rea- 
'  ion,  it  pays  no  fort  of  regard  to  it's 
'  connections ;    it  only  operates  for  the 

*  prefervation  of  the  individual,  and  that 
c  by  the  moft  expeditious  and  effectual 
'  means ;  therefore,  begging  your  par- 
'  don,  ladies,  I'm   no   accountable  in 
'  foro  confcientia  for  what  I  did,  while 

*  under  the  influence  of  this  irrefiftible 

*  pooer.' 

Here  my  uncle  interpofing— c  I  mould 
'  be  glad  to  know,'  faid  he,  '  whether  it 
'  was  inftinct  that  prompted  you  to  re- 

*  treat  with  bag  and  baggage ;    for,  I 

*  think,  you  had  a  portmanteau  on  your 
'  ihoulder.'  The  la\vyeranfwered, with- 
out lieiitation — '  GIF  I  might  tell  my 

*  mind  freely,  without  incuring  the  fu- 
'  Ipicion  of  prefumption,  I  fliould  think 
'  it  was  fomething  fuperiorto  either  rea- 
'  fon  or  inftinct  which  fuggefted  that 
'  meafurej  and  this  on  a  twafald  ac- 
'  coont.     In  the  firft  place,    the  port- 
'  manteau  contained  the  writings  of  a 
'  wo: thy  nobleman's  eftate;   and  their 

*  being  burnt  would  have  occafioned  a 
'  lofs  that  could  not  be  repaired.     Se- 

*  condly,  my  good  angel  feems  to  have 
'  laid  the  portmantle  on  my  moulders, 

*  by  way  of  defence,  to  fuftain  the  vio- 
-   '  lence  of  a  moil  inhuman  blow  from  the 

'  crutch  of  a  reverend  clergyman ;  which, 
'  even  in  fpite  of  that  medium,  hath 
'  wounded  me  forely,  even  unto  the  pe- 
'  ricranium.' — '  By  your  own  doctrine,' 
cried  the  parfon,  who  chanced  to  bepre- 
fent,  '  I  am  not  accountable  for  the 
'  blow,  which  was  the  effect  of  inftinct.' 
— '  I  crave  your  pardon,  reverend  Sir,' 
faid  the  other;  '  inftinct  never  ails  but 
'  for  the  prefervation  of  the  individual : 

*  but  your  prefervaficn  was  out  of  the 

*  cafe;  you  had  already  received  the da- 

»'  mage,  and  therefore  the  blow  muft  be 
*  imputed  to  revenge,  which  is  a  {Infill 

*  paflion,  that  ill  becomes  any  Chriftian, 

*  especially  a  Proteftant  divine.  And  let 

*  rpe  tell  you,  moft  reverend  doctor,  gin 
'  I  had  a  mind  to  pica,  the  law  would 

(hauld  my  libel  relevant." — '  Why,  the 
damage  is  pretty  equal  on  both  fides,' 
ried  the  paribnj  '  your  head  is  broke, 


'  and  my  crutch  is  fnapped  in  the  middle. 
'  Now,  if  you  will  repair  the  one*  £ 
'  will  be  at  the  expence  of  curing  the 
«  other.7 

This  fally  raifed  the  laugh  againft  ' 
Micklewhiramen,  who  began  to  look 
grave ;  when  my  uncle,  in  order  to 
change  the  difcourle,  obferved,  that  in- 
ftinct  had  been  very  kind  to  him  in  ano- 
ther refpect ;  for  it  had  reftored  to  him 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  which,  in  his  exit, 
he  had  moved  with  furprizing  agility. 
He  replied,  that  it  was  the  nature  of  fear 
to  brace  up  the  nerves  ;  and  mentioned 
fome  furprizing  feats  of  ftrength  and  ac- 
tivity performed  by  perfons  under  the 
impuHe  of  terror:  but  he  complained, 
that,  in  his  own  particular,  the  effects 
had  ceal'ed  when  the  caufe  was  taken 
away.  The  fquire  faid  he  would  lay  a 
tea-drinking  on  his  head  that  he  mould 
dance  a  Scotch  meafure  without  making 
a  falfe  ftep;  and  the  advocate  grinning, 
called  for  the  piper.  A  fiddler  being  at 
hand,  this  original  ftaited  up,  with  his 
bloody  napkin  over  his  black  tye-peri- 
wig,  and  acquitted  himfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  excited  the  mirth  of  the  whole 
company :  but  he  could  not  regain  tlie 
good  graces  of  Mrs.  Tabby,  who  did 
not  underftand  the  principle  of  inftinct ; 
and  the  lawyer  did  not  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  proceed  to  farther  demon- 
ftration.  \ 

From  Harrigate  we  came  hither,  by 
the  way  of  York,  and  here  we  mall  tany 
fome  days,  as  my  uncle  and  Tabitha  are 
both  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  waters. 
Scarborough,  though  a  paltry  town,  is 
romantick  from  it's  fkuation  along  a 
cliff  that  over-hangs  the  lea.  The  har- 
bour is  formed  by  a  I'm  all  elbow  cf  land 
that  runs  out  as  a  natural  mcle,  directly 
oppofite  to  the  town ;  and  on  that  fide  is 
the  caftle,  which  ftands  very  high,  of 
confiderable  extent,  and,  before  the  in- 
vention of  gunpowder,  was  counted  im- 
pregnable. At  the  other  end  of  Scar- 
borough are  two  publick  rooms  for  the 
ufe  of  the  company,  who  refort  to  this 
place  in  the  fummer,  to  drink  the  waters 
and  bathe  in  the  fea;  and  the  diverfions. 
are  pretty  much  on  the  fame  footing' here 
as  at  Bath.  The  Spa  is  a  little  way  be- 
yond the  towns  on  this  fide,  under  a  cliff, 
within  a  few  paces  of  the  fen,  and  thither 
the  drinkers  go  every  morning  in  difha- 
bille ;  but  the  defcent  is  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  fteps,  which  invalids  find  very  in- 
convemuit.  Betwixt  the  well  and  the 
harbour, 
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harbour,  the  bathing  machines  are  rang- 
ed alorig  the  beach,  with  all  their  pro- 
per utenlils  and  attendants.     You  have 
never  feen  one  of  tliefe  machines.  Image 
'  to  your/elf'  a  fmall,  Ihug,  wooden  cham- 
ber, fixed  upon  a  wheel-carriage,  having 
a  door  at  each  end,  and  on  each  fide  a 
little  window  above,  a  bench  below.  The 
bather,  afcending  into  this  apartment  by 
wooden  fteps,  Ihuts  himfelf  in,  and  be- 
gins to  undrefs,  while  the  attendant  yokes 
n  horfe  to  the  end  next  the  fea,  and  draws 
the  carriage  forwards,  till  the  furface  of 
the  water  is  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the 
drefiing-room,  then  he  moves  and  fixes 
the  horfe  to  the  other  end.    The  peribn 
within,  being  Stripped,  opens  the  door  to 
the  fea- ward,  where  he  finds  the  guide 
ready,  and  plunges  headlong  into  the 
water.     After   having   bathed,  he  re- 
aicends  into  the  apartment  by  the  fteps, 
which  had  been  Ihifted  for  that  purpofe, 
and  puts  on  his  cloaths  at  his  leifure, 
while  the  carriage  is  drawn  back  again 
upon  the  diy  land ;  fo  that  he  has  no- 
thing farther  to  do  but  to  open  the  door, 
and  come  down  as  he  went  up.     Should 
he  be  fo  weak  or  ill  as  to  require  a  fer- 
vant  to  put  oft"  and  on  his  cloaths,  there 
is  room  enough  in  the  apartment  for  half 
a  dozen  people.  The  guides  who  attend 
the  ladies  in  the  water,  are  of  their  own 
lex ;   and  they  and  the  female-bathers 
have  a  drefs  of  flannel  for  the  fea ;  nay, 
they  are  provided  with   other   conve- 
niences for  the  fupport  of  decorum.     A 
certain  number  of  the  machines  are  fit- 
ted with  tilts,  that  project  from  the  fea- 
ward  ends  of  tl)em,  fo  as  to  fcreen  the 
bathers  from  the  view  of  all   perfons 
whatfover.    The  beach  is  admirably  a- 
daptcd  for  this  practice,  the  defcent  be- 
ing gently  gradual,  and  the  fand  loft  as 
velvet ;  but  then  the  machines  can  be 
ufed  only  at  a  certain  time  of  the  tide, 
which  varies  every  day ;  fo  that  fome- 
times  the  bathers  are  obliged  to  rife  very 
early  in  the  morning.     For  my  part,  I 
love  fwimming  as  an  exercife,  and  can 
enjoy  it  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  without 
the  formality  of  an  apparatus.  You  and 
I  have  often  plunged  together  into  the 
Ifis ;  but  the  fea  is  a  much  more  noble 
^bath,  for  health  as  well  as  plealure.  You 
cannot  conceive  what  a  flow  of  fpirits  it 
gives,  and  how  it  braces  every  fmew  of 
the  human  frame.  Were  I  to  enumerate 
half  the  difeafes  which  are  every  day 
cured  by  lea-bathing,  you  might  juftJy 


fay  you  had  received  a  treatife,  inflead  of 
a  letter,  from  your  affectionate  friend, 
and  fervant, 

J.  MELFORD, 
SCARBOROUGH, JULY  i. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

I  Have  not  found  all  the  benefit  I  ex- 
pected at  Scarborough,  where  I  have 
been  thefe  eight  days.  From  Harrigate 
we  came  hither  by  the  way  of  York, 
where  we  flayed  only  one  day  to  vifit  the 
Caftle,  the  Minfter,  and  the  Aflembly- 
Room.  The  firft,  which  was  heretofore 
a  fortrefs,  is  now  converted  to  a  prifon, 
and  is  the  bed,  in  all  refpefts,  I  ever  faw 
at  home  or  abroad.  It  ftands  in  a  high 
fituation,  extremely  well  ventilated ;  and 
has  a  fpacious  area  within  the  walls,  for 
the  health  and  convenience  of  all  the  pri- 
foners,  except  thofe  whom  it  is  neceflary 
to  fecure  in  clofe  confinement.  Even 
thefe  laft  have  all  the  comforts  that  the 
nature  of  their  fituation  can  admit.  Here 
the  aflizes  are  held,  in  a  range  of  build- 
ings erecled  for  that  purpofe. 

As  for  the  Minfter,  I  know  not  how 
to  diftinguifhit,  except  by  it's  great  fize, 
and  the  height  of  it's  fpire,  from  thole 
other  ancient  churches  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom  which  ufed  to  be  called 
monuments  of  Gothick  architecture;  but 
it  is  now  agreed,  that  this  ftile  is  Saracen 
rather  than  Gothick ;  and  I  fuppofe  it 
was  firft  imported  into  England  from 
Spain,  great  part  of  which  was  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Moors.  Thole  Britilh 
architects  who  adopted  this  ftile,  do  not 
feem  to  have  considered  the  propriety 
of  their  adoption.  The  climate  of  the 
'country  poflefled  by  the  Moors  or  Sara- 
cens, both  in  Africa  and  Spain,  was  fo 
exceedingly  hot  and  dry,  that  thofe  who 
built  places  of  worlhip  for  the  multitude, 
employed  their  talents  in  contriving  edi- 
fices that  mould  be  cool ;  and,  for  this 
purpofe,  nothing  could  be  better  adapted 
than  thofe  buildings  ;  vaft,  narrow,  dark, 
and  lotty,  impervious  to  the  fun-beams, 
and  having  little  communication  with  the 
fcorched  external  atmofplu:re ;  but  ever 
affording  a  refrelhing  coolnefs,  like  fuh- 
terranean  cellars  in  the  heats  of  fum- 
mer,  or  natural  caverns  in  the  bowels  of 
huge  mountains.  But  nothing  could  be 
more  prepofterous  than  to  imitate  fuch  a 
mode  of  architecture  in  a  country  like 
England, 
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England,  where  the  climate  is  cold,  and 
the"  air  eternally  loaded  with  vapours ; 
and  where,  of  confequence,  the  builder's 
intention  mould  be  to  keep  the  people 
thy  and  warm.  For  my  part,  I  never 
entered  the  Abbey-church  at  Bath  but 
once,  and  the  moment  I  ftepped  over  the 
thremcld,  I  found  myfclf  chilled  to  the 
very  marrow  of  my  bones.  When  we 
conhder  that,  in  our  churches  in  general, 
we  breathe  a  grofs  ftagnated  air,  fur- 
charged  with  damps  from  vaults,  tombs, 
and  charnel-houfes,  may  we  not  term 
them  fo  many  magazines  of  rheums, 
created  for  the  benefit  of  the  medical  fa- 
culty ;  and  fafely  aver,  that  mere  bodies 
are  loll,  than  fouls  faved,  by  going  to 
church,  in  the  winter  efpecially,  which 
may  be  faid  to  engrofs  eight  months  in 
the  year.  I  mould  be  glad  to  know  what 
offence  it  would  give  to  tender  ccn- 
fciences,  if  the  houie  of  God  was  made 
more  comfortable,  or  lefs  dangerous  to 
the  health  of  valetudinarians ;  and  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  an  encouragement 
to  piety,  as  well  as  the  falvation  of  many 
lives,  if  the  place  of  worfhip  was  well 
floored,  wainfcotted,  warmed,  and  ven- 
tilated, and  it's  area  kept  facred  from  the 
pollution  of  the  dead.  The  practice  of 
burying  in  churches  was  the  effect  of 
ignorant  iuperftition,  influenced  by  knav- 
ilh  priefts,  who  pretended  that  the  devil 
could  have  no  power  over  the  defunct, 
if  he  was  interred  in  holy  ground  ;  and 
this,  indeed,  is  the  only  reafon  that  can  be 
given  for  confecrating  all  ceinetaries, 
even  at  this  day. 

The  external  appearance  of  an  old  ca- 
thedral cannot  be  but  difpleafmg  to  the 
eye  of  every  man  who  has  any  idea  of 
propriety  and  proportion,  even  though  he 
may  be  ignorant  of  architecture  as  a  fci- 
ence ;  and  the  long  {lender  fpire  puts  one 
in  mind  of  a  criminal  impaled,  with  a 
fnarp  ftake  rifing  up  through  his  moul- 
der. Thefe  towers,  or  Iteeples,  were 
likewife  borrowed  from  the  Mahome- 
tans ;  who,  having  no  bells,  ufed  fuch 
minarets  for  the  purpofe  of  calling  the 
people  to  prayers .  They  may  be  of  far- 
ther ufe, '  however,  for  making  oblervn- 
tions  and  fignals  ;  but  I  would  vote  for 
their  being  diftinct  from  the  body  of  the 
church,  becaule  they  ferve  only  to  make 
the  pile  more  barbarous,  or  Saracenical. 

There  is"  nothing  of  this  Arabic  archi- 
tecture in  the  Aflembly-Room,  which 
feoms  to  me  to  have  been  builtupon  a  de- 
jn  of  Palladio,  and  might  be  converted 


into  an  elegant  place  of  wormip ;  but  it 
is  indifferently  contrived  for  that  fort  of 
idolatry  which  is  performed  in  it  at  pre- 
fent.  The  grandeur  of  the  fane  gives  a 
diminutive  eifect  10  the  little  painted  di- 
vinities that  are  adored  in  it;  and  the 
company,  on  a  ball- night,  muft  look  like 
an  aflembljr  of  fantaftick  fairies,  revel- 
ling by  (noon-light  among  the  columns 
of  a  Grecian  temple. 

Scarborough  feems  to  be  falling  off  in 
point  of  reputation.  All  thefe  places, 
Bath  excepted,  have  their  vogue,  and  • 
then  the  fafhion  changes.  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  there  are  fifty  fpaws  in  England 
as  efficacious  and  falutary  as  that  of 
Scarborough,  though  they  have  not  yet 
riien.to  fame;  rnd,  perhaps,  never  will, 
unlefs  fome  mcdicil  encomiaft  mould 
find  an  intereft  in  uifplaying  their  virtues 
to  the  publick  view.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
recourfe  will  always  be  had  to  this  place 
for  the  convenience  of  fea-bathirig,  while 
this  practice  prevails;  but  it  were  to  be 
wifhed  they  would  make  the  beach  more 
acceflible  to  invalids. 

I  have  here  met  with  my  old  acquaint- 
ance, H  t,  whom  you  have  often- 
heard,  me  mention  as  one  of  the  moft  ori- 
ginal characters  upon  earth.  I  firft  knew 
him  at  Venice,  and  afterward*  law  him 
in  different  parts  of  Italy,  where  he  was  ' 
well  known  by  the  nick-name  of  Ca- 
vallo  Bianco,  from  his  appearing  always 
moimted  on  a  pale  horfe,  like  Death  in 
the  Revelations.  You  muft  remember 
the  account  I  once  gave  you  of  a  curious 
difpute  he  had  at  Constantinople  with  a 
couple  of  Turks,in  defenceof  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion ;  a  difpute  from  which  he 
acquired  the  epithet  of  Demonftrator. 

The  truth  is,  H •  owns  no  religion 

but  that  of  nature ;  but,  on  this  occaiion, 
he  was  ftlmulated  to  (hew  his  parts  for 
the  honour  of  his  country.  Some  years 
ago,  being  in  the  Campidoglio  at  Rome, 
he  made  up  to  the  buft  of  Jupiter,  and, 
bowing  very  low,  exclaimed  ill  the  Ita- 
lian language — 4 1  hope,  Sir,  if  ever  you 

*  get  your  head  above  water  again,  you 
'  will  remember  that  I  paid  my  refuects 

*  to  you  in  your  adversity.1     This  fally 
was  reported  to  theCardinal  Camerlengo, 
and  by  him  laid  before  Pope  Benedict 
XIV.  who  could  not  help  laughing  at 
the  extravagance  of  the  aadrefs,  and  laid 
to  the  cardinal — '  Thofe  Englifti  hcre- 
'  ticks  think  they  have  a  right  to  go  to 

*  the  devil  in  their  own  way/ 
Indeed,  H— —  was  the  only  Englifh- 

O  "man 
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man  I  ever  Jujew,  who  had  refolution 
enough  to  live  in  his  own  way,  in  the 
midlt  of  foreigners  5  for  neither  in  drefs, 
diet,  cuftoms,  or  conversation,  did  he 
deviate  one  tittle  from  ihe  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  brought  up.  '  About 
twelve  years  ago,  be  began  a  Giro  or  cir- 
cuit, which  he  thus  performed.  At  Na- 
ples, where  he  fixed  his  head-quarters, 
he  embarked  for  Marfeilles,  from  whence 
he  travelled,  with  a  voiturin,  to  Antibes. 
There  he  took  his  paffage  to  Genoa  and 
Lerici ;  from  which  laft  place  he  proceed- 
ed by  the  way  of  Cambratina  to  Pifa 
and  Florence.  After  having  halted  ibme 
time  in  this  metropolis,  he  let  out  with 
a  vetturino  for  Rome,  where  he  repofed 
himfelf  a  few  weeks,  and  then  continued 
his  rout  to  Naples,  in  order  to  wait  for 
the  next  opportunity  of  embarkation. 
After  having  twelve  times  described  this 
circle,  he  lately  flew  off  at  a  tangent  to 
vilit  fome  trees  at  his  country-houie  in 
England,  which  he  had  planted  r.bove 
twenty  years  ago,  after  the  plan  of  the 
double  colonnade  in  the  piazza  of  St. 
Peter's  at  Rome.  He  came  hither  to 
Scarborough,  to  pay  his  refpects  to  his 
noble  friend  and  former  pupil  the  M— 

of  G ;  and,  forgetting  that  he  is  now 

turned  of  leventy,  facrificed  fo  liberally 
tp  Bacchus,  that  next  day  he  was  feized 
with  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  which  has  a  little 
impaired  his  memory  ;  but  he  retains  all 
the  oddity  of  his  character  in  perfection, 
and  is  going  back  to  Italy,  by  'the  way 
of  Geneva,  that  he  may  have  a  confe- 
rence with  his  friend  Voltaire,  about  giv~ 
ing  the  laft  blow  to  the  Christian  i'uper- 
ftition.  He  intends  to  take  (hipping  here 
for  Holland  or  Hamburgh  5  tor  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  indifference  to  him  at 
what  part  o/  the  continent  he  firit  lands. 
When  he  was  going  abroad  the  laft 
time,  he  took  his  ] village  in  a  fhip  bound 
for  Leghorn,  and  his  baggage  was  actu- 
ally embarked.  In  going  down  the  ri- 
ver, by  water,  he  was  by  miftake  put  on 
board  of  another  veflel  under  fail ;  and, 


upon  enquiry,  underftood  fhe  was  bound 
to  Peterfburgh.  '  Peterlbiirgh  !  Petcrf- 
'  burgh  !'  faid  he ;  '  I  don't  care  if  I  go 
'  along  with  you.'  He  forthwith  itruck 
a  bargain  with  the  captain ;  bought  a 
couple  of  fhirts  of  the  mate,  and  was  fafc 
conveyed  to  the  court  of  Mulcovy,  from 
whence  he  travelled  by  land  to  receive  his 
baggage  at  Leghorn.  He  is  now  more 
likely  than  ever  to  execute  a  whim  of  the 
fame  nature ;  and  I  will  hold  any  wager, 
that,  as  he  cannot  be  fuppoied  to  live 
much  longer,  according  to  the  courfe  of 
nature,  his  exit  will  be  as  odd  as  his  life 
has  been  extravagant*. 

But,  to  return  from  one  humourift  to 
another ;  you  muft  know  I  have  received 
benefit  both  from  the  chalybeate  and  the 
fea,  and  would  have  ufed  them  longer, 
had  not  a  molt  ridiculous  adventure,  by 
making  me  the  town-talk,  obliged  me  to 
leave  the  place ;  for  I  cannot  bear  the 
thoughts  or"  affording  a  fpectacle  to  the 
multitude.  Yefterday  morning,. at  fix 
o'clock,  I  went  down  to  the  bathing- 
place,  attended  by  my  fervant  Clinker, 
who  waited  on  the  beach  as  ufual.  The 
wind  blowing  from  the  north,  and  the 
weather  being  hazy,  the  water  proved  lo 
chill,  that,  when  I  rofe  from  my  tirlt 
.ilunge,  I  could  not  help  fobbing  and 
jawling  out  from  the  effects  of  the  cold. 
Clinker,  who  heard  me  ciy,  and  law  me 
indiltinclly  a  good  way  without  the  guide, 
buffeting  the  waves,  took  it  for  granted 
I  was  drowning ;  and,  rn filing  into  the 
fta,  cloaths  and' all,  overturned  the  guide 
in  Ivs  hurry  to  lave  his  mailer.  1  had 
fwam  out  a  few  ftrokes ;  when,  hearing 
a  noiie,  I  turned  about  and  law  Clinker 
already  up  to  his  neck,  advancing  to- 
wards me,  with  all  the  wilclnefs  of  terror 
in  his  aipect.  Afraid  he  would  get  out 
of  his  depth,  I  made  hafte  to  meet  him ; 
when,  all  of  a  fudden,  he  feized  me  by 
one  ear,  and  dragged  me,  bellowing  with 
pain,  upon  thediy  beach,  to  the  ailo- 
niiliinent  of  all  the  people,  men,  women, 
and  children,  there  alfembled. 


i; 


•  This  gentleman  crofled  the  fea  to  France,  vifited  and  conferred  with  Mr  de  Voltaire 
at  Fernay,  refoiiu-d  his  old  circuit  at  Genoa,  and  died  in  1767,  at  the  houfe  of  Vanini  in. 
Florence.  Being  taken  with  a  fupprefiion  oi'urine,  he  rcfolved,  in  imitation  of  Pomponius 
Atticu*,  co  take  himuif  nffby  abiHnence;  and  this  refolution  he  executed  I'.kc  an  ancient 
Roman.  He  lav*  ..niij^uny  to  the  laft,  cracked  his  jokes,  convcrfeH  ficelv,  ami  ent-rtdined 
his  guefts  with  mufick.  On  the  third  day  of  his  fait,  lie  found  himfelf  entirely  freed  of 
hi->  c.implaint;  but  vefufed  taking  fuftenance.  He  faid  the  moft  difngiLcable  part  of  the  voy- 
age was  part  and  he  flvuld  be  a  curfed  fool  indeed  ro  put  about  fhip  when  he  wa^  jult  en- 
tering the  harbour.  In  thcfe  fentimencs  he  pcriiftid,  without  any  marks  of  a ffl elation;  and 
i-jifhed  his  courfe  with  futh  cafe  and  ftieniiy,  a»  would  have  djnc  honour  to  ilr.  lii inert 
*K>:  k  . 
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I  was  fo  exafperated  by  the  pain  of  my 
«r,  and  the  dii'grace  of  being  expofed  in 
iuch  an  attitude,  that,  in  the  firit  tranf- 
port,  I  ftruck  him  down  ;  then  running 
back  into  the  tea,  took  flicker  in  the  ma- 
chine, where  my  cloaths  had  been  depo- 
fited.  I  foon  recollected  myfelf  fo  far  as 
to  do  juftice  to  the  poor  fellow,  who,  in 
£rreat  iimplicity  of  heart,  had  afted  from 
motives  of  fidelity  and  affection.  Open- 
ing the  doors  of  the  machine,  which  was 
immediately  drawn  on  more,  I  law  him 
(landing  by  the  wheel,  dropping  like  a 
w.rter-work,  and  trembling  from  head  to 
foot,  partly  from  cold,  and  partly  from 
the  dread  of  having  offended  his  mafter. 
I  made  my  acknowledgments  for  the  blow 
he  had  received,  allured  him  I  was  not 
angry,  and  infilled  upon  his  going  home 
immediately  to  fhift  his  cloaths ;  a  com- 
mand which  he  could  hardly  find  in  his 
heart  to  execute,  fo  well  dilpofed  was  he 
to  furnifli  the  mob  with  farther  enter- 
tainment at  myexpence..  Clinker's  iu- 
fenrion  was  laudable,  without  all  doubt; 
but,  neverthelefs,  I  am  a  fufferer  by  his 
fimplicity.  I  have  had  a  burning  heat, 
and  a  ftrange  buzzing  noife,  in  that  ear, 
f  ver  iince  it  was  fo  roughly  treated ;  and 
I  cannot  walk  the  ftreet,  without  being 
pointed  at  as  themonfter  that  was  hauled 
naked  afhore  upon  the  beach.  Well,  I , 
affirm  that  folly  is  often  more  provoking 
than  knavery;  aye,  and  more  mifchievous 
too :  and  whether  a  man  had  not  better 
chufe  a  fenfible  rogue,  than  an  honeft 
fimpleton,  for  his  fervant,  is  no  matter 
of  doubt  with  yours 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
^SCARBOROUGH,  JULY  4. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

HEAR    VATT, 

WE  made  a  precipitate  retreat  from 
Scarborough,  owing  to  the  e\- 
ceflive  delicacy  of  our  fquire,  who  cannot 
bear  the  thoughts  of  being  pratereun- 
tium  digito  monjlratuf. 

One  morning,  while  he  was  bathing  in 
the  fea,  his  man  Clinker  took  it  in  his 
head  that  his  mafter  was  in  danger  of 
drowning;  and,  in  this  conceit,  plung- 
ing into  the  water,  he  lugged  him  out 
r'ced  on  the  beach,  and  almoft  pulled 
iiis  ear  in  the  operation.     You  may 
;is  how  this  atchievment  was  relifhed 


by  Mr.  Bramble,  who  is  impatient,  iraf- 
cible,  and  has  the  moft  extravagant  ider.s 
of  decency  and  decorum  in  the  ceco- 
nomy  of  his  own  perfon.  In  the  firft 
ebullition  of  his  choler,  he  knocked 
Clinker  down  with  his  fift ;  but  he  after- 
wards made  him  amends  for  this  outrage, 
and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  farther  notice 
of  the  people,  among  whom  this  incident 
had  made  him  remarkable,  he  refolved 
to  leave  Scarborough  the  next  day. 

We   fet    out    accordingly  over    the 
moors,  by  the  way  of  Whitby,  and  be- 
gan our  journey  betimes,  in  hopes  of 
reaching  Stockton  that  night ;  but  in  this 
hope  we  were  difappointed.     In  the  af- 
ternoon, eroding  a  deep  gutter,  made  by 
a  torrent,  the  coach  was  Ib  hard  (trained, 
that  one  of  the  irons  which  connecl  the 
frame  fnapped,  and  the  leather  lling  on 
the  fame  fide  cracked  in  the  middle.  The 
mock  was  fo  great,  that  my  fifter  Liddy 
ftruck  her  head^againft  Mrs.  Tabitha's 
nofe  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  bk>od 
flowed ;  and  Win.  Jenkins  was  darted 
through  a  fmall  window,  in  that  part  of 
the  carriage  next  the  horfes,  where  me 
ftuck  like  a  bawd»in  the  pillory,  till  (lie 
was  releafed  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Bram-- 
ble.    -We  were  eight  miles  diftant  from 
any  place  where  we  could  be  fupplied' 
with  chailes,  and  it  was   impoflible  to 
proceed  with  the  coach,  until  the  damage 
(liould  be  repaired.     In  this  dilemma,' 
we  difcovered  a  blackfmith's  forge  on 
the  edge  of  a  fmall  common,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  fceneot  our  difafter,  and 
thither  the  poftilions  made  fhift  to  draw 
the  carriage  (lowly,  while  the  company 
walked  a-foot :  but  we  found  the  black- 
fmith  had  been  dead  fome  days ;  and  his 
wife,  who  had  been  lately  delivered,  was 
deprived  of  her  fenfes,  under  the  care  of 
a  nurfe  hired  by  the  parifh.     We  were 
exceedingly  mortified  at  this  difappoint- 
ment;  which,  however,  was  furmounted 
by  the  help  of  Humphry  Clinker,  who 
is  a  furprizing  compound  of  genius  ard 
fimplicity.     Finding  the  tools  of  the  de- 
funcl,  together  with  fome  coals,  in  the 
fmithy,  he  unfcrewed  the  damaged  iron 
in  a  twinkling,    and,  kindling  a   fire,' 
united  the  broken  pieces  with  equal  dex- 
terity and  difpatch.     While  he  was  at 
,  work  upon  this  operation,  the  poor  wo- 
man in  the  ftraw,  ftruck  with  the  well- 
known  found  of  the  hammer  and  anvil, 
ftarted  up,  and,  notwithstanding  all  the 
nurie's  efforts,  came  running  imo  the 
fmithy  j  where  throwing  her  arms  ab(.iift 
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Clinker's  neck—'  Ah,  Jacob,1  cried  (he, 
'  how  could  you  leave  me  in  fuch  a  con  - 
'  dition?' 

This  incident  was  too  pathetick  to  oc- 
cafion mirth;  it  brought  tears  into  the 
eyes  of  all  prefent.  The  poor  widow 
was  nut  to  bed  again ;  and  we  did  not 
leave  the  village  without  doing  fome- 
thing  for  her  benefit.  Even  Tabitha's 
charity  was  awakened  on  this  occafion. 
As  for  the  tender-hearted  Humphry 
Clinker,  he  hammered  the  iron  and  wept 
at  the  fp.metime.  But  his  ingenuity  was 
not  confined  to  his  own  province  of  far- 
rier and  blackfmith :  it  was  necefTary  to 
join  the  leather  fling  which  had  been 
broke ;  and  this  fervice  he  likewife  per- 
formed, by  means  of  a  broken  awl,  which 
he  new-pointed  and  ground;  a  little 
hemp,  which  he  fpun  into  lingels ;  and  a 
few  tacks,  which  he  made  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  Upon  the  whole,  we  were  in  a 
condition  to  proceed  in  little  more  than 
one  hour ;  but  even  this  delay  obliged 
us  to  pafs  the  night  at  Gifborough.  Next 
day  we  croffed  the  Tees,  at  Stockton, 
which  is  a  neat  agreeable  town ;  and 
there  we  refolved  to  dine,  with  purpofe  to 
lie  at  Durham. 

Whom  fhould  we  meet  in  the  yard, 
when  we  alighted,  but  Martin  the  ad- 
venturer? Having  handed  out  the  ladies, 
and  conducted  them  into  an  apartment, 
where  he  paid  his  compliments  to  Mrs.  . 
Tabby,  with  his  ufual  addrcfs, hebegged 
leave  to  fpeak  to  my  uncle  in  another 
room;  and  there,  in  fome  confufion,  he 
made  an  apology  for  having  taken  the  li- 
berty to  trouble  him  with  a  letter  at  Ste- 
venage.  He  expreffed  his  hope  that  Mr. 
Bramble  had  beftowedfome  confideration 
on  his  unhappy  cafe,  apd  repeated  his  de- 
lire  of  being  taken  into  his  fervice. 

My  uncle,  calling  me  into  the  room, 
told  him*,  that  we  were  both  very  well  in- 
clined to  refcue  him  from  a  way  of  life 
'that  was  equally  dangerous  and  difho- 
r.o'j;  able  -r  and  that  he  fhould  have  no  fcni- 
pies  in  tiufting  to  his  gratitude  and  fide- 
lity, if  he  had  any  employment  for  him, 
which  he  thought  would  fait  his  qualifi- 
cations and  his  circumftances  ;  but  that 
al  the  departments  he  had  mentioned  in 
his  ktier  were  titled  up  by  perfons  of 
whofe  conduct  he  had  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain; of  confequence,he  could  not,  with- 
out, ir.iuftjce,  deprive  any  orte  of  them  of 
his  Iweau.  Nevertheless,  ne  declared  him- 
fcif  ready  to  amft  him' in  anyfexinblepro- 
jeftj  cither  with  la's  purfe  cr  credit. 


Martin  feemed  deeply  touch?*.!  st  ihis 
declaration.  The  tear  iforted  in  his  eye, 
•while  he  laid,  in  a  faltering  accent—- 
Worthy Sir,  your  generofity  opprelfes 
me.  I  never  dreamed  of  troubling  you 
for  any  pecuniaiy  arnitance.  Indeed,  I 
have  no  occafion.  I  have  been  fo  lucky 
at  billiards  and  betting  in  different 
places,  at  Buxton,  Hanagate,  Scarbo- 
rough, and  Newcaftle  races,  that  my 
ftock  in  ready-money  amounts  to  three 
hundred  pounds,  which  I  would  wil- 
lingly employ  in  profecuting  fomeho- 
neii  fcheme  of  life;  but  my  friend, 
Jullice  Buzzard,  has  fetfo  manyfprings 
for  my  life,  that  I  am  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  either  retiring  immediately  to  a 
remote  part  of  the  country,  where  I  can 
enjoy  the  protection  of  fome  generous 
patron,  or  of  quitting  the  kingdom  al- 
together. It  is  upon  this  alternative 
that  I  now  beg  leave  to  afk  your  advict-. 
I  have  had  information  of  all  yo'.;r 
route,  iince  I  had  the  honour  to  fee  you 
at  Stevenage;  and, fuppofingyou  would 
come  this  way  from  Scarborough,  I 
came  hither  laft  night  from  Darling- 
ton, to  pay  you  my  refpe£ls.' 
'  It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  pro- 
vide you  with  an  afylum  in  the  coun- 
try,' replied  my  uncle;  '  but  a  life  of 
indolence  and  obfcurity  would  not  fuit 
with  your  aftive  and  enterpri/ing  ilif- 
polition.  I  would  therefore  advife  you 
to  try  your  fortune  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
I  will  give  you  a  letter  to  a  friend  in 
London,  who  will  recommend  you  to 
the  directors,  for  a  commimon  in  the 
company's  fervice,  and  if  that  cannot 
be  obtained,  you  will  at  leaft  be  receiv- 
ed as  a  volunteer:  in  which  cafe,  you 
may  pay  for  your  paflage,  and  I  fhall 
undertake  to  procure  you  fuch  creden- 
tials, that  you  will  not  be  long  without 
a  commimon. ' 

Martin  embraced  the  propofal  with 
great  eagernefs;  it  was  therefore  refolved, 
that  he  fhould  fell  his  horfe,  and  take  a 
pafTage  by  fea  for  London,  to  execute  the 
project  without  delay.  In  the  menu  time 
he  accompanied  us  to  Durham,  where  we 
took  up  our  quarters  for  the  night.  Here, 
being  furnifhed  with  letters  from  my 
uncle,  he  took  his  leave  of  us  with  ftrong 
fymptoms  of  gratitude  and  attachment, 
and  fet  out  for  Sundcrlnnd,  in  order  to 
embark  in  the  firft  collier  bound  for  the 
River  Thames.  He  had  not  been  gone 
half  an  hour,  when  we  were  joined 
by  another  chara&er,  which  promifed 
fornething 
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Something  extraordinary.  A  tall,  meagre 
figure,  anfwering,  with  his  horie,  the  de~ 
fcription  of  Don  Quixote  mounted  on 
Rozinante,  appeared  in  the  twilight  at  the 
inn  door,  while  my  aunt  and  Liddy  Hood 
at  a  window  in  the  dining-room.  He 
wore  a  coat,  the  cloth  of  which  had  once 
been  fcarlet,  trimmed  with  Branden* 
burgs,  now  totally  deprived  of  their  me- 
tal, and  he  had  holder-caps  and  houfmg 
of  the  lame  Huff  and  fame  antiquity. 
Perceiving  ladies  at  the  window  above,  he 
endeavoured  to  difmount  with  the  mo  ft 
graceful  air  he  could  afiume;  buttheolller 
neglecting  to  hold  tha  ftirrup,  when  he 
wheeled  off  his  right-foot,  and  flood  with 
his  whole  weight  on  the  other,  the  girth 
unfortunately  gave  way,  the  faddle  turn- 
ed, down  came  the  cavalier  to  the  ground, 
and  his  hat  and  periwig  falling  off,  dif- 
played  a  head-piece  of  various  colours, 
patched  and  plailtered  in  a  woeful  con- 
dition. The  ladies,  at  the  window  above, 
fhrieked  with  affright,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  the  ftranger  had  received  fome  nota- 
ble damage  in  his  fail;  but  the  greateft 
injury  he  had  fuftained  arofe  from  the 
dilhonour  of  his  defcent,  aggravated  by 
the  diigrace  of  expoiing  the  condition  of 
his  cranium;  for  certain  plebeians  that 
were  about  the  door,  laughed  aloud,  in 
the  belief  that  the  captain  had  got  either  a 
fcald  head,  or  a  broken  head,  both  equally 
opprobrious. 

He  forthwith  leaped  up  in  a  fury,  and 
fnatching  one  of  his  pillols,  threatened 
to  put  the  oftler  to  death,  when  another 
fquall  from  the  women  checked  his  re- 
lentment.  He  then  bowed  to  the  win- 
dow, while  he  killed  the  butt  end  of  his 
piftol,  which  he  replaced;  adjufted  his  wig 
in  great  confuiion,  and  led  his  horfe  into 
the  liable.  By  this  time  I  had  come  to 
the  door,  and  could  not  help  gazing  at  the 
ftrange  figure  that  prefented  itfelf  to  my 
view.  He  would  have  meafured  above 
fix  feet  in  height,  had  he  flood  upright ; 
but  he  flooped  very  much;  was  very  nar- 
row in  the  fhoulders,  and  very  thick  in 
the  calves  of  the  legs,  which  were  cafed 
in  black  Ipatterd  allies.  As  for  his  thighs, 
they  were  long  and  flender,  like  thole  of 
a  grafshopper;  his  face  was  at  leaft  half 
a  yard  in  length,  brown,  and  fhri veiled, 
with  projecting  cheek-bones,  little  grey 
eyes,  on  the  greenifh  hue,  a  large  hook- 
nofe,  a  pointed  chin,  a  mouth  from  ear 
to  ear,  very  ill  furnifhed  with  teeth,  and 
a  high  narrow  forehead,  well  furrowed 
with  wrinkles.  His  horfe  was  exactly 


in  the  ftyle  of  it's  rider;  a  refurrection 
of  dry  bones,  which  (as  we  afterwards 
learned)  he  valued  exceedingly,  as  the 
only  prefent  he  had  ever  received  in  his 
life. 

Having  feen  this  favourite  ftced  pro- 
perly accommodated  in  the  liable,  he  lent 
up  his  compliments  to  the  ladies,  begging 
permilHon  to  thank  them  in  perlbn  for  the 
marks  of  concern  they  had  ihewn  at  his 
diialler  in  the  court-yard.    As  the  fquire 
faid  they  could  not  decently  decline  his 
vilit,  he  was  fhewn  up  flairs,  and  paid  his 
refpects  in  the  Scotch  dialect,  with  much 
formality.    '  Laddies,'  faid  he,  e  perhaps 
ye  may  be  fcandaleezed  at  the  appear- 
ance my  heed  made,  when  it  was  un- 
covered by  accident;  but  I  can  allure 
yoxi  the  condition  you  faw  it  in,  is  nei- 
ther the  effects  of  difeale  nor  of  urun- 
kennefs ;  but  an  honeft  fear  received  in 
the  fervice  of  my  country.'     He  then 
gave  us  to  underlland,  that  having  been 
wounded  at  Ticonderago  in  America,  a 
party  of  Indians  rifled  him,  fcalped  him, 
bi  oke  his  fkull  with  the  blow  of  a  toma- 
hawk, and  left  him  for  dead  in  the  field 
of  battle;  but  thatbeing  afterwards  found 
with  figns  of  life,  he  had  been  cured  in 
the  French  hofpital,  though  the  lofs  of 
fubftance  could  not  be  repaired;  I'o  that 
the  fkull  was  left  naked  in  feveral  places, 
and  thefe  he  covered  with  patches. 

There  is  no  hold  by  which  an  Englim- 
man  is  fooner  taken  than  that  of  compai- 
fion.  We  were  immediately  interefted  in 
behalf  of  this  veteran.  Even  Tabby's 
heart  was  melted;  butourpitywas  warm- 
ed with  indignation,  when  we  learned, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  two  fanguinary  wars, 
he  had  been  wounded,  maimed,  mutilat- 
ed, taken,  and  enflaved,  without  ever 
having  attained  a  higher  rank  than  that 
of  a  lieutenant.  My  uncle's  eyes  gleamed, 
and  his  nether  lip  quivered,  while  he  ex- 
claimed— '  I  vow  to  God,  Sir,  your  cafe  is 
'  a  reproach  to  the  fervice.  The  injuftice 
*  you  have  met  with  is  fo  flagrant—* 
'  I  mull  crave  your  pardon,  Sir,'  cried 
the  other,  interrupting  him ;  '  I  com- 
'  plain  of  no  injuftice.  I  purchafed  an 
'  enfigncy  thirty  years  ago ;  and,  in  the 
'  courle  of  fervice,  role  to  be  a  lieutenant, 
'  according  to  my  feniority.' — '  But  in 
'  fuch  a  length  of  time,'  renamed  the 
fquire, '  you  nraft  have  feen  a  great  many 
4  young  officers  put  over  your  head.'— « 
'  Neverthelefs,'  laid  he, '  I  have  no  caufe 
'  to  murmur.  They  bought  their  pre- 
'  ferment  with  their  money.  I  had  no 
(  money 
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'  money  to  cany  to  market ;  that  was  my 
'  misfortune;  but  nobody  was  to  blame/ 
— *  What!  no  friend  to  advance  a  ium  of 
'  money?'  faid  Mr. Bramble.  'Perhaps, 
'  I  might  have  borrowed  money  for  the 
"  purchafe  ot  a  company,'  anlwercd  the 
other;  '  but  that  loan  mult  have  been 

*  refunded;  and  I  did  notchufe  toinrtim- 

*  her  irylelf  \vith  a  debt  of  a  thoufand 
'  pounds,  to  be  paid  from  an  income  of 

*  ten  (hillings  a  day.' — '  So  you  have 
'  fpent  the  belt  part  of  your  life,'  cried 
Air.  Bramble,  *  your  youth,  your  blood, 

*  and  your  conftitution,  amidft  the  dan- 

*  gers,  the  difficulties,  the  horrors,  and 
'  h^rdlhips  of  war,  for  the  confideration 
f  of  three  or  four  fliillings  a  day;  a  con- 

*  fiderztimi — '     '  Sir,'  replied  the  Scot, 
with  great  w?rmth,  '  you  are  the  man 
4  thatdcesmeiniuftice,  if  you  fay  or  think 
'  I  have  been  actuated  by  any  iucn  pal- 

*  try  confideration.     I  am  a  gentleman; 
'  and  entered  thefervice  as  other  gentle- 

*  men  do,  with  fuch  hopes  and  lentiments 

*  as  honourable  ambition  hifpires.    If  I 
'  have  not  been  lucky  in  the  lottery  of 
e  life,  fo  neither  do  I  think  myfelf  unfor- 

*  tunate.     I  owe  no  man  a  farthing;  I 
'  can  always  command  a  clean  fliiit,  a 
'  mutton-chop,  and  a  trufs  of  rtraw;  and 

*  when  I  die,  I  mall  leave  effects  1'uf- 
'  ficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  my 
'  burial.' 

My  uncle  aiTured  him,  he  had  ro  in- 
tention to  give  him  the  leaft  offence,  by 
the  oblervations  he  had  made;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  fpoke  from  a  fentiment  of 
friendly  regard  to  his'interetL  The  lieu- 
tenant thanked  him  with  a  ftiffnefs  of  ci- 
vility, which  nettled  our  old  gentleman, 
who  perceived  that  his  moderation  was 
all  affe£ted :  for,  whatfoever  his  tongue 
might  declare,  his  whole  appearance  de- 
noted diflatisfaclion.  In  fhort,  without 
pretending  to  judge  of  his  military  merit, 
I  think  I  may  affirm,  that  this  Caledonian 
is  afelf-conceited  pedant,  aukward, rude, 
and  dilputacious.  He  lias  had  the  benefit 
of  a  fchool-education,  feems  to  have  read 
a  good  number  of  books,  "his  memory  is 
tenacious,  and  he  pretends  to  fpeak  leveral 
different  languages :  but  he  is  fo  addiiled 
to  wrangling,  that  he  will  cavil  at  the 
cleared  truths,  and,  in  the  pride  of  argu- 
mentation, attempt  to  reconcile  contra- 
ctions. Whether  his  addrefs  and  qua- 
lifications are  really  of  that  ftamp,  which 
is  agreeable  to  the  talfe  of  our  aunt,  Mrs. 
Tabithn,  or  that  indefatigable  maiden  is 
tletermmed  to  fhoot  at  every  fort  of  game, 


certain  it  is  Hie  has  begun  to  praftife  upon 
the  heart  of  the  lieutenant,  who  favoured 
us  with  his  company  to  fupper. 

I  have  many  other  things  to  lay  of  this 
man  of  war,  which  I  (hall  communicate 
in  a  poll  or  two;  mean  while,  it  is  but 
reafonable  that  you  fliould  be  indulged 
with  fome  relpite  from  thofe  weary  lucu  • 
bratioas  of  yours, 

J.  MELFCRD. 

NEWCASTLE  UTON  TY>'E, 
JULY  10. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN   PHILLIPS,  OF  JESUS 
COLLEGE,  OXON.   , 

PTAR    PHILLIPS, 

IN  ny  1  ;<t  I  treated  you  with  a  high- 
navoured  difii,  in  the  character  of  the 
Scotch  lieutenant,  and  I  muft  prefent  him 
once  more  for  your  entertainment.  It 
was  our  fortune  to  feed  upon  him  the  belt 
part  of  three  days,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
that  he  will  dart  again  in  our  way  before 
we  /hall  have  finifhed  our  northern  ex- 
curfion.  The  day  after  our  meeting  with 
him  at  Durham  proved  fo  tempelhious, 
thnt  ve  did  not  chufe  to  proceed  on  our 
journey;  and  my  uncle  perfusded  him  to 
ftay  till  the  weather  mould  clear  up,  giv- 
ing him,  at  the  fame  time,  a  general  in- 
vitation to  our  mels.  The  man  has  cer- 
tainly gathered  a  whole  budget  of  rtin  v,\{ 
obfervatious,  hut  he  brings  them  forth  in 
fuch  an  ungracious  manner,  ?.s  would  be 
extremely  difgutfing,  if  it  was  not  mnrk- 
ed  by  that  charafteriftick  oddity  which 
never  fails  to  attract  the  attention.  He 
and  Mr.  Bramble  difconried,  and  even 
difp\Ued,on  different  fubjecls  in  war,po- 
licy,  the  belles  lettres,  law,  and  meta- 
phylicks ;  and  fome  times  they  were  waim  - 
ed  into  fuch  altercation,  as  fcemcd  to 
threaten  an  abrupt  diflblution  of  theii"  fo- 
ciety;  but  Mr.  Bramble  let  ?.  guard  over 
his  own  irrafcibility,  the  more  vigilantly 
as  the  officer  was  his  gueft;  anil  when,  in 
ipite  of  all  his  efforts,  he  begnn  to  wax 
warm,  the  other  pi-udently  cooled  in  the 
fame  proportion. 

Mrs.  Tabitha  chancing  to  accoft  her 
brother  by  the  familiar  diminutive  of 
Matt — '  Pray,  Sir,'  faid  the  lieutenant, 
'  is  your  name  Matthias  ?'  You  muft 
knew,  it  is  one  of  our  uncle's  foibics  to 
be  alhamed  of  his  name  Matthew,  be- 
caufe  it  is  puritanical;  and  this  tjueltion 
chagrined  him  fo  much,  that  he  anf\\er- 
ed— •'  No,  by  G— dl'  in  a  very  abnipt 

tone 
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tone  of  difpleafure.  The  Scot  took  um- 
brage at  the  manner  of  his  reply;  and, 
briflling  up — '  If  I  had  known,'  laid  he, 

*  that  you  did  not  care  to  tell  your  name, 

*  I  fhould  not  have  afked  the  queltion. 

*  the  leddy  called  you  Matt,  and  I  na- 
'•  turally  thougiit  it  was  Matthias:  per- 

*  haps  it  may  be  Methulehh,  or  Metro- 
*••  dorus,   or  Metellus,   or  Mathurinus, 
'  or  Mahllinnus,  or  Metamoros,  or — ' 
4  No,'  cried  my  uncle,  laughing,  '  it  is 
4  neither  of  thofe,  captain ;  rny  name  is 
'  Matthew   Bramble,    at  your  fervice. 

*  The  truth  is,  I  have  a  fooli.1i  pique  at 
4  the  name  of  Matthew,  becaufe  it  favours 

*  of  thofe  canting  hypocrites,  who,  in 
4  Cromwell's  time,  chriilened  all  their 
4  children  by  names  taken  from  the  fcrip- 

*  tare/ — '    A   foolifh    pique    indeed,' 
cried  Mrs.  Tabby;  4  and  even  fmful,  to 
4  fall  out  with  your  name,  becaufe  it  is 
4  taken  from  holy  writ.     I  would  have 
4  you  to  know,    you  was   called  after 
4  great- uncle  Matthew  ap  Madoc  ap  Me- 
'  redith,    Efquire,  of  Llanwyfthin,    in 
4  Montgomeryfuire,  juftice  of  the  quo- 
4  rxin,  and  crujlj  ruttleorum,  a  gentle- 
4-  man  of  great  worth  and  property,  de- 

fcended  in  a  ftrait  line,  by  the  female 
fide,  from  Llewellyn, Prince  of  Wales.' 
This  genealogical  anecdote  feenied  to 
make  fome  imprefTiou  upon  the  North 
Briton,  who  bowed  very  low  to  the  de- 
fcendants  of  Llewellyn,  and  obferved  that 
he  himfelf  had  the  honour  of  a  fcriptural 
nomination.  The  lady  expreffmg  a  defire 
of  knowing  his  addrifs*  he  faid,  he  de- 
figned  himielf  Lieutenant  Obadiah  Lif- 
mahago;  and,  in  order  to  aflifl  her  me- 
mory, he  prcitntcd  her  with  a  flip  of  pa- 
per, infcribed  with  thefe  three  words, 
which  the  repeated  with  great  einphahs, 
declaring  it  was  one  of.  the  molt  noble 
and  fonorous  names  fhe  had  ever  heard. 
He  obferved  that  Obadiah  was  an  adven- 
titious appellation  derived  from  his  great- 
grandfather, who  had  been  one  of  the 
original  covenanters:  but Lifmahago  was 
the  family  firname,  taken  from  a  place  in 
Scotland  fo  called.  He  likewife  dropped 
fome  hints  about  the  antiquity  of  his 
pedigree,  adding,  with  a  fmile,  of  felf- 
denial — *  Sed  genus  etprva-jos,et  qua  non 
4  fecimus  ipfi,  <uix  ea  nojlra  <vaco,"  which 
quotation  he  explained  in  deference  to  the 
ladies;  and  Mrs.  Tabitha  did  not  fail  to 
compliment  him  on  his  modelly,  in  wav- 
ing the  me.rit  of  his  ancellry,  adding, 
that  it  was  tlis  left  neccflary  to  him  as  he 


had  fuch  a  connderable  fund  of  his  own. 
She  now  began  to  glew  herlelf  to  his  fa- 
vour with  the  groffeft  adulation.  She  ex- 
patiated upon  the  antiquity  and  virtues  cf 
the  Scottifh  nation,  \ipon  their  valour, 
probity,  learning,  and  poliienefs.  She 
even  defcended  to  encomiums  on  his  own 
perfbnai  addrefs,  his  gallantry,  good  ienie, 
and  erudition.  She  appealed  to  her  bro- 
ther, whether  the  captain  was  not  the  very 
image  of  our  coufin,  Governor  Griffith. 
She  difcovered  a  furprizing  eagernefs  to 
know  die  particulars  of  his  life,  and  alked 
a  thoufand  queflions  concerning  his  at- 
chievemer.ts  in  war ;  all  which  Mr. 
Liiinahago  anfwered  with  a  fort  of  jelii- 
itical  rtierve,  affecting  a  relu£tance  to  la- 
tisfy  her  curiofity  on  a  fubject  that  con- 
cerned his  own  exploits. 

By  dint  of  her  interrogations,  however, 
we  learned,  that  he  and  Enfign  Murphy 
had  made  their  efcape  from  the  French 
hofpital  at  Montreal,  and  taken  to  the 
woods,  in  hope  01  reaching  fome  Engliili 
fcttlement;  but  mirhiking  their  route, 
tliey  fell  in  with  a  party  ot  Miamis,  \viu> 
carried  them  away  in  captivity.  The  ifl- 
tention  of  thefe  Indians  was  to  give  one 
or  tl\em  as  an  adopted  ion  to  a  venerable 
fachem,  who  had  loit  his  own  inthecourie 
of  the  war,  and  to  facrifice  the  other  ac- 
cording to  the  culiom  of  the  country. 
Murphy,  as  being  the  younger  and 
handfomerof  the  twC,was  defigned  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  deceafed,  not  only  as  t  h  z  ib:i 
of  the  fachem,  but  as  the  fpoufe  of  a  beau- 
tiful fquaw,  to  whom  hvs  predeceflor  had 
been  betrothed ;  but  in  palling  through 
the  different  whigwhams  or  villages  of 
the  Miam  is,  poor  Murphy  was  fo  mangled 
by  the  women  and  children,  who  have 
the  privilege  of  torturing  all  prifoners  iu 
their  pafiage,  that,  by  the  time  they  arriv- 
ed at  the  place  of  the  fachem1  s  relidcncc, 
he  was  rendered  altogether  unfit  for  the 
purpofes  of  marriage:  it  was  determined, 
therefore,  in  the  affembly  of  the  warriors* 
that  Enfign  Murphy  mould  be  brought 
to  the  (lake,  and  that  the  lady  fhould  be 
given  to  Lieutenant  Llfmahasro,  who  ha J 
likewife  received  his  lhare  of  torrncnts, 
though  they  had  not  produced  emafcnia- 
tion.  A  joint  of  one  linger  had  been  cut, 
or  rather  f  awed  off  with  a  nifty  knife;  one 
of  his  great  toes  was  crufhed  into  a  math 
betwixt  two  ftones;  fome  of  his  teeth  were 
drawn,  or  dug  out  with  a  crooked  nail ; 
fplintered  reeds  had  been  ihruit,  up  his 
noilrils,  and  other  tender  parts ;  and  the 

calves. 
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calves  of  his  legs  had  been  blown  up  with 
mines  of  gunpowder  dug  in  the  fleih  with 
the  (harp  point  of  the  tomahawk. 

The  Indians  themfelves  allowed  that 
JMurphy  died  with  great  heroilm,  ringing, 
as  his  death  long,  the  drimaiendcot\n  con- 
cert with  Mr.  Lifmahago,  who  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  fo!emnit)r.  Arter  the  warriors 
and  matrons  had  made  a  hearty  meal 
upon  the  mufcular  flcih  which  they  pared 
from  the  victim,  and  had  applied  a  great 
variety  of  tortures,  which  he  bore  with- 
out iiinching,  an  old  lady,  with  a  (harp 
knife,  (cooped  out  one  of  his  tyes,  and 
put  a  burning  coai  in  the  focket.  The  pain 
of  this  operation  was  fo  exquifite,  that 
he  could  not  help  bellowing,  upon  which 
the  audience  railed  a  fhout  of  exultation, 
and  one  of  the  warriors  rrealing  behind 
him,  gave  him  the  coup  de  grace  with  a 
hatchet. 

Lifmahago's  bride,  the  Squaw  Squin- 
kinaccofta,  diftinguifhed  herielf  on  this 
occafion .  She  (hewed  a  great  fuperiority 
of  genius  in  the  tortures  which  fhe  con- 
trived and  executed  with  her  own  hands. 
She  vied  with  the  ftouteft  warrior  in  eat- 
ing the  flefh  of  the  facriricej  and  after  all 
the  other  females  were  fuddled  widi  dram  - 
drinking,  (he  was  not  fo  intoxicated  but 
that  (he  was  able  to  play  the  game  oi"  the 
platter  with  the  conjuring  fachcm,  and 
afterwards  go  through  the  ceremony  of 
her  own  wedding,  which  was  confirm - 
mated  that  fame  evening.  The  captain 
had  lived  very  happily  with  this  accom- 
plimed  fquawfor  two  years,  during  which 
ihe  bore  him  a  Ion,  who  is  now  the  re- 
prefentative  of  his  mother's  tribe;  hut,  at 
length,  to  his  unipeakable  grief,  the  died 
of  a  fever,  occafioned  by  eating  too  much 
raw  bear,  which  they  had  kilied  in  a 
hunting  excurfion. 

By  this  time,  Mr.Lifmahago  wr.s  clcft- 
cd  iachem,  acknowledged  fii'lt  warrior  of 
the  Badger  tribe,  and  dignified  with  the. 
name  or  epithet  of  Occacanallaogarora, 
which  (ignifies  nimble  as  a  tveafel;  but 
all  thefe  advantages  and  honours  he  was 
obliged  to  refign,  in  confequence  of  being 
exchanged  for  the  orator  of  the  commu- 
nity, who  had  been  taken  prifoner  by  the 
Indians  that  were  in  alliance  with  the 
Engliih.  At  the  peace,  he  had  fold  out 
upon  half-pay,  and  was  returned  to  Bri- 
tain, with  a  view  to  pafs  the  reft  of  his 
life  in  his  own  country,  where  he  hoped 
to  find  fome  retreat  where  his  llendjr 
finances  would  afford  him  a  decent  lur>- 
fiftence.  Such  are  tht  outlines  of  Mr. 


Lifmahago's  hiftory,  to  which  Tabithi 
did firioufy  incline  her  ear;  indeed,  (lie 
feemed  to  be  taken  with  the  fame  charms 
that  captivated  the  heart  of  Defdcmona, 
who  loved  the  Moor  for  the  dangers  he 
bad  pa  ft. 

TiT;  defcription  of  poor  Murphy's  fuf- 
f  erings,  which  threw  my  filter  Lidciy  into 
a  fv/oon,  extracted  fome  liglis  from  the 
breait  of  Mrs.  Tabby:  when/lie  under- 
itood  he  had  been  rendered  unfit  for  mar- 
riage, fne  began  to  (pit,  and  ejaculated—- 
'  Jefus,  what  cruel  barbarians  !'  and  (he 
made  wry  faces  at  the  lady's  nuptial  re- 
paft;  but  (he  was  eagerly  curious  to  know 
the  particulars  of  her  marriage-dreis ; 
whether  (lie  wore  high-breafted  (rays  or 
boddice,  a  robe  of  fdk  or  velvet,  and  laces 
of  Mechlin  or  Minionette:  (lie  fuppofed, 
as  they  were  conceited  with  the  French, 
(he  ufed  rouge,  and  had  her  hair  drefled 
in  the  Parifian  fafliion.  The  captain 
would  have  declined  giving  a  categorical 
explanation  of  all  thcfe  particulars,  ob- 
fcrving,  in  general,  that  the  Indians  were 
too  tenacious  of  their  own  cuftoms  to 
adopt  the  modes  of  any  nation  whatibever :  • 
he  faid,  moreover,  that  neither  the  iimpii- 
city  of  their  manners,  nor  the  commerce 
of  their  country,  would  admit  of  thofe 
articles  of  luxury  which  were  deemed 
magnificence  in  Europe ;  and  that  they 
were  too  virtuous  and  fenlible  to  encou- 
rage til  e  introduction  of  any  fafliion  which 
might  help  to  render  them  corrupt  and 
effeminate. 

Thefe  obfervations  ferved  only  to  en- 
flame  her  defire  of  knowing  the  particu- 
lars about  which  (he  had  enquired;  and, 
with  all  his  evafion,  he  could  not  help 
di (covering  the  following  circumftar.ces: 
that  his  pnncefs  had  neither  (hoes,  dock- 
ings, fhift,  nor  any  kind  of  linen ;  that 
her  bridal  drefs  confifted  of  a  petticoat  of 
red  bays,  and  a  fringed  blanket,  fattened 
•about  her  moulders  with  a  copper  fkewer; 
but  of  ornaments  (lie  had  great  plenty. 
Her  hair  was  curioufly  plaited,  and  inter- 
woven with  bobbins  of  human  bone;  one 
eye-lid  was  painted  green,  and  the  other 
yellow;  the  cheeks  were  blue,  the  lipswhite, 
the  teeth  red,  and  there  was  a  black  lift 
drawn  down  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  as 
farasthetipof  the  note;  acoupleofgaudf 
parrot's  feathers  were  (tuck  through  the 
divifionof  the  noltrils;  there  was  a  blue 
(hme  fet  in  the  chin;  her  ear-rings  con- 
(irted  of  two  pieces  of  hickeiy,  of  the  fize 
;.K  l  ilnpe  of  drum-flicks ;  her  arms  and 
•  v  re  adorned  with  bracelets  of  wam- 
pum 5 
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pum;  her  breaft  glittered  with  numerous 
(crimes  of  glafs  beads ;  (lie  wore  a  curious 
pottch,  or  pocket,  of  woven  grafs  ele- 
gantly painted  with  various  colours  ;  about 
h^r  neck  was  hung  the  frefh  fcalp  of  a 
Mohawk  warrior,  whom  her  dccealed 
lover  had  lately  (bin  in  battle;  and,  finally, 
Ihe  was  anointed  from  head  to  foot  with 
bear's  greale,  which  lent  forth  a  moft 
agreeable  odour. 

One  would  imagine  that  thtl'e  para- 
pharnalia  would  not  have  been  much  ad- 
mired by  a  modern  fine  lady;  but  Mrs. 
Tabitha  was  refolved  to  approve  of  all 
the  captain's  connexions.  She  vvimed,  in- 
deed, the  iquawhad  been  better  provided 
with  linen;  but  me  owned  there  was  much 
t:ifte  and  fancy  in  her  ornaments;  (he 
made  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  Madam 
Squinkinacooftawasayoungladyofgood 
lenfe  and  rare  accomplishments,  and  a 
good  Chriftian  at  bottom.  Then  (he 
a(ked  whether  his  confort  had  been  high- 
church  or  low-church,  preibyterian  or 
anabaptift,  or  had  been  favoured  with  any 
glimmering  of  the  new  light  of  the  gol- 
pel.  When  he  confefled  that  (he  and  her 
whole  nation  were  utter  ftrangers  to  the 
Chriftian  faith,  (lie  gazed  at  him  with 
figns  of  aftonifhment;  and  Humphry 
Clinker,  who  chanced  to  be  in  the  room, 
uttered  a  hollow  groan. 

After  Come  pauie — '  In  the  name  of 

*  God,  Captain  Liihiahago,'  cried  (lie, 
4  what  religion  do  they  profefs  ?' — >'  As 

*  to  religion,  Madam ,'  anlwered  the  lieu- 
tenant, '  it  is  among  thoie  Indians  a  mat- 
'  ter  of  great  (implicity.     They  never 
'  heard  of  any  Alliance  bet~juetn  Church 
'  and  State,     They,  in  general,  worship 
'  two   contending  principles ;    one   the 
'  Fountain  of  all  Good,  the  other  the 

*  Iburce  of  evil.    The  common  people 
'  there,  as  in  other  countries,  run  into  the 
'  absurdities  of  i'uperftition  $  but  fenfible 

*  men  pay  adoration  to  a  Supreme  Being, 

*  who  created  and  fuftains  the  univerle.' 
— '  O!  what  pity!1  exclaimed  the  pious 
Tabby,  '  that  fome  holy  man  has  not 
'  been  infpired  to  go  and  convert  thefe 

*  poor  heathens I' 

The  lieutenant  told  her,  that  -while  he 
refided  among  them,  two  French  miflio- 
naries  arrived,  in  order  to  convert  them 
to  the  Catholick  religion;  but  when  they 
talked  of  my  fteries  and  revelations,  which 
they  could  neither  explain  nor  authenti- 
cate, and  called  in  the  evidence  of  mira- 
cles which  they  believed  upon  hearfay; 
when  they  taught,  that  the  Supreme  Cre- 


ator of  Heaven  and  Earth  had  allowed  his 
only  Son,  his  own  equal  in  power  and 
glory,  to  enter  the  bowels  of  a  woman, 
to  be  born  as  a  human  Creature,  to  be  in- 
fultecl,  flagellated,  and  even  executed  as 
a  malefactor;    when  they  pretended  to 
Create  God  himfelf,  to  fwallow,  digefir, 
revive,  and  multiply  him  ad  infinitum,  by 
the  help  of  b little  flour  and  water,  the  In- 
dians w^re  (hocked  at  the  impiety  of  their 
prefumptioa.     They  were  examined  bv 
the  alTunbly  of  the  fachcms,  who  defire i 
them  to  prove  the  divinity  cf  their  million 
by  Ibme  miracle.    They  ani werea  that  it 
was  not  in  their  power.     '  If  you  really 
were  Cent  by  Heaven  for  our  conver- 
iion,'  (aid  one  of  the  (achems,  '  you 
would  certainly  have  Come  fupernaturai 
endowments,  at  leaft  you  would  have 
the  gift  of  tongues,  in  order  to  explain 
your  doctrine  to  the  different  nation* 
among  which  you  are  employed ;  but 
you  are  fo  ignorant  of  our  language». 
that  you  cannot  exprefs  yourfelves  even 
on  the  moft  trifling  iubjecls.' 
In  a  word,  the  alterably  were  convince  J 
of  their  being  cheats,  and  even  lufpefted 
them  of  being  fpies  :   they  ordered  them 
a  bag  of  Indian  corn  a  piece,  and  ap- 
poinfed  a  guide  to  conduct  them  to  the 
frontiers;   but   the  miflloflariej  having 
more  zeal  than  difcretion,  refined  to  quit 
the  vineyard.     They  perfifted  in  faying 
mafs,  in  preaching,  baptizing,  and  fquab- 
bling  with  the  conjurers,  or  priefts  of  the 
country,  till  they  had  thrown  the  whole 
community  into  confu^on.  Then  the  af- 
fembly  proceeded  to  try 'them  as  impious 
impofturesjwho  repreiented  the  Almighty 
as  a  trifling,  weak,  capricious  being,  and 
pretended  to  make,  unmake,  and  repro- 
duce himfelf  at  pleafure:  they  were,  there- 
fore, convicted  of  blafphemy  and  iedi>- 
tion,  and  condemned  to  the  ftake,  where 
they  died  iinging  Salve  regi/ia,  in  a  rap- 
ture of  joy,  for  the  crown  of  martyrdom 
which  they  had  thus  obtained. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  converfation, 
Lieutenant  Lifmahago  dropped  form? 
hints  by  which  it  appeared  he  himftlf 
was  a  free-thinker.  Our  aunt  feemed  to 
be  ftartled  at  certain  farcafms  he  threw 
out  againft  the  Creed  of  St.  Athanaiius. 
He  dwelt  much  upon  the  words  reafnn, 
philofophy,  and  contradiction  in  terms : 
he  bid  defiance  to  the  eternity  of  hell- 
fire  ;  and  even  threw  (uch  1'quibs  at  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  as  finged  a  little 
the  whifkers  of  Mrs.  TabithVs  faith; 
for  by  this  time,  (lie  began  to  look  upon 
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Lifmahago  as  a  prodigy  of  learning  and 
fagacity.  In  ihorf,  he  could  be  no  longer 
infenfible  to  the  advances  me  made  to- 
wards his  afffftioji ;  and  although  there 
was  fomelhing  repuUive  in  his  nature,  he 
overcame  it  fo  far  as  to  make  Come  ic- 
turn  to  her  civilities.  Perhaps,  he  thought 
it  wonlrl  he  no  bad  fcheme,  in  a  fuper- 
annuated  lieutenant  on  half-pay,  to  effect 
a  conjunction  with  an  old  maid,  who,  in 
all  probability,  had  fortune  enough  to 
keep  him  eai'y  and  comfortable  in  the 
fag-end  of  his  days.  An  ogling  corre- 
fpondence  forthwith  commenced  between 
this  amiable  pair  of  originals.  He  be- 
gan to  fweeten  the  natural  acidity  of  his 
aifcourfe  with  the  treacle  of  compliment 
and  commendation.  He  from  time  to 
time  offered  her  muff,  of  which  he  him- 
felf  took  great  quantities,  and  even  made 
her  aprefentof  apurfeoffilk-grafs,woven 
by  the  hands  of  the  amiable  Squinkina- 
coofta,  who  had  ufed  it  as  a  mot-pouch 
in  her  hunting-expeditions. 

From  Doncafter  northwards,  all  the 
windows  of  all  the  inns  are  fcrawted  with 
doggrel  rhimes,  in  atrufe  of  the  Scotch 
nation ;    and  what  furprized  me  very 
much,  I  did  not  perceive  one  line  written 
in  the  way  of  recrimination.  Curious  to 
hear  what  Lii'mahago  would  fay  on  this 
fubjeft,  I  pointed  out  to  him  a  very  fcur- 
rilous  epigram  againft  his  countrymen, 
which  was  engraved  on  one  of  the  win- 
dows of  the  parloui'  where  we  fat.     He 
read  it  with  the  moft  ftarched  compofure ; 
and  when  I  afked  his  opinion  of  the  poe- 
try— '  It  is  vara  terle  and  vara  poignant,' 
faid  he ;  '  but  with  the  help  of  a  wat 
dim-clour,  it  might  be  rendered  more 
clear  and  parfpicuous.  I  marvel  much 
thatfome  modern  wit  has  not  publi/h- 
ed  a  collection  of  thefe  elTays  under 
the  title  of — The  Glaziers  'Triumph 
over  Sawney  the  Scot'.  I  am  perfuaded 
it  would  he  a  vara  agreeable  offering 
to  the  patriots  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter.'    When  I  exprefled  fome  fur- 
prize  that  the  natives  of  Scotland,  who 
travel  this  way,  had  not  broke  all  the 
windows  upon  the  road— •'  With  fub- 
mifllon,'  replied  the  lieutenant,  '  that 
were  but  (hallow  policy  ;  it  would  only 
ferve  to  make  the  fatirc  more  cutting 
andfevere;  and,  I  think,  it  is  much 
better  to  let  it  ftand  in  the  window, 
than  have  it  prefented  in  the  reckon- 
ing.' 

My 'uncle's  jaws  began  to  quiver  wi'.h 
indignation.     He  faid,  the  fcribbkrs  of 


fuch  infamous  fluff  deferved  to  be  fcoursr- 

ed  at  the  cart's -tail  for  diigracing  their 

country  with  fuch  monuments  of  malice 

and  ftupidity.   '  Thefe  vermin,'  l:iid  he, 

do  notconfider  that  they  are  affording 

their  fellow-i'ubjeftsj.whem  they  abule, 

continual  matter  of  felf-gratulation, 

as  well  as  the  means  of  executing  the 

moft  manly  vengeance   that   can   be 

taken  for  fuch  low,   illiberal  attacks. 

For  my  part,  I  admire  the  philofophick 

forbearajice  of  the  Scots,  as  much  as  I 

defpiie  the  infolence  of  thofe  wretched 

libellers,  which  is  akin  to  the  arrogance 

of  the  village  cock,  who  never  crows 

but  upon   his  own  dunghill.1     The 

captain,  with  an  affectation  of  candour, 

obierved,    that  men  of  illiberal  mind* 

were  produced  in  every  foil;   that,  in, 

fuppofmg  thole  were  the  fentiments  of 

the  Engliih  in  general,  he  fhoulcl  pay  too 

great  a  ccmpliment  to  his  own  country, 

which  was  not  of  confeqtience  enough 

to  attract  the  envy  of  fuch  a  flourishing 

and  powerful  people. 

Mrs.  Tabby  broke  forth  again   ia 
praife  of  his  moderation,  and  declared 
that  Scotland  was  the  foil  which  pro- 
duced every  virtue  under  heaven.  When 
Lifmahago  took  his  leave  for  the  night, 
me  aiked  her  brother  if  the  captain  was 
not  the  prcttieft  gentleman  he  had  tvcr 
feen ;  and  whether  there  was  not  fome- 
thing  wonderfully  engaging  in  his  af- 
peft  ?    Mr.  Bramble  having  eyed   her 
fome  time  in  lilence — '  Sifter,'  faid  he, 
the  lieutenant  is,  for  aught  I  know,  an 
honeft  man,  and  a  good  officer;  he 
has  a  conlidera'ole  fhare  of  underiiand- 
ing,  and  a  title  to  more  encouragement 
than  he  feems  to  have  met  with  in 
life :  but  I  cannot,  with  a  fafe  con- 
fcience,  affirm  that  he  is  the  prettieft 
gentleman  I  ever  faw ;  neither  can  I 
difcern   any  engaging  charm  in   his 
.countenance,  which,  I  vow  to  G«d,  is, 
on  the  contrary,  very  hard  -  favoured" 
and  forbidding.* 

I  have  endeavoured  to  ingratiate  my- 
felf  with  this  North  Briton,  who  is  really 
a  curiofity ;  but  he  has  been  very  my  of 
my  converfation  ever  fince  I  laughed  at 
hi*  averting  that  the  Eirglifh  tongue  wag 
fpoke  with  more  propriety  at  Edinburgh 
than  at  London.  Looking  at  me  with  a 
double  fqueeze  of  fouring  in  bis  afi«£V— 

*  If  the  old  definition  he  true,'  faid  he, 
'  that  rifibility  is  the  diftmguHKing  cha- 

*  rafteriftick  of  a  rational  creature,  the 
'  Englilh  are  the  moft  diftinguiflied  for 

'  rationality 
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•*  rationality  of  any  people  I  ever  knew.' 
I  owned,  that  the  Englifh  were  eafily 
ftruck  with  any  thing  that  appeared  lu- 
dicrous, and  apt  to  laugh  accordingly : 
but  if  did  not  follow,  that,  becaufe  they 
were  more  given  to  laughter,  they  had 
more  rationality  than  their  neighbours. 
I  laid,  fuch  an  inference  would  be  an 
iriury  to  the  Scots,  who  were  by  no  means 
defective  in  rationality,  though  generally 
fuppofed  little  fubject  to  the  impreffions 
of  humour. 

The  captain  anfwered,  that  this  lup- 
pofition  muft  have  been  deduced  either 
from  their  conversation  or  their  compofi- 
tions,  of  which  the  Englifh  could  not 
poffibly  judge  with  precifion,  as  they  did 
not  underftand  the  dialect  ufed  by  the 
Scots  in  common  difcourfe,  as  well  as 
iu  their  works  of  humour.  When  I  de- 
fired  to  know  what  thofe  works  of  hu- 
mour were,  he  mentioned  a  confiderable 
number  of  pieces,  which  he  infilled  were 
equal  in  point  of  humour  to  any  thing 
extant  in  any  language,  dead  ,or  living. 
He,  in  particular,  recommended  a  col- 
lection of  detached  poems,  in  two  fmall 
volumes,  entitled,  The  Emer  green,  and 
the  works  of  Allan  Ramfay,  which  I  in- 
tend to  provide  myfelf  with  at  Edin- 
bu.'gh.  He  obferved,  that  a  North  Bri- 
ton is  feen  to  a  difadvantage  in  an  Eng- 
lifh company,  becaufe  he  fpeaks  in  a 
dialect  that  they  cannot  relilh,  and  in  a 
phraleology  which  they  do  not  under- 
hand :  he  therefore  finds  himfelf  under 
a  reftraint,  which  is  a  great  enemy  to  wit 
and  humour.  Thefe  are  facilities  which 
never  appear  in  full  luftre,  but  when  the 
mind  is  perfectly  at  eafe,  and,  as  an  ex- 
cellent writer  lays,  enjoys  her  elbow- 
room. 

He  proceeded  to  explain  his  affertion 
that  die  Englifh  language  was  fpoken 
with  greater  propriety  at  Edinburgh  than 
in  London.  He  {aid  what  we  generally 
called  the  Scottifh  dialect,  was,  in  fact, 
true  genuine  old  Englifh,  with  a  mixture 
of  fome  French  terms  and  idioms,  adopt- 
ed m  a  long  intercourfe  betwixt  the 
French  and  Scotch  nations;  that  the 
modern  Englifh,  from  affectation  and 
falfe  refinement,  had  weakened,  and  even 
corrupted,  their  language,  by  throwing 
out  the  guttural  founds,  altering  the  pro- 
nunciation and  the  quantity,  and  dif- 
ufmg  many  words  and  terms  of  great 
fignjficance.  In  confcqiience  of  theie  in- 
pavations,  the  works  of  our  belt  poets, 


fuch  as  Chaucer,  Spencer,  and  even 
Shakdpeare,  were  become,  in  many  parts, 
unintelligible  to  the  natives  of  South 
Britain  ;  whereas  the  Scots,  who  retain 
the  ancient  language,  underftand  them 
without  the  help  of  a  glofTary.  '  For 

*  in  italics,'   faid  he,   '  how  have  your 

*  commentators   been-  puzzled    by   the 
'  following  expreffion  in  the  Tempeft— 
'  HSs  geutle,  and  not  fearful ;  as  if  it 
'  was  a  paralogifm  to  fay,  that  being 
'  gentle,  hemultofcourfe-befoar^eoKj. 
'  But  the  truth  is,  one  of  the  original 
'  meanings,  if  not  the  fole  meaning,  of 
'  that  word  was,    aohle,  high-minded^ 
'  and,  to  this  day,  a  Scotch  woman,  in 

*  the  fituation  of  the  young  lady  in  the 
1  Tempeft,  would  exprefs  herfelf  nearly 

*  in  the  fame  terms.   "  Don't  provoke 
"  him  ;  for,  being  gentle,  that  is,  higb- 
"  fpirited,  he  won't  tamely  bear  an  in- 
"  i'ult."  Spencer,  in  the  very  firtt  ftanza 

*  of  his  Fairy  Queen,  fays— * 

"  A  gentle  knight  wat  pricking  on  the  plain  j1* 

'  which  knight,  far  from  being  tame  £md 

*  fearful,  was  fo  ftout,  that— 

"  Nothing  did  he  dread,  butever  was  ydrad.'* 

To  prove  that  we  had  impaired  the 
energy  of  our  language  by  falfe  refine- 
ment, he  mentioned  the  following  words ( 
which,  though  widely  different  in  fignifi - 
cation,  are  pronounced  exactly  in  the 
fame  manner— iuright,ivrite ,rigbt,  rite  j 
but,  among  the  Scots,  rhefe  words  are  :.s 
different  in  pronunciation  as  they  are  in 
meaning  and  orthography :  and  this  is 
the  cafe  with  many  others  which  he  men- 
tioned by  way  of  iilultration.  He,  more- 
over, took  notice,  that  we  had  (for  what 
reafon  he  could  never  learn)  altered  the 
found  of  our  vowels  from  that  which  is 
retained  by  all  the  nations  in  Europe :  an 
alteration  which  rendered  the  language 
extremely  difficult  to  foreigners,  and 
made  it  aimoft  impracticable  to  lay  down 
general  rules  for  orthography  and  pro- 
nunciation. Belides,  the  vowels  were  no 
longer  limple  founds  in  the  mouth  of  an 
Englifhman,  who  pronounced  both  2  and 
«  as  diphthongs.  Finally,  he  affirmed, 
that  we  mumbled  our  fpeech  with  our 
lips  and  teeth,  and  ran  the  words  toge- 
ther without  paufe  or  diitinction,  in  iiich 
a  manner,  'that  a  foreigner,  though  he 
uuderitood  Englifh  tolerably  well,  wa* 
P  *  ofun 
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often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  Scotch- 
man to  explain  whnt  a  native  of  England 
had  laid  in  his  own  language. 

The  truth  of  this  remark  was  con- 
firmed by  Mr.  Bramble  from  his  own 
experience ;  but  he  accounted  for  it  on 
another  principle.  He  laid,  the  fame  ob- 
fervation  would  hold  in  all  languages ; 
that  a  Swifs  talking  French  was  more 
eafily  understood  than  a  Pariiian,  by  a 
foreigner  who  had  not  made  himiclf  ma- 
fter  of  the  language ;  becnufe  every  lan- 
guage had  it's  peculiar  recitative,  and  it 
would  always  require  more  pains,  atten- 
tion, and  practice,  to  acquire  both  the 
words  and  the  mufick,  than  to  learn  the 
words  only  $  and  yet  nobody  would  deny 
that  the  one  was  imperfect  without  the 
other :  he  therefore  apprehended,  that 
the  Scotchman  and  the  Swifs  were  better 
underftood  by  learners,  becaufe  they 
fpoke  the  words  only,  without  the  mu- 
fick, which  they  could  not  rehearfe.  One 
would  imagine  this  check  might  have 
damped  the  North  Briton ;  but  it  ferved 
only  to  agitate  his  humour  for  difputa- 
tion.  He  faid,  if  every  nation  had  it's 
o\vn  recitative  or  mulick,  the  Scots  had 
theirs ;  and  the  Scotchman  who  had  not 
yet  acquired  the  cadence  of  the  Englifh, 
would  naturally  ufe  his  own  in  fpeaking 
their  language :  therefore,  if  he  was  bet- 
ter underftood  than  the  native,  his  re- 
citative muft  be  more  intelligible  than  that 
of  the  Er.gljfh ;  of  confequence,  the  dia- 
left  of  the  Scots  had  an  advantage  over 
that  of  their  fellow- fub;ecls;  and  this  was 
another  ftrong  prefumption  that  the  mo- 
dern Eiu~liih  had  corrupted  their  language 
in  the  article  of  pronunciation. 

The  lieutenant  was,  by  this  time,  be- 
come fo  polemical,  that,  every  time  he 
opened  his  mouth,  out  flew  a  paradox, 
which  he  maintained  with  all  the  enthu- 
fiaiin  ot"  altercation ;  but  dlhis  paradoxes 
favoured  ftrong  of  a  partiality  for  his  own 
country.  He  undertook  to  prove  that  po- 
verty was  a  blefiing  to  a  nation ;  that 
oatmeal  was  preferable  to  •wheat  flour ; 
and  that  the  worfhip  of  Cloacina,  in 
temples  which  admitted  both  fexes,  and 
evtiy  rank  of  votaries  promifcuoudy, 
was  a  filthy  fpecies  of  idolatry  that  out- 
raged every  idea  of  delicacy  and  de- 
corum. I  did  not  fo  much  wonder  at 
his  broaching  thefe  doctrines,  as  at  the 
arguments,  equally  whimfical  and  in- 
genious, which  he  adduced  in  fupport  of 


In  fine,  Lieutenant  Lifmahago  13  a 
curiofity  which  I  have  not  yet  fufliciemly 
perufed  ;  and  therefore  I  /hall  be  lunv 
when  we  lofe  his  company,  though,  Gcd 
knows,  there  is  nothing  very  amiable  in 
his  manner  or  difpofition.  As  he  goes 
dircftly  to  the  Ibuth-  welt  division  of 
Scotland,  and  \ve  proceed  in  the  read  to 
Berwick,  we  fliall  part  to-morrow  r.t  a 
place  called  Felton-Bridge;  and,  I  dare 
fay,  this  leparation  will  be  very  grievous 
to  our  aunt,  Mrs.  Tabitha,  uniels  (he  has 
received  fome  flattering  allurance  of  his 
meeting  her  again.  If  I  fail  in  my  pur- 
pofe  of  entertaining  you  with  thefe  un- 
important occurrences,  they  will  at  leaft 
ferve  as  exercifes  of  patience,  for  which 
you  are  indebted  to  yours  always, 


MORPETH,  Juty  13. 


J.  MELFOS.D. 


TO  UR.  LEWIS. 

DEAR    DOCTOR, 

I  Have  now  reached  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  England,  and  fee,  dole  to 
my  chamber-window,  the  Tweed  gliding 
through  the  arches  of  that  bridge  which 
connects  this  fuburb  to  the  town  of  Ber- 
wick. Yorkshire  you  have  feen,  and 
therefore  I  (hall  lay  nothing  of  that  opu- 
lent province.  The  city  of  Durham  ap- 
pears like  a  confufed  heap  of  rlones  ;•!.<! 
brick,  accumulated  fo  as  to  cover  a  moun- 
tain, round  which  a  river  winds  it's 
brawling  courfe.  The  ftreets  are  gene- 
rally narrow,  dark,  and  unpleafant,  and 
many  of  them  almoft  impaffable  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  declivity.  The  cathedral 
is  a  huge  gloomy  pile;  but  the  clergy 
are  well  lodged.  The  bi/hop  lives  in  a 
princely  manner;  the  golden  prebends 
keep  plentiful  tables ;  and,  I  am  told, 
there  is  fome  good  fociable  company  in 
the  place :  but  the  country,  when  viewed 
from  the  top  of  Gate/head  Fell,  which 
extends  to  Newcnftle,  exhibits  the  higheft 
fcene  of  cultivation  that  ever  I  beheld. 
As  for  Newcaftle,  it  lies  moftly  in  a  bot- 
tom, on  the  banks  of  the  Tyne,  and 
makes  an  appearance  ftill  more  difagree- 
able  than  that  of  Durham  :  but  it  is  ren- 
dered populous  and  rich  by  induftry  and 
commerce;  and  the  country  lying  on 
both  fides  the  river,  above  the  town, 
yields  a  delightful  profpecl  of  agricul- 
ture and  plantation.  Morpeth  and  Aln- 

wick 
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wick  are  neat,  pretty  towns ;  and  this 
lall  is  famous  for  the  caftle  which  has 
belonged  fo  many  ages  to  the  noble  houle 
of  Piercy,  Earls  of  Northumberland.  It 
is,  doubtiefs,  a  large  edifice,  containing 
a  great  munber  of  apartments,  and  ftands 
in  a  commanding  Situation;  but  the 
ltren°th  of  it  feems  to  have  confifted  not 
fo  much  in  if  s  fite,  or  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  fortified,  as  in  the  valour  of 
it's  defendants. 

Our  -adventures  fince  we  left  Scarbo- 
rough are  i'carce  worth  reciting;  and  yet 
I  muft  make  you  acquainted  with  my 
lifter  Tabby's  progrefs  in  huSband-hunt- 
ing,  after  her  disappointments  at  Bath 
and  London.  She  had  actually  begun  to 
praftife  upon  a  certain  adventurer,  who 
was,  in  fact,  a  highwayman  by  profef- 
fion;    but  he  had  been  ufed  to  ihares 
much  more  dangerous  than  any  me  could 
lay,  and  efcaped  accordingly.  Then  me 
opened  her  batteries  upon  an  old  weather- 
beaten  Scotch  lieutenant,  called  Lifma- 
hago,  who  joined  us  at  Durham,  and  is, 
I  think,  one  of  the  moft  angular  perfon- 
ages  I  ever  encountered.  His  manner  is 
as  harm  as  his  countenance ;  but  his  pe- 
culiar turn  of  thinking,  and  his  pack  of 
knowledge  made  up  of  the  remnants  of 
rarities,   rendered  his  converfation  de- 
iirable,  in  fpite  of  his  pedantry  and  un- 
gracious addref's.    I  have  often  met  with 
a  crab  -  apple  in  a  hedge,  which  I  have 
been  tempted  to  eat  for  it's  flavour,  even 
while  1  was  dii'gufted  by  it's  auflerity. 
The  fpirit  of  contradiction  is  naturally 
fo  -ftrong  in  Lifmahago,  that  I  believe  in 
jny  confcience  he  has  rummaged,  and 
read,  and  Studied,  with  indefatigable  at- 
tention, in  order  to  qualify  himfelf  to  re- 
fute eftablifhed  maxims,  and  thus  raife 
trophies  for  the  gratification  of  polemi- 
cal pride.     Such  is  the  afperity  of  his 
felf- conceit,  that  he  will  not  even  ac- 
quiefce  in  a  traniient  compliment  made 
to  his  own  individual  in  particular,  or 
to  his  country  in  general. 

When  I  obferved  that  he  muft  have 
read  a  vaft  number  of  books  to  be  able 
to  difcourSe  on  inch  a  variety  of  iubiefts, 
he  declared  he  had  read  little  or  nothing, 
and  afked  how  he  mould  find  books 
among  the  woods  of  America,  where  he 
had  i'pent  the  greateft  part  of  his  life. 
My  nephew  remarking  that  the  Scots  in 
general  were  famous  for  their  learning, 
he  denied  the  imputation,  and  defied  him 
to  prove  it  from  their  works.  *  The 
'  Scots,'  laid  he,  '  have  a  flight  tinc- 


ture of  letters,  with  which  they  make 
a  parade  among  people  who  are  more 
illiterate  than  tnem  Selves ;  but  they 
may  be  faid  to  float  on  the  furfacs  of 
fcience,  and  they  have  made  very  linali 
advances  in  the  ufeful  arts.'  — "  At 
leauV  cried  Tabby,  '  ail  the  world  al- 
lows that  the  Scots  behaved  gioricuHy 
in  fighting  and  conquering  the  lavagts 
of  America.' — '  I  can  allure  you,  Ma- 
dam, you  have  been  misinformed,'  re- 
>Iied  the  lieutenant;  '  in  that  continent 
the  Scots  did  nothing  more  than  their 
duty  ;  nor  was  there  one  corps  in, his 
majefty's  fervice  that  distinguished  it- 
felf  more  than  another.  Thofe  who 
affefted  to  extol  the  Scots  for  fuperior 
merit,  were  no  friends  to  that  na- 
tion.' 

Though  he  himfelf  made  free  with  his 
countrymen,  he  would  not  fuffer  any 
other  perfon  to  glance  a  iarcafm  at  them 
with  impunity.  One  of  the  company 
chancing  to  mention  Lord  B— — 's  in- 
glorious peace,  the  lieutenant  immedi- 
ately took  up  the  cudgels  in  his  lord- 
Ship's  favour,  and  argued  very  ftrenu- 
ouily  to  prove  that  it  was  the  moft  ho- 
nourable and  advantageous  peace  that 
England  had  ever  made  iince  the  founda- 
tion of  the  monarchy.  Nay,  between 
friends,  he  offered  fuch  reafons  on  this 
fubjeft,  that  I  was  really  confounded,  if 
not  convinced.  Us  would  not  allow  that 
the  Scots  abounded  above  their  propor- 
tion in  the  army  and  navy  of  Great 
Britain,  or  that  the  Englifh  had.  any  rea- 
ibn  to  fay  his  countrymen  had  met  with 
extraordinary  encouragement  in  the  fer- 
vice. '  When  a  South  and  North  Briton,* 
faid  he,  '  are  competitors  for  a  place  or 
commiflion,  which  is  in  the  dilpofal  of 
an  Englifli  minister  or  an  English,  ge- 
neral, it  would  be  abiiird  to  luppofe 
that  the  preference  will  not  be  given  to 
the  native  of  England,  who  has  fo 
many  advantages  over  his  rival.  Firft 
and  foremoft,  he  has  in  his  favour  that 
laudable  partiality  which  Mr.  AddiSbn 
fays  never  fails  to  cleave  to  the  heart 
of  an  Englishman;  Secondly,  he  has 
more  powerful  connections,  and  a 
greater  Share  of  parliamentary  intereft, 
by  which  thofe  contefts  are  generally 
decided ;  and,  laftly,  he  has  a  greater 
command  of  money  to  Smooth  the  way 
to  his  fuccefs.  For  my  own  part,'  Said 
ic,  '  I  know  no  Scotch  officer  who  has 
rifen  in  the  army  above  the  rank  of  a 
fubaltern,  without  jmrchafmg  every  de- 
*  grec 
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*  gree  of  preferment  either  with  money 
4  or  recruits :  but  I  know  many  gentle  - 

*  men  of  that  country,  who,  for  want  of 
'  money  and  intereft,  have  grown  grey 

*  in  the  rank  of  lieutenants;  whereas 
'  very  few  inftances  of  this  ill-fortune 
'  are  to  be  found  among  the  natives  of 
'  South  Britain.     Not  that  I  would  in- 
'  finuate  that  my  countrymen  have  the 
'  leaft  reafon  to  complain.     Preferment 

*  in  the  fervice,  like  fuccefs  in  any  other 

*  branch  of  traffick,  will  naturally  favour 
f  thole  who  have  the  greateft  ftock  of 

*  cafh  and  credit,  merit  and  capacity  be- 
'  ing  fuppofed  equal  on  all  fides.' 

But  the  mcft  hardy  of  all  this  origi- 
nal's pofitions  were  thefe  :  That  com- 
merce would,  fconer  or  later,  prove  the 
ruin  of  every  nation,  where  it  flourifhes 
to  any  extent ;  that  the  parliament  was 
the  rotten  part  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  j 
that  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was  a  na- 
tional evil ;  and  that  the  boafted  inftitu- 
tion  of  juries,  as  managed  in  England, 
was  productive  of  fhameful  perjury,  and 
flagrant  injuftice.  He  oblbrved,  that 
traffick  was  an  enemy  to  all  the  liberal 
paffions  of  the  foul,  founded  on  the  thirft 
of  lucre,  a  fordid  difpofition  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  neceffities  of  our  fellow- 
creatures.  He  affirmed  the  nature  of 
commerce  was  fuch,  that  it  could  not  be 
fixed  or  perpetuated ;  but,  having  flowed 
to  a  certain  height,  would  immediate- 
ly begin  to  ebb,  and  fo  continue  till 
the  channels  mould  be  left  almoft  dry : 
but  there  was  no  inftancc  of  the  tide's 
riling  a  fecond  time  to  any  confiderable 
influx  in  the  fame  nation.  Meanwhile, 
the  fudden  affluence  occafioned  by  trade, 
forced  open  all  the  fluices  of  luxury,  and 
overflowed  the  land  with  every  fpecies 
of  profligacy  and  corruption :  a  total 
pravity  of  manners  would  enfue,  and  this 
muft  be  attended  with  bankruptcy  and 
ruin.  He  obferved  'of  the  parliament, 
that  the  practice  of  buying  boroughs, 
and  canvalftng  for  votes,  was  an  avowed 
fyftem  of  venality,  already  eftablilhed  on 
the  ruins  of  principle,  integrity,  faith, 
and  good  order,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  elected  and  the  eleclor,  and,  in  fhoit, 
•the  whole  body  of  the  people,  were 
equr.ily  and  univevfally  contaminated  and 
cormpted.  He  affirmed,  that  of  a  par- 
liament thus  cor.ftituted,  the  crown  would 
always  have  influence  enough  to  fecure 
a  "great  majority  in  it's  dependence,  from 
the  great  number  of  pofts,  places,  and 


penfions,  it  had  to  bellow  ;  that  fucli  * 
parliament  would  (as  it  had  already 
done)  lengthen  the  term  of  it's  fitting 
and  authority,  whenever  the  prince  (houli 
think  it  for  his  intereft  to  continue  the 
repreientatives :  for,  without  doubt,  they 
had  the  lame  right  to  protract  their  au- 
thority ad  irif.niturn,  as  they  had  to  ex- 
tend it  from  three  to  feven  years.  With 
a  parliament,  therefore,  dependent  upon 
the  crown,  xlevoted  to  the  prince,  and. 
fupported  by  a  Handing  army,  garbled 
and  modelled  for  the  purpcfe,  any  king 
of  England  may,  and  probably  ibme  am- 
bitious fovereign  will,  totally  overthrow 
all  the  bulwarks  of  the  conftitution  ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  prince  of 
a  high  .fpirit  will  tamely  fubmit  to  be 
thwarted  in  all  his  meafures,  abufed  and 
infulted  by  a  populace  of  unbridled  fe- 
rocity, when  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
cruih  ail  oppofition  under  his  feet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  legiflature'.  He 
faid,  he  fhould  always  conlider  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  as  a  national  evil,  while  it 
enabled  the  vileft  reptile  to  foil  the  luftre 
of  the  moft  mining  merit,  and  furniihed 
the  moft  infamous  incendiary  with  the 
means  of  difturbing  the  peace  and  dc- 
ftroying  the  good  order  of  the  commu- 
nity*' He  owned,  however,  that,  under 
due  redactions,  it  would  be  a  valuable 
privilege ;  but  affirmed,  that  at  prcfent 
there  was  no  law  in  England  fufficient  to 
reftrain  it  within  proper  bounds. 

With  refpect  to  juries,  he  exprefled 
himfelf  to  this  effect  :  '  Juries  are  gene- 
rally compofed  of  illiterate  plebeians, 
apt  to  be  miftaken,  eafily  milled,  and 
open  to  fmifter  influence ;  for  if  either 
of  the  parties  to  be  tried  can  gain  over 
one  of  the  twelve  jurors,  he  has  ftcured 
the  verdict  in  IMS  favour:  the  jury- 
man thus  brought  over,  willj  in  de- 
fpite  of  all  evidence  and  conviction, 
generally  hold  out  till  his  fellows  are 
fatigued,  and  harraflcd,  and  ftarved 
into  concurrence;  in  which  caie  the 
verdict  is  unjuft,  and  the  jurors  are  all 
perjured.  But  cafes  will  often  occur, 
when  the  jurors  are  really  divided  in 
opinion,  and  each  fide  is  convinced  in 
oppofition  to  the  other;  but  no  verdift 
will  be  received,  unlefs  they  are  unani- 
mous ;  and  they  are  all  bound,  not 
only  in  confcience,  but  by  oath,  to 
judge  and  declare  according  to  their 
conviction.  What,  then,  will  be  the 
confequence  ?  They  muft  either  ftnrve 
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in  company,  or  one  fide  muft  facrifice 
their  confcience  to  their  convenience, 
and  ioin  in  a  verdict  which  they  be- 
lieve to  be  falfe.     This  abfurdity  is 
avoided  in  Sweden,  where  a  bare  ma- 
jority is  diffident ;  and  in  Scotland, 
where  two-thirds  of  the  jury  are  re- 
quired to  concur  in  the  verdict.' 
You  muft  not  imagine  that  all  thefe 
deductions  were  made  on  his  part,  with- 
out contradiction  on  mine.   No!    The 
truth  is,  I  found  myfelf  piqued,  in  point 
of  honour  at  his  pretendingto  befo  much 
wifer  than  his  neighbours.    I  queftioned 
all  his  aflertions.,  itarted  innumerable  ob- 
jeclions,  argued  and  wrangled  with  un- 
common perfeverance,   and   grew  very 
warm,  and  even  violent,  in  the  debate. 
Sometimes  he  was  puzzled,  and  once  or 
twice,  I  think,  fairly  refuted :  but  from 
thofe  falls  he  arofe  again,  like  Antreus, 
with  redoubled  vigour ;  till  at  length  I 
v.'as  tired,  exhaufted,  and  really  did  not 
know  how  to  proceed ;  when  luckily  he 
dropped  a  hint,  by  which  he  difcovered 
he  had  been  bred  to  the  law  ;  a  corfef- 
fion  which  enabled  me  to  retire  from  the 
difpute  with  a  good  grace,  as  it  could 
not  be  luppofed  that  a  man  like  me,  who 
had  been  bred  to  nothing,  mould  be  able 
to  cope  with  a  veteran  in  his  own  pro- 
fefilon.     I  believe,  however,  that  I  (hall 
for  fome  time  continue  to  chew  the  cud 
of  reflection   upon   many  obfervations 
which  this  original  diicharged. 

Whether  our  filter  Tabby  was  really 
ftruck  wkh  his  ccnve.i>.tion,  or  is  re- 
folved  to  throw  at  every  thing  fhe  meets 
in  the  fhape  of  a  man,  till  me  can  fallen 
the  matrimonial  noofe,  certain  it  is,  fhe 
has  taken  defperate  {brides  towards  the 
aifucYion  of  Lil"mahao:o,  who  cannot  be 
faid  to  have  met  her  h-jf-way,  though  he 
does  notftem  altogether  Jnl'enfible  to  her 
civilities.  She  inlinmted  nv-ve  than  once 
how  happy  we  mould  be  to  have  his 
company  through  that  part  of  Scotland 
which  we  propofed  to  vifr  ;  tili  at  length 
he  plainly  toli  us,  that  his  road  was  to- 
tally different  from  that  which  \vs  in- 
tended to  take;  that,  for  his  part,  his 
company  woul  I  be  of  very  little  fervice 
to  us  in.  our  prosjrefs,  38  he  was  utterly 
unacquainted  with  the  country,  which  he 
had  left  in  his  early  youth,  confequently 
he  could  neither  di.tct  us  in  our.  en- . 
quiries,  nor  introduce  us  to  any  family  , 
»f  diftin&ion.  .He  laid,  he  was  Simu- 


lated by  an  irrefiftible  impulfe  to  revifit 
thepaterntu  lar,  or  patriadomus,th£>us;h 
he  expected  little  fatisfaftion,  inal'much 
as  he  underitood  that  his  nephew,  the 
prefent  pofferTor,  was  but  ill  qualified  to 
fuj'port  the  honour  of  .the  family.  He 
allured  us,  however,  as  we  defignedto  re- 
turn by' the  weft -road,  that  he  would 
watch  our  motions,  and  endeavour  to  pay 
his  refpefts  to  us  at  Dumfries.  Accord- 
ingly he  took  his  leave  of  us  at  a  place 
half-way  betwixt  Morpeth  and  Alnwick, 
and  pranced  away  in  great  ftate,  mounted 
on  a  tall,  meagre,  raw-boned,  fhambling 
grey  gelding,  without  e'er  a  tooth  in  his 
head,  the  very  counter-part  of  the  rider; 
and,  indeed,  the  appearance  of  the  two 
was  fo  pictureiqiie,  that  I  would  give 
twenty  guineas  to  have  them  tolerably 
reprelented  on  canvas. 

Northumberland  is  a  fine  county,  ex- 
tending to  the  Tweed,  which  is  a  pleaiaix 
paftoral  ftrcam ;  but  you  will  he  fiirpriz- 
ed  when  I  tell  you  that  the  Engiifli  fide 
of  that  river  is  neither  fo  well  cultivated 
nor  fo  populous  as  the  other.  The  farms 
are  thinly  fcattered,  the  lands  unincloftdj 
and  1'carce  a  gentleman's  feat  is  to  be  feen 
in  iqme  miles  from  the  Tweed ;  whereas 
the  Scots  are  advanced  in  crowds  to  the 
very  brink  of  the  river ;  fo  that  you  may 
reckon  above  thirty  good  houfes,  in  the 
compafs  of  a  few  miles,  belonging  to 
proprietors  whole  pnceftors  had  fortified 
catties  in  the  lame  fituations;  a.circum- 
ftance  that  (hews  whit  dangerous  neigh- 
bours the  Scots .  mult  have  formerly 
been  to  the  northern  counties  of  Eng- 
land. 

Our  domeftick  ceconomy  continues  on 
the  old  footing.  My  filter  Tabby  flill 
adheres  to  methodifm,  and  had  the  bene- 
fit of  a  fennon  at  Wefley's  meeting  in 
Newcaftle ;  but  I  believe  the  paffion  of 
love  has  in  fome  meafure  abateii  the  fer- 
v  jur  of  devotion  both  in  her  and  her  wo- 
man, Mrs.  Jenkins,  -about  whofe  good 
graces  there  has  been  a  -violent  conteft 
bct»vixt  my  nephew's  valet,  Mr.  DuWon, 
and  my  man,  Humphry;  Clinker.  Jmy 
has  been  obliged  U>  mterpofe  his  autho- 
.•rity  to  keep  the  peace ;  and  to  him  I 
h?ve  left  the  d'fcniTion  of  that  important 
affair,  which  had  like  to  h- ve  kindled  the 
.flames  of  dilccrd  in  the  family  of  yours 
always, 
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TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS, BART.  AT 
OXON. 

DEAR   WAT, 

IN  my  two  laft  yon  had  fo  much  of 
Liimahago,  that  I  funpofe  you  are 
glad  he  is  gone  off  the  Itage  for  the  pre- 
ient.  I  mult  now  defcemi  to  domeitick 
occurrences.  Love,  it  leems,  is  refolved 
to  affert  his  dominion  over  all  the  females 
of  our  family.  After  having  praclifed 
tipon  poor  Liddy's  heart,  and  played 
firange  vagaries  with  our  aunt  Mrs.  Ta- 
bitha,  he  began  to  run  riot  in  the  affec- 
tions of  her  woman  Mrs.  Winifred  Jen- 
kins, whcm  I  have  had  occafion  to  men- 
tion more  than  once  in  the  courfe  of  our 
memoirs.  Nature  intended  Jenkins  for 
fomethingvery different  from  the  charac- 
ter of  her  miftrefs ;  yet  cuftom  and  hahit 
have  effected  a  wonderful  refemhlance 
betwixt  them  in  many  particulars.  Win, 
to  be  fure,  is  much  younger,  and  more 
agreeable  in  her  perfon;  fhe  is  likewiie 
tender-hearted  and  benevolent ;  qualities 
for  which  her  miitrefs  is  by  no  means  re- 
markable, no  more  than  me  is  for  being 
of  atimoroxis  difpofitkm,  and  much  fub- 
jecl  to  fits  of  the  mother,  which  are  the 
iufiimities  of  Win's  conftitution  :  but 
then  (he  feems  tohaveadopted  Mrs.  Tab- 
by's manner  with  her  call  cloaths.  She 
drefies  and  endeavours  to  look  like  her 
milixefs,  although  her  own  looks  are 
much  more  engaging.  She  enters  into 
her  fcheme  of  ceconomy,  learns  her 
phnfc-s,  repeats  her  remarks,,  imitates  her 
ftyle  infcoldingtheinfeiiorfervants,  and, 
finally,  fnbfcribes  implicitly  to  her  fyftern 
of  devotion.  This,  indeed,  fhe  found 
the  more  agreeable,  as  it  was  in  a  great 
mcafure  introduced  and  confmned  by  the 
miniitry  of  Clinker,  with  whole  ptrlbnal 
merit  (he  feems  to  have  been  ftruck  ever 
fmce  he  exhibited  the  pattern  of  his  naked 
Ikin  at  Marlborough. 

Neveithelefs,  though  Humphry  had 
this  double  hank  upon  her  inclinations, 
and  exerted  all  his  power  rn  maintain  the 
conquelt  he  had  made,  he  found  it  im- 
poflible  to  guard  it  on  the  fide  of  vanity, 
where  poor  Win  was  as  trail  as  any  fe- 
male in  the  kingdom.  Inihort,  my  raf- 
cal  Dtttton  proteffed  himfelf  her  a;imirer, 
and,  by  dint  of  his  outlandilh  qualifica- 
tions, threw  his  rival  Clinker  out  of  the 
faddle  of  her  heart.  Humphry  may  be 
compared  to  an  Englifh  pudding,  com- 
pof  ed  of  good  wholdbme  flour  and  fuct  -t 


and  Dutton  to  a  fyllabun,  or  ieed  frotti* 
which,  though  agreeable  to  the.talh:,  has 
nothing  folid  or  lubftantiak  The  traitor 
not  only  dazzled  her  with  his  fecond  -hand 
finery,  but  he  fawned,  and  flattered,  and 
cringed  ;  he  taught  her  to  take  rappee, 
and  preiented  her  with  a  fnuff-box  of 
papier  macke\  he  fupplied  her  with  a 
powder  for  her  teeth ;  he  mended  her 
complexion,  and  drefled  her  hair  in  the 
Paris  fafhion;  he  undertook  to  be  her 
French  mailer  and  her  dancing-mailer, 
as  well  as  frifcur,  and  thus  imperceptibly 
wound  himfelf  into  her  good  graces. 
Clinker  perceived  the  progrefs  he  had 
made,  and  repined  in  fecret.  He  attempt- 
ed to  open  her  eyes  by  the  way  of  ex- 
hortation ;  and  finding  it  produced  no 
effe6t,  had  recourfe  to  prayer.  At  New- 
caftle,  while  he  attended  Mrs.  Tabby  to 
the  Methodift  meeting,  his  rival  accom- 
panied Mrs.  Jenkins  to  the  play.  He  was 
drelTed  in  a  lilk  coat,  made  at  Paris  for 
his  former  mafter,  with  n  tawdry  waift- 
coat  of  tarniflied  brocade;  he  wore  his 
hair  in  a  great  bag,  with  a  huge  folitaire, 
and  a  long  fword  dangled  from  his  thigh. 
The  lady  was  all  of  a  flutter  with  faded 
Interring,  warned  gauze,  and  ribbands 
three  times  refrefhed  ;  but  (he  was  molt 
remarkable  for  the  frizure  of  her  head, 
which  rofe,  like  a  pyramid,  feven  inches 
above  the  fcalp,  and  her  face  was  primed 
and  patched  from  the  chin  up  totheeyes  ; 
nay,  the  gallant  himfelf  had  Ipared  nei- 
ther red  nor  white  in  improving  the  na- 
ture of  his  own  complexion.  In  this 
attire,  they  walked  together  through  the 
High  Street  to  the  theatre ;  and,  as  they 
palled  for  players  ready  drefied  for  acl:- 
ing,  they  reached  it  unmolerted ;  but  as 
it  wasltill  light  when  they  returned,  and 
by  that  time  the  people  had  got  informa- 
tion of  their  real  character  and  condition, 
they  hided  and  hooted  all  the  way,  and 
Mrs.  Jenkins  was  all  befpattered  with 
diit,  as  wiell  as  infulted  with  the  oppro- 
brious name  of  painted  Jezebtl;  fo  that 
her  fright  and  mortification  threw  her 
into  an  hylterick  fit  the  moment  flie  cume 
home. 

Clinker  was  fo  incenfed  at  Dutton, 
whom  he  conlidcred  as  the  c:ui!e  of  her 
difgrace,  that  he  upbraided  him  fevereljr 
for  having  turned  the  poor  young  wo- 
man's brain.  The  other  affecled  to  treat 
him  with  contempt;  and,  miltaking  hi* 
forbearance  for  want  of  courage,  threat- 
ened to  horfe-whip  him  into  good  man- 
ners. Humphry  then  came  to  me,  hum  - 
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bly  begging  I  would  give  him  leave  to 
chaftife  my  lervant  form's  inlblence.  ' He 
has  challenged   me  to    fight  him  at 
fword's  point,'  faid  he ;  '  but  I  might 
as  well  challenge  him  to  make  a  horfe- 
fhoe,  or  a  plough-iron  j  for  1  know  no 
more  of  the  one  than  he  does  of  the  other . 
Befide,s,  it  doth  not  become  fervants  to 
ufe  thofe  weapons,  or  to  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  gentlemen  to  kill  one  another 
when  they  fall  out ;  moreover,  I  would 
not  have  hk  blood  upon  my  conference 
for  ten  thoufand  times  the  profit  or  fa- 
tisfaction  I  mould  get  by  his  death ; 
but,  if  your  honour  won't  be  angry, 
I'll  engage  to  gee'en  a  good  drubbing, 
that  mayhap  will  do'en  fervice,  and 
I'll  take  care  it  ftiaii  do'cn  no  harm.' 
i  laid  I  had  no  objection  towhathepro- 
pofed,  provided  he  could  manage  matters 
fo  as  not  to  be  found  the  aggreffor,  in 
cafe  Button  mould  profecute  him  for  an 
a/fault  and  battery. 

Thus  licenfed,  he  retired ;  and  that 
fame  evening  eafily  provoked  his  rival  to 
ftrike  the  firlt  blow ;  which  Clinker  re- 
turned with  fuch  intereft,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  call  for  quarter}  declaring,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  would  exact  fevere 
nnd  bloody  fatisfaction  the  moment  we 
mould  pafs  the  border,  when  he  <:ould 
run  him  through  the  body  without  fear 
of  the  confequence.     This  Iceiie  paffed 
i-n  preience  of  Lieutenant  Lil'mahage, 
who  encouraged  Clinker  to  hazard  a  thruft 
of  cold  iron  with  his  antagonift.  '  Cold 
iron,'  cried  Humphry,  '  I  maH  never 
ufe  againft  the  life  of  any  human  crea- 
ture; but  I  am  fo  far  from  being  afraid 
of  his  cold  iron,  that  I  mall  ufe  nothing 
inmy  defence  but  a  good  cudgel,which 
mall  always  be  at  his  fervice.'    In  the 
mean  time,  the  fair  caufe  of  this  contett, 
Mrs.  Winifred  Jenkins,  feemed  over- 
whelmed with  affiiction,  and  Mr.  Clinker 
acted  much  on  the  referve,  though  he 
<lid  not  prefume  to  find  fault  with  her 
conduct 

The  difpute  between  thetwo  rivals  was 
foon  brought  to  a  very  unexpected  ilTue. 
Among  our  fellow-lodgers  at  Berwick, 
'  was  a  couple  from  London,  bound  to 
Edinburgh,on  the  voyage  of  matrimony. 
The  female  was  the  daughter  and  heirei's 
of  a  pawnbroker  deceafed,  who  had  given 
her  guardians  the  flip,  and  put  herielf 
under  the  tuition  of  a  tall  Hibernian, 
who  had  conducted  her  thus  far  in  queft 
of  a  clergyman  to  unite  them  in  mar- 
riage without  the  formalities  required  by 


the  law  of  England.  I  know  not  how 
the  lover  had  behaved  on  the  road,  fo  as 
to  decline  in  the  favour  of  his  inamorata  j 
but,  in  all  probability,  Dutton  perceived 
a  coldnels  on  her  fide,  which  encouraged 
him  to  whifper  it  was  a  pity  me  mould 
have  caft  her  affections  upon  a  taylor, 
which  he  affirmed  the  Irifhman  to  be. 
This  difcovery  compleated  her  difguft, 
of  which  mjr-man  taking  the  advantage, 
began  to  recommend  hmifelf  to  her  good 
graces;  and  the  imooth-torigued  rafcal 
found  no  difficulty  to  infinuate  himfelf 
into  the  place  of  her  heart  from  which 
the  other  had  been  discarded.  Their  re- 
folution  was  immediately  taken.  In  the 
morning,  before  day,  while  poor  Teague 
lay  fnoringa-bed,  his  indefatigable  rival 
ordered  a  poft-chaife,  -and  let  out  with 
the  lady  for  Coldftream,  a  fewtniles  up 
the  Tweed,  where  there  was  a  parfon 
who  dealt  in  this  branch  of  commerce, 
and  there  they  were  noofed,  before  the 
Irimman  ever  dreamt  of  the  matter. 
But  when  he  got  up  at  fix  o'clock,  and 
found  the  bird  was  flown,  he  made  fuch 
a  noiie,  as  alarmed  the  whole  houfe.  One 
of  the  firft  perfons  he  encountered,  was 
the  poftilion  returned  from  Coldftream, 
where  he  had  been  witnefs  to  the  mar- 
riage, and,  over  and  above  a  handfome 
gratuity,  had  received  a  bride's  favour, 
which  he  now  wore  in  his  cap.  When 
the  forfaken  lover  underftood  they  were 
actualiymarried,  and  fet  out  for  London, 
and  that  Dutton  had  difcovered  to  the 
lady  that  he  (the  Hibernian)  was  a  tay- 
lor,  he  had  like  to  have  run  diffracted  1 
Hetoj-e  the  ribband  from  the  fellow's  cap, 
and  beat  it  about  hk  ears.  He  fwore  he 
would  purftie  him  to  the  gates  of  hell, 
and  ordered  a  poft-chaife  and  four  to  be 
got  ready  as  foon  as  poflible ;  but,  recol- 
lecting that  his  finances  would  not  admit 
of  this  way  of  travelling,  he  was  obliged 
to  countermand  this  order. 

For  my  part,  I  knew  nothing  at  aHof 
what  had  happened,  till  the  poftilion 
brought  me  the  keys  of  my  trunk  and 
pormanteau,  which  he  had  i^eceived  from 
Dutton,  who  fent  me  his  refpects,  hop- 
ing I  would  excuie  him  for  his  abrupt 
departure,  as  it  was  a  ftep  upon  which 
his  fortune  depended.  Before  I  had 
time  to  make  niv  uncle  acquainted  with 
this  event,  die  Irimman  burft  into  my 
chamber,  without  any  introduction,  ex- 
claiming— '  By  my  foul,  your  farvant 
'  has  robbed  me  of  five  thoufand  pounds, 
'  and  I'll  have  fatisfaction,  if  I  Ihould 
Q^  'be 
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*  be  hanged  to-morrow!'    When  I  afk- 
ed  him  who  he  was- — '  My  name,'  faid 
he,   '  is  M'after  Macloughlin  ;   but   it 
'  Ihouid  be  Leighlin  O'  Neale,  for  I  am 
'  come  from  Ter-Owen  the  Great;  arid 
'  fo  I  am  as  good  a  gentleman  as  any 
'  in  Ireland ;  and  that  rogue  your  farvant 
'  laid  I  was  a  taylor,  which  was  as  big  a 
'  lye  as  if  he  had  called  me  the  pope, 

*  I'm  a  man  of  fortune,  and  have  ipent 
4  all  I  ludj  an>lfo  being  in  diftrefs,  Mr. 
'  Cofhgrave,  the  falhioner  in  Shuffolk, 

*  Street,  tuck  me  out,  and  made  me  his 

*  own  private  fliecretary :  by  the  fame 
'  token,  I  was  the  laft  he  bailed;  for  his 
'  friends  obliged  him  to  tie  himfelf  up* 

*  that  he  would  bail  no  more  above  ten 
'  pounds  :  for  why,  becaafe  as  how,  he 

*  could  not  refufe  any  body  that  afked, 
'  and  therefore  in  time  would  have  rob- 

*  bed  himfelf  of  his  whole  fortune,  and, 
'  if  he  had  lived  long  at  that  rate,  mult 
'  have  died  bankrupt  very  ibon.  Andfo 

*  I  made  my  addrefles  to  Mifs  Skinner^ 

*  a  young  lady  of  five  thoulknd  pounds 

*  fortune,   who  agreed  to  take  me  tor 
'  better  nor  worie;  and,  to  be  fure,  this 

*  day  would  have  put  me  in  poffeflion,  if 

*  it  had  not  been  for  that  rogue  your 

*  larvant,  who  came  like  a  tief,  and  ftole 

*  away  my  property,  and  made  her  be- 
'  licve  1  was  a  taylor,  and  that  me  was 

*  poing  to  man-y  the  ninth  part  of  am:m  j 
'  but  the  devil  burn  my  foul,  if  ever  I 

*  catch  him  on  the  mountains  of  Tullo- 

*  ghobegly,  if  I  don't  (hew  him  that  I'm 

*  nine  times  as  good  a  man  as  he,  or  e'er 
«  a  bug  ci'.  his  country.' 

When  he  had  rung  out  his  firft  alarm, 
I  i.c':d  him  1  was  forry  he  had  allowed 
himfelf  to  be  fo  jockied;  but  it  was  no 
bufmtfs  of  mine;  and  that  the  fellow 
who  robbed  him  of  his  bride,  had  like- 
wifc  robbed  me  of  my  fervant.  '  Didn't 
'  I  tell  you,  then,'  cried  he,  '  that  Rogue 

*  tfras  his  true  Chi  iftian  name  ?    Oh  if  I 

*  had  but  one  fair  truri  with  him  upon 

*  the  Ax'.,  I'd  give  him  leaye  to  brag  all 
'  the  reft  of  his  life!' 

My  uncle  hearing  the  noife,  eame  in; 
and  being  informed  of  this  adventure, 
began  to  comfort  Mr.  O'Ncale  for  the 
lady's  eioptmcnt;  obferving,thathefeem- 
td  to  have  had  a  lucky  efcape ;  that  it  was 
r  me  mould  elope  before,  than  after 
jnnrriagc.  The  Hibernian  was  of  a  very 
dirfertnt  opinion ;  he  faid,  if  he  had  been 
once  married,  (lie  might  have  eloped  as 
foon  as  lhc  pleaild;  he  would  have  taken 
care  that  (he  fhould  not  have  carried  her 
fu;  tune  along  wiih  her.  <  Ah!'  laid  he, 


(he  is  a  Judas  Ifcariot,  and  has  betray- 
ed me  with  a  kil's  !  And,  like  Judas, 
(he  carried  the  bag,  and  has  not  left 
me  money  en;  u-lito  bear  my  expenccs 
back  to  London ;  and  fo  as  I'm  come 
to  this  pals,  and  the  rotr.e  that  was  the 
occaiion  of  it  has  leit  you  without  a 
farvant,  you  may  put  me  in  his  place; 
'-  and,  by  Jafus !  it  is,  the  btft  thing  vou 
'  can  do.'     I  begged  to  be  cxcuiecl,  de- 
claring I  could  put  up  with  any  inconve- 
nience, rather  than  treat  as  a  footman 
the  delcendant  of  Tir-Owen  the  Great. 
I  adviied  him  to  return  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Cofgrave,  and  take  hispaflagc  from  New - 
caftle  by  lea,  towards  which  I  made  him 
a  fmall  prefent,and  he  retired >  feemingly 
refigned  to  his    evil   fortune.     I    have 
taken  upon  trial  a  Scotchman,  called  Ar- 
chy  M'Alpin,  an  old  foldier,  whole  laft 
matter,  a  colonel,  lately  died  at  Berwick. 
The  fellow  is  old  and  withered;  but  he 
has  beenrecommendt-d  to  me  for  his  fide- 
lity by  Mrs.  Humphreys,  a  very  good 
fort  of  a  woman,  who  keeps  the  inn  at 
Tweedmouth,  and  is  much  refpefted  by 
all  the  travellers  on  this  road. 

Clinker  without  doubt,  thinks  him- 
felf happy  in  the  removal  of  a  dangerous 
rival,  and  he  is  too  good  a  Cliriitian  to 
repine  atDutton's  fuccefs.  Even  Mrs. 
Jenkins  will  have  reafon  to  congratulate 
herfelf  upon  this  event,  when  (he  coolly 
reflects  upon  the  matter ;  for,  howfoever 
me  was  forced  from  her  poife  for  a  fea- 
fon,  by  fnares  laid  for  her  vanity,  Hum- 
phry is  certainly  the  r.orth-ftar  to  which 
the  needle  of  her  affection  would  have 
pointed  at  the  long  run.  At  preftnt,  the 
fame  vanity  is  exceedingly  mortified,  up- 
on rinding  herfelf  abandoned  by  her  nevt 
admirer,  in  favour  of  another  inamorata. 
She  received  the  news  with  a  violent bnrft 
of  laughter,  which  foon  brought  on  a  fit 
of  crying ;  and  this  gave  the  finilhing 
blow  to  the  patience  of  her  miftrefs,  which 
had  held  out  beyond  all  expectation.  She 
now  opened  all  thofe  floodgates  of  rtprc- 
henlions  which  had  been  (hut  fo  long. 
She  not  only  reproached  her  with  her  le- 
vity and  indifcretion,  but  attacked  heron 
the  fcore  of  religion,  declaring  roundly 
that  (lie  wasSn  a  ftate  of  apoftacy  and  re- 
probation ;  and,  finally ,  threatened  to  fend 
her  a  packing  at  this  extremity  of  the 
kingdom.  All  the  family  interceded  for 
poor  Winifred,  not  even  excepting  her 
flighted  fwain,  Mr.  Clinker,  who,  on  iiis 
knees,  implored  and  obtained  her  par- 
don. 

There  was,  however,  another  confi- 
deration 
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deration  that  gave  Mrs.  Tabitha  feme 
diflurbance.     AtNewcaftle,  the  fervants 
had  been  informed  by  Ibme  wag,  that 
there  was  nothing  to  eat  in  Scotland  but 
oatmeal  and  foeeps-beads  ,  and  Lieute- 
nant Lifmahago  being  confulted,  what 
he  faid  ferved  rather  to  confirm  than  to 
refute  me  report.     Our  aunt  being  ap- 
prized of  this  circumtlance,  very  gravely 
advii'ed  her  brother  to  provide  a  lumpter- 
horie  with  ftoreof  hams,  tongues,  bread, 
bifcuit,  and  other  articles,  for  our  fub- 
fiftence  in  the  courie  of  our  peregrina- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Bramble  as  gravely  re- 
plied, that  he  would  take  the  hint  into 
confideration :  but,  finding  no  fuchpro- 
vilion  was  made,  (he  now  revived  the 
propofal,  obierving  fhat  there  was  a  to- 
lerable market  at  Berwick,  where  we 
might  be  fupplied  ;  and  that  my  man's 
horfe  would  ferve  as  a  beaft  of  burden. 
The  fquire,  fhrugging  up  his  moulders, 
eyed  her  afkance  with  a  look  of  ineffable 
contempt;  and,  after  fome  paufe — '  Sif- 
1  ter,'  laid  he,  '  I  can  hardly  perfuade 
'  myfelf  you  are  ferious."      She  was  fo 
little  acquainted  with  the  geography  of 
the  ifland,  that  fhe  imagined  we  could 
not  go  to  Scotland  but  by  fea;  and,  after 
we  had  parted  through  the  town  of  Ber- 
wick, when  he  told  her  we  were  upon 
Scottim  ground,  fhe  could  hardly   be- 
lieve the  affertion.     If  the  truth  muft  be 
told,  the  South  Britons  in  general  are  woe- 
fully ignorant  in  this  particular.     What 
between  want  of  curiofity,  and   tradi- 
tional  farcafms,    the   effect   of  ancient 
animofity,  the  people  at  the  other  end  of 
the  ifland  know  as  little  of  Scotland  as 
of  Japan. 

If  I  had  never  been  in  Wales,  I  mould 
have  been  more  ftruck  with  the  manifell 
difference  in  appearance  betwixt  the  pea- 
f'ants  and  commonalty  on  different  fides 
bf  the  Tweed .  The  boors  of  Northum  - 
berland  are  lufty  fellows,  frefh  complex  - 
ioned,  cleanly,  and  well  cloathed;  but 
the  labourers  in  Scotland  are  generally 
lank,  lean,  hard-featured,  fallow,  foiled, 
and  fhabby,  and  their  little  pinched  blue 
caps  have  a  beggarly  effect.  The  cattle 
are  much  ifi  the  fame  flyle  with  their 
drivers,  meagre,  Hunted,  and  ill-equip-' 
ped.  When  I  talked  to  my  uncle  on 
this  fubject,  he  faid — '  Though  all  the 
'  Scottifhhindswouldnotbeartobccom- 
^  pared  with  thofe  ofthe  rich  counties  of 
'"  South  Britain,  they  would  ftand  very 
'  well  in  competition  with  the  peafants 
'  in  France,  Italy,  and  Savoy ;  set  to 


'  mention  the  mountaineers  of  Wales, 
'  and  the  red  fhanks  of  Ireland.' 

We  entered  Scotland  by  a  frightful 
moor  of  fixt^en  miles,  which  prumiles 
very  little  for  die  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  the  profpect  mended  as 
we  advanced.  Faffing  through  Dunbar, 
which  is  a  neat  little  town,  fituated  on  the 
fea  fide,  we  lay  at  a  country  inn,  where 
our  entertainment  far  exceeded  our  ex- 
pectation ;   but  for  this  we  cannot  give 
the  Scots  credit,  as  the  landlord  is  a  na- 
tive of  England.  Yefterday  we  dined  at 
Haddington,  which  has  been  a  place  of 
fome  confideration,  but  is  now  gone  to 
decay;  and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  this 
metropolis,  of  which  I  can  fay  very  lit- 
tle. It  is  very  romantick,  from  it's  fitua- 
tion  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  having  a 
fortified  caftle  at  the  top,  and  a  royal 
palace  at  the  bottdm.     The  firfl  thing 
that  ftrikes  the  nofe  of  a  ftranger,  fhafl 
benameleis;  but  what  firft  ftrikes  the 
ey.e,  is  the  unconfcionable  height  of  the 
houfes,  which  generally  rife  to  five,  fix, 
{'even,  and  eight  {lories,  and,  in  fame 
places,  as  I  am  affured,  to  twelve.  This 
manner  of  building,  attended  with  num- 
berlefs  inconveniences,  muft  have  been 
originally  owing  to  want  of  room.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  the  town  feemsto  be  full  of  peo- 
ple ;  but  their  looks,  their  language,  and 
their  cuftoms,  are  fo  different  from  ours, 
that  I  can  hardly  believe  myfelf  in  Great 
Britain. 

Th«  inn  at  which  we  put  up,  if  it  may 
be  fo  called,  was  fo  filthy  and  difagree- 
•able  in  all  refpects,  that  my  uncle  began 
to  fret,  and  his  gouty  fymptoms  to  recur. 
Recollecting,  however,  that  he  had  a  let- 
ter of  recommendation  to  one  Mr.  Mit- 
chelfon,  a  lawyer,  he  fent  it  by  his  fer- 
vant,with  a  compliment,  importing  that 
he  would  wait  upon  him  next  day  in  per- 
fon  ;  but  that  gentleman  v-ifited  us  im- 
mediately, and  infifted  upon  our  going 
to  his  own  houfe,  until  he  could  provide 
lodgings  for  o\ir  accommodation.  We 
gladly  accepted  of  his  invitation,  and  re- 
paired to  his  houfe,  where  we  were  treated 
with  equal  elegance  and  hoipitaiity,  to 
the  utter  confufion  of  our  aunt,  whole 
prejudices,  though  beginnirg  to  give 
way,  were  not  yet  entirely  removed. 
To-day,  by  the  afTiirance  of  our  friend, 
we  are  fettled  in  convenient  lodgings,  uu 
four  pair  of  flairs,  in  die  High  Street, 
the  fourth  (lory  being,  in  this  city  reck- 
o'ned  more  genteel  than  the  finl.  "^hi 
air  is,  iu  all  probability,  the  better;  but  it 
Qjt  requires 
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requires  good  rungs  to  breathe  it  at  this 
diltance  above  the  furface  of  the  earth. 
While  I  do  remain  above  it,  whether 
higher  or  lower,  provided  I  breathe  at  all, 
I  /hall  ever  be,  dear  Phillips,  yours, 

J.  MELFORD. 
JULY  iS. 


TO  DR.   LEWIS. 

DEAR   LEWIS, 

"  |  "HAT  part  of  Scotland  contigu- 
JL  ous  to  Berwick,  nature  feems  to 
have  intended  as  a  barrier  between  two 
hoftile  nations.  It  is  a  brown  defart  of 
confiderable  extent,  that  produces  nothing 
but  heath  and  fern  ;  and  what  rendered 
it  the  more  dreary  when  we  pafted,  there 
was  a  thick  fog  that  hindered  us  from 
feeing  above  twenty  yards  from  the  car  • 
riage.  My  fifter  began  to  make  wry 
faces,  and  ufe  her  fmelling-bottle ;  Liddy 
looked  blank,  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  dejeft- 
ed  :  but  in  a  few  hours  thefe  clouds  were 
diflipated )  the  fea  appeared  upon  our  right, 
and  on  the  left  the  mountains  retired  a 
little,  leaving  an  agreeable  plain  betwixt 
them  and  the  beach  5  but,  what  furprized 
us  all,  this  plain,  to  the  extent  of  feveral 
miles,  was  covered  with  as  fine  wheat 
as  ever  I  faw  in  the  moft  fertile  parts  of 
South  Bvitain.  This  plentiful  crop  is 
raifed  in  the  open  field,  without  any  in- 
clofure,  or  other  manure,  than  the  alga 
marina,  or  fea-weed>  which  abounds  on 
this  coaft )  a  circumftance  which  fhtws 
that  the  foil  and  climate  are  favourable, 
but  that  agriculture  in  this  country  is  not 
yet  brought  to  that  perfection  which  it 
has  attained  in  England.  Inclolures 
would  not  only  keep  the  grounds  warm, 
•nd  the  feveral  fields  diftinft,  but  would 
alfo  protect  the  crop  from  the  high  winds 
which  are  fo  frequent  in  this  part  of  the 
jfland. 

Dunbar  is  well  fituated  for  trade,  and 
has  a  curious  baibn,  where  fnips  of  fmall 
burden  may  be  perfectly  lecure;  but 
there  is  little  appearance  of  bufinefs  in 
the  place.  From  thence,  all  the  way  to 
Edinburgh,  there  is  a  continual  fuccef- 
fion  of  fine  feats,  belonging  to  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  ;  and  as  each  is  I'm  round- 
ed by  it's  own  parks  and  plantation,  they 
produce  a  very  pleating  effect  in  a  coun- 
try which  lies  otherwiie  open  and  expoi- 
etl.  At  Dunbar  there  is  a  noble  park, 
with  a  lodge,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 


Roxburgh,  where  Oliver  Cromwell  had 
his  head-quarters,  when  Lefley,  at  the 
head  of  a  Scotch  army,  took  pcfleffion 
of  the  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  hampered  him  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  em- 
bark and  get  away  by  fea,  had  not  the  fa- 
naticilm  of  the  enemy  forfeited  the  ad- 
vantage which  they  had  obtained  by 
their  general's  conduft.  Their  minilters, 
by  exhortation,  prayer,  amirance,  and 
prophecy,  inftigated  them  to  po  down 
and  flay  the  Philiftines  in  Giignl,  and 
they  quitted  their  ground  accordingly, 
notwithstanding  all  that  Lelley  could  do 
to  reftrain  the  madnefs  of  their  enthufi- 
afm.  When  Oliver  law  them  in  motion, 
he  exclaimed — '  Praifed  be  the  Lord,  he 
*  hath  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of 
'  his  fervant!'  and  ordered  his  ti  oops  to 
fing  a  pfalm  of  thankfgiving,  while  they 
advanced  in  order  to  the  plain,  where  the 
Scots  were  routed  with  great  llaughter. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Haddington 
there  is  a  gentleman's  houfe,  in  the  build- 
ing of  which,  and  the  improvements  a- 
bout  it,  he  is  faid  to  have  expended  forty 
thoufand  pounds :  but  I  cannot  fay  I  wa« 
much  pleafed  with  either  the  architec- 
ture or  the  fituation ;  though  it  has  in 
front  a  partoral  ftream,  the  banks  of 
which  are  laid  out  in  a  very  agreeable 
manner.  I  intended  to  pay  my  refpefts 
to  Lord  Elibank,  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  know  at  London  many  years  ago.  He 
lives  in  this  part  of  Lothian,  but  was 
gone  to  the  North  on  a  vifit.  You  have 
often  heard  me  mention  this  nobleman, 
whom  I  have  long  revered  for  his  huma- 
nity and  univerfal  intelligence,  over  and 
above  the  entertainment  ari (ing  from  the 
originality  of  his  character.  AtMulTel- 
burgh,  however,  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  drink  tea  with  my  old  friend  Mr.  Car- 
donel ;  and  at  his  hotife  I  met  with  Dr. 
C— ,  the  parfon  of  the  parifh,  whole 
humour  and  converfation  inflamed  me 
w)th  a  defire  of  being  better  acquainted 
with  his  peiibn.  I  am  not  at  all  furprized 
that  thefe  Scots  make  their  way  in  evciy 
quarter  of  the  globe. 

This  place  is  but  fonr  miles  from 
Edinburgh,  towards  which  we  proceeded 
along  the  fea-lhorc,,  upon  a  firm  bottom 
of  fmooth  find,  which  the  tide  had  left 
uncovered  in  it's  retu-at.  Edinburgh, 
from  tliis  avenue,  is  not  letn  to  much  ad- 
vantage. We  had  only  an  imperfect  view 
of  the  caftle  and  upper  parts  of  the  town, 
which  varied  inceflantlv  according  to  the 
inflexions 
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inflexions  of  the  road,  and  exhibited  the 
appearance  of  detached  fpires  and  turrets 
belonging  to  ibme  magnificent  edifice  in 
ruins.  The  palace  of  Holyrood  Houle 
Hands  on  the  left,  as  you  enter  the  Canon 
Gate.  This  is  a  ftreet  continued  from 
heuce  to  the  gate  called  Nether  Bow, 
which  is  now  taken  away  5  Ib  that  there 
it,  no  interruption  for  a  long  mile  from  the 
bottom  to  the  top  of  the  hill  on  which 
the  caftle  Hands  in  a  moll  imperial  fitu- 
ation.  Coniidering  it's  fine  pavement, 
it's  width,  and  the  lofty  houf.es  on  each 
fide,  this  would  be  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
nobleft  ftreets  in  Europe,  if  an  ugly  mafs 
of  mean  buildings,  called  the  Lucken 
Booths,  had  not  thruil  itfelf,  by  what  ac- 
cident I  know  not,  into  the  middle  of  the 
way,  like  Middle  Row  in  Holborn.  The 
city  (lands  upon  two  hills,  and  the  bottom 
between  them;  and,  with  all  it's  defects, 
may  very  well  pafs  for  the  capital  of  a 
moderate  kingdom.  It  is  full  of  people, 
and  continually  refounds  with  the  noii'e 
of  coaches,  and  other  carriages,  for  luxury 
as  well  as  commerce.  As  far  as  I  can 
perceive,  here  is  no  want  of  provifions. 
The  beef  and  mutton  are  as  delicate  here 
as  in  Wales;  the  lea  affords  plenty  of 
good  fifh;  the  bread  is  remarkably  fine; 
and  the  water  is  excellent,  though  I  am 
afraid  not  in  fufficient  quantity  to  anfwer 
all  the  purpofes  of  cleanlinefs  and  conve- 
nience; articles  in  which,  it  mult  be  al- 
lowed, our  tellow-fubje5is  are  a  little  de- 
fective. The  water  is  brought  in  leaden 
pipes  from  a  mountain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, to  a  ciilem  on  the  CalUe  Hill,  from 
whence  it  is  diftributed  to  publick  con- 
duits in  different  parts  of  the  city.  From 
thei'e  it  is  carried  in  barrels,  on  the  backs 
of  male  and  female  porters  >t  xip  two, 
three,  four,  five,  fix,  feven,  and  eight  pair 
of  (lairs,  for  the  ufe  of  particular  families. 
Every  (lory  is  a  compleat  houfe,  occupied 
by  a  feparate  family;  and  the  (laic  being 
common  to  them  all,  is  generally  left  in 
a  very  filthy  condition ;  a  man  muft  tread 
with  great  circumfpeftion  to  get  fafe 
houfed  with  unpolluted  (hoes. Nothing  can 
form  a  ftronger  contrail,  than  the  differ- 
ence betwixt  the  outlide  and  infide  of  the 
door;  for  the  good  women  of  this  metro- 
polis are  remarkably  nice  in  the  orna- 
ments and  propriety  of  their  apartments, 
as  if  they  were  refolved  to  transfer  the 
imputation  from  the  individual  to  the  pub- 
lick.  You  are  no  ftranger  to  their  method 
of  difchar'ging  all  their  impurities  from 
their  windows,  at  a  certain  hour  of  .die 


night,  as  the  cuftom  is  in  Spam,  Portu- 
gal, and  fome  parts  of  France  and  Italy: 
a  practice  to  which  I  can  by  no  means  be 
reconciled;  for  notwithstanding  ail  the 
care  that  is  taken  by  their  fcavcngers  to 
remove  this  nuifance  every  morning  by 
break  of  day,  enough  dill  remains  to  of- 
fend the  eyes,  as  well  as  other  organs  of 
thofe  whom  ufe  has  not  hardened  againft 
all  delicacy  of  fenfation. 

Theinhabitants'feem  infenfible  to  thefe 
imprelfions,  and  are  apt  to  imagine  the 
diiguft  that  we  avow  is  little  better  than 
affectation ;  but  they  ought  to  have  foras 
companion  for  Grangers,  who  have  not 
been  ufed  to  this  kind  of  fufterance;  and 
confider,  whether  it  may  not  be  worth 
while  to  take  fome  pains  to  vindicate  thcm- 
felves  from  the  reproach  that,  on  this  ac- 
count, they  bear  among  their  neighbours. 
As  to  the  furprizing  height  of  their  houfes, 
it  is  abl'urd  in  many  rcipects;  but  in  one 
particular  light  I  cannot  view  it  without 
horror;  that  is,  the  dreadful  fituation  of 
all  the  families  above,  in  cafe  the  com- 
mon flair-cafe  fhould  be  rendered  impaf- 
fable  by  a  fire  in  the  lower  llories.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  fhockingconfequences 
thatmull  attend  fuch  an  accident,  it  would 
be  a  right  msaiure  to  open  doors  of  com- 
munication from  one  houfe  to  another, 
on  every  ftoiy,  by  which  the  people  might 
fly  from  fuch  a  terrible  vifkation.  In  all 
parts  of  the  world,  we  fee  the  force  ol" 
habit  prevailing  over  all  the  dictate*  of 
convenience  and  fagacity.  All  the  people 
of  bufmefs  at  Edinburgh,  and  even  the 
genteel  company,  may  be  feen  .(landing 
in  crowds  every  day,  from  one  to  two  in. 
the  afternoon,  in  the  open  flreet,  at  a, 
place  where  fonneiiy  flood  a  market- 
crofs,  which  (by  the  bye)  was  a  curious 
piece  of  Gothick  architecture,  flill  to  be 
ieen  in  Lord  Somerville's  Garden  in  this 
neighbourhood.  I  fay,  the  people  (land 
in  the  open  ftreet  from  the  force  ot  cuftom, 
rather  than  move  a  few  yards  to  an  Ex- 
change that  ftands  empty  on  one  fide, 
or  to  the  Parliament  Clofe  on  the  other, 
which  is  a  noble  Pjuare,  adorned  with  a 
fine  equeftrian  ftatue  of  King  Charles  II. 
The  company  thus  afiembled  are  enter- 
tained with  a  variety  of  tunes  played  upon 
a  fet  of  bells,  fixed  in  a  lleeple  hard  by. 
As  thefe  bells  are  well-toned,  and  the  mu- 
lician,  who  has  a  falary  from  the  city,  for 
playing  upon  them- with  keys,  is  no  bad 
performer,  the  entertainment  is  really 
agreeable,  and  very  Unking  ta  the  ears  of 
a  ftranger. 

Th« 
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The  publick  inns  of  Edinburgh  are 
ftill  vvorte  than  thofe  of  London:  but  by 
means  of  a  worthy  gentleman,  to  whom 
I  was  recommended,  we  have  got  decent 
lodgings  in  the  houfe  of  a  widow  gentle- 
woman, of  the  name  of  Lockhart;  and 
here  t  mall  ilay  until  I  have  feen  every 
thing  that  is  remarkable  in  and  about  this 
capital.  I  now  begin  to  feel  the  good 
effects  of  exercife.  I  eat  like  a  farmer, 
fleep  from  midnight  till  eight  in  die  morn- 
ing without  interruption,  and  enioyacon- 
ftant  tide  of  faints,  equally  diftant  from 
inanition  and  excefs;  but  whatever  ebbs 
or  flows  my  coniUtution  may  undergo,  my 
heart  will  ftill  declare  that  I  am,  dear 
Lewis,  your  affectionate  friend  and  fer- 
var.t, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
Ess..  JULY  iS. 

TO  MRS.  MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLE- 
TON-HALL. 

DEAR    MARY, 

THE  fquire  has  been  fo  kind  as  to 
rap  my  bit  of  nor.lenfe  under  the 
kiver  of  his  own  meet.  O,  Mary  Jones! 
Mary  Jones!  I  have  had  trials  and  trem- 
bulation.  God  help  me!  I  have  been  a 
vixin  and  a  griffin  thefe  many  days.  Sat- 
tin  has  had  power  to  tempt  me  in  the  mape 
of  van  Ditton,  the  young  Ujuire's  wally 
de  mambic;  but  by  God's  greafe  he  did 
not  purvail.  I  thoft  as  how  there  was 
no  arm  in  going  to  a  play  at  Newcaftle, 
with  my  hair  drefied  in  the  Pari/h  fafhion  5 
and  as  for  the  trifle  of  paint,  he  faid  as 
how  my  complexion  wanted  rouch,  and 
fo  I  let  him  put  it  on  with  a  little  Spanifh 
owl;  but  a  mifchievous  mob  of  colliers, 
and  fuch  promifcous  ribble  rabble,  that 
could  bear  no  fmut  but  their  own,  at- 
tacked us  in  the  ftreet,  and  called  me  boar 
and  painted  Iffabel,  and  fplafhed  my 
clofe,  and  fpoiled  me  a  compleat  fet  of 
blond  lace  'triple  ruffles,  not  a  pin  the 
jvorfe  for  the  ware.  They  coft  me  feven 
good  fillings  to  Lady  Grifkin'swoman  at 
London. 

When  I  axed  Mr.  Clinker  what  they 
meant  by  calling  me  IfTabel,  he  put  the 
bycbill  into  my  hand,  and  I  read  of  van 
Iflabel  a  painted  harlot,  that  vas  thrown 
out  of  a  vindore,  and  the  dogs  came  and 
licked  her  blood.  But  I  am  no  harlot; 
and,  with  God's  bleflmg,  no  dog  mall 
have  my  poor  blood  to  lick :  marry,  Hea- 
ven forbid,  amen!  As  for  Ditton,  after 
all  his  courting  and  his  compliment,  he 


ftole  away  an  Irimman's  bride,  and  took 
a  French  leave  of  me  and  his  mafter ;  but 
I  value  not  his  going  a  farthing}  but 
I  have  had  hanger  on  his  account.  Mif- 
trefs  fcoulded  like  mad ;  thof  I  have  the 
comfit  that  all,  the  family  took  my  part, 
»nd  even  Mr.  Clinker  pleaded  for  me  on 
his  bended  knee;  thof,  God  he  knows, 
he  has  realbns  enuff  to  complain;  but 
he's  a  good  fole  abounding  with  Chriftian. 
meeknefs,  and  one  day  will  meet  with  his 
reward. 

And  new,  dear  Mary,  we  have  got  to 
Haddinborrough,  among  the  Scots,  who 
are  civil  enuff  for  our  money,  thof  I  don't 
i'peak  their  lingo.  But  they  fhould  not 
go  for  to  impoie  upon  foreigners ;  for  the 
bills  in  their  houfes  fay,  they  have  differ- 
ent eafements  to  let ;  and  behold  there  is 
nurro  geaks  in  the  whole  kingdom,  nor 
any  thing  for  poor  farvants,  but  a  barrel 
with  a  pair  of  tongs  thrown  acroi's ;  and 
all  the  chairs  in  the  family  are  emptied 
into  this  here  barrel  once  a  day ;  and  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night  the  whole  cargo  is  flung 
out  of  aback  windore  that  looks  into  foine 
ftreet  or  lane,  and  the  maid  calls — '  Gardy 
1  loOy  to  the  paffengers,  which  fignifies 
'  Lord  have  mercy  uponyouT  and  this  is 
done  every  night  in  every  houfe  in  Had 
dingborrough ;  fo  you  may  guefs,  Mary 
Jones,  what  a  fweet  favour  comes  from 
fuch  a  number  of  profuming  pans;  but 
they  fay  it  is  vvholfome,  and,  truly,  I  be- 
lieve it  is;  for  being  iri  the  vapours,  and 
thinking  of  IlT.ibel  and  Mr.  Clinker,  I 
was  going  into  a  fit  of  altericks,  when 
this  fiff,  faving  your  prefence,  took  me 
by  the  nofe  fo  powerfully,  that  I  fneezed 
three  times,  and  found  myfelf  wonder- 
fully refrefhed;  and  this  to  hefure  is  the 
raifin  why  there  are  no  .fits  in  Haddin- 
borrough. 

I  was  likewife  made  believe,  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  had  but  oat-meal  and 
fetps-heads;  but  if  I  had'n't  been  a  fool, 
I  mought  have  known  there  could  be  no 
beads  without  kerkafles.  This  very  blefltd 
day  I  dined  upon  a  delicate  leg  of  Vcllh 
mutton  and  cully- flower;  and  as  for  the 
oat-meal,  I  leave  that  to  the  farvants  of 
the  country,  which  are  pore  drudges, 
many  of  them  without  moesor  ftockings. 
Mr.  Clinker  tells  me  here  is  a  great  call 
of  the  gofpcl;  but  I  wilh,  I  wifli  fume  of 
our  family  be  not  fallen  off  from  the  rite 
way.  O,  if  I  was  given  to  tail-baring,  I 
have  my  own  fccrets  to  difcover.  There 
has  b«en  a  deal  of  huggling  and  flurta- 
tion  betwixt  miihcl's  and  an  ould  Scow 

officer, 
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officer,  called  Kifmycago.  He  looks  for 
all  the  orld  like  the  fcare-crow  that  OUF 
gardener  fet  up  to  frite  away  the  Ipar- 
rows;  and  what  will  come  of  it,  the  Lord 
nows;  but,  come  what  will,  it  mall  never 
be  laid  that  I  menchioncd  a  fyllabub  of 
the  matter.  Remember  me  kindly  to 
Saul  and  the  kitten.  I  hope  they  got  the 
horn-buck,  and  will  put  it  to  a  good 
ynfe,  which  is  the  conltant  prayer  ot,  dear 
Molly,  your  loving  friend, 

WIN.  JENKINS* 
ADDINGBOROUGH,  JULV  18. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS, BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR    PHILLIPS, 

IF  I  ftay  much  longer  at  Edinburgh, 
I  mall  be  changed  into  a  downright 
Caledonian.  My  uncle  obferves  that  I 
have  already  acquired  fojnething  of  the 
country  accent.  The  people  htre  are  fo 
ibcial  and  attentive  in  their  civilities  to 
ttrangers,  that  I  am  infenfibly  fucked  into 
the  channel  of  their  manners  and  cuftoms, 
although  they  are  in  faft  much  more  dif- 
ferent from  ours  than  you  can  imagine. 
That  difference,  however,  which  ftruck 
me  very  much  at  my  firft  arrival,  I  now 
hardly  perceive,  and  my  ear  is  perfectly 
reconciled  to  the  Scotch  accent,  which  I 
find  even  agreeable  in  the  mouth  of  a 
pretty  woman.  It  is  a  fort  of  Dorick  dia- 
lect, which  gives  an  idea  of  amiable  fim- 
plicity.  You  cannot  imagine  howwe  have 
been  careffed  and  feafted  in  the  good 
town  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  we  are  be- 
come free  denizens  and  guild  brothers,  by 
the  Ipecial  favour  of  the  magiftracy. 

I  had  a  whimfical  commimon  from 
Bath,  to  acitizenof  this  metropolis.  Qum 
understanding  our  intention  to  vifitEdin- 
burgh,  pulled  out  a  guinea,  and  defired 
the  favour  I  would  drink  it  at  a  tavern, 
with  a  particular  friend  and  bottle-com- 
panion of  his,  one  Mr.  R C  ,  a 

lawyer  of  this  city,  I  charged  myfelf 
with  the  commimon,  and  taking  the  gui- 
nea— '  You  fee/  faid  I,  '  I  have  pocketed 
*  your  bounty.' — '  Yes,1  replied  Quin, 
laughing;  '  and  a  head-ach  into  the  bar- 
'  gain,  if  you  drink  fair.'  I  made  ule 
.of  this  introduction  to  Mr.  C  \.  •  ,  who 
received  me  with  open  arms,  and  gave 
me  the  rendezvous  according  to  the  car- 
tel. He  had  provided  a  company  of  jolly 
fellows,  among  whom  I  found  myfett  ex- 


tremely happy;  and  did  Mr.  C  •  and 
Qum  all  the  juftice  in  my  power;  but, 
alas!  I  was  no  more  than  a  trio  among  a 
troop  of  veterans,  who  had  compulsion 
upon  my  youth,  and  conveyed  me  home 
in  the  morning,  by  what  means  I  knovr 
not.  Quin  was  miftaken,  however,  as  to 
the  head -ache;  the  claret  was  too  good  to 
treat  me  :'b  roughly. 

While  Mr.  Bramble  holds  conferences 
with  the  graver  literati  of  the  place,  and 
our  females  are  entertained  at  viiits  by  the 
Scotch  ladies,  who  are  the  beft  and  kind- 
eft  creatures  upon  earth,  I  pafs  my  time 
among  the  bucks  of  Edinburgh;  who, 
with  a  great  fliaie  of  fpiiit  and  vivacity, 
have  a  certain  mrewtinefs  and  felf-com- 
mand  that   is  not  often  found  among 
their  neighbours,  in  the  high-day  of  youth 
and  exultation.     Not  a  hint  elcapes  a 
Scotchman  that  can  be  interpreted  into 
offence  by  any  individual  in  the  compa- 
ny,  and  national  reflections  are  never 
heard.     In  this  particular,  I  muft  own, 
we  are  both  uniuft  and  ungrateful  to  the 
Scots;  for,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge, 
they  have  a  real  eftecm  for  the  native*  of 
South  Britain;  and  never  mention  our 
country,  but  with  exprefiions  of  regard. 
Neverthelefs  they  are  far  from  being  fer- 
vile  imitators  of  modes  and  famionablc 
vices.    All  their  cuftoms  and  regulations 
of  publick  and  private  ceconomy,  of  bufi- 
neis  and  diverfion,  are  in  their  own  ftile. 
This  remarkably  predominates  in  their 
looks,  their  drefs  and  manner,  their  mu- 
fick,  and  even  their  cookery.  Ourfqxiire 
declares,  that  he  knows  not  another  peo- 
ple upon  earth,  fo  ftrongly  marked  with 
a  national  character.    Now  we  are  upon, 
the  article  of  cookeiy,  I  muft  own,  feme 
of  their  difhes  are  favoury,  and  even  deli- 
cate; but  I  am  not  yet  Scotchman  enough, 
to  relifli  their  fmged  meep's-head  and  hag- 
gice,  which  were  provided  at  our  requeft 
one  day  at  Mr.  Mitchelfbn's,  where  we 
dined.    The  nrftput  me  in  mind  of  the 
hiftory  of  Congo,  in  which  I  had  read  of 
Negroes  heads  ibid  publickly  in  the  mar- 
kets; the  laft,  being  a  me'fs  of  minced 
lights,  liver,  fuet,  oat-meal,  onions,  and 
pepper,  inclofed  in  a  fheep's  Itcmach,  had 
a  very  fudden  effect  upon  mine,  and  the 
delicate  Mrs.  Tabby  changed  colour 5 
when  the  caufe  of  our  difguft  was  in- 
ftantaneo'ifly  removed  at  the  nod  of  cur 
entertainer.     The  Scots,  in  general,  are 
attached  to  this  compofition,  with  n  fort 
of  national  fondnels,  as  well  as  to  their 
oat-Tneal  bread  j  which  is  prefer.ted  at 

every 
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every  table,  in  thin  triangular  cakes, 
baked  upon  a  plate  of  iron,  called  a  girdle ; 
and  thele,  many  of  the  nati  ves,  even  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  life,  prefer  to  wheaten- 
bread,  which  they  have  here  in  perfec- 
tion. You  know  we  uled  to  vex  poor 
Murray  of  Bnliol  College,  by  afking,  if 
there  was  really  no  fruit  but  turnips  in 
Scotland.  Sure  enough,  I  hr.ve  ieen  tur- 
nips make  their  appearance,  not  as  a  def- 
fert,  but  by  way  of  hors  d"  aru-vreSf  or 
xvhets,  as  radiflies  are  ferved  up  betwixt 
more  i'ubftantial  dirties  in  France  and 
Italy}  but  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the 
turnips  of  this  country  are  as  much  fu- 
perior  in  fweetnefs,  delicacy,  and  flavour, 
to  thofe  of  England,  as  a  mufk-melon  is 
to  the  (lock  of  a  common  cabbage.  They 
are  fmall  and  conical,  t>f  a  yellowifh  co- 
lour, with  a  very  tain  flcin;  and  over  and 
above  their  agieeable  tafte,  are  valuable 
for  their  antifcorbutick  quality.  As  to 
the  fruit  now  in  feafon,  fuch  as  cherries, 
gocleberries,  and  currants,  there  is  no 
want  of  them  at  Edinburgh;  and  in  the 
gardens  of  feme  gentlemen  who  live  in 
this  neighbourhood,  there  is  a  veiy  fa- 
vourable appearance  of  apricots,  peaches, 
nectarines,  and  even  grapes;  nay,  I  have 
f:en  a  very  fine  fhewof  pine-apples  within 
a  few  miles  of  this  metropolis.  Incced 
we  have  no  reafon  to  be  furprized  at  thefe 
particulars,  when  we  confider  how  little 
difference  there  is,  in  fact,  betwixt  this 
climate  and  that  of  London. 

All  the  remarkable  places  in  the  city 
and  it's  avenues,  for  ten  miles  around,  we 
have  vifited  much  to  our  fatisf  action.  In 
the  Caftle  are  fome  royal  apartments, 
where  the  fovereign  occafionslly  refilled; 
and  here  are  carefully  preferved  the  re- 
galia of  the  kingdcm,  confifting  of  a 
crown,  faid  to  be  of  great  value,  a  fceptre, 
ami  i.  fvvord  of  ftate  adorned  with  jewels. 
Of  thefe  fymbols  of  fovereignty,  the  peo- 
ple are  exceedingly  jealous.  A  report 
being  fprcad,  during  the  fitting  of  the 
union  parliament,  that  they  were  removed 
to  London,  fuch  a  tumult  arofe,  that  the 
lord  commiflioner  would  have  been  torn 
in  pieces,  if  he  had  not  produced  them 
for  the  latisfaction  of  the  populace. 

The  palace  of  Holyrood  Moufe  is  an 
elegant  piece  of  architecture,  but  iiink  in 
an  obicure,  and,  as  I  take  it,  unwhole- 
fome  bottom,  where  one  would  imagine 
it  had  been  plactd  on  purpofe  to  be  con 
cealed.  The  apartments  are  lofty,  but 
unfurnifhed;  and  as  for  the  pictures  of 
tbe  Scottish  kings,  from  Fergus  J .  to  King 


William,  they  are  paultry 
moltly  by  the  fame  hand,  painted  either 
from  the  imagination,  or  porters  hired  to 
fit  for  the  purpofe.  All  the  divei  liens  cf 
London  we  enjoy  at  Edinburgh  in  a  fmall 
compals.  Here  is  a  well -conducted  con- 
cert, in  which  lev-end  gentlemen  perform 
on  different  inuruments.  The  Scots  are 
all  muficians.  Every  man  you  meet  plays 
on  the  flute,  the  violin,  or  violoncello ;  and 
there  is  one  nobleman,  whofe  ccmpo- 
fitionsareuniverfally  admired.  Our  com- 
pany of  actors  is  very  tolerable;  and  a 
fubfcription  is  now  on  foot  for  building 
a  new  theatre;  but  their  aflemblies  pleale 
me  above  all  other  publick  exhibitions. 

We  have  been  at  the  hunter's  ball, 
where  I  was  really  aftonifhed  to  fee  fuch  a 
number  of  fine  women.  The  Englilh 
who  have  never  eroded  the  Tweed,  ima- 
gine erroneoufiy,  that  the  Scotch  ladies 
are  not  remarkable  for  peribnal  attrac- 
tions; but  I  can  declare  with'a  fafecon- 
ftience,  I  never  faw  ib  many  handfome 
females  together,  aswereafiembledon  this 
occafion.  AttheLeith  races,  the  belt  com- 
pany comes  hither  focm  the  remoter  pro- 
vinces; fo  that  I  fuppoie  we  had  all  the 
beauty  of  the  kingdom  concentrated  as 
it  were  into  one  focus;  which  was  indeed 
fo  vehement  that  my  heart  could  hardly 
refift  it's  power.  Between  friends,  it  has 
fuftained  fome  damage  from  the  bright 
eye.?  of  thecharmingMifs  R— —  n,whom 
I  had  the  honour  to  dance  with  at  the  ball . 
The  Countei's  of  Melville  attracted  all 
eyes,  and  the  admiral  ion  of  all  prefent.  She 
was  accompanied  by  the  agreeable  M;!s 
Grieve,  who  made  many  conqueits;  nor 
did  my  fifter  Licldy  pals  unnoticed  in  the 
aflembly.  She  is  become  a  toaft  at  Edin- 
burgh, by  the  name  of  the  Fair  Cam- 
brian, and  has  already  been  the  occafion 
of  much  wine-fhed ;  but  the  poor  girl  met 
with  an  accident  at  the  ball,  which  has 
given  us  great  difturbance. 

A  young  gentleman,  the  exprefs  image 
of  that  rafcal  Wilfon,  went  up  to  alk  her 
to  dance  a  minuet;  and  his  i'uddcn  ap- 
pearance (hocked  her  fb  much,  that  me 
fainted  away.  I  call  Wilfon  a  rafcal,"be- 
caule,  if  he  had  been  really  a  gentleman, 
with  honourable  intentions,  he  would 
have,  ere  now,  appeared  in  his  own  cha- 
racter. J  mull  own,  my  blood  boils  with  , 
indignation  when  I  think  of  that  fellow's 
prefumption;  and  Heaven  confound  me 
if  I  do  not—  Butlwillnotbefowomanifh 
as  to  rail.  Time  will,  perhaps,  furniih 
occafiou— Thask  God,  the  caufcuf  l-i««- 

dy's 


dy's  diforder  remains  afecret.  The  lady- 
direftreis  of  the  ball,  thinking  (he  was 
overcome  by  the  heat  of  the  place,  had 
her  conveyed  to  another  room,  where  (he 
foon  recovered  fo  well,  as  to  return  and 
join  the  country  dances,  in  which  the 
Scotch  lafTes  acquit  themfelves  with  fuch 
fpirit  and  agility,  as  Jo  put  their  partners 
to  the  height  of  their  mettle.  I  believe 
our  aunt,  Mrs.  Tabitha,  had  entertained 
hopes  of  being  able  to  do  ibme  execution 
among  the  cavaliers  at  this  aflembly. 
She  had  been  feveral  days  in  confultation 
with  milliners  and  mantua-makers,  pre- 
paring for  the  occafion,  at  which  (he 
made  her  appearance  in  a  full  fuit  of  da- 
mafk,  fo  thick  and  heavy,  that  the  fight 
of  it  alone,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  was 
fufficient  to  draw  drops  of  fweat  from 
any  man  of  ordinary  imagination.  She 
danced  one  minuet  with  our  friend,  Mr. 
Mitchelfon,  who  favoured  her  Ib  far,  in 
the  fpirit  of  hofpitality  and  politenefs; 
and  (he  was  called  out  a  fecond  time  by 
the  young  Laird  of  Ballymawhawple, 
who,  coming  in  by  accident,  could  not 
readily  find  any  other  partner;  but  as  the 
firft  was  a  married  man,  and  the  fe- 
cond paid  no  particular  homage  to  her 
charms,  which  were  alfo  overlooked  by 
the  reft  of  the  company,  (he  became  dif- 
fatisfied  and  cenforious.  At  (upper,  (he 
obferved  that  the  Scotch  gentlemen  made 
a  very  good  figure,  when  they  were  a  little 
improved  by  travelling;  and  therefore  it 
was  pity  they  did  not  all  take  the  benefit 
cf  going  abroad.  S  he  faid  the  women  were 
aukward,  mafculine  creatures ;  that,  in 
dancing,  they  lifted  their  legs  like  fo 
many  colts ;  that  they  had  no  idea  of  grace- 
ful motion,  and  put  on  their  cloaths  in  a 
frightful  manner:  but  if  the  truth  muft 
be  told.  Tabby  herfelf  was  the  moft  ridi- 
culous figure,  and  the  worft  dreffed,  of  the 
whole  aflembly.  The  negledt  of  the  male 
fex  rendered  her  malcontent  and  peevifh; 
ftie  now  found  fault  with  every  thing  at 
Edinburgh,  and  teazed  her  brother  to 
leave  the  place,  when  me  was  fuddenly  re- 
conciled to  it  on  a  religious  confideration. 
There  is  a  feel;  of  fp.naticks,  who  have 

!  Separated  themfelves  from  the  eftabliftied 
kirk,  under  the  name  of  Seceders.  They 
acknowledge  no  earthly  head  of  the 
church,  rejefl  lay-patronage,  and  main- 
tain the  methodift  doctrines  of  the  new 

;  birth,  the  new  light,  the.  efficacy  of  grace, 
the  insufficiency  of  works,  and  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fpirit.  Mjs.  Tabitha,  at- 


tended  by  Humphry  Clinker,  was  intro- 
duced to  one  of  their  conventicles,  where 
they  both  received  much  edification ;  and 
(he  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  come  ac- 
quainted with  a  pious  Chriftian,  called 
Mr.  Moffat,  who  is  very  powerful  in 
prayer,  and  often  aflifts  her  in  private 
exerciles  of  devotion. 

I  never  favv  fuch  a  concourfe  of  gen- 
feel  company  at  any  races  in  England  as 
appeared  on  the  courfe  of  Leith.  Hard 
by,  in  the  fields  called  the  Links,  the 
citizens  of  Edinburgh  divert  themfelves 
at  a  game  called  Golf,  in  which  they  ui'e 
a  curious  kind  of  bats,  tipped  with  horn, 
and  fmall  elaftick  balls  of  leather,  ftuffecl 
with  feathers,  rather  lefs  than  tennis- 
balls,  but  of  a  much  harder  confidence  t 
this  they  ftrike  with  fuch  force  and  dex- 
terity from  one  hole  to  another,  that 
they  will  fly  to  an  incredible  diftance.  OF 
this  diverfion  the  Scots  are  fo  fond,  that, 
when  the  weather  will  permit,  you  may 
fee  a  multitude  of  all  ranks,  from  the  fe- 
nator  of  juftice  to  the  loweft  tradefmenj 
mingled  together  in  their  fhirts,  and  fol- 
lowing the  balls  with  the  utmoft  eager- 
nefs.  Among  others,  I  was7  fhewn  one 
particular  fet  of  golfers,  the  youngeft  of 
whom  was  turned  of  fourfcore:  they 
were  all  gentlemen  of  independent  for- 
tunes, who  had  amufed  themfelves  with 
this  paftime  for  the  beft  part  of  a  cen- 
tury, without  having  ever  felt  the  lead 
alarm  from  ficknefs  or  difguft ;  and  the^ 
never  went  to  bed  without  having  each 
the  beft  part  of  a  gallon  of  claret  in  his 
belly.  Such  uninterrupted  exercife,  co- 
operating with  the  keen  air  from  the  fea, 
muft,  without  all  doubt,  keep  the  appe- 
tite always  on  edge,  and  fteel  the  confti- 
tution  againft  all  the  common  attacks  of 
diftemper. 

The  Leith  races  gave  occafion  to  ano- 
ther entertainment  of  a  very  fingular  na- 
ture. There  is  at  Edinburgh  a  fociety  or 
corporation  of  errand-boys,  called  Caw- 
dies,  who  ply  in  the  ftreets  at  night  with 
paper-lanthorns,  and  are  very  ferviceable 
in  carrying  meffages.  Thefe  fellows, 
though  fliabby  in  their  appearance,  and 
rudely  familiar  in  their  addrefs,  are  won- 
derfully acute,  and  fo  noted  for  fidelity, 
that  there  is  no  inftance  of  a  cawdy's 
having  betrayed  his  truft.  Such  is  their 
intelligence,  that  they  know,  not  only1 
every  individual  of  the  place,  but  alio 
every  ftranger,  by  that  time  he  has  been 
four  and  twenty  bxn<rs  in  Edinburgh  ; 
R  and 
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and  no  tranfaftion,  even  the  moft  pri- 
vate, can  eicape  their  notice.  They  are 
particularly  famous  for  their  dexterity 
in  executing  one  of  the  functions  of 
Mercury;  though,  for  my  own  part,  I 
never  employed  them  in  this  department 
of  bufineis.  Had  I  occafion  for  any  ier- 
vice  of  this  irature,  my  own  man,  Archy 
M' Alpine,  is  as  well  qualified  as  e'er  a 
cawdie  in  Edinburgh ;  and  I  am  much 
miftaken  if  he  has  not  been  heretofore  of 
their  fraternity.  Be  that  as  it  may,  they 
relblved  to  give  a  dinner  and  a  ball  at 
Leith,  to  which  they  formerly  invited  all 
tluj  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen  that 
were  at  the  races}  and  this  invitation 
was  reinforced  by  an  afiurance  that  all 
the  celebrated  ladies  of  pleafure  would 
grace  the  entertainment  with  their  com- 
pany. I  received  a  card  on  this  occa- 
fion, and  went  thither  with  half  a  dozen 
of  my  acquaintance.  In  a  large  hall  the 
cloth  was  laid  on  a  long  range  of  tables 
joined  together;  and  here  the  company 
feated  themfelves,  to  the  number  of  about 
fourfcore,  lords  and  lairds,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, courtezans  and  cawdies  mingled 
together,  as  the  flaves  and  their  matters 
were  in  the  time  of  the  Saturnalia  in  an- 
cient Rome.  The  toaft-mafter,  who  fat 
nt  the  upper-end,  was  one  Cawdie  Frafer, 
a  veteran  pimp,  diftinguifhed  for  his  hu- 
mour and  fagacity,  well  known  and  much 
refpecled  in  his  profeflion  by  all  the  guerts, 
male  and  female,  that  were  here  alTejn- 
bled.  He  had  befpoke  the  dinner  and  the 
wine:  he  had  taken  care  that  all  his 
brethren  mould  appear  in  decent  apparel 
and  clean  linen  ;  and  he  himfelf  wore  a 
periwig  with  three  tails,  in  honour  of  the 
ieftival.  I  allure  you  the  banqiu 
both  elegant  and  plentiful,  and  fcafoned 
with  a  thouiand  failles,  that  promoted  a 
general  fpirit  of  mirth  and  good  humour. 
After  the  deflfert,  Mr.  Frafer  propofed  the 
following  toafts,  which  I  do  not  pretend 
to  explain.  «  The  belt  in  Chriftendoni.' 
— «  Gibb's  ContracV— •<  The  Beggar's 
Bennifon.'  — '  King  and  Kirk.1  — 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'  Then  fili- 
ng a  bumper,  and  turning  to  me— 
Mefter  Malford,'  faidhe,  '  may  a'  un- 
kindn>;fs  ceafe  betwixt  John  Bull  and 
his  fifter  Moggy.'  The  next  perfon  he 
fingled  out  was  a  nobleman  who  had 
been  long  abroad:  *  Ma  lord,'  cried 
Frafer,  '  here's  a  bumper  to  all  thofe 

*  noblemen  who  have  virtue  enough  to 

*  fpeud  their  rents  in  their  am  cuui. 


He  afterwards  addrefled  hirnfelf  to  * 
member  of  parliament  in  thefe  words  : 
'  Mefter,  I'm  lure  yt'll  ha  nae  obiecliou 
,'  to  my  drinking — "  Difgrace  and  dule 
"  to  ilka  Scot  that  fells  his  confcience 
"  and  his  vote."  He  discharged  a  third 
farcafm  at  a  perfon  very  gaily  drefled, 
who  had  rifen  from  Imall  beginnings, 
and  made  a  confiderable  fortune  at  play. 
Filling  his  glafs,  and  calling  him  br 
name — '  Lang  life,'  faid  he,  *  to  tli« 

*  wylie  loon  that  gangs  a-field  with  a 
'  toom  poke  at  his  lunzie,  and  comes 
'  haine  with  a  fack-full  of  filler.'     All 
thefe   toafts  being   received   with    loud 
burfts  of  applaufe,  Mr.  Frafer  called  for 
pint-glafles,  and  filled  his.  own  to  the 
brim  :    then   (binding  up,   and  all  his 
brethren  following  his  example—'  Ma 
'  lords  and  gentlemen,'  cried  he,  '  here 
'  is  a  cup  of  thanks  for  the  great  and 
'  undefv-rved  honour  you  have  done  your 
'  poor  errand-boys  this  day.'     So  fay- 
ing, he  and  they  drank  off  their  glaifcs 
in  a  trice  ;  and,  quitting  their  feats,  took, 
their  ftation  each  behirid  one  of  the  other 
guefts,  exclaiming — '  Noo  we're  your 
'  honours  cawdies  again!' 

The  nobleman  who  had  bore  the  firft 
brunt  of  Mr.  Frafer' s  fatire,  obieclcd  to 
his  abdication.  He  faid,  as  thecompany 
was  aiTembled  by  invitation  from  the 
cawdics,  he  expected  they  were  to  be  en- 
tertained at theirexpence.  ' Bynomeans,. 
'  my  lord,'  cried  Frafer ;  '  I  wad  na  be 
c  guilty  of  fie  prefuniption  for  the  wide 
'  warld  !  I  never  affronted  a  gentleman 
4  fmce  I  was  born;  and  liirc,  at  this 
'  age,  I  won  not  offer  an  indignity  to  !ic 
'  an  honourable  convention.' — '  Well,* 
faid  his  lorulhip,  '  as  you  have  expended 
'  fome  wit,  you  have  a  right  to  fave  your 
'  money.  You  have  given  me  good 

*  counfel,  and  I  take  it  in  good  part.  As 
'  you  have  voluntai'ily  quitted  your  featv 
'  I  will  take  your  place,  with  the  leave 
'  of  the  good  company,  and  think  myfelf 
'  happy  to  be  \VM\et\fatbtr  oftbeftit/L* 
He  was  forthwith  elected  into  the  chair, 
and  complimented  in  a  bumper  in  hi* 
new  character. 

The  claret  continued  to  circulate  with- 
out interruption,  till  the  glafics  feenu-d  to 
dance  upon  the  table ;  and  this,  perlvip.,, 
was  a  hint  to  the  ladies  to  call  for  mniick . 
At  eight  in  the  evening  the  hall  began  iu 
another  apartment:  at  midnight  we  went 
to  fupper  j  but  it  was  broad  day  before  I 
found  Uic  way  to  my  lodgings;  and,  na 

doubt. 
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<?oubt,  his  lordfhip  had  a  fvvingeing  bill 
to  difcharge. 

In  fhort,  I  have  lived  fo  riotoufly  for 
fome  weeks,  that  my  uncle  begins  to  be 
,  alarmed  on  the  fcore  of  my  conftitution; 
and  very  ferioufly  obferves,  that  all  his 
own  infirmities  are  owing  to  fucli  exceffes 
indulged  in  'his  youth.  Mrs.  Tabitha 
lays  it  would  be  more  for  the  advantage 
of  my  foul,  as  well  as  body,  if,  inftead 
of  frequenting  thefe  fcenes  of  debauchery, 
J  would  acc6mpany  Mr.  Moffat  and  her 
to  hear  a  fermon  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
lyi'Corkindale.  Clinker  often  exhorts 
me,  with  a  groan;  to  take  care  of  my 
precious  health  ;  and  even  Archy  M1  Al- 
pine, when  he  happens  to  be  overtaken, 
(which  is  oftener  the  cafe  than  I  could 
wifh)  reads  me  a  long  lecture  upon  tern  - 
•perance  and  fobriety ;  and  is  fo  very  wife 
and  fententious,  that,  if  I  could  provide 
him  with  a  yrofeflbr's  chair,  I  would 
willingly  give  up  the  benefit  of  his  ad- 
monitions and  fervice  together ;  for  I  was 
tutor- iick  at  alma  mater. 

I  am  not,  however,  fo  much  engrofled 
by  the  gaieties  of  Bcunburgh,  but  that  I 
find  time  to  make  parties  in  the  family 
way.  We  have  not  only  feen  all  the  vil- 
las and  villages  within  ten  miles  of  the  ca- 
pital, but  we  have  alfb  crofted  the  Firth, 
which  is  an  arm  of  tlit  fea  feven  miles 
broad,  that  divides  Lothian  from  the 
mire,  or,  as  the  Scots  call  it,  the  King- 
dom of  Fife.  There  is  a  number  of  large 
open  fea-boats  that  ply  on  this  pafiage 
from  Leith  and  Kinghorn,  which  is  a 
borough  on  the  other  fide.  In  one  of 
thefe  our  whole  family  embarked  three 
days  ago,  excepting  my  fifter,  who,  being 
exceedingly  fearful  of  the  water,  was  left 
to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Mitchelfon.  We  had 
an  eafy  and  quick  paffage  into  Fife,  where 
we  vifited  a  number  of  poor  towns  on  the 
fea-fide,  including  St.  Andrews,  which  is 
the  (keleton  of  a  venerable  city;  but  we 
were  much  better  pleafed  with  Come  noble 
and  elegant  feats  and  caftles,  of  which 
there  is  a  great  number  in  that  part  of 
Scotland.  Yefterday  we  took  boat  again 
on  our  return  to  Leith,  with  fair  wind  and 
agreeable  weather;  but  we  had  not  ad- 
vanced half-way  when  tl;e  fky  was  fud- 
denly  overcalt,  and  the  wind  changing, 
blew  directly  in  our  teeth ;  fo  that  we 
were  obliged  to  turn,  or  tack  the  reft  of 
the  way.  In  a  word,  the  gale  ivv. roafed 
to  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain,  attended  with 
liu'h  a  fog,  that  we  could  not  fee  the 


town  of  Leith,  to  which  we  wefe  bound ; 
nor  even  the  caille  of  Edinburgh,  not- 
withftanding  it's  high  fituation.  It  is.not 
to  be  doubted  but  that  we  were  all  alarm- 
ed on  this  occallon :  and,  at  the  fame , 
time,  moft  of  the  paflengers  were  feizcd 
with  a  nau£ea  that  produced  violent  retch- 
ings. My  aunt  defired  her  brother  to 
order  the  boatman  to  put  back  to  King- 
horn  ;  and  this  expedient  he  actually  pro- 
pofed  ;  but  they  aflured  him  there  was  no 
danger.  Mrs.  Tabitha,  finding  them  ob- 
ftinate,  began  to  fcold,  and  infitted  upon 
my  uncle's  exerting  his  authority  as  a 
julHc'e  of  the  peace.  Sick  and  peevifh  as 
he  was,  he  could  not  help  laughing-at  this 
wife  propofal;  telling  her,  that  hiscom- 
miffion  did  not  extend  fo  far;  and,  if  it 
did,  he  mould  let  the  people  take  their 
own  way :  for  he  thought  it  would  be 
great  preilunption  in  him  to  direct:  them 
in  the  exercife  of  their  own  profeffion. 
Mrs.  Winifred  Jenkins  made  a  general 
clearance  with  theafliftanceof  Mr.  Hum- 
phry Clinker,  who  joined  her  both  in 
prayer  and  ejaculation.  As  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  we  fhould  not  be  long  in  this 
world,  he  offered  fome  fpiritual  confola- 
tion  to^Mrs.  Tabitha ,  who  reje6ted  it  with 
great  difguft,  bidding  him  keep  his  fer- 
mons  for  thofe  who  had  leifuie  to  hear 
fuch  nonfenfe.  My  uncle  fat  recollected 
in  himfelf,  without  fpeaking;  my  man 
Archy  had  recourfe  to  a  brandy-bottle, 
with  which  he  made  fo  free,  that  I  ima- 
gined he  had  fworn  to  die  of  drinking 
anything  rather  than  fea-water:  but  the 
brandy  had  no  more  effect  upon  him  in 
the  way  of  intoxication,  than  if  it  had 
been  fea-water  in  good  earneft.  As  for 
myfelf,  I  was  too  much  engrofled  by  the 
ficknefs  at  my  ftomach  to  think  of  any 
thing  elfe.  Meanwhile,  the  fea  fwelled 
mountains  high';  the  boat  pitched  with 
fuch  violence,  as  if  it  had  been  going  to 
pieces ;  the  cordage  rattled,  the  wind 
roared  ;  the  lightning  flamed,  the  thun- 
der bellowed,  and  the  rain  defcended  in 
a  deluge :  every  time  the  veflel  was  put 
about,  we  fliiped  a  fea  that  drenched  us 
all  to  the  Ikia.  When,  by  dint  of  turn- 
ing, we  thought  to  have  cleared  the  pier- 
head, we  were  driven  to  leeward ;  and 
then  the  boatmen  themfelves  began  to 
fear  that  the  tide  would  fail  before  we 
mould  fetch  up  our  lee-way:  the  next 
trip,  however,  brought  us  into  fmeoth 
water,  and  we  were  lately  landed  on  the 
quay,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
R  2  'To 
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«  To  be  fure,*  cried  Tabby,  when  flie 

found  herfelf  on  terra  fir  ma,  '  we  irmft 

all  have  perifhed,  if  we  had  not  been 

the  particular  care  of  Providence!'— 

Yes,'  replied  my  uncle ;   '  but  I  am 

much  of  the  noneft  Highlander's  mind. 

After  he  had  made  fuch  a  paflage  as 

this,  his  friend  told  him  he  was  much 

indebted  to  Providence.  "  Certainly!" 

faid  Donald :  "  but,  by  my  faul,  mon, 

*  ITe  ne'er  trouble  Providence  again,  fo 

'  long  as  the  brig  of  Stirling  ftands!" 

You  muft  know,  the  brig,  or  bridge,  of 

Stirling,  ftands  above  twenty  miles  up  the 

River  Forth,  of  which  this  is  the  outlet. 

I  dofot  find  that  our  fquire  has  fuffered 


in  his  health  from  this  adventure :  but 
poor  Liddy  is  in  a  peakinc  way.  I  am 
afraid  this  unfortunate  giri  is  uneafy  in 
her  mind  -}  and  this  apprehenfion  dif- 
traft's  me,  for  (he  is  really  an  amiable 
creature. 

Vv  e  (hall  fet  out  to-morrow  or  next  day 
for  Stirling  and  Glafgow  ;  and  we  pro. 
pofe  to  penetrate  a  little  way  into  the 
Highlands,  before  we  1  urn  our  coui  fe  to 
the  ibuthward.  In  the  mean  time,  com- 
mend me  to  all  our  friends  round  Carfax  j 
and  believe  me  to  be  ever  yours, 

J.  MELFORD* 

EDINBURGH,  AUG.  3. 


END   OF    THE   SECOND  VOLUMI, 
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VOLUME    THE    THIRD. 


TO    DR.  LEWIS. 

\  Should  be  very  ungrateful, 
j*  dearLewis,if Ididnotfind 
myfelf  difpofed  to  think 
and  fpeak  favourably  of 
this  people,  among  whom 
I  have  met  with  morekind- 
nefs,  hofpitality,  and  rational  entertain- 
ment, in  a  few  weeks,  than  ever  I  received 
in  any  other  country  during  the  whole 
courie  of  my  life.  Perhaps,  the  gratitude 
excited  by  thele  benefits  may  interfere 
with  the  impartiality  of  my  remarks;  for 
a  man  is  as  apt  to  be  prepoffeffed  by  par- 
ticular favours  as  to  be  prejudiced  by 
private  motives  of  difguft.  if  I  am  par- 
tial, there  is,  at  leaft,  fome  merit  in  my 
conversion  f  rom  illiberal  prejudices  which 
had  grown  up  with  my  conftitution. 

The  firft  impreflions  which  an  Englim- 
man  receives  in  this  country,  will  not  con- 
tribute to  the  removal  of  his  prejudices; 
becaufe  he  refers  every  thing  he  fees  to  a 
comparifon  with  the  fame  articles  in  his 
own  country ;  and  this  comparifon  is  un- 
favourable to  Scotland  in  all  it's  exteri- 
ors, fuch  as  the  face  of  the  country  in  re- 
fpeft  to  cultivation,  the  appearance  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people,  and  the  language  of 
converfation  in  general .  I  am  not  fo  far 
convinced  by  Mr.  Lifmahago's  argu- 
ments, but  that  I  think  the  Scots  would 
<£o  well,  for  their  own  fakes,  to  adopt  the 


Englifh  idioms  and  prommciation ;  thofe 
of  them,  efpecially,  who  are  refolved  to 
pum  their  fortunes  in  South  Britain.  I 
know,  by  experience,  how  eafily  an  Eng- 
lifhman  is  influenced  by  the  ear,  and  hovr 
apt  he  is  to  laugh,  when  he  hears  his  own 
language  fpoken  with  a  foreign  or  pro- 
vincial accent.  I  have  known  a  member 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ipeak  with: 
great  •nergy  and  precifion,  without  being 
able  to  engage  attention,  becaufe  his  ob- 
fervations  were  made  in  the  Scotch  dia- 
left,  which  (no  offence  to  Lieutenant  LiC- 
mahago)  certainly  gives  a  clownifh  air 
even  to  fentiments  of  the  greateft  dignity 
and  decorum .  I  have  declared  my  opinion 
on  this  head  to  fome  of  the  moft  fenfible 
men  of  this  country,  oblerving,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  if  they  would  employ  a 
few  natives  of  England  to  teach  the  pro- 
nunciation of  our  vernacular  tongue,  in 
twenty  years  there  would  be  no  difference, 
in  point  of  dialecl,  between  the  youth  of 
Edinburgh  and  of  London. 

The  civil  regulations  of  this  kingdom 
and  metropolis  are  taken  from  very  dif- 
ferent models  fromthofe  of  England,  ex- 
cept in  a  few  particular  eftablifhments, 
the  neceffary  confequences  of  the  union. 
Their  college  of  juftice  is  a  bench  of 
great  dignity,  filled  with  judges  of  cha- 
racler  and  ability.  I  have  heard  fome 
caufes  tried  before  this  venerable  tribu- 
nal; and  was  very  much  pleaied  with  the 
pleadings  of  their  advocates,  w^o  are  by 

wo 
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IK>  means  deficient  either  in  argument  or 
elocution.  The  Scottifh  legiflation  is 
founded,  in  a  great  meafiire,  on  the  ci- 
ril  law ;  confequently,  their  proceedings 
vary  from  thofe  of  the  Engliih  tribunals} 
but  I  think  they  have  the  advantage  of 
us  in  their  method  of  examining  wit- 
nefles  apart,  and  in  the  conftitution  of 
their  jury,  by  which  they  certainly  avoid 
the  evil  which  I  mentioned  in  my  la,ft 
iro;n  Lilmahago's  obfervation. 

The  univerfity  of  Edinburgh  is  fup- 
plied  with  excellent  profeflors  in  all  the 
Sciences  ;  and  the  medical  fchool,  in  par- 
ticular, is  famous  all  over  Europe.  The 
ftndents  of  this  ait  have  the  bed  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  it  to  perfection,,  in  all 
it's  branches,  as  there  are  different  courfes 
fox  the  theory  of  medicine,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine •;  for  anatomy,  cbemijlry, 
Intatiy,  and  the  materia  medico,  over 
and  above  thofe  ofmathexaticks  and  ex- 
perimental philofophy ;  and  all  thefe  are 
given  by  men  of  diftinguifhed  talents. 

What  venders  this  part  of  education  ftill 

i'ii  t1 

more  compleat,  is  the  advantage  or  at- 
tending the  infirmary,  which  is  the  beft 
instituted  charitable  foundation  that  I 
ever  knew.  Now  we  are  talking  of  cha- 
rities, here  are  (everal  hofpitals,  exceed- 
ingly well  endowed,  and  maintained  un- 
der admirable  regulations ;  and  thefe  are 
not  only  ufeful,  but  ornamental  to  the 
city.  Among  thefe,  ,1  mail  only  men- 
tion the  general  workhoufe,  in  which  all 
the  poor,  not  otherwife  provided  for,  are 
employed,  according  to  their  different 
abilities,  with  lu<:h  judgment  and  effscl, 
that  they  nearly  maintain  themfelves  by 
their  labour;  and  there  is  not  a  beggar  to 
fee  feen  within  the  precincls  of  this  me- 
tropolis. It  was  Glafgow  that  fet  the 
«xampleof  thiseftablimment,  about  thir- 
ty ytars  ago.  Even  the  kirk  of  Scot- 
land, fo  long  reproached  with  fanaticifm 
and  canting,  abounds  at  prcfent  withmi- 
Tiifttrs  celebrated  for  their  learning,  and 
refpeclable  for  their  moderation.  I  have 
heard  their  iermons  with  equal  aftoniih- 
roent  and  pleafure.  Thegood^peopleof 
Edinburgh  nolongerthink  dirt  andcoh- 
\\ebs  t iTenlial  to  the  houi'e  of  God.  Some 
rf  their  churches  have  admitted  fuch  or- 
naments a?  would  have  excited  fedition, 
even  in  England,  a  little  more  thin  a  cen- 
tury ago;  audpfulmody  is  here  pra&ifed 
ami  taught  by  a  profelVor  from  the  ca- 
ilu-tlral  <>f  Durham.  I  mould  not  be 
iiirpri/cd,  in  a  few  years,  to  hiarjt  ac- 
coir.j.nnitd  with  an  organ. 


Edinburgh  is  a  hot-bed  of  genius. 
I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  many  authors  of  the  firft 
diftinflion ;  fuch  as  the  two  Humes,  Ro- 
bertibn,  Smith,  Wallace,  Blair,  Fergu- 
fon,  Wilkie,  &c.  and  I  have  found  them 
all  as  agreeable  in  converfation  as  they 
are  inftruclive  and  entertaining  in  their 
writings.  Thefe  acquaintances  I  owe 
to  the  friendfhip  of  Dr.  Carlyle,  who 
wants  nothing  but  inclination  to  figure 
with  the  reft  upon  paper.  The  magi- 
ftracy  of  Edinburgh  is  changed  eveiy 
year  by  election,  and  feems  to  be  very 
well  adapted  both  for  ftate  and  autho- 
rity. The  lord  pwvoft  is  equal  in  dig- 
nity to  the  lord  mayor  of  London ;  and  the 
four  bailies  are  equivalent  to  the  rank  of 
aldej-rneH.  There  is  a  dean  of  guild, 
who  takes  cognizance  of  mercantile  af- 
fairs ;  atreafurer ;  a  town-clerk ;  and  the 
council  is  compofed  of  deacons,  one  of 
whom  is  returned  every  year,  in  rotation, 
as  reprefentative  of  eveiy  company  of 
artificers  or  handicraftiinen.  Though 
this  city,  from  the  nature  of  it's  fituation, 
can  never  be  made  either  veiy  conveni- 
ent or  very  cleanly,  it  has,  neverthelefs, 
an  air  of  magnificence  that  commands 
refpeft.  The  caftle  is  an  inftance  of  the 
fublime  in  fcite  and  architefture.  It's 
fortifications  are  kept  in  good  order,  and 
there  is  always  in  it  a  garrifon  of  regular 
foldiers,  which  is  relieved  eveiy  year  j 
but  it  is  incapable  of  fuftaining  a  fiegc 
carried  on  according  to  the  modern  opera- 
tions of  war.  The  caftle-hill,  which 
extends  from  the  oiitward  gate  to  the 
\>pper  end  of  the  High  Street,  is  ufed  as 
apublick  walk  for  the  citizens,  and  com- 
mands a  profpefl,  equally  extenfive  and 
delightful,  over  the  county  of  Fifr,  on 
the  other  iide  of  the  Frith,  and  all  along 
the  fea-coaft;  which  is  covered  with  a 
fuccefhon  of  towns  that  woidd  ieeni  to 
indicate  a  confidcrable  fhare  of  com- 
merce ;  but,  if  the  truth  muft  be  told, 
thei'c  towns  have  been  falling  to  decay 
ever  fmce  the  union,  by  which  the  Scots 
wore  in  a  great  meafure  deprived  of  their 
trade  with  France.  The  palace  of  Holy-, 
rood  Houfe  is  a  iewcl  in  architecture, 
thruft  into  a  hollow  where  it  cannot  be 
iecn ;  a  fituation  which  was  certainly  not 
chofen  by  the  ingenious  architect,  who 
muft  have  been  confined  to  the  icit<:  of 
the  old  palace,  which  was  a  convent. 
.:gh  is  coni'iderably  extended  on 
.;  \\  fide,  where  there  are  divers  Hule 
elegant  iquares  built  in  the  pnglifh  i.vm- 
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tier;  and  the  citizens  have  planned  fome 
improvements  on  the  north,  which,  when 
put  in  execution,  will  add  greatly  to  the 
beauty  and  convenience  ok  this  capital. 

The  lea-port  is  Leith,  a  flourishing 
tswn,  about  a  mile  from  the  city,  in  the 
harbour  of  which  I  have  leen  above  one 
hundred  fliips  lying  ail  together.  You 
muft  know,  I  had  the  curiofity  to  crofs 
the  Frith  in  a  palfage-boat,  and  ftayed 
two  days  in  Fife,  which  is  remarkably 
fruitful  in  corn,  and  exhibits  a  fur  prizing 
number  of  fine  feats,  elegantly  built,  and 
magnificently  furnimed.  There  is  an  in- 
credible number  of  noble  houfes  in  eveiy 
part  of*  Scotland  that  I  have  leen.  Dal- 
keith.  Pinkie,  Yefter,  and  Lord  Hopton's, 
all  of  them  within  four  or  five  miles  of 
Edinburgh,  are  princely  palaces,  in  every 
one  of  which  a  fovereign  might  reiide  at 
his  eale.  I  fuppofe  the  Scots  affect  thefe 
monuments  of  grandeur.  If  I  may  be 

.  allowed  to  mingle  cenfure  with  my  re- 
marks upon  a  people  I  revere,  I  muft  ob- 
Itrve,  that  their  weak  fide  feems  to  be  va- 
nity. I  am  afraid  that  even  their  hotpi- 
tality  is  not  quite  free  of  oftentation.  I 
think  I  have  difcovered  among  them 
uncommon  pains  taken  to  dilplay  their 
fine  linen,  of  wnich,  indeed,  they  have 
greatplenty;  their  furniture,  plate,  hou(e- 
keeping,  and  variety  of  wines;  in  which 
article,  it  muft  be  owned,  they  are  pro- 
fufe,  if  not  prodigal.  A  burgher  of 
Edinburgh,  not  content  to  vie  with  a  citi- 
zen of  London,  who  has  ten  times  his 
fortune,  muft  excel  him  in  the  expence, 
as  well  as  elegance,  of  his  entertain- 
ments. 

Though  the  villas  of  the  Scotch  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  have  generally  an  air  of 
grandeur  and  itate,  I  think  their  gardens 
and  parks  are  not  comparable  to  thole  of 
England ;  a  circumftance  the  more  re- 
markable, as  I  was  told  by  the  ingenious 
•Mr.  Phillip  Miller  of  Chellea,  that  al- 

,.  moft  all  the  gardeners  of  South  Britain 
were  natives  of  Scotland.  The  verdure 
of  this  country  is  not  equal  to  that  of 
England.  The  pleafure-grounds  are, 
in  my  opinion,  not  fo  well  laid  out,  ac- 
cording to  the  genius  led ;  nor  are  the 
lawns,  and  walks,  and  hedges,  kept  in 
fuch  delicate  order.  The  trees  are  planted 
in  prudifh  rows,  which  have  not  fuch  an 
agreeable  natural  effect  as  when  they  are 
thrown  into  irregular  groupes,  with  in- 
tervening glades;  and  the  firs,  v/nich 
they  generally  raife  around  their  houfes, 


look  dull  and  funeral  in  the  fummer  fe«- 
ibn.  I  muft  confefs,  indeed,  that  they 
yield  ferviceable  timber,  and  good  fhelter 
againft  the  northern  blafts;  that  they 
grow  and  thrive  in  the  moft  barren  foil, 
and  continually  perfpire  a  fine  bali'am  of 
turpentine,  which  muft  render  the  air 
very  falutary  and  lanative  to  lungs  of  a 
tendure  texture. 

Tabby  and  I  have  been  both  fright., 
ened  in  our  return  by  fea  from  the  coaft 
of  Fife.  She  was  afraid  of  drowning, 
and  I  of  catching  cold,  in  confequence 
of  being  drenched  with  fca-water ;  but 
my  fears,  as  well  as  her's,  have  been  hap- 
pily difappointed.  She  is  now  in  perfect 
health ;  I  wifh  I  could  lay  the  fame  of 
Liddy.  Something  uncommon  is  the 
matter  with  that  poor  child ;  her  colour 
fades,  her  appetite  fails,  and  her  fpirits 
flag.  She  is  become  moping  and  melan- 
choly, and  is  often  found  in  tears.  Her 
brother  fufpects  internal  uneafmefs  on 
account  of  Wilfon,  and  denounces  ven- 
geance againft  that  adventurer.  She 
was,  it  feems,  ftrongly  affected  at  the  ball 
by  the  i'uclden  appearance  of  one  Mr. 
Gordon,  who  ftrongly  refembles  the  laid 
Wilibn  ;  but  I  am  rather  fufpiciousthat 
(he  caught  cold  by  being  overheated  with 
dancing.  I  have  confulted  Dr.  Grego- 
ry, an  eminent  phyfician  of  an  amiable 
character,  who  advifes  the  highland  air, 
and  the  ufe  of  goat-milk  whey ;  which, 
furely,  cannot  have  a  bad  effect  upon  a 
patient  who  was  born  and  bred  among 
the  mountains  of  Wales.  T.he  doctor's 
opinion  is  the  more  agreeable,  as  we  mail 
find  thofe  remedies  in  the  very  place 
which  I  propofed  as  the  utmcft  extent  of 
our  expedition ;  I  mean  the  borders  of 
Argyle. 

Mr.  Smollett,  one  of  the judges  of  the 
cominirTary  court,  which  is  now  fitting, 
has  very  kindly  indited  upon  our  lodging 
at  his  country-houfe,  on  the  banks  of 
Lough-Lomond,  about  fourteen  miles 
beyond  Glafgow.  For  this  laft  city  we 
mall  let  out  in  two  days,  and  take  Stir- 
ling in  our  way,  well  provided  with  re- 
commendations from  our  friends  at  Edin- 
burgh, whom,  Iproteft,  I  (hall leave  with 
much  regret.  lam  fo  far  from  thinking 
it  any  hardftiip  to  live  in  this  country, 
that,  if  I  was  obliged  to  lead  a  town  life, 
Edinburgh  would  certainly  be  the  head-, 
quarters-of  your  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
EDR.  AUG.  S. 

TO 
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TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

DEAR    KNIGHT, 

I  Am  now  little  fhort  of  the  Ultima 
Thule,  if  this  appellation  properly  be- 
longs to  the  Orkneys  or  Hebrides.  Thefe 
laft  are  now  lying  before  me,  to  the 
amount  of  ibme  hundreds,  {battered  up 
and  down  the  Deucalidonian  fea,  afford- 
ing the  moft  piiturelque  and  romantick 
proipeft  I  ever  beheld.  I  write  this  let- 
ter in  a  gentleman' shoufe,  near  the  town 
of  Inverary,  which  may  be  deemed  the 
capital  of  the  Weft  Highlands,  famous 
for  nothing  fo  much  as  for  the  ftately 
caltle  begun,  and  actually  covered  in, 
by  the  late  Duke  of  Argyle,  at  a  prodi- 
gious exy.er.ce;  whether  it  will  ever  be 
compleatly  finiihed,  is  a  queftion. 

But,  to  take  things  in  order.  We  left 
""Edinburgh  ten  days  ago  ;  and  the  far- 
ther north  we  proceed,  we  find  Mrs. 
Tabitha  the  lefs  manageable;  fo  that  her 
inclinations  are  not  of  the  nature  of  the 
loadftone;  they  point  not  towards  the 
pole.  What  made  her  leave  Edinburgh 
with  reluctance  at  laft,  if  we  may  believe 
her  own  affertions,  was  a  dilpute  which 
fhe  left  nnfinilhed  with  Mr.  Moffat, 
touching  the  eternity  ot  hell  torments. 
That  gentleman,  as  he  advanced  in  years, 
began  to  be  fceptical  on  this  head,  till, 
nt  length,  he  declared  open  war  againft 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  word 
eternal.  He  is  now  perfuaded,  that  eter- 
nal iignifies  no  more  than  an  indefinite 
number  of  ytars ;  and  that  the  moftenor- 
mous  firmer  may  be  quit  for  nine  mil- 
lions, nine  hundred  tb<iufand>  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety  nine  years  of  bell  fire ; 
•which  term  or  period,  as  he  very  well 
oblerves,  forms  but  an  inconiiderable 
drop,  as  it  were  in  the  ocenn  of  eter- 
nity. For  this  mitigation  he  contends, 
as  a  fyftem  agreeable  to  the  ideas  of 
£oodnels  and  mercy,  which  we  annex  to 
t'r.e  Supreme  Being.  Our  aunt  feemed 
villing  to  adopt  this  doctrine  in  favour 
of  the  wicked  ;  but  he  hinted,  that  no 
perfon  whatever  was  fo  righteous  as  to 
be  exempted  entirely  from  piimfhment 
in  a  future  ftate;  and  "that  the  molt  picus 
Chrifthn  upon  earth  might  think  him- 
fclf  very  h<t;ipy  to  get  off  for  a  faft  of 
li-ven  or  eight  thoufand  years  i  11  the  midft 
of  fire  and  biimftone.  Mrs.  Tabitha 
revolted  at  this  dogma,  which  filled  her 
3t  one;  with  hoiror  aud  indignation. 


She  had  recourfe  to  the  opinion  of  Hum- 
phry Clinker,  who  roundly  declared  it 
was  the  popifh  doctrine  of  purgatory, 
and  quoted  Scripture  in  defence  of  tha 
fire  everlafting  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels.  The  Reverend  Mefter 
Mackorkendale,  and  all  the  theologifls 
and  faints  of  that  perfuafion,  were  ccn- 
fulted,  and  fome  of  them  had  doubts 
about  the  matter;  which  doubts  and 
fcruples  had  begun  to  infect  our  aunt, 
when  we  took  our  departure  from  Edin- 
burgh. 

We  pafled  through  Linlithgow,  where 
there  was  an  elegant  royal  palace,  which 
is  now  gone  to  decay,  as  well  as  the  town 
itielf.  This,  too,  is  pretty  much  the 
cafe  with  Stirling,  though  it  ftill  boafts 
of  a  fine  old  caitle,  in  which  the  kings 
of  Scotland  were  wont  to  reiide  in  their 
minority.  But  Gkfgow  is  the  pride  of 
Scotland ;  and  indeed  it  might  very  well 
pafs  for  an  elegant  and  flourishing  city 
in  any  part  of  Chriftendom.  There  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  received  into 
the  houie  of  Mr.  Moore,  an  eminent 
furgeon,  to  whom  we  were  recommended 
by  one  of  our  friends  at  Edinburgh ;  and, 
truly,  he  could  not  have  done  us  more 
eflential  fervice.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  merry 
facetious  companion,  fenfibleand  fhrewd, 
with  a  considerable  fund  of  humour;  and 
his  wife  an  agreeable  woman,  well  bred, 
kind,  and  obliging.  Kindnefs,  which  I 
take  to  be  the  ulcnce  of  good-nature  and 
humanity,  is  the  dillinguiihing  characte- 
riftick  ot  the  Scotch  ladies  in  their  own 
country.  Our  landlord  (hewed  useverr 
thing,  and  introduced  us  to  all  the  world 
at  Gi.  '  .re,  through  his  recom- 

mendation, we  were  complimented  with 
the  freedom  of  the -town.  Conlidering 
the  trade  and  opulence  of  this  place,  it 
cannot  but  abound  with  gaiety  and  di- 
verfions.  Here  is  a  great  number  of 
young  fellows  that  rival  the  youth  of  the 
capital  in  fpirit  and  expencc  ;  and  I  was 
foon  convinced  that  all  the  ftmale  beau- 
ties of  Scotland  were  not  aflembled  at 
the  Hunter's  ball  in  Edinburgh.  The! 
town  of  Glafgow  flourishes  in  learning 
as  well  as  in  commerce.  Here  is  an  uni- 
verfity,  with  prcfcflbrs  in  all  the  diffe- 
rent branches  of  fcience,  liberally  endow- 
ed, and  iudicioully  chofen.  It  was  va- 
cation time  when  I  pafled,  fo  that  I  could 
not  entirely  fatisfy  my  curioiity;  but 
tlvir  mode;  of  education  is  certainly  pre- 
fi;:iMeto  ours  in  fome  refpccts.  The 
Itudents  are  not  left  to  the  private  in- 
llmclio* 
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ftruftion  of  tutors ;  but  taught  in,  pub- 
lick  fchools  or  clafles,  each  fcience  by 
it's  particular  profeffor  or  regent. 

My  uncle  is  inxaptures  with  Glafgow. 
He  not  only  vifited  all  the  manufactures 
of  the  place,  but  made  excurlions  all 
round  to  Hamilton,  Paifley,  ^Renfrew, 
and  every  other  place  within  a  dozen 
miles,  where  there  was  any  thing  remark- 
able to  be  feen  in  art  or  nature.  I  be- 
lieve the  exercife  occasioned  by  thefe 
jaunts  was  of  fervice  to  my  lifter  Liddy, 
whofe  appetite  andfpirits  began  to  revive. 
Mrs.  Tabitha  difplayed  her  attractions 
as  ufual,  and  actually  believed  me  had 
entangled  one  Mi'.  Maclellan,  a  rich 
inkle-manufafturer,  in  her  mares;  but 
when  matters  came  to  an  explanation,  it 
appeared  that  his  attachment  was  alto- 
gether Spiritual,  founded  upon  an  inter- 
courfe  of  devotion,  at  the  meeting  of  Mr. 
John  Welley ;  who,  in  the  courle  of  his 
evangelical  miflion,  had  come  hither  in 
perfon .  At  length,  we  fet  out  for  the  banks 
of  Lough-Lomond,  pafling  through  the 
little  borough  of  Dumbarton;  or,  as  my 
uncle  will  have  it,  Dunbritton;  where 
there  is  a  caftje,  more  curious  than  any 
thing  of  the  kind  I  had  ever  feen.  It  is 
honoured  with  a  particular  defcription  by 
the  elegant  Buchannan,  as  an  arx  inex- 
pugnabilisi  and,  indeed,  it  muft  have 
been  impregnable  by  the  ancient  man- 
ner of  befieging.  It  is  a  rock  of  confi- 
derable  extent,  ri'fmg  with  a  double  top, 
in  an  angle  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
two  rivers,  the  Clyde  and  the  Leven; 
perpendicular  and  inacceflibleon  all  fides, 
except  in  one  place  where  the  entrance  is 
fortified  ;  and  there  is  no  riling  ground  in 
the  neighbourhood  from  whence  it  could 
be  damaged  by  any  kind  of  battery, 

From  Dumbarton,  the  Weft  High- 
lands appear  in  the  form  of  huge,  dufky 
mountains,  piled  one  above  another;  but 
this  profpecl  is  not  at  all  furprizing  to  a 
native  of  Glamorgan .  We  have  fixed  our 
head-quarters  at  Cameron,  a  very  neat 
country-houfe  belonging  to  commiffary 
Smollett,  where  we  found  every  fort  of 
accommodation  we  could  defire.  It  is 
fituated  like  a  Druid'stemple,  in  a  grove 
of  oak,  clofe  by  the  fide  of  Lough-Lo- 
mond, which  is  a  furprizing  body  of  pure 
tranfpare-nt  water,  unfathomablydeep  in 
many  places,  fix  or  leven  miles  broad, 
four  and  twenty  miles  in  length,  difplay- 
ing  above  twenty  green  iflands,  covered 
with  wood;  fome  of  them  cultivated  for 
corn,  and  many  of  them  ftocked  with  red 


deer.  They  belong  to  different  gentlemen, 
whofe  feats  are  fcattered  along  the  banks 
of  the  lake,  which  are  agreeably  roman- 
tick  beyond  all  conception.  My  uncle 
and  I  have  left  the  women  at  Cameron,  as 
Mrs.  Tabitha  would  by  no  means  truft 
herfelf  again  upon  the  water,  and  to  come 
hither  it  was  neceflary  to  crofs  a  fmall  inlet 
of  the  fea,  in  an  open  ferry-boat.  This 
country  appears  more  and  more  wild  and 
favage  the  further  we  advance;  and  the 
people  are  as  different  from  the  Lowland 
Scots,  in  their  looks,  garb,  and  language, 
as  the  mountaineers  of  Brecknock  are 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Hereford /hire. 

When  the  Lowlanders  want  to  3rink  a 
chearupping-cup,  they  go  to  the  publick 
houfe,  called  the  Change  Houfe,  and  call 
for  a  chopine  of  two-penny,  which  is  a 
thin,  yeafty  beverage,  made  of  malt;  not 
quite  fo  ftrong  as  the  table-beer  of  Eng- 
land. This  is  brought  in  a  pewter  ftoop, 
fhaped  like  a  fkittle,  from  whence  it  is 
emptied  into  a  quaff ;  that  is,  a  curious 
cup  made  of  different  pieces  of  wood,  fuch 
as  box  and  ebony,  cut. into  little  ftaves, 
joined  alternately,  and  fecured  with. deli- 
cate hoops,  having  two  ears  or  handles* 
It  holds  about  a  gill,  is  fometimes  tipped 
round"  the  mouth  with  filver,  and  has  a 
plate  of  the  fame  metal  at  bottom,  with 
the  landlord's  cypher  engraved.  The 
Highlanders,  on  the  contrary,  defpife  this 
liquor,  and  regale  themfel  ves  with  whifky } 
a  malt  fpirit  as  ftrong  as  geneva,  which 
they  fwallow  in  great  quantities,  without 
any  figns  of  inebriation.  They  are  ufed 
to  it  from  the  cradle,  and  find  it  an  excel- 
lent prefervative  againft.  the  winter  cold, 
which  muft  be  extreme  on  thefe  moun- 
tains. I  am  told  that  it  is  given  with  great 
fuccefs  to  infants,  as  a  cordial  in  the  con- 
fluent fmall-pox,  when  theeruption  teems 
to  flag,  and  the  fymptoms  grow  unfa* 
vourable.  The  Highlanders  are  ufed  to 
eat  much  more  animal  food  than  falls 
to  the  mare  of  their  neighbours  in  th« 
Low  Country.  They  delight  in  hunting; 
have  plenty  of  deer  and  other  game,  with 
a  great  number  of  meep,  goats,  and  black 
cattle  running  wild,  -which  they  fcruple 
pot  to  kill  as  venilbn,  without  being  at 
much  pains  to  afcertain  the  property. 

Inveraiy  is  but  a  poor  town,  though  it 
ftan,ds  immediately  under  the  protection 
of  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  is  a  mighty 
prince  in  this  part  of  Scotland.  The 
peafants '  live  in  wretched  cabins,  and 
feem  very  poor;  but  the  gentlemen  are 
tolerably  well  lodged,  and  fo  loving  to 
S  ftrangers, 
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ftrangers,  that  a  man  runs  feme  rifqueof 
liis  life  from  their  hofpitality.  It  muft  be 
obferved  that  the  poor  Highlanders  are 
now  feen  to  difadvantage.  They  have 
been  not  only  difarmed  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, but  alfo  deprived  of  their  ancient 
garb,  which  was  both  graceful  and  con- 
venient ;  and  what  is  a  greater  hardfhip 
ftill,  they  are  compelled  to  wear  breeches ; 
a  reftraint  which  they  cannot  bear  with 
ariy  degree  of  patience:  indeed,  the  ma- 
jority wear  them,  not  in  their  proper  place, 
but  oil  poles  or  long  Itaves  over  their 
moulders.  They  are  even  debarred  the  ufe 
cf  their  itriped  ftufF,  called  Tartane,  which 
was  their  own  manufacture,  prized  by 
them  above  all  the  velvets,  brocades,  and 
tillues,  of  Europe  and  Afia.  They  now 
lounge  along  in  loofe  great  coats,  of 
coarfe  rulTet,  equally  mean  and  cumber- 
fome,  and  betray  manifeft  marks  of  de- 
ie£Hon.  Certain  it  is  the  government 
could  not  have  taken  a  more  effectual  me- 
thod to  break  their  national  fpirit. 

We  have  had  princely  fport  in  hunting 
the  ftag  on  thefe  mountains.  Thefe  are 
the  lonely  hills  of  Morven,  where  Fingal 
and  his  heroes  enjoyed  the  fame  paftime. 
I  feel  an  enthufiartick  pleafure  when  I 
furvey  the  brown  heath  Ofiian  was  wont  to 
tread,  and  hearthe  wind  whiftle  through 
the  bending  grafs.  When  I  enter  our 
landlord's  hall,  I  look  for  the  fufpended 
harp  of  that  divine  bard,  and  Men  in 
hopes  of  hearing  the  aerial  found  of  his 
reipe&ed  fpirit.  The  Poems  of  OfTian  are 
in  every  mouth.  A  famous  antiquarian  of 
this  country,  the  Laird  of  Macf arlane,  at 
•whofe  houle  we  dined  a  few  days  ago,  can 
repeat  them  all  in  the  original  Gaelick, 
which  has  a  great  affinity  to  the  Welm, 
not  only  in  the  general  found,  but  alfo  in 
a  great  number  of  radical  words;  and  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  they  are  both 
fpmng  from  the  fame  origin.  I  was  not  a 
little  furpri zed,  when  afking  a  Highlander 
one  day,  if  he  knew  where  we  fliould  find 
any  game,  he  replied — '  Hu  niel  Saffe- 
lich  f« 


,''  which  fignirlcs  no  Englijb:  the 
very  fame  anfwer  I  mould  have  re- 
ceived from  a  Wellhman,  and  almoft  in 
the  Came  words.  The  Highlanders  have 
no  other  name  for  the  people  of  the  Low 
Country,  brrt  Saffenagh,  or  Saxons;  a 
ftrong  prcfiunpticn,  that  the  Lowland 
S  ots  and  the  En^lifh  are  derived  from 
the  fame  ftork.  The  peafants  of  thefe 
hills  Strongly  rc-IlmMe  thole  of  Wales  in 
tlnitr  looks,  their  manners,  and  habita- 


tions ;  every  thing  I  fee,  and  hear,  and  fsef< 
feems  Wellh.  The  mountains,  vales,  and 
itreamsj  the  air  and  climate;  the  beefy 
mutton,  and  game,  are  all  Welm.  It  mult 
be  owned,  however,  that  this  people  are 
better  provided  than  we  in  fome  articles. 
They  have  plenty  of  red  deer  and  roe- 
buck, which  are  fat  and  delicious  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year.  Their  lea  teems  with 
amazing-  quantities  of  the  fir.elt  iilh  in 
the  world;  and  they  find  means  to  pro- 
cure very  good  claret  at  a  very  fmall  ex- 
pence. 

Our  landlord  is  a  man  of  confeque/ic« 
in  this  part  of  the  country ;  a  cadet  from 
the  family  cf  Argyle,  and  hereditary  cap- 
tain of  one  of  his  caftles.  His  name  in 
plain  Englifh  is  Dougal  Campbell;  but 
as  there  is  a  great  number  of  the  fame 
appellation,  they  are  dilHnguifhed  (like 
the  Welm)  by  patron  yrnicks;  and,  as  I 
have  known  anancient  Briton  called  Ma- 
doc  ap-Morgan,  ap- Jenkins,  ap- Jones, 
our  Highland  chief  deiigns  himfelf  Dou'l 
Mac-ami/h  mac-'oul  ich-ian,  iignifying 
Dougal,  the  fon  of  James,  the  fon  of 
Dougal,  the  fon  of  John.  He  has  travelled 
in  the  courfe  of  his  education,  and  is  dif- 
pofed  to  make  certain  alterations  in  his 
domeftick  ceconomy;  but  he  finds  itim- 
poflible-to  abolifh  the  ancient  cuftoms  of 
the  family,  fome  of  which  r.re  ludicrous 
enough.  His  piper,  for  example,  who  is 
an  hereditary  officer  of  the  houfhold,  will 
not  p-irt  with  the  leaft  panicle  of  his  pri- 
vileges. He  has  a  right  to  wear  the  kilt, 
or  ancient  Highland  drefs,  with  the  purfe, 
piftol,  and  dmk :  a  broad  yellow  rib- 
band, fixed  to  the  chanter-pipe,  is  thrown 
over  his  moulder,  and  trails  along  thft. 
ground,  while  he  performs  the  function 
of  his  minltrelfyj  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  is 
analogous  to  the  pennon  or  flag  which 
was  formerly  earned  before  every  knight 
in  battle.  He  plays  before  the  laird  every 
Sunday  in  his  way  to  the  kirk,  which  he 
circles  three  times,  performing  the  family 
march,  which  implies  defiance  to  ail  the 
enemies  of  the  clan;  and  every  morning 
he  plays  a  full  hour  by  the  clock,  in  the 
gTntt hall,  marching  backwards  and  for- 
wards all  the  time,  with  a  folemn  pace, 
attended  by  the  laird's  kinfmen,  who  fccm 
much  delighted  with  the  mufic.  In  this 
exercife,  he  indulges  them  with  a  variety 
of  pibrachs  or  airs,  fuited  to  thecti: 
pamou*,  which  he  would  either  excite  or 
afliiage. 

Mi\  Campbell  himfelf,  who  performs 
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Ifery  well  pn  the  violin,  has  an  invincible 
antipathy  to  the  found  of  the  Highland 
f?ag-pipe,  which  fings  in  the  nofe  with  a. 
mod  alarming  twang,  and,  indeed,  is  quite 
intolerable  to  ears  of  common fenfibility, 
when  aggravated  by  the  echo  of  a  vaulted 
hall.  He  therefore  begged  the  piper  would 
have  fome  mercy  upon  him,  and  difpenfe 
with  this  parjt  pf  the  morning  fervice. 
A  confutation  of  the  clan  being  held  on 
this  occafion,  it  was  unanimoutly  agreed, 
that  the  laird's  requeft  could  not  be 
granted  without  a  dangerous  encroach- 
ment upon  thecuftoms  of  the  family.  The 
piper  declared  he  could  not  give  up  for  a 
moment  the  privilege  he  derived  from  his 
anceftors;  nor  would  the  laird's  relations 
forego  an  entertainment  which  they  va- 
lued above  all  others.  There  wns  no  re- 
jnedy;  Mr.  Campbell,  being  obliged  to 
acquiefce,  is  fain  to  ftop  his  ears  with 
Cotton,  to  fortify  his  head  with  three  or 
four  night-caps,  ami  every  morning  re- 
tire into  the  penetralia  of  his  habitation, 
in  order  to  avoid  this  diurnal  annoyance. 
When  the  mulick  ceafes,  he  produces 
himlclf  at  an  open  window  that  looks  into 
the  court-yard,  which  is  by  this  time 
filled  with  a  crowd  of  his  vaflals  and  de- 
pendents, who  worfhip  his  firft  appear- 
ance, by  uncovering  their  heads,  and  bow- 
ing  to  the  earth  with  the  moft  humble 
jjroftration.  As  all  thefe  people  have  fome- 
thing  to  communicate  in  the  way  of  pro- 
r-oial,  complaint,  or  petition,  they  wait 
patiently  till  the  laird  comes  forth,  and, 
following  him  in  his  walks,  are'favoured 
each  with  a  fhort  audience  in 'his  turn. 
Two  days  ago,  he  difpatched  above  an 
hundred  different  folicitors,  in  walking 
with  us  to  fhe  honfe  of  a  neighbouring 
gentleman,  where  we  dined  by  invitation. 
Our  landlord's  houfe-keeping  is  equally 
rough  and  hofpi table,  and  favours  much 
of  the  frmpiicky  of  ancient  times:  the 
great  hall,  paved  with  flat  Hones,  is  about 
forty-five  feet  by  twenty-fwo,  and  ferves 
not  only  for  a  dining-room,  but  alib  for 
a  bed-chamber  to  gentlemen-dependents 
and  hangers-on  of  the  family.  A_t  night 
half  a  dozen  qccafional  beds  are  ranged 
on  each  fide  along  the  wall.  Thefe  are 
made  of  frefh  heath,  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  anddifpo&din  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
make  a  very  agreeable  couc  h,  where  they 
fie,  without  any  other  covering  than  the 
plaid.  My  uncle  and  I  were  indulged 
with  leparate  chambers  and  down  beds, 
which  we  begged  to  exchange  for  a  layer 
of  heathj  and  indeed  I  never  flept  fo  much 


to  my  fatisfaclion.  It  was  not  only  foft 
and  elaftick,  but  the  plant,  being  in 
flower,  diffufcd  an  agreeable  fragrance, 
which  is  wonderfully  refreshing  and  re- 
ftorative. 

Yefterday  we  were  invited  to  the  fune-' 
ral  of  an  old  lady,  the  grandmother  of  a 
gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
found  o urfelves  in  the  nudil  of  fifty  peo- 
ple, who  were  regaled  with  a  fumptuous 
feaft,  accompanied  by  the  muiick  of  a 
dozen  pipers.  In  ihort,  this  meeting  had 
all  -the  air  of  a  grand  fellival;  and  the 
guefts  did  fuch  honour  to  the  entertain- 
ment, that  many  of  them  could  not  ftahd 
when  we  were  reminded  of  the  bufinefs 
on  which  we  had  met.  The  company 
forthwith  taking  horie,  rode  in  a  very  ir- 
regular cavalcade  to  the  place  of  inter- 
ment, a  church,  at  thediftance  of  two  long 
miles  from  the  caitle.  On  our  arrival, 
however,  we  found  we  had  committed  a 
finale  overfight,  in  leaving  the  corpfe  be- 
hind j  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  whet! 
about,  and  met  the  old  gentlewoman  half 
way,  carried  upon  poles  by  the  nearelt 
relations  of  her  family,  and  attended  by 
the  coronach,  compofed  of  a  multitude  of 
-  old  hags,  who  tore  their  hair,  beat  their 
breafts,  and  howled  moft  hideoufly.  At 
the  grave,  the  orator,  or  fenachie,  pro- 
nounced the  panegyritk  of  the  defi.nct, 
every  period  being  confirmed  by  a  yell  of 
the  coronach.  The, body  was  committed  to 
the  earth,  the  pipers  play  ing  a  pibroch  all 
the  time;  arid  ail  the  company  ftanding 
uncovered.  The  ceremony  was  clole4 
with  the  difcharge  of  piltols;  then  we  re- 
turned to  the  caftle,  relumed  the  bottle, 
and  by  midnight  there  was  not  a  fober 
perfon  in  the  family,  the  females  excepted. 
The  fquire  and  I  were,  with  fome  diffi- 
culty, permitted  to  retire  with  our  land.- 
lord  in  the  evening;  but  our  entertainer 
was  a  little  chagrined  at  our  retreat  5  and 
afterwards  feemed  to  think  it  adifparage- 
menttohis  family,  that  not  above  a  hun- 
dred gallons  of  whifky  had  been  drank, 
upon  fuch  a  folemn  occafion.  This  morn- 
ing we  got  up  by  four  to  hunt  the  roe- 
buck, and  in  half  an  hour  found  break- 
faft  ready  ferved  in  the  hall .  The  hunters 
coniifted  of  Sir  George  Colquhoun  and 
me,  as  Grangers,  (my  uncle  not  chufing 
to  be  of  the  party)  of  the  laird  In  fe rfon, 
the  laird's  brother,  the  laird's  brother's 
fen,  the  laird's  Jifer's  Jon,  the  Mrd\t 
father''!  brother'' s  fan,  r.nd  all  theii-fcjte r  , 
brothers,  who  are  counted  parcel  of  the 
family:  but  we  were  attended  by  an  in- 
S  a  finite 
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finite  number  of  Gaetlys,  or  ragged  High- 
landers, without  fhoes  or  dockings. 

The  following  articles  formed  our 
morning's  repaft :  one  kit  of  boiled  eggs ; 
a  fe:ond,  full  of  butter;  a  third,  full  of 
cream;  an  entire  cheefe,  made  of  goat's 
milk ;  a  large  earthen  pot  full  of  honey; 
the  beft  part  of  a  ham;  a  cold  venifon 
pafty ;  a  bufhel  of  oatmeal,  made  in  thin 
cakes  and  bannocks,  with  a  fmall  wheaten 
loaf  in  the  middle  for  the  ftrangers;  a 
large  ftone  bottle  full  of  whifky,  another 
of  brandy,  and  a -kilderkin  of  ale.  There 
was  a  ladle  chained  to  the  cream  kit,  with 
curious  wooden  bickers  to  be  filled  from 
this  refervoir.  The  (pints  were  drank  out 
of  a  filver  quaff,  and  the  ale  out  of  horns. 
Great  juftire  was  done  to  the  collation  by 
the  guefts  in  general;  one  of  them  in  par- 
ticular ate  above  two  dozen  of  hard  eggs, 
with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  bread, 
butter,  and  honey;  nor  was  one  drop  of 
liquor  left  upon  the  board.  Finally,  a 
large  roll  of  tobacco  was  prefented  by  way 
ctf.  deffert,  and  every  individual  took  a 
"comfortable  quid,  to  prevent  the  bad 
a.  effects  of  the  morning  air.  We  had  a  fine 
chace  over  the  mountains,  after  a  roe- 
buck, which  we  killed,  and  I  got  home 
time  enough  to  drink  tea  with  Mrs. 
Campbell  and  our  fquire.  To-mprrow 
we  let  out  on  our  return  for  Cameron. 
We  propofe  to  crofs  the  Frith  of  Clyde, 
and  take  the  towns  of  Greenock  and  Port 
Glafgow  in  our  way.  This  circuit  being 
finished,  we  mall  turn  our  faces  to  the 
foutli ,  and  follow  the  fun  with  augmented 
velocity,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  reft  of  the 
autumn  in  England,  where  Boreas  is  not 
quite  fo  biting  as  he  begins  already  to  be 
on  the  tops  of  thefe  northern  hills.  But 
our  progrefs  from  place  to  place  mall 
continue  to  be  fpecified  in  thefe  detached 
journals  of,  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
ARGYLESHIUE,  SEPT.  3. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

PtAK    PTCK, 

AB  O  U  T  a  fortnight  is  now  elapfed 
fmce  we  left  the  capital  of  Scotland, 
directing  our  courfe  towards  Stirling, 
where  we  lay.  The  caftle  of  this  place  is 
fuch  another  as  that  of  Edinburgh,  and 
affords  a  furprizing  profpecl  of  the  wind- 
ings of  the  River  Forth,  whic'i  are  Ibex - 
traooliuary,  that  the  diftance  from  hence 


HUMPHRY    CLINKER. 


to  Alloa  by  land  is  but  four  miles,  andf 
by  water  it  is  twenty-four.  Alloa  5b  a 
neat  thriving  town,  that  depends  in  a 
great  meafure  on  the  commerce  of  Glaf- 
gow, the  merchants  of  which  fend  hither 
tobacco  and  other  articles,  to  be  depoiited 
in  warehoufes  for  exportation  from  the 
Frith  of  Forth.  In  our  way  hither  we 
vifited  a  flourishing  iron-work ;  where, 
inftead  of  burning  wood,  they  ufe  coal, 
which  they  have  the  art  of  dealing  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  frees  it  from  the  ful- 
phur,  that  would  otherwife  render  the 
metal  too  brittle  for  working.  Excellent 
coal  is  found  in  almolt  every  part  of 
Scotland. 

The  foil  of  this  diftrift  produces  fcarce 
any  other  grain  but  oats  and  barley ;  per- 
haps becaufe  it  is  poorly  cultivated,  and 
almoft  altogether  uninclofed.  The  few 
inclofures  they  have  confift  of  paltry 
walls  of  loofe  ftones  gathered  from  the 
fields,  which  indeed  they  cover,  as  if  they 
had  been  fcattered  on  purpofe.  When  I 
exprefled  my  furprize  that  the  peafants 
did  not  difencumber  their  grounds  of 
thefe  ftones,  a  gentleman,  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  theory  as  well  as  practice  of 
fanning,  aflured  me  that  the  ftones,  far 
from  being  prejudicial,  were  ferviceable 
to  the  crop.  This  philofopher  had  or- 
dered a  field  of  his  own  to  be  cleared, 
manured,  and  fown  with  barley,  and  the 
produce  was  more  fcanty  than  before. 
He  caufed  the  ftones  to  be  replaced,  and 
next  year  the  crop  was  as  good  as  ever. 
The  ftones  were  removed  a  fecond  time, 
and  the  harveft  failed  :  they  were  again 
brought  back,  and  the  ground  retrieved 
it's  fertility.  The  fame  experiment  has 
been  tried  in  different  parts  of  Scotland 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.  Aftonifhed  at  this 
information,  I  delired  to  know  in  what 
manner  he  accounted  for  this  ftrange 
phenomenon  ;  and  he  faid  there  were 
three  ways  in  which  the  ftones  might  be 
ferviceable.  They  might  poffibly  reftiain 
an  excefsin  the  perfpiration  of  the  earth, 
analogous  to  colliquative  fweats,  by  which 
the  human  body  is  fometimes  wafted  and 
confumed:  they  might  a£l  as  fo  many 
fences  to  proteft  the  tender  blade  from 
the  piercing  winds  of  the  fpring  ;  or,  by 
multiplying  the  reflection  of  the  fun, 
they  might  increafe  the  warmth,  fo  as  to 
mitigate  the  natural  chilnefs  of  the  foil 
and  climate.  But,  furely,  this  excefuve 
perfpiration  might  be  more  effectually 
checked  by  different  kinds  of  manure, 
fuch  as  afhes,  lime,  chalk,  or  marl,  of 

which. 
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which  laft,  it  feems,  there  are  many  pits 
in  this  kingdom.  As  for  the  warmth,  it 
would  be  much  more  equally  obtained  by 
inclofures ;  one  half  of  the  ground  which 
is  now  covered  would  be  retrieved ;  the 
cultivation  would  require  lefs  labour; 
and  the  plows,  harrows,  and  horfes, 
would  not  iuffer  half  the  damage  which 
they  now  fuftain. 

Thefe  north- weftern  parts  are  by  no 
means  fertile  in  corn :  the  ground  is  na- 
turally barren  and  moorifti .  The  peafants 
are  poorly  lodged,  meagre  in  their  looks, 
mean  in  their  apparel,  and  remarkably 
dirty.  This  laft  reproach  they  might 
eafily  wafh  off,  by  means  of  thofe  lakes, 
rivers,  and  rivulets  of  pure  water,  with 
which  they  are  fo  liberally  fupplied  by 
nature.  Agriculture  cannot  be  expected 
"to  flourifh  where  the  farms  are  fmall,  the 
leafes  fhort,  and  the  hufbandman  begins 
upon  a  rack-rent, without  a  fuiiicientftock 
to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  improvement. 
The  granaries  of  Scotland  are  the  banks 
of  the  Tweed ;  the  coxmties  of  Eaft  and 
Mid-Lothianj  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  in 
Perthfhire,  equal  in  fertility  to  any  part 
of  England;  and  fome  tracts  in  Aber- 
deen/hire and  Murray ;  where,  I  am  told, 
the  harveft  is  more  early  than  in  North- 
umberland, although  they  lie  above  two 
degrees  farther  north .  I  have  a  ftrong  cu  - 
riofity  to  vifit  many  places  beyond  the 
Forth  and  theTay,  fuch  as  Perth,  Dun- 
dee, Montrofe,  and  Aberdeen,  which  are 
towns  equally  elegant  and  thriving  5  but 
thefeafon  is  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of 
this  addition  to  my  original  plan. 

I  am  fo  far  happy  as  to  have  feen 
Glafgow,  which,  to  the  beftof  my  recol- 
lection and  judgment,  is.one  of  the  prct- 
tieft  towns  in  Europe ;  and,  without  all 
doubt,  it  is  one  of  the  moft  tlouriming  in 
Great  Britain.  In  fhort,  it  is  a  perfe6t 
bee-hive  in  point  of  induftry.  It  ftands 
partly  on  a  gentle  declivity;  'but  the 
greateft  part  of  it  is  in  a  plain,  watered  by 
the  River  Clyde.  The  fheetiare  ftraight, 
open,  airy,  and  well  paved;  and  the 
houfes  lofty,  and  well  built  of  hewn- 
ftone.  At  the  upper -end  of  the  town 
there  is  a  venerable  cathedral,  that  may 
be  compared  with  York-minfter  or  Weft- 
minfter;  and  about  the  middle  of  the 
defcent  from  this  to  the  Crofs  is  the  Col- 
lege, a  refpectable  pile  of  building,  with 
all  manner  of  accommodation  for  the 
profeffors  and  ftudents,  including  an  ele- 
gant library,  and  an  obfervatory  well 
provided  with  aftronomical  iaftruments. 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  is  faid  to 
amount  to  thirty  thoufand ;  and  marks 
of  opulence  and  independency  appear  in 
every  quarter  of  this  commercial  city  j 
which,  however,  is  not  without  it's  in- 
conveniences and  defects.  The  water  of 
their  pubiick  pumps  is  generally  hard  and 
brackifn,  an  imperfection  the  leis  ex- 
cufable,  as  the  River  Clyde  runs  by  their 
doors,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town; 
and  there  are  rivulets  and  fprings  above 
the  cathedral,  fufficient  to  fill  a  large  re- 
fervoir  with  excellent  water,  which  might 
be  thence  diftributed  to  all  the  different 
parts  of  the  city.  It  is  of  more  conie- 
quence  to  confult  the  health  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  this  article,  than  to  employ  lb 
much  attention  in  beautifying  their  tovni 
with  new  ftreets,  fquares,  and  churches. 
Another  defeft,  net  fo  eafily  remedied,  is 
the  fhallownefs  of  the  river,  which  will 
not  float  veflels  of  any  burden  within  ten 
or  twelve  miles  of  the  city  ;  fo  that  the 
merchants  are  obliged  to  load  and  unload 
their  mips  at  Greenock  and  Port  Glaf- 
gow,  fituated  about  fourteen  miles  nearer 
the  month  of  the  Frith,  where  it  is  about 
two  miles  broad. 

The  people  of  Glafgow  have  a  noble 
fpirit  of  enterprize.  Mr.  Moore,  a  fur- 
geon,  to  whom  I  was  recommended  from 
Edinburgh,  introduced  me  to  all  the 
principal  merchants  of  the  place.  Here  I 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cochran, 
who  may  be  ftiled  one  of  the  fages  of  this 
kingdom.  He  was  firft  magistrate  at  the 
time  of  the  laft  rebellion.  I  fat  as  mem- 
ber when  he  was  examined  in  the  Hqufe 
of  Commons  ;  upon  which  occafion  Mr. 

P obfcrved  he  had  never  heard  liich 

a  fenfible  evidence  given  at  that  bar.  I 
was  alfo  introduced  to  Dr.  John  Gordon, 
a  patriot  of  a  truly  Roman  fpirit,  who  is 
the  father  of  the  linen  manufacture  in 
this  place,  and  was  a  great  promoter  of 
the  city  workhoufe,  infirmary,  and  other 
works  of  pubiick  utility.  Had  he  lived 
in  ancient  Rome,  he  would  have  been 
honoured  with  a  ftatue  at  the  pubiick  ex- 
pence.  I  moreover  converted  with  one 
Mr.  G — fsf — d,  whom  I  take  to  be  one 
of  the  greateft  merchants  in  Europe.  In 
the  laft  war,  he  is  faid  to  have  had  at  one 
time  five  and  twenty  (hips,  with  their 
cargoes,  his  own  property,  and  to  have 
traded  for  above  half  a  million  fterling 
a  year.  The  laft  war  was  a  fortunate  pe- 
riod for  the  commerce  of  Glafgow.  The 
merchants,'  considering  that  their  fhips 
bound  for  America,  launching  out  at 

once 
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once  into  the  Atlantick  by  the  north  of 
Ireland,  purfued  a  track  very  little  fre- 
quented by  privateers,  refolved  to  inliire 
one  another,  and  faved  a  very  confider- 
able  fum  by  this  refolution,  as  few  or 
none  of  their  fhips  were  taken.  You 
imul  know  I  have  a  fort  of  national  at- 
tachment to  this  part  of  Scotland.  The 
great  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Monagh, 
the  River  Clyde,  and  other  particulars 
t!.;it  iinack  of  our  Welfh  language  and 
cuftoms,  contribute  to  flatter  me  with 
the  notion  that  thefe  people  are  the  def- 
cendants  of  the  Britons,  who  once  pof- 
fefled  this  country.  Without  all  queftion, 
this  was  a  Cumbrian  kingdom  :  it's  ca- 
pital was  Dumbarton,  (a  corruption  of 
Dumbritton)  which  (till  exifts  as  a  royal 
borough,  at  the  influx  of  the  Clyde  and 
Leven,  ten  miles  below  Glafgow.  The 
lame  neighbourhood  gave  birth  to  St. 
Patrick,  the  apoftle  of  Ireland,  at  a  place 
where  there  is  ftili  a  church  and  village, 
which  retain  his  name.  Hard  by  are 
feme  veftiges  of  the  famous  Roman  wall, 
built  in  the  reign  of  Antonine,  from  the 
Clyde  to  the  Forth,  and  fortified  with 
catties,  to  reltrain  the  incurfions  of  the 
Scots  or  Caledonians,  who  inhabited  the 
Weft  Highlands.  In  a  line  parallel  to  this 
wall,  the  merchants  of  Glaigow  have  de- 
termined to  mabe  a  navigable  canal  be- 
twixt the  two  Friths,  which. will  be  of 
incredible  advantage  to  their  commerce, 
in  trani'porting  merchandize  from  one 
fide  of  the  ifland  to  the  other. 

From  Glafgow  we  travelled  along 
the  Clyde,  which  is  a  delightful  (beam, 
adorned  on  both  fides  with  villas,  towns, 
and  villages.  Here  is  no  want  of  groves 
and  meadows,  and  corn-fields  interfperf- 
ed ;  but  on  this  fide  of  Glafgow  there  is 
little  other  grain  than  outs  and  barky  ; 
the  firft  are  much  better,  the  laft  much 
worfe,  than  thofe  of  the  fame  fpccies  in 
England.  I  wonder  there  is  fb  little  rye, 
\vhich  is  a  grain  that  will  thrive  in  al- 
moft  any  foil  5  and  it  is  ftill  more  fur- 
pii/i)1.;,  thnt  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
ihoul  '  be  fo  much  neglected-in  the  High  • 
lands,  where  the  poor  people  ha . 
meal  enough  to  fupply  them  with 
through  the  winter.  On  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  are  the  towns  of  Paifley  and 
Renfrew.  The  firft,  from  an  :r- •"•  fic'ie- 
rable  village,  is  become  one  of  the  molt 
flourifhing  places  of  the  kingdom,  en- 
riched by  the  linen,  cambrick,  flowered 
lawn,  and  filk  manufactures.  It  wns 
formerly  noted  for  a  rich  mpiiaftsiy  of 


the  monks  of  Clugny,  who  wrote  the  £u 
mous  Scoti-Cbronicon,  called  The  Black 
Book  of  Pat/ley.  The  old  abbey  ftill  re- 
mains, converted  into  a  dwelling-houfc, 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Dundonald. 
Renfrew  is  a  pretty  town,  on  the  banks 
of  Clyde,  capital  of  the  mire,  which 
was  heretofore  the  patrimony  of  the  Stuart 
family,  and  gave  the  title  of  Baron  to  the 
king's  eldeft  fon,  which  is  ftill  aflumed  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  Clyde  we  left  a  little  on  our  left- 
hand  at  Dunbrittoil,  where  it  widens  into 
an  aeftuary  or  frith,  being  augmented  by 
the  influx  of  the  Leven.  On  this  fpot 
ftands  the  caftle  formerly  called  Alcluyd,. 
wa/hed  by  thefe  two  rivers  on  all  iidcs, 
except  a  narrow  ifthmus,  which  at  every 
fpring- tide  is  overflowed.  The  whole  is  a 
great  ciiriofity,  from  the  quality  and  form 
cf  the  rock,  as  well  as  from  the  nature  of 
it's  fituation.  We  now  crofled  the  water 
of  Leven,  which,  though  nothing  near  fo 
considerable  as  the  Clyde,  is  much  more 
tranfparcnt,  paitoral,  and  delightful. 
This  charming  ftream  is  the  outlet  of 
Lough-Lomond,  and  through  a  tra£t  of 
four  miles  purfues  it's  winding  comic* 
murmuring  over  a  bed  of  •  pebbles,  till 
it  joins  the  Frith  at  Dunbritton.  A  very 
little  above  it's  fource,  on  the  lake,  Itands 
the  Houfe  of  Cameron,  belonging  toMr« 
Smollett,  fo  embofomed  in  an  oak  wood, 
that  we  did  not  fee  it  till  we  were  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  door.  I  have  feen  the 
Lago  di  Garda,  Albano,  De  Vico,  Bol- 
fena,  and  Geneva;  and,  upon  my  ho- 
nour, I  prefer  Lough -Lomond  to  them, 
all ;  a  preference  which  is  certainly  owing 
to  the  verdant  iflands  that  ietm  to  float 
upon  it's  fuiface,  affording  the  moft  en- 
chintingobjeclsof  repofe  to  the  excurfiuB 
view.  Nor  are  the  banks  deititute  of 
beauties,  which  even  partake  of  the  fu- 
blime.  On  this  fide  they  difplay  a  i'weet 
variety  of  woodland,  corn-fields,  and 
paihire,  with  feveral  agreeable  - 
emerging,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  lake,  till, 
at  fo;iic  diftance,  the  profpect  terminates 
in  huge  mountains  covered  with  heath, 
which  being  in  bloom,  affords  a  very  rich 
covering  of  purple.  Every  thing  hero  is 
romantick  beyond  imagination.  This 
country  is  jullly  ftiled  the  Arcadia  of 
Scotland ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  it  may 
vie  with  Arcadia  in  every  thing  but  cli-r 
mate :  I  am  fure  it  excels  it  in  verdure, 
wood,  and  water.  What  fay  you  to  a 
natural  bafon  of  pure  water,  near  thirty 
milts  long,  and  in  fome  places  five  a 
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miles  broad,  and  in  many  above  a  hun- 
dred fathom  deep,  having  four  and  twenty 
habitable  illands,  feme  of  them  ftocked 
with  deer,  and  all  of  them  covered  with 
wcod ;  containing  immenfe  quantities  of 
delicious  fifh,  falmon,  pike,  trout,  perch, 
flounders,  eels,  and  powans,  the  laft  a 
delicate  kind  of  frefli- water  herring  pe- 
culiar to  this  lake }  and,  finally,  commu- 
nicating with  the  fea,  by  fending  off  the 
Leven,  through  which  all  thofe  Ipecies 
(except  the  powan)  make  their  exit  and 
entrance  occafionally. 

Inclofed  I  fend  you  a  copy  of  a  little 
ode  to  this  river,  by  Dr.  Smollett,  who 
was  born  on  the  banks  of  it,  within  two 
miles  of  the  place  where  I  am  now  writ- 
ing. It  is  at  leaft  picturefque  and  accu- 
rately defcriptive,  if  it  has  no  other  me- 
fit.  There  is  an  idea  of  truth  in  an 
agreeable  landfcape  taken  from  nature, 
which  pleafes  me  more  than  the  gayeft 
fi6tion  which  the  moft  luxuriant  fancy 
can  difplay. 

I  have  other  remarks  to  make  5  but, 
as  my  paper  is  full,  I  muft  referve  them 
till  the  next  occafion.  I  mall  only  ob- 
.  ferve  at  prefent,  that  I  am  determined  to 
penetrate  at  leaft  forty  miles  into  the 
Highlands,  which  now  appear  like  a  vaft 
fantaftick  vifion  in  the  clouds,  inviting 
the  approach  of  yours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBIE. 
CAMERON,  Aus.  2,8. 

ODE  TO  LEVEN -WATER. 

/"JN  Leven's  banks,  while  free  to  rove, 

And  tune  the  rural  pipe  to  love} 
I  envied  not  the  happieft  Twain, 
That  ever  trod  the  Arcadian  plain. 

Pureftream!  in  whofe  tranfparent  wave 

My  youthful  limbs  1  wont  to  lave; 

No  torrents  {lain  thy  limpid  fourcej 

No  rocks  impede  thy  dimpling  courfe,  • 

That  fweetly  warbles  oVr  it's  bed, 

With  white,  round,  polifh'd  pebbles  fpread  j 

While,  lightly  pois'd,  the  fcaly  brood 

In  myriads  cleave  thy  cryflal  flood  : 

Thefpringing  trout  in  fpeckled  pride; 

Thefslmon,  monarch  of  the  tide; 

The  ruthle.fs  pike,  intent  on  war  j 

The  filvereel,  and  mottled  par*. 

Devolving  from  thy  parent  lake, 
A  charming  maze  thy  waters  make, 
By  bow'rs  of  birch,  and  groves  'of  pine, 
And  hedges  fljwer'd  with  eglantine. 


Still  on  thy  banks,  fo  jayly  green, 
May  num'rous  herds  and  flocks  be  feenj 
And  lafles  chanting  o'er  the  pail, 
And  fhepherds  piping  in  the  dale, 
And  ancient  faith  that  knows  no  guile. 
And  induftry  embrown'd  with  toil, 
And  hearts  refolv'd,  and  hands  preparM, 
The  bleffings  they  enjoy  to  guard. 


TO    DR.    LEVVI3. 

DEAR   DOCTOR, 

IF  I  was  difpofed  to  be  critical,  I  mould 
fay  this  Houfe  of  Cameron  is  too 
near  the  lake,  which  approaches,  on  one 
fide,  to  within  fix  or  ieven  yards  of  the 
window.  It  might  have  been  placed 
in  a  higher  fite,  which  would  haveaf-* 
forded  a  more  extenfive  profpecl,  and  a 
drier  atmoiphere ;  but  this  imperfection 
is  not  chargeable  on  the  prelent  propri- 
etor, who  purchafed  it  ready  .built,  ra- 
ther than  be  at  the  trouble  of  repairing  hia 
own  family-houfe  of  Bonhill,  which 
ftands  two  miles  from  hence  on  the  Le- 
yen,  fo  furrounded  with  plantation,  that 
it  ufed  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Mavis  (or  thrum)  Neft.  Above  that 
houfe  is  a  romantick  glen  or  clift  of  a 
mountain  covered  with  hanging  woods, 
having  at  bottom  a  ftream  of  fine  water 
that  forms  a  number  of  caf cades  in  it's 
defcent  to  join  the  Leven ;  fo  that  the 
fg.ene  is-.quite  enchanting.  A  captain  of 
a  .man  of  war,  who  had  made  the  circuit 
of  the  globe  with  Mr.  Anfon,  being 
conducted  to  this  glen,  exclaimed— 
*  Juan  Fernandez,  by  God  !' 

Indeed,  this  country  would  be  a  per- 
fect paradife,  if  it  was  not,  like  Wales, 
curfed  with  a  weeping  climate,  owing  to 
the  fame  caufes  in  bcth,  the  neighbour- 
hood of  high  mountains,  and  a  wefterly 
fituation,  expofed  to  the  vapours  of  thai 
Atlantick  Ocean.  This  air,  however, 
notwithstanding  it's  humidity,  is  fo  heal- 
thy, that  the  natives  are  fcarce  ever  vifit- 
ed  by  any  other  difeafe  than  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  certain  cutaneous  evils,  which 
are  the  effects  of  dirty  living,  the  great 
and  general  reproach  of  the  commonalty 
of  this  kingdom.  Here  are  a  great  ma- 
ny living  monuments  of  longevity;  and, 
among  the  reft,  a  perfon  whom' I  treat 
with  iingylar  refpect,  as  a  venerable  dru- 
id,  who  has  lived  near  ninety  years,  with- 
out pain  and  ficknefs,  among  oaks  of  his 


*  Tlie  par  is  a  fmail  fiftf  not  unlike  the  fraelt,  which  it  rivals  in  delicacy  and  flavour. 
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own  planting.  He  was  once  proprietor 
ot"  thei'e  lands ;  but  being  of  a  projecting 
fpirit,  Ibme  of  his  ichemes  mifcarried, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  part  with  his  poi- 
feffion,  which  hath  flufted  hands  two  or 
three  times  fince  that  period  ;"  but  every 
fucceeding  proprietor  hath  done  every 
tiling  in  his  power  to  make  his  old  age 
eafy  and  comfortable.  He  has  a  fiiffi- 
ciency  to  procure  the  neceflaries  of  life ; 
and  he  and  his  old  woman  rended  in  a 
finall  convenient  farm-houfe,  having  a 
little  garden,  which  he  cultivates  with  his 
own  hands.  This  ancient  couple  live 
in  great  health,  peace,  and  harmony; 
and,  knowing  no  wants,  enjoy  the  per- 
fection of  content.  Mr.  Smollet  calls 
him  the  Admiral,  becaufe  he  infills  upon 
fleering  his  pleafure-boat  upon  the  lake; 
suid  hefpendsmoft  of  his  time  in  ranging 
through  the  woods,  which  he  declaims  he 
enjoys  as  mxich  as  if  they  were  (till  his 
own  property.  I  aflced  him  the  other 
day  if  he  was  never  lick,  and  he  an- 
fwered,  Yes;  he  had  a  flight  fever  the 
year  before  the  Union.  If  he  was  not 
deaf,  I  mould  take  much  pleafure  in  his 
converfation ;  for  he  is  very  intelligent, 
and  his  memory  is  furprizingly  retentive. 
Thete  are  the  happy  effects  of  tempe- 
rance, exercife,  and  good-nature.  Not- 
withftanding  all  his  innocence,  however, 
he. was  the  caufe  of  great  perturbation  to 
my  man  Clinker,  whofe  natural  fnperfti- 
tiou  has  been  much  injured  by  the  hifto- 
ries  of  witches,  fairies,  ghofts,  and  gob- 
lins, which  .he  has  heard  in  this  country. 
On  the  evening  after  our  arrival,  Hum- 
phry ftrolled  into  the  wood  in  the  courfe 
of  his  meditation,  and  all  at  once  the  ad- 
jniral  flood  before  him,  under  the  fna- 
dow.of  a  fpveading  oak.  Though  the 
fellow  is  far  from  being  timorous  in  cafes 
that  are  not  fuppoled  preternatural,  he 
could  not  ftand  the  light  of  this  appari- 
tion, but  ran  into  the  kitchen,  with  his 
hair  (landing  on  end,  ftaring  wildly,  and 
deprived  of  utterance.  Mrs.  Jenkins,  fee- 
ing him  in  this  condition,  fcreamed  aloud 
•— '  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  he  has 
•  feen  foinetlu'ng!'  Mrs.  Tabitha  was 
alarmed,  and  ihe  whole  houfe  in  confu- 
fion.  When  he  was  recruited  with  a 
dram,  I  defired  him  to  explain  the  mean- 
inr  of  all  this  agitation ;  and,  with  fome 
reluctance,  he  owned  he  had  feen  a  Ipi- 
rit,  in  the  mape  of  an  eld  man  with  a 
white  beard,  a  black  cap,  and.  a  phtd 
night-gown.  He  was  undeceived  by  the 
kdrmrolmperlbn,  who,  coming  in  aithii 


juncture,  appeared  to  be  a  creature  of 
realfiefh  and  blood. 

Do  you  know  how  we  fare  in  this  Scot- 
tilh  paradile  ?  We  make  free  with  our 
landlord's  mutton,  which  is  excellent, 
his  poultry-yard,  his  garden,  his  dairy, 
and  his  cellar,  which  are  all  well  ftored. 
We  have  delicious  falmon,  pike,  trout, 
perch,  par,  £c.  at  the  door,  for  the  tak- 
ing. The  Frith  of  Clyde,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  hill,  fupplies  us  with  mullet 
red  and  grey,  cod,  mackarel,  whiting, 
and  a  variety  of  fea-fifli,  including  the 
fmeft  frefh  herrings  that  I  ever  tailed. 
We  have  fweet,  juicy  beef,  and  tolerable 
veal,  with  delicate  bread  from  the  little 
town  of  Dunbritton  ;  and  plenty  of  par- 
tridge, growfe,  heath-cock,  and  other 
*game,  in  prefents. 

We  have  been  vifited  by  all  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  neighbourhood,  and  they 
have  entertained  us  at  their  houfes,  not 
barely  with  hofpitality,  but  with  fuch 
marks  of  cordial  affection,  as  one  would 
wim  to  find  among  near  relations,  after 
an  abience  of  many  years. 

I  told  you  in  my  laft  I  hat!  proje&ed 
an  excurfiQii  to  th«  Highlands,  which 
project  I  have  now  happily  executed,  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  "Si*  George  Col- 
quhoun,  a  colonel  in  the  Dutch  fervicej 
who  offered  himfelf  as  our  conductor  on 
this  occafion.  Leaving  our  women  at 
Cameron,  to  the  care  and  infpection  of 

Lady  H C ,.wefet  out  on  horfc- 

back  for  Inverary,  the  county-town  of 
Argyle,  and  dined  on  the  road  with  tlie 
Laird  of  Macfarlane,  the  greateft  genea- 
logiil  I  ever  knew  in  any  country,  and 
perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  anti- 
quities of  Scotland. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  has  an  old  caftle 
at  Inverary,  where  he  rcfides  when  he  is 
in  Scotland;  and  hard  by  is  the  (hell  of 
a  noble  Go-thick  palace,  built  by  the  luft 
duke,  which,  when  finifhed,  will  be  a 
greai  ornament  to  this  part  of  the  High- 
lands. As  for  Inverary,  it  is  a  place  of 
very  little  importance. 

Thi* country  is  amazingly  wild,  ^pe- 
nally towards  the  mountains,  which  are 
heaped  upon  the  backs  of  one  another, 
making  T.  moft  ftupendous  appearance  of 
favage  nature,  with  hardly  any  iigns  of 
cultivation,  creven  of  population.  All 
is  ii'hlimity,  iilence,  and  Iblitude.  The 
people  live  together  in  glcr.s  or  bottoms, 
where  they  are  meltered  from  the  cold 
and  itonns  of  winter:  but  there  is  a  mnr- 
giu  of  plain  ground  fpread  aiong  thi-  -i- 

fide, 


HUMPHRY  CLINKER, 


fide,  wKicli  Is  well  inhabited  and  improv- 
ed by  the  arts  of  husbandry  ;  and  this  I 
take  to  be  one  of  the  moft  agreeable 
tracls  of  the  whole  iflandj  the  lea  not 
«onry  keeps  it  warm,  and  fupplies  it  with 
fill/,  but  affords  it  one  ot  the  molt  ravifh- 
ing  profpefib  in  the  whole  world  ;  I  mean 
the  appearance  of  the  Hebrides,  or  Weft- 
,«rn  Illands,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred, fcattcred  as  fai  as  theeyecan  reach, 
in  the  molt  agreeable  confufion.  As  the 
foil  and  climate  of  the  Highlands  are  but 
ill  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  corn,  the 
people  apply  them  (elves  chiefly  to  the 
breeding  and  feeding  of  black  cattle, 
•which  turn  to  good  account.  Tnofe  ani- 
mals run  wild  all  the  winter,  without 
any  fhelter  or  iabCftcnce  but  what  they 
•can  find  among  the  heath.  When  the 
fnow  lies' fo  deep  and  hard,  that  they  can  - 
nor  penetrate  to  the  roots  of  the  grafs, 
they  make  a  diurnal  progrel's,  guided  by 
•a.  fure  inftincl,  to  the  fea-fide  at  low  wa- 
ter, where  they  feed  on  the  algo.ma.rina> 
and  other  plants  that  grow  upon  the 
beach. 

Perhaps  this  branch  of  husbandry, 
which  requires  very  liftlc  attendance  and 
labour,  is  one  ef  the  principal  caufes  of 
that  idlencl's  aniltvant  of  indultry  which 
diftingnimes  thele  mountaineers  in  their 
own  country.  When  they  come  forth 
into  the  world,  they  become  as  diligent 
and  alei  t  as  any  people  upon  earth.  They 
are  undoubtedly  a-»very  diftincl  Ipecies 
from  their  fellow- fubiefts  of  the  Low- 
lands, asrainft  whom  they  indulge  an  an- 
cient {pint  of  animofity;  ai:d  this  diffe- 
rence is  very  dilcernibleeven  amongper- 
fons  of  family  and  education.  The  Low- 
landers  are  generallycool  andcircumipect; 
the  Highlanders  fiery  and  feroc'ous  :  but 
this  violence  of  their  paffions  lerves  only 
to  enflame  the  zeal  of  their  devotion  to 
ftrangers,  which  is  truly  enthufiaftick. 

We  proceeded  about  twenty  miles  be- 
yond Inverary,  to  the  houfe  ot  a  gentle- 
man, a  friend  of  our  conductor,  where 
we  Hayed  a  few  days,  and  were  fealted 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  began  to  dread 
the  coufequence  to  my  conltitution. 

Notwithstanding  the  fclirude  that  pre- 
vails among  thele  mountains,  there  is  no 
want  of  people  in  the  Highlands.  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  can  affemble  five  thoufand  men  in 
arms,  of  his  own  clan  and  furname, which 
is  Campbell ;  and  there  is  befides  a  tribe 
jtf  the  lame  appellation,  whole  chief  is 


the  Earl  of  Breadalbine.  The  Macdo- 
nalds  are  as  numerous,  and  remarkably 
warlike.  The  Camerons,  M'Leods, 
Fral'crs,  Grants,  M'Kenzies,  M'Kays, 
M'Pherlbns,  M'lntomes,  are  powerful 
clans  j  Ib  that  if  all  the  Highlanders, 
including  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hies, 
were  united,  they  could  bring  into  the 
field  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  fighting 
men,  capable  of  undertaking  the  moft 
dangerous  enterprize.  We  have  lived  to 
iee  four  thoufand  of  them,  without  dilci- 
pline,  throw  the  whole  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  into  confufion.  They  attacked 
and  defeated  two  armies  of  regular  troops, 
accuitomed  to  fervice.  They  penetrated 
into  the  centre  of  England ;  and  af- 
•  terwards  marched  back  with  delibera- 
tion, in  the  face  of  two  other  armies, 
through  anenemy's  country,  where  every 
precaution  was  taken  to  cut  off  their  re- 
treat. I  know  not  any  other  people  in 
Europe,  who,  without  the  ufe  or  know- 
ledge of  arms,  will  attack  regular  forces 
iword  in  hand,  if  their  chief  will  head 
them  in  battle.  When  difciplined,  they 
cannot  fail  of  being  excellent  foldiers. 
They  do  not  walk  like  the  generality  of 
manidnd,  but  trot  and  bounce  like  deer, 
as  if  they  moved  upon  fprings.  They 
greatly  excel  the  Lowlanders  in  all  the 
exerciies  that  require  agility  5  they  are 
incredibly  a'ollemious,  and  patient  of 
hunger  and  fatigue  ;  ibfteeledarrainil:  the 
weather,  that,  in  travelling,  even  when 
the  ground  is  coveredi  with  fnow,  they 
never  look  for  a  houfe,  or  any  other 
melter,  but  their  plaid,  in  which  they 
wrap  themfelves  up,  and  go  to  lleep  un- 
der the  cope  ot  heaven.  Such  people, 
in  quality  of  foldiers,  rnuft  be  invincible, 
when  the  buiinefs  is  to  perform  quick 
marches  in  a  difficult  country,  to  ftrike 
fudden  ftrokes,  beat  up  the  enemy's  quar- 
ters, harrafs  their  cavalry,  and  perform 
expeditions  without  the  formalit^  of  ma- 
gazines, bagga;>;e,  forage,  and  artillery. 
The  chieftainship  of  the  Highlanders  \:\  -3. 
veiy  dangerous  influence  operating  at 
the  extremity  of  the  illar.d,  where  the 
eyes  and  hands  of  government  cannot  be 
ftiopofed  to  fee  and  acl  with  precilion  and 
vigour.  In  order  to  break  the  force  ot 
elanftnp,  adminiilration  has  always  prac- 
tifed  the  political  maxim,  Divide  ft  im- 
ftra.  The  legillature  hath  not  only 
dilai  incd  thele  mountaineers,  but  aiib  de- 
prived thein  of  their  ancient  grr-b,  which 
contributed  in  agreatmeaiure  to  k?ep«p 
T  their 
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their  military  fpirit;  and  their  flavifti  te- 
nures  are  all  diflblved  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment ;  fo that  they  are  at  prefenfas  free 
and  independent  of  their  chiefs  as  the 
law  can  make  them :  but  the  original 
attachment  ftill  remains,  and  is  founded 
on  fomclhing  prior  to  the  feudal  fyflem, 
about  which  the  writers  of  this  age  have 
made  fuch  a  pother,  as  if  it  was  a  new 
ctii'covery,  like   the  Copernican  Sjjlem. 
Every  peculiarity  of  policy,  culiom,  and 
even  temperament,  is  affeciedly  traced  to 
this  origin,  as  if  the  feudal  conltitution 
had  not  been  common  to  almoft  all  the 
natives  of  Europe.     For  my  part,  I  ex- 
peft  to  fee  the  ufe  of  trunk  -hole  and  but- 
tered  ale  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the 
feudal  fyfiem.    The  connection  between 
the  clans  and  their  chiefs  is,  without  all 
doubt,  patriarchal.     It  is  founded  on 
hereditary  regard  and  affection,  cherifh- 
ed  through  a  long  fucceflion  of  ages. 
The  clan  confider  their  chief  as  their  fa- 
ther, they  bear  his  name,  they  .believe 
thtmfeivcs.  defended  from  his  family, 
they  obey  him  as  their  lord,  with  all  the 
ardour  of  filial  love  and  veneration ;  while 
he,  on  his  part,  exerts  a  paternal  autho- 
rity, commanding,  chaftiling,  rewarding, 
protecting,  and  maintaining  them  as  his 
own  children.     If  the  legislature  would 
entirely  deftroy  this  connection,  it  muft 
compel  the  Highlanders  to  change  their 
habitation  and  their  names.     Even  this 
experiment  has  been  formerly  tried  with- 
out fuccefs.  In  the  reign  of JamesVI.  a  bat- 
tle was  fought  within  a  few  fhort  miles  of 
this  place,  between  two  clans,the  M'Gre- 
gors  and  the  Colquhouns,  in  which  the 
latter  were  defeated  .TheLaird  of  M'Gre- 
gor  made  inch  a  barbarous  ufe  of  his 
victory,  that  he  was  forfeited  and  out- 
lawed by  a£l  of  parliament;  his  lands 
were  given  to  the  family  of  Montrofe, 
and  his  clan  were  obliged  to  change  their 
name.     They  obeyed  fo  far,  as  to  call 
themfelves  feverally  Campbell,  Graham, 
or  Drummond,  the  furnames  of  the  fa- 
milies of  Argyle,  Montrofe,  and  Perth, 
that  they  might  enjoy  the  protection  of 
thofe  houfes;  but  they  ftill  added  M'Gre- 
gor  to  their  new  appellation ;  and  as  their 
chief  was  deprived  of  his  eftate,  they 
robbed  and  plundered  for  his  fubfiftence. 
Mr.  Cameron  of  Lochiel,  the  chief  of 
that  clan,  whofe  father  was  attainted  for 
having  been  concerned  in  the  laft  rebel- 
lion, returning  from  France  in  obedience 
to  a  proclamation  and  acl:  of  parliament, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war, 


paid  a  vifit  to  his  own  country,  and  hired 
a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  fa- 
ther's houfe,  which  had  been  burnt  to 
the  ground.  The  clan,  though  mined, 
and  fcattered,  no  fooner  heard  of  his  ar- 
rival, than  they  flocked  to  him  from  all 
quarters,  to  welcome  his  return,  and  in 
a  few  days  ftocked  his  farm  with  feven 
hundred  black  cattle,  which  they  had 
faved  in  the  general  wreck  of  their  af- 
fairs; but  their  beloved  chief,  who  was 
a  promifing  youth,  did  not  live  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  their  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment. 

The  moft  effectual  method  I  know  to 
weaken,  and  at  length  dertroy,  this  influ- 
ence, is  to  employ  the  commonalty  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  give  them  a  talte  of 
property  and  independence.  In  vain  the 
government  grants  them  advantageous 
leafesonthe  forfeited  eftates,  if  they  have 
no  property  to  profecute  the  means  of 
improvement.  The  fea  is  an  inexhaufti- 
ble  fund  of  riches ;  but  the  fiflrery  can- 
,not  be  carried  on  without  vefTels,  cartes, 
fait,  lines,  nets,  and  other  tackle.  I 
converfed  with  a  fenfible  man  of  this 
country,  who,  from  a  real  fpirit  of  pa- 
triotifin,  had  fet  up  a  fifhery  en  the-  coaft, 
and  a  manufacture  of  coarfe  linen,  for 
the  employment  of  the  poor  Highlanders. 
Cod  is  here  in  fuch  plenty,  that  he  told 
me  he  had  feen  feven  hundred  taken  on 
one  line,  at  one  hawl.  It  muft  be  ob- 
fefved,  however,  that  the  line  was  of  im- 
menfe  length,  and  had  two  thoufand 
hooks  baited  with  mufcles ;  but  the  fifh 
was  fo  fuperior  to  the  cod  caught  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  that  his  corre- 
fpondent  at  Lifbon  ibid  them  immedi- 
ately at  his  ow/i  price,  although  Lent 
was  juft  over  when  they  arrived,  and  the 
people  might  be  fuppofed  quite  cloyed 
with  this  kind  of  diet.  His  linen  manu- 
facture was  likewise  in  a  profperousway, 
when  the  late  war  intervening,  all  his 
beft  hands  were  prefled  into  the  fcrvice. 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  gentle- 
men of  this  country  mould  execute  com- 
mercial fchemes  to  render  their  vntl'als 
independent ;  nor,  indeed,  are  fuch, 
fchemes  fuited  to  their  way  of  life  and 
inclination  :  but"  a  company  of  merchants 
might,  with  proper  management,  turn  to 
good  account  a  fifliery  eltablilhed  in  this 
part  of  Scotland.  Our  people  have  a 
ftrange  itch  to  colonize  America,  when 
the  uncultivated  parts  of  our  own  ifland 
might  be  fettled  to  greater  advantage. 
After  having  rambled  through  the 
mountain! 
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Jhountains  and  glens  of  Argyle,  we  vi- 
lited  the  adjacent  iflands  of  Ila,  Jura, 
Mull,  and  Icolmkill.  In  the  firft  we  faw 
the  remains  of  a  caftlej  built  in  a  lake, 
Where  Macdonald,  lord  or  king  of  the 
liles,  formerly  relided.  Jura  is  famous 
for  having  given  birth  to  one  Mack- 
crain,  who  lived  one  hundred  and  eighty 
years  in  one  houle,  and  died  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Second .  Mull  affords  fe- 
veral  bays  where  there  is  fafe  ancho- 
rage; in  one  of  which,  the  Florida,  a 
ftiip  of  the  Spanifh  armada,  was  blown 
up  by  one  of  Mr.  Smollet's  anceftors. 
About  forty  years  ago,  John  Duke  of 
Argyle  is  faid  to  have  coniulted  the  Spa- 
nifh regifters,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
this  Ihip  had  the  military  cheft  onboard. 
He  employed  experienced  divers  to  exa- 
mine the  wreck;  and  they  found  the  hull 
of  the  veflel  ftil'l  entire,  but  fo  covered 
with  fand,  that  they  could  not  maketheir 
way  between  decks ;  however,  they  picked 
up  leveral  pieces  of  plate,  that  werefcat- 
tered  about  in  the  bay,  and  a  couple  of 
fine  brafs  cannon. 

Icolmkill,  or  lona,  is  a  fmall  ifland 
which  St.  Columba  chofe  for  his  habita- 
tion. It  was  refpe6ted  for  it's  fanclify, 
and  college  orleminary  of  ecclefiafticks. 
Part  of  it's  church  is  Hill  ftanding,  with 
the  tombs  of  leveral  Scprtiih,  Irilh,  and 
Danilh  fovereigns,  who  were  here  inter- 
red .  Thefe  illanders  are  very  bold  and 
dextrous  watermen,  confequently  the 
better  adapted  to  the  fifhery.  in  their 
manners  they  are  lei's  favage  and  impetu- 
yus  than  their  countrymen  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  they  fpeak  the  Eife  or  Gaelick 
in  it's  greateit  purity. 

Having  fent  round  our  horfesbyland, 
we  embarked  in  the  diftricl:  of  Cowalfor 
Greenock,  which  is  a  neat  little  town  on 
the  other  llde  of  the  Frith,  with  a  curious 
harbour,  formed  by  three  ttone  jetties, 
carried  out  a  good  way  into  the  lea. 
Newport  Glalgow  is  fuch  another  place, 
about  two  miles  higher  up.  Both  have 
a  face  of  bufinefs  and  .plenty,  and  are 
fupported  entirely  by  the  (hipping  of 
Glafgow,  of  which  I  counted  fixty  large 
veflels  in  thefe  harbours.  Taking  boat 
again  at  Newport,  we  were  in  lei's  than 
an  hour  landed  on  the  other  fide,  within 
two  Ihort  miles  of  our  head-quarters, 
where  we  found  our  women  in  good 
health  and  fpirits.  They  had  been  two 
days  before  joined  by  Mr.  Smollet  and 
his  lady,  to  whom  we  have  fuch  obliga- 


tions as  I  cannot  mention,  even  to  you, 
without  blulhing. 

To-morrow  we  mall  bid  adieu  to  the 
Scotch  Arcadia^  and  begin  our  progrefs 
to  the  fouthward,  taking  our  way  by 
Lanerk  andNithfdale,  to  the\veft  borJers 
of  England.  I  have  received  fo  much 
advantage  and  fatisfaclion  from  thistour, 
that  if  my  health  fnffers  no  revolution  in 
the  winter,  I  believe  I  mall  be  tempted  to 
undertake  another  expedition  to  the 
northern  extremity  of  Caithnefs,  unen- 
cumbered by  thole  impediments  which 
now  clog  the  heels  of,  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
CAMERON,  SEPT.  6. 


TO  MISS  LJETITI A  WILLIS,  AT  GLOU- 
CESTER.. 


MY  DEAREST  t-ETTY, 


T^TEVER 


for 


did  poor  prifoner  long  for 
deliverance,  more  than  I  have 
longed  for  an  opportunity  to  disburden 
my  cares  into  your  friendly  bofomj  arid 
the  occafion  which  now  prefents  itfelf, 
is  little  lei's  than  miraculous.  Honelt 
SaujidersMacawly,the  travelling  Scotch- 
man, who  goes  every  year  to  Wales,  is 
ncwatGlafgcw,buyinggoods,  and  com- 
ing to  pay  his  rdpecta  to  our  family,  has 
undertaken  to  deliver  this  letter  into  your 
own  hand.  We  have  been  fix  weeks  in 
Scotland,  and  feen  the  principal  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  where  we  have  been  treated 
with  great  civility.  The  people  are  very 
courteous;  and  the  country  being  ex- 
ceedingly romantick,  fuits  my  turn  and 
inclinations.  I  contracted  feme  friend- 
(hips  at  Edinburgh,  which  is  a  large  and 
lofty  city,  full  of  gay  company;  and,  in 
particular,  commenced  an  intimate  cor- 
refpondence  with  one  Mifs  R — t — n,  an 
amiable  young  lady  of  my  own  age,  whofe 
charms  teemed  to  foften,and  even  to  fub- 
due,  the  ftubborn  heart  of  my  brother 
Jerry';  but  he  no  fooner  left  the  place, 
than  he  relapfed  into  his  former  inienfibi- 
lity.  I  feel,  however,  that  this  indiffer- 
ence is  not  the  family  constitution.  I 
never  admitted!  but  one  idea  of  love,  and 
that  has  taken  fuch  root  in  my  heart,- as 
to  be  equally  proof  againft  all  the  pulls  of 
difcretion,  and  the  frofts  of  neglecl. 

Dear  Letty !  I  had  an  alarming  adven- 
ture at  the  hunter's  ball  in  Edinburgh. 
While  I  fat  difcourfing  with  a  friend  in 
a  corner,  all  at  once  the  very  image  of 
Ta  Wilfon 
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Wilfon  ftood  before  me,  drcfTed  exuftly 
;is  he  was  in  the  character  of  Aimwell ! 
It  was  one  Mr.  Gordon,  whom  I  had  not 
tvai  before.  Shocked  at  the  Hidden  ap- 
parition, I  fainted  away,  and  threw  the 
whole  alterably  in  confution.  However, 
the  cauf'e  of  ray  diforder  remained  a  i'e- 
cret  to  every  body  but  my  brother,  who 
was-likewiie  (truck  with  therefemblance, 
and  1'colded  after  we  came  home.  I  airi 
very  fenfible  of  Jerry's  aft'eclion;  and 
know  he  fpoke  as  wt:ll  with  a  view  to  my 
O-.vn  intcrelt  and  happinefs,  as  in  rtgavd 
to  the  honour  of  the  family  j  but  I  can- 
rtot  bear  to  have  my  wounds  probed  fe- 
verely.  I  was  not  fo  much  atfe&ed  by 
the  cenfure  he  palled  upon  my  own  in- 
cfcfcretion,  as  with  the  refle&ion  he  made 
on  the  conduit  of  Wili'on .  He  obierved, 
that  if  he  was  really  the  gentleman  he 
pretended  to  be,  and  harboured  nothing 
but  honourable  defigns,  he  would  have 
vindicated  his  preteniions  in  the  face  of 
day.  This  remark  made  a  deep  impref- 
fion  upon  my  mind.  I  endeavoured  to 
conceal  my  thoughts,  and  this  endeavour 
had  a  bad  effect  upon  my  health  and 
fpirits ;  fo  it  was  thought  neceffary  that 
1  flxould  go  to  the  Highlands,  and  drink 
the  goat-milk-whey. 

We  went  accordingly  to  Lough -Lo- 
mond, one  of  the  moil  enchanting  fpots 
in  the  whole  world;  and  what  with  this 
remedy,  which  I  had  every  morning  frefh 
from  the  mountains,  and  the  pure  air,  and 
chearful  company,  I  have  recovered  my 
flelh  and  appetite;  though  there  is  fome- 
thing  ftill  at  bottom,  which  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  air,  exercife,  company,  or  me- 
tlicine,  to  remove.  Thefe  incidents  would 
not  touch  me  fo  nearly,  if  I  had  a  fenfible 
confidant  to  fympathize  with  my  afflic- 
tion, and  comfort  me  with  wholefome  ad- 
vice. I  have  nothing  of  this  kind  except 
Win  Jenkins,  who  is  really  a  good  body 
in  the  main,  but  very  ill  qualified  for  fncli 
an  office.  The  poor  creature  is  weak  in 
her  nerves,  as  well  as  in  her  underftand- 
mg;  otherwise  I  might  have  known  the 
true  name  and  character  of  that  unfor- 
tunate youth.  But  why  do  I  call  him 
unfortunate  ?  Perhaps  the  epithet  is  more 
applicable  to  me  for  having  liltenedto  the 
&ife  profefluins  of —  But,  hold !  I  have 
as  yet  no  right,  and  fure  I  have  no  incli- 
nation, to  believe  any  thing  to  the  pre'ri^ 
dice  of  his  honour.  In  that  reflection  I 
(hall  Hill  exert  my  patience.  As  for'Mrs. 
Jenkins,  (he  herielf  is  really  an  object  of 
cpjuyaflion.  Between  vanity,  rnethodifin, 


and  love,  her  head  is  ahnnft  tumed.  F 
fliould  have  more  regard  for  her,  however,, 
if  (he  had  been  more  conlhrnt  in  the  ob- 
ject of  her  affection;  but,  truly,  me  aimed 
at  conqnelt,  and  flirted  at  the  fame  time 
with  my  uncle's  footman,  Humphry 
Clinker,  who  is  really  a  deferring  young 
man;  and  one  Dutton,  my  brother's 
valet  de  chambre,  a  debauched  fellow  ^ 
who,  leaving  Win  in  the  lurch,  ran 
away  with  another  mart's  bride  at  Ber- 
wick. 

My  dear  Willis,  I  am  truly  aftiamed  o£ 
my  own  fex.  We  complain  of  advan- 
tages which  the  men  take  of  ouv  youth, 
inexperience,  fenfibility,  and  all  that;  but 
I  have  feen  enough  to  believe,  that  our 
fex  in  general  make  it  their  bufmefs  to 
eicfnare  the  other j.  and  for  this  purpofe, 
employ  arts  which  are  by  no  means  to  he 
ju reified.  In  point  of.  constancy,  they 
certainly  have  nothing  to  reproach  the 
m::b  part  of  the  creation .  My  poor  ;umtr 
without  any  regard  to  her  years  and  im- 
perfections, has  gone  to  market  with  her 
charms  in  every  place  where  (he  thought 
flie  had  the  leait  chance  to  uilpofe  of  her 
perfon,  which,  however,  hangs  Itil!  heavy 
on  her  hands.  I  am  afraid  (he  has  ufed 
even  religion  as  a  decoy,  though  it  has 
not  anfwered  her  expectation.  She  has 
been  praying,  preaching,  and  catechifing 
among  the'  methodilts,  with  whom  ti*s 
country  abounds ;.  and  pretends  to  have 
liich  manifeftations  and  revelations,  as 
even  Clinker  himfelf  can  hardly  believe, 
though  the  poor  fellow  is  half  crazy  w'nh 
enthuliafm.  As  for  Jenkins,  Hie  affects 
to  take  all  her  miitreiVs  reveries  for  gof- 
pel.  She  lias  alfo  her  heavt-heavings  and 
motions  of  the  fpirit;  and  God  forgive 
me  if  I  think  uncharitably,  but  ail  this 
feems  to  me  to  be  downright  hyj>ocriiy 
and  deceit.  Perhaps,  indeed,  the  poor 
girl  impofes  on  herielf.  She  is  generally 
in  a  flutter,  and  is  much  lubject  to  va- 
pours. Since  we  canu-  to  Scotland,  flie 
has  feen  apparitions,  and  pretends  to  pro- 
phefy.  If  I  could  put  faith  in  all  thele 
nipernatural.  viiitation?,  I  mould  think 
myfclf  abandoned  of  grace;  for  I  have 
neither  feen,  heard,  nor  felt  any  thing 
of  this  nature,  al'.h^u";!)  I  endca\ 
ci-ifcharge  the  duties  of  religion  wilh  all 
the  fincerity,  zeal,  and  devotion,  that  is 
in  the  power  of,  dear  L'etty,  your  ever 
affectionate, 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 
GLASGOW,  SEPT.  ;. 

We 
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We  are  fo  far  on  our  return  to  Bramble- 
ton  Hall;  and  I  would  lain  hope  we 
flia'l  take  Gloucester  in  our  way;  in 
which  cafe  I  (hall  have  the  incxpreilible 
pltafure  of  embracing  my  clear.  Willis. 
Pray  remember  me  to  my  worthy  go- 
fer neis. 


TO  MRS. MARY  JONES,  AT  BRAMBLE- 
TON   HALL. 

DK  AR    MARY, 

SUNDERS  Macully,  the  Scotch- 
man, who  pufhts  direct:  y  for  Vails, 
has  prcmiied  to  give  it  you  into  your  own 
hand,  and  therefore  I  would  not  mils  the 
opportunity  to  let  you  now  as  I  am  ftiil 
in  the  land  of  the  living;  and  yet  I  have 
been  on  the  brink  of  the  other  world  fmce 
I  lent  you  my  la  ft  letter.  We  went  by 
i'ta  to  another  kingdom  called  Fife,  and 
coining  hack,  bad  like  to  have  gone  to 
pot  in  a  florin.  What  between  the  frite 
and  iicknei's,  I  thought  I  fhould  have 
brought  my  heart  up;  even  Mr.  Clinker 
v/as  not  his  own  man  for  eight  and  forty 
hours  after  we  got  afhore.  It  was  well 
for  fome  folks  that  we  fcapccl  drov/nding; 
for  miltrefs  was  very  frexious,  and  feemed 
but  indifferently  prepared  for  a  change  j 
but,  thank  God,  (he  was  foon  put  in  a 
better  frame  by  the  private  exaltations  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Macrocodile.  We 
afterwards  churned  to  Starling,  and  Graf- 
cow,  which  are  a  kiple  of  handfcme 
towns ;  and  then  we  went  to  ^gentleman's 
houfe  at  Lotf  Loming,  which  is  a  won- 
tierful  lea  of  frelh  water,  with  a  power  of 
hylnnds  in  the  midft  on't.  They  fay 
as  how  it  has  got  n'er  a  bottom,  and  was 
made  by  araufician;  and,  truly,  I  be- 
lieve it;  for  it  is  not  in  the  coarfe  of  na- 
ture. It  has  got  *wa<ves  without  --Mind, 
fi/h  iviikoitt  fins,  and  a  floating  byland; 
ami  one  of  them  is  a  crutch-yard,  where 
the  dead  are  buried;,  and  always  before 
the  perlbn  dies,  a  bell  rings  of  itfelf  to 
give  warning. 

O  Muy!  this  is  the  land  of  congyra- 
tion.  The  bell  knolled  when  we  were 
there.  I  law  lights,  and  heard  lamenta- 
tions. The  gentleman,  our  landlord,  has 
got  another  houfe,  which  he  was  fain  to 
quit,  on  account  of  a  mifchievous  ghoit, 
that  would  not  fuller  people  to  lie  in  their 
beds.  The  fairies  dwell  in  a  hole  of 
JC'.'.innann,  a  mounting  hard  by;'  and  they 
fteal  away  the  good  women  that  are  in  the 
ftraw,  if  fy  be  a>  haw  there  a" n't  a  hodhoe 


nailed  to  the  door:  arid  I  was  (hewn  an 
ould  vitch,  called  ELfpathRingavey,  with 
a  led  petticoat,  bleared  eyes,  and  a  mould 
of  grey  briltles  on  her  fin.  That  (he 
mmight  do  me  no  haim,  I  crofled  her 
hand  with  a  taller,  and  bid  her  tell  my 
fortune;  and  (lie  told  me  fuch  things— 
depriving  Mr.  Clinker  to  a  hair:  but  it 
(hall  ne'er  be  faid  that  I  minchioned  a  wonl 
of  the  matter.  As  I  was  troubled  with 
fits,  me  advifed  me  to  bathe  in  the  loff, 
which  was  holy  water;  and  fo  I  went  in 
the  morning  to  a  private  place  nlong  with 
the  houfe-maid,  and  we  bathed  in  our 
birth-day  foot,  after  the  fafhion  of  the 
country;  ana  behold,  whilft  we  dabbled 
in  the  loft",  Sir  George  Coon  ftarted  up 
with  a  gun;  but  we  clapt  our  hands  t» 
our  faces,  and  pafled  by  him  to  the  place 
where  we  had  left  our  frnocks.  A  civil 
gentleman  would  have  turned  his  head 
another  way.,  My  comfit  is,  he  knew  not 
which  was  which;  and,  as  the  faying  is, 
All  cats  in  the  dark  are  grey.  Whilft  we 
flayed  at  Loff-Lcming,  he  and  our  two 
{quires  wtnt  three  or  four  days  churning 
among  the  wild  men  of  the  mountings  -Y 
a  parcel  of  (elvidges  that  lie  in  caves- 
among  the  rocks,  devour  young  children  T 
fpeakVelfh,  but  the  vords  are  different. 
Our  ladies  would  not  part  with  Mr- 
Clinker,  becaufe  he  is  fo  ftojt,  and  fo  pye- 
hoxiSjthat  hefears  neither  man  nor  devils, 
if  fo  be  as  they  don't  take  him  by  furpriie. 
Indeed,  he  was  once  fo  flurried  by  an 
operition,  that  he  had  like  to  have  founded .. 
He  made  believe  as  if  it  had  been  theouM 
edmiral;  but  the  ould  edmiral  could  not 
have  made  his  air  to  ftand  on  end,  and  hi* 
teeth  to  matter;  but  he  laid  fo  in  pru- 
dence, that  the  ladies  mought  not  be  af- 
fear'd.  Mifs  Liddy  has  been  puny,  and 
like  to  go  into  a  decline.  I  doubt  her 
pore  art  is  too  tinder:  butthegot's-fey  lias- 
father  onhev  legs  again.  You  nows  got's- 
fey  is  mother's  milk  to  a  Velfhvoman. 
As  for  miilrefs,  Welled  be  God,  (he  ails^ 
nothing.  Her  ftom.'rk  is  gcocl,  and  fhe 
improves  in  greafe  and  godlmefs;  but,  for 
all  that,  (he  may  have  infections  like 
other  people,  and  I  believe  (lie  wouldn't  be 
forry  to  be  called_>'0«r  ladyjbip,  whenever 
Sir  George  thinks  proper  to  ax  the  que- 
ftion.  But  for  my  part,  whatever  I  may 
fee  or  hear,  not  a  praticle  (hall  ever 
pafs  the  lips  of,  dear  Molly,  your  loving 
friend> 

WIN.  JENKINS. 
GsAsco,  SEJT.  7. 
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Remember  me,  as  .ufual,  to  Sail.  We 
are  now  coming  home,  though  not  the 
fieareft  road.  I  do  fuppofe,  I  mail  find 
tilt,  kitten  a  fine  boar  at  my  return. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART.  AT 
OXON. 

PEAR    KNIGHT, 

ONCE  more  I  tread  upon  Englifh 
ground,  which  I  like  not  the  worfe 
for  the  fix  weeks  ramble  I  have  made 
among  the  woods  and  mountains  of  Ca- 
ledonia; no  offence  to  the  land  of  cakes, 
•where  bannocks  grow  upon  Jtraiv.  I 
never  faw  my  uncle  in  fuch  health  and 
fpirits  as  he  now  enjoys.  Liddy  rs  per- 
fectly recovered;  and  Mrs.  Tabitha  has 
no  reafon  to  complain.  Neverthelefs,  I 
believe,  me  was,  till  yefterday,  inclined 
to  give  the  whole  Scotch  nation  to  the 
devil,  as  a  pack  of  infenfible  brutes,  upon 
whom  her  accomplishments  had  been  dif- 
played  in  vain.  At  every  place  where 
we  halted,  did  flie  mount  the  ftage,  and 
flourished  her  rufty  arms,  without  being 
able  to  make  one  conqueft.  One  of  her 
laft  eflays  was  againft  the  heart  of  Sir 
George  Colquhoun,  with  whom  me 
fought  all  the  weapons  more  than  twice 
over.  She  was  grave  and  gay  by  turns.  She 
moralized  and  methodized.  She  laughed, 
and  romped,  and  danced,  and  fung,  and 
fighad  and  ogled,  and  lifped,  and  flut- 
tered, and  flattered  :  but  all  was  preach- 
ing to  the  defart.  The  baronet,  being  a 
well-bred  man,  carried  his  civilities  as  far 
as  (lie  could  in  confcience  expect,  and,  if 
evil  tongues  are  to  he  believed,  Ibme  de- 
grees farther;  but  he  was  tao  much  a  ve- 
teran in  gallantly,  as  well  as  in  war,  to 
fall  into  any  ambulcade  that  me  could 
lay  for  his  affeftion.  While  we  were  ab- 
fent  in  the  Highlands,  flie  pia&ifed  alfo 
upon  the  Laird  of  Ladriflnnore,  and  even 
gave  him  the  rendezvous  in  the  wood  of 
Drumfcailloch;  but  the  laird  had  fuch  a 
reverend  care  of  his  own  reputation,  that 
he  came  attended  with  the  parfon  of  the 
parifti,  and  nothing  palled  but  fpiritual 
communication.  After  all  thefe mifcar- 
riages,  our  aunt  iuddenly  recollefted 
Lieutenant  Lifmuhago,  whom,  ever  lince 
our  firft  arrival  at  Edinburgh,  flic  feemed 
to  have  utterly  forgot;  but  now  flie  ex- 
prefled  her  hopes  ot  feeing  him  at  Dum- 
fries, according  to  his  promife. 
We  fet  out  from  Glafgow  by  the  way 


of  Lanerk,  the  county-town  of  Clydefc 
dale,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which,  the 
whole  River  Clyde,  n;fliing  down  a  fteep 
rock,  forms  a  very  noble  and  ftupendous 
cafcade.  Next  day  we  wereobliged  to  halt 
in  a  fmall  borough,  until  the  carnage, 
which  had  received  fome  damage,  fliould 
be  repaired ;  and  here  we  met  with  an  in- 
cident which  warmly  interefted  the  bene- 
volent fpirit  of  Mr.  Bramble.  As  weftood 
at  the  window  of  an  inn  that  fronted  the 
publick  prifon,  a  perfon  arrived  on  horfe- 
qack,  genteelly,  though  plainly,  dreflcd 
in  a  blue  frock,  with  his  own  hair  cut 
fhort,  and  a  gold-laced  hat  upon  his  head. 
Alighting,  and  giving  his  horfe  to  the 
landlord,  he  advanced  to  an  old  man  who 
was  at  work  in  paving  the  ftreet,  and  ac- 
cofted  him  in  thefe  words—'  This  is 
'  hard  work  for  fuch  an  old  man  as  you.* 
So  faying,  he  took  the  inftrument  out  of 
his  hand,  and  began  to  thump  tiie  pave- 
ment. After  a  few  ftrokes — '  Have  you 
never  a  foil,'  faid  he  '  to  eafe  you  of 
this  labour?'—'  Yes,  an  pleafe  your 
honour,'  replied  the  fenior,  '  I  have 
three  hopeful  lads,  but,  at  prefent,  they 
are  out  of  the  way.' — '  Honour  not 
me,'  cried  the  ftranger ;  '  it  more  be- 
comes me  to  honour  your  grey  hairs. 
Where  are  thofe  fons  you  talk  ofr* 
The  ancient  paviour  faid,  his  eldeft  fon 
was  a  captain  in  the  Eaft  Indies;  and 
the  youngeft  had  lately  inlifted  as  a 
foldier,  in  hopes  of  proipering  like  his 
brother.  The  gentleman  defirin^to  know 
what  was  become  of  the  fecond,  he  wiped 
his  eyes,  and  owned  he  had  taken  upon 
him  his  old  father's  debts,  for  which  he 
was  now  in  the  prilbn  hard  by. 

The  traveller  made  three  quick  fteps 
towards  the  jail,  then  turning  fliort  — 

*  Tell  me,'  faid  he,  '  has  that  unnatural 

*  captain  fent  you  nothing  to  relieve  your 
<  diftrefles  ?' — '  Call  him  not  unnatural,* 
replied  the  other;   '  God's  blcflmg  be 
'  upon  him !  he  fent  me  a  great  deal  of 

*  money;  but  I  made  a  bad  ufe  of  it;  I 
'  loft  it  by  being  fecurity  for  a  gentleman 

*  that  was  my  landlord,  and  was  ftript 
«  of  all  I  had  in  the  world  befides.'   At 
thnt  inftant  a  young  man,  thnifting  out 
his  head  and  neck  between  two  iron  bars 
in  the  pi  ifbn-window,  exclaimed—'  Fa- 

*  ther!  father!  if  my  brother  William  is 
'  in  life,  that's  he!' — '  I  am! — lam!' 
cried  the  ftranger,  clafping  the  old  man 
in  his  arms,  and  Shedding  a  flood  of  tears, 
'  J  am  your  fon  Willy,  fure  enough!* 

Before 
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Before  the  father,  who  was  quite  con- 
founded, could  make  any  return  to  this 
ttndei  net's,  a  decent  old  woman,  bolting 
out  from  the  door  of  a  poor  habitation, 
C1-jeil — *  Where  is  my  bairn  ?  Where  is 
«  my  deal- Willy?'  The  captain  no  {boner 
beheld  her,  than  he  quitted  his  father  and 
ran  into  her  embrace. 

I  can  affure  you,  my  uncle,  who  faw 
and  heard  every  thing  that  palfed,  was  as 
much  moved  as  any  one  of  the  parties  con  - 
cerned  in  this  pathetick  recognition.  He 
fobbed,  and  wept,  and  clapped  his  hands, 
and  hallooed,  and  finally  ran  down  into 
the  ftreet.  By  this  time,  the  captain  had 
retired  with  his  parents,  and  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  place  were  aflembled  at 
the  door.  Mr.  Bramble,  neverthelefs, 
preffed  through  the  crowd,  and  entering 
the  houfe — '  Captain,'  faidhe, '  I  beg  the 
favourofyouracquaintar.ee.  I  would 
have  travelled  a  hundred  miles  to  fee 
this  affefting  fcene;  and  I  /hall  think 
myfelf  happy,  if  you  and  your  parents 
will  dine  with  me  at  the  publick  houfe.' 
The  captain  thanked  him  for  his  kind 
ihvitation,  which,  he  faid,  he  would  ac- 
cept with  pleafu  re  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
he  could  not  think  of  eating  or  drinking, 
while  his  poor  brother  was  in  trouble.  He 
forthwith  depofited  a  fum  equal  to  the 
debt  in  the  hands  of  (he  magiftrate,  who 
ventured  to  fet  his  brother  at  liberty 
without  farther,  procefs ;  and  then  the 
whole  family  repaired  to  the  inn  with  my 
uncle,  attended  by  the  crowd,  the  indivi- 
duals of  which  (hook  their  townfman  by 
the  hand,  while  he  returned  their  careffcs 
without  the  leaft  fign  of  pride  or  affe&a- 
tion. 

•  This  honed  favouriteof  fortune,  whofe 
name  was  Brown,  told  my  uncle,  that  he 
had  been  bred  a  weaver,  and  about 
eighteen  years  ago,  had,  from  a  fpirit  of 
idlenefs  and  diflipation,  enhfted  as  a  fol- 
dier  in  the  lei-vice  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany; that,  in  the  courfe  of  duty,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  attract  the  notice  and 
approbation  of  Lord  Clive,  who  preferred 
him  from  one  ftep  to  another,  till  he 
attained  the  rank  of  captain  and  pay- 
mafter  to  the  regiment,  in  which  capaci- 
ties he  had  honeilly  amafled  above  twelve 
thoufand  pounds,  and,  at  the  peace,  re- 
figned  his  commiffion.  He  had  lent  fe- 
veral  remittances  to  his  father,  who  re- 
ceived the  firrt  only,  confining  of  one 
hundred  pounds;  the  fecond  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  a  bankrupt;  and  the 
^iiird  had  been  cor.figned  to  a  gentleman 


of  Scotland,who  died  before  it  arrived;  fd 
that  it  ttill  remained  to  be  accounted  for 
by  his  executors.  He  now  prelented  the 
old  man  with  fifty  pounds  for  his  prefent 
occalions,  over  and  above  bank-notes  for 
one  hundred)  which  he  had  depofited  for 
his  brother's  reieafe.  He  brought  along 
with  him  a  deed  ready  executed,  by  which 
he  fettled  a  perpetuity  of  fourfcore  pounds 
upon  his  parents,  to  be  inherited  by  their 
other  two  tons  after  their  deceafe.  He 
promifed  to  purchafe  a  commiflion  for 
his  youngeft  brother;  to  take  the  other  as 
his  own  partner  in  a  manufactory  which 
he  intended  to  fet  up,  to  give  employ- 
ment and  bread  to  the  induftrious;  and  to 
give  five  hundred  pounds,  by  way  of 
dower,  to  his  filler,  who  had  married  a 
farmer  in  low  circumftances.  Finally,  he 
gave  fifty  pounds  to  the  poor  of  the  town 
where  he  wns  born,  and  feafted  all  the 
inhabitants  without  exception. 

My  uncle  was  fo  charmed  with  the  cha- 
racter of  Captain  Brown,  that  he  drank 
his  health  three  times  fuccefiively  at 
dinner.  He  faid,  he  was  proud  of  his  ac- 
quaintance ;  that  he  was  an  honour  to  hi* 
country,  and  had  in  fome  meafure  re- 
deemed human  natxire  from  the  reproach 
of  pride,  felfiflmefs,  and  ingratitude.  For 
my  part,  I  was  as  much  pleafed  with  the 
modefty  as  with  the  filial  virtue  of  this 
honeft  foldier,  who  aiVumed  no  merit  from 
his  fuccef's,  and  laid  very  little  of  his  own 
tranfactions,  thoxigh  the  anfwers  he  made 
to  our  enquiries  were  equally  fenfible  and 
laconick.  Mrs.  Tabitha  behaved  very 
graciouily  to  him  until  fne  undevftood 
that  he  was  going  to  make  a  tender  of  his 
hand  to  a  peiibn  of  low  eftate,  who  had 
been  his  fweetheart,  while  he  worked  as 
a  journeyman  wcryvcr.  Our  aunt  was  no 
fooner  made  acquainted  with  this  deiigc, 
than  fhe  ttarched  up  her  behaviour  witk 
a  double  proportion  of  rcferve ;  and  when, 
the  company  broke  up,  flie  obibrved,  wkh 
a  tofs,ct  her  ncfe,  that  Brown  was  a  civil 
fellow  enough,  conilderingthe  lowiieis  of 
his  origin;  but  that  Fortune,  though  (he 
had  mended  his  circumftances,  was  in- 
capable to  raiiehis  ideas,  which  were  Hill 
humble  and  plebeian. 

On  the  day  that  fucceededthis  adven- 
ture, we  went  lome  miles  out  of  our  road 
to  fee  Dir.mlanriir,  a  feat  belonging  to 
the  Duke  of  Queenlbury,  which  appcai-s 
like  a  magnificent  palace  erected  by  ma- 
gi?k,  in  the  inulli:  of  a  wildernefs.  It  is 
indeed  a  princely  manfion,  with  fni table 
parks  and  plantations,  rendered  full  more 
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/hiking  by  the  nakednci's  of  the  fur- 
rounding  country,  which  is  one  of  the 
wildeit  tra£ts  in  all  Scotland.  This  wild- 
nel's,  however,  is  different  from  that  of 
the  Highlands  ;  for  here  the  mountains, 
inltead  of  heath,  are  covered  with  a  fine 
green  fwarth,  affording  pafture  to  innu- 
merable flocks  of  iheep.  But  the  fleeces 
of  this  country,  called  Nithidale,  are  net 
comparable  to  the  wool  of  Galloway, 
\vhich  is  laid  to  equal  that  of  Salisbury 
Plain.  Having  pailed  the  nigtit  at  the 
caftle  of  Drumianrig,  by  invitation  from 
the  duke  himfeif,  who  is  one  of  the  belt 
men  that  ever  breathed,  we  profectited 
our  journey  to  Dumfries,  a  veiy  elegant 
trading  town  near  the  borders  of  Eng- 
land, where  we  found  plenty  of  good 
provifion,  and  excellent  wine,  at  very 
reafonable  prices,  and  the  accommodation 
as  good'  in  all  refpecls  as  in  any  part  of 
South  Britain.  If  I  was  confined  to 
Scotland  for  life,  I  would  cliufe  Dum- 
fries as  the  place  of  my  refulence.  Here 
xve  made  enquiries  about  Captain  Lifma- 
hago ;  of  whom  hearing  no  tidings,  vre 
proceeded,  by  the  Solway  Frith,  to  Car- 
lifle.  You  mu ft  know,  that  the  Solway 
iands,  upon  which  travellers  pals  at  low- 
water,  are  exceedingly  dangerous,  be- 
caufe,  as  the  tide  makes,  they  become 
t]uick  in  different  places,  ami  the  floods 
rum  in  fo  impetuoufly,  that  pafll-ngcr.* 
arc  often  overtaken  by  the  lea,  and 
perifh. 

In  croftlr.g  thefe  treacherous  Syrtes 
with  a  guide,  we  perceived  a  drowned 
horfe;  which  Humphry  Clinker,  after 
tlue  inipeclion,  declared  to  be  the  very 
identical  bea't  which  Mr.  Lifmahago 
rode  when  he  parted  with  us  at  Felton- 
Bridge  in  Northumberland.  This  infor- 
mation, which  ieeraed  to  intimate  that 
our  friend  the  li;iilenant  had  fhared  the 
fate  of  his  hodt-,  affrcled  us  all;  and, 
above  all,  oiu-  aunt  Tabitha,  who  fticd 
fait  tears,  and  oblige'.'  Clinker  to  pull  u 
few  hairs  out  of  the  dead node's  tail,  to 
be  worn  in  a  ring  as  a  remembrance  of 
his  mafter:  but  her  grief  and  ours  was 
not  of  long  duration ;  for  one  of  the  firfl 
perfons  we  faw  in  Carl iilc  \vp.s  the  lieute- 
nant in  proprin  f>er/ona,  bargaining  with 
a  horle  -  dealer  for  another  itced,  in  the 
yard  of  the  inn  where  we  alighted.  Mrs. 
Bramble  was  the  fir  It  that  perceived  him, 
and  fcreamed  as  if  fhe  had  feen  a  ghotf; 
and  truly,  at  a  proper  time  anil  place,  he 
might  very  well  have  palled,  for  an  inha- 


bitant of  anorhcr  world;    for  he  was 
more  meagre  and  grim  than  befoi. . 
received  him  the  more  cordially  for  hav- 
ing liippH'cd  he  had  been  drovvned  ;  and 
he  was  not  deficient  in  expreiTions 
tisfiicHon  at  this  meeting.     He  tc, 
he  had  enquired  for  us  at  Dumfries,  and 
been  informed  by  a  travelling  ni'-i 
from  Giuigow  that  w«  had  relblved  to 
return  by  the  way  of  Coldih-eam.     He 
faid,  that  in  patting  the  lands  without  a 
guide,  his  hode  had  knocked  up ;  and 
lie  himfl-lf  muit  have  perifhcd,  if  he  had 
not  been  providentially  relieved  by  a  re- 
turn polt-chaife.     He  moreover  gave  us 
to  underibnd,  that  his  fcheme  of  lettling 
in  his  cwn  country  having  mifcanied,  he 
wus  ib  far  on  his  way  to  London,  with  a 
view   to   embark   for  North  Air. 
where  he  intended  to  pals  the  relt  of  his 
days  limong  his  old  friends  the  Miamis, 
and  amtile  himJelf  in  finishing  the  edu- 
cation of  the  fon  he  had  by  his  beloved 
Squinkinacoofta. 

This  proje6l  was  by  no  means  agree- 
able to  our  good  aunt,  who  expatiated 
upon  the  fatigues  and  dangers  that  would 
attend  fuch  a  long  voyage  by  lea,  .ind 
afterwards  iiich  a  tedious  journey  by 
laud.  Slie  enlarged  particularly  on  the 
rifque  lie  woul.l  run,  with  refpecl  to  the 
concerns  of  his  precious  foul,  among  fa- 
vages  who  had  not  yet  received  the  glad 
tidings  of  lalvation :  and  me  hinted,  that 
his  abandoning  Great  Britain  might, 
perhapr,  prove  fatal  to  the  inclinations 
of  fome  deferving  perfon,  whom  he  was 
qualified  to  make  happy  for  life.  My 
uncle,  who  is  really  a  Don  Quixote  in 
gen&ofity,  undedtanding  thatLifmnha- 
go'srenl  reafou  for  leaving  Scotland  was 
the  impoffibility  of  fublilting  in  it  with 
any  decency  upon  the  wretched  pro vihon 
of  a  fubaltern's  half -pay,  began  to  be 
warmly  interefted  on  the  fide  of  com- 
paflion.  He  thought  it  very  hard,  that 
a  gentleman  who  had  ferved  his  country 
with  honour,  (hould  be  driven  by  ne- 
cefllty  to  fjK-ud  his  old  age,  among  the 
ix-fuie  of  mankind,  in  fuch  a  remote  part 
of  the  world .  He  difcourfed  with  me  up- 
on thefubje6l;  obferving,  that  he  would 
willingly  offer  the  lieutenant  an  alyhnn 
at  Bramble-ton  Hall,  if  he  did  not  forelee 
that  his  Angularities  and  humour  of  con- 
tr.ididlion  would  render  him  an  intole- 
rable houie-mate,  though  his  convci  (i<- 
tion,  at  iome  times,  might  be  both  in- 
ining  :  but,  as  thei-e 
teemed 
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fs*med  tb  be  fomething  particular  in  his 
attention  to  Mrs.  Tabitha,  he  and  I 
agreed  in  opinion  that  this  intercourfe 
mould  be  encouraged,  and  improved,  if 
pollible,  into  a  matrimonial  union ;  in 
which  cafe  there  would  be  a  comfortable 
provilion  for  both  5  and  they  might  be 
isttled  in  a  houfc  of  their  own,  i'o  that 
Mr.  Bramble  mould  have  no  more  of 
their  company  than  he  defired. 

In  puriuance  of  this  defign,  Lifmahago 
has  been  invited  to  pafs  the  winter  at 
Brambleton  Hall,  as  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  execute  his  American  project  in  the 
fpring.  He  has  taken  time  to  confider  of 
this  propofal:  meanwhile,  he  will  keep 
us  company  as  far  as  we  travel  in  the 
road  to  Briftol,  where  he  has  hopes  of 
getting  a  paflage  for  America.  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  he  will  poftpone  his 
voyage,  and  profecute  his  addrefles  to  a 
happy  consummation;  and  fure,  if  it 
produces  any  fruit,  it  muft  be  of  a  very 
peculiar  flavour.  As  the  weather  con- 
tinues favourable,  I  believe  we  mall  take 
the  Peak  of  Derbyshire  and  B  uxtou  Wells 
in  our  way.  At  any  rate,  from  the  firft 
place  where  we  make  any  ftay,  you  mall 
hear  again  from  yours  always, 

J.  MELFORD. 
CARLISLE,  SEPT.  iz. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 
MtAR   DOCTOR, 

THE  peafantry  of  Scotland  are  cer- 
tainly on  a  poor  footing  all  over 
the  kingdom ;  and  yet  they  look  better, 
and  are  better  cloathed,  than  thofe  of  the 
fame  rank  in  Burgundy,  and  many  other 
places  6f  France  and  Italy :  nay,  I  will 
venture  to  fay  they  are  better  fed,  not- 
withftanding  the  boafted  wine  of  thefe 
foreign  countries.  The  country  people 
of  North  Britain  live  chiefly  on  oatmeal, 
and  milk,  cheefe,  butter,  and  feme  gar- 
den-fluff, with  now  and  theh  a  pjckled- 
herring,  by  way  of  delicacy :  but  flelh- 
meat  they  feldom  or  never  tafte ;  nor  any 
kind  of  ftrong  liquor,except  two-penny, 
at  times  of  uncommon  feftivity.  Their 
breakfaft  is  a  kind  of  hafty-pudding,  of 
oat-meal,  or  peafe-meal,  eaten  with  milk. 
They  have  commonly  pottage  to  dinner, 
compofed  of  cale  or  cole,  leeks,  barley, 
or  big,  and  butter ;  and  this  is  reinforced 
with  bread  and  chetfe,  made  of  fkimmed- 
At  night,  they  fup  on  fowens  gr- 


flummery  of  oat-meal.  In  a  fcarcity  of 
oats,  they  ufe  the  meal  of  bailey  and 
peafe,  which  is  both  nourishing  and  pa- 
latable. Some  of  them  have  potatoes  j 
and  you  find  parihips  in  every  pcaianc's 
garden.  They  are  cloathed  with  a  coarfe 
kind  of  ruflet  of  their  own  making, 
which  is  both  decent  and  warm.  They 
dw.ll  in  poor  huts,  built  of  loofe  ftones 
and  turfs,  without  any  mortar,  havr.ig  a 
fire-place  or  hearth  in  the  middle,  gene- 
rally made  of  an  old  mill  -  ftoiie,  and  a 
hole  at  top  to  let  out  the  imoke. 

Thefe  people,  however,  are  content, 
and  wonderfully  fagacious.  All  of  them 
read  the  Bible,  and  are  even  qualified  to 
difpute  upon  the  articles  of  their  faith  ; 
which,  in  thofe  parts  I  have  feen,  is  en- 
tirely Prefbyterian.  I  am  told  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Aberdeen/lure  are  ftill 
more  acute.  I  once  knew  a  Scotch  gen- 
tleman at  London,  who  had  declared  war: 
againft  this  part  of  his  countrymen  j  and 
fwore  that  the  impudence  and  knavery  of 
the  Scots,  in  that  quarter,  had  brought  a 
reproach  upon  the  whole  nation. 

The  River  Clyde,  above  Glafgow,  is 
quite  paftoral ;  and  the  banks  of  it  are 
every  where  adorned  with  fine  villas. 
From  the  fea  to  it's  fource,  wemay  reckon 
the  feats  of  many  families  of  the  firlt  rank  j 
fuch  as  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  at  Rofeneath ; 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  in  the  ifle  of  that  name; 
theEarlofGlencairn,atFinlayfton;  Lord. 
Blantyrej  at  Arefkinej  the  Dutchefs  of 
Douglas,  at Bothwell  5  Duke  Hamilton, 
at  Hamilton ;  the  Duke  of  Douglas,  at 
Douglas  5  and  the  Earl  of  Hyndford,  at 
Carmichael.  Hamilton  is  a  noble  pa- 
lace, magnificently  furnifhed ;  and  hard 
by  is  the  village  of  that  name,  one  of  the 
neateft  little  towns  I  have  feen  in  any- 
country.  The  old  caftle  of  Douglas  be- 
ing burned  to  the  ground  by  accident^ 
the  late  duke  refolved,  as  head  of  the  firft 
family  in  Scotland,  to  have  the  largeft 
houfe  in  the  kingdom,  and  ordered  a 
plan  for  this  purpofe ;  but  there  was  only 
one  wing  of  it  finifhed  when  he  died,  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  his  nephew,  who  is 
now  in  pofleflion  of  his  great  fortune, 
will  compleat  the  dellgn  of  his  predeceflbr . 
Clydefdale  is  in  general  populous  and 
rich,  containing  a  great  number  of  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  independent  in  their  for- 
tune ;  but  it  produces  more  cattle  than 
corn.  This  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  Tweed- 
dale,  through  part  of  which  we  -puffed, 
and  Nididale,  which  is  generally  rough, 
wild,  and  mountainous.  Thefe  hills  are 
U  covered 
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covered  with  fheep  ;  and  this  is  the  fmall 
delicious  mutton,  fo  much  preferable  to 
that  of  the  London  market.  As  their 
feeding  cofts  ib  little,  the  fheep  are  not 
killed  till  five  years  old,  when  their  flefh, 
juices,  and  flavour,  are  in  perfection : 
but  their  fleeces  are  much  damaged  by 
the  tar,  with  which  they  are  imeared,  to 
preferve  them  from  the  rot  in  winter, 
during  which  they  run  wild  night  and 
day,  and  thoufands  are  lolt  under  huge 
wreaths  of  fnow.  It  is  pily  the  farmers 
cannot  contrive  fome  means  to  melter 
this  ufeful  animal  from  the  inclemencies 
of  a  rigorous  climate,  efpecially  from  the 
perpetual  rains,  which  are  more  prejudi- 
cial than  the  greateft  extremity  of  cold 
weather. 

On  the  little  River  Nid  is  fituated  the 
caftle  of  Drumlanrig,  one  of  the  nobleft 
feats  in  Great  Britain,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Queenfbury ;  one  of  thole  few 
noblemen  whole  goodnefs  of  heart  does 
honour  to  human  nature.  I  (hall  not  pre- 
tend to  enter  into  a  defcfiption  of  this 
palace,  which  is  really  an  inftance  of  the 
Ixiblime  in  magnificence,  as  well  as  in 
fituation,  and  puts  one  in  mind  of  the 
beautiful  city  cf  Palmyra,  riling  like  a 
vifior.  in  the  midft  of  the  wildernefs. 
His  grace  keeps  open  houie,  and  live* 
tsrith  great  fplendor.  He  did  xis  the  ho- 
nour to  receive  us  with  great  courtefy, 
and  detain  us  all  night,  together  with 
above  twenty  other  gueits,  with  all  their 
fervants  and  horfes,  to  a  very  confidcra- 
ble  number.  The  dutchefs  was  equally 
gracious,  and  took  our  ladies  under  her 
immediate  protection.  The  longer  I  livei 
I  fee  more  reafon  to  btlieve  that  preju- 
dices of  education  are  never  wholly  era- 
dicated, even  when  they  are  dil'covercd 
to  be  erroneous  and  abfurd.  Such  ha- 
bits of  thinking  as  intereft  the  grand  paf- 
fions,'  cleave  to  the  human  heart  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  though  an  effort  of  rea- 
fon may  force  them  from  their  hold  for  a 
moment,  this  violence  no  fooner  ceafe?', 
than  they  refume  their  grafp  with  an  m- 
creafed  elafticity  and  adhefion.- 

I  am  led  into  this  reflection,  by  what 
patted  at  the  duke's  table  after  Hipper. 
The  convedation  turned  upon  the  vulgar 
notions  of  1'pirits  and  omens,  that  prevail 
among  the  commonalty  of  North  Britain, 
and  all  the  company  agreed  that  nothing 
could  be  more  ridiculous.  One  gentle- 
man, however,  told  a  remarkable  ftory 
of  hirafelf,  by  way  of  fpecuiation.  '  Be- 


'  ing  or.  a  party  of  hunting  in  the  North,* 
faid  he,  '  I  reiblved  to  vilit  an  old  friend, 
whom  I  had  notiben  for  twenty  years. 
So  long  he  had  been  retired   and  le- 
queftered  from  all  his  acquaintance, 
and  lived   in    a  moping    melancholy 
\v;y,  much  afflifted  with  lownefs  of 
fpirks,  occafioned  by  the  death  of  his 
wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with   un- 
common affeclion.   As  he  refided  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  country,  and  we 
were  five  gentlemen  with  as  many  fer- 
vants, we  carried  fome  provifion  with 
us  from  the  next  market-town,  left  we 
fhould  find  him  unprepared   for  our 
reception.    The  roads  being  bad,  we 
did  not  arrive  at  the  houie  till   two 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon ;    and  were 
agreeably  furprized  to  find  a  very  good 
dinner  ready  in  the  kitchen,  and  the 
cloth  laid  with  fix  covers.    My  friend 
himfelt  appeared  in  his  beft  apparel  at 
the  gate,  and  received  us  with  open 
anus,  telling  me  he  had  been  expell- 
ing us  thefe  two  hours.    Aftonifhed  at 
this  declaration,  I  aiked  who  had  given 
him  intelligence  of  our  coming;  and 
he  fmiled,  without  making  apy  other 
reply.    However,  presuming  upon  our 
former  intimacy,  I  afterwards  infifted 
upon  knowing ;  and  he  told  me,  vci  y 
gravely,  he  had  feen  me  in  a  vifion  of 
the  fecond  fight.    Nay,  he  called  in  the 
evidence  of  his  ftew.ard,  who  folemnly 
declared,  that  his  mafter  had  the  day 
before  apprized  him  of  my  coming, 
with  four  other  ftrangers,  and  ordered 
him  to  provide  accordingly  ;  in  conle-. 
quence  of  which  intimation,-  he  had 
prepared  the  dinner  which  we  were  now 
eating,  and  laid  the  covers  according 
to  the  number  foretold.'  The  incident 
we  all  owned  to  be  remarkable*  and  I  en- 
deavoured to  account  for  it  by  natural 
means.     I  obierved,  that  as  the  gentle- 
man was  of  a  viiionary  turn,  the  cafual 
idea,  or  remembrance,  of  his  old  friend, 
might  fuggcit  thofe  circunillances, which 
accident  h?.d  for  once  realized;  -but  that 
in  all  probability  he  had  ieen  many  vi- 
fions  of  the  fanv.  kind,  which  were  never 
verified.    None  of  the  company  directly 
dilllnie  !  fiom  my  opinion;  but,  from 
the  ob  '  wefe  hinted,  I  could 

plainly  perceive  that  the  majority  were 
ied  there  was  fo::.  c  ex- 

traordinary in  the  cale. 

Another  gentleman  of.  the  company, 

aildreffing  hiinfelf  to  me—'  \Vitliout  all 
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doubt,'  faid  he,  '  a  difeafed  imagina- 
tion is  very  apt  to  produce  viiions;  but 
ws  mull  find  ibme  other  method  to  ac- 
count for  fomething  of  this  kind  that 
happened  within  thele  eight  days  in  my 
neighbourhood.  A  gentleman  of  a 
good  family,  who  cannot  be  deemed  a 
vifionary  in  any  fenfe  of  the  word,  was 
near  his  own  gate,  in  the  twilight,  vi- 
fited  by  his  grandfather,  who  has  been 
dead  thele  fifteen  years.  The  fpe6tre 
was  mounted  feemingly  on  the  very 
hori'e  he  tiled  to  ride,  with  an  angry 
and  terrible  countenance,  and  faid 
(omething,  which  his  grandfon,  in  the 
confiifion  of  his  fear,  could  not  under-, 
Hand.  But  this  was  not  all :  he  lifted 
up  a  huge  hode-whip,  and  applied  it 
with  great  violence  to  his  back  and 
Ihoulders,  on  which  I  law  the  impref- 
fion  with  my  own  eyes.  The  appari- 
tion was  afterwards  feen  by  the  fextou 
of  the  parifh,  hovering  about  the  tomb 
where  his  tody  lies  interred ;  as  the 
man  declared  to  feveral  perfons  in  the 
village,  before  he  knew  what  had  hap- 
pened to  the  gentleman.  Nay,  he  ac- 
tually came  to  me  as  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  in  order  to  make  oath  of  thefe 
particulars ;  which,  however,  I  declin- 
ed administering.  As  for  the  grandfon 
of  the  defunct,  he  is  a  fober,  fe'nfible, 
worldly-minded  fellow,  too  intent  up- 
on ichemes  of  intereft  to  give  into  re- 
veries. He  would  have  willingly  con- 
cealed the  affair ;  but  he  bawled  out 
in  the  firll  tranfport  of  his  fear,  and, 
running  into  the  houfe,  expofed  his 
back  and  his  i'conce  to  the  whole  fami- 
ly ;  fo  that  there  was  no  denying  it  in 
the  fecmel.  It  is  now  the  common  dif- 
courfe  of  the  country,  that  this  ap- 
pearance and  behaviour  of  the  old 
man's  fpirit  portends  fome  great  cala- 
mity to  the  family,  and  the  good  wo- 
man has  actually  taken  to  her  bed  in 
this  appreheniion.' 

Though  I  did  not  pretend  to  explain 
this  myftery,  I  faid  I  did  not  at  all 
doubt  but  it  would  one  day  appear  to  be 
a  deception ;  and,  in  all  probability,  a 
fcherae  executed  by  fome  enemy  of  the 
perfon  who  had  fuftained  the  affault : 
but  ftill  the  gentleman  infilled  upon  the 
clearnefs  of  the  evidence,  and  the  concur- 
rence of  teftimony,  by  which  two  credi- 
table witnelTes,  without  any  communica- 
tion Orte  with  another,  affirmed  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  fame  man,  with  whole 
they  were  both,  well  acquainted. 


^romDrurnlar.rigwepurfvedtjjecourie 
of  the  Nid  to  Dumfries,  which  Hands 
feveral  miles  above  the  place  where  the 
river  falls  into  the  fea ;  and  is,  after  Glaf- 
gow,  the  handfomeft  town  I  have  leen  in 
Scotland.  The  inhabitants,  indeed,  feem 
to  have  propofed  that  city  as  their  model, 
not  only  in  beautifying  their  town  and 
regulating  it's  police,  but  alfo  in  profe- 
cuting  their  fchemes  of  commerce  and 
manufacture,  by  which  they  are  grovvi^ 
rich  and  opulent. 

We  re-entered  England  by  the  way  of 
CaiTille,  where  we  accidentally  met  with 
our  friend  Lilmahago,  whom  we  "had 
in  vain  enquired  after  at  Dumfries  and 
•other  places.  It  would  feem  that  the  cap- 
tain, like  the  prophets  of  old,  is  but  lit- 
tle honoured  in  his  own  country,  which 
he  has  now  renounced  lor  ever.  He  gave 
me  the  following  particulars  of  his  vifit 
to  his  native  foil.  In  his  way  to  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  he  learned  that  his  ne- 
phew had  married  the  daughter  of  a 
burgeois,  who  directed  a  weaving  manu- 
facture, and  had  gone  into  partner/hip 
with  his  father-in-law.  Chagrined  with  - 
this  information,  he  had  arrived  at  the 
gate  in  the  twilight,  where  he  heard  the 
found  of  treddles  in  the  great  hall,  which 
had  exafperated  him  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  had  like  to  have  loft  his  fenfes. 
While  he  was  thus  tranfported  with  in- 
dignation, his  nephew  chanced  to  come 
forth;  when,  being  no  longer  matter  of 
his  paffion,  he  cried — '  Degenerate  raf- 
'  cal !  you  have  made  my  father's  houlc 
*  a  den  of  thieves !'  and  at  the  lame  time 
chaftifed  him  with  his  hode-whip :  then, 
riding  round  the  adjoining  village,  he 
had  vilited  theburying-groundof  his  an- 
ceftors  by  moon-light  j  and,  having  paid 
his  relpecls  to  their  manes,  travelled  all 
night  to  another  part  of  the  country. 
Finding  the  head  of  his  family  in  fuch  a 
dilgraceful  fituation,  all  his  own  friends 
dead  or  Removed  from  the  places  of  their 
former  refidence,  and  the  expence  of 
living  increafed  to  double  of  what  it  had 
been  when  he  firft  left  his  native  coun- 
try, he  had  bid  it  an  eternal  adieu,  and 
was  determined  to  feek  for  repofe  among 
the  forefts  of  America. 

I  was  no  longer  at  a  lofs  to  accouu t  for 
the  apparition  which  had  been  defcribed 
at  Di  umlanrig ;  and  when  I  repeated  the 
ftory  to  the  lieutenant,  he  was  much 
pleafed  to  think  his  rei'entment  had  been 
fo  much  more  effectual  than  he  intended  ; 
and  he  owned,  he  might  at  fucli  an  hour, 
U  i  and; 
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£nd  in  fuch  an  equipage,  very  well  pafs 
for  the  ghoit  of  his  father,  whom  he  was 
laid  greatly  to  referable.  Between  friends, 
I  fancy  Lilmahago  will  find  a  retreat 
without  going  ib  far  as  the  wigwams  of 
the  Miamis.  My  After  Tabby  is  making 
continual  advances  to  him  in  the  way  of 
affection  ;  and,  if  I  jnay  truft  to  appear- 
ances, the  captain  is  diipqled  to  take  op- 
portunity by  the  forelock.  For  my  part, 
J  intend  to  encourage  this  correfpon- 
der  ce,  and  mail  be  glad  to  fee  them  unit- 
pd.  In  t':at  cafe,  we  fliall  find  a  way  to 
fettle  them  comfortably  in  our  own 
neiprhhourhood.  I  and  my  fervants  will 
get  ,i •'.  of  a  very  troublefeme  and  tyran- 
nick.  governantej  and  I  mail  have  the 
benefit  of  Lifmahago's  converfation, 
without  being  obliged  to  take  more  of 
his  company  than  I  defire;  for  though 
an  olla  is  an  high-flavoured  dim,  I  could 
not  bear  to  dine  upon  it  every  day  of  my 
life. 

I  am  much  pleafed  with  Manchefter, 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  and 
flourishing  towns  in  Great  Britain ;  and 
I  peiccive  that  this  is  the  place  which 
hath  animated  the  fpirit,  and  fuggefted 
the  chief  manufactures  of  Glafgow.  We 
prcpofe  to  vifit  Chatfworth,  the  Peak, 
and  Buxton ;  from  which  laft  place  we 
fhall  proceed  dire&ly  homewards, though 
by  eafy  journies.  If  the  leafon  has  been 
as  favourable  in  Wales  as  in  the  North, 
your  harveft  is  happily  finilhed;  and  we 
have  nothing  left  to  think  of  but  our 
October,  of  which  let  Barns  be  properly 
reminded.  You  will  find  me  much  bet- 
ter in  flefli  than  I  was  at  our  parting  ; 
and  this  mort  feparation  has  given  amw 
fdge  to  thofe  Sentiments  of  friendship 
with  which  I  always  have  been,  and  ever 
ihall  be,  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
MANCHESTER,  SEPT.  15. 

TO    MRS.  GWYLLIM,   HOUSEKEEPER 
AT  BKAMBLETON-HALL. 

MRS.  GWYLLIM, 


IT  has  pleafed  Providence  to  bring  us 
fate  back  to  England,  and  partake 
us  in  many  pearls  by  land  and  water,  in 
particular  the  Devif*  Harfe  a-pikg,  and 
Htyderfi  Hole,  which  hath  got  no  bot- 
tom ;  and,  as  we  are  drawing  huom- 
waixls,  it  may  be  proper  to  uprife  you, 
(hat  Biambluon  Hall  may  be  in  a  con-  SIPTR.  18. 


dition  to  receive  us,  after  this  lor>n  ,^rr- 
ney  to  the  iflands  of  Scotland.  By  the 
firlt  of  next  month  you  may  begin  to 
make  conftant  fires  in  my  brother's  cham- 
ber and  mine ;  and  burn  a  fagget  every 
day  in  the  yellow  damaSk  room  :  have 
the  tefter  and  curtains  dulled,  and  the 
fatherbed  and  matroffes  well  haired,  be- 
caufe,  perhaps,  with  the  blifling  of  Ha- 
ven, they  may  be  yooied  on  fome  occa- 
fion.  Let  the  ould  hogfheads  be  well 
flcewred  and  fealbned  for  bear,  as  Matit 
refolved  to  have  his  fejlcr  choak  fool. 

If  the  houfe  was  mine,  I  would  turn 
over  a  new  leaf.  I  don't  fee  why  the  frir- 
vants  of  Wales  fhould'n't  drink  fair  wa- 
ter, and  eat  hot  cakes  and  barley  cale,  as 
they  do  in  Scotland,  without  troubling 
the  botcher  above  ence  a  quarter.  I  hope 
you  keep  accunt  of  Roger's  pnrfeeding 
in  reverence  to  the  butter-milk.  I  ex- 
peel  my  dew  when  I  come  hucm,  v/ith- 
out  baiting  an  afs,  I'll  aSfure  you.  As 
you  inuft  have  layed  a  great  many  more 
eggs  than  would  be  eaten,  I  do  fuppofe 
there  is  a  power  of  turks,  chickings,  and 
guzzling,  about  the  houfe ;  and  a  brave" 
kergo  of  cheefe  ready  for  market ;  and 
that  the  owl  has  been  lent  to  Crickhowel, 
faving  what  the  maids  fpun  in  the  fa- 
mily. 

Pray  let  the  whole  houfe  and  furniture 
have  a  thorough  cleaning  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, for  the  honour  of  Wales ;  and  lot 
Roger  fearch  into,  and  make  a  general 
clearance  of  the  flit-holes  which  the  maids 
have  in  fecret  5  for  I  know  they  are  much 
given  to  floth  and  uncleannefs.  I  hope 
you  have  worked  a  reformation  among 
them,  as  I  exhorted  you  in  my  la(t,  and 
fct  their  hearts  upon  better  things  than 
they  can  find  in  junkitting  and  caterwaul- 
ing with  the  fellows  of  the  country. 

As  for  Win  Jenkins,  me  has  under- 
gone a  perfect  metamur|)hyfis,and  is  be- 
come a  new  creeter  from  the  ammunition; 
of  Humphrey  Clinker,  our  new  footman, 
a  pious  young  man,  who  has  laboured 
exceedingly,  that  flie  may  bring  forth 
fruits  of  repentance.  I  make  no  doubt 
but  he  will  take  the  fame  pains  with  that 
pert  hufley  Mary  Jones,  and  all  of  you  \ 
and  that  he  may  have  power  given  to  pe- 
netrate and  inlcil  his  goodnefs,  even  into 
your  moft  inward  parts,  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  your  friend  in  the  fpirit, 
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TO  DR.  LEWIS. 
»*AR  LEWIS, 

LISMAHAGO  is  more  paradoxical 
than  ever.  The  late  gulp  he  had  of 
his  native  air,  Teems  to  have  blown  freih 
ipirit  into  ail  his  polemicaj  faculties.     I 
congratulated  him  the  other  day  on  the 
prelent  flourishing  ftate  of  his  country, 
oblerving  that  the  Scots  were  now  in  a 
fair  way  to  wipe  off  the  national  reproach 
of  poverty,  and  exprcffir.g  my  latisfac- 
tion  at  the  happy  effects  of  the  Union,  fo 
conipicuous  in  the  improvement  of  their 
agriculture,    commerce,    manufactures, 
and  manners.    The^lieutenant,  fcrewing 
up  his  features  into  a  look  of  diflent  and 
difguft,  commented  on  my  remarks  to 
this  effect :  '  Thole  who  reproach  a  na- 
tion for  it's  poverty,  when  it  is  not 
owing  to  the  profligacy  or  vice  of  the 
people,  defcrve  no  anlwer.    The  Lace- 
dsemonians  were  poorer  than  the  Scots, 
when  they  took  the  lead  among  all  the 
free  ftates  of  Greece,  and  were  efteemed 
above  them  all  for  their  valour  and 
their  virtue.  The  moft  refpeclable  he- 
roes of  ancient  Rome,  fuch  as  Fabri- 
cius,  Cincinnatus,  and  Regulus,  were 
poorer  than  the  pooreft  freeholder  in 
Scotland  ;  and  there  are  at  this  day  in- 
dividuals in  North  Britain,  one  of  whom 
can  produce  more  gold  and  filver  than 
the  whole  Republick  of  Rome  could 
raii'e  at  thole  times  when  her  publick 
virtue  (hone  withunrivalled  luftre ;  and 
poverty  was  fo  far  from  being  a  re- 
proach, that  it  added  frefli  laurels  to 
her  fame,  becaufe  it  indicated  a  noble 
contempt  of  wealth,  which  was  proof 
againft  all  the  arts  of  corruption.     If 
poverty  be  a  fub'eft  for  reproach,  it 
follows  that  wealth  is  the  object  of 
efteem  and  veneration.    In  that  cafe, 
there  are  Jews  and  others  in  Amfter- 
dam  and  London,  enriched  by  ufury, 
peculation,    and   different    fpecies   of 
fraud  and  extortion,   who  are   more 
eftimable  than  the  moft  virtuous  and 
illuftrique  members  of  the  community. 
An  abfurdity  which  no  man  in  his 
fenfes  will  offer  to  maintain.    Riches 
are  certainly  no  proof  of  merit ;  nay, 
they  are  often  (if  not  molr  commonly) 
acquired  by  perfons  of  fordid  minds 
and  mean  talents :  nor  do  they  give 
any  intrinfick  worth  to  the  pofleffor ; 
'  but,  on  the  contraiy,  tend  to  pervert 
•*  his  understanding,  and  render  his  mo- 
'  rals  more  depraved.    But,  granting 


that  poverty  were  really  matter  of  re- 
proach, it  car.not  be  iulily  imputed  to 
Scotland.  No  country  is  poor  that  c?n 
fupply  it's  inhabitant*  with  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  and  even  afford  articles 
for  exportation.  Scotland  is  richinna- 
tural  advantages:  it  produces  every 
fpecies  of  provision  in  abundance ;  vail 
herds  of  cattle  and  fiocks  of  fhccp,  with 
a  great  number  of  hories ;  pivuigiou* 
quantities  of  wool  and  flax,  with  plenty 
of  copfe-wood,  and  in  lome  parts  large 
forces  of  timber.  The  earth  is  ftiil 
more  rich  below  than  above  the  iiir- 
foce.  It  yields  inexhauitible  Itores  ~,f 
coal,  free-ltone,  marble,  lead,  iron, 
copper,  and  filver,  with  foine  gold. 
The  fea  abounds  with  excellent  fi/h, 
and  fait  to  cure  them  for  exportation  j 
and  there  are  creeks  and  harbour  ground 
the  whole  kingdom,  for  the  conveni-> 
ence  and  fecurity  of  navigation.  The 
face  of  the  countrydifplays  aim-prizing 
number  of  cities,  towns,  villas,  and 
villages,  fwarmhig  with  people  j  and 
there  feems  to  be  no  want  of  art,  in- 
dultry,  government,  and  police:  fuch 
a  kingdom  can  never  be  called  poor, 
in^ny  fenfe  of  the  word,  though  there 
may  be  many  ethers  more  powerful 
and  opulent.  But  the  proper  ufe  ol" 
theie  advantages,  ar.d  the  prelent  pro- 
fperity  of  the  Scots,  you  leem  to  de- 
rive from  the  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms !' 

I  faid,  I  fuppofed  he  would  not  deny 
that  the  appearance  of  the  country  was 
much  mended ;  that  the  people  lived  bet- 
ter, had  more  trade,  and  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  money  circulating,  fuice  the  Union, 
than  before.    '  I  may  fafely  admit  thefe 
premifes,'    anfwered    the    lieutenant, 
without  fubfcribing  to  your  inference. 
The  difference  you  mention,  I  fhoxild 
take  to  be  the  natural  progress  of  im- 
provement.    Since  that  period,  otlitr 
nations,  fuch  as  the  Swedes,  the  Danes, 
and   in  particular  the   French,    have 
greatly  increafed  in  commerce,  without 
p.ny  fuch  caufe  affigned.     Before  the 
Union,  there  was  a  remarkable  fpiiit 
of  trade  among  the  Scots,  as  appeared 
in  the  cafe  of  their  Darien  Company, 
in  which  they  had  embarked  no  lels 
thnn  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterlinjr  ;  and  in  the  floui  ifhing  ftate  of 
the  maritime  towns  in  Fife,  and  on  the 
cauvm-coail,  enriched  by  their  trade 
with  France;   which  failed  in  confe  - 
qnence  of  the  Union.     The  only  Iblid 
commercial  advantage    reaped  from 
«  that 
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that  meafure,  was  the  privilege  of  trad- 
ing totheEnglifh  plantations  ;  yet,  ex- 
cepting Glafgow  and  Dumfries^  I  do 
not  know  any  other  Scotch  towns  con- 
cerned in  that  traffick.  In  other  re- 
fpec~is,  I  conceive  the  Scots  were  lofers 
by  the  Union.  They  loft  the  inde- 
pendency of  their  ftate,  the  greateft 
prop  of  national  fpirit ;  they  loll  their 
parliament,  and  their  courts  of  juftice 
were  fubiecl=d  to  the  revifion  and  fa- 
premacy  of  an  Englifh  tribunal.' 
'  Softly,  captain/  cried  I,  *  you  can- 
not be  laid  to  hnve  loll  your  own  par- 
liament, while  you, are  reprefented  in 
that  of  Great  Britain/—'  True,'  faid 
if,  with  afarcafiick  grin, '  in  debates  of 
national  competition,  the  fixteen  peers 
and  forty-five  commoners  of  Scotland 
muft  make  a  formidable  figure  in  the 
fcaleagainft  the  whole  Englifh  legif  la  - 
ture." — c  Be  that  as  it  may,'  I  obferv- 
ed,  '  while  I  had  the  honour  to  fit  in 
the  lower  houfe,  the  Scotch  members 
had  always  the  majority  on  their  fide.' 
— *  I  underiland  you,  Sir,'  iaid  he, '  they 
generally  fide  with  the  majority ;  fo 
much  the  worie  for  their  conftituents. 
But  even  this  evil  is  not'the  worft  they 
have  fuftained  by  the  union.  Their 
trade  has  been  faddled  with  grievous 
impofitlons,  and  every  article  of  living 
feverely  taxed,  to  pay  the  intereft  of 
enormous  debts,  contracted  by  the 
Englifh  in  'fupport  of  meafnres  and 
connections  in  which  the  Scots  had  no 
intereft  nor  concern.'  I  begged  he 
would  at  leaft  allow,  that  by  the  union 
the  Scots  were  admitted  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  Englifh  fub- 
jecls;  by  which  means  multitudes  of 
them  were  provided  for  in  the  army  and 
navy,  and  got  fortunes  in  different  parts 
of  England  and  it's  dominions.  '  All 
thele,'  faid  he,  '  become  Englifh  fub- 
jefts  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  and 
are  in  a  great  meafure  loft  to  their  mo- 
ther-counti  y.  The  fpirit  of  rambling 
and  adventure  has  been  always  pecu- 
liar to  the  natives  of  Scotland.  If  they 
had  not  met  with  encouragement  in 
England,  they  would  have  fcr/ed  and 
fettled,  as  formerly,  in  other  countries; 
fuch  as  Mufcovy,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Poland,  Germany,  France,  Piedmont, 
and  Italy  ;  in  all  which  nations  their 
dcf'ccndants  continue  to  flourifh  even 

*  at  this  day.' 

By  this  time  my  patience  began  to 
fail,  and  I  exclaimed — '  For  Ged's  fake, 

*  what  has  England  got  by  this  union, 


which  you  fay  has  been  fo  productive 
of  misfortune  to  the  Scots  ? — '  Great 
and  manifold  are  the  advantages  which 
England  derives  from  the  union,'  faid 
^ifmahago,  in  a  folenrn  tone.  '  Firft 
and  foremoft,  the  fettlement  of  -the 
proteftant  fucceflion ;  a  point  which  the 
Englifh  miniftry  drove  with  fuch  ea- 
gernefs,  thatnoftone  was  left  unturned 
to  caiole  and  bribe  a  few  leading  men 
to  cram  the  union  down  the  throats  of 
the  Scottifh  nation,  who  were  lurjjriz- 
ingly  averfe  to  the  expedient.  They 
gained  by  it  a  confiderable  addition  of 
territory,  extending  their  dominion  to 
the  fea  on  all  fides  of  the  ifland,  there- 
by  fhutting  up  all  back-doors  againft 
the  enterprizes  of  their  enemies.  They 
got  an  acceflion  of  above  a  million  of 
ufeful  fuhjecls,  conflicting  a  never- 
failiivg  nurfery  of  ieamen,  i'oldiers,  la- 
bourers, and  mechanicks ;  a  rnoft  valu- 
able acquifition  to  a  trading  country, 
expofed  to  foreign  wars,  and  obliged  to 
maintain  a  number  of  Settlements  i  n  ell 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  In  the 
courie  of  feven  years,  during  the  laft 
war,  Scotland  furnrflied  the  Englifh 
aimy  and  navy  with  feventy  thoulhnd 
men,  over  and  above  thofe  who  mi- 
grated to  their  colonies,  or  mingled 
with  them  at  home  in  their  civil  de- 
partments of  life.  This  was  a  very 
confiderable  and  feafonable  fupply  to 
a  nation  whofe  people  had  been  for 
many  years  decreafing  in  number,  nr.d 
wliofe  lands  and  imnufaflures  were 
actually  fufFering  for  want  of  hands.  I 
need  not  remind  ycu  of  the  hackneyed 
maxim,  that,  to  a  nation  in  fuch  cir- 
mces,  a  fupply  of  induftrious 
people  is  a  fupply  of  wealth  ;  nor  re- 
.-.n  obfervation  which  is  now  re- 
ceived as  an  eternal  truth,  even  among 
the  Englifh  themfelves,  that  the  Scots 
who  fettle  ih  South  Britain  are  remark- 
ably fober,  orderly,  and  induftrious.' 
I  allowed  the  truth  of  this  remark, 
adding,  that,  by  their  induftry,  oecono- 
my,  and  -circumfpeflion,  many  of  them 
in  England,  as  well  as  in  her  colonies, 
amaflcd  large  fortunes,  with  which  they 
returned  to  their  own  country,  and  tin's 
was  fo  much  loft  to  South  Britain.  '  Give 
me  leave,  Sir,'  faid  he,  'toaffure  you, 
that  in  your  faft  you  are  miftaken, 
and  in  your  deduction  erroneous.  Not 
one  in  two  hundred  that  leave  Scot- 
land, ever  returns  to  fettle  in  his  own 
country ;  and  the  few  that  do  return, 
c,arry  thither  nothing  that  can  poflibly 
'  diminifh} 
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«  tVnntr.Ifh  the  (lock  of  South  Britain.1 

*  For  none  of  their  treafure  Magnates  in 

*  'Scotland;  there  is  a  continual  circu- 

*  lation,  like  that  of  the  blood  in  the 

*  human  body,  and  England  is  the  heart. 

*  to  which  all  the  ftreams  which  it  dif- 
'  tributes  are  refunded  and  returned : 

*  nay,    in  confequence  of  that  luxury 
'  which  our  connection  with  England 
'  hath  greatly  encouraged,  if  not  intro- 

*  duced,  all  the  produce  of  our  lands, 

*  and  all  the  profits  of  cm-  t/ade,  are  en- 
'  grolfed  bv  the  natives  of  South  Britain ; 

'  for  you  will  find  that  the  exchange  ' 

*  between  the  two  kingdoms  is  always 

*  againft  Scotland,  and  that, me  retains 
'  neither  gold  nor  lilver  fufficient  for  her 

*  own  circulation.     The  Scots,  not  con- 

'  tent  with  their  own  manufactures  and  . 

*  produce,  which  would  veiy  well  an- 
'  fwer  all  neceffary  oecanons,  feem  to 

*  vie  with  each  other  in  purchasing  fu- 
'  perfluities    from  England;    fuch   as 
V  broad-cloth,  velvets,  ftuffs,  filks,  lace, 

*  furs,  jewels,  furniture  of  all  forts,  fu- 
'  gar,  rum,  tea,  chocolate,  and  coffee :  in 
'  a  word,  not  only  every  mode  of  the 

*  moft  extravagant  luxury,  but  even  ma-. 

*  ny  articles  of  convenience,  which  th  y 

*  might  find  as  good,  and  much  cheap- 
4  er,   in  their  own  country.     For   all 

*  thefe  particulars,  I  conceive  England 
'  may  touch  about  one  million  fterling  a 
'  year.  I  do  not  pretend  to  make  an  exact 

*  calculation ;  perhaps  it  may  be  fome- 
'  thing  lefs,  and  perhaps  a  great  deal 
'  more.     The  annual  revenue   ariling 
^_  from  all  the  private  eitates  of  Scotland 
'  cannot  fall  mort  of  a  million  fterling; 

*  and,  I  mould  imagine,  their  trade  will 

*  amount  to  as  much  more.     I  know  the 

*  linen  manufacture  alone  returns  near 
half  a  million,  exclulive  of  the  home- 

'  •  confumption  of  that  article.  If,  there- 
'  fore,  North  Britain  pays  a.balance  of 
'  a  million  annually  to  England,  I  infift 

*  upon  it,  that  country  is  more  valuable 
'  to  her,  in  the  way  of  commerce,  than 
'  any  colony  in  her  pofleflion,  over  and 

*  above  the  other  advantages  which  I 

*  have  fpecified;  therefore  they  are  no 

*  friends,  either  to  England  or  to  truth, 
'  who  affect  to  depreciate  the  northern 

*  part  of  the  united  kingdom.' 

I  muft  own  I  was  at  firft  a  little  net- 
tled to  find  myfelf  ichooled  in  fo  many 
particulars.  Though  I  did  not  receive 
•  all  his  affertions  as  gofpel,  I  was  not 
prepared  to  refute  them  ;  and  I  cannot 
help  now  acquiefcing  in  his  remarks,  fo 
fat  as  to  think,  that  the  contempt  for 


Scotland,  .which  prevails  too  much  oiv 
this  fide  the  Tweed,  is  founded  on  pre- 
judice and  error.     After  ibme  recollec- 
tion— '  Well,  captain/  (aid  I,  '  you  have 
argued  itoutly  for  the  importance  of 
your  ow.n  country :  for  my  part,  I  hava 
fuch  a  regard  for  our  fellow-fubjects 
of  North  #i!  tain,  that  I  (hall  be  glad  to 
fe.e,  the  day .  when  your  peafants  cau 
afford  ^to  give.r.ll  their  oats  to  their 
cattle,  hogs,  rmd  poultry,  and  indulge 
themftlvcs  with  good  wheaten  loaves,. 
inftead  of  fuch  poor,  unpalateable,  and 
inflammatory  diet.'      Here  again   I 
brought  myfelf  into  a  preniunire  with 
the  difputaceous  Caledonian.     He.  laid 
he  hoped  he  mould  never  fee  the  com- 
mon people  lifted  out  of  that  fphere  for 
which  they  were  intended  by  nature  and 
the  co'urfe  of  things ;   that  they  might 
have  fome  reafon  to  complain  of  their 
bread,  if  it  weremixed,  like  that  of  Nor- 
way, with  faw-duitand  fiih-bones  ;  but 
that  oatmeal  was,  he  apprehended,  as 
nourimmg  and  ialutary  as  wheat-flour, 
and  .the  Scots  in  general  thought  it  at 
lealt  as  favouiy.     He  affirmed,   that  a 
moufe,  which,  in  the  article  of  felf-pre- 
fervation,  might  be  fuppofed  to  a6l  from 
infallible  inflir.cl,  would  always  prefer 
oats  to  wheat,  as  appeared  from  experi- 
ence ;  for,  in  a  place  where  there  was  & 
parcel  of  each,  that  animal  had  never  be- 
gun to  feed  upon  the  latter  till  all  the  oats 
were  confumed.  For  their  nutritive  qua- 
lity, he  appealed  to  the  hale  robuft  confti- 
tutions  of  the  people  who  lived  chiefly 
upon  oatmeal;   and,  inftead  of  being 
inflammatory,  he  aflerted,  that  it  was 
cooling  Cub-acid,  balfamick  and  mucila- 
ginous ;  infomuch  that,  in  all  inflamma- 
tory diftempers,  recourfe  was  had  to  wa- 
ter-gruel,and  flummery  mudeof  oatmeal. 
'  At  leaft/  faid  I,  '  give  me  leave  to 
wi(h  them  fuch  a  degree  of  commerce 
as  may  enable  them  to  follow  their  own 
inclinations.' — {  Heaven  forbid!' cried 
this  philofopher.     '  Woe  be  to  that  na- 
tion where  the  multitude  is  at  liberty 
to  follow  their  own  inclinations  !  Com- 
merce is  undoubtedly  a  blefling,  while 
reftrained  within  it's  proper  channels  ; 
b-.it  a  glut  of  wealth  brings  along  with 
it  a  glut  of  evils :  it  brings  falfe  tafte, 
falfe  appetite,  falfe  wants,  profufion, 
venality,  contempt  of  order,  engender- 
ing a  f.;irit  of  licentioufnefs,  infolence, 
and  faction,  that  keeps  the  community 
in  continual  ferment,  and  in  time  de- 
ftroys  all  the  diftinctions  of  civil  foci- 
ety  5  fo  that  univerfal  anarchy  andup- 
'  roar 
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roar  muft  enfue..    Will  any  fenfible 
man  affirm  that  thfc  national  advan- 
tages of  opulence  are  to  be  fought  on 
thefe  terms  ?' — '  No,  fure ;  but  I  am 
one  of  tiiofe  who  think,  that,  by  pro- 
per regulations,  commerce  may  pro- 
d.ice  every  national  benefit  without  the 
allay  of  fuch  concomitant  evils.' 
So  much  for  the  dogmata  of  my  friend 
I/ifmahago;  whom  I  defcribe  the  more 
eircumftantially,  as   I  firmly  believe  he 
will  fet  up  his  reft  in  Monmouthmire. 
Yefterday,  while  I  was  alone  with  him, 
he  aflced,  in  feme  confufion,  if  I  mould 
have  any  objection  to  the  iuccefs  of  a 
gentleman  and  a  fcldier,  provided  he 
Ihould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  engage  my 
filler's  affection.     I  anfwered,,  without 
hefitation,  that  my  fitter  was  old  enough 
to  judge  for  herftlf ;  and  that  I  mould  be 
very  far  from  difapproving  any  refolu- 
tion  (lie  might  take  in  his  favour.     His 
eyes  fparkled  at  this  declaration.     He 
declared  he  mould  think  himfelf  thehap- 
preftman  on  earth  to  be  connected  with 
my  family  ;  and  that  he  mould  never  be 
weary  of  giving  me  proofs  of  his  grati- 
tude and  attachment.     I  fuppofe  Tabby 
and  he  are  already  agreed ;  in  which  cafe 
ve  mall  have  a  wedding  at  Brambletou 
Hall,  and  you  mail  give  away  the  bride : 
it  is  the  leaft  thing  you  can  do,  by  way 
of  atonement  for  your  former  cruelty  to 
that  poor  love-fick  maiden,  who  has  been 
fo  long  a  thorn  in  the  fide  of  yours 
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We  have  been  at  Bttxton  ;  but,  as  I  did 
not  much  relifh  either  the  company  or 
the  accommodations,  and  had  no  oc- 
cafion  for  the  water,  we  llayed  but  two 
nights  in  the  place. 


TO  SIR  WATKlN  PHILLIPS, BART.  AT 
OXON. 

PEAR   WAT, 

ADVENTURES  begin  to  thicken 
./JL  as  we  advance  to  the  fouthward. 
Lifimhagohas  nowprofclTed  himfelf  the 
admirer  of  our  aunt,  and  carries  on  his 
addrcfles  under  the  (auction  of  her  bro- 
ther's approbation;  fo  that  we  fhall cer- 
tainly have  a  wedding  by  Chriftmas.  I 
mould  be  glad  you  v.-us  prelent  at  the 
nuptials,  to  help  me  to  tfirow  the  flock- 
ing, and  perform  other  ceremonies  pecu- 
liar to  that  occafion.  I  am  fure  it  will 


he  productive  of  fome  diverfion ;  an<f# 
truly,  ic  would  be  worth  your  while  ta 
come  acrofs  the  country  to  fee  two  Inch 
original  figures  in  bed  together,  \vith 
their  laced  night-caps ;  he  die  emblem 
of  good  chear,  and  (he  the  picture  of 
good-nature.  All  this  agreeable  pro- 
Ipecl  was  clouded,  and  had  well  nigh 
vaniflied  entirely,  in  cohfequence  of  a 
late  mifunderrtanding  between  the  future 
brothers-in-law,  which,  however,  is  now 
happily  removed. 

A  few  days  ago,  my  uncle  and  I,  go- 
ing to  vifit  a  relation,  met  with  Lord  Ox- 
mington  at  his  houfs,  who  aiked  us  ta 
dine  with  him  next  day,  and  we  accepted 
the  invitation.  Accordingly,  leaving  our 
women  under  the  care  of  Captain  Lifma- 
hago,  at  the  inn  where  we  had  lodged 
the  preceding  night,  in  a  little  town, 
about  a  mile  from  his  lordfhip's  dwel- 
ling, we  went  at  the  hour  appointed, 
and  had  a  fafhior.able  meal  lerved  up 
with  much  oftentation  to  a  company  of 
about  a  dozen  perfons,  none  ot  whom 
we  had  ever  feen  before.  His  lordihip 
is  much  more  remarkable  for  his  pride 
and  caprice,  than  for  his  hofpitality  and 
underftanding ;  and,  indeed,  it  appeared 
that  he  confidered  his  guells  merely  a» 
objefts  to  fhine  upon,  fo  as  to  refleft  the 
luftre  of  his  own  magnificence.  There 
was  much  (rate,  but  no  courtefy ;  and  a 
great  deal  of  compliment,  without  any . 
converfation.  Before  the  deflert  was  re- 
moved, our  noble  entertainer  propofed 
three  general  toafts  ;  then  calling  for  a 
glafs  of  wine,  and  bowing  all  round, 
wiftied  us  a  good  afternoon.  This  was 
the  iignal  for  the  company  to  break  up, 
and  they  obeyed  it  immediately,  all  ex- 
cept our  fquire,  who  was  greatly  (hocked 
at  the  manner  of  this  dilmifnon.  He 
changed  countenance,  bit  his  lips  in  fi- 
lence,  but  ftill  kept  his  feat ;  fo  that  his 
lordfliip  found  himfelf  obliged  to  gireus 
another  hint,  by  faying,  he  mould  be 
glad  to  fee  us  another  time.  *  There  is 
'  no  time  like  the  time  prefent,~cried  Mr. 
Bramble;  '  your  lord/hip  has  not  yet 
drank  a  bumper  to  the  beft  in  Cbrijlen- 
dom.'' — '  I'll  drink  no  more  bumpers 
to-day,'  anfwered  our  landlord ;  '  and 
I  am  fony  to  fee  you  have  drank  too 
many.— Order  the  gentleman's  car- 
riage to  the  gate.'  So  faying,  he  rofe, 
and  retired  abruptly;  our  iquire  ftarting 
up  at  the  fame  time,  laying  his  hand  up- 
on his  (word, and  eyeing  him  with  a  moil 
ferocious  af;x-£t.  The  matter  having 
vaniflied  in  this  manner,  our  uncle  bade 

one 


HUMPHRY  CLINKER. 


159 


one  of  the  fervants  to  fee  what  was  to 
pay ;  and  the  fellow  answering—'  This  is 
c  no  inn:1 — '  I  cry  you  mercy/  cried  the 
other;  '  I  perceive  it  is  not  ;  if  it  were, 
the  .landlord   would   be   more   civil. 
There  is  a  guinea,  however;  take  it; 
and  tell  your  lord,  that  I  mall  not  leave 
the  country  till  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  thank  him  in  perfon  for  his 
politenefs  and  hofpitality.' 
We  then  walked  down  ftairs  through 
a  double  range  of  lacqueys,  and  getting 
into  the  chaife,  proceeded  homewards. 
Perceiving  the  fquire  much  ruffled,  I 
ventured  to  difapproveofhisrefentment; 
obfenring  that,  as  Lprd  Oxmington  was 
v/ell  known  to  have  his  brain  very  ill 
timbered,  a  fenfible  man  mould  rather 
laugh,  than  be  angry,  at  his  ridiculous 
want  of  breeding.     Mr.  Bramble,  took 
umbrage  at  my  prefuming  to  be  wifer 
tl  in  he  upon  this  occafion ;  and  he  told 
rv,  that  as  he  had  always  thought  for 
it'  in  every  occurrence  in  lite,  he 
would  ftill  ufe  the  fame  privilege,  with 
my  good  leave. 

When  we  returned  to  our  inn,  he  clo- 
feted  Lifmahago  ;  and  having  explained 
his  grievance,  deli  red  that  gentleman  to 
go  and  demand  fatisfaction  of  Lord  Ox- 
mington in  his  name.     The  lieutenant 
charged   himfelf  with  this  commiffion, 
and  immediately  fet  out  on  horfeback  for 
his  lordlhip's  houfe,  attended,  at  his  own 
requeft,  by  my  man  Archy  Macalpine, 
who  had  been  ufed  to  military  fervice; 
and  tmly,  if  Macalpine  had  been  mount- 
ed upon  an  afs,  this  couple  might  have 
paffed  for  the  Knight  of  LaManchaand 
his  fquire  Panza.     It  was  not  till  after 
fome  demur,  that  Lifmahago  obtained  a 
private  audience,  at  which  he  formally 
defied  his  lordmip  to  fingle  combat,  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  Bramble,  avid  defired 
him  to  appoint  the  time  and  place.  Lord 
Oxmington  was  fo  confounded  at  this 
unexpected  meffage,  that  he  could  not, 
for  fome  time,  make  any  articulate  re- 
ply, but _ftood  flaring  at  the   lieutenant 
with  manifeft  marks    of  perturbation. 
At  length,  ringing  a  bell  with  great  ve- 
hemence,   he    exclaimed  — '  What!    a 
commoner  fend  a  challenge  to  a  peer 
of  the   realm!     Privilege!  privilege! 
Here  is  a  perfon  brings  me  a  challenge 
from  the  Welshman  that  dined  at  my 
table.   An  impudent  fellow!  My  wine 
is  not  yet  out  of  his  head.' 
The  whole  houfe  was  imir.  -diately  in 
commotion.  Mucalpiii.  made  a  ibldierly 


retreat  with  the  two  horfes;  but  the  caj> 
tain  was  fuddenly  furrounded  and  dif- 
armed  by  the  footmen,  whom  a  French 
valet  de  chambre  headed  in  this  exploit  5 
his  fword  was  paffed  through  a  clofe- 
ftool,  and  his  perfon  through  the  horfe- 
pond.     In  this  plight  he  returned  to  ths 
inn,  half  mad  with  his  difgrace.  Soviolen* 
was  the  rage  of  his  indignation,  that  he 
miftook  it's  object.    He  wanted  to  quar- 
rel with  Mr.  Bramble;  he  laid,  he  had 
been  dishonoured  on  this  account,  and  he 
looked  for  reparation  at  his  hands.    My 
uncle's  back  was  up  in  a  moment;  and 
hedefired  him  to  explain  his  pretenfions. 
Either  compel  Lord  Oxmington  to  give 
me  fatisfaction,'  cried  he, '  or  give  it  me 
in  your  own  perfon.* — '  The  latter  part 
of  the  alternative  is  the  moft  eafy  and 
expeditious,'  replied  the  fquire,  ftarting 
up ;  'if  you  are  difpofed  for  a  walk,  I  will 
*  attend  you  this  moment.' 

Here  they  were  interrupted  by  Mrs. 
Tabby,  who  had  overheard  all  that  pafled . 
She  now  burft  into  the  room,  and  run- 
ning betwixt  them,  in  great  agitation— 
'  Is  this  your  regard  forme,1  faid  /he  to 
the  lieutenant,  '  to  feek  the  life  of  my 
'  brother?'  Lifmahago,  who  feemed to 
grow  cool  as  my  uncle  grew  hot,  allured 
her  he  had  a  veiy  great  refpect  for  Mr. 
Bramble,  but  he  had  ftill  more  for  his 
own  honour,  which  had  fuffered  pollu- 
tion; but  if  that  could  be  once  purified,  he 
mould  have  no  further  caule  of  diflatif- 
faction.  The  fquire  faid  he  mould  have 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  vin- 
dicate the  lieutenant's  honour;  but,  as  he 
had  now  carved  for  himfelf,  he  might 
fwallow  and  digeft  it  as  well  as  he  could. 
In  a  word,  what  betwixt  the  mediation  of 
Mrs.  Tabitha,  the  recollection  of  the 
captain,  who  perceived  he  had  gone  too 
far,  and  the  remonftrances  of  your  hum- 
ble fervant,  who  joined  them  at  this 
juncture,  thofe  two  originals  were  per- 
fectly reconciled :  and  then  we  proceeded 
to  deliberate  upon  the  means  of  taking 
vengeance  for  the  infults  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  petulant  peer;  for,  until 
that,  aim  fhould  be  accomplifhed,  Mr. 
Bramble  fwore,  with  great  emphaiis,  that 
he  would  not  leave  the  inn  where  we  now 
lodged,  even  if  he  mould  pafs  his  Chrift- 
mas  on  the  fpot. 

In  confequenceof  our  deliberations,  we 
next  clay,  in  the  forenoon,  proceeded  in 
a.  body  to  his  lordfhip's  houfe,  sll  of  us, 
with  our  iervauts,  including  the  coach- 
man, mounted  a-horftback,  with  our 
X  piitols 
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piftols  loaded  and  ready  primed.     Thus 
prepared  for  action,  we  paraded  folemnly 
and   (lowly  before  his    lordfhip's    gate, 
which  we  parted  three  times  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  he  could  not  but  fee  us,  and 
lufpectthecauieof  our  appearance.  After 
dinner  we  returned,  and  performed  the 
f  ami  cavalcade,  which  was  again  repeated 
the  morning  following;  but  we  had  no 
occafion  to  perlifi  in  thefe  manoeuvres. 
About  noon  we  were  vilited  by  the  gen- 
tleman, at  whole  houfe  we  had  firft  ieen 
Lord  Oxmington.  He  now  came  to  make 
apologies  in  the  name  of  his  lordfhip,who 
declared  he  had  no  intention  to  give  of- 
fence to  my  uncle,  in  praclilmg  what  had 
been  always  the  cuftom  of  his  houfe;  and 
that  as  for  the  indignities  which  had  been 
put  upon  the  officer,  they  were  offered 
without  his  lord/hip's  knowledge,  at  the 
instigation  of  his  valet  de  chambre.    x  If 
'  that  be  the  cafe,'  laid  my  uncle,  in  a 
peremptory  tone,  '  I  mail  be  contented 
with  Lord  Oxmington's  perfonal  ex- 
cufes  ;  r.nd  I  hcpe  my  friend  will  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  lordfhip's  turning  that 
infbler.t  rafcal  out  of  his  fervice.' — 
Sir/  cried  Lifmahago,  '  I  mult  infift 
upon  taking  perfonal  vengeance  for  the 
perfonal  injuries  I  have  fuftainecl.' 
After  fbme  debate,  the  affair  was  ad- 
lufted  in  this  manner.  His  lordlhip,  meet- 
ing r.s  at  our  friend's  houfe,  declared  he 
was  furry  for  what  had  happened;  and 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  give  umbrage. 
The  valet  de  chambre  afked  pardon  of 
the  lieutenant  upon  his  knees,  when  Lif- 
mahago, to  the  altonifhment  of  all  pre- 
ient,  gave  him  a  violent  kick  on  the  face, 
which  laid  him  on  his  back,  exclaiming 
in  a  furious  tone — '  Ouije  te  pardonnet 
*  gens  f outre.' 

Such  was  the  fortunate  iflue  of  this 
perilous  adventure,  which  threatened 
abundance  of  vexation  to  our  family;  for 
the  fquire  is  one  of  thofe  who  will  facri- 
i\cc  both  life  and  fortune,  rather  than 
leave  wh?.t  they  conceived  to  be  the  leaft 
fpeck  or  blemifh  upon  their  honour  or  re- 
putation. His  lord/hip  had  no  fooner 
pronounced  his  apology,  with  a  very  bad 
grace,  than  he  went  away  in  fome  dif- 
order,  and,  I  dare  fay,  he  will  never  in- 
vite another  Welfhman  to  his  table. 

We  forthwith  quitted  the  field  of  this 
ntchievement,  in  order  to  profecute  our 
journey;  but  we  follow  no  determinate 
courfe.  We  make  final!  deviations,  to  fee 
the  remajkable  towns,  villas,  and  curio- 
fities  on  each  iide  of  our  route  ;  fo  that  we 


advance  by  flow  fteps  towards  the  borders 
of  Monmcuthmire :  but  in  the  midlt  of 
thefe  irregular  motions,  there  is  no  ab- 
berration  nor  eccentricity  in  that  affsclioa 
with  which  I  am,  dear  Wat,  yours  al- 
ways, 

J.  MELFORD. 

SEPTR.  28. 


TO    DR.    LEWIS. 

DEAR    DICK, 

A  T  what  time  of  life  may  a  man  think 
O"A.  himfelf  exempted  from  the  necefhty 
of  facrificing  his  repole  to  the  punctilios 
of  a  contemptible  world  ?  I  have  been 
engaged  in  a  ridiculous  adventure,  which 
I  fhall  recount  at  meeting;  and  this,  I 
hope,  will  not  be  much  longer  delayed,  as 
we  have  now  performed  ahnoft  all  our 
vifits,  and  feen  every  thing  that  I  think. 
has  any  right  to  retard  us  in  our  jourr.iy 
homewards.  A  tew  days  ago,  underftand- 
ing  by  accident,  that  my  old  friend  Bay- 
nard  was  in  the  country,  I  would  not  pafs 
fo  near  his  habitation  without  paying 
him  a  vifit,  though  our  correfpondence 
had  been  interrupted  for  a  long  couiTe  of 
years. 

I  felt  myfeif  very  fenfibly  affcfted  by 
the  ideas  of  our  pail  intimacy,  as  we  ap- 
proached the  place  where  we  had  fpent  fo 
many  happy  days  together;  but  when  we 
arrived  at  the  houfe,  I  could  not  recog- 
nize any  one  of  thofe  ob;e£ls  which  had 
been  fu deeply  imprefied  upon  myremem- 
brance.  The  tall  oaks  that  fhaded  the 
avenue  had  been  cut  down,  und  the  irt-n 
gates  at  the  end  of  it  removed,  together 
with  the  high  wall  that  furroundcd  the 
court  yard.  T  he  houfe  itfelf,  which  was 
formerly  a  consent  of  Ciftercian  monks, 
had  a  venerable  appearance  ;  and  along 
the  front  that  looked  into  the  garden,  was 
a  ftone  gallery,  which  afforded  me  many 
an  agreeable  walk,  when  I  was  dilpofed 
to  be  contemplative.  New  the  old  front 
is  covered  with  a  fcreen  of  modern  archi- 
tecture; fo  that  all  without  is  Grecian, 
and  all  within  Gothick.  As  for  the  gar- 
den, which  was  well  flocked  with  the  beft 
fruitwhich  England  could  produce,  there 
is  not  now  the  leaft  veftige  remaining  of 
trees,  walls,  or  hedges.  Nothing  ap- 
pears but  a  naked  circus  of  loofe  fand,  with 
a  dry  hafon,  and  a  leaden  triton  in  the 
middle. 

You  mxift  know,  that  Baynard,  at  his 

father's  death,  had  a  clear  eftate  of  fifteen 
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hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  was  in  other 
refpeits  extremely  well  qualified  to  make 
arefpefta'ole  figure  in  the  commonwealth  j 
but,  what  with  forns  exccffcs  of  youth, 
and  the  expence  of  a  conteiled  election, 
he  in  a  few  years  found  himlelf  encum- 
bered with  a  debt  often  thoufand  pounds, 
which  he  reiblved  to  difcharge  by  means 
of  a  prudent  marriage.  He  accordingly 
married  a  Mii's  Thomfon,  whole  fortune 
amounted  to  double  the  fum  that  he  owed. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  a  citizen,  who 
had  failed  in  trade;  but  her  fortune  came 
by  an  uncle  who  died  in  theEaft  Indies. 
Her  own  parents  being  dead,  Ihe  lived 
with  a  maiden  aunt,  who  had  fuperin- 
tended  her  education ;  and,  in  all  appear- 
ance, was  well  enough  qualified  for  the 
ufual  purpoies  of  the  married  ftate.  Her 
virtues,  however,  Itood  rather  upon  a  ne- 
gative, than  a  politive  foundation.  She 
was  neither  proud,  infolent,  nor  capri- 
cious, nor  given  to  fcandal,  nor  addicted 
to  gaming,  nor  inclined  to  gallantry.  She 
could  read,  and  write,  and  dance,  and 
fmg,  and  play  upon  the  harpfichord,  and 
(matter  French,  and  take  a  hand  at  whift 
and  ombre;  but  even  thefe  accompli/h- 
inents  (he  poflelTed  by  halves.  She  ex- 
celled in  nothing.  Her  converfation  was 
flat,  her  ftile  mean,  and  herexpreflionem- 
barraffed.  In  a  word,  her  character  was 
totally  infipid.  Her  perfon  was  notdif- 
agreeable ;  but  there  was  nothing  graceful 
in  her  addrefs,  nor  engaging  in  her  man- 
ners ;  and  flie  was  fo  ill  qualified  to  do 
the  honours  of  the  houfe,  that  when  me 
fat  at  the  head  of  the  table,  one  was  al- 
ways looking  for  the  milircfs  of  the  fa- 
mily in  fome  other  place. 

Baynard  had  flattered  himfelf,  that  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  mould 
fuc'.i  a  fubjecl  after  his  own  fafhion,  and 
that  me  would  chearfully  enter  into  his 
views,  which  were  wholly  turned  to  do- 
meftick  happinefs.  He  propofsd  to  refide 
always  in  the  country,  of  which  he  was 
fond  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  to  culti- 
vate his  eftate,  which  was  very  improv- 
able} to  enjoy  the  exercife  of  rural  diver- 
fions ;  to  maintain  an  intimacy  of  corre- 
fpondence  witli  fome  friends  that  were 
fettled  in  his  neighbourhood ;  to  keep  a 
comfortable  houfe,  without  fuffering  his 
expence  to  exceed  the  '.units  of  his  income  ; 
and  to  find  pleal'ure  and  employment  for 
his  wife  in  the  management  and  avoca- 
tions of  her  own  family.  This,  however, 
was  a  vifionary  fcheme,  which  he  never 
was  able  to  realize,  His  wife  was  as  i:j- 


nprant  as  a  new-born  babe  ofWery  thing 
that  related  to  the  conduct  of  a  family  ; 
and  flie  had  no  idea  of  a  country  life. 
Her  underlianding  did  not  reach  fo  far  a» 
to  comprehend  the  firft  principles  ofdii- 
cretion;  and,  indeed,  if  her  capacity  had 
been  better  than  it  was,  her  natural  in- 
dolence would  not  have  permitted  her  to 
abandon  a  certain  routine,to  which  flie  had 
been  habituated.  Shehad  nottafte  enough 
to  relifli  any  rational  enjoyment;  but  her 
ruling  paflion  was  vanity,  not  that  fpe- 
cies  which  arifes  from  felf-conceit  of  iu- 
perior  accompli foments,  but  that  which 
is  of  a  baftard  and  idiot  nature,  excited 
by  fhewandoftentation,  which  implies  not 
even  the  lead  confcioufnds  of  any  per- 
fonal  merit. 

The  nuptial  peal  of  noife  and  nonfenfe 
being  rung  out  in  all  the  ufual  changes, 
Mr.  Baynard  thought  it  high  time  to  make 
her  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  the 
plan  which  he  had  projected.  Pie  told 
her  that  his  fortune,  though  i'ufficient  to 
afford  all  the  comforts  of  life,  was  not 
ample  enough  to  command  all  the  fuper- 
fluities  of  pomp  and  pageantry,  which, 
indeed,  were  equally  abfurd  and  intolera- 
ble. He  therefore  hoped  me  would  have 
no -objection  to  their  leaving  London  in 
the  fpring,  when  he  would  take  the  op- 
portunity to  difmifs  fome  urmecefTary  do- 
mefticks,  whom  he  had  hired  for  the  oc- 
cafion  of  their  marriage.  She  heard  him 
in  filence,  and  after  fome  paulc — '  So,' 
laid  me,  '  I  am  to  be  buried  in  the  coun- 

*  try1/  He  was  fo  confounded  at  this  re- 
ply, that  he  could  not  fpeak  for  fome  mi- 
nutes :  at  length  he  told  her,  he  was  much 
mortified  to  find  he  had  propofed  any  thing 
that  was  difagreeable  to  her  ideas:  '  lam 
'  fure,'  added  he,  '  I  meant  nothing  more 

*  than  to  lay  down  a  comfortable  plan  cf 
'  living  wit'r.in  the  bounds  of  our  for- 
'  tune,  which  is  but  moderate.'' — '  Sir, 
faid  ihe,  '  you  &rethe  beft  judge  of  your 
'  own  affairs.  My  fortune,  I  know,  does 
'  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

*  Yet,  even  with  that  pi  tt;;  rice,  I  might 
'  have  had  a  Inilband  who  would  not  have 
'  begrudged  me  a  houfe  in  London.' — 
'  Good  God !  my  dear,'  cried  poor  Bay- 
nard. in  theutmoll  agitation,  *  you  do  not 
'  think  me  fo  lord  id.    I  only  hinted  what 
'  I  thought —  But,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
'  impofe— '     '  Yes,  Sir,'  re  fumed  the 
lady,  *  it  is  your  prerogative  to  command, 

*  and  my  duty  to  obey/ 

So  faying,  fne  bunt  into  tears,  an:l  re- 
tired to  her  chamber,  where  ihc  was  joined 
X  a  by 
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by  her  atmt.  "  He  endeavoured  to  recol- 
lect himfelf,  and  aft  with  vigour  of  mind 
on  this  occafion;  but  was  betrayed  by  the 
tendernefs  of  his  nature,  which  was  die 
greatelt  defeft  of  his  conftrtution.  He 
found  the  aunt  in  tears,  and  the  niece  hi 
a  fit,  which  held  her  the  belt  part  of  eight 
hours ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  fhe  be- 
gan to  talk,  incoherently  about  death  and 
\\cr  dear  kujhand,  who  had  fat  by  her  all 
this  time,  and  now  preflcd  her  hand  to 
his  lips,  in  a  tranfport  of  grief  and  peni- 
tence for  the  offence  he  had  given.  From 
thenceforward,  he  carefully  avoided  men- 
tioning the  country;  and  they  continued 
to  be  fucked  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
vortex  of  extravagance  and  diffipation, 
leading  what  is  called  a  fafhionable  life 
in  town.  About  the  latter  end  of  July, 
however,  Mrs.  Bayuard,  in  order  to  ex- 
hibit a  proof  of  conjugal  obedience,  de- 
fired  of  her  own  accord,  that  they  might 
pay  avifit  to  his  country-houfe,  as  there 
was  no  company  left  in  London.  He 
would  have  excufed  himfelf  from  thisex- 
ctirfion,  which  was  no  part  of  the  ceco- 
nomical  plan  he  had  propofed ;  but  fhe 
infiited  upon  making  this  facrifice  to  his 
tafte  and  prejudices,  and  away  they  went 
with  fuch  an  equipage  as  ailonifhed  the 
whole  country.  All  that  remained  of 
the  feafon  was  engrafted  by  receiving  and 
returning  vifits  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
and,  in  this  intercourfe,  itwasdifcovered 
that  Sir  John  Chickwell  had  a  houfe- 
fteward  and  one  footman  in  livery  more 
than  the  complement  of  Mr.  Baynard's 
houfhold.  This  remark  was  m:ide  by 
the  aunt  at  table,  and  aflented  to  by  the 
hufband,  who  obferved  that  Sir  John 
Chickwell  might  Tory  well  afford  to  keep 
more  fen-ants  than  were  found  in  the  fa- 
mily of  a  man  who  had  not  half  his  for- 
tune. Mrs.  Baynard  ate  no  fuppcr  that 
,  evening ;  but  was  feized  with  a  violent 
fit,  which  compleated  her  triumph  over 
the  fpirit  of  her  confort.  The  two  fuper- 
numerary  fervants  were  added.  The  fa- 
mily plate  was  fold  for  old  filver,  and  a 
new  fervice  procured;  fafhionable  furni- 
ture was  provided,  and  the  whole  houfe 
turned  topfy  turvy. 

At  their  return  taLondon,  in  t' 
ginning  of  winter,  he,  with  a  heavy  heart, 
communicated  thefe  particulars  to  me  in 
confidence.  Before  his  marriage,  he  had 
introduced  me  to  the  lady  as  his  paiticu- 
l.ir  friend ;  and  I  now  offered,  in  that  cha- 
br,  to  Uy  before  her  the  neceflity  of 


reforming  her  ceconomy,  if  fne  had  any 
regard  to  the  intereft  of  her  own  family, 
or  complai  lance  for  the  inclinations  of  her 
hufband.  But  Baynard  declined  my  offer, 
on  the  fuppofition  that  his  wife's  nerves 
were  too  delicate  to  'bear  expofbalation ; 
and  that  it  would  only  ferve  to  overwhelm 
her  with  fuch  diftrefs  as  would  make 
himfelf  miierable. 

Baynard  is  a  man  of  fpirit,  and  had  fhff 
proved  a  termagant,  he  would  have  known 
how  to  deal  with  her;  but,  either  by  ac- 
cident or  inftinft,  fhe  fattened  upon  the 
weak  fide  of  his  foul,  and  held  it  fo  fafl, 
that  he  has  been  in  fubje&ion  ever  fince. 
I  afterwards  advifed  him  to  carry  her 
abroad  to  France  or  Italy ,  where  he  might 
gratify  her  vanity  for  half  the  expence  it 
coft  him  in  England ;  and  this  advice  he 
followed  accordingly.  She  was  agreeably 
flattered  with  the  idea  of  feeing  and  know- 
ing foreign  parts,  and  foreign  fafhions  ; 
of  being  prefented  to  fovereigns,  and  liv- 
ing familiarly  with  princes.  She  forth- 
with feized  the  hint  which  I  had  thrown 
out  on  purpoie,  and  even  prefTed  Mr.. 
Baynard  to  halten  his  departure;  fothat 
in  a  few  weeks  they  croffed  the  fea  to 
France,  with  a  moderate  train,  ftill  includ- 
ing the  aunt,  who  was  her  bofom  coun- 
fellor,  and  abetted  her  in  all  her  oppofi- 
tion  to  her  hufband's  will.  Since  that 
period,  I  have  had  littleor  no  opportunity 
to  renew  our  former  correfpondence.  All 
that  I  knew  of  his  tranfa6lions,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  that  after  an  abfence  of 
two  years,  they  returned  fo  little  improved 
in  ceconomy,  thatthtry  launched  out  into 
new  oceans  of  extravagance,  which,  at 
length,  objiged  him  to  mortgage  his 
eftate.  By  this  time  fhe  had  bore  him 
three  children,  of  which  the  laft  only  fur- 
vives,  a  puny  boy  of  twelve  or  thirteen, 
who  will  be  ruined  in  his  education  by 
the  indulgence  of  his  mother. 

As  for  Baynard,  neither  his  own  good 
fenfe,  nor  the  dread  of  indigence,  nui  the 
confideration  of  his  children,  has  been  of 
force  fufrkie-.iL  to  ftimulate  him  into  the 
refolution  of  breaking  at  once  the  fhame- 
ful  fpell  by  which  he  feems  enchanted. 
With  a  tafte  capable  of  the  moft  refined 
enjovnii-nt,  a  heart  .glowing  with  all  the 
warmth  of  friend fhip  and  humanity,  and 
a  difpofition  frrongly  turned  to  the  more 
rational  pleafures  of  a  retired  and  country 
life,  he  is  hurried  about  in  a  pc: : 
trmult;  amidft  a  mob  of  beings  ; 
with  rattles,  baubles,  and  §  ... 
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void  of  fenfe  and  diflinaion,  that  even  the 
molt  acute  philoibpher  would  find  it  a 
very  hard  tafk  to  difcover  for  what  wife 
purpole  of  Providence  they  were  created. 
Fncndlhip  is  notto  be  found  5  nor  can  the 
amulements  for  which  he  iighs  be  enjoy- 
ed within  die  rotation  of  abfurdity,  to 
which  he  is  doomed  for  life.  He  has  long 
reiigned  ali*views  of  improving  his  for- 
tune bv  management  and  attention  to  the 
exercife  of  huibandry,  in  which  he  de- 
lighted ;  and,  as  to  domeftick  happineis, 
not  the  lead  glimpfe  of  hope  remains  to 
amufe  his  imagination.  Thus  biafted  in 
all  his  prolpe&s,  he  could  not  fail  to  be 
overwhelmed  with  melancholy  and  cha- 
grin, which  have  preyed  upon  his  health 
and  fpirits  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  is 
now  threatened  with  a  confumptkm. 

I  have  given  you  a  fketch  of  the  man, 
whom  the  other  day  I  went  to  vifit.   At 
the  gate  we  found  a  great  number  of  pow- 
dered lacquies,  but  no  civility.  After  we 
ha;!  flit  a  confiderable  time  in  the  coach, 
we  were  told,  that  Mr.  Baynard  had  rode 
out,  and  that  his  lady  was  drefling;  but 
we  were  introduced  to  a  parlour  fb  very 
fine  and  delicate,  that  in  all  appearance 
it  was  defigned  to  be  feen  only,  not  inha- 
bited.    The  chairs   and  couches  were 
carved,  gilt,  and  covered  with  rich  damafk, 
fo  iinooth  and  fleek,  that  they  looked  as 
if  they  had  never  been  fat  upon.   There 
was  no  carpet  on  the  floor;  but  the  boards 
were  rubbed  and  waxed  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  we  could  not  walk,  but  were  obliged 
to  flide  along  them;  and  as  for  the  ftove, 
it  was  too  bright  and  polifhed  to  be  pol- 
luted with  fea-foal,  or  ftained  by  the 
fmoke  of  any  grof's  material  fire.    When 
vve  had  remained  above  half  an  hour  ia- 
crificingto  the  inhofpitable  power  of  this 
temple  of  cold  reception,  my  friend  Bay- 
nard arrived;  and  underftanding  we  were 
jn  the  houfe,  made  his  appearance,  fo 
meagre,  yellow,  and  dejected,  that  I  reaiiy 
fliould  not  have  known  him,  had  I  met 
with  him  in  any  other  place.  Running  up 
to  me,  with  great  eageniefs,  he  ftrained 
me  in  his  embrace,  and  his  heart  was  fo 
fuH,  that  for  fome  minutes  he  could  not 
{peak.     Having  faluted  us  all  round,  he 
perceived  our  uncomfortable  fit  nation, 
and  conducting  us  into  another  apart- 
ment, which  had  fire  in  the  chimney, 
called  for  chocolate.  Then  withdrawing, 
he  returned  with  a  compliment  from  his 
wife,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  preferred  his 
fbn  Harry,  a  fhambling,  blear-eyed  boy, 
u\  the  habit  of  a  huffar }  very  rude»  for- 


ward, and  impertinent.  His  father  would 
have  fcnt  him  to  a  boarding- fchool,  but 
his  mamma  and  aunt  would  not  hear  of 
his;  lying  out  of  the  houfe;  fo  that  there 
was  a  clergyman  engaged  as  his  tutor  in 
the  family. 

As  it  was  but  juft  turned  of  twelve,  and 
the  whole  houfe  was  in  commotion  to  pre- 
pare a  formal  entertainment,  I  forefaw  it 
would  be  rate  before  we  dined,  and  pro- 
pofed  a  walk  to  Mr.  Baynard,  that  we 
might  converfe  together  freely.     In  the 
courfe  of  this  perambulation,  when  I  ex- 
preffed  fome  furprife  that  he  had  returned 
ib  foon  from  Italy,  he  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand  that  his  going  abroad  had  not  at 
all  ani'wered  the  purpofe  for  which  he  left 
England ;  that  although  the  expence  of 
living  was  not  fo  great  in  I  talyas~.it  home, 
refpecl:  being  had  to  the  fame  rank,  of  life 
in  both  countries,  it  had  been  found  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  lift  himfelf  above  his 
ufual  ftyle,  that  he  might  be  on  fome 
footing  with  the  counts,  marquirTes,  and 
cavaliers,  with  whom  he  kept  company. 
He  was  obliged  to  hire  a  great  number  of 
fervants,  to  take  off  a  great  variety  of  rich 
cloaths,  and  to  keep  a  fumptuous  table 
forthefafhionablefcorocconiof  thecoun- 
try;  who,  without  a  confideration  of  this 
kind,  would  not  have  paid  any  attention 
to  an  untitled  foreigner,  let  his  family  or 
fortvme  be  ever  fo  refpectable.     Befides, 
Mrs.  Baynard  was  continually  furround- 
ed  by  a  train  of  expenfive  loungers,  under 
the  denominations  of  language-mafiers, 
muficians,  painters,  and  ciceroni ;    and 
had  actually  fallen  into  the  difeafe  of  buy- 
ing pictures  and  antiques  upon  her  own 
judgment,  which  was  far  from  being  in- 
fallible.    At  length  me  met  with  an  af- 
front, which  gave  her  a  difguit  to  Italy, 
and  drove  her  back  to  England  with  fome 
precipitation.    By  means  of  frequenting 
the  Dutchefs  of  B— — 's  converfazine, 
while  her  grace  was  at  Rome,  Mrs.  Bay- 
nard became  acquainted  with  all  the  fa- 
fhionable  people  of  that  city,  and  was  ad-, 
mitted  to  their  affemblies  without  fcruple. 
Thus  favoured,  me  conceived  too  great 
an  idea  of  her  o"wn  importance,  and  when 
the  clutchefs  left  Rome,  refolved  to  have 
a  converfazione   that  mould  leave  the 
Romans  no  room  to  regret  her  grace's  de- 
parture. She  provided  hands  for  a  mufical 
entertainment,  and  lent  bighetti  of  in- 
vitation to  every  perfon  of  diilin&ion ;  but 
not  one  Roman  of  the  female  fex  appear- 
ed at  her  aflembly.     She  was  that  night 
feized  with  a  violent  fit,  and  kept  her  bed 

three 
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three  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  fhe 
delared  iha-.  the  r.ir  ot"  Italy  would  be  the 
ruin  cf  her  cor.intution.  In  order  to  pre- 
sent this  cataitrophe,  fhc  was  fpeetlily 
removed  to  Geneva,  from  whence  they  re- 
turned to  England  by  the  way  of  Lyons 
and  Paris.  By  the  time  they  arrived  at 
Calais,  /he  had  purchaieJ  Hun  a  quantity 
of  lilks,  ftuffs,  and  hces,  that  it  was  ne- 
celfary  to  hue  a  veiTtl  to  fmuggle  them 
over, and  this  veffel  was  taken  by  a  cuftom- 
bouiii  cutter;  io  that  thev  loft  the  whole 
cargo,  which  had  colt  mem  above  eight 
hundred  pounds. 

It  now'  appeared,  that  her  travels  had 
produced  no  effe6l  upon  her,  but  that  of 
making  her  more  expenfive  and  fan- 
taftick  than  ever.  She  affected  to  lead 
the  fafhion,  not  only  in  point  of  female 
drels,but  in  every  article  of  tafteand  con- 
noiffeurihip.  She  made  a  drawing  of  the 
new  facade  to  the  houfe  in  the  country ; 
flie  pulled  up  the  trees,  and  pulled  down 
the  walls  of  the  garden,  io  as  to  let  in  the 
easterly  wind,  which  Mr.  Baynard's  an- 
ceftors  had  been  at  great  pains  to  exclude. 
To  fliew  her  tafte  in  laying  out  ground, 
fhe  feized  into  her  own  hand  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres,  about  a  mile  from  the 
houfe,  which  (he  parcelled  out  into  walks 
and  Ihrubberies,  having  a  great  bafon  in 
the  middle,  into  which  fhe  porred  awhple 
Cream  that  turned  two  mills,  and  afforded 
the  beft  trout  in  the  country.  The  bottom 
of  the  bafon,  however,  was  fo  ill  fecured, 
that  it  would  not  hold  the  water  which 
{trained  through  the  earth,  and  made  a 
bog  of  the  whole  plantation:  in  a  word, 
the  ground  which  formerly  paid  him  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year,  now 
celt  him  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to 
keep  it  in  tolerable  order,  over  and  above 
the  firft  cxpence  of  trees,  flirubs,  flowers, 
turf,  and  gravel.  There  was  not  an  inch 
of  garden-ground  left  about  the  houfe, 
nor  a  tree  that  produced  fruit  of  any  kind; 
nor  did  he  raife  a  trufs  of  hay,  or  a  bufhel 
of  oats  for  his  horfes,  nor  had  he  a  fmgle 
cow  to  afford  m  ilk  for  his  tea ;  far  lei's  did 
ever  he  dream  of  feeding  his  own  mutton, 
pigs,  and  poultry:  every  article  of  houfe  - 
keeping,  even  the  moll  inconfiderable, 
\vas  brought  from  the  next  market-town 
at  the  diftauce  of  five  miles,  ar.d  thither 
they  fent  a  courier  every  morning  to  fetch 
hotrclls  for  break faft.  In  fliort,  Baynard 
fairly  owned  that  he  fpent  double  his  in- 
come, and  that  in  a  few  years  he  ihould 
be  obliged  to  fell  his  cljatc  for  the  pay- 
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ment  of  his  creditors.  He  faid  his  vnfe 
had  fuch  delicate  nerves,  and  fuch  imbe- 
cility of  fpirit,  that  fhe  could  neither 
bear  remonftrance,  be  it  ever  fo  gentle^ 
vor  prr.&iieany  fcheme  of  retrenchment, 
even  if  fhe  perceived  the  neceflity  of  fuclv 
a  meafure.  He  had,  therefore,  cealcd 
ftntggiing  againft  the  ftream,  and  endea- 
voured to  reconcile  himfelf  to  n>in,  by 
reflection  that  his  child  at  lealt  would, 
inherit  his  mother's  fortune,  which  was 
fecured  to  him  by  the  contract  of  mar- 
riage.. 

The  detail  which  he  gave  me  of  his  af- 
fairs, filled  me  at  once  with  grief  and  in- 
dignation. I  inveighed  bitterly  aga;jift  the 
indifcretion  of  his  wife,  and  reproached 
him  with  his  unmanly  acquiefcence  un- 
der the  abiurd  tyranny  which  fhe  exerted. 
I  exhorted  him  to  recollrft  his  refolntfon, 
and  make  one  effectual  effort  to  dilen- 
gage  himfelf  from  a  thraldom,  equally 
fhamefuland  pernicious.  I  offered  him  ail 
the  affiftance  in  my  power.    1  undertook 
to  regulate  his  affairs,  and  even  to  bring 
about  a  reformation  in  his  family,  if  he 
would  only  authorife  me  to  execute  the 
plan  I  fiiould  form  for  his  advantage.    I 
was  fo  affected  by  the  fubjecl,,that  I  could 
not  help  mingling  tears  with  my  remon- 
ftrances;  and  Baynard  was  io  penetrated 
with  theie  marks  of  my  affection,  that  he 
loft  all  power  of  xitterance.     He  preffed 
me  to  his  breaft  with  great  emotion,  and 
wept  in  filence.  At  length  lie  exclaimed — 
Friendfhip  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  pre- 
cious balm  of  life!  Your  words,  dear 
Bramble,  have  in  a  great  meafure  re- 
called me  from  an  abyfs  of  clefpond- 
er.ce,  in  which  I  have  been  long  over- 
whelmed.    1  will,  upon  honour,  make 
you  acquainted  with  a  diftinft  ftate  of 
my  affairs,  and  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
go,  will  follow  the  courfe  you  prelcribe. 
But  there  are  certain  lengths  which  my 
nature—  The  truth  is,  there  are  tender 
connexions,  of  which  a  batchelor  has 
no  idea.    Shalllcwnmy  weaknefs?  I 
cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of  making 
that \vomanuneafy. '—'And yet/  cried 
,  '  flie  has  ften  you  unhappy  for  a  fci  ies 
of  years — unhappy  from  her  mifcon- 
duft,  without  ever  /hewing  the  leaft  in- 
clination to  alleviate  your  diftrefs.'— 
Ntverthelefs,'  faid  he, '  I  am  perfuaded 
fhe  loves  me  with  the  moft  warm  af- 
fe&ion;  but  thefe  arc  Incongruities  in 
the  compofition  of  the  human  mind 
which  I  hold  to  be  inexplicable/ 

I  wa» 
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I  was  mocke  t  at  his  infatuation,  and 
changed  the  ftibjeft,  after  we  had  agreed 
to  maintain  a  dole  correi'pondence  for 
the  future.  He  then  gave  me  to  xmder- 
ftand,  that  he  had  two  neighbours,  who, 
like  hiinfelf,  were  driven  by  their  wives 
at  full  fpcedj  in  the  high  road  to  bank- 
ruptcy and  ruin.  All  the  three  hulbands 
•were  of  diipofitions  very  different  from 
each  other,  and,  according  to  this  vari- 
ation, their  conforts  were  admirably  Anted 
to  the  purpofe  of  keeping  them  all  three 
in  fubjeclion.  Tiie  views  of  the  ladies 
•were  exactly  the  lame.  They  vied  in 
grandeur,  that  is,  inoftentaticn,  with  the 
wife  of  Sir  Charles  Chickwell,  who  had 
four  times  their  fortune;  and  me  again 
piqued  herfelf  upon  making  an  equal 
figure  with  a  neighbouring  peerefs,  whole 
revenue  trebled  her  own.  Here  then  was 
the  fable  of  the  frog  and  the  ox  realized  in 
four  different  inftances  within  the  lame 
-county :  one  large  fortune,  and  three  mo- 
derate eftates,  in  a  fair  way  of  being  burft 
by  the  inflation  of  female  vanity;  and 
in  three  of  thefe  inftances,  three  different 
forms  of  female  tyranny  were  exercife.l. 
Mr.  Baynard  was  fubjugated  by  prac- 
tiiing  upon  the  tendernefs  of  his  nature. 
Mr.  Milklan,  being  of  a  timorous  difpo- 
fition,  truckled  to  the  iniblence  of  a  ter- 
magant. Mr.  Sowerby,  who  was  of  a 
temper  neither  to  be  moved  by  fits,  nor 
•driven  by  menaces,  had  the  fortune  to  be 
fitted  witu  a  helpmate,  who  aiFailed  him 
with  the  weapons  of  irony  and  fatire; 
ibmetimes  fneering  in  the  way  of  compli- 
ment; fometimes  throwing  out  farcaftick 
compurifons,  implying  reproaches  upon 
his  want  of  tafte,  fpirit,  and  generofity : 
by  which  means  Ihe  ftmiulated  his  paf- 
fions  from  one  aft  of  extravagance  to  ano- 
ther, juft  as  the  circumftances  of  her  va- 
nity required. 

All  thefe  three  ladies  have  at  this  time 
the  fame  number  of  horfes,  carriages, 
and  fervants  in  and  out  of  livery;  the 
fame  variety  of  drefs  ;  the  fame  quantity 
of  plate  and  china  ;  the  like  ornaments 
in  furniture ;  and  in  their  entertainments 
they  endeavour  to  exceed  one  another  in 
the  variety,  delicacy,  and  expence,  of 
their  dimes.  I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
upon  enquiry,  that  nineteen  out  of  twen- 
ty who  are  ruined  by  extravagance,  fall 
a  facrifice  to  the  ridiculous  pride  and 
vanity  of  filly  women,  whofe  parts  are 
held  in  contempt  by  the  very  men  whom 
they  pillage  and  enliave.  Thank  Hea- 


ven,  Dick,  that,  among  all  the  follie* 
and  weaknclfes  of  human  nature,  I  have 
not  yet  fallen  into  that  of  matrimony. 

After  Baynard  and  I  haddifcufivdall 
thefe  matters  at  leifure,  we  returned  to- 
wards the  houfe,  and  met  Jerry  with  our 
two  women,  who  had  come  forth  to 
take  the  air,  as  the  lady  of  the  m.infic-n 
had  not  yet  made  iier  appearance.  In 
mort,  Mrs.  Baynard  did  not  produce  her- 
felf till  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
dinner  was  upon  the  table.  Then  her 
hufband  brought  her  into  the  parlour, 
accompanied  by  her  aunt  and  Ibn,  and 
me  received  us  with  a  coldnefs  of -referve 
fufficient  to  freeze  the  very  foul  of  hof- 
pitality.  Though  Ihe  knew  I  ha'i  been 
the  intimate  friend  of  her  hulband,  and 
had  often  feen  me  with  him  in  London, 
me  mewed  no  marks  of  recognition  or 
regard,  when  I  addrefled  my f elf  to  her 
in  the  moft  friendly  terms  of  falutation.. 
She  did  not  even  exprefs  the  common 
compliment  of — '  I  am  glad  to  fee  you;' 
or — '  I  hope  you  have  enjoyed  your 
'  health  fince  we  had  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
'  ing  you ;'  or  fome fuch words  of courfe: 
nor  did  me  once  open  her  mouth  in  the 
way  &i"  welcome  to  my  filter  and  my 
neice,  but  fat  in  filencelikea  fhitue,with 
an  afpeft  of  infenfibility.  Her  aunt, 
the  mbdel  upon  which  /lie  had  been 
formed,  was  indeed  the  veiy  eflence  of 
infipid  formality;  but  vhe  boy  was  very 
pert  and  impudent,  and  prated  without 
ct-afing. 

At  .dinner  the  lady  maintained  the 
fame  ungracious  indifference,neverfpeak- 
ing,  but  in  whifpers  to  her  aunt ;  and  as 
to  the  repaft,  it  was  made  up  of  a  parcel 
of  kickihaws,  contrived  by  a  French 
cook,  without  one  fubftantial  article 
adapted  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  an  English 
appetite.  The  pottage  was  little  better 
than  bread  foakecl  in  diihwamings,  luke- 
warm ;  the  ragouts  looked  as  if  they 
had  been  once  eaten  and  half  digeltedj 
the  fricarTees  were  involved  in  a  nafty 
yellow  poultice;  and  the  rods  were 
fcorched  and  ftinking  for  the  honour  of 
the  fumet.  The  deficit  confifted  of  faded 
fruit  and  iced  froth,  a  good  emblem  of 
our  landlady's  character ;  the  table-beer 
was  four,  the  water  foul,  and  the  wine 
vapid :  but  there  was  a  parade  of  plate 
and  china,  and  a  powdered  lacquey  ftood 
behind  every  chair,  except  thofe  of  the 
mailer  and  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  who 
were  ferved  by  two  valets  drefled  like 
gentlemen. 
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gentlemen.  We  dined  in  a  large  old 
Gothick  parlpur,  which  was  formerlythe 
hall.  It  was  now  paved  with  marble; 
and,  notwithftanding  the  fire,  which  had 
been  kindled  about  an  hour,  ftruck  me 
with  fuch  a  chill  fenfation,  that,  when  I 
entered  it,  the  teeth  chatlerejl  in  my  jaws. 
In  fhort,  every  thing  was  cold,  comfort- 
lefs,  and  difgufting,  except  the  looks  of 
my  friend  Baynard,  winch  declared  the 
warmth  of  his  affection  and  humanity. 

After  dinner  we  withdrew  into  ano- 
ther apartment,  where  the  boy  began  to 
be  impertinently  troublefome  to  my  niece 
Liddy.  He  wanted  a  play-fellow,  for- 
footh ;  and  would  have  romped  with  her, 
had  fhe  encouraged  his  advances.  He 
was  evenfo  impudent  as  to  fnatchakifs, 
at  which  fae  changed  countenance,  and 
ieemed  uneafy ;  and  though  his  father 
checked  him  for  the  rudenefs  of  his  be- 
haviour,! he  became  fo  outrageous  as  to 
thruft  his  hand  in  her  bofom;  an  infult 
to  which  me  did  not  tamely  fubmit, 
though  one  of  the  mildeft  creatures  upon 
earth.  Her  eyes  fparkling  with  relent- 
ment,  fhe  ftarted  up,  and  lent  him  fuch 
a  box  in  the  ear,  as  lent  him  ftaggering 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  room. 

'  Mif's  Melford,'  cried  his  father, 
'  you  have  treated  him  with  the  utmoft 

*  propriety.     I  am  only  forry  that  the 
'  impertinence  of   any   child   of  mine 
'  mould  have  occafioned  this  exertion  of 

*  your  Ipirit,  which  I  cannot  but  ap- 
'  plaud  and  admire.'     His  wife  was  fo 
.far  from  affenting  to  the  candour  of  his 
apology,   that  ihe  rofe  from  the  table, 
and,  taking  her  fon  by  the  hand — '  Come, 
'  child,'  faid  me,  '  your  father  cannot 

*  abide  you.'  So  laying,  (he  retired  with 
this  hopeful  youth,  and  was  followed  by 
her  gotivernants ;  but  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  deigned  to  take  the  kail  notice 
of  the  company. 

Baynard  was  exceedingly  difconcerted ; 
but  I  perceived  his  uneafmefs  was  tinc- 
tured with  refentment,  and  derived  a  good 
omen  from  this  difcovery.  I  ordered  the 
horfes  to  be  put  to  the  carriage;  and, 
though  he  made  fome  efforts  to  detain  us 
all  night,  I  infilled  upon  leaving  the 
houfe  immediately ;  but,  before  I  went 
away,  I  tool:  an  opportunity  of fpeaking 
to  him  again  in  private.  1  faid  every 
thing  I  could  recollect  to  animate  his 
endeavours  in  ihaking  off  thole  fharne- 
ful  trammels. 

I  Inade  no  fcniple  to  declare,  that  his 
wife  was  unworthy  of  that  tender  tom- 


plaifance  which  he  had  fhewn  fcr  her  foi- 
bles ;  that  Ihe  was  dead  to  all  the  genu- 
ine fentiments  of  conjugal  affection,  in- 
lenfible  of  her  own  honour  and  intereft, 
and  feemingly  deftitute  of  common  feufe 
and  reflection.  I  conjured  him  to  re- 
member what  he  owed  to  hi^  father's 
houfe,  to  his  own  reputation,  and  to  his 
family,  including  even  this  unreafonabie 
woman  herfelf,  who  was  driving  on 
blindly  to  her  own  deftruction.  I  a<, 
him  to  fonn  apian  for  retrenching  liipcr- 
fluous  expence,  and  tiy  to  convince  the 
aunt  of  the  aeceflityfor  fuch  a  reforma- 
tion, that  fhe  might  gradually  prepare 
her  niece  for  it's  execution  ;  and  I  ex- 
horted him  to  turn  that  difagrt. table  piece 
of  formality  out  of  the  houfe,  if  he  mould 
find  her  averfetohis  propofal. 

Here  he  interrupted  me  with  a  f;gh, 
obfervingjthat  luch  a  ftep  would  undoubt- 
edly be  fatal  to  Mrs.  Baynard.  <  I  ii:;ul 
lofe   all  patience,'  cried   I,  '  to  hear 
you  talk  fo  weakly:'  Mrs.  Ii::y.- 
fits  will  never  hurt  her  conftitmion.    I 
believe  in  my  confcience  they   a 
affefted  :  I  am  fure  flie  has  no  feeling 
for  your  diftreiles  ;  and,  when  yen  are 
mined,  fhe  will  appear  to  have,  nofrel- 
ing  for  her  own.'    Fir.r.lly,  I  tcok  his 
word  and  honour,  that  he  would  make 
an  effort  fuch  as  I  had  advifed ;  that  he 
would  fonn  a  plan  of  cecouoiny;  and,  if 
he  found  it  impracticable  without  my 
affiftance,  he  would  ccme  to  Bath  in  the 
winter,  where  I  propofed  to  give  him  the 
meeting,  and  contribute  all  in  my  power 
to  the  retrieval  of  his  affairs.     With  this 
mutual  engagement  we  parted;   and  I ., 
mall  think  myfelf  fupremely  happy,  if, 
by  my  means,  a  worthy  man,  whom  I 
love  and  eiiecm,  can  be  faved  from  mi- 
fcry,  difgrace,  and  defpair. 

I  have  only  one  friend  more  to  vifit  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  but  he  is  of  a 
complexion  very  different  from  that  of 
Baynard.  You  have  heard  me  mention 
Sir  Thomas  Bullford,  whom  I  knew  in 
Italy.  He  is  now  become  a  country 
gentleman;  but  being  difabled  by  the 
gout  from  enjoying  any  arr.ufcment 
abroad,  heenlertains  himftlf  within  doors 
by  keeping  open  houfe  for  all  comers, 
and  j  laying  upon  the  oddities  and  hu- 
mours of  his  company;  but  he  himfeJf 
is  generally  the  greateft  original  at  his 
table.  He  is  very  good-humoured,  talks 
much,  and  laughs  without  ceafing.  I 
am  told  that  all  the  ufe  he  makes  of  his 
underftamling  at  prefcnt,  is  to  excite 

mirth, 
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tev.rth,  by  exhibiting  his  guefts  in  ludi- 
crous attitudes.,  I  know  not  how  far 
we  may  furnifh  him  with  entertainment 
of"  this 'kind;  but  I  am  refolved  to  beat 
up  his  quarters,  partly  with  a  view  to 
laugh  with  the  knight  himfelf,  aiiu  part.. 
ly  to  pay  my  refpect?  to  his  iady,  a  good- 
natured  fenfible  woman,  with  whom  he 
lives  upon  very  eafy  terms,  although  (he 
has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  bring 
him  an  heir  to  his  eftate. 

And  now,  dear  Dick,  I  muft  tell  you 
for  your  comfort,  that  you  are  the  only 
man  upon  earth  to  whom  I  would  pre- 
iume  to  fend  fuch  a  long-winded  epiftle, 
which  I  could  not  find  in  my  heart  to 
curtail,  becauiethe  fubject  intereiled  the 
warmeft  paffions  of  my  heart;  neither 
will  I  make  any  other  apology  to  a  cor- 
refpondent  who  has  been  fo  long  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  impertinence  of 

MATT. BRAMBLE. 

SEPT.  30. 


TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS, BART.  AT 
OXON. 

DEAR   KNIGHT, 

I  Believe  there  is  fomething  mifchievous 
in  my  diipofition,  for  nothing  diverts 
me  fo  much  as  to  fee  certain  characters 
tormented  with  falfe  terrors".  We  laft 
night  lodged  atthehoufe  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bultford,  an  old  friend  of  my  uncle,  a 
jolly  fellow  of  moderate  intellects,  who, 
in  fpite  of  the  gout,  which  hath  lamed 
him,  is  refolved  to  be  merry  to  the  laft; 
and  mirth  he  has  a  particular  knack  in 
extracting  from  his  guelts,  let  their  hu- 
mour be  never  fo  cauftick  or  refractory. 
Befides  o\ir  company,  there  was  in  the 
houfe  a  fat-headed  juftice  of  the  peace, 
called  Frogmore;  and  a  country  practi- 
tioner in  furgery,  who  feemed  to  be  our 
landlord's  chief  companion  and  confi- 
dant. We  found  the  knight  fitting  on  a 
couch,  with  his  crutches  by  his  fide,  and 
his  feet  f'upported  on  cufhions ;  but  he 
received  us  with  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
feemed  greatly  rejoiced  at  our  arrival. 
After  tea  we  were  entertained  with  afo- 
nata  on  the  harpfichord  by  Lady  Bull- 
ford,  who  fung  and  played  to  admiration; 
but  Sir  Thomas  feemed  to  be  a  little  afi- 
nine  m  the  article  of  ears,  though  he  af- 
fected to  be  in  raptures,  and  begged  his 
wife  to  favour  us  with  an  arietta  of  her 
•wu  competing.  This  arieltat  how- 
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ever,  (he  no  fooner  began  to  perform, 
than  he  and  the  juftice  fell  afleep;  but 
the  moment  me  ceafed  playing,  the  knight 
waked,  ihorting,  and  exclaimed — '  O 
f  car  a !  what  d'ye  think>  gentlemen  t 
*  Will  you  talk  any  more  of  your  Par- 
'  goleli  and  your  Corelli  r  At  the  fame 
time,  he  thruft  his  tongue  in  one  cheek> 
and  leered  with  one  eye  at  the  doctor  and 
me,  who  fat  on  his  left-hand.  He  con- 
cluded the  pantomime  with  a  loud  laugh> 
which  he  could  command  at  all  times 
extempore.  Notwithitandiug  his  dif- 
order,  he  did  not  do  penauce  at  fupper» 
nor  did  he  ever  refufe  his  glafs  when  the 
toaft  wentroxmd,  but  rather  encouraged 
a  quick  circulation,  both  by  precept  and 
example. 

I  loon  perceived  the  doctor  had  made 
himfelf  very  necefl'ary  to 'the  baronet* 
He  was  the  whetftone  of  his  wit,  the  butt 
of  his  fatire,  and  his  operator  in  certain 
experiments  of  humour,  which  were  oc- 
calionally  tried  upon  ftrangersi  Juftice 
Frogmore  was  an  excellent  fubjeet  for 
this  fpecies  of  philofophy ;  fleek  and  cor- 
pulent, folemn  and  (hallow,  he  had  ftu- 
died  Burn  with  uncommon  application, 
but  he  ftudied  nothing  fo  much  as  the 
art  of  living  (that  is,  eating)  well. 
This  fat  buck  had  often  afforded  good 
fport  to  our  landlord,  and  he  was  fre- 
quently ftarted  with  tolerable  fnccefs  in 
the  courfe  of  this  evening;  but  the  baro- 
net's appetite  for  ridicule  feemed  to  be 
chiefly  excited  by  the  appearance,  addrefs* 
and  converfation  of  Lifmahago,  whom 
he  attempted  in  ail  the  different  modes  of 
expofition  ;  but  he  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
conteft  that  I  once  faw  between  a  young 
hound  and  an  old  hedge-hog.  The  dog 
turned  him  over  and  over,  and  bounced* 
and  barked,  and  mumbled ;  but  as  often 
as  he  attempted  to  bite,  he  felt  a  prickle 
in  his  jaws,  and  recoiled  in  mamfeft  con- 
fuiion.  The  captain,  when  left  to  him* 
felf,  will  not  fail  to  turn  his  JudicrouS 
fide  to  the  company ;  but  if  any  man  at- 
tempts to  force  him  into  that  attitude,  he 
becomes  ftubborn  as  a  mule,  and  un* 
manageable  as  an  elephant  unbroke. 

Divers  tolerable  jokes  were  cracked 
upon  the  iuftice,  who  ate  a  moft  uncon* 
fcionable  fupper,and :among  other  things  , 
a  large  plate  of  broiled  mumrooms;  which 
he  had  no  fooner  fwallowed,  than  the 
doctor  obferved,  with  great  gravity,  that 
they  were  of  the  kind  called  champig- 
nons, which  in  feme  conftitutions  had  a 
poifonous  effect.  Mr^rogmore,  ftartled 
W  at 


at  this  remark,  afked,  in  fome  con- 
ftifion,  why  he  had  not  been  fo  kind  as 
to  giv?  him  that  noti.e  Iboner.  He  an- 
fvrered,  that  he  took  it  for  granted,  by 
his  eating  them  fo  heartily,  that  he  was 
vfbd  to  the  diih  ;  but,  as  he  feemed  to  be 
under  foms  apprehenfion,  he  preftribed 
a  bximper  of  plague-water,  which  the 
juftice  drank  off  immediately,  and  retired 
to  re!t,  not  without  marks  of  terror  and 
difquiet. 

At  midnight  we  were  fhewn  to  our 
different  chambers,  and  in  half  an  hour 
I  was  fail  afleepin  bed;  but  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  I  was  waked  with 
a  difmal  cry  of  Fire!  and,  ftarting  up, 
ran  to  the  window  in  my  fhiit.  The 
night  was  dark  and  ftormy ;  and  a  m  m- 
ber  of  people,  half  drefled,  ran  back- 
wards and  forwards  through  the  couvt- 
?-ard,  with  links  andlanthorns,feeming- 
y  in  the  ulmoft  hurry  apd  trepidation. 
Slipping  on  my  cloaths  in  a  twinkling, 
J  ran  down  flairs,  and,  upon  enquiry, 
found  the  fire  was  confined  to  a  ba.it- 
ftair,  which  led  to  a  detached  apartment 
where  Lifmahago  lay.  By  this  time, 
the  lieutenant  was  alarmed  by  bawling 
at  his  window,  which  was  in  the  fecond 
ftory;  but  he  could  not  find  his  cloaths 
in  the  dark,  and  his  room-door  was 
locked  on  the  outfide.  The  iervants. 
called  to  him  that  the  houfe  had  been 
robbed ;  that,  without  all  doubt,  the 
villains  had  taken  away  his  cloaths,  fatt- 
ened the  door,  and  fet  the  houfe  on  fire, 
for  the  flair-cafe  was  in  flames.  In  this 
dilemma  the  poor  lieutenant  ran  about 
the  room  naked,  like  a  fquirrel  in  a  cage, 
popping  out  his  head  at  the  window  be- 
tween whiles,  and  imploring  afliftance. 
At  length,  the  knight  in  perfon  was 
broxight  out  in  his  chair,  attended  by  my 
vincle  and  all  the  family,  including  our 
aunt  Tabitha,  who  fcreamed,  and  cried, 
and  tore  her  hair,  as  if  me  had  been  dif- 
tra&ed.  Sir  Thomas  had  already  or- 
dered his  people  to  bring  a  long  ladder, 
which  was  applied  to  the  captain's  win- 
dow, and  now  he  exhorted  him  earneftly 
to  clcfcend.  There  was  no  need  of  much 
rhetorick  to  perfuade  Lifmnhago,  who 
forthwith  made  his  exit  by  the  window, 
roaring  nil  the  time  to  the  people  below 
to  hold  faft  the  ladder. 

Notwithstanding  the  gravity  of  theoc- 
eafion,  it  was  inipoilible  to  behold  this 
fcene  without  being  feized  vith  an  incli- 
nation to  latigh.  The  rueful  afpeft  of 
the  lieutenant  in  lus  Um  t,  with  a  quilted 


night-cap  faftcncd  under  his  chin,  and 
his  long  lank  limbs  and  pofteriors  ex- 
pofed  to  the  wind,  made  a  very  pic- 
turefque  appearance,  when  illumined  by 
the  links  and  torches  which  the  itrvants 
held  up  to  light  him  in  his  defcent.  All 
the  company  flood  round  the  ladder,  ex- 
cept the  knight,  who  fat  in  his  chair,  ex- 
claiming from  time  to  time — f  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us !— Save  the  gentkman's 
life  I — Mind  your  footing,  dear  cap- 
tain!  —  Softly  ! — Stand  faft !  —  Claip 
the  ladder  with  both  hands ! — There ! 
—Well  done,  my  dear  boy !— O  bravo ! 
—An  old  foldier  for  ever!  —  Bring  a 
blanket — bringa  warm  blanket  tocom- 
fort  his  poor  carcafe ! — Warm  the  bed 
in  the  green-room!  —  Give  me  your 
hand,  dear  captain  1 — I  am  rejoiced  to 
fee  thee  fafe  and  found  with  all  my 
heart ! '  Lifmahago  was  received  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder  by  his  innamorata, 
who  fnatching  a  blanket  from  one  of  the 
maids,  wrapped  it  about  his  body :  two 
men-lervants  took  him  under  the  arms, 
and  a  female  conducted  him  to  the  grctn- 
room,  ftilJ  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Tabi- 
tha, who  faw  him  fairly  put  to  bed.  Dur- 
ing this  whole  tranfaclion,  he  fpoke  not 
a  fyllable,  but  looked  exceeding  grimr 
fometimes  at  one,  fometimes  at  another, 
of  the  fpeftators,  who  now  adjourned  in 
a  body  to  the  parlour  where  we  had  lup- 
ped,  eveiy  one  furveying  another  with 
marks  of  aftonifhment  and  curiofity. 

The  knight  being  feated  in  an  eafy- 
chair,  feized  my  uncle  by  the  hand,  and 
burfting  into  a  long  and  a  loud  laugh- 
Matt,'  cried  he,  *  crown  me  with  oak, 
or  ivy,  or  laurel,  or  parfley,  or  what 
you  will,  and  acknowledge  this  to  be  a 
coup  de  maitre  in  the  way  of  wag- 
gery— Ha, ha, ha!  Such  a  camiftcata, 
fcagliata,  baffata!  —  O  cbe  roba  ! — 
O  what  a  fubjecl !— O  what  a  carica- 
ture ! — O  for  a  Rofa,  a  Rembrandt,  a 
Schalken!—  Zooks!  I'll  give  a  hun- 
dred guineas  to  have  it  painted !  — 
What  a  fine  defcent  from  the  crofs,  or 
afcent  to  the  gallows!— What  lights 
and  (hadows ! — What  a  groupe  below  ! 
— What  expreflion  above ! — What  an 
afpeft ! — Did  you  mind  the  afpeft  ? — 
Ha,  ha, ha! — And  the  limbs,  and  the 
nuifclcs — every  toe  denoted  terror ! — 
Ha,  ha,  ha!— Then  ttie  blanket !r-O 
whatrt/fauM// — St.  Andrew!  S^.  La- 
zarus !  St.  Barrabas '.— Ha,  ha,  ha  !'— 
After  all,  then,'  cried  Mr.  Bramble, 
very  gravely,  '  this  was  no  more  than  a 

'  take 
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*  falfe  alarm !  We  have  been  frightened 
out  of  our  beds,  and  almoft  out  of  our 
fenfes,  for  the  joke's  fake!' — {  Aye, 
and  fuch  a  joke!'  cried  our  landlord  ; 
fuch  a  farce !  fuch  a  denouement !  fuch 
a  cataftropbe  /' 

*  Have  a  little  patience,'  replied  our 
quire;    '  we  are  not  yet  come  to  the 
catajlrophc ;  and  pray  God  it  may  not 
turn  out  a  tragedy  inftead  of  a  farce ! 
The  captain  is  one  of  thofe  faturnine 
fubjects  who  have  no  idea  of  humour. 
He  never  laughs  in  his  own  perfon ; 
nor  can  he  bear  that  other  people  mould 
laugh  at  his  expence:  befides,  if  the 
fubie&  had  been  properly  chofen,  the 
joke  was  too  fevere  in  all  confcience.'— 
'Sdeath!'  cried  the  knight,  '  I  could 
not  have  bated  him  an  ace  had  he  been 
my  own  father ;  and  as  for  the  (u'-  "eel, 
iuch  another  does  not  prefent  itfelf  once 
in  half  a  century.'     Here  Mrs.  Tabi- 
tha  interpofmg,  and  bridling  up,  declared 
Ihe  did  not  fee  that  Mr.  Lilmahago  was 
a  fitter  fubjed  for  ridicule  than  the  knight 
himfeif;    and  that  me  was  very  much 
afraid  he  would  veiy  foon  find  he  had 
miitaken  his  man.     The  baronet  was  a 
•good  deal  difconcerted  by  this  intimation, 
faying,  that  he  muft  be  a  Goth  and  a  bar- 
barian, if  he  did  not  enter  into  the  fpirit  of 
fuch  a  happy  and  humorous  contrivance. 
He  begged,  however,  that  Mr.  Bramble 
and  his  filter  would  bring  him  to  reafon ; 
and  this  requeft  was  reinforced  by  Lady 
Bullford,  who  did  not  fail  to  read  the 
baronet  a  leclure  upon  his  indifcretion ; 
which  lecture  he  received  with  fubmimon 
on  one  fide  of  his  face,  and  a  leer  upon 
the  other. 

We  now  went  to  bed  for  the  fecond 
time  j  and,  before  I  got  up,  my  uncle  had 
vifited  Lifmahago  in  the  green-room,  and 
ufedfuch  arguments  with  him,  that,  when 
we  met  in  the  parlour,  he  feemed  to  be 
quite  appeafed.  He  received  the  knight's 
apology  with  a  good  grace,  and  even  pro- 
fefled  himfelf  pleafed  at  rinding  he  had 
contributed  to  the  diverilon  of  the  com- 
pany. Sir  Thomas  fhook  him  by  the 
hand,  laughing  heartily;  and  then  defired 
a  pinch  of  fniiff,  in  token  of  a  perfect  re- 
conciliation. The  lieutenant,  putting  his 
hand  in  his  waiftcoat-pocket,  polled  out, 
inftead  of  his  own  Scotch  mull,  a  very 
fine  gold  fnuff-hox,  which  he  no  fooner 
perceived,  than  he  faid — '  Here  is  a  fmall 

*  miftake!' — '  No  miftake  at  all,'  cried 
the  baronet:  *  a  fair  exchange  is  no  rob- 

*  be;y.   Oblige  me  fo  far,  captain,  as  to 
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*  let  me  keep  your  mull  as  a  memorial.' 
— '  Sir,'  faid  the  lieutenant,  'the  mull 
is  much  at  your  fervice ;  but  this  ma- 
chine I  can  by  no  means  retain.     It 
looks  like  compounding  a  fort  of  fe- 
lony in  the  code  of  honour.    Befides,  I 
do  not  know  but  there  may  DC  another 
joke  in  this  conveyance;  and  I  do  net 
find  myfelf  difpofed  to  be  brought  upon, 
the  ftage  again.     I  will  net  prefume  to 
make  free  with  your  pockets,  but  I 
beg  you  will  put  it  up- again  with  your 
own  hand.'     So  faying,  with  a  certain 
aufterity  of'afpeft,  he  preiented  the  IhufF- 
box  to  the  knight,  who  received  it  in  fome 
confufion,  and  reftored  the  mull,  which 
he  would  by  no  means  keep,  except  on, 
the  terms  of  exchange. 

This  tranfaftion  was  like  to  give  a 
grave  ca(t  to  the  converfation ;  when  my 
uncle  took  notice  that  Mr.  Juftice  Frog- 
more  had  not  made  his  appearance  either 
at  the  night-alarm,  or  now  at  the  general 
rendezvous.    The  baronet  hearing  Frog- 
more  mentioned — '  Odfo !'  cried  he,  '  I 
'  had  forgot  the  juftice !— •  Pr'ythee,  doc- 
'  tor,  go  and  bring  him  out  of  his  ken- 
'  iiel."    Then  laiHTiiing  till  his  fuies  were 
well  fhaken,  he  laid  he  would  fliew  the 
captain  that  lie  was  not  the  only  perfon 
of  the  drama  exhibited  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  company.  As  to  the  night- 
fcene,  it  could  not  affecl  the  jutlicc,  who 
had  been  purpofely  lodged  in  the  farther 
end  of  the  houfe,  remote  from  the  noife, 
and  lulled  with  a  dofe  of  opium  into  the 
bargain.     In  a  few  minutes,  Mr.  Juftice 
was  led  into  the  parlour  in  his  night- cap 
and  loofe  morning-gown,  rolling  his  head 
from  fide  to  fide,  and  groaning  piteoufly 
all  the  way.     '  Jefu!  neighbour  Frog- 
more,'  exclaimed  the  baronet,  '  what 
is  the  matter  ?  You  look  as  if  you  was 
not  a  man  for  this  world ! — Set  him 
down  foftly  on  the  couch ! — Poor  gen- 
tleman!—Lord  have  mercy  upon  us! 
— What  makes  him  fo  pale,  and  yellow, 
and  bloated?'  — '  Oh,  Sir  Thomas '.' 
cried  the  iuftice,  '  I  doubt  it  is  all  over 
with  me!    Thofe  mufhrooms  I  eat  at 
your  table  have  done  my  bufmefs  I—- 
Ah !  oh !  hey !' — «  Now  the  Lord  for- 
bid!' faid  the  other.    '  What,  man! 
have  a  good  heart !  How  does  thy  ito- 
mach  feel — hah  ?' 

To  this  interrogation  he  made  no  re- 
ply ;  but  t1!  owing  afule  his  night-gown, 
difcovered  that  his  \vuiihoat  would  not 
meet  upon  his  belly  by  five  good  inches 
at  leaft.  '  Heaven  protect  us  alll'  cried 
Ya  Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  5  '  what  a  melancholy  fpec- 
'  tacle!    Never  did  I  fee  a  man  ib  lud- 

*  denly  fwelled,  but  when  he  was  either 

*  juil   dead,    or  jull  dying !  —  Doftor, 

*  canft  thou  do  nothing  for  this  poor  ob- 

*  je6l  ?' — '  I  do  not  think  the  cafe  is  quite 
'  delperate,'  faid  the  fargeen ;  '  but  I 

*  would  aclvife  Mr.  Frogmore  to  fettle 

*  his  affairs  with  all  expedition :  thepar- 
'  fon  may  come  and  pray  by  him,  while 

*  I  prepare  a  glyfter  and  an  emetick 

*  draught.'  The  jufti.-e,  rolling  his  lan- 
guid eyes,   ejaculated  with  great  fer- 
vency— '  I^ord,  have  mercy  upon  us ! 

*  Chrift,  have  mercy  upon  us !'     Then 
lie  begged  the  furgeon,  in  the  name  of 
Gol,  todifputch.     '  As  for  my  worldly 

*  affairs,'  laid  he,  '  they  are  all  fettled 

*  but  one  mortgage,  which  muft  be  left 

*  to  my  heirs.     But  my  poor  foul ! — my 
4  poor  foul !  — -what  will  become  of  my 

*  poor  foul?— miierable  fmner  that  I 

*  am!'—'  Nay,  pr'ythee,  my  dear  boy, 

*  compofe  thyfelr,'  reiumed  the  knight  ; 

*  confider  the  men  y  of  Heaven  is  in- 

*  finite :  thou  canft  not  have  any  fins  of 
'  a  very  deep  dye  on  thy  confcience,  or 

*  the  devii's  in't!' — '  Name  not  the  de- 
'  vil !'  exclaimed  the  terrified  Frogmore; 
'  I  have  more  fins  to  ani'wer  for  than  the 
«  world  dreams  of!  Ah,  friend1.  I  have 

*  been  fly — fly — damn'd  fly! — Send  for 

*  the  parfbn  without  lofs  of  time, '  and 

*  put  me  to  bed,  for  I  am  pofting  to 

*  eternity !'     He  was  accordingly  raifed 
from  the  couch,  and  fupported  by  two 
Servants,  who  led  him  back  to  his  room  ; 
but,  before  he  quitted  the  parlour,  he  en- 
treated the  good  company  to  affiil:  him 
with  their  prayers.     He  added — '  Take 

warning  by  me,  who  am  luddenly  cut 
off  in  my  prime,  like  a  flower  of  the 
field;  and  God  forgive  you,  Sir  Tho- 
mas, forfiuTeringfuch  poiibnous  t:  afli 
to  be  eaten  at  your  table !' 
He  was  no  iboner  removed  out  of  hear- 
ing, th:  ,1  the  buior«et  abandoned  himielf 
to  a  violent  fit  of  laughing,  in  which  he 
\vas  joined  by  the  greatcrl  part  of  the 
company ;  but  we  could  hardly  prevent 
the  good  lady  from  going  to  undeceive 
the  patient,  bydifcovering,  that  while  he 
flept  his  wniitcoat  had  been  ftraitenal  by 
the  contrivance  of  the  furgeon  ;  'and  that 
the  difonltr  in  his  rlomach  and  bowels 
was  orcaiioned  by  fome  antimonial  wine, 
whirh  he  had  taken  over  night,  under  the 
denomination  of  plague  -  water.  She 
jeemed  to  think  that  his  appuhenfion 
|l)ight  put  ail  end  to  his  life :  th;  knight 


fwore  he  was  no  fuch  chicken,  but  a. 
rough  eld  rogue,  that  would  Uve  long 
enough  to  plague  ail  his  neighbours. 
Upon  enquiry,  we  found  his  character  did 
not  entitle  him  to  much  compaflion  or  re- 
fpeft ;  and  therefore  we  let  oxir  landlord's 
humour  take  it's  courfe.  A  giyfter  wa» 
actually  adminiftered  by  an  old  woman, 
of  the  family,  who  had  been  Sir  Thomas's 
nurfe;  and  the  patient  took  a  draught 
made  with  oxymei  of  fquilis  to  forward 
the  operation  of  the  antimonial  wine, 
which  had  been  retarded  by  the  opiate  of 
the  preceding  night.  He  was  vifited  by 
the  vicar,  who  read  prayers,  and  began  to 
take  an  account  of  the  itate  of  his  foul, 
when  thole  medicines  produced  their  ef- 
fect ;  Ib  that  the  parfon  was  obliged  to 
hold  his  nofe  while  he  poured  forth  fpiri- 
tual  confolation  from  his  mouth.  The 
fame  expedient  was  ufed  by  the  knight; 
and  me,  who  with  the  doctor  entered 
the  chamber  at  this  junfture,  and  found 
Frogmore  enthroned  on  aneafmg-chair, 
under  the  preffureof  a  double  evacuation. 
The  fhort  intervals  betwixt  every  heave 
he  employed  in  crying  for  mercy,  confef- 
fiv.cr  his  fins,  or  aiking  the  vicar's  opinion 
ot  his  cafe ;  and  the  vicar  anfwered  in  a 
folemn  muffling  tone,  that  heightened  the 
ridicule  of  the  fcene.  The  emetick  hav- 
ing done  it's  office,  the  doctor  interfered, 
and  ordered  the  patient  to  be  put  in  bed 
again.  When  he  examined  the  egt/ia,  and 
felt  his  pulfe,  he  declared  that  much  of 
the  •virus  was  difcharged;  and,  giving 
him  a  compofmg  draught,  afluied  him 
he  had  good  hopes  of  his  recovery.  This 
welcome  hint  he  received  with  the  ter.rs 
of  joy  in  his  eyes,  protecting,  that  if  he 
mould  recover,  he  would  always  think 
himfelf  indebted  for  his  life  to  the  great 
fkill  and  tendernefs  of  his  doctor,  whofe 
hand  hefqueezed  with  great  fervor;  and 
thus  he  was  left  to  his  n 

We  were  prefled  to  ftay  dinner,  that 
we  might  be  witnefies  of  his  refufcita- 
tion  ;  but  my  uncle  infixed  upon  our 

ing  before  noon,  that  we  might 
reach  this  town  before  it  fhould  be  dark. 
In  the  mean  time,  Lady  Bullford  con- 
ducted us  into  the  garden  to  fee  a  fifh- 
pond  juft  finifhed,  which  Air.  .Bramble 
cenfuied  as  being  too  near  the  parlour, 
where  the  knight  now  fat  by  himlt-lf, 
dozing  in  an  elbow- ch:>.ir  after  the  fa- 

of  his  morning  atchievement.  In 
this  lituation  he  reclined,  with  his  feet 
vu\ipi  ed  in  flannd,  and  ftipported  in  a 
line  with  his  body ;  when  the  door  flying- 

open. 
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open  with  a  violent  mock,  Lieutenant     dangerous  wild-bead  when  teazcd  for  the 
Lifmahago  ruftisd  into  the  room  with     entertainment  of  the  fpeckitors.    As  for 

Lifmahago,  he  Teemed  to  tl.ink  the  fright 
and  the  cold -bath  would  have  a  good 
effeft  upon  his  patient's  constitution: 
but  the  doftcr  hinted  Tome  appreiicniion 
that  the  gouty  matter  might,  by  fuch  a 
fudden  fhock,  be  repelled  from  the  ex- 
tremities, and  thrown  upon  fome  of  the 
more  vital  parts  of  the  machine.  I 
fhould  be  very  Ibrry  to  fee  this  prognoftick, 
verified  upon  our  facetious  landlord,  who 
told  Mrs.  Tabitha  at  parting,  that  he 
hoped  me  would  remember  him  in  t]>e 
diftrihution  of  the  bride's-favours,  as  he 
had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  put  the  cap- 
tain's parts  and  mettle  to  the  proof.  Af- 
ter all,  I  am  afraid  our  Tquhc  will  appear 
to  be  thegreateftfuffererlyy  the  baronet's 
wit ;  for  his  conftitution  is  by  no  mean* 
calculated  tor  night -alarms.  He  ha* 
yawned  and  fhivtred  all  day,  and  gone 
to  bed  without  Tapper;  fo  that,  as  we 
have  got  into  good  quarters,  I  imagine 
we  mall  make  a  bait  to  -  morrow ;  in 
which  cafe,  you  will  have  at  leaft  one 
day's  refpite  from  the  perfecution  of 
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horror  in  his  looks,  exclaiming — '  A  mad 
*  dog!  A  mad- dog!'  and  throwing  up 
thewindow-Taih,  leaped  into  the  garden. 
Sir  Thomas,  waked  by  this  tremendous 
explanation,  ftarted  up,  and,  forge; ting 
his  gout,  followed  the  lieuteant's  example 
by  a  kind  of  initinftive  impulfe.  He  not 
only  bolted  through  the  window  like  an 
arrow  from  a  bow,  but  ran  up  to  his  mid- 
dle in  the  pond,  before  he  gave  the  leaft 
fign  of  recollection.   Then  the  captain 
began  to  bawl — '  Lord,  have 'mercy  up- 
on us  i — Pray,  take  care  of  the  gentle- 
man!—  For  God's  fake,  mind  your 
footing,   iny  dear  boy!  —  Get  warm 
blankets ! — Comfort  jiis  poor  carcaie ! 
— Warm  the  bed  in  the  green-rocm !' 
Lady  Bullford  was  thunder-ftruck  at 
this  phenomenon,  and  the  reft  of  the 
company  gazed   in  filent  aftonifliment, 
while  the  fervants  haftened  to  affilt  their 
inafter,  who  Tuftered  himfelf  to  be  carried 
back  into  the  parlour  without  fpeaking  a 
word.     Being  inftantly  accommodated 
with  dry  deaths  and  flannels,  comforted 
with  a  cordial,  and  replaced  injlatu  quo, 
one  of  the  maids  was  ordered  to  chafe  his 
lower  extremities,  an  operation  in  con- 
Tequence  of  which  his  fenfes  Teemed  to  re- 
turn, and  h^s  good  -  humour  to  revive. 
As  we  had  followed  him  into  the  room, 
he  looked  at  every  individual  in  his  turn, 
with  a  certain  ludicrous  expreffion  in  his 
countenance ;  but  fixed  his  eye  in  parti- 
cular upon  Lifmahago,  who  prelented 
him  with  a  pinch  of  Tnuff;  and  when  he 
took  it  in  filence — '  Sir  Thomas  Bull- 

*  ford,'  laid  he,  '  I  am  much  obliged  to 

*  you  for  all  your  favours,  and  ibme  of 

*  them  I  have  endeavoured  to  repay  in 

*  your  own  coin.' — '  Give  me  thy  hand,' 
cried  the  baronet ;    '  then  hait,  indeed, 
'  paid  me  Scot  and  lot ;  and  even  left  a 

*  balance  in  my  hands,  for  which,  in 
1  prefence  of  this  company,  I  promife  to 

*  beaccountable.'  So  faying,  he  laughed 
very  heartily,  and  even  Teemed  to  enjoy 
the  retaliation  which  had  been  exacted  at 
his  own  expence:    but  Lady  Bullford 
looked  very  grave;  and,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, thought  the  lieutenant  had  carried 
his  referitment  too  far,  confidering  that 
her  hufband  was  valetudinary.  But,  ac- 
cording to  the  proverb — He  that  'will 
flay  at  bo<wlf  mujl  expeft  to  meet  'with 
rubbers. 

I  have  Teen  a  tame  bear,  very  diverting 
when  properly  managed,  become  a  very 


TO  MRS.MARYJONES,ATBRAMBL2- 
TON  HALL. 

DEAR    MARY    JONES, 

•  I  S  S  Liddy  is  fo  good  as  to  vmcleie 
me  in  a  kiver  as  fur  as  G'ofter, 
and  the  carrier  will  bring  it  to  hand. 
Gcd  fend  us  all  fafe  to  Monmouthshire, 
for  I'm  quite  jaded  with  rambling.  'Tis 
a  true  faying — Live  and  learn.  O  wo- 
man !  what  chuckling  and  changing  have 
I  Teen !  Well,  there's  nothing  Tartain  in 
this  world !  Who  would  have  thought 
that  miftrifs,  after  all  the  pains  taken  for 
the  good  of  her  prulias  fole,  would  go  for 
to  throw  away  her  poor  body  ?  that  fha 
would  cait  the  heys  of  infeclion  upon 
Tuch  a  carrying -crow  as  Lafhmihago! 
as  old  as  Matthewfullin,  as  dry  as  a  red- 
herring,  and  as  pore  as  a  ftarved  veezel! 
O  Molly !  hadft  thou  Teen  him  come 
down  the  ladder,  in  a  (hurt  To  fcanty,  that 
it  could  not  kiver  his  nakednefs!  The 
young  fquire  called  him  Dunquickiet; 
but  he  looked  for  all  the  world  like  Cra- 
dock-ap  Morgan,  the  ould  tinker,  that 
fuffered  at  Abergany  for  fteeling  of  ket- 
tle. Then  he's  a  profane  fcufflej  and,  as 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clinker  fays,  no  better  than  an  imp- 
fiddle,  continually  playing  upon  the  pye- 
bill  and  the  nd-w-buhh.  I  doubt  he  Iras 
as  little  manners  as  money;  for  he  can't 
fay  a  civil  word,  much  mpre  make  me  a 
prefent  of  a  pair  cf  gloves  for  good-will ; 
but  he  loo!;s  as  if  he  wanted  to  be  very 
forewood  and  familiar.  O !  that  ever  a 
gentlewoman  of  years  and  difcretion 
ihould  tare  her  air,  and  cry  and  difpor- 
ridge  herfelf  for  fuch  a  nubjackl  as  the 
fong  goes— 

'  I  vow  ftie  would  fain  have  a  burd 
*  That  bids  fuch  a  price  for  an  owl  ' 

But,  for  fartain,  he  muft  have  dealt  with 
fome  Scotch  mufician  to  bring  her  to  this 
pafs.  As  for  me,  I  put  my  tnift  in  the 
Lord ;  and  I  have  got  a  (lice  of  witch- 
elm  fovved  in  the  gathers  of  my  under- 
petticoat;  and  Mr.  Clinker  allures  me, 
that  by  the  new  light  of  greafe,  I  may 
deify  the  devil  and  all  his  works.  But  I 
nofe  what  I  nofe.  If  miirrifs  mould  take 
up  with  Laihmyhago,  this,  is  no  farvice 
for  me.  Thank  God,  there's  no  want  of 
places ;  and  if  it  wan't  for  wan  thing,  I 
would —  But  no  matter :  Madam  Bay- 
nar's  woman  has  twenty  good  pounds  a 
year  and  parquifites ;  and  dreffes  like  a 
parfon  of  diftir.kibn.  I  djned  with  her 
and  the  valley  de  fhambles,  with  bags 
and  golden  jackets ;  but  there  was  no- 
thing kirnfittable  to  eat,  being  as  how 
they  live  upon  board,  and  having  no- 
thing but  a  pifs  of  could  cuddling  -  tart 
and  fome  blamangey,  I  was  tuck  with 
the  cullick,  and  amurcy  it  was  thatmif- 
trifs  had  her  viol  of  aflings  in  the  cox. 

But,  as  I  was  faying,  I  think  for  far- 
tain  this  match  will  go  forewood ;  for 
things  are  come  to  a  creefus  ;  and  I  have 
feen  with  my  own  hays,  fuch  fmtig- 
gling —  But  I  fcorn  for  to  exclofe  the 
lecrets  of  the  family ;  and  if  it  vvance 
comes  to  marrying,  who  nofe  but  the 
frolick  may  go  round  ?  I  believes  as  how 
Mifs  Liddy  would  have  no  reverfion  if 
her  fwan  would  appear;  and  you  would 
be  furprifed,  Molly,  to  receive  a  brick's- 
fever  from  your  humble  farvant.  But 
this  is  all  fuppcfitory,  dear  gir! ;  and  I 
have  fullenly  prcmiftd  to  Mr.  Clinker, 
that  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child,  (lull 
no  that  arrow  laid  a  civil  thing  to  me  in 
the  way  of  infection.  I  hopts  to  drink 
your  health  at  BramVileton  Hall,  in  a 
horn  of  October,  before  the  month  be 
cut.  Pray  let  my  bttl  be  turned  once  a 


clay,  and  the  windore  opened,  while  the 
weather  is  dry;  and  burn  a  few  billets 
with  fome  bruin  in  the  footman's  garret, 
and  fee  their  mattrafh  be  dry  as  a  bone  ; 
for  both  our  gentlemen  have  got  a  fad 
could  by  lying  in  damp  (hits  at  Sir  Tum- 
mas  Ballf  art's.  No  more  at  prefent;  but 
my  farvice  to  Saul,  and  the  reft  of  our 
fellow -far  vents,  being,  dear  Mary  Jones, 
always  yours, 

WIN.  JENKINS. 


TO  MISS  L^TITIA  WILUS,AT  GLOU- 
CESTER. 

MY  DEAR   LETT'', 

THIS  method  of  writingto  you  from 
time  to  time,  without  any  hopes  of 
an  anfvver,  affords  me,  I  own,  fome  er.lc 
and  fatisfaftios  in  the  midft  of  my  dji- 
quit:t,  as  it  in  fome  degree  lightens  the 
burden  of  affliction ;  but  it  is  nt  beft  a 
very  imperfecl  enjoyment  of  frieudihip, 
becaxifc  it  admits  cf  no  return  of  confi- 
dence and  good  counfel.  I  would  give 
the  whole  world  to  have  your  company 
for  a  f:ngle  day.  I  am  heartily  tired  of 
this  itinerant  way  of  life :  I  am  quite 
dizzy  with  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of  ob- 
jects. Befides,  it  is  impoflible  to  travel 
fuch  a  length  of  way,  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  inconveniences,  dangers,  and 
difagreeable  accidents,  which  prove  very 
grievous  to  a  poor  creature  of  weak 
nerves  like  me,  and  make  me  pay  very 
dear  for  the  gratification  of  my  cu- 
riofity. 

Nature  never  intended  me  for  the  bufy 
world.  I  long  for  repole  and  folirude, 
where  I  can  enjoy  that  di  fin  terefted  friend - 
fhip  which  is  not  to  be  found  among 
crowds,  and  indulge  thofe  pleafing  reve- 
ries that  mun  the  hurry  and  tumult  of 
famionable  fociety.  ,  Unexperienced  as 
I  am  in  the  commerce  of  life,  I  have  fet-n 
enough  to  give  me  a  difgtift  to  the  gene- 
rality of  thofe  who  carry  it  on.  There  is 
fuch  malice,  treachery,  and  di.Timulr.tion, 
even  among  profefled  friends  and  inti- 
mate companions,  as  cnnnot  fail  to  ttnke 
a  virtuous  mind  with  horror ;  and  when 
Vice  quits  the  ftage  for  a  moment,  her 
place  is  immediately  occupied  by  Folly, 
which  is  often  too  ferious  to  excite  any 
thing  but  compaflion.  Perhaps  I  ought 
to  be  filent  on  the  foibles  of  my  poor 
aunt;  but  with  you,  my  dear  Willis,  I 
have  nofecrets;  and,  truly,  her  \v<-:ik- 

es  ave  fuch  as  cannot  be  concealed. 
Since 
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Since  the  firft  moment  we  arrived  at  Bath, 
fhe  has  been  employed  conftantly  in 
fpreading  nets  for  the  other  fex  5  and,  at 
length,  flie  has  caught  a  fuperannuated 
lieutenant,  who  is  in  a  fair  way  to  make 
her  change  her  name.  My  uncle  and  my 
brother  leem  to  have  no  objection  to  this 
extraordinary  match,  which,  I  make  no 
doubt,  will  afford  abundance  of  matter 
of  converi'ation  and  mirth  :  for  my  part, 
I  am  too  fenfible  of  my  own  weaknefles, 
to  be  diverted  with  thofe  of  other  peo- 
ple. At  prefent,  I  have  fomething  at 
heart  that  employs  my  whole  attention, 
and  keeps  my  mind  in  the  utmoft.  terror 
and  fuipence. 

Yefterday  in  the  fprenoon,  as  I  ftood 
with  my  brother  at  the  parlour  -  window 
«f  an  inn,  where  we  had  lodged,  a  per- 
fon  pafTed  on  horfeback,  whom  (gracious 
Heaven  !)  I  inftantly  difcovered  to  be 
Wilfon !  He  wore  a  white  riding-coat, 
with  the  cape  buttoned  up  to  his  chin ; 
looked  remarkably  pale,  and  pafied  at  a 
round  trot,  without  leem  ing  to  obferve 
\is.  Indeed,  he  could  not  fee  us  ;  for 
there  was  a  blind  that  concealed  us  from 
the  view.  You  may  guefs  how  I  was  af- 
fected at  this  apparition  :  the  light  for- 
fook  my  eyes ;  and  I  was  feized  with  fuch 
a  palpitation  and  trembling,  that  I  could 
not  ftand.  I  fat  down  upon  a  couch,  and 
ftrove  to  compofe  myfelf,  that  my  bro- 
ther might  not  perceive  my  agitation; 
but  it  was  impofiible  to  efcape  his  prying 
eyes.  He  had  obferved  the  obiect  that 
alarmed  me ;  and  doubtlefs  knew  him  at 
the  firft  glance.  He  now  looked  at  me 
with  a  ftern  countenance ;  then  he  ran 
out  into  the  ftreet,  to  fee  what  road  the 
unfortunate  horfeman  had  taken.  He 
afterwards  difpatched  his  man  for  farther 
intelligence,  and  feemed  to  meditate  fome 
violent  defign.  My  uncle  being  out  of 
order,  we  remained  another  nighc  at  the 
inn ;  and  all  day  long  Jerry  acted  the  part 
of  an  indefatigable  ipy  upon  my  conduit. 
He  watched  my  very  looks  with  fuch 
eagernefs  of  attention,  as  if  he  would  have 
penetrated  into  the  utmoft  recefles  of  my 
heart.  This  may  be  owing  to  his  re- 
gard for  my  honour,  if  it  is  not  the  ef- 
fect of  his  own  pride  ;  but  he  is  fo  hot, 
and  violent,  and  unrelenting,  that  the 
fight  of  him  alone  throws  me'into-a  flut- 
ter; and  really  it  will  not  be  in  my 
power  to  afford  him  any  mare  of  my  af- 
fection, if  he  periifts  in  perfecuting  me 
at  this  rate.  I  am  afraid  he  has  formed 
fome  fclieme  of  vengeance,  which  will 


make  me  compleatly  wretched !  I  am 
afraid  he  fufpeils  fome  collufion  from 
this  appearance  of  Wilfon.  Good  God  t 
did  he  really  appear  ?  or  was  it  only  a 
phantom,  a  pale  ipectre,  to  apprize  me  of 
his  death? 

O  Letty!  what  mall  I  do? — Where 
mall  I  turn  for  advice  and  confutation  ?— 
I  mall  implore  the  protection  of  my  un- 
cle, who  has  been  always  kind  and  com- 
paffionate.  This  muii  be  my  laft  it- 
fource.  I  dread  the  thoughts  of  making 
him  xineafy ;  and  would  rather  fufter  a 
thoufand  deaths  than  live  the  caufe  of 
diflenfion  in  the  family.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive the  meaning  of  Wilfon' s  coming 
hither;  perhaps  he  was  in  queft  of  us, 
in  order  to  dii'clofe  his  real  name  and 
fituation  :  but  wherefore  pafs  without 
flaying  to  make  the  leaft  enquiry  ?  My 
dear  WLlis,  I  am  loft  in  conjecture.  I 
have  not  clofed  an  eye  fmce  I  law  him. 
All  night  long  have  I  been  tofled  about 
from  one  imagination  to  another.  The 
reflection  finds  no  refting-place.  I  hava 
prayed,  and  fighed,  and  wept  plentifully. 
It  this  terrible  fufpence  continues  much 
longer,  I  (hall  have  another  fit  of  illnefs, 
and  then  the  whole  family  will  be  in  con- 
fufion.  If  it  was  confiftent  with  the  wife 
purpofes  of  Providence,  woi  Id  I  were  in 
my  grave!  But  it  is  my  duty  to  be  re- 
figned.  My  deareft  Letty,  excufe  my 
weaknefs — excufe  thefe  blots — my  tears 
fall  fo  faft  that  I  cannot  keep  the  paper 
dry :  yet  I  ought  to  cor.fider  that  I  have 
as  yet  no  caufe  to  defpair.  But  I  am  fuch 
a  faint-hearted,  timorous  creature ! 

Thank  God,  my  uncle  is  much  better 
than  he  was  yefterday.  He  is  refolved 
to  purfue  our  journey  ftraight  to  Wales. 
I  hope  we  mall  take  Glouctfter  in  our 
way ;  that  hope  chears  my  poor  heart. 
I  mall  once  more  embrace  my  beft  be- 
loved Willis,  and  pour  all  my  griefs  into 
her  friendly  bofom.  O  Heaven!  is  it 
poflible  that  fuch  happinefs  is  reierved. 
for  the  dejected  and  forlorn 
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LYDIA  MELFORD! 


TO  SIR  WAT  KIN  PHILLIPS,  BART. OF 
JESUS  COLLEGE,  OXON. 

REAR    WATKIN, 

Yefterday  met  with  an  incident  which, 
—  I  believe,  you  will  own  to  be  very 
furprizing.  As  I  ftood  with  Liddy  at  the 
window  of  the  inn  where  we  had  lodged, 

who 
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who  mould  pnfs  by  but  Wilfon  on  horle- 
back!  I  coiild  not  he  miibiceu  in  the  • 
peribn,  for  I  had  a  full  view  of  hinv  as  he 
advanced.  I  plainly  perceived,  by  my 
CULT'S  cor.fufion,  that  fhe  recognized 
him  at  the  lame  time.  1  wiu  c  l..'.i\\y 
aftonifaed  and  incenled  at  his  appear- 
ance, which  I  could  not  but  interpret  in- 
to an  infult,  or  fomething  worfeJ  I  ran 
c-it  at  the  gate,  and  i'eeing  liim  turn  the 
corner  of  the  ftreet,  I  dil'patched  my  fer- 
tantto  obfervehis  motions  5  but  thefcl-, 
Jow  was  too  late  to  bring  me  that  fatis- 
:  i .  He  told  me,  however,  that  there 
was  an  inn,  called  the  Red  Lion,'atthat 
end  of  the  town,  where  he  fuppofed  the 
horieman  alighted,  but  that  he  would 
not  enquire  without  further  orders.  I 
fent  him  back  immediately  to  know  what 
ftrang-ers  were  in  the  houfe,  and  he  re- 
turned with  a  report  that  there  was  one 
Mr.  Wilfon  lately  arrived.  In  conle- 
quence  of  this  information,  I  charged 
him  with  a  note  directed  to  that  gentle- 
man, defuing  him  to  meet  me  in  half  an 
hour  in  a  certain  field  at  the  town's  end, 
with  a  cafe  of  piftols,  in  order  to  decide 
the  difference  which  could  not  be  deter- 
mined at  our  lad  rencounter;  but  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  fubfcribe  the  billet. 
My  man  affured  me  he  had  delivered  it 
into  his  ov-'h  hand  ;  and  that,  having 
read  it,  lie  declared  he  would  wait  upon 
the  gentleman  at  the  place  and  time  ap- 
pointed. 

M' Alpine  ibeing  an  old  foldier,  and 
luckily  fober  at  the  time,  I  entrusted  him 
with  my  fccret.  I  ordered  him  to  be 
within  call,  and,  having  given  him  a  letter 
to  be  delivered  to  myuncle  incafeof  acci- 
dent, I  repaired  to  ihe  rendezvous,  which 
was  an  indofed  field  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  highway.  I  found  my  anta- 
gonift  had  already  taken  his  ground,- 
wrapped  in  a  dark  horfeman's  coat,  with 
a  laced  hat  fl-.'poed  over  his  eyes;  but 
what  was  my  aftonifliment,  when,  throw- 
ing off  this  wrapper,  he  appeared  to  be  a 
perfon  whom  I  had  never  ieen  before ! 
He  had  one  piftol  ftutk  in  a  leather  belt, 
and  another  in  his  hand,  ready  f or  acl ion; 
and,  advancing  a  few  fteps,  called  to 
know  if  I  was  ready.  I  anlwered— '  No,* 
and  defired  a  parley;  upon  which  he 
turned  the  muzxle  of  his  piece  towards 
the  earth,  then  replaced  it  in  his  belt,  and 
met  me  half  way.  When  I  affured  him 
he  was  not  the  man  I  expefted  to  meet, 
he  faid,  //  Might  be  fo;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  (lip  of  paper  dire&ed  to  Mr. 


Wilfon,  requefting  him  to  come  hither; 
and  that  as  there  was  no  othe»in  the  place 
of  that  name,  he  naturally  concluded 
the  note  was  intended  for  him,  and  him 
only.  I  then  gave  him  to  undefftand, 
that  I  had  been  injured  by  a  peribn  who 
alfumed  that  name,  which  peribn  I  had 
aftv.ally  Ieen  within  the  hour,  paffing 
through  the  fireet  on  horfeback ;  that 
heading  there  was- a  Mr.  Wilfon  at  the 
Red  Lion,  I  took  it  for  granted  he  was 
the  man,  and  in  that  belief  had  writ  the 
billet :  and  I  expreffed  my  fur.'rize,  that 
he,  who  was  a  itranger  to  me  and  my  con- 
cerns, fllould  give  mefucha  rendezvous, 
without  taking  the  trouble  to  demand  a 
previous  explanation.  He  replied  that 
tlure  was  no  other  of  his  name  in  the 
whole  county ;  that  no  fuch  horieman 
had  alighted  at  the  Red  Lion  iin:e  nine 
o'clock,  when  he  arrived ;  that  having 
had  the  honour  to  ferve  •  his  majefty, 
he  thought  he  could  not  decently  de.line 
any  invitation  of  this  kind,  from  ^hat 
quarter  foever  it  might  come  y  and  that 
if  any  explanation  was  neceffary,  it  did 
not  belong  to  him  to  demand  it,  but  to 
the  gentleman  who  fummoned  him  into 
the  field.  Vexed  as  I  was  at  this  ad- 
venture, I  could  not  help  admiring  the 
coolnefs  of  this  officer,  whole  open  coun- 
tenance prepoffeffed  me  in  his  favour. 
Kc  llemed  to  be  turned  of  forty,  wore 
his  own  ihort  black  hair,  which  curled 
naturally  about  his  ears,  and  was  veiy 
plain  in  his  apparel.  When  I  begged 
pardon  for  the  trouble  I  had  given  him, 
he  received  my  apology  with  great  good- 
humour.  He  told  me  that  he  lived  about 
ten  miles  off,  at  a  Imall  farm-houfe, 
which  would  afford  me  tolerable  lodging, 
if  I  would  come  and  take  the  diveriion 
of  hunting  with  him  fora  few  weeks;  in 
which  cale  we  might,  perhaps,  find  out 
the  man  who  had  given  me  offence.  I 
thanked  him  very  iinccrcly  for  his  very 
courteous  offer,  which,  I  told  him,  I  was 
not  at  liberty  to  accept  at  prefent,  on  ac- 
count of  my  being  engaged  in  a  family 
party ;  and  ib  we  parted,  with  mutual 
profefllons  of  good-will  andefteem. 

Now  tell  me,  dear  knight,  what  am  I 
to  make  of  this  fingular  adventure  ?  Am 
I  to  fuppofe  that  the  horfeman  I  law  was 
really  a  thing  of  flefh  and  blood,  or  a 
bubble  thatvanifhed  into  air  ?  Or  muft 
I  imagine  Liddy  knows  more  of  the  mat- 
ter than  me  chufes  to  difclofe  ?  If  I 
thought  her  capable  of  carrying  on  any 
clandelline  correfpondence  with  f"ch  a 

fellow, 
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fellow,  I  mould  at  once  difcard  all  ten- 
clernefs,  and  forget  that  fliewas  connect- 
ed with  me  by  the  ties  of  blood.  But  how 
is  it  poflible  that  a  girl  of  her  fimplicity 
and  inexperience  mould  maintain  fuch 
an  intercourfe,  furroundcd  as  fhejs  with 
fo  many  eyes,  definite  of  all  opportuni- 
ty, and  mit'ting  quarters  every  day  of  her 
lirl-  ?  Befules,  me  has  folemnly  pro- 

miied-! No,  I  cannot  think  the  girl  fo 

foafe,  Ib  infenfible  to  the  honour  of  her 
family.  What  disturbs  me  chiefly  is, 
the  imprdTion  which  thefe  occurrences 
leem  to  make  upon  her  fpirits.  Thefe 
are  the  fymptoms  from  which  I  conclude 
that  the  rafcal  has  ftiil  a  hold  on  her  af- 
fection. Surely  I  have  a  right  to  call 
him  a  rafcal,  and  to  conclude  that  his  de- 
figns  are  infamous.  But  it  fhall  be  my 
fault  if  he  does  not  one  day  repent  his 
prefumptioo.  I  confefs  I  cannot  think, 
much  lefs  write,  on  this  fubjecl,  with 
any  degree  of  temper  or  patience;  I  fhall 
therefore  conclude  with  telling  you,  that 
we  hope  to  be  in  Wales  by  the  latter  end 
of  the  month;  but  before  that  period 
you  will  probably  hear  again  from  your 
affectionate 

J.  MELFORD. 
OCT.  4. 

TO  SIR  WATKIN  PHILLIPS,  BART. 

AT  OXON. 

r>EAR  PHIL r, IPS, 

WHEN  I  wrote  you  by  laft  pott, 
I  did  not  imagine  I  fliould  be 
tempted  to  trouble  you  again  fo  foon  : 
but  I  now  fit  down  with  a  heart  fo  full, 
that  it  cannot  contain  itfelf;  though  I  am 
under  fuch  agitation  of  fpirits,  that  you 
are  to  expert  neither  method  or  connec- 
tion in  this  addrefs.  We  have  been  this 
day  within  a  hair's  breadth  of  lofing  ho- 
ne.t  Matthew  Bramble,  in  conlequence 
of  a  curled  accident,  which  I  will  endea- 
vour to  explain.  In  eroding  the  coun- 
try to  get  into  the  port-road,  it  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  ford  a  river,  and  we  that  were 
on  horfeback  palfed  without  any  danger 
or  difficulty;  but  a  great  quantity  of  rain 
having  fallen  laft  night  and  this  morn- 
ing, there  was  fuch  an  accumulation  of 
water,  that  a  mill-head  gave  way  juft  as 
the  coach  was  parting  under  it,  and  the 
flood  ru(hed  down  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
as  firft  floated,  and  then  fairly  overturn- 
e  I,  the  c:\rriage,  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftream.  Liiinahago  and  I,  and  the  two 
ts,  alighting  inftaataneoufly,  ran 


into  the  river,  to  give  all  the  afliftance 
in  our  ptiwer.  Our  aunt,  Mrs.  Tabi- 
tha,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  up- 
pernioftj  was  already  half  way  out  of  the 
coach-window,  when  her  lover  approach-r 
ing,  di&hgaged  her  entirely}  but  whe- 
ther his  foot  flipped,  or  the  burden  was 
too  great,  they  fell  over  head  and  ears  in 
each  other's  arms.  He  endeavoured 
more  than  once  to  get  up,  and  even  to 
difentangle  himfelf  from  her  embrace, 
but  me  hung  about  his  neck  likei'a  mil!- 
ftone,  (no  bad  emblem,of  matrimony)* 
and  if  my  man  had  not  proved  a  (launch 
auxiliary,  thole  two  lovers  would  in  all 
probability  have  gone  hand  in  hand  to 
the  (hades  below.  For  my  part,  I  was 
too  much  engaged  to  take  any  cogni- 
zance of  their  diftrefs.  I  fnatched  out 
my  fitter  by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and 
dragging  her  to  the  bank,  recollected 
that  my  uncle  had  not  yet  appeared* 
Ruming  again  into  the  ftreatn,  I  met 
Clinker  hauling  afliore  Mrs.  Jenkins, 
who  looked  like  a  mehnaid,  with  hex1' 
hair  dimevelled  about  her  ears  ;  but, 
when  I  afked  if  his  mafte'r  was  fafe,  he 
forthwith  (hook  her  from  him,  and  fhe 
muflrhave  gone  to  pot,  if  a  miller  had  not 
feafonably  come  to  her  relief.  As  for 
Humphry,  he  flew  like  lightning  to  the 
coach,  that  was  by  this  time  filled  with 
water,  and,  diving  into  it,  brought  up 
the  poor  {'quire,  to  all  appearance  depriv- 
ed of  life.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  de- 
fcribe  what  I  felt  at  this  melancholy 
fpeclacle;  itwasfuch  an  agony  as  baffles 
all  defcription!  The  faithful  Clink- 
er, taking  him  vo  in  his  arms,  as  if  ha 
had  been  an  infant  of  fix  months,  car- 
ried him  afhore,  howling  moft  piteoufly 
all  the  way,  and  I  followed. him  in  a 
tranfport  of  grief  and  confternation. 
When  he  was  laid  upon  the  grafs,  and 
turned  from  fide  to  fide,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  water  ran  out  at  his  mouth,  then 
he  opened  his  eyes,  and  fetched  a  cfeep 
figh.  Clinker  perceiving  thcfe  figns  of* 
life,  immediately  tied  up  his  arm  with  a- 
gaiter,  and  pulling  out  a  horii- fleam, 
let  him  blood  in  the  farrier  ftile.  At 
firft  a  few  drops  only  iflucd  from  the 
orifice  ;  bi::  the  limb  being  chafed,  in  a 
little  time  the  blood  began  to  flow  in  a 
continued  ftream,  and  he  uttered  fome 
incoherent  words,  which  wsre  the  moft 
welcome  founds  that  ever  faluted  my  ear. 
There  was  a  country  inn  hard  by,  the 
landlord  of  which  had  by  this  time  come 
with  hjs  people  to  give  their  afTirbnce, 
Z  Thither- 
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Thither  my  uncle  being  carried,  was  un- 
drelTed  and  put  to  bed,  wrapped  in  warm 
blankets ;  but  having  been  moved  too 
loon,  he  fainted  away,  and  once  more  lay 
without  lenle  or  motion,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  efforts  of  Clinker  and   the 
landlord,  who  bathed  his  temples  with 
Hungary-water, ,  ar.d  held  a  fmelling- 
bottle  to  his  note.     As  I  had  heard  of 
the  efficacy  of  i'ait  in  i'uch  calls,  I  ordered 
all  that  was  in  the  houfe  to  be  laid  un- 
der his  head  and  body  5  and  whether  this 
appli-ation  had  the  defired  effeft,  or  na- 
ture of  Jierfelf  prevailed,  he,  in  lefs  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  began  to  breathe 
regularly,  and  loon  retrieved  his  recol- 
fection,  to  the  unlueakable  joy  of  all  the 
bye-ftanders.    As  for  Clinker,  his  brain 
feemed  to  be  affc&ed  ;  he  laughed,  and 
wept,  and  danced  about  in  fuch  a  dif- 
tra&ed  manner,  that  the  landlord  veiy 
judicioufly   conveyed   him   out  of  the 
room.     My  uncle,  lee-ing  me  dropping 
wet,  comprehended  the  whole  of  what 
had  happened,  and  aflced  if  all  the  com- 
p:my  "'as  fate;  being  anfwered  in  the 
ariinnative,  he  indited  upon  my  putting 
on  dry  cloathsj  and,  having  fwalknved  a 
little  warm  wire,  dehred  he  might  be 
left  to  his  repofe.  Before  I  went  to  Ihift 
rayfelf,  I  enqxiired  about  the  reft  of  the 
family.     I  found  Mrs.  Tabitha  (till  de- 
lirious from  her  fright,  discharging  very 
eopioufty  the  water  (he  had  Iwallowed. 
She  was  lupported  by  the  captain,  diftjl- 
ling  drops  from  his  uncurled  periwig, 
fo  lank  and  fo  dank,  that  he  looked  like 
father  Thame  without  his  ledges,  em- 
bracing His,  while  Ihe  cafcaded  in  his 
urn.     Mrs.  Jcnkus  was  prefent  allb,  in 
a  loole  bed-gown,  without  either  cap  or 
handkerchief;  but  lha,  feemed  to  be  as 
little  compos  mentis  as  her  miihefs,  and 
adedlb  many  croft  purpofes  in  thecourfe 
of  her  attendance,  tliat,  between  the  two, 
Lifrmhago  had  occafion  for  all  his.phi- 
lofophy.     As  for  Liddy,  I  thought  the 
poor  girl  would  have  actually  loft  her 
The  good  woman  of  the  houfe 
had  mifted  her  liner.,  andputher  into  bed; 
In  t  fl.e  was  ft'/cd  with  the  idea  that  her 
uncle  had  perifhe  i,  and  in  this  perfua- 
fion  ma  k  a  diim?l  outcry :  nor  did  me 
t  ay  the  leaft  regard  to  what  I  (hid,  when 
I  folenmly  allured  her  he  was  fafe.     Mr. 
Uramble  hearing  the  noife,   defired  me 
might  be  broughtinto  his  chamber;  and 
me  no  fooncr  received  this  intimation, 
than  ftu  ran  thither  half  naked,  with 
the  wildeft  expieflion  of  eagenxefs  in  her 


countenance.  Seeing  the  (quire 
up  in  the  bed,  me  fprung  forwards, 
throwing  her  arms  about  his  neck,  ex- 
claimed in  a  moft  pathetick  tone — '  A;-e 
'  you— are  you  indeed  my  uncle — my 
'  dear  uncle!— My  belt  friend — My  fa- 
f  ther! — Are  you  really  living,  or  is  it 
'  an  illuilon  of  my  poor  brain?'  Ho- 
rieit  Matthew  was  Ibmuch  affe6kd,rh:;t 
he  could  not  help  (bedding  tears,  \vhiie  ht 
kiflfed  her  forehead,  laying — 'My  dtar 
'  Liddy,  I  hope  I  (halt  live  long  enough 

*  to  (hew  how  fenfible  I  am  of  your  af- 
'  feclion.     But  your  fpirits  are  mitttr- 
'  ed,  child  ;  you  want  reft.     Go  to  bed 
'  and   ccmpofe    yourfelf." — '    Well,  I 
'  will,'  /he  replied.    'Butftillmc;' 

'  this  cannot  be  real.  The  coach  was  fi'Il 
'  cf  water ;  my  uncle  was  under  us  all ! 

*  Gracious  God!  yoxi  was  undq- 

*  — How  did  you  get  out? — Teli  me 
*•  that,  or  I  (hall  think  this  is  all  a  de- 
'  cepdon.'— '  In   what  manner  I  was 

*  brought  out,  I  know  as  little  n,-   -\    \\ 
'  do,  my  dear,'  (aid  the  fquire ;  ' 

'  truly,  that  is  a  circumitance  of  which  I 
'  want  to  be  informed.'  I  would  have 
given  him  a  detail  of  the  whole  adven- 
ture, but  he  would  not  hear  me  until 
I  mould  change  my  cloaths ;  fo  that  t 
had  only  time  to  tell  him,  that  he  owed 
his  life  to  the  courage  and  fidelity  of 
Clinker;  and  having  given  him  this  hint, 
I  conduced  my  filler  to  her  own  chamber. 
This  accident  happened  about  thrte 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  littlemore 
than  an  hour  the  hurricane  was  ail  over  j 
but  as  the  carriage  was  found  to  be  Ib 
much  damaged,  that  it  could  not  proceed 
without  confiderable  repairs,  a  black- 
fmith  and  wheel-wright  were  immediately 
lent  for  to  the  next  market-town,  and  we 
congratulated  ourlclves  upon  beinghouled 
at  an  inn,  which,  though  remote  from  the 
poft-road,  afforded  exceeding  good  lodg- 
ing. The  women  being  pretty  we!  I 
poled,  and  the  ir.en  all  a-foct,  my  ur.ck 
leflt  for  his  fervant,  and  in  the  prefenceof 
Liimahagoand  me,  accofted  him  in  their 
words — '  So,  Clinker,  I  find  you  are  re- 

*  folved  I  (han't  die  by  water.  As  yen  h:ivc 
'  fifhed  me  up  from  the  bottom  at  your 
'  own  i ilk,  you  are  at  leaft  entitled  to  all 
'  the  money  that  was  in  my  pocket,  and 
'  there-  it  is.'  So  laying,  he  preitntcd  him 
with  a  purfe  containingthirty  guineas, and 
a  ring  nearly  of  the  fame  value.     '  God 
'  forbid!'  cried  Clinker;  '  your  honour 
'  (hall  exculeme.     I  am  a  poor  fellow  ; 
«  but  I  have  ahsai  t— O !  if  your  l.cnour 

•  did 
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cUtl  hut  know  how  I  rejoice  to  fee— - 
BLfl'ed  he  his  holy  name  that  made  me 
the  humble  inftrument — But  as  for  the 
lucre  of  gain,  I  renounce  it.     I  have 
done  no  more  than  my  duty — No  more 
than  I  would  have  done  for  the  moil 
wprthlefs  of  my  fellow  creatures — No 
more  than  I  would  have  done  for  Cap- 
tain LLfmahago,  or  Ardvy  Macalpine, 
or  any  fmner  upon  earth.    But  for  your, 
worlhip,  I  would  go  through  fire,  as 
well  as  water/ — M  do  believe  it,  Hum- 
phry,' faid  the  fquire ;  '  but,  as  you 
think  it  was  your  duty  to  fave  my  life 
at  the  hazard  of  your  own,  I  think  it 
is  mine  to  exprefs  the  fenle  I  have  of 
your  extraordinary  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment.   I  infift  upon  your  receiving  this 
fmali  token  of  my  gratitude;  but  don't 
imagine  that   I  look  upon  this  as  an 
adequate    recompence  for  the  fervice 
you  have  done  me.     I  have  determined 
to  fettle  thirty  pounds  a  year  upon  you 
for  life ;  and  I  defire  thefe  gentlemen 
will  bear  witnefs  to  this  uiy  intention, 
of  which  I  have  a  memorandum  in 
my  po  ket-book.' — '  Lord  make  me 
thankful  for  all  thefe  mercies,'  cried 
Clinker,  fobbing,  '  I  have  been  a  poor 
Ir.r.ikrupt  from  the  beginning.     Your 
honour's  goodnefs  found  me,  when  I 
was — naked — when  I  was — lick  and 
forlorn—  I  underftand  your  honour's 
looks —  I  would  not  give  offence;  but 
my  heart  is  very  full ;  and  if  your  wor- 
flii'p  won't  give  me  leave  to  fpeak,  I 
muft  vent  it  in  prayers  to  Heaven  for 
my  benefactor.'    When  he  quitted  the 
room,  Lifmahago  faid  he  mould  have  a 
much  better  opinion  of  his  honefty,  if  he 
did  not  whine  and  cant  fo  ajbominably ; 
but  that  he  had  always  obferved  thofe 
weeping  and  praying  fellows  were  hypo- 
crites atbottom .     Mr.  Bramble  made  no 
reply  to  this  far:aftick  remark,  proceed- 
ing from  the  lieutenant's  refemment  of 
Clinker's  having,  in  pure  hmplicity  of 
heart,  ranked  him  with  M<  Alpine  and 
the  fmners  of  the  earth.     The  landlord 
being  called  to  receive  fome  orders  about 
the  beds,  told  the  fquire  that  his  houfe 
was  very  much  at  his  fervice,  but  he  was 
lure  he  mould  not  have  the  honour  to 
lodge  him  and  his  company.     He  gave 
us  to  urv.leri'taml,  that  his  mailer,  who 
lived  hard  by,  would  not  fuffer  us  to  be 
at  a  publick-ho-ife,  when  there  was  ac- 
commodation for  us  at  his  own  ;   and 
that,  if  he  had  not  dined  abroad  in  the 


neighbourhood  he  would  have  undoubt- 
edly come  to  offer  his  fervices  at  our  firft 
arrival.  He  then  launched  out  in  praiie 
cf  that  gentleman,  whom  he  had  lerved 
as  butler,  reprefenting  him  as  a  perfect 
miracle  of  goodnefs  and  generality.  He 
faid  he  was  aperfonof  great  learning,  and 
allowed  to  be  the  belt  farmer  in  the  co/m- 
try :  that  he  had  a  lady  who  was  as  much 
beloved  as  himfelf,  and  an  only  Ion,  a  very 
hopeful  young  gentleman,  julr.  recovered 
from  a  dangerous  fever,  which  had  like 
to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  whole  family  j 
for,  if  the  fon  had  died,  he  was  fure  the 
parents  would  not  have  furvived  their 
lofs.  He  had  not  yet  finiihed  the  enco- 
mium of  Mr.  Dennifon,  when  this  gen- 
tleman arrived  in  a  poft-chaife,  and  his 
appearance  feemed  to  juilify  all  tiiat  had 
been  faid  in  his  favour.  He  is  pretty  well 
advanced  in  years,  but  hale,  robuft,  and 
florid,  with  an  ingenuous  countenance, 
expreilive  cf  good  fenfe  and  humanity. 
Having  condoled  with  us  on  the  acci- 
dent which  had  happened,  he  (aid  he  was 
csme  to  conduft  us  to  his  habitation, 
where  we  mould  be  lefs  incommoded  than 
at  f<'ch  a  paultry  inn,  and  exprefl'ed  his 
hgpe  that  the  ladies  would  not  be  the  worfe 
for  going  thither  in  his  carriage,  as  the 
difhince  was  not  above  a  quarter  of  amile. 
My  uncle  having  made  a  proper  return  to 
this  courteous  exhibition,  eyed  him  at- 
tentively, and  then  alked  if  he  had  not 
been  at  Oxford,  a  commoner  of  Queen's 
College.  When  Mr.  Dennifon  aniWer- 
ed — '  Yes,'  with  fome  marks  of  ru.rprir.e~— 
'  Look  at  me  then,'  faid  our  fquire,  '  and 

*  let  us  fee  if  you  can  recollecl  the  fea- 
-  *  tures  of  an  old  friend,  whom  you  have 

'  not  feen  thefe  forty  years.'  The  gentle- 
man, taking  him  by  the  hand,  and  gazing 
at  him  earneitly — '  I  proteit,'  cried  he, 
'  T  do  think  I  recal  the  idea  of  Matthew 
'  Loyd  of  Glamorganshire,  who  was 
'  ftudent  of  Jefus.' — '  Well  remember- 
'  ed,  my  dear  friend,  Charles  Dennifon,' 
exclaimed  ray  uncle,  prelfing  him  to  his 
hreail,  '  I  am  that  very  identical  Matthew 

*  Loyd  of  Glamorgan.'     Clinker,  who 
had  juft  entered  the  room  with  fome  coals 
for  the  fire,  no  foonerheaid  thefe  words, 
than,  throwing  down  the  fcuttle  on  the 
toes  of  Lifmahago,  he  began  to  caper  as 
if  he  was  mad,  crying — '  Matthew  Loyd 
'  of   Glamorgan!  —  O   Providence!  — 
'  Matthew  LoyJ  of  Glamorgan!'  Then 
clafping  my  uncles  knees,  he  went  on  in 
this  manner—'  Your  wonliip  muft  for- 

Z  2  '  give 
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*  give  me  —  Matthew  Loyd  of  Glamor- 

'.—  -O  Lord,  Sir!  —  I  can't  contain 

myfelf!  —  I  fhall  lofe  ray  fenfes.'  — 

Nay,  thou  haft  loft  them  already,  I  be- 

lieve,' laid  the  fquirepeeviililyj  '  pr'y- 

thee  Clinker  be  quiet  —  What  is  the 

matter?'     Humphry,  fumbling  in  his 

bolbm,  pulled  out  an  old  wooden  fnufF- 

box,  which  he  prefentt  din  great  trepida- 

tion to  his  matter,  who,  opening  it  imme- 

diately, perceived  a  fmall  cornelian  i'eal, 

and  two  fcraps  of  paper.     At  fight  of 

thefe  articles  he  ftarted,  and  changed  co- 

lour, and  carting  his  eye  upon  the  infcrip- 

tions  —  '  Ha!    how!   what!  —  Where,' 

cried  he,  '  is  the  perfon  here  named?' 

Clinker,  knocking  his  own  breaiv,  could 

hardly  pronounce  thefe  words  —  '  Here— 

'  here  —  here  is  Matthew  Loyd.  as  the 

'  certificate  fheweth.   Humphry  Clinker 

*  was  the  iv.me  of  the  farrier  that  took 

*  me  'prentice/  —  '  And  who  gave  you 
f  thefe  tokens?'  faid  my  uncle  haftily. 

*  My  poor  mother  on  her  death-bed,' 
replied  the  other.  'And  who  was  your  mo- 
'  ther?'  —  '  Dorothy  Twy  ford  5  anj.lcr.fe 

*  your  honour,  heretofore  bar-h'cper  at 

*  the  Angel  at  Cliippenham.'—  '  And 
?  why  were  not  thefe  tokens  produced 

*  before  ?'  —  '  My  mother  told  me  fhe  had 

*  wrote  to  Glamorgan/hire,  at  the  time 

*  of  my  birth,  but  had  no  anfwerj  and 
'  that  afterwards,   when  me  made  in- 

*  quiry,  there  was  no  luch  perfon  in  that 

*  county.'  —  '  And  fo  in  confequence  of 

*  my   changing  my  name  and  going 

*  abroad  at  that  very  time,  thy  poor  mo- 

*  ther  and  thou  have  been  left  to  want 

*  and  mifery.    I  am  really  fhocked  at  the 
'  confequence  of  my  own  folly.'.   Then 
laying  his  ha»d  on  Clinker's  head,  he 
added  —  '  Stand  forth,  Matthew  Loyd.— 

*  You  fee,  gentlemen,  how  the  fmsof  my 
'  youth  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  me. 

*  Here  is  my  direction  written  with  my 

*  own  hand,  and  a  feal  which  I  !<  'c  at 
'  the  woman's  requeft;  and  this  is  a  cer- 
'  tifi  u.o  of  the  child's  baptifm,  figned  by 
'  the  curate  of  the  parifh.'  The  company 
were  not  a  little  fur  pri  •  ed  at  this  difcovery, 
•upon  whit  1  1  •   frtceliouuy 
congratulated  both  the  father  and  the  ibn  : 
for  ir.y  part,  I  (h  x  -t'oi.rd  cou- 
iin  heartily  b\  the  ha.id,  and  Lifmahago 

.,,,  i:!in  wrth  the  tears  in  his 


eyes,  for  he  h;ul  been  hopping  about 
the  room,  fwuirhig  in  broad  Scotch,  and 
bellowing  \.  i  ,  i^cafioned  by  trie 

fall  of  the  cGul-icuttle  upon  his  foot.  He 
h«d  even  vowed  to  drive  incfaul  out  of 


the  body  of  that  mad  vafcal :  but,  per* 
cciving  the  unexpected  turn  which  things 
had  taken,  he  wifhed  him  ioy  of  his  good 
fortune,  obferving  that  it  went  very  near 
his  heart,  as  he  was  like  to  be  a  great  toe 
out  of  pocLet  by  the  difcovery.     Mr. 
Denniibn  now  dcfired  to  know  for  what 
reafon  my  uncle  had  changed  the  name 
by  which  he  knew  him  at  Oxford,  and 
our  fquire  fatisfied  him,  by  anfweringtb 
this  effect: — '  I  took  ny  mother's  name, 
which  was  Loyd,  as  heir  to  her  bads  in 
Glamorgan  ihire ;  but,  when  I  came  of 
age,  I  fold  that  property,  in  order  to 
clear  my  paternal  eiraic,  and  reilmval 
my  real  name ;  fo  that  I  am  now  Mat- 
Bramble,  of  Brambleton  Hall  in 
Momnouthfhire,  at  your  fervice;  and 
thi?  is  my  nephew,  Jeremy  Meiford  of 
Beificld,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan/ 
At  that  inftant  the  ladies  entering  the 
room,  he  prefented  Mrs.  Tabitha  as  his 
fifter,  and  Liddy  as  his  niece.     The  old 
gentleman  faluied  them  very  cordially, 
and  feemed  ftruck  with  the  appearance  of 
my  fitter,  whom  he  could  not  help  iur- 
veying  with  a  mixture  of  complacency 
and  furprize.     '  Siiter,'  faid  my  uncle, 
'  there   is  a  poor  relation  t'aat  recom- 

*  meiidshimfelf  to  your  good  graces.  The 
'  ij,.:;ndam  Humphry  Clinker  is  meta- 
'  morphofed  into  Matthew  Loyd;  and 
'  claims  the  honour  of  being  your  carnal 

*  kinfman.  In  mort,  the  rogue  proves  to 
'  be  a  crab  of  my  own  planting  in  the 
'  days  of  hot  blood  and  unrt'ftrained  li- 
'  bertinifm.'     Clinker  had  by  this  time 
dropt  upon  one  knee,  by  the  fide  of  Mrs. 
Tabitha,  who,  eyeing  him  aikance,  and 
flirting  her  fan  with  marks  of  agitntion, 
thought  proper,  after  fome  conflict,  to 
hold  out  her  hand  for  him  to  kifs,  faying, 
with  ademure  tilpeci — '  Brother,  you  have 

been  very  wicked:  but  I  hope  you  will 
live  to  fee  the-  folly  of  your  ways.  I  am 
very  forry  to  fay  the  young  man  \ 
you  have  this  day  acknowledged,  has 
more  grace  and  religion,  by  the  gift  of 
God,  than  you  with  all  your  prophane 
learn;..-,  and  repeated  opportunity.  I 
do  think  he  has  got  the  trick  of  the 
eye,  and  the  tip  of  the  no/e  of  my  uncle 
Loyd  of  Flluydwellyn;  and  as  ; 
long  chin,  it  is  the  very  moral  of  the  go- 
er's.— Brother,  as  you  have  chang- 
ed his  name,  pray  change  his  drcfs  alfoj 
that  livery  doth  not  become  any  perfon 
that  hath  got  our  blood  in  his  veins.' 
Liddy  letmed. much  plcaicd  with  this  ac- 
quiiition  to  the  family.  She  took  him 

by 
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by  the  hand,  declaring  me  fhould  al- 
ways be  proud  to  own  her  connexion  with 
a  virtuous  young  man,  who  had  given  ib 
many  proofs  of  his  gratitude  and  affec- 
tion to  her  uncle.  Mrs.  Winifred  Jen- 
kins, extremely  fluttered  between  her  i'ur- 
prize.at  this  difcovery,  and  the  apprehen- 
lion  of  lofing  her  fweetheart,  exclaimed 
in  a  giggling  tone — '  I  wifh  yon  joy, 

*  Mr.  Clinker — Floyd— I  would  lay — 

*  hi,hi,hi! — youllbe  !b  proud  you  won't 

*  look  at  your  poor  fellow-iervants,  oh, 

*  oh,  oh ! '    Honeft  Clinker  owned  he  was 
overjoyed  at  his  good  fortune,  which  was 
greater  than  he  deferved  :  '  But  where - 
'  fore  mould  I  be  proud  ?'  laid  he, '  a  poor 
*x  object  conceived  in  im,  and  brought 

*  forth  in  iniquity,  nurfed  in  a  pariih 

*  work  houle,  and   bred  in   a  fmithy. 

*  Whenever  I  leem proud,  Mrs.  Jenkins, 

*  I  beg  of  you  to  put  me  in  mind  of  the 

*  condition  I  was  in,  when  I  firit:  faw 
'  you  between  Chippenham  andMarlbo- 
'  rough/ 

When  this  momentous  affhir  was  dif- 
cuuedto  the  latisfaftionof 'all  parties  con- 
cerned, the  \veather  being  dry,  the  ladies 
declined  the  carriage ;  To  that  we  walked 
all  together  to  Mr.  Dennilbrfs  houle, 
where  we  found  the  tea  ready  prepared  by 
his  lady,  an  amiable  matron,  who  received 
us  with  all  the  benevolence  of  hofpita- 
Jity.  The  houle  is  old  falhioned  and  ir- 
regular, but  lodgeable  and  commodious. 
To  the  fouth  it  has  the  river  in  from  at 
the  diftance  of  a  hundred  paces;  and  on 
the  north  there  is  a  riiing  ground,  Cover- 
ed with  an  agreeable  plantation ;  the 
greens  and  walks  are  kept  in  the  uiceft 
order,  and  all  is  rural  and  romantick.  I 
have  not  yet  feen  the  young  gentleman, 
who  is  on  a  viiit  to  a  friend  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, from  whole  houle  he  is  not 
expected  till  to-morrow. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  there  is  a  man  go- 
ing to  the  next  market-town  with  letters 
for  the  pod,  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
fend  you  the  hiftory  of  this  day,  which 
has  been  remarkably  full  of  adventures; 
and  you  will  own  I  give  you  them  like  a 
beef-fteak  at  Dolly's,  hot  and  hot,  without 
ceremony  and  parade,  jiut  as  they  come 
from  the  recolieclion  of  yours, 

'J.MELFORD. 

TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

BEAR    DTCK, 

SINCE  the laft  trouble  I  gave  you,  I 
have  met  with  a  variety  of  incidents, 
fome  of  them  of  a  fingular  nature^  whjcfy 


I  referve  as  a  fund  for  converfation ;  but 
there  are  ethers  Ib  intereiling,  that  they 
will  not  keep  in  petto  till  meeting. 

Know  then,  it  was  a  thoufand  pounds 
to  a  fixpence,  that  you  mould  now  be  ex- 
ecuting my  will,  inltead  of  perufing  my 
letter !  Two  days  ago,  our  coach  was 
overturned  in  the  midlt  of  a  rapid  river, 
where  my  life  was  laved  with  the  utmolt 
difficulty,  by  the  courage,  activity,  and 
pretence  of  mind  of  my  fcrvant  Humphry 
Clinker.  But  this  is  not  the  molt  liir- 
prizing  circumirance  of  the  adventure. 
The  laid  Humphry  Clinker  proves  to  be 
Matthew  Loyd,  natural  fon  of  one  Mat- 
thew Loyd  of  Glamorgan,  if  you  know 
any  liich  perfon.  You  fee,  doctor,  that 
notwithstanding  all  your  philofophy,  it  is 
not  without  fome  realbn  that  we  Welfh- 
men  afcribe  fuch  energy  to  the  force  of 
blood .  B  ut  we  mall  dilculs  this  point  on 
fome  future  occalion. 

This  is  not  the  only  difcovery  which  I 
made  in  confequence  of  our  diiafter.  We 
happened  to  be  wrecked  upon  a  friendly 
ihore.  The  lord  or  the  manor  is  no  other 
than  Charles  Denniibn,  our  fellow-rake 
at  Oxford.  We  are  now  happily  houied 
with  that  gentleman,  who  h;;s  really  at- 
tained to  that  pitch  of  rural  felicity,  at 
which  I  have  been  afpiring  theie  twenty 
years  in  vain.  He  is  blefied  with  a  con- 
fort,  whofe  difpoiition  is  fuited  to  his  own 
in  all  reipecls ;  tender,  generous,  and  be- 
nevolent. She,  moreover,  poffeffes  an  un- 
common mare  of  understanding,  forti- 
tude, and  difcretion,  and  is  admirably 
qualified  to  be  his  companion,  confidant, 
councilor,  and  coadjutrix.  Theie  ex- 
cellent peribns  have  an  only  fon,  about 
nineteen  yea/s  of  age,  juil  fuch  a  youth  as 
they  could  have  wimed  that  Heaven  would 
bellow  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  en- 
joyment. In  a  word,  they  know  r,o  other 
allay  to  their  happir.efs,  but  their  appre- 
heniion  and  anxiety  about  the  life  and 
concerns  of  this  beloved  objeft. 

Our  old  friend,  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  a  fecond  brother,  was  bred  to  the 
law,  and  even  called  to  the  bar;  but  he 
did  not  find  himfelf  qualified  to  Ihine  in 
that  province,  and  had  very  little  inclina- 
tion for  his  profeffion.  Hedifobliged  his 
father,  by  marrying  for  love,  without  any 
'consideration  of  fortune;  fd  that  he  had 
little  or  nothing  to  depend  upon  for  ibme 
years  but  his  practice,  which  aiTorded  him 
a  bare  fubiiitence;  and  the  proipecl  of  an 
increasing  family  began  to  give  him  <ii(- 
turbance  and  difquiet.  In  the  mean  time, 
his  father  dying,  was  fucceeded  by  hi  a 
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elder  brother,  a  fox-hunter  and  a fot,  who 
neglefted  his  affairs,  Snfulted  and  op- 
preiied  his fervants, and  in  afewyears  had 
well  nigh  ruined  the  eilate,  when  he  was 
happily  carried  oft  by  a  fever,  the  imme- 
diate conlequen  :c  of  a  debauch.  Charles, 
with  the  approbation  of  his  wife,  imme- 
diately determined  to  quit  buiinefs,  and 
retire  into  the  country,  although  this  re- 
solution was  ftrenuoufly  and  zealoully 
oppofcd  by  every  individual  whom  he 
confulted  on  the  fubjeft.  The fe  who  had 
tried  the  experiment,  allured  him  that  he 
could  not  pretend  to  breathe  in  the  countiy 
toi'  lefs  than  the  double  of  what  his  eilate 
produced ;  that,  in  order  to  be  upon  the 
footing  of  a  gentleman,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  keep  horfes,  hounds,  carriages, 
with  a  fuitable  number  of  fervants,  and 
maintain  an  elegant  table  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  his  neighbours ;  that  fanning 
•was  a  mytlery,"  known  only  tothofe  who 
had  been  bred  up  to  it  from  the  cradle,  the 
fuccefs  of  it  depending  not  only  upon 
flail  and  induftry,  but  alfo  upon  fuch  at- 
tention and  oeconomy  as  no  gentleman 
could  be  iuppofed  to  give  or  pra6Hie;  ac- 
cordingly, every  attempt  made  by  gen- 
tlemen mifcarried,  and  not  a  few  had  been 
ruined  by  their  profecution  of  agricul- 
ture. Nay,  they  affirmed,  that  he  would 
find  it  cheaper  to  buy  hay  and  oats  for 
his  cattle,  and  to  go  to  market  for  poul- 
try, eggs,  kitchen  herbs,  and  loots,  and 
every  the  moft  incouiiderable  article  of 
houfe-keeping,  than  to  have  thofe  artu  les 
produced  on  his  own  ground. 

Thefe  obje6libns  did  not  deter  Mr.  Den  - 
niibn,  becaufe  they  were-chiefly  founded 
xmthefuppofition,  that  hi  would  be  oblig- 
ed to  lead  a  life  of  extravagance  and  dif  - 
fipation,  which  he  and  his  contort  equally 
detefted,  cWpifed,  and  determined  to 
avoid.  The  objcfts  he  had  in  view,  were 
health  of  bodv,  pence  of  mind,  and  the 
private  fatisfacTion  of  domeftick  quiet,  u  n- 
aJlayed  by  achinl  wnnt,  and  uninterrupt- 
ed by  the  fears  of  indigence.  He  was  very 
mode-rate  in  hiseftinr.ite  of  the  neceffarics, 
and  even  of  the  comforts  of  life.  He  re- 
quired nothing  but  wholei'ome  air,  pure 
water,  agreeable  exercifc,  phin  diet,  con- 
venient lodging,  and  decent  appr«i\ !.  He 
reflected,  tr...  int  without  edu- 

cation, or' any  trrervt  mare  of  nativ. 
gatity,  could  mtiritain  a  large  family,  and 
tven  become  opulent  tipon  a  farm,  for 
which  he  pnid  an  annual  rent  of  two  or 
three  hundred  pounds  to  t!- 
uirel y  he  himlUf  might  hope  i  o:  Ionic  iuc  - 


cefs  from  his  indufhy,  having  no  rent  t<» 
pay,  but,  on  the  contrary,  three  or  four 
hundred  pounds  a  year  to  receive.  He 
conlidered,  that  the  earth  was  an  indulg- 
ent mother,  that  yielded  her  fruit:; 
her  children  without  diitinclion.  'He  had 
Itudied  the  theory  of  agriculture  wit'i  a 

of  eagernds  and  delight ;  and  Iv. 
couid  not  conceive  there  was  any  myitery 
in  the  practice,  but  what  he  fhauid  be  able 
to  difciofe  by  dint  of  care  and  applica- 
tion. With  refpecl  to  houihold  expence, 
he  entered  into  a  minute  detail  and  in- 
veftigation,  by  which  he  perceived  the  af- 
fertions  of  his  friends  were  altogether  er- 
roneous. He  found  he  mould  lave  fixty 
pounds  a  year  in  the  lingle  article  of 
houi'e-rent,  and  as  much  more  in  pocket- 
money  and  contingencies  $  that  even 
butcher's  meat  was  twenty  per  cent, 
cheaper  in  the  countiy  than  in  London ; 
but  that  poultry,  and  aim  oil  every  oilier 
ciraimllanccof  houib-keeping,  might  lie 
had  for  lefs  than  one  half  of  what  they  coit 
in  town;  belklcs,  a  coniiderable  faving  ou 
the  fide  of  drtf's,  in  being  delivered  from 
the  opprefiive  impoiltion  of  ridiculous 
modes,  invented  by  ignorance,  and  adopt- 
ed by  folly. 

As  to  the  danger  of  vying  with  the  rich 
in  pomp  and  equipage,  it  never  gave  him 
the  leait  diltfirbance.  He  was  now  turned 
of  forty;  and,  having  livtd  ivilf  that  tirqe 
in  the  biily  icenes  of  life,  was  well  Ikil- 
led  itttheicienceof  mankind.  There  can- 
not be  in  nature  a  more  contemptible 
figure  than  that  of  a  man  who,  with  fr/e 
hundred  a  yeaiv  pref.imes  to  rival  in  ex- 
pence a  neighbour  who  poffeffes  five  times 
that  income.  His  oftentation,  far  from 
concealing,  ferves  only  to  dilcover  his  in- 
digence, and  render  his  vanity  the  more 
fhockingj  for  it  attracts  the  eyes  of  cen- 
fure,  and  excites  the  ipint  of  enquiry. 
There  is  not  a  family  in  the  county,  nor;t 
fervant in hisown ho  ie,nor a  farmcc i n  the 
paii.h,  but  w!nt  knows  the  utmoll  far- 
thing that  his  lands  produce,  and  all' 
thefe  behold  'him  with  icorn  or  compaf- 
fion.  I  am  lurprise  1  that  thefe  reflections 
do  not  occur  to  perfoas  in  this  UP.: 
dilemma,  and  product;  a  1'alutary  i 
but  tl-.e  truth  is,  of  all  the  paflions  inci- 
denttoluimp..i  nature,  vanity  isthat  \ 
moft  effectually  perverts  the  faculties  of 
the  underflapcUng ;  nay,  it  ibmetimes  be-  ' 
comes  fo  incredibly  d-  pravi-d,  as  totilpire 
at  infamy,  and  iiud  pleafure  in  bearing 

rias  of  reproach. 

I  a.xve  uow  given  you  a  fketch  of  die 
chara 
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chru-cler  and  fituation  of  Mr.  Dennifon, 
when  he  tame  down  to  take  poffefflon  of 
tliis  elhue  5  but  as  the  meiTenger,  who 
tarries  the  letters  to  the  next  town,  is  juft 
letting  oiF,  I  ik'il  referv.e  what  further  I 
have  "to  fay  on  this  fubjec't  till  the  next 
po!t,  when  you  ihall  certainly  iiear  from 
yours  always, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
OCT.  8. 


TO    DR.    LEWIS. 

ONCE  more,  dear  doftor,  I  refume 
the  pen  for  your  amufement.  It 
was  on  the  morning  after  our  arrival 
that,  walking  out  with  my  friend  Mr. 
Dennifon,  I.coufd  not  help  breaking  foith 
into  t'ne  wanned  exprefiions  of  applaufe 
at  the  beauty  of  the  fcene,  which  is  really 
enchanting ;  and  I  fignified,  in  particular, 
how  much  I  was  pleated  with  the  difpo- 
fuion  of  fome  detached  groves,  that  af- 
forded at  once  father  and  ornament  to  his 
habitation. 

1  When  I  took  poflcflion  of  thefe  lands, 
'  abort  two  ami  twenty  years  ago,"  laid 
he, '  there  was  not  a  tree  (landing  within 
a  mile  of  the  houfe,  except  thole  of  an 
old  negleclcd  orchard,  which  produced 
nothing  but  leaves  and  mofs.  It  was 
in  the  gloomy  month  of  November 
when  I  arrived,  and  fo%.;nd  the  houfe  in 
f.;ch  a  condition,  that  it  might  have 
been  iuftly  ftiled  the  tower  of  defi'a- 
tion.  The  court-yard  was  covered  with 
nettles  and  docks,  and  the  garden  exhi- 
bited fuch  a  rank  plantation  of  weeds 
as  I  had  never  fees  i  before;  the  win - 
dow-fhutters  were  falling  in  pieces;  the 
fafnes  broken;  and  the  owls  and  jack- 
daws had  taken  p~ofleiTion  of  the  chim- 
nies.  The  prof  peel:  within  was  fbilmore 
dreary.  All  was  dark  and  damp,  and 
dirty  beyond  defcription ;  the  rain  pe- 
neuated  in  feveral  parts  of  the  roof; 
in  i'ome  apartments  tlie  very  floors  bad 
given  v/ay ;  the  hangings  were  parted 
from  the  walls,  and  (linking  in  mouldy 
remnants;  the  glaflls  were  dropping 
out  of  their  frames;  the  family -pic- 
tures were  covered  with  duft;  and  r.!l 
the  chairs  and  tables  worm-eaten  an9 
crazy .  There  was  not  a  bed  in  the  houfe 
that  could  be  ufed,  except  one  old- 
faihioncd  machine,  with  a  high  gilt 
teller,  and  fringed  curtains  of  yellow 
mohair,  which  i?sd  been,  for  aught  I 
know, two  centuries  in  the  family.  In 


'  liiort,  there  was  no  furniture  but  the 
'  utenfils  of  the  kitchen;  and  the  cellar 
'  afforded  nothing  but  a  few  empty  butts 
'  and  barrels,  that  fti.nk  fo  abominably, 
1  that  I  would  not  fuffer  any  body  to 
'  enter  it  until  I  had  flamed  a  coniidera— 
'  ble  quantity  of  gunpowder  to  quality 

*  the  foul  air  within. 

'  An  old  cottager  and  his  wife,  who 
'  were  hired  to  lie  in  the  houfe,  had  left 

*  it  with  precipitation,  ailedging,  among 
'  other  cavies  of  retreat,  that  they  could 
'  not  ileep  for  frighful  noifes,  and  that 
'  my  poor  brother  certainly  walked  after 
'  his  death.     In  a  word,  the  hoi  fe  ap- 
'  peared  uninhabitable;  the  barn,  liable, 
'  and  out-hoi:les,  were  in  rxiins  ;  all  the 
'  fences  broken  down,  and  the  fields  ly- 
'   ing  \vaRe. 

'  The  farmer  who  kept  the  key  never 
'  dreamed  I  had  any  intention  to  live  upon, 
'  the  fpot.  He  rented  a  farm  of  fixty 

*  pounds,  and  his  leafe  was  j aft  expiring. 

*  He  had  formed  a  fcheme  of  being  ap- 
'  pointed  bailiff  to  the  eftate,  and  of  con- 
'  verting  the  houfe  and  adjacent  ground* 

*  to  his  own  ufe,     A  hint  of  his  inten- 

*  tion^  I  received  from  the  curate  at  my 

*  firft  arrival ;  I  therefore  did  not  pay 
'  much  regai'dto  what  he  laid  byway  of 
'  difcouragmg  me  from  coming  to  iettle  < 

*  in   the   country;  but  I   was    a  little 
'  ftartled  when  he  gave  me  warning  that 
'  he  Ihould  quit  the  faim  at  the  expira- 
'  tion  of  his  leafe,  unlefs  I  would  abate 
'  confidcrably  in  the  rent. 

'  At  this  period  I  accidentally  became 

*  acquainted  with  a  perfon  whole  friend- 
'  flv'p  laid  the  foundation  of  all  fny  pro- 
'  fperity.     In  the  next  market-town,  I 
'  chanced  to,  dine  at  an  inn  with  a  Mr. 
'  Wilfon,  who  was  lately  come  to  fet- 
'  tie  in  the   neighbourhood.      He  had 
'  been  lieutenant  of  a  man  of  war ;  but 
'  quitted  the  lea  in   feme  difguft,  and 
'  married  the  only  daughter  rfFantitV 
'  Bland,  who  lives  inthisparifh,  and  has 
'  acquirtd  a  good  fortur.e  in  the  \ray  of 
'  huibandry.  Willbn  is  one  of  the  beft- 
'  naturedmen  I  ever  knew;  brave,  frank, 
'  obliging,  and  ingenuous.     He  liked 
'  my  ccnverfation,  I  was  charmed  with 
'  his  liberal  manner;  im  acquaintance 
'  immediately  commenced,  and  this  was 
'  foon  improved  into  a  friendfiup  with- 
'  out  referve.      There    are  characters 

*  which,  like  fimilar  particles  of  matter , 
'  fb'ongly  attraft  each  other.     He  forth- 
f  with  introduced  me  to  his  father-in- 

*  law  Farmer  Eland,  who  was  well  ac- 

4  <ju  aimed 
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4  qunintcd  with  every  acre  of  my  eftate, 

*  of  coni'equence  well  qualified  to  advife 
4  me  on  this  occaiion.     Finding  I  was 

*  inclined  to  embrace   a  country   life, 

*  and  even  to  umufe  my  felt  with  the  oc- 
'  cnpations  or  farming,  he  approved  of 

*  n;v  detign.  He  gave  me  to  undei  itand 
4  that  nil   my  farms  were   under  -let  5 
4  tint  theeftate  was  capable  of  great  im- 
4  provtment ;  that  there  was  plenty  of 
4  chalk  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  that 

*  my  own   ground  produced  excellent 

'e  for  manure.     With  refped  to 

*  the  f?.mi,  which  was  like  to  fall  into 

*  my  hands,  he  laid  r.e  would  willingly 
4  take  it'at  the  preu-nt  rent;  but  at  the 
4  fame  time  owned,  that  if  I  would  ex- 
4  j>end  two  hundred  pounds  in  inc  ;o:';i,-e, 
4  it  wo\iid  be  worth  more  than  double 
4  the  fum. 

4  Thus  encouraged,  I  began  the  exe- 
4  ctition  of  my  1'cheme  without  further 
4  delay,  and  plunged  into  a  fea  of  ex- 

*  peiKe,  though  I  had  no  fund  inrcferve, 
4  and  the  whole  produce  of  the  eiiate 
4  did  not  exceed  three  hundredpounds  a 
4  year.     In  one  week,  my  houfe  was 
4  made  weather- tight,  and  thoroughly 
4  cleanffd  from  top  to  bottom ;  then  it 
4  was  well  ventilated  by  throwing  all 
4  the    doors   and  windows    open,    and 
4  making  blazing  fires  of  wood  in  every 
4  chimnt-y  from  the  kitchen  to  the  gar- 
4  rets.     The  fiooi-s  were  repaired,  the 
4  fames  new  glazed,  and  out  of  the  old 
4  furniture  or  the  whole  houfe,  I  made 
4  fhift  to  fit  up  a  parlour  and  three  chain - 
4  hers  in   a  plain  yet  decent  manner. 
4  The  coxut-yard  was  cleared  of  weeds 
4  and  rubbifh,  and  my  friend  Wilfon 
4  charged  himfelf  with  the  dreffing  of 
4  the  ^u-den  j    bricklayeis  were  fet  at 
4  work  upon  the  barn  and  ftable ;  and 
4  labourers  engaged  toreltore  the  fences, 
4  and  begin  the  work  of  hedging  and 
4  ditching,  under  the  direclionoi  Farmer" 
4  Bland  ;  at   v/hofe  recommendation   I 
4  hired  a  careful  hind  to  lie  in  the  iioufe, 
4  and  keep  conftant  fires  in  the  upart- 
4  ments. 

'  Having  taken  thefe  meafures,  I  re- 
4  turned  to  London,  where  I  forthwith 
4  ibid  off  my  houfliold-furniture,  ;:nd,' 
4  in  three  weeks  from  my  firft  vifit, 
'  .'L,lu  my  wife  hither  to  keep  her 
4  Chrilimns.  Confiopring  the  gloomy 
'  i-n  of  the  year,  the  drearincfs  of 
4  the  place,  and'  the  decayed  al, 
'  our  habitation,  I  was  afraid  that  her 
'  resolution  would  l»iik  under  the  iuddcn 


4  tranfition  from  a  town-life  to  f.ich  a 
4  melancholy  itate  of  rultication  : 
4  was  agreeably  difappointed  ;  fiie  found 
4  the  reality  lets  uncomfortable  than  the 
4  piclure  I  had  drawn.  By  this  time, 
'  indeed.  *'.iint;s  were  mended  in  apper.r- 
'  ance  ;  :  e  out-houfes  had  rifen  out  of 
4  their  ruins;  the  pigeon-houle  v 
4  built  and  replenifhed  by  Wilfon,  who 
4  alfo  put  my  garden  in  decent  order, 
4  and  provided  a  good  ftock  of  poultry, 
:h  made  an  agreeable  figure  in  my 
4  yard;  and  the  houfe,  on  the  whole, 
4  looked  like  the  habitation  of  hxmian 
4  creatures.  Farmer  Bland  fpared  me 
4  a  milch-cow  for  rny  family,  and  an 

*  ordinary  faddle-horfe  for  my  lervant 
4  to  go  to  market  at  the  next  town.     I 

*  hired   a  country-lad  for  a   footman, 
4  the  hind's  daughter  was  my  houie- 
4  maid,  and  my  wife  had  brought  a cook- 
4  maid  from  London. 

4  S\ich  was  my  family  when  I  began 
4  houfe-keeping  in  this  place,  with  three 
4  hundred  pounds  in  my  pocket,  railed 

*  from  the  fale  of  myfuperfluous  ibrni- 
4  rure.     I  knew  we  mould  find  occu- 
4  pation  enough  through  the  day  to  em- 
4  ploy  our  time,  but  1  dreaded  the  long 
4  winter  evenings ;  yet   for  thefc,  too, 
4  we  found  a  remedy.      The   curate, 
4  who  WES  a  fmgle  man,  foon  became  Ib 
4  naturalized  to  the  family,  thathegene- 
4  rally  lay  in  the  houfe;  and  his  com- 
4  pany  was  equally  agreeable  and  ufeful. 
4  He  was  an-.odcft  man,  a  good  fchohr, 
4  and  perfectly  well  qualified  to  inftruft 
4  me  in  Inch  country  matters  as  I  wanted 
4  to  know.     Mr.  Wilibn  brought  his 
4  wife  to  fee  us ;  and  (lie  became  fo  fond 
4  of  Mrs.  Dennifbn,  that  me  faid  (he 
4  was  never  fo  happy  as  when  Hie  en- 
'  joyed  the  benefit  of  her  convtrfation. 
4  She  was  then  a  fine  buxom  country 
4  lafs,  exceedingly  docile,  and  as  good- 
4  naturtd  as  her  hufband  Jack  Wilfon  ; 
4  Ib  that  a  friend/hip  eniucd  among  the 
4   tl.c  \vcnieii,  which  hath  continued  to 
4  this  day. 

4  As  for  Jack,  he  hath  been  my  con- 
4  ftant  companion,  counfellor,  and  com- 
4  miflary;  I  would  not  for  a  hundred 
4  pounds  you  fhould  leave  my  houie  with  - 
4  out  feeing  him.  Jack  is  an  univei  f;U 
4  genius ;  his  talents  are  really  aftonifh- 
4  ing:  he  is  an  excellent  carpenter, 
4  joiner,  and  turner,  and  a  cunning  air- 
4  i(\  in  iron  and  bral's.  He  not  only 
4  fuperintcmled  my  ceconomy,  but  alfo 
4  prdided  overiny  paftimes.  He; 

4  me 
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me  to  brew  beer,  to  make  cyder,  per- 
ry, mead,  ufquebaugh,  and  plague- 
water  ;  to  cook,  i'everal  outlanduh  de- 
licacies, fuch  as  ottas, pepper-pot  Sypil- 
lavjs,  cotys,  cbabobs,  and  Jhijfatas. 
He  underftands  all  manner  of  games, 
from  chefs  down  to  chuck-farthing; 
fmgs  a  good  long,  plays  upon  the  vio- 
lin, and  dances  a  hornpipe  with  fur- 
pricing  agility.  He  and  I  walked, 
and  rode,  and  hunted,  and  fifhed  toge- 
ther, without  minding  the  viciffitudes 
of  the  weather ;  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  in  a  raw,  moift  climate,  like  this 
of  England,  continual  exercife  is  as 
neceffary  as  food  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  individual.  In  the  courfe  of  two 
and  twenty  years,  there  has  not  been 
one  hour's  interruption  or  abatement  in 
the  friendship  fubfifting  between  Wil- 
fon's  family  and  mine ;  and,  what  is  a 
rare  inftance  of  good  fortune,  that 
friend/hip  is  continued  to  our  children. 
His  fon  and  mine  ape  nearly  of  the 
fame  age  and  the  fame  difpolition ;  they 
have  been  bred  up  together  at  the  fame 
fchool  and  college,  and  love  each  other 
with  the  warmeii  affection. 
'  By  Wilfon'srneausI  likewife  form- 
ed an  acquaintance  with  a  fenfible 
phyfician,  who  lives  in  the  next  mar- 
ket town ;  and  his  fifter,  an  agreeable 
old  maiden,  pafled  the  Chriftmas  ho- 
lidays at  our  houfe.  Mean  while  I  be- 
gan my  farming  with  great  eager  - 
nefs,  and  that  very  winter  planted  thefe 
groves  that  pleafe  you  lb  much.  As 
for  the  neighbouring  gentry,  I  had  no 
trouble  from  that  quarter  during  my 
firft  campaign  ;  they  were  all  gone  to 
town  before  I  fettled  in  the  country, 
and  by  the  fummer  I  had  taken  mea- 
fures  to  defend  myfelf  from  their  at- 
tacks. When  a  gay  equipage  came 
to  my  gates,  1  was  never  at  home; 
thofe  who  vilited  me  in  amodeft  way, 
I  received  ;  and  according  to  the  re- 
marks I  made  on  their  characters  and 
converfation,  either  rejected  their  ad- 
vances, or  returned  their  civility.  I 
was  in  general  'defpifed  among  the 
fafhionable  company,  as  a  low  fellow, 
both  in  breeding -and  circumftances ; 
neverthelefs,  I  found  a  few  individuals 
of  moderate  fortune  who  gladly  adopted 
my  ftile  of  living;  and  many  others 
would  have  acceded  to  our  fociety,  had 
they  not  been  prevented  by  the  pride, 
envy,  and  ambition,  of  their  wives  and 
daughters.  Thofe,  in  times  of  lux- 


*  ury  and  diffipation,  are  the  rocks  upon, 
'  which  all  the  iinall  eftates  in  the  coun- 
'  try  are  wrecked.      • 

*  I  referved  in  my  own  hands  fome 

*  acres  of  ground  adjacent  to  the  houfs, 
'  for  makingexperiments  in  agriculture, 

•  *  according  to  the  directions  of  Lyle, 
'  Tull,  Hart,  Duhamel,  and  others  who 
'  have  written  on  this  fubject ;  and  qua- 
'  lifted  their  theory  with  the  practical  ob  - 
'  fervations  of  Farmer  Bland,  who  was 
'  my  great  mailer  in  the- art  of  hufband- 
'  ry.  In  ihort,  I  became  enamoured.of 
'  a  country  life;  and  my  fuccefs  greatly 
'  exceeded  my  expectation.  I  drained 

..*  bogs,  burned  heath,  grubbed  up  furze 
'  and  fern;  I  planted  copfeand  willows 
'  where  nothing  ejfe  would  grow;  I  gra- 
'  dually  iiicloied  all  my  farms,  and  made 
'  fuch  improvements,  that  my  eftate 
'  now  yields  me  clear  twelve  hundred 
'  pounds  a  year.  All  this  time  my  wife 
'  and  I  have  enjoyed  uninterrupted 

*  health,  and  a  regular  flow  of  fpirits1, 

*  except  on  a  very  few  occafions,  when, 
'  our  chearfulnefs  was  invaded  by  fuch 

*  accidents  as  are  inseparable  from  the 
'  condition  of  life.     I  loft  two  children 
'  in  their  infancy,  by  the  i'mall-pox,  fo 
'  that  I  have  one  fon  only,  in  whom  all 
'  our  hopes   are   centered*      He  went 
'  yefterday  to  vifit  a  friend,  with  whom 

*  he  has  flayed  all  night,  but  he  will  be 
'  here  to  dinner.     I  mall  this  day  have 
'  the  pleafure  of  prefenting  him  to  you 

*  and  your  family;  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
'  you  will  find  him  not  altogether  un- 

*  worthy  of  our  affection. 

'  The  ttuth  is,  either  I  am  blinded  by 

*  the  partiality  of"  a  parent,  or  he  is  a  boy 

*  of  a  very  amiable  character  ;  and  yet 

*  his  conduct  has  given  us  unfpeakable 

*  difquiet.      You  mull  know  we   hud 

*  projected  a  match  between  him  and  a 
'  gentleman's  daughter  hi  the  nextcoim- 
'  ty,  who  will  in  all  probability  be  heir- 
'  efs  of  a  confideraSie  fortune  j   but  it 
'  fee.'Tis  he  had  a  peribnal  difguft  to  the 

*  alliance.     He  was  then  at  CamJ>ridgr, 
'  and  tried  to  gain  time  on  various  pre- 
'  tences  ;  but  being  prefled  in  letters  by 
'  his  mother  and  me  to  gire  a  def-initive 

*  anfwer,    he  fairly  gave  his  tutor  the 
'  flip,and  difappeared  abouteight months 
'  ago.     Before  he  took  this  rafh  ftep,  he 

*  wrote  me  a  letter,  explaining  ins  ob- 
'  jections  to  tht  match,  and  declaring, 

*  that  he  would  keep  himfelf  coii          ' 
'  .until    he  fliould  imdeiiland  that  his 
c  parents  would  difpenfe  with  his  rcn- 

A  a  •*  tracting 


184 

*  traft  ing  an  engagement  that  muft  make 
'  him  miterable  for  lite ;  and  he  pre- 
fcribed  the  form  of  advcmiing  in  a  cer- 
tain newfpaper,  by  which  he  might  be 
apprized  of  ourleutimer.ts  onthisfub- 
jett. 

'  You  may  eafily  conceive  how  much 
we  were  alarmed  and  affii£led  by  this 
elopement,  which  he  had  made  with- 
out dropping  the  leaft  hint  to  his  com- 
panion Charles  Wilfcn,  who  belonged 
to  the  lame  college.     We  refolved  td 
puriifli  him  with  the  appearance  ofneg- 
Ie6l,  in  hopes  that  he  would  return  of 
his  own  accord  :  but  he  maintained  his 
purpole  till   the  young  lady  chole  a 
partner  for  herleli ;  then  he  produced 
himfelf,  and  made  his  peace  by  the  me- 
diation of  Wilibn.  Suppofe  we  mould 
unite  our  families  by  joining  him  with 
your  niece,  who  is  one  of  the  molt 
lovely  creatures  I  ever  beheld.    ,My 
wife  is  alrendy  as  fond  of  her  as  if  Ihe 
were  her  own  child,  and  I  have  a  pre- 
fentin-.ent  that  my  fon  will  be  cap- 
tivated by  her  at  firft  fight.' — '  No- 
thing could  be  more  agreeable  to  all 
our  family,'  faid  I,  '  than  luch  an  al- 
liance; but,  my  dear  friend,  candour 
obliges  me  to  tell  you,  that  I  an»:tfraid 
Liddy's   heart   is   not  wholly   diien- 
gagedj  there  is  a  curfed  obftacle— * 
•You  mean  the  young  ftroller  at  Glou- 
cefter,'  faid  he.     '  You  are  fi.rprized 
that  I  mould  know  this  ciivumftance; 
but  you  will  he  more  furprized  when 
I  tell  you  that  Irroller  is  no  other  .than 
my  Ion  George  Dcnnifon :  that  was 
the  character  he  affumed  in  hiseclipfe.' 
•— *  I  am,  indeed,  aftonilhed  and  over- 
joyed,1 cried  I ;'  and  mull   be  happy 
beyond  expreflion  to  fee  your  propo- 
fal  take  effea.' 
He  then'  gave  me  to  underftand,  that 
the  young  gentleman,  nt  his  emerging 
from  concealment,  had  difdofed  hispaf- 
fion  for  Mil's  Melford,  the  niece  of  Mr. 
Bramble  of  Moninouthfhiro.     Though 
Mr.  Dennilbn  little  dreamed  that  this 
was  his  old  friend  Matthew  Lloyd,   he 
neverthelefs  furniihed  his  fon  ^with  pro- 
per  credentials;  ami  he  had  been  at  Bath, 
London,  and  many  other  places,  in  queft 
of  us,  to  make  himfelf  aivl  his  pietrn- 
lions  known.     'J  he  bad  hicctis  oi  his 
« nq'.iiry  had  (uch  :in  ttfeiSt  upon  his  fpi- 
•••i;it  imrm.-dJ;.uly  'at  his  return  be 
?•  ct  v.-jth  n  dangerous  fever,  whi<-h 
..  iiiitJ.  his  pui-tnts  with  ttncr  iind 
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affliftion;  but  he  was  now  happily  reco- 
vered though  ftill  weak  and  dill onfolate. 
My  nephew  joining  us  in  our  walk,  I  in- 
formed him  of  theie  ciixumftances,  with 
which  he  was  wonderfully  pleafed.  He 
declared  he  would  promote  the  match  to 
the  i;tmoft  of  his  power,  and  that  h: 
longed  to  embrace  young  Mr.  Dennifon 
as  his  friend  and  brother.  Mean  while 
the  father  went  to  defire  his  wife  to  com- 
municate this  difcovery  gradually  to 
Liddy,  that  her  delicate  nerves  might  not 
fufFtr  too  fudden  a  mock;  and  I  im- 
parted the  particv.lars  to  my  filler  Tab- 
by, who  exprened  feme  furprize,  not 
altogether  unmixed,  I  believe,  with  an 
emotion  of  envy  ;  for,  though  fhe  could 
have  no  objection  to  an  alliance  at  once 
fo  honourable  and  advantageous,  ihe  he- 
fitated  in  giving  her  conient,  on  pretence 
of  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  the  par- 
ties :  at  length,  however,  fhe  acquielced, 
in  confequence  of  having  consulted  with 
Captain  Liiinahago.. 

Mr.  Dennifon  took  care  to  be  in  the 
way  when  his  fon  arrived  at  the  gate  ; 
and,  without  giving  him  time  or  oppor- 
tunity to  make  any  enquiry  about  the 
ftraxigers,  brought  him  up  flairs  to  be 
prefented  to  Mr.  Lloyd  and  his  family. 
The  fir  ft  perfon  he  faw  when  he  entered 
the  room  was  Liddy;  who,  notwithlland~ 
ing  all  her  preparation,  ftood  trembling 
in  the  utmolt  confiilion.  At  fight  of 
this  object  he  was  fixed  motionlefs  to 
the  floor;  and  gazing  at  her  with  tlie 
utmolt  eagernefs  of  aftonifhment,  ex- 
claimed— '  Sacred  Heaven!  what  K 

*  this? — Ha  !  wherefore— - — '    Here  his 
fpeech  failing,  he  ftood  Itraining  his  eyes, 
in  the  moft  emphatic k  filence.  '  George,' 
laid  his  father,   '  this  is  my  friend  Mr. 

.'  Lloyd/  Roufed  at  this  intimation, 
he  ti-rned  and  rtceived  my  falute,  when 
I  laid—'  Young  gentleman,  if  you  had 
4  trufted  me  with  your  (c'.ret  at  our  laft 

*  meeting,  we  ihould  have  parted  upcii 
'  better  terms.'     Before  he  could  make 
any  anfwer,  J<  rry  came  round,  and  irowd 
before  him.  with  open  aims.     At  firlr, 
he  (hutcd  and  changed  colour ;  but,  after 
a  ftiort  pauii-,  herumtd  into  his  embrace, 
and  they  hugged  one  anotherjjjfnf  they 
h:«d  i-ift-n  intimnte  friends  from  their  in- 
fancv:  .id  his  refpefts  to  Mrs. 

:i;  and  advancing  to  Liddy — '  Is 

1  he,  '  that  my  fenfes 

'  do  not  play  me  falfe;  that  I  fee  M'i's 

:.'.y  father's  roof;  that 

•'«  I  "fa 
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'*  I  am  permitted  to  fpeak  to  her  without 
'  giving  offence ;  and  that  her  relations 
'  have  honoured  me  with  their  counte- 

*  nance  and  protection. "  Liddy  blufhed, 
:vnd  trembled,  and  faltered.     '  To  be 
'  fure,  Sir,'  faid  me,  '  it  is  a  very  fur- 
'  prizing  circumttance ;  a  great — a  pro- 

*  vidential — I  really  know  not  what  I 
'  fay,  but  I  beg  you  will  think  I  have 

*  'faid  what  is  agreeable.' 

Mrs.    Dennifon  interpofing,    faid — 

*  Compofe  yourfelves,  my  dear  child- 

*  ren;  your  mutual  happinefs  mall  be 

*  our  peculiar  care.'     The  fon,  going 
up  to  his  mother,  killed  one  hand ;  my 
niece  bathed  the  other  witli  her  tears ; 
and  the  good  old  lady  prefled  them  both 
in  their  turns  to  her  bread.     The  lovers 
*w/ere  too  much  affected  to  get  rid  of  their 
embarralTment  for  one  day ;  but  the  fcene 
was  much  enlivened  by  the  arrival  of 
Jack  Wilfon,  who  brought,   as  ufual, 
fome   game  of  his  own  killing.      His 
honeft  Countenance  was  a  good  letter  of 
recommendation.     I  received  him  like  a 
dear  friend  after  a  long  feparation ;  and  I 
could  not  help  wondering  to   fee   him 
fliake  Jerry  by  the  hand  as  an  old  ac- 
quaintance.     They  had,  indeed,  been 
acquainted  Ibme  days,  in  confluence  of 
a  diverting  incident,  which  I  fhall  ex- 
plain at  meeting.     That  fame  night,  a 
confultation  was  held  upon  the  concerns 
of  the  lovers,  when  the  match  was  for- 
m-illy agreed  to,  and  all  the  marriage- 
articles  were  fettled  without  the  lead  dif- 
pute.     My  nephew  and  I  proraifed  to 
make    Liddy's    fortune    five:    thoufand 
pounds.      Mr.   Dennifon   declared   he 
would  make  over  one  half  of  his  eftate 
immediately  to  his  fon,   and  that   his 
daughter-in-law  mould  be  fecured  in  a 
jointure  of  four  hundred.     Tabby  pro- 
pofed  that,  considering  their  youth,  they 
mould  undergo  on£  year  at  Jeaft  of  pro- 
bation before  the  indilToluble  knot  fhould 
be  tied;  but  the  young  gentleman  be- 
ing very  impatient  and  importunate,  and 
the  fcheme  implying  that  the  young  cou- 
ple (hould  live  in  the  houfe,  under  the 
wings  of  his  parents,  we  refolved  to  make 
them  happy  without  further  delay. 

As  the  law  requires  that  the  parties 
fiiould  be  fome  weeks  refident  in  the  pa- 
rim,  we  mall  Itay  here  till  the  ceremony- 
i>;  performed.  Mr.  Lifmahago  requefts 
•that  he  may  take  the  benefit  of  the  fame 
•occafion  ;  fo  that  next  Sunday  the  banns 
•yvili  be  publiibxcl  for  all  four  together. 


I  doubt  I  (hall  not  he  able  to  pafs  my 
Chriftmas  with  you  at  BrambletonHall: 
indeed,  I  am  fo  agreeably  fituated  in  this 
place,  that  I  have  no  defire  to  fhift  my 
quarters;  and  I  forefee,  that  when  the 
day  of  reparation  comes,  there  will  be 
abundance  of"  ibrrow  on  all  fides.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  muft  make  die  molt 
of  -thole  bleffings  which  Heaven  beftows. 
Confidertng  how  you  are  tethered  by 
your  profeffion,  I  cannot  hope  to  fee  you 
fo  far  from  homec;  yet  the  diftance  does 
notexceeda  fummer-day's  journey;  and 
Charles  Dennifon,  vvho  defires  to  be  re- 
membered to  you,  would  be  rejoiced  to 
fee  his  old  compotator  ;  but,  as, I  am  now 
ftationary,  I  expect  regular  anfwers  to 
the  epiftles  of  yeurs  invariably, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
OCT.  n. 


TO    SIR    WATKIN    PHILLJPS,    BART. 
AT  OXON. 

PEAR  WAT, 

EVERY  day  is  now  big  with  inci- 
dent and  difcovery.  Young  Mr. 
Dennifon  proves  to  be  no  other  than  that 
identical  perfon  whom  I  have  execrated 
fo  long  under  the  name  of  Wilfon.  He 
had  eloped  from  college  at  Cambridge, 
to  avoid  a  match  that  he  detefted,  and 
a&ed  in  different  parts  of  the  country  as 
a  ftroller,  until  the  lady  in  queftion  made 
choice  of  ahuftxmd  for  herfelf ;  then  he 
returned  to  his  father,  and  difclofed  his 
paiTion  for  Lidd-y, which  jnet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  his  parents,  though  the  fa- 
ther little  imagined  that  Mr.  Bramble 
was  his  old  companion  Matthew  Loyd. 
Theyoung  gentleman,  being  empowered 
to  make  honourable  propofals  to  my  un- 
cle and  me,  had  been  in  fearch  of  us  all 
over  England  without  effecl: ;  and  he  it 
was  whom  I  had  feen  pafs  on  horfeback 
by  the  window  of  the  inn,  where  I  ftood 
with  my  lifter;  but  he  little  dreamed  that 
we  were  in  tlie  houfe.  As  for  the  real 
Mr.  Wilfon,  whom  I  called  forth  to 
combat  by  miftake,  he  is  the  neighbour 
and  intimate  friend  of  old  Mr.  Denni- 
fon, and  this  connection  had  fnggelte4 
to  the  fon  the  idea  of  taking  that  name 
while  he  remained  in  obfcurity. 

You  may  eahly  conceive  what  plea- 

fure  I  muft  have  felt  on  difooVtriog  that 

the  honour  of  our  family  was  in  no  dan- 

A  a  2  ger 
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rer  from  the  conduct  of  a  fifter  whom  I 
love  with  uncommon  affection  ;  that,  in- 
ftead  ofdebafingher  fentiments  and  views 
to  a  wretched  ifroller,  (he  had  really  cap- 
tivated the  heart  of  a  gentleman,  her 
equal  in  rank,  and  f-perior  in  fortune; 
and  tha^,  as  his  parents  approved  of  his 
attachment,  I  was  on  the  eve  of  acquiring 
a  brother-in-law  Ib  worthy  ofmy  friend- 
fhip  ?.nd  elteem.  George  Dennifbn  is, 
without  all  queftion,  one  cf  the  moftac- 
complifhed  young  fellows  in  England. 
His  peribn  is  at  once  elegant  and  manly, 
and  his  imderltanding  highly  cultivated. 
Though  his  fpirit  is  lofty,  his  heart  is 
kind ;  and  his  manner  Ib  engaging,  as 
to  command  veneration  and  love,  even 
from  malice  and  indifference.  When  I 
weigh  my  own  character  witli  his,  I  am 
afhamed  to  find  myi'elf  fo  light  in  the  ba- 
lance :  but  the  companion  excites  no 
envy  ;  I  propofe  him  as  a  model  for  imi- 
tation. I  have  endeavoured  to  recom- 
mend myfelf  to  his  friendlhip,  and 
hope  I  have  already  found  a  place  in  his 
affection.  I  am,  however,  mortified  to 
reflect  what  flagrant  injuftice  we  every 
day  commit,  and  what  abfurd  judgment 
we  form,  in  viewing  objects  through  the 
falfifying  medium  of  prejudice  and  paf- 
ii'on.  H:;d  you  alked  me,  a  few  days  ago, 
the  picture  of  Wilfonthe  player,  I  fhould 
'irawn  a  portrait  very  unlike  the 
real  perfo'n  and  character  of  George  Den- 
rilbu.  Without  all  doubt,  the  greateft 
advantage  acquired  in  travelling  and 
peiiifmg  mankind  in  the  original,  is  that 
rtf  difpe'ling  thole  ihameful  clouds  that 
darken  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  pre- 
venting it  from  judging  with  candour 
and  precilion. 

The  ival  Wilfon  is  a  great  original, 
and  the  bt  ft -tempered  companionable 
man  I  @ver  knew,  I  queftion  if  ever  he 
was  angry  or  low-fpirited  in  his  life.  He 
makes  no  pretenfions  to  letters  j  but-he 
is  an  adept  iii  every  thing  elfe  that  can 
be  either  ufeful  or  entertaining.  Among 
other  qualifications,  he  is  a  compleat 
fportfman,  and  counted  the  beft  fhot  rn 
me  county.  He  and  Dennifon,  nnd  Lif- 
mahago  and  I,  atteqded  by  Clinker, 
went  a  fhooing  yefterday,  and  made 
great  havoc k  among  the  partridges.  To- 
morrow we  mall  take  the  field  againft  the 
v. cod -cocks  and  fnipes.  In  the  evening 
v.v  dance  ?nd  fing,  or  play  at  commerce, 
Jor,?.nc!  •.^liadrilie. 

Mr.  Dennifon  is  an  elegant  poet,  and 


has  written  fome  detached  pieces  on  the 
fubject  of  his  pallicn  for  Liddy,  which 
mult  be  very  fiatterrr.cr  to  the  vanity  of 
a  young  woman.  Perhaps  he  is  one  of 
the  greateft  theatrical  geniuies  that  ever 
appeared.  He  fometrmcs  entertains  us 
with  reciting  favourite  fpceches  from  our 
beft  plays.  We  are  relblved  to  convrrt 
the  great  hall  into  a  theatre,  and  get  up 
the  Beaux  Stratagem  without  deby .  I 
think  I  mall  make  no  contemptible  fig'ife 
in  the  character  of  Scrub  ;  and  Liima- 
hago  will  be  very  great  in  Captain  Gib- 
bet. Wilfon  undertakes  to  entertain  the 
country  people  with  Harlequin  Skeleton^ 
for  which  he  has  got  a  jacket  ready  paint- 
ed with  his  own  hand. 

Our  fociety  is  really  enchanting.  Even 
the  .feverity  of  Lifmahago  relaxes,  and 
the;  vinegar  of  Mrs.  Tabby  is  remarkably 
dulcified,  ever  fince  it  was  agreed  that 
fiie  mould  take  precedency  of  her  niece 
in  being  firftnoofed  :  for,  you  mull  know, 
the  day  is  fixed  for  Liddy's  marriage  j 
and  the  banns  for  both  couples  have  been 
already  once  publifhed  in  the  paiifh- 
church.  The  captain  earneftly  begged 
that  one  trouble  might  ferve  for  all,  and 
Tabitha  aifented  with  a  vile  affectation 
of  reluctance.  Her  inamorato,  who  eame 
hither  very  llendcrly  equipped,  has-  lent 
for  his  baggage  to  London;  which,  in  all 
probability,  will  not  arrive  in  time  for  the 
wedding;  but  it  is  of  no  great  conic - 
quence,  as  every  thing  is  to  be  traniacted 
with  the  utmoit  privacy.  Meanwhile, 
directions  are  given  for  making  out  the 
contracts  of  marriage,  which  are  very  fa- 
vourable for  both  females :  Liddy  will 
be  fecured  in  a  good  jointure ;  and  her 
aunt  will  remain  miftrefs  of  her  own  for- 
tjine,  except  one  half  of  theinterelt,whi<'h 
her  hulband  fnaii  have  a  right  to  enjoy 
for  his  naUH  nl  life.  I  think  this  is  as  lit- 
tle in  confcience  as  can  be  done  for  a 
man  who  yokes  with  fuch  a  partner  for 
life. 

Thefe  expectants  feem  to  be  fo  happr, 
that  if  Mr.  Dennifon  had  an  agreeable 
daughter,  I  believe  I  ihould  be  for  mak- 
ing the  third  couple  in  this  country- 
dance.  The  humour  feems  to  be  infec- 
tions; for  Clinker,  alias  Lloyd,  has  a 
month's  mind  -to  play  the  fool,  in  the 
lame  falhion,  with  Mrs.  Winifred  Jen- 
kins. He  has  even  founded  me  on  the 
lubject;  but  I  have  given  him  no  en- 
couragement to  profecute  this  fchcme. 
I  told  him  I  thought  he  might  do  better, 
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there  was  no  engagement  nor  promife 
ihfvfting ;  that  I  did  not  know  what  de- 
figns  my  uncle  might  have  formed  for 
"  iis  advantage ;  but  1  was  of  .opinion, 
hat  he  fliould  not,  at  prefent,  run  the 
ifque  of  difobliging  him  by  any  prem:j.r 
ture  application  of  this  nature.  Honeii 
Humphry  protected  he  would  fufFer  death 
fooner  than  do  or  fay  any  thing  that 
Ihould  give  offence  to  the  fqnire :  but  he 
owned  he  had  a  kindnefs  for  the  young 
woman,  and  had  reafon  to  think  me 
looked  upon  him  with  a  favourable  eye; 
that  he  conlidered  this  mutual  manifefta- 
tion  of  good-will  as  an  engagement  un- 
derilood,  which  ought  to  be  binding  to 
the  confcience  of  an  hon^-ft  man  ;  and 
he  hoped  the  fquire  and  I  would  be  of 
the  tame  opinion,  when  we  ihould  be  at 
leifure  to  beftow  any  thought  about  the 
matter.  I  believe  he  is  in  the  right;  and 
we  mall  find  time  to  take  his  cafe  into 
confiderition.  You  fee  we  are  fixed  for 
ibme  weeks  at  leaft ;  and  as  you  have  had 
a  long  reipite,  I  hope  you  will  begin  im- 
mediately to  difcharge  the  arrears  due  to 
your  afte6lioiiiite 

J.  MELFORD. 
OCT.  1. 


TOMISS  LJETITIA  WILLIS,  AT  GLOU- 
CESTER. 


MY  DEAR,   DEAR    I.  E  T  T  T 


NEVER  did  I  fit  down  to  write  in 
fuch  agitation  as  I  now  feel !  In 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  we  have  met 
with  a  number  of  incidents  Co  wonderful 
and  interefting,  that  all  my  ideas  are 
thrown  into  confufion  and  perplexity. 
You  mull  not  expecl;  either  method  or 
coherence  in  what  I  am  going  to  relate, 
my  deareft  Willis.  Since  my  lair,  the 
afpe6r,  of  affairs  is  totally  changed '. — and 
&>  changed  ! — But  I  would  fain  give  you 
a  regular  detail.  In  pafling  a  river,  about 
eight  days  ago,  our  coach  was  over- 
turned, and  feme  of  us  narrowly  efcap^d 
with  life.  My  uncle  had  well  nigh  pe- 
rHhed.  O  Heaven !  I  cannot  reflecl  upon 
that  circumitance  without  horror!  I 
mould  have  loft  my  beft  friend,  my  fa- 
ther and  prete&or,  but  for  the  refolution 
and  activity  of  his  fervant,  Humphry 
Clinker,  whom  Providence  really  feems 
to  have  placed  near  him  for  the  necemty 
of  this  occalion.  I  would  not  be  thought 
fuperilitious  5  but  fureiy  he  aCled  from  a 


ftronger  impulfe  than  common  fidelity! 
Was  it  not  the  voice  of  Nature  that 
loudly  called  upon  him  to  fave  the  life  of 
his  own  father?  For,  O  Lttty!  it  was 
difcovered  that  Humphry  Clinker  wa$ 
my  uncle's  natural  fon ! 

Almoft  at  the  fame  'inftant,  a  g-enfle- 
mnn,  wliocame  to  offer  us  liisaflittar.ee, 
and  invite  us  to  his  houfe,  turned  out  to 
be  a  very  old  friend  of  Mr.  Bramble* 
his  name  is  Mr.  Dennifon,  one  of  die 
worthieft  men  living ;  and  his  lady  is  a 
perfect  faint  upon  earth.  They  have  :<a 
only  fon.  Who  do  you  think  is  this  only 
fon  ?  O  Letty ! — O  gracious  Heaven  !— 
how  my  heart  palpitates,  when  I  teil  you 
that  this  only  fon  of  Mr.  Deniiifbn  is  that 
very  identical  youth  who,  under  the  name 
of  Wilfon,  has  made  fuch  ravage  in  rr.y 
heart !  Yes,  my  dear  friend !  Wilfon  and 
I  are  now  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe,  and 
con verfe  together  freely.  His  father  ap- 
proves of  his  fcntiments  in  my  favour  ; 
his  mother  loves  me  with  all  the  tender- 
nefs  of  u  parent ;  my  uncle, my  aunt,  and 
my  brother,  no  longer  oppofe  my  incli- 
nations :  on  the  contrary,  they  have  a- 
greed  to  make  us  happy  without  delay  j 
and  in  three  weeks  or  a  month,  if  no  un- 
forefeen  accident  intervenes,  your  friend 
Lydia  Melford  will  have  changed  her 
name  and  condition.  I  fay,  if  no  accident 
intervenes,  becaufe  fuch  a  torrent  of  fuc- 
cefs  makes  me  tremble !  I  wiih  there 
may  not  be  fomething  treacherous  in  this 
fudden  reconciliation  of  fortune.  I  have 
no  merit,  I  have  no  title,  to  fuch  felicity  \ 
Far  from  enjoying  the  profpeft  that  lies 
before  me,  my  mind  is  harraiTcd  with  a 
continued  tumult,  made  xip  of  hopes  and 
wiihes,  doubts  and  apprehenfions.  I  can 
neither  eat  nor  ueep,  and  my  fpirits  are 
in  perpetual  flutter.  I  more  than  ever 
feel  that  vacancy  iu  my  heart  which  your 
preience  alone  can  fill.  The  mind,  in 
every  difquiet,  feeks  to  repofe  itfelf  on 
the  boibin  of  n  friend  ;  and  this  is  fuch  a 
trial  as  I  really  know  not  how  to  iupport 
without  your  company  and  counfel.  I 
muft  therefore,  dear  Letty,  put  your 
friendfliip  to  the  teft :  I  muft  beg  yon 
will  come  and  do  the  laft  offices  of 
maidenhood  to  your  companion  Lydia 
Melford. 

This  letter  goes  inclofed  in.  one  to  our 
worthy  governed,  from  Mrs.  Dennifon, 
entreating  her  to.mterpofe  with  your 
mamma,  that  you  may  be  allowed  to  fa- 
vour us  with  your  company  on  this  oc- 
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cafion  5  and  I  flatter  tnyfelf  that  no  ma- 
terial obie<5lion  can  be  made  to  our  re- 
queft.  The  diilance  from  hence  to 
Glouccfter  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
miles,  and  the  roads  are  good.  Mr. 
Clinker,  alias  Lloyd,  Ihall  be  fent  over 
to  attend  your  motions.  If  you  ftep  into 
the  poll-chaife,  with  your  maid  Betty 
Barker,  at  feven  in  the  .morning,  you 
will  arrive  by  four  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
h  iif-way-houfe,  where  there  is  good  ac- 
commodation. There  you  Ihall  be  met 
by  my  brother  and  myfelf,  who  will  next 
d:ty  conduct  you  to  this  place ;  where,  I 
am  Cure,  you  will  find  yourfelf  perfectly 
at  your  eaie  in  the  midll  of  an  agreeable 
ibciety.  Dear  Letty,  I  will  take  no  re- 
fufal :  if  you  have  any  friend/hip— any 
humanity — you  will  come.  I  defire  thm 
immediate  application  may  be  made  to 
your  mamma ;  and  that,  the  moment  her 
permiiTion  is  obtained,  you  will  apprize 
your  ever- faithful 

LYDIA  MELFORD. 
OCT.  14. 


TO    MRS.   JERMYN,    AT    HER   HOUSE 
IN  GLOUCESTER. 

PEAR   MADAM, 

THOUGH  I  was  not  fo  fortunate 
as  to  be  favoured  with  an  anfwcr 
to  the  letter  with  which  I  troubled  you 
in  the  fpring,  I  ftill  flatter  myfelf  that 
you  retain  fome  regard  for  me  and  my 
concerns.  I  am  furethe  care  andtender- 
nefs  with  which  I  was  treated  under  your 
roof  and  tuition,  demand  the  warmeft 
returns  of  gratitude  and  affeclion  on  my 
part ;  andthefe  fentiments,  I  hope,  I  fliaii 
cherifh  to  my  dying-  day.  At  prefent, 
I  think  itmy  duty  to  make  you  acquaint- 
ed with  the  happy  ilTue  of  that  inJikre- 
tion  by  which  I  incurred  your  difpleafure. 
Ah,  Madam1,  the  flighted  Wilibn  is 
metamorphofed  into  George  Dennifon, 
only 'fon  and  heir  of  a  gentleman,  whole 
character  is  fecond  to  none  in  England, 
as  you  may  underftand  upon  enquiry. 
jVly  guardians,  my  brother,  and  I,  are 
.now  in  his  houfe;  and  an  immediate 
union  of  the  two  families  is  to  take  place 
in  the  perlbns  of  the  young  gentleman 
and  your  poorLydiaMclford.  You  will 
eafily  conceive  how  eriibarrafling  this 
fituation  muil  be  to  a  young  unexperienced 
creature  like  me,  of  weak  nerves  and 
ftrong  apgrehenfions  j  and  how  much  the 


prefence  of  a  friend  and  confidante  woi:ld 
encourage  and  fupportnu-  on  this  occa- 
fion.  ,  You  know  that,  of  all  the  young 
ladies,  Mifs  Willis  was  (he  that  pofleiTcd 
the  greateft  fhare  of  my  confidence  and 
aftcftion  ;  and,  therefore,  I  ferventlywifh 
to  have  the  happinefs  of  her  company  at 
this  intercfting  criiis. 

Mrs.  Dennifon,  who  is  the  object  of 
xmiverfal  love  andefteem,  has,  at  my  re- 
queft,  written  to  you  on  thisfubjeft;  and 
I  now  beg  leave  to  reinforce  her  iblicita- 
tion.  My  dear  Mrs.  Jermyn ! — my  ever- 
honoured  goveniefs  ! — let  me  conjure  you 
by  thatfondneis  which  once  diltir.rviifhed 
your  favourite  Liddy — by  that  benevo- 
lence of  heart  which  difpoies  you  to  pro- 
mote the  happinefs  of  your  fellow-crea- 
tures in  general — lend  a  favourable  ear 
to  my  petition,  and  ufe  your  influence 
with  Letty's  mamma,  that  my  mofU-a:-- 
neft  defire  may  be  gratified.  Should  I 
be  indulged  in  this  particular,  I  will  en- 
gage to  return  her  fafe,  and  even  to  ac- 
company her  to  Gloucefter ;  where,  if 
you  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  prefent  to 
you,  under  another  name,  dear  Madain, 
your  moll  affectionate  humble  fervant, 
and  penitent, 

LYDIA  MELFOR.D. 
OCT.  14.  » 


TO  MRS. MARY  JOKES,  AT  ERAMELE- 
TON   HALL. 

O  MARY  JONES  !   MARY  JOK'Es! 

I  Have  met  with  fo  many  axident*, 
fuprilals,  and  terrifi cations,  that  I  am 
in  a  parfeck  fantigo,  and  believe  I  fhail 
uever  be  my  own  lelf  again !  Latt  week 
I  was  dragged  out  of  a  river  like  a  drown- . 
ed  rat,  ami  loll  a  bran  -  new  night-cap, 
with  a  i'ulfur  Hay-hook,  that  coft  me  a 
good  half-a-crown,  and  an  odd  moe  of 
green  gallow  -  monkey  ;  beiides  wetting 
my  cloaths  and  taring  my  fmuck,  and  an 
ugly  gam  made  in  the  back-part  of  my 
thy,  by  the  Hump  of  a  tree.  To  be  lure, 
Mr.  Clinker  tuck  me  out  of  the  cox;  but 
he  left  me  on  my  back  in  the  w;iter,  to 
go  to  the  fqirire  ;  and  I  mought  have  hud 
a  watry  grave,  if  amillar  had  not  brought 
me  to  the  dry  land.  But,  O  !  whatchop- 
pings  and  changes,  girl !  The  playtr- 
man  that  came  after  Mifs  Liddy,  rind 
ntd  me  with  a  beard  at  Briltol- 
Well,  is  now  matthewrmuphVd  into  a 
fine  yonng  gentleman,  Ion  and  hare  o( 
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S-qmre  Dollifon.  We  are  all  together 
in  the  lame  houfe,  and  all  parties  have 
agreed  to  the  match,  and  in  a  fortnite  the 
funymony  will  be  preformed.  _ 

But  this  is  not  the  only  wedding  we  are 
to  have.    Miltriis  is  reiolved  to  have  the 
lame  frolick,  in  the  naam  of  God !  Lail 
Sunday  in  the  parilh-crutch,  if  my  own 
ars  may  be  trulted,  the  clerk  called  the 
banes  of  marridge betwixt  Opaniah  Lafh- 
meheygo,  and  Tapitha  Brample,  fpinfter : 
he  mought  as  well  have  called  her  inkle- 
weaver,  for  me  never  fpun  and  hank  of 
yarn  in  her  life.    Young  Squire  Dollifon 
and  Mifs  Liddy  make  the  fecond  kipple ; 
and  there  might  have  been  a  turd,  but 
times  are  changed  with  Mr.  Clinker.  O 
Molly!  what  do'll  think?  Mr.  Clinker 
is  found  to  be  a  pye  -  blow  of  our  own 
fquire,  and  his  rite  naam  is  Mr.  Mattew 
Loyd,  (thof  God  he  nole  how  that  can 
be!)  and  he  is  now  out  of  livery,  and 
wares  ruffles :  butl  new  him  when  he  v/as 
out  at  elbows,  and  had  not  a  rag  to  kiver 
his  piftereroes ;  I'o  he  need  not  hold  his 
head  fo  high.  He  is  for  fartain  very  um- 
ble  and  complefant,  and  purtufts  as  how 
he  has  the  fame  regard  as  before ;  but 
that  he  is  no  longer  his  own  mafter,  and 
cannot  portend  to  many   without  the 
Iquire's  content.    He  fays  we  mull  wait 
with  patience,  and  trull  to  Providence, 
and  fuch  nonfenfe.    But  if  fo  be  as  how 
his  regard  be  the  fame,  why  ftand  milly- 
ftially  ?  Why  not  itrike  while  the  iron  is 
hot,  and  fpeak  to  die  fquire  without  lofs. 
of  time  ?  What  fubje&ion  can  the  fquire 
make  to  our  coming  together  ?  Thof  my 
father  v/an't  a  gentleman,  my  mother  was 
an  honeil  woman.    I  did'n't  come  on  the 
wrong  fide  of  the  blanket,  girl :  my  pa- 
rents were  marred  according  to  the  rights 
of  holy  mother -crutch,  in  the  /ace  of 
men   and  angles.      Mark  that,  Mary 
Jones ! 

Mr.  Clinker  (Loyd  I  would  lay)  had 
belt  look  to  his  tackle :  there  be  other 
chaps  in  the  market,  as  the  faying  is. 
What  would  he  fay  if  I  fhould  except  the 
foot  and  farvice  of  the  young  fquire's 
valley  ?  Mr.  Machappy  is  a  gentleman 
born,  and  has  been  abroad  in  the  wars. 
He  has  a  world  of  buck  laming,  and 
fpeaks  French,  and  Ditch,  and  Scotch, 
and  all  manner  of  outlandifli  lingos :  to 
be  fure  he's  a  little  the  worie  for  the  ware, 
and  is  much  given  to  drink;  but  then 
he's  good-tempered  in  his  liquor,  and  a 
prudent  woman  mought  wind  him  about 


her  finger.  But  I  have  no  thoughts  of 
him,  Fll  affure  you.  I  fcorn  for  to  do^ 
or  to  fay,  or  to  think,  any  thing  that 
mought  give  unbreech  to  Mr.  Loyd, 
without  furder  occafion.  But  then  I  have 
fuch  vapours,  Molly !  I  (it  and  cry  by 
myfelf,  and  take  afs  of  etida,  and  fmiil 
to  burnt  fathers,  and  kindal-fnuffs;  and 
I  pray  conftantly  for  gveaie,  that  I  may 
have  a  glympfe  of  the  new  light,  to  mew 
me  the  way  through  this  wretched  veil 
of  tares :  and  yet  I  want  for  nothing  in 
this  family  of  love,  where  eveiy  foul  i* 
fo  kind  and  fo  courteo  js,  that  wan  would 
think  they  are  fo  many  faints  in  haven. 
Dear  Molly,  I  recommended  myitlt  to 
your  prayers,  being,  with  my  farvice  to 
Saul,  your  ever -loving  and  di&ounfelled 
friend, 

WIN.  JENKINS, 

OCT.  14. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 


DEAR    DICK, 

YO  U  cannot  imagine  what  pleafure 
I  have  in  feeing  your  hand -writ- 
ing after  i'uch  a  long  cerTation,  on  your 
lide,  of  our  correfpondence :  yet,  Heaven 
knows,  I  have  often  feen  your  hand- 
writing with  difguft  ;  I  mean,  when  it 
appeared  in  abbreviations  of  apothecary's 
Latin.  I  like  your,  .hint  of  making  jn- 
terell  for  the  reverfion  of  the  collector's 
place  for  Mr.  Lifmahago,  who  is  much 
pleafed  with  the  fcheme,  and  prefents 
you  with  his  compliments  and  beft  thanks 
for  thinking  fo  kind  of  his  concerns. 
The  man  fecrris  to  mend,  upon  farther 
acquaintance.  That  harm  reierve  which 
formed  a  difagreeable  mifk  about  hii 
character,  begins  to  peel  off  in  the  coiirfe 
of  our  communication.  I  have  great 
hopes  that  he  and  Tabby  will  be  as  hap- 
pily paired  as  any  two  draught  anfmals 
-in  the  kingdom  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  that  he  will  prove  a  valuable  acqui- 
fifion  to  our  little  fociety,  in  the  article  of 
converfation,  by  the  fire-fide  in  winter. 

Your  objection  to  my  parfing  this  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
home,  would  have  more  weight  if  I  did 
not  find  myfelf  perfectly  at  my  eafe,  where 
I  am  ;  and  my  health  ib  much  improved, 
that  I  am  difpofed  to  bid  defiance  to  gout 
and  rheumatifm.  I  begin  to  think  I  have 
put  myfelf  on  the  fuperannuated  lift  too 
ibon,  and  abfurdly  fought  for  health  in 
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the  retreats  of  lazinefs.  I  am  perfuaded 
that  all  valetudinarians  are  too  iedentary, 
too  regular,  and  too  cautious :  we  mould 
fometimes  increafe  the  motion  of  the  ma- 
chine, to  unclog  the  wheels  of  life  \  and 
now  and  then  take  a  plunge  amidft  the 
waves  of  excels,  in  order  to  cafe-hardei\ 
the  conftiuition.  I  have  even  found  a 
change  of  company  as  neceflary  as  a 
change  of  air,  to  promote  a  vigorous  cir- 
culation of  the  fpirits,  which  is  the  very 
cffence  and  criterion  of  good  health. 

Since  my  laft,  I  have  been  performing 
the  duties  of  friendfhip,  that  required  a 
great  deal  of  exercife,  from  which  I  hope 
to  derive  fome  benefit.  Underftauding, 
by  the  greateft  accident  in  the  world,  that 
Mr.  Baynard's  wife  was  dangeroufly  ill 
of  a  pleuritick  fever,  I  borrowed  Denni- 
fon's  poft-chaile,  and  went  acrofs  the 
country  to  his  habitation,  attended  only 
by-Lloyd  (quondam  Clinker)  on  horfe- 
back.  As  the  diftance  is  not  above  thirty 
miles,  I  arrived  about  four  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  meeting  the  phyiiciau  at  the 
door,  was  informed  that  his  patient  had 
jult  expired.  I  was  inftantly  feized  with 
a  violent  emotion ;  but  it  was  not  grief. 
The  family  being  in  confufion,  I  ran  up 
ftairs  into  the  chamber;  where,  indeed, 
they  were  all  affembled.  The  aunt  ftood 
wringing  her  hands  in  a  kind  of  ftupe- 
fa£lion  of  forrow ;  but  my  friend  acled 
all  the  extravagancies  of  affliction:  he 
heid  the  body  in  his  arms,  and  poured 
forth  fuch  a  lamentation,  that  one  would 
have  thought  he  had  loft  the  moft  ami- 
able confort  and  valuable  companion  up- 
on earth. 

Affeftion  may  certainly  exift  indepen- 
dent of  efteem  ;  nay,  the  fame  objeft  may 
be  lovely  in  one  rei'pccT:,  and  deferable 
in  another.  The  mind  has  a  furprizing 
faculty  of  accommodating,  and  even  at- 
taching itfelf,  in  Inch  a  manner,  by  dint 
of  ufe,  to  things  that  are  in  their  own 
nature  difagreeable,  and  even  pernicious, 
tint  it  cannot  bear  to  be  delivered  fr.>m 
them  without  rcluftance  and  regret. 
Baynard  was  fo  abforbed  in  his  delirium, 
that  he  did  not  perceive  me  when  I  en- 
tei'ed,  and  defired  one  of  the  women  to 
conduft  the  aunt  into  her  own, chamber. 
At  the  fame  time,  I  begged  the  tutor  to 
withdraw  the  boy,  who  flood  gaping  in 
a  corner,  very  little  affefted  with  the  dif- 
treft  of  the  fcene.  Thefe  fteps  being 
taken,  I  waited  till  the  firft  violence  of 
my  friend's  tranfport  was  abated  j  then 


difengaged  him  gently  from  the  rnem?-* 
choly  obje6l,  and  led  him  by  the  hand 
into    another    apartment;     though    he 
ftruggled  Ib  hard,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
have  recourie  to  the  a/Tiftance  of  his  va- 
let de  chafnbre.  In  a  few  minutes,  how- 
ever, he  recollected  himlelf,  and,  folding 
me  in  his  anus — '  This,'  cried  he,  '  is 
a  friendly  office  indeed !   I  know  not 
how  you  came  hither;  but,  I  think, 
Heaven  lent  you  to  prevent  my  going 
diftraftcd!   O Matthew!  Ihavelothny 
dear  Harriet ! — my  poor  gentle,  tender 
creature,    that   loved   me  with    i'uch 
warmth  and  purity  of  affection — my 
conltant  companion  of  twenty  years  1 
She's  gone! — (he's  gone  for  ever!— 
Heaven  and  earth  !   where  is  me  ?— 
Death  mail  not  part  us !' 
So  faying,  he  (tarted  up,  and  could 
hardly  be   witheld   from  returning    to 
the  fcene  we  had  quitted.    You  will  per- 
ceive it  would  have  been  veiy  abfurd  for 
roe  to  argue  with  a  man  that  talked  fo 
madly.    On  all  fuch  occafions,  the  firft 
torrent  of  pafllon  muft  be  allowed  to 
fubiide  gradually.    I  endeavoured  to  be- 
guile his  attention  by  ftarting  little  hints, 
and  infmuating  other  objecls  cf  difcourfe 
imperceptibly;    and  being  exceedingly 
plealed  in  my  own  mind  at  this  event,  I 
exerted  myfelf  with  fuch  an  extraordinary 
flow  of  fpirits  as  was  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  In  a  few  hours,  he  was  calm  enough 
to  hear  reafon,   and  even  to  own  that 
Heaven  could  not  have  interpofed  more 
eifeftually  to  refcue  him  from  diigrace 
and  ruin.    That  he  might  not,  however, 
reluple  into  weaknefles  for  want  of  com- 
pany, I  pafled  the  night  in  his  chamber, 
in  a  little  tent-bed  brought  thither  on 
purppfe ;  and  well  it  was  I  took  this  pre- 
caution, for  ha  ftarted  up  in  bed  fevcral 
times,  and  would  have  played  the  fool, 
if  I  had  not  been  prefent. 

Next  day  he  was  in  a  condition  to 
talk  of  bufinds,  and  veiled  me  with  full 
authority  over  his  houfhold,  which  I 
began  to  exercife  without  lofs  of  time, 
though  not  before  he  knew  and  approved 
of  the  fcheme  I  had  projected  for  his  ad- 
vantage, He  would  have  quitted  the 
houfe"  immediately;  but  this  retreat  I 
oppofed.  Far  from  encouraging  a  tem- 
porary  difguft,  which  might  degenerate 
into  an  habitual  averfion,  I  rclblved,  if 
poflible,  to  attach  him  more  than  ever  to 
his  houfhold  gods.  I  gave  directions 
fov  the  funeral  to  be  as  private  as  was 
confident 
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eanfiftent  with  decency  \  I  wrote  to  Lon- 
don, that  an  inventory  and  eftimate  might 
be  made  of  the  furniture  and  effects  in 
his  town-houfe,  and  gave  notice  to  the 
landlord,  that  Mr.  Baynard  fliould  quit 
the  premifes  at  Lady-day  ;  I  fet  a  perlbn 
at  work  to  take  account  of  every  thing 
in  the  country-houfe,  including  hories, 
carnages,  and  harnd'sj  I  fettled  the 
young  gentleman  at  a  boarding -fchoo!, 
kept  hya  clergyman  in  theneighbourhood, 
and  thither  he  went  without  reluctance, 
as  foon  as  he  knew  that  he  was  to  be 
troubled  no  more  with  his  tutor,  whom 
we  difmiffed.  The  aunt  continued  very 
fullen,  and  never  appeared  at  table,  though 
Mr.  Baynard  paid  his  reipecls  to  her 
eveiy  day  in  her  own  chamber;  there 
alfo  flie  held  conferences  with  the  wait- 
ing-women and  other  fervants  of  the  fa- 
mily: but,  the  moment  her  niece  was 
interred,  me  went  away  in  a  poft  -  chaife 
prepared  for  that  purpofe.  She  did  not 
leave  the  houfe,  however,  without  giving 
Mr.  Baynard  to  underftand,  that  the 
wardrobe  of  her  niece  was  the  perquilite 
of  her  woman :  accordingly,  that  worth- 
lei's  drab  received  all  the  cloaths,  laces, 
and  linen,  of  her  deceafed  miftrefs,  to  the 
value  of  five  hundred  pounds,  at  a  mo- 
derate computation. 

The  next  ftep  I  took  was  to  difband 
that  legion  of  lupernumerary  domelticks, 
who  had  preyed  fo  long  upon  the  vitals 
of  my  friend ;  a  parcel  of  idle  drones,  fo 
intolerably  iniblent,  that,  they  even  treated 
their  own  matter  with  the  moft  con- 
temptuous negleft.  They  had  been  ge- 
nerally hired  by  his  wife,  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  her  woman,  and 
thefe  were  the  only  patrons  to  whom  they 
paid  the  leaft  deference.  I  had  therefore 
uncommon  fatisfaclion  in  clearing  the 
houfe  of  thofe  vermin.  The  woman  of 
the  deceaied,  and  a  chamber-maid,  a  valet 
tie  chambre,  a  butler,  a  French  cook,  a 
inafter  gardener,  two  footmen,  and  a 
coachman,  I  paid  off,  and  turned  out  of 
the  houfe  immediately,  paying  to  each  a 
month's  wages  in  lieu  of  warning.  Thofe 
whom  I  retained,  confifted  of  a  female 
cook,  who  had  been  affiftant  to  the  French- 
man, a  houfe-maid,  an  old  lacquey,  a 
poftilion,  and  under-gardener.  Thus  I 
removed  at  once  a  huge  mountain  of  ex- 
pence  and  care  from  the  moulders  of  my 
friend,  who  could  hardly  believe  the  evi- 
dence of  his  own  fenfes,  when  he  found 
himfelf  fo  fyddenly  aud  fo  effectually  re- 


lieved.  His  heart,  however,  was  ftill  fubr 
jecl  to  vibrations  of  tendernefs,  which 
returned  at  certain  intervals,. extorting 
fighs,  and  tears,  and  exclamations  of 
grief  and  impatience :  but  thefe  fits  grew 
every  day  lei's  violent  and  lei's  frequent, 
till  at  length  his  realbn  obtained  a  com- 
pleat  victory  over  the  infirmities  of  his 
nature. 

Upon  an  accurate  enquiry  into  the  ftate 
of  his  affairs,  I  find  his  debts  amount  to 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  for  eighteen 
thoufand  pounds  of  which  fum  his  eftate 
is  mortgaged ;  and  as  he  pays  five  per 
cent,  intereit,  and  fome  of  his  farms  are 
unoccupied,  he  does  not  receive  above  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year  clear  from  his 
lands,  over  and  above  the  intereit  of  his 
wife's  fortune,  which  produced  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  annually.  For  lightening 
this  heavy  burden,  I  devifed  the  follow- 
ing expedient.  His  wife's  jewels,  toge- 
ther with  his  fuperfluous  plate  and  furni- 
ture in  both  houfes,  his  hories  and  car- 
riages, which  are  already  advertiied  to  be 
fold  by  auction,  will,  according  to  the 
eltimate,  produce  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds  in  ready-money,  with  which 
the  debt  will  be  immediately  reduced  to 
eighteen  thoufand  pounds.  I  have  under- 
taken to  find  him  ten  thoufand  pounds  at 
four  per  cent,  by  which  means  he  will 
fave  one  hundred  a  year  in  the  article  of 
intereft,  and  perhaps  we  fhal}  be  able  to 
borrow  the  other  eight  thouiand  on  the 
fameterms.  Accordingto  hisownfcheme 
of  a  country  life,  he  fays  he  can  live  com- 
fortably for  three  hundred  pounds  a  year; 
but,  as  he  has  a  fon  to  educate,  we  will 
allow  him.  five  hundred  ;  then  there  will 
be  an  accumulating  fund  of  feven  hun- 
dred a  year,  principal  and  intereft,  to  pay 
off  the  incumbrance  ;  and,  I  think-  we 
may  modeftly  add  three  hundred,  on  the 
preiumption  of  new-leafing  and  improv- 
ing the  vacant  farms :  fo  that,  in  a  couple 
of  years,  I  fuppofe  there  will  be  above  a 
thoufand  a  year  appropriated  to  liquidate 
a  debt  of  fixteen  thouiand. 

We  forthwith  began  to  clafs  and  fet 
apart  the  articles  deiigned  for  fale,  under 
the  direction  of  an  upholder  from  London  j 
and  that  nobody  in  the  houfe  might  be 
idle,  commenced  our  reformation  without 
doors,  as  well  as  within.  With  Baynai  el's 
good  leave,  I  ordered  the  gardener  to  turn 
the  rivulet  into  it's  old  channel,  to  refrefti 
the  fainting  Naiads,  who  had  fo  long  lan- 
guiflied  aniongmoi'ldemig  roots,  wither- 
Bb  ed 
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ed  leaves,  and  dry  pebbles.  The  fhrubbery 
is  condemned  to  extirpation;  and  the 
pleafure-ground  will  be  reftored  to  it's 
original  ufe  of  corn-field  and  pafture. 
Orders  are  given  for  rebuilding  the  walls 
of  the  garden  at  the  back  of  the  houfe, 
and  for  planting  clumps  of  firs,  inter- 
mingled with  beech  and  chefnut,  at  the 
eaft  end,  which  is  now  quite  expoled  to 
the  furly  blafts  that  come  from  that  quar- 
ter. All  thefe  works  being  actually  begun, 
and  the  houfeandauftion  left  to  the  care 
and  management  of  a  reputable  attorney, 
I  brought  Baynard  along  with  me  in  the 
chaife,  and  made  him  acquainted  with 
Dennilbn,  whofe  goodnefs  of  heart  would 
not  fail  to  engage  his  efteem  and  atfe&ion . 
He  is  indeed  charmed  with  our  ibciety  in 
general,  and  declares  that  he  never  faw 
the  theory  of  true  pleafure  reduced  to 
praftice  before.  I  really  believe  it  would 
not  be  an  eafy  talk  to  find  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  individuals  affembled  under  one 
roof,  more  happy  than  we  are  at  pre- 
fent. 

I  mull  tell  you, however,in  confidence, 
I  fufpeft  Tabby  of  tergiverfation.  I  have 
been  fo  long  aecuitomed  to  that  original, 
that  I  know  all  the  caprices  of  her  heart, 
and  can  often  perceive  her  deligns  while 
they  are  yet  in  embryo.  She  attached  her- 
felf  to  Lifmahago  for  no  other  reafon  but 
that  me  det'paired  of  making  a  more  agree- 
able conqueft.  At  prefent,  if  I  am  not 
much  miltaken  in  my  obfervation,  fhe 
would  gladly  convert  the  widowhood  of 
Baynard  to  her  own  advantage.  Since  he 
arrived,  (he  has  behaved  very  coldly  to 
the  captain,  and  (trove  to  fatten  on  the 
other's  heart,  with  the  hooks  of  over- 
trained civility.  Thefe  muft  be  the  in- 
ftin&ive  efforts  of  her  constitution,  rather 
than  the  etfecls  of  any  deliberate  defign  ; 
for  matters  are  carried  to  fuch  a  length 
with  the  lieutenant,  that  fhe  could  not 
retract  with  any  regard  to  confcience  or 
reputation.  Befides,  fhe  will  meet  with 
nothing  but  indifference  or  averfion  on 
the  fide  of  Baynard,  who  has  too  much 
fenfe  to  think  of  fuch  a  partner  at  any 
time,  and  too  much  delicacy  to  admit  a 
thought  of  any  fuch  connexion  at  the  pre- 
fent junfture.  Meanwhile,  I  have  pre- 
vailed upon  her  to  let  him  have  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  at  four  per  cent,  towards 
paying  off  his  mortgage.  Young  Den- 
nifeii  has  agreed  that  Liddy's  fortune  fliall 
be  appropriated  to  the  fame  purpofe,  on 
the  fame  terms.  His  father  will  fell  out 


three  thoufand  pounds  flock  for  his  ac- 
commodation. Fanner  Bland  has,  at  the 
defire  of  Wilfon,  undertaken  for  two 
thoufand;  and  I  muft  make' an  effort  to 
advance  what  further  will  be  required  to 
take  my  friend  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Phililtines.  He  is  fo  pleafed  with  the  im- 
provements made  on  his  eftate,  which  is 
all  cultivated  like  a  garden,  that  he  has 
entered  himfelf  as  a  pupil  in  farming  to 
Mr.  Dennifon,  and  refolved  to  attach 
himfelf  wholly  to  the  practice  of  huf- 
bandry. 

Every  thing  is  now  prepared  for  our 
double  wedding.  The  marriage -articles 
for  both  couples  are  drawn  and  executed ; 
and  the  ceremony  only  waits  until  the 
parties  fhall  have  been  refident  in  the  pa- 
rifh  the  term  prefcribed  by  law.  Young 
Dennilbn  betrays  fome  fymptoms  of  im- 
patience ;  but  Lifmahago  bears  this  ne- 
ceffary  delay  with  the  temper  of  a  philofo- 
pher.  You  muft  know,  the  captain  does 
not  ftand  altogether  on  the  foundation  of 
perlbnal  merit.  Befides  his  half-pay, 
amounting  to  two  and  forty  pounds  a  year, 
this  indefatigable  ceconomift  has  amaffed 
eight  hundred  pounds,  which  he  has  fe- 
cured  in  the  funds.  This  fum  arifes  partly 
from  his  pay's  running  up  while  he  re- 
mained among  the  Indians ;  partly  from 
what  he  received  as  a  confideration  for 
the  difference  between  his  full  appoint- 
ment and  the  half-pay,  to  which  he  is 
now  reftricled ;  and  partly  from  the  pro- 
fits of  a  little  traffick  he  drove  in  peltry, 
during  his  fachemfhip  among  the  All- 
amis. 

Liddy's  fear  and  perplexities  have  been 
much  affuaged  by  the  company  of  one 
Mifs  Willis,  who  had  been  her  intimate 
companion  at  the  boarding-fchool.  Her 
parents  had  been  eameftly  folicited  to  al- 
low her  making  this  friendly  vifit  on  fuch 
an  extraordinary  occafion ;  and  two  days 
ago  fhe  arrived  with  her  mother,  who  did 
not  chufe  that  fhe  fhould  comewithout  a 
proper  gouvernante.  The  young  lady  is 
very  fprightly,  handfome,  and  agreeable, 
and  the  mother  a  mighty  good  fort  of  a 
woman ;  fo  that  their  coming  adds  con- 
fiderably  to  our  enjoyment.  But  we  fhall 
have  a  third  couple  yoked  in  the  matri- 
monial chain.  Mr.  Clinker  .Loyd  has 
made  hvimble  remonftrance,  through  the 
canal  of  my  nephew,  letting  forth  the 
fincere  love  and  affection  mutually  fub- 
filting  between  him  and  Mrs.  Winifred 
Jenkins,  and  praying  my  confent  to  their 
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coming  together  for  life.  I  would  have 
wifhed  that  Mr.  Clinker  had  kept  out  of 
this  fcrape;  but  as  the  nymph's  happinel's 
is  at  Hake,  and  ftie  had  already  fome  fits 
in  the  way  of  ddpondence,  I,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  tragical  catallrophe,  have 
given  him  leave  to  play  the  fool,  in  imi- 
tation of  his  betters;  and  I  fuppofe  we 
mall  in  time  have  a  whole  litter  of  his  pro- 
geny at  Brambleton  Hall.  The  fellow  is 
Irout  and  lufty,  very  fober  and  confcien- 
tious ;  and  the  wench  feems  to  be  as  great 
an  enthuliaft  iri  love  as  in  religion. 

I  wifh  you.  would  think,  of  employing 
him  fome  other  way,  that  the  parifh  mr.y 
not  be  overftocked.  You  know  he  has 
been  bred  a  farrier,  confequently  belongs 
to  the  faculty ;  and  as  he  is  very  docile, 
I  make  no  doubt  but,  with  your  good  in- 
ftruction,  he  may  be,  in  a  little  time, 
qualified  to  act  as  a  Welfh  apothecary. 
Tabby,  who  never  did  a  favour  with  a 
good  grace,  has  confented,  with  great 
reluctance,  to  this  match.  Perhaps  it  hurts 
her  pride,  as  me  now  confiders  Clinker 
in  the  light  of  a  relation ;  but,  I  believe, 
her  objections  are  of  a  more  felfim  nature. 
She  declares  me  cannot  think  of  retain- 
ing the  wife  of  Matthew  Loyd  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  lervant;  and  me  forefees,  that 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  the  woman  will  ex- 
pe6t  fome  gratification  for  her  pail  fer- 
vices.  As  for  Clinker,  exclufive  of  other 
confiderations,  he  is  fo  trufiy,  brave,  af- 
fectionate, and  alert,  and  I  owe  him  fuch 
perfonal  obligations,  that  he  merits  more 
than  all  the  indulgence  that  can  poffibly 
be  mewn  him,  by  yours, 

MATT.  BRAMBLE. 
OCT.  26. 


TO    SIR.    WATKIN    PHILLIPS,    BART. 
AT  OXON. 

DEAR  KNIGHT, 

THE  fatal  knots  are  now  tied.  The 
comedy  is  near  a  clofe,  and  the  cur- 
tain is  ready  to  drop :  but  the  latter  fcCnes 
of  this  aft  I. /hall  recapitulate  in  order. 
About  a  fortnight  ago,  my  uncle  made  an 
excurfion  acrofs  the  country,  and  brought 
hither  a  particular  friend,  one  Mr.  Bay- 
nard,  who  has  juft  loft  his  wife,  and  was 
for  fome  time  diiconfclate,  though  by  all 
accounts  he  had  much  more  caufe  for  joy 
than  for  forrow  at  this  event.  His  counte- 
nance, however,  clears  up  apace  j  and  he 


appears  to  be  a  perfon  of  rare^accom- 
plifhments.  But  we  have  received  urft>- 
ther  ftill  more  agreeable  reinforcement  to 
our  company,  by  the  arrival  of  Mils 
Willis  from  Gloucefter.  She  was  Lid- 
dy'sbofom  friend  atboarding-ichool,  and 
being-  eavneitly  folicited  to  affift  at  the 
nuptials,  her  mother  was  fo  obliging  as 
to  grant  my  filler's  requeft,  and  even  to 
come  with  her  in  perfon.  Liddy,  accom- 
panied by  George  Dennifon  and  me,  gave 
them  the  meeting  half-way,  and  next  day 
conducted  them  hither  infafety.  Mils 
Willis  is  a  charming  girl,  and,  in  point 
of  difpoiition,  an  agreeable  contraft  to 
my  filter,  who  is  rather  too  grave  and  fen- 
timentrilformyturnofrnind.  The  other  is 
gay,  frank,  a  little  giddy,  and  always 
good-humoured.  She  has,  moreover,  a 
genteel  fortune,  is  well-born,  and  re- 
markably handlbme.  Ah,  Phillips  !  if 
thefe  qualities  were  permanent — if  her  hu- 
mour would  never  change,  nor  her  beau- 
ties decay ,  what  efforts  would  I  not  make ! 
But  thefe  are  idle  reflections.  My  deftiny 
mtift  one  day  be  fulfilled. 

At  prcfent  we  pafs  the  time  as  agree- 
ably as  we  can.  We  have  got  up  feveral 
farces,  which  afforded  unl'peakable  enter- 
tainment by  the  effects  they  produced- 
among  the  country  people,  who  are  ad- 
mitted to  all  our  exhibitions.  Two  nights 
ago,  Jack  Wilfon  acquired  great  applaufe 
in  Harleqxiin  Skeleton,  and  Lifmahago 
furprized  us  all  in  the  character  of  Pierot. 
His  long  lank  fides,  and  ftrong  marked 
features,  were  all  peculiarly  adapted  to 
his  part.  He  appeared  with  a  ludicrous 
ftare,  from  which  he  had  discharged  all 
meaning :  he  adopted  the  impreffions  of 
fear  and  amazement  fo  naturally,  that 
many  of  the  audience  were  infected  by  his 
looks  5  but  when  the  (kelcton  held  him  in 
chace,  his  horror  became  moft  divertingly 
picturefque,  and  feemed  to  endow  him 
with  fuch  preternatural  agility  as  con- 
founded all  the  fpectators.  It  was  a  live 
reprefentation  of  Death  in  purfuitof  Con- 
fumption,  and  had  fuch  an  effect  upon  the 
commonalty,  that  fome  of  them  fhrieked 
aloud,  and  others  ran  out  ot  the  hall  iu 
the  utmoit  confirmation. 

This  is  not  the  only  inftance  in  which 
the  lieutenant  has  lately  excited  our  won- 
der. His  temper,  which  had  been  foureil 
and  fhrivelled  by  difappointment  and 
chagrin,  is  now  fwelled  out,  and  finoothed 
like  a  raifm  in  plum -porridge.  From 
being  referved  and  punctilious,  he  is  be- 
B'ba  i  come 
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come  eafy  and  obliging.  He  cracks  jokes, 
laughs  and  banters,  with  the  molt  fa- 
cetious familiarity  ;  and,  in  a  word}  en- 
ters into  all  our  fchemes  of  merriment 
and  paftime.  The  other  day  his  baggage 
arrived  in  the  waggon  from  London, 
contained  in  two  large  trunks  and  a  long 
deal-box  not  unlike  a  coiiin.  The  trunks 
were  filled  with  his  wardrobe,  which  he 
displayed  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
company ;  and  he  freely  owned,  that  it 
conulted  chiefly  of  the  opimafpolia  taken 
in  battle.  What  he  ie!e£led  for  his  wed- 
ding- rait,  WHS  a  tarnifhcd  white  cloth, 
faced  with  blue  velvet,  embroidered  with 
fdver:  but  he  valued  himfelf  moft  upon 
a  tye-periwig,  in  which  he  had  made  his 
firit  appearance  as  a  lawyer  above  thirty 
years  ago.  This  machine  had  been  in 
buckle  ever  fince ;  and  now  all  the  fer- 
vants  in  the  family  were  employed  to 
frizz  it  out  for  the  occafion,  which  was 
yefterday  celebrated  at  the  parifh  church. 
George  Denniibn  and  his  bride  were  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  nothing  extraordinary  in 
their  apparel.  His  eyes  lightened  with 
eagernefs  and  joy,  and  fhe  trembled  with 
coynefs  and  confuficn.  My  uncle  gave 
her  away,  and  her  friend  Willis  fupported 
her  during  the  ceremony. 

But  my  aunt  and  her  paramour  took 
the  pas,  and  formed,  indeed,  fuch  a  pair 
of  originals,  as,  I  believe,  all  England 
could  not  parallel.  She  was  drefled  in 
the  ftile  of  1 7  3  9 ;  and  the  day  being  cold, 
put  on  a  mantle  of  green  velvet  laced  with 
gold :  but  this  was  taken  off  by  the 
bridegroom,  who  threw  over  her  moulders 
a  fur  cloak  of  American  lables,  valued  at 
tburfcore guineas,  a  prefent  equally  agree- 
able and  unexpected.  Thus  accoutred, 
fhe  was  led  up  to  the  altar  by  Mr.  Den- 
niibn, who  did  the  office-  of  her  father: 
Lifmahago  advanced  in  the  military  ftep 
with  his  French  coat  reaching  no  farther 
than  the  middle  of  his  thigh,  his  cam- 
paign wig  that  furpafTes  all  deicription, 
and  a  languifhing  leer  upon  his  counte- 
nance, in  which  there  fetmed  to  be  fome- 
thing  arch  and  ironical.  The  ring,  which 
he  put  upon  her  fmg*r,  he  had  concealed 
till  the  moment  it  was  ull-d.  He  now 
produced  it  with  an  air  of  frlf-compla- 
cency.  It  was  a  curious  antique,  fet  with 
rofe  diamonds:  he  told  us  afterwards,  it 
had  been  in  his  family  two  hundred  years, 
and  was  a  prefent  from  his  grandmother. 
Thefe  circumftances  agreeably  flattered 
thepiide  of  cur  aunt  Tabhha,  which  had 


already  fo«nd  uncommon  gratification  m 
the  captain's  generofity ;  for  he  had,  in 
the  morning,  prei'ented  my  uncle  with  a 
fine  beards  ficin,  and  Spaniih  fowling- 
piece,  and  me  with  a  caie  of  piftols  curi- 
oufly  mounted  with  filver.  At  the  i':.me 
time  he  gave  Mrs.  Jenkins  an  Indian 
purfe,  made,  of  filk  grafs,  containing 
twenty  crown  pieces.  You  mutt  know, 
this  young  lady,  with  the  aflirhnce  of 
Mr.  Loyd,  formed  the  third  couple  who 
yelterday  facrificed  to  Hymen.  I  wrote 
to  you  inttay  lail,  that  he  had  recourfe  to 
my  mediation,  which  I  employed  fuc- 
ceisfully  with  my  uncle ;  but  Mrs.  Ta- 
bitha  he'd  ont  till  the  love-fick  Jenkins 
had  two  fits  of  the  mother ;  then  me  re- 
lented, and  tliofe  two  cooing  turtles  were 
caged  for  life.  Our  aunt  made  an  effort 
of  generofity  in  furnifhing  the  bride  with 
her  fuperfluities  of  cloaths  and  linen,  and 
her  example  was  followed  by  my  lifter ; 
nor  did  Mr.  Bramble  and  I  negleft  her 
on  this  occafion.  It  was,  indeed,  a  day 
of  peace-offering.  Mr.  Dennifon  inlilred 
upon  Liddy's  accepting  two  bank-notes 
of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  as  pocket- 
money;  and  his  lady  gave  her  a  diamond 
necklace  of  double  that  value.  There 
was,  befides,  a  mutual  exchange  of  tokens 
among  the  individuals  of  the  two  families 
thus  happily  united. 

As  George  Dennifon  and  his  partner 
were  judged  improper  objects  of  mirth, 
Jack  Wilibn  had  refolved  to  execute  fome 
jokes  on  Lifmahago,  and  alter  fupper  be- 
gan to  ply  him  with  bumpers,  when  the 
ladies  hud  retired ;  but  the  captain  per- 
ceiving his  drift,  begged  for  quarter,  al- 
ledging  that  the  adventure  in  which  he- 
had  tngnged  was  a  very  ferious  matter  j 
and  that  it  would  be  more  the  part  of  a 
good  Chriltian  to  pray  that  he  might  be 
ftrcngthened,  than  to  impede  his  endea- 
vours to  finifh  the  adventure.  He  was 
Ipared  accordingly,  and  permitted  to 
aicend  the  nuptial  couch  with  all  his  fenfe* 
about  HIOT.  There  he  and  his  confoit  lat 
in  llate,like  Saturn  andCybtle,  while  the 
benediction  poflet  was  drank  ;  and  a  cake 
being  broken  over  the  head  of  Mrs.  Ta- 
bitha  Liiir.r.hago,  the  fragments  were, 
diftributed  among  the  byeltanders,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  ancient  Bri- 
tons, on  the  fuppoiition  that  every  perfon 
who  air:  of  this  hallowed  cake,  fbould. 
that  night  have  a  vifion  of  the  man  or  wo- 
man whom  Heaven  defigued  fliould  be. 
his  or  her  wedded  mate. 

The 
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The  weight  of  Wilforf  s  waggery  fell 
upon  honeft  Humphry  and  his  fpoufe, 
who  were  bedded  in  an  upper  room,  with 
the  ufual  ceremony  of  throwing  the 
flocking.  This  being  performed,  and  the 
company  withdrawn,  a  fort  of  catter- 
wauling  enfued,  when  Jack  found  means 
to  introduce  a  real  cat  fliod  with  walnut- 
ftiells,  which  galloping  along  the  boards, 
made  fuch  a  dreadful  noife  as  effectually 
difcompofedour  lovers.  Winifred  fcream- 
ed  aloud,  and  fhrunk  under  the  bed- 
cloaths.  Mr.  Loyd,  believing  that  Satan 
was  come  to  buffet  him  in  propriaper- 
fona,  laid  afide  all  carnal  thoughts,  and 
began  to  pray  aloud  with  great  fervency. 
At  length,  the  poor  animal,  being  more 
afraid  than  either,  leaped  into  the  bed, 
and  meauled  with  the  moft  piteous  ex- 
clamation. Loyd,  thus  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  annoyance,  role  and  let  the 
tloor  wide  open,  fo  that  this  troublefome 
vifitant  retreated  with  great'expedition ; 
then  fecuring  himfelf  by  means  of  a  dou- 
ble bolt,  from  a  fecond  intrufion,  he  was 
left  to  enjoy  his  good  fortune  without 
further  dithirbanCe. 

If  one  may  judge  from  the  looks  of  the 
parties,  they  were  all  very  well  fatisfied 
with  what  has  paffed.  George  Dennifon 
and  his  wife  are  too  delicate  to  exhibit 
any  itrong-marked  figns  of  their  mutual 
fatisfaftion,  but  their  eyes  are  fufficiently 
expreflive.  Mrs.  Tabitha  Lifmahago  is 
rather  fulfome  in  fignifying  her  appro- 
bation of  the  captain's  love;  while  his 
•deportment  is  the  very  pink  of  gallantry. 
He  fighs,  and  ogles,  and  languimes  at 
this  amiable  objeft  ;  he  kifies  her  hand, 
mutters  ejaculations  of  rapture,  and  fings 
tender  airsj  and  no  doubt  laughs  inter- 
nally at  her  foliy  in  believing  him  fincere. 
In  order  to  mew  how  little  his  vigour  was 
impaired  by  the  fatigues  of  the  preceding 
day,  he  this  morning  danced  a  Highland 
iarabrand  over  a  naked  back-fword,  and 
leaped  fo  high,  that  I  believe  he  would 
make  no  contemptible  figure  as  a  vaulter 
at  Sadler's  Wells.  Mr.  Matthew  Loyd, 
when  afked  how  he  relimes  his  bargain, 
throws  up  his  eyes,  crying — '  For  what 

*  we  have  received,  Lord  make  us  thank- 

*  ful:    amen.'     His   helpmate  giggles, 
rind  holds  her  hand  before  her  eyes,  af- 
fecting to  be  afhamed  of  having  been  in 
bed  with  a  man .  Thus  all  thefe  widgeons 
enjoy  the  novelty  of  their  fituation ;  but 
perhaps  their  note  will  be  changed,  when 
they  are  better  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  decoy. 


As  Mrs.  Willis  cannot  be  perfuaded 
to  ftay,  and  Liddy  is  engaged  by  promiie 
to  accompany  her  daughter  backto  Glou- 
cefter,  I  fancy  there  will  be  a  general  mi- 
gration from  hence,  and  that  moft  of  us 
will  fpend  the  Chrillmas  holidays  at  Bath  j 
in  which  cafe,  I  mall  certainly  find  an  op- 
portunity to  beat  up  your  quarters.  By 
this  time,  I  fuppofe,  you  are  fxck  of  alma 
mater,  and  even  ready  to  execute  that 
fcheme  of  peregrination,  which  was  la!i 
year  concerted  between  you  and  your  af- 
ieSionate 

J.  MELFO.RD, 
Nov.  8. 


TO  DR.  LEWIS. 

DEAR    DOCTOR, 

MY  niece  Liddy  is  now  happily  fet- 
tled for  life;  and  Captain  Lifma- 
hago has  taken  Tabby  off  my  hands  ;  fo 
that  I  have  nothing  further  to  do,  but  to 
comfort  my  friend  Baynard,  and  provide 
for  my  fon  Loyd,  who  is  alfo  fairly 
joined  to  Mrs.  Winifred  Jenkins.  You 
are  an  excellent  genius  at  hints.  Dr. 
Arbuthnot  was  but  a  type  of  Dr.  Lewis 
in  that  refpeft.  What  you  obferve  of  the 
veftry-clerk  deferves  confideration.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  Matthew  Loyd  is 
well  enough  qualified  for  the  office;  but, 
atprefent,  you  muft  find  room  for  him  in 
the  houfe.  His  incorruptible  honefty  anil 
indefatigable  care  will  be  fcrviceable  in 
fuperintending  the  ceconomy  of  my  farmj 
though  I  do  not  mean  that  he  lhall  into  - 
fere  with  Barns,  of  whom  I  have  no  caufe 
to  complain.  I  am  juft  returned  with 
Baynard,  from  a  fecond  trip  to  his  heuie} 
where  every  thing  is  regulated  to  his  fa- 
tisfaclion.  He 'could  not,  however,  re- 
view the  apartments  without  tears  and 
lamentations  fo  that  he  is  not  yet  in  a 
condition  to  be  left  alone ;  therefore  I  will 
not  part  with  him  till  the  fpring,  when  he 
intends  to  plunge  into  the  avocations  of 
husbandry,  which  will  at  once  employ 
and  amufe  his  attention.  Charles  Den- 
nifon has  piOmifed  to  ftay  with  him  a 
fortnight,  to  fet  him  fairly  afloat  in  his 
improvements ;  and  Jack  Wilfon  will  lee 
him  from  time  to  time;  beiideg,  he  has  a 
few  friends  in  the  country,  whom  his  ne* 
plan  of  life  will  not  exclude  from  his  fo- 
ciety.  In  lefs  than  a  year,  I  make  no. 
doubt,  but  he  will  find  himlclf  perfectly 
at  eale  both  in  his  mind  and  body,  for  the 
one  had  dangeroutly  affccled  the  other; 

and 
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and  I  /hall  enjoy  the  exquifite  pleafure  of 
feeing  my  friend  refcued  from  mifery  and 
ccn'empt. 

Mrs.  Willis  being  determined  to  re- 
turn with  her  daughter,  in  a  few  days, 
to  Gloucefter,  our  plan  has  undergone 
ibme  alteration.  Jerry  has  perfuaded  his 
brother-in-law  to  carry  his  wife  to  Bath; 
and  I  believe  his  parents  will  accompany 
him  thither.  For  my  part,  I  have  no 
intention  to  take  that  route;  it  muft  be 
fomething  very  extraordinary  that  will 
induce  me  to  reyifit  either  Bath  or  Lon- 
don. My  fifter  and  her  hufband,  Bay- 
nard  and  I,  will  take  leave  of  them  at 
Gloucefter,  and  make  the  beft  of  our  way 
to  Brambleton  Hall,  where  I  defure  you 
will  prepare  a  good  chine  and  turkey  for 
our  Chriftmas  dinner.  You  muft  alfo 
employ  your  medical  (kill  in  defending 
me  from  the  attacks  of  the  gout,  that  I 
may  be  in  good  cafe  to  receive  the  reft  of 
our  company,  who  promife  to  vifit  us  in 
their  return  from  the  Bath.  As  I  have 
laid  in  a  confiderable  ftock  of  health,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  you  will  not  have  much 
trouble  with  me  in  the  way  of  phyfick, 
but  I  intend  to  work  you  on  the  fide  of 
exercife.  I  have  got  an  excellent  fowl- 
ing-piece from  Mr.  Lilmahago,  who  is 
a  keen  fportfman,  an*d  we  mall  take  the 
heath  in  all  weathers.  That  thisfcheme 
of  life  may  be  profecuted  the  more  effec- 
tually, I  intend  to  renounce  all  feden- 
tary  amufements,  particularly  that  of 
writing  long  letters  ;  a  refolution  which, 
had  I  taken  it  fooner,  might  have  faved 
you  the  trouble  which  you  have  lately 
taken  in  reading  the  tedious  epilHes  of 


MATT.  BRAMBLE. 


Nov.  20; 


TO   MRS.  GWYLLIM,   AT   BRAMBLE- 
TON-HALL. 

GOOD  MRS.  CWYLLIM, 

HEAVEN,  for  wife  porpufes,  hath 
ordained  that  I  mould  change  my 
name  and  citation  in  life,  fo  that  I  am 
not  to  bo  confidered  any  more  as  man- 
ger of  my  brother's  family ;  but  as  I 
cannot  furrender  up  my  ftewardfliip  till 
I  have  fettled  with  you  and  Williams,  I 
defire  you  will  get  your  accunts  ready  for 
infpeftion,  as  we  are  coming  home  with- 
out further  delay.  Myfpoufe,  the  cap- 
tain, being  fubjeft  to  rummaticks,  I  beg 


you  will  take  great  care  to  have  the  blew 
chamber,  up  two-pair  of  flairs,  well' 
warmed  for  his  reception.  Let  the  lames' 
be  iecured,  the  crevices  flopped,  the  car- 
pets laid,  and  the  beds  well  toulled. 
Mrs.  Loyd,  late  Jenkins,  being  mar- 
ried to  a  relation  of  the  family,  cannot 
remain  in  the  capacity  of  a  farvant;  there- 
fore I  wifh  you  would  caft  about  for 
fome  creditable  body  to  be  with  me  in 
her  room.  If  me  can  fpin,  and  ismiftrels 
of  plain-work,  fo  much  the  better :  but 
me  muft  not  expect  extravagant  wages; 
having  a  family  of  my  own,  I  muft  be' 
more  oecumenical  than  ever.  No  more 
at  preient,  but  rells  your  loving  friend, 


Nov.  20. 


TAB.  LISMAHA.GO. 


TO  MRS.    MARY   JONES,   AT    P.RAM- 
ELETO.N    HALL. 

MRS.  JONES, 

PROVIDINCH  hath  bin  pleafed 
to  make  great  halteratiou  in  thepaf- 
turc  of  our  affairs.  We  were  ydterday 
three  kiple  chined,  by  the  gieafeof  God, 
in  the  holy  bands  of  mattermoney,  and 
I  now  fubfcrive  myfelf  Loyd  at  your 
farvice.  All  the  parifh  allowed  that 
young  fquire  Dallifon  and  his  bride  was 
a  comely  pear  for  to  lee.  As  for  Ma- 
dam Lalhmiheygo,  you  nofe  her  pickle- 
arities.  Her  head,  to  be  fure,  was  fin- 
taftical ;  and  her  fpoufe  had  rapt  her  with 
a  long  marokin  furze  cloak  from  the  land 
of  the  felviges,  thof  they  lay  it  is  of  im- 
menfe  baily.  The  captain  himfelf  had 
a  huge  haffock  of  air,  with  three  tails, 
and  a  tumtaudry  coat,  boddered  withlul- 
fur.  Wan  laid  he  was  a  monkey-bank  ; 
and  theould  bottler  fwore  he  was  the  born 
imichof  Tittidall.  For  my  part,  I  fays 
nothing,  being  as  how  the  captain  has 
done  the  handfome  thing  by  me.  Mr. 
Loyd  was  drefled  in  a  lite  frog,  and 
checket  with  gould  binding;  and  thof 
he  don't  enter  in  caparilbn  with  great 
folks  of  quality,  yet  he  has  got  as  good 
blood  in  his  veins  as  arrow  privet  fquire 
in  the  county ;  and  then  his  purling  is 
far  from  contentible.  Your  humble 
farvant  had  on  a  plaiu  pea-green  tabby 
lack,  with  my  Runnela  cap,  ruff  tou- 
pee, and  fide-curls.  They  faid  I  was 
the  very  moral  of  Lady  Rickmanftone, 
but  not  fo  pale ;  dial  may  well  be,  for 

her 
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her  layfhip  is  my  elder  by  feven  good 
years  and  more.  Now,  Mrs.  Mary,  our 
latiety  is  to  fuppurate  ;  Mr.  Millfart 
goes  to  Bath  along  with  the  Dallifons, 
and  the  reft  of  us  pufh  home  to  Wales, 
to  pafs  our  Chrifhmarfh  at  Brampleton 
Hall.  As  our  apartment  is  to  be  the 
yallow  pepper,  in  the  third  ftory,  pray 
carry  my  things  thither.  I  relent  my 
cumpliments  to  Mrs.  Gwyllim,  and  I 
hope  Ihe  and  I  will  live  upon  diffent 


terms  of  civility.  Being,  by  God** 
bleffing.  removed  to  a  higher  fpear,  you'll 
excufe  my  being  familiar  with  the  lower 
farvants  of  the  family ;  but,  as  I  truft 
you'll  behave  refpeftful,  and  keep  a  pro- 
per diftance,  you  may  always  depend 
upon  the  good  will  and  purteftion  of 
yours, 

W.  LOYD. 

NOV.   2O. 
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TO 

HENRY    FIELDING,    ESQ.. 


SIR, 

MY  defign  being  to  fpeak  a  word  or  two  in  behalf  of  novel-writing,, 
I  know  not  to  whom  I  can  addrefs  myfelf  with  fo  much  pro- 
priety as  to  yourfelf,  who  unqueftionably  (land  foremoft  in  this  fpecies 
of  compofition. 

To  convey  iriftru&ion  in  a  pleafant  mariner,  and  mix  entertainment 
with  it,  is  certainly  a  commendable  undertaking,  perhaps  more  likely 
to  be  attended  with  fuccefs  than  graver  precepts;  and  even  where 
amufement  is  the  chief  thing  confulted,  there  is  fome  little  merit  in 
making  people  laugh,  when  it  is  done. without  giving  offence  to  reli- 
gion, or  virtue,  or  good  manners.  If  the  laugh  be  not  raifed  at  the 
expence  of  innocence  or  decency,  good-humour  bids  us  indulge  it,  and 
we  cannot  well  laugh  too  often; 

Can  oiie  help  wondering,  therefore,  at  the  contempt  with  which  many 
people  affecl  to  talk  of  this  fort  of  compofition  ?  They  feem  to  think 
it  degrades  the  dignity  of  their  understandings,  to  be  found  with  a  novel 
in  their  hands,  and  take  great  pains  to  let  you  know  that  they  never 
read  them.  They  are  people  of  too  great  importance,  it  feems,  to 
mif-fpend  their  time  in  fo  idle  a  manner,  and  much  too  wife  to  b6 
amufed. 

Now,  though  many  reafons  may  be  given  for  this  ridiculous  and  af- 
fefted  difdain,  I  believe  a  very  principal  one,  is  the  pride  and  pedantry 
of  learned  men,  who  are  willing  to  monopolize  reading  to  themfelves, 
and  therefore  faftidioufly  decry  all  books  that  are  on  a  level  with  com- 
mon underftandings,  as  empty,  trifling,  and  impertinent. 

Thus  the  grave  metaphyfician,  for  example,  who  after  working 
night  and  day  perhaps  for  feveral  years,  fends  forth  at  laft  a  profound 
treatife,  where  A.  and  B.  feem  to  contain  fome  very  deep  myfterious 
meaning;  grows  indignant  to  think  that  every  little  paltry  fcribbler^ 
who  paints  only  the  characters  of  the  age,  the  manners  of  the  times, 
and  the  working  of  the  paflions,  mould  prefume  to  equal  him  in  glory. 

The  politician,  too,  who  makes  his  head  in  coffee-houfes,  and  pro* 
duces  now  and  then,  from  his  fund  of  obfervations,  a  grave,  fober* 
political  pamphlet  oh  the  good  of  the  nation;  looks  down  with  contempt 
on  all  fuch  idle  compofitions,  as  lives  and  romances,  which  contain  no 
ftrokes  of  fatire  at  the  miniftry,  no  unmannerly  reflexions  upon  Hano- 
ver, nor  any  thing  concerning  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent. 
Thefe  gentlemen  and  their  readers  join  all  to  a  man  in  depreciating 
Works  of  humour:  or,  if  they  ever  vouchfafe  to  fpeak  in  their  praiie, 
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the  commendation  never  rifes  higher  than — '  Yes,  'tis  well  enough  for 
'  fuch  a  fort  of  a  thing;*  after  which  the  grave  obfervator  retires  to 
his  newfpaper,  and  there,  according  to  the  general  eflimation,  employs 
his  time  '  to  the  bell  advantage.' 

But  befides  thefe,  there  is  another  fet,  who  never  read  any  modern 
books  at  all.  They,  wife  men,  are  fo  deep  in  the  learned  languages, 
that  they  can  pay  no  regard  to  what  has  been  publifhed  within  thefe  lafl 
thoufand  years.  The  world  is  grown  old;  men's  geniufes  are  degene- 
rated; the  writers  of  this  age  are  too  contemptible  for  their  notice,  and 
they  have  no  hopes  of  any  better  to  fucceed  them.  Yet  thefe  gentle- 
men of  profound  erudition  will  contentedly  read  any  tra(h  that  isdif- 
guifed  in  a  learned  language,  and  the  worft  ribaldry  of  Ariftophanes 
mail  be  critiqued  and  commented  on  by  men  who  turn  up  their  nofes 
at  Gulliver  or  Jofeph  Andrews. 

But  if  this  contempt  for  books  "of  amufement  be  carried  a  little  too 
far,  as  I  fufpeft  it  is,  even  among  men  of  fcience  and  learning,  what 
lhall  be  faid  to  fome  of  the  greateft  triflers  of  the  times,  who  affedl  to 
talk  the  fame  language?  Tnefe,  furely,  have  no  right  to  exprefs  any 
difdain  of  what  is  at  leafl  equal  to  their  underftandings.  Scholars  and 
men  of  learning  have  a  reafon  to  give ;  their  application  to  fevere  iludies 
may  have  deftroyed  their  relifh  for  works  of  a  lighter  cafl,  and  confe- 
quently  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  fhould  approve  what  they  do 
'not  underftand.  But  as  for  beaux,  rakes,  petit-maitres,  and  fine  ladies, 
whofe  lives  are  fpent  in  doing  the  things  which  novels  record,  I  do  not 
fee  v.hy  they  fhould  be  indulged  in  affecting  a  contempt  of  them. 
People  whofe  moft  earnefl  bufinefs  is  to  drefs  and  play  at  cards  are  not 
fo  importantly  employed  but  that  they  may  find  leifure  now  and  then 
to  read  a  novel.  Yet  thefe  are  as  forward  as  any  to  dcfpife  them-,  and 
I  once  heard  a  very  fine  lady  condemning  fome  highly-finimed  conver- 
fations  in  one  of  your  works,  Sir,  for  this  curious  reafon — '  Becaufe,' 
faid  flic,  '  it  is  fuch  fort  of  fluff  as  pafles  every  day  between  me  and  iny 
•  own  maid.' 

I  do  not  pretend  to  apply  any  thing  here  faid  in  behalf  of  books  of 
amufement  to  the  following  little  work,  of  which  I  afk  your  patronage: 
I  am  fenfible  how  very  imperfect  it  is  in  all  it's  parts,  and  how  unwor- 
thy to  be  ranked  in  that  clafs  of  writings  which  I  am  now  defending. 
But  I  defire  to  be  underftood  in  general,  or  more  particularly  with  an 
eye  to  your  works,  which  I  take  to  be  mailer-pieces  and  compleat  mo- 
dels in  their  kind.  They  are,  I  think,  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
greateil  and  wifeft  men;  and  if  any  body  is  amamed  of  reading  them, 
or  can  read  them  without  entertainment  or  inllruclion,  I  heartily  pity 
their  underilandings. 

The  late  editor  of  Mr.  Pope's  works,  In  a  very  ingenious  note, 
wherein  he  traces  the  progrefs  of  romance- writing,  juflly  obferves, 
that  this  fpecies  of  compofition  is  now  brought  to  maturity  by  Mr.  De 
Marivaux  in  France,  and  Mr.  Fielding  in  England. 

I  have  but  one  objection  to  make  to  this  remark,  which  is,  that  the 
name  of  Mr.  De  Marivaux  Hands  foremoft  of  the  two:  a  fuperiority  $ 
cuo  by  no  means  allow  him.  Mr.  Marivaux is  indeed  a  very  amiable, 
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elegant,  witty,  and  penetrating  writer.  The  reflexions  he  fcatters  up 
and  down  his  Marianne  are  highly  judicious,  recherchees,  and  infi- 
nitely agreeable.  But,  not  to  mention  that  he  never  finifhes  his  works, 
which  greatly  dsifappoints  his  readers,  I  think  his  characters  fall  infi- 
nitely mort  of  thofe  we  find  in  the  performances  of  his  Englifti  cotem-" 
porary.  They  are  neither  fo  original,  fo  ludicrous,  fo  well  diftin- 
guifhed,  nor  fo  happily  contrafted,  as  your  own;  and,  as  the  characters 
of  a  novel  principally  determine  it's  merit,  Imuft  be  allowed  to  efteem 
my  countryman  the  greater  author. 

7'here  is  another  celebrated  novel-writer,  of  the  fame  kingdom,  now 
living,  who,  in  the  choice  and  diverfity  of  his  characters,  perhaps  ex- 
ceeds his  rival  Mr.  Marivaux,  and  would  defcrve  greater  commenda- 
tion, if  the  extreme  libertinifm  of  his  plans,  and  too  wanton  drawings 
of  nature,  did  not  take  off  from  the  other  merit  of  his  works;  though, 
at  the  fame  time,  itmuft  be  confefled,  that  his  genius,  and  knowledge 
of  mankind,  are  very  exteniive.  But  with  all  due  refpect  for  the  parts 
of  thefe  two  able  Frenchmen,  I  will  venture  to  fay  they  have  their 
fuperior;  and  whoever  has  read  the  works  of  Mr.  Fielding  cannot  be 
at  a  lofs  to  determine  who  that  fuperior  is.  Few  books  of  this  kind 
have  ever  been  written  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  Jofeph  Andrews;  and  no 
ftory  that  I  know  of,  was  ever  invented  with  more  happinefs,  or  con- 
ducted with  more  art  and  management,  than  that  of  Tom  Jones. 

As  to  the  following  little  piece,  Sir,  it  pretends  to  a  very  fmall  de- 
gree of  merit.  It  is  the  firft  eflay  of  a'young  author,  and  perhaps  may 
be  the  lail.  A  very  hafty  and  unfinifhed  edition  of  it  was  published 
laft  winter;  which  meeting  with  a  more  favourable  reception  than  it's 
writer  had  any  reafon  to  expect,  he  has  fince  been  tempted  to  revife 
and  improve  it,  in  hopes  of  rendering  it  a  little  more  worthy  of  his 
readers  regard.  With  thefe  alterations  he  now  begs  leave,  Sir,  to  defire 
your  acceptance  of  it;  he  can  hardly  hope  for  your  approbation:  but, 
whatever  be  it's  fate,  he  is  proud  in  this  publick  manner  to  declare 
himfelf 


Your  conftant  Reader, 

And  fiacere  Admirer. 
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CHAP.    I. 

A  PANEGYRICK  UPON  DOGS, TOGE- 
THER WITH  SOME  OBSERVATIONS 
ON  MODERN  NOVELS  AND  RO- 
MANCES. 

ARIOUS   and  wonder- 
J*  ful,  in  all  ages,  have  been 

3>   V    <f     the  aftions  of  dogs ;  and 
,jf  ^  were  I  to  colleft,  from  poets 

^^\£rf  and  hiftorians,  the  many 
paflligesthatmake  honour- 
able mention  of  them,  I  mould  compofe 
a  work  much  too  large  and  voluminous 
for  the  patience  of  any  modern  reader. 
But  as  the  politicians  of  the  age,  and  men 
of  gravity,  may  he  apt  to  cenfure  me  for 
mifpending  my  time  in  writing  the  ad- 
ventures of  a  lap-dog,  when  there  are  fo 
many  MODERN  HEROES,  whofe  illuftri- 
pus  aftions  call  loudly  for  the  pen  of  an 
hiftorian  ;  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  detain 
the  reader,  in  the  entrance  of  this  work, 
with  a  mort  panegyrick  on  the  CANINE 
RACE,  to  juftify  my  undertaking. 

And  can  we,  without  the  bafeft  ingraT 
titude,  think  ill  of  an  animal  that  has 
ever  honoured  mankind  with  his  compa- 
ny and  friendfnip,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  the  prefent  moment  ?  While 
all  other  creatures  are  in  a  ftate  of  enmity 
with  us;  fome  flying  into  woods  and 
wildernefles  to  efcape  our  tyranny,  and 
pthers  requiring  to  be  reftrained  with 


bridfes  and  fences  in  clofe  confinement} 
dogs  alone  enter  into  voluntary  friend/hip 
with  us,  and  of  their  own  accord  make 
their  residence  among  us. 

No'r  do  they  trouble  us  only  with  offici- 
ous fidelity,  and  ufelefs  good-will,  but 
take  care  to  earn  their  livelihood  by  many 
meritorious  fervices :  they  guard  our 
houfes,  fupply  our  tables  with  proviiion, 
amufe  our  leifure  hours,  and  difcover  plots 
to  the  government.  Nay,  I  have  heard 
of  a  dog's  making  a  fyllogifm;  which 
cannot  fail  to  endear  him  to  our  two  fa- 
mous univerfities,  where  his  brother-  lo- 
gicians are  fo  honoured  and  diftinguiflied 
for  their  fkill  in  that  USEFUL  fcience. 

After  thefe  extraordinary  inftances  of 
fagacity  and  merit,  it  may  be  thought  too 
ludicrous,  perhaps,  to  mention  the  capa- 
city they  have  often  difcovered  for  play- 
ing at  cards,  fiddling,  dancing,  and  other 
polite  accompli/laments ;  yet  I  cannot 
help  relating  a  little  ftory,  which  foimerly 
happened  at  the  play-houfe  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields. 

There  was,  at  that  time,  the  fame  emu- 
lation between  the  two  houfes,  as  there  is 
at  prefent  between  the  two  great  repub- 
licks  of  Drury  Lane  and  Covent  Gar- 
den ;  each  of  them  driving  to  amufe  the 
town  with  various  feats  of  activity,  when 
they  began  to  be  tired  of  fenie,  wit,  and 
aclion.  At  length,  the  managers  of  the 
houfe  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  poffefled 
with  a  happy  turn  of  thought,  introduced 
a  dance  or  dogs,  who  were  drafted  in 
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French  characters,  to  make  the  repre- 
ientation  more  ridiculous,  and  acquitted 
themfelves,  for  feveral  evenings,  to  the 
imiverfal  delight  and  improvement  of  the 
town.  But  one  unfortunate  night,  a  ma- 
licious wag  behind  the  fcenes  threw  down 
among  them  the  leg  of  a  fowl,  which  he 
had  brought  thither  in  his  pocket  for  that 
purpofe.  Inftantiy  all  was  in  confufion; 
the  marquis  (hook  off  his  peruke,  made- 
moifelle  dropped  her  hoop-petticoat,  the 
fiddler  threw  away  his  violin,  and  all  fell 
to  fcrambling  for  the  j/rize  that  was  thrown 
among  them.  But  let  us  return  to  graver 
matter. 

If  we  look  back  into  ancient  hiftory, 
we  mall  find  the  wifeft  and  moft  cele- 
brated nations  of  antiquity,  RS  it  were 
contending  with  one  another,  which 
fhould  pay  the  greateft  honour  to  dogs. 
The  old  aftronomers  denominated  ftars 
after  their  name  ;  and  the  Egyptians  in 
particular,  a  fapient  and  venerable  peo- 
ple, worfhipped  a  dog  among  the  princi- 
pal of  their  divinities.  The  poets  repre- 
fr.nt  Diana  as  fpending  great  part  of 
her  life  among  a  pack  of  hounds,  which 
I  mention  for  the  honour  of  the  country 
gentlemen  of  Great  Britain}  and  we 
know  that  the  illuftrious  Thefeus  dedi- 
cated much  of  his  time  to  the  fame  com- 
panions. 

Julius  Pollux  informs  us,  that  the  art 
of  dyeing  purple  and  fcarlet  cloth  was  firft 
found  out  by  Hercules's  dog  ;  who,  rov- 
ing along  the  fea-coaft,  and  accidentally 
eating  of  the  fifli  Murex,  or  Purpura,  his 
lips  became  tinged  with  that  colour; 
from  whence  the  hint  was  firft  taken  of 
the  purple  manufacture,  and  to  this  lucky 
event  oiir  fine  gentlemen  of  the  army  are 
indebted  for  the  fcarlet  with  which  they 
fubdue  the  hearts  of  fo  many  fair  ladies. 

But  nothing  can  give  us  a  more  exalt- 
ed idea  of  thcfe  illuftrious  animals,  than 
to  confider,  that  formerly,  in  old  Greece, 
they  founded  a  fe£t  of  philofophy ;  the 
members  whereof  took  the  name  of  Cy- 
nicks,  and  were  glorioufly  ambitious  of 
aflimilating  themfelves  to  the  manners 
and  behaviour  of  that  animal,  from  whom 
they  derived  their  title. 

And  that  the  ladies  of  Greece  had  as 
great  fondnefs  for  them  as  the  fair-oj>es 
of  our  own  ilie,  may  be  collected  from  the 
ftory  which  Lucian  relates  of  a  certain 
philofopher,  wlio,  in  the  excefs  of  his 
complaifance  to  a  woman  of  f  afhion,  took 
up  her  FAVOURITE  LAP-DOG  one  day, 
attempting  to  carefs  and  kiisitj  but  the 


little  creature,  not  being  ufed  to  the  rude 
gripe  of  philofophick  hands,  found  his 
loins  affe&ed  in  liich  a  manner,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  water  the  fage's  beard,  as 
he  held  him  to  his  mouth  j  which  fo  dif-- 
compofed  that  principal,  if  not  only,  feat 
of  his  wifdom,  as  excited  laughter  in  all 
the  beholders. 

Such  was  the  reverence  paid  to  them 
among  the  nations  of  antiquity  ;  and  if 
we  defcend  to  later  times,  neither  there 
mail  we  want  examples  of  great  men's 
devoting  themfelves  to  dogs.  King 
Charles  the  Second,  of  pious  and  im- 
mortal memory,  came  always  to  his  coun- 
cil-board accompanied  with  a  favourite 
fpaniel ;  who  propagated  his  breed,  and 
SCATTERED  HIS  IMAGE  THROUGH 
THE  LAND,  almoft  as  extenfively  as  his 
royal  mailer.  Hisfucceflbr,  King  James, 
of  pious  and  immortal  memory  likewilb, 
was  diftinguiflied  for  the  fame  attach- 
ment to  thefe  four-footed  worthies  ;  and 
it  is  reported  of  him,  that  being  once  in  a 
dangerous  ftorm  at  fea,  and  obliged  to 
quit  the  (hip  for  his  life,  he  roared  aloud 
with  a  moft  vehement  voice,  as  his  prin- 
cipal concern,  to '  fave  the  dogs  and  Colo- 
'  nel  Churchill.'  But  why  need  we  multi- 
ply examples  ?  The  greateft  heroes  and 
beauties  have  not  been  alhamed  to  ereft 
monuments  to  them  in  their  gardens,  nor 
the  greateft  wits  and  poets  to  write  their 
epitaphs.  Biftiops  have  entrufted  them 
with  their  fecrets,  and  prime-uiinifters 
deigned  to  receive  information  from  them 
when  confpiracies  were  hatching  againft 
the  government.  Iflands  likewife,  as  well 
as  ftars,  have  been  called  after  their  names : 
fo  that  I  hope  no  one  will  dare  to  think 
me  idly  employed  in  compofing  the  fol- 
lowing work;  or  if  any  fuch  critick  mould 
be  found,  let  him  own  himfelf  ignorant 
of  ancient  and  modern  hiftory,  let  him 
confefs  himfelf  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
and  ungrateful  to  the  bcnefaflors  of  Great 
Britain. 

And  as  no  exception  can  reafonably 
be  taken  againft  the  dignity  of  my  hero, 
much  lefs  can  I  expect  any  will  arife 
againft  the  nature  of  this  work,  in  this 
life-writing  age  efpecially,  when  no  cha- 
racter is  thought  too  inconfiderable  to 
engage  the  publick  notice,  or  too  aban- 
doned to  he  fet  up  as  a  pattern  of  imita- 
tion. The  loweft  and  moft  contemptible 
vagrants,  parifli  -  girls,  chambermaids, 
pickpockets,  and  highwaymen,  find  hil- 
torians  to  record  their  praifes,  and  readers 
to  wonder  at  their  exploits.  Star-ga/cis, 
fuperannuated 
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fuperannuated  ftn.impets,quarrelling  lov- 
,  ers,  all  think  themi'clves  authorized  to 
appeal  to  the  puhlick,  and  to  write  apo- 
logies tor  their  lives.  Even  the  prilbns 
and  itews  are  ranfacked  to  find  materials 
for  novels  and  romances,  Thus  we  have 
feen  the  memoirs  of  a  lady  of  pleafure, 
and  the  memoirs  of  a  lady  of  quality, 
both  written  with  the  fame  publick-fpi- 
rited  aim  of  initiating  the  unexperienced 
part  of  the  female  iex  into  the  hidden 
myfteries  of  love ;  only  that  the  former 
work  has  rather  a  greater  air  of  chaftity, 
if  poflible,  than  the  latter.  And  I  am 
told,thatilluftrious  mimickMr.  F— ' — t, 
when  all  other  expedients  fail  him,  defigns, 
as  the  laft  effort  of  his  wit,  to  oblige  the 
world  with  an  accurate  hiltory  of  his  own 
lite  ;  with  which  view  one  may  fuppofe 
he  takes  care  to  chequer  it  with  fb  many 
extraordinary  occurrences,  and  felects 
iuch  adventures,  as  will  beft  i'erve  here- 
after to  amaze  and  aftonim  his  readers. 

This,  then,  being  the  cafe,  I  hope  the 
very  fuperiority  of  the  character  here 
treated  of  above  the  heroes  of  common 
romances,  will  procure  it  a  favourable 
reception ;  although,  perhaps,  I  may  fall 
fhort  of  my  great  contemporaries  in  the 
elegance  of  ftyle,  and  graces  of  language. 
For  when  f.ich  multitudes  of  lives  are 
daily  offered  to  the  publick,  written  BY 
the  SADDEST  DOGS, orOFthe  SADDEST 

DOGS,  of  the  times,  it  may  be  conli- 
ilered  as  fome  little  merit  to  have  chofen 
a  fubiect  worthy  the  dignity  of  hiftory ; 
in  which  fingle  view  I  may  be  allowed  to 
paragon  myfelf  with  the  incomparable 
writer  of  the  life  of  Cicero,  in  that  I  have 
deJerted  the  beaten  track  of  biographers, 
and  ventured  to  fhatch  a  laurel, 

'  tJnde  prius  null!  velarunt  tempora  mufae.' 

Having  detained  the  reader  with  this 
little  neceffary  introduction,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  open  the  birth  and  parentage  of 
my  Hero. 

CHAP.     II. 

THE  BIRTH,  PARENTAGE,  EDUCA- 
TION, AND  TRAVELS,  OF  A  LAP- 
DOG. 

POMPEY,  the  fon  of  Julio  and 
Phyllis,  was  born  A.  D.  1735,  at 
Bologna  in  Italy,  a  place  famous  for  lap- 
dogs  and  faufages.  Both  his  parents  were 


of  the  moft  iiluftrious  families,  defcend- 
ed  from  a  long  train  of  anceltors,  who 
had  figured  in  many  parts  of  Europe, 
and  lived  in  intimacy  with  the  greatelt 
men  of  the  times.  They  had  frequented 
the  chambers  of  the  proudeft  beauties, 
and  had  accefs  to  the  clolets  of  the  great- 
eft  princes.  Cardinals,  kings,  popes, 
emperors,  were  all  happy  in  their  ac- 
quaintance ;  ;:nd  I  am  told  the  elder 
branch  of  the  family  now  lives  with  his 
prelcnt  holinefs,  in  the  papal  palace  at 
Rome. 

But  Julio,  the  father  of  my  hero,  be- 
ing a  younger  brother  of  a  numerous  fa- 
mily, fell  to  the  fhare  of  an  Italian  no-  . 
bleman  at  Bologna,  who  was  about  this 
time  engaged  in  an  intrigue  with  a  cele- 
brated courtezan  of  the  place.  And 
little  Julio  often  attending  him  when  he 
made  his  vilits  to  her,  as  it  is  the  nature 
of  all  Icrvants  to  imitate  the  vices  of  their 
mafters,  he  alib  commenced  an  affair  of 
gallantry  with  a  favourite  little  bitch 
named  Phyllis,  at  that  time  the  darling, 
of  this  FILLE  DE  JOYE.  For  a  long 
while  me  rejected  his  courtlhip  with  dif- 
dain,and  received  him  with  that  coy nef's 
which  beauties  of  her  fex  know  very 
well  how  to  counterfeit;  but  at  length, 
in  a  little  clofet  devoted  to  Venus,  the 
happy  lover  accomplifhed  his  defires,  and 
Phyllis  foon  gave  figns  of  pregnancy. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  whether 
my  hero  was  introduced  into  the  world 
with  any  prodigies  preceding  his  birth; 
and  though  the  practice  of  molt  hiltori- 
ans  might  authorize  me  to  invent  them, 
I  think  it  moft  ingenuous  to  confefs,  as 
well  as  moft  probable  to  conclude,  that 
nature  did  not  put  herfelf  to  any  mira- 
culous expence  on  this  occafion.  Mira- 
cles areunqueftionablyceafed  in  this  cen- 
tury, whatever  they  might  be  in  fome 
former  ones  :  there  needs  no  Dr.  Mid- 
dleton  to  convince  us  of  this;  and  I  fcarce 
think  Dr.  Chapman  himlelf  would  h  ive 
the  hardinefs  to  fupport  me,  if  I  fhould 
venture  to  relate  one  in  the  preient  age. 

Be  it  fufucient  then  to  fay,  that  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  May,  N.  S.'  i735,Pom- 
pey  made  his  firft  appearance  in  the  world 
at  Bologna  ;  on  which  day,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  the  fun  fhone  jult  as  ufual, 
and  nature  wore  exactly  the  fame  afpeft 
as  upon  any  other  day  in  the  year. 

About  this  time  an  English  gentle- 
man, who  was  making  the  tour  of  Eu- 
rope, to  enrich  himfelf  in  foreign  man- 
B  nei'3 
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ners  and  foreign  cloaths,  happened  to  he 
ididing  at  Bologna.  And  as  orie  great 
end  of  modern  travelling  is  the  pkal'uie 
of  intriguing  \vit!i  women  of"  all  nations 
and  languages,  he  was  introduced  to  vi- 
fit  the  lady  above-mentioned,  who  was 
at  that  time  the  fashionable  and  foremoft 
courtezan  of  the  place.  Little  Pompey 
having  now  opened  his  eyes,  and  learned 
I  he  ufe  of  his  legs,  v/as  admitted  to 
frolick  about  the  room,  as  his  iniftreis 
i'.-t  at  her  toilette,  or  prefidcd  at  her  veri- 
table. On  thclb  occafions  her  gallants 
i.c  \  ;•;•  failed  to  play  with  him ;  and  many 
prcity  dialogues  often  arofe  concerning 
him,  which  might, perhaps, make  a  f.gv:'  .• 
in  a  modern  comedy..  ^Every  one  had 
ibnrething  to  lay  to  the  little  fcvouritc, 
who  feemcd  proud  to  be  taken  notice  of; 
and,  by  many  fignirkant  geftures,  would 
often  make  believe  he  underltood  the 
compliments  that  were  paid  him. 

But  nobody  dilttngnifhed  himfelf  more 
on  this  fubjeil  than  our  EnglHh  Hillario, 
who  had  now  made  a  ccniiidtrable  pry- 
grds  in  the  affcclions  of  hi's  miitrds  :  for 
partly  the  recommendation  of  hisperfon, 
out  chiefly  the  prof  u  lion  of  his  expeiices, 
made  htr  think  him  a  very  defireable 
lover;  and  as  (he  law  that  his  ruling 
paffion  was  vanity,  lhe  was  too  good  a 
diflerabjer,  and  too  much  a  milirefs  of 
htr  trade,  not  to  flatter  tlus  weaknefs  for 
hcr.own  ends.  This  Ib  elated  the  fpirits 
of  Hillari  >,thatheftirveyed  himfelf  every 
day  with  increalc  of  pier  Cure  ?.t  his  glafs, 
and  took  a  pride,  on  all  occafions,  to  mew 
how  much  he  was  diitinguilhed,  as  he 
thci;g!it,  above  any  of  her  ancient  ad- 
uiirei .;.  Refolving,  therefore,  to  out-do 
them  all  as  much  in  magnificence,  as  he 
imagined  he  did  in  the  fuccefs  of  his 
Jove,  he  was  continually  making  her  die 
nioit  coltly  preftnts  ;  p.nd,  among  other 
tilings,  preiented  malter  Pompey  with  a 
collar  ftudrle.l  with  diamonds.  This  fo 
tickled  the  little  animal's.  vanity,  being 
tlie  firll  ornament  he  had  ever  worn,  that 
lie  -.voiild  eat  bifcuit  from  Hi Ihrib's  hands 
wiih  twice  the  pleafure  with  which  he 
received  it  from  any  other  pedbn's;  while 
Hillnrio  made  him  tlie  occafion  of  con- 
veying indirect  compliments  to  his  mif- 
tit's.  Sometimes  he  would  fwear,  lie 
believed  it  was  in  her  power  to  impart 
bcailty  to  her  very  dogs ;  and  wlien  fhe 
fmiled  at  the  ftalenefs  of  the  conceii,  hi:, 
imagining  her  charmed  with  his  wit, 
v.-ouid  grow  tranlported  with  gaiety,  and 


pra&iie  all  the  fafhionahle  airs  tliat  cuC' 
torn  prefcnbes  to  an  intrigue. 

But  the  time  came,  at  length,  chat  this 
g-ty  gentleman  was  to  quit'tliis  icene  of 
his  pleafures,  and  go  in  queft  of  adven- 
nires  in  Ibrne  other  part  of  Italy.  No- 
thing delayed  him  but  the  fear  of  break- 
ing his  in ittrelsY  heart,  which  his  own- 
great  Icve  of  himlelf,  joined  with  the 
Ic'.-ming  love  (he  exprefledfor  him,  made 
him  think  a  very  likely  confequence :  the 
point,  therefoi-e,  was  to  reveal  his  inten- 
tions to  her  in  the  moll  tender  manner, 
and  reconcile  her  ro  tliis  terrible  event  as 
well  as  he  could.  "They  had  been  dining 
together  one  day  in  her  apartments;  and: 
Hillario,  after  dinner,  firlt  inlpiring  him- 
lelf with  a  ghis  of  Tokay,  began  to  curfe 
his  ftars  for  obliging  him  to  leave  Bo- 
logna, where  he  had  been  fo  divinely 
happy;  but  he  faid,  he  had  received  news 
of  his  father's  death,  and  was  obliged  to 
go  to  lettle  CURSED  ACCOUNTS  with 
his  mother  and  filters,  who  were  in  x 
hurry  for  their  CONFOUNDED  FOR- 
TUNES: and ,  after  many  other  flouri  (lies , 
concluded  his  rhapfody  with  rcqnefting 
to  take  little  Pompey  with  him  as  a  me- 
morial of  their  love.  The  lady  received 
this  news  with  all  the  artificial  allonim- 
ment  and  counterfeited  forrow  that  ladies 
of  her  profdTion  can  a  flu  me  whenever 
they  plcafe:  in  fhoit,  me  played  the 
farce  of  paflions  fo  well,  that  Hillario 
thought  her  very  life  depended  on  his 
prefence.  She  wept,  entreated,  threatened', 
fwore,  but  all  to  no  purpofe:  at  length* 
(hr  was  olii'-T-.l  to  f.ibmit,  on  condition 
that  llilb.rio  mould  give  her  a  gold- 
watch  in  cxcliange  fcr  her  favourite  dog; 
which  he  conlewttd  to  without  any  h-  - 
iitation. 

i'he  day  was  now  fixed  for  his  depar- 
ture ;  and  having  ordered  his  poft-cluuie 
to  wait  at  her  door,  he  went  in  the  morn- 
ing to  take  his  latt  farewel.  He  found 
her  at  her  tea-table  ready  to  receive  him, 
and1  little  Pompey  ntthrg  innocently  on 
the  fettee  by  his  miltrefs's  fide,  not  once 
fufpecHhg  wlxat  v.  as  about  to  happen  to 
him,  and  far  from  thinking  himlelf  on 
the  point  of  fo  long  a  journey :  for  nci- 
ther  dogs  nor  men  can  look  into  futurity, 
or  penetrate  the  deiigns  of  Fate.  Nay,  I 
have  been  told,  that  he  ate  his  breakfalt 
that  morning  with  more  than  ufual  tran- 
quillity ;  and  though  his  miltrefs  con- 
tiuu^d  to  cards  him,  and  lament  his  de- 
parture, he  neither  undedtood  the  mean- 


»    ftr   Art    <Wu.  Vv  HunC"!  •«'  <'"  Anjf.  7.  V«. 


POMPEY  THE  LITTLE. 


n 


ing  of  her  kifles,  .nor  greatly  returned 
inr  aifcclion.  At  length,  the  accom- 
plifhed  Hillario  taking  out  his  watch, 
and  ending  time  for  inn  tiding  on  his 
pJeafures,  lignified  he  mult  lie  gone  thiit 
moment.  Ravishing  therefore  -an  hivn- 
rfred  LUTes  from  his  miftrefs,  and  tak- 
ing up  little  Pcmpey  in  his  arms,  lie 
went  off  Iv.anminr  an  Italian  tur.e,  and, 
with  nn  air  of  affected  concern,  threw 
himielf  carclefsly  into  his  chaiie,;  from 
whence  Jookii\g  up  with  a  molancholy 
flirug  to  her  window,  and  mewing  the 
little  favourite  to  his  forfaken  miitrei's, 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  voice  of  the 
poftilion,  deiiring  to  he  informed  of  the 
route  he  was  to  take;  which  little  parti- 
cular this  well-bred  gentleman  hail  in  his 
hurry  forgot,  as  thinking  it,  perhaps,  of 
EO  great  confequence.  But  now  curling 
the  fellow  for  not  knowing  his  mind 
withoo.it  putting  him  to  the  trouble  of 
explaining  it — '  Damn  you,'  cries  he, 
'  drive  to  ihedevil  if  you  will,  for  I  (hall 
'  never  be 'happy  again  as  long  as  I 
*  breathe!'  Recollecting  liimftlf,  how- 
ever, upon  fecond  thoughts,  and  think- 
ing it  as  well  to  defer  that  journey  to 
fome  future  opportunity,  he  gave  his 
orders  for  •  ;  and  then  looking  ujp 
again  at  the  window,  and  bowing,  the 
port -chaiie  hurried  away,  whife  his 
charmer  flood  laughing  and  mimicking 
his  gellures. 

As  her  afreftion  for  him  was  wholly 
built  on  intereft,  of  courfe  it  ended  the 
yery  moment  (lie  loll  light  of  his  chaiie ; 
and  we,  may  conclude  his  for  her  had  net 
a  much  lodger  continuance:  for,  not- 
withftanding  the  proteftations  he  made 
of  keeping  her  dog  for  ever  in  remem- 
brance of  her,  little  Pcmpey  had  like  to 
have  been  left  behind  in  the  very  lir.lt 
day's  llage.  Hillario,  after  dinner,  had 
repofed  himielf  to  ileep  on  a  couch  in  the 
inn  ;  from  whence  being  awaked  with 
information  that  his  chaife  was  ready, 
and  waited  his  pleaiure  at  the  door,  he 
llarted  up,  difcharged  his  bill,  ami  was 
proceeding  on  his  journey,  without  once 
bellowing  a  thought  on  the  neglc&ed  fa- 
vourite. His  fervant,  however,  being 
Eiore  coniiderate,  brought  him,  and  de- 
livered him  at  the  chaile-door  to  his  ma- 
lic r;  who  cried  indolently — '  Bc^ad, 
'  that's  well  thought  on!'  called  him  a 
little  devil  for  giving  fo  much  trouble; 
and  then  drove  away  with  the  iitmolr  un- 
£oncemednels.  This  I  mention  to  ihew 


how  very  ftiort-lived  are  the  affections  of 
protelting  lovers. 

CHAP.     HI. 

OVR  HEAt)  ARRIVES  IN  ENGLAND— 
A  CONVERSATION  BETWEEN  TWO 
LADIES  CONCERNING  HIS  MA- 
STER. 

UT  as  it  istiottny  dcfigu  to  follow 
this  gentleman  through  his  tour, 
we  mud  be  -contented  to  pifs  -over  great- 
part  of  the  puppyhood  of  little  Pompey, 
till  the  lime  of  his  arrival  'at  London  ; 
only  it  may  he  of  importance  to  remem- 
ber, that,  in  his  paflage  from  Calais  to 
Dover,  he  was  extremely  lea- fick,  and 
twice  given  over  by  a  phyficinn  on  board ; 
but  iome  medicinal  applications,  toge-- 
ther  with  a  week's  confinement  in  his 
chamber,  after  he  came  to  town,  reltored 
him  1.0  liis  perfect:  health. 

Killr.rio  was  no  Iboner  landed,  than 
he  dilpatched  his  French  valet  to  Lon- 
<^on,  wjtli  orders  to  provide  him  hand- 
fame  lodgings  in  Pall  Mall,  or  fome  other 
grcst  llr-eet  near  ihe  com;  and  hrmfelf 
ftt  forwards  the  next  day  with  his  whole 
retinue.  Let  us  therefore  imagine  him 
arrived  and  fettled  in  his  new  apartments; 
let  us  fuppcfe  the  news -writers  to  have 
performed  :heii' duty,  and  all  the  import- 
ant world  of  drels  only,  as  i^ftial,  in  re- 
porting from  one  to  another,  thatHillario 
was  rett; rued  from  his  travels. 

As  lion  as  his  chelts  and  baggage 
were  arrived  in  tcwn,  his  ii:rvants  were 
all  employed  in  letting  forth  to  view,  ia 
his  anti-chiimber,  the  feveral  valuable 
curiosities  he  had  collected  ;  that  his  vi- 
litors  might  be  detail; .-d,  as  (hey  palTed 
through  it,  in  making '  obfervctions  on 
the  elegance  of  his  tafte.  For,  though 
drels  and  gallantry  were  his  principal 
ambition,  he  had  condescended,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  humour  of  the  times,  to 
confult  the  Ciceroni  at  Rome,  and  other 
places,  as  to  whnt  was  proper  to  be  pur- 
chafed,  iii  order  to  eftabliih  n  reputation 
forVeitu:  and  they  had  f'urnifhed  him 
accordingly,  ata  proportionable  expence, 
with  all  the  necefiai  y  rngftdients  of  mo- 
dern talte  ;  that  is  to  lay?  with  fingers 
and  toes  of  ancient  fta rues,  medals  bcar- 
hig  the  name  of  Reman  emperors  on 
their  inscriptions,  and  coj'ied  original 
pictures  of  all  the  great  mallets  and 
ichook  of  Italy.  1  hey  had  likewile 
B  z  taught 
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taught  him  a  fct  of  phrafes  and  obfer- 
vations  proper  to  be  made,  whenever  the 
converiation  mould  turn  upon  inch  fub- 
je£ts ;  which,  by  the  help  of  a  good  me- 
mory, he  tiled  with  tolerable  propriety : 
he  could  defcant,  in  terms  of  art,  on  rufts 
and  varniflies  j  and  defcribe  the  air,  the 
manner,  the  charafteriftick  of  different 
painters,  in  language  almoft  as  learned 
as  the  ingenious  writer  of  a  late  efiay. 
Here,  he  would  obferve,  the  drawing  is 
incorrect ;  there  the  attitude  ungraceful ; 
the  coltume  ill-preferved,  the  contours 
harfh,  the  ordonnance  irregular,  the  light 
too  ftrong,  the  made  too  deep ;  with  many 
other  aftecled  remarks,  which  may  be 
found  in  a  very  grave  Sententious  book 
of  morality. 

But  dreis,  as  we  before  obferved,  was 
his  darling  vanity;  and,  coni'equently, 
his  rooms  were  more  plentifully  fcattered 
with  cloaths  than  any  other  curiofity: 
there  all  the  pride  of  Paris  was  exhibited 
to  view ;  i'uits  of  velvet  and  embroidery, 
fword -hilts,  ved-heeled  flioes,  and  fnuff- 
bcxes,  lay  about  in  negligent  confufion. 
Nor  did  he  appear  with  lefs  eclat  with- 
out doors  ;  for  he  had  now  (hewn  his 
gilt -chariot  and  bay  horfes  in  all  the 
ftreets  cf  gay  retort,  and  was  allowed  to 
have  the  moil  fplendid,  brilliant  equipage 
in  London.  The  club  at  White's  foon 
voted  him  a  member  of  their  fraternity  ; 
and  there  began  a  kind  of  rivalry  among 
the  ladies  of  fafhion,  who  fliould  firft  en- 
gage him  to  their  aflemblies.  At  all 
toilettes  and  parties  in  the  morning,  who 
but  Hillario  ?  At  all  drums  and  diver- 
fions  in  the  evening,  who  but  Hillario  ? 
Nobody  came  into  the  fide-box  at  a  pby- 
houfe  with  fo  graceful  a  negligence ;  and 
it  was  on  all  hands  confefled,  that  he 
had  the  moft  accomplished  way  of  talk- 
ing nonfenfe  of  any  man  of  quality  in 
London. 

As  the  fafhionable  part  of  the  world 
are  glad  of  any  frefh  topick  of  converfa- 
tion  that  will  not  much  fatigue  their  un- 
clerftandings  ;  and  the  arrival  of  a  new 
fop,  'the  fight  of  a  new  chariot,  or  the 
appearance  of  a  new  famion,  are  all  ar- 
ticles of  the  higheft  importance  to  them ; 
it  could  not  be  otherwiie,  but  that  the 
mew  and  figure  which  Hillario  made 
mull  lupply  all  the  polite  circles  with 
matter  for  commendation  or  cenfure.  As 
a  little  Ipccimen  of  this  kind  of  conver- 
fationsmay,perhaps,  not  be  difagnjeable, 
I  will  beg  the  reader's  patience  a  mo- 
ment, to  relate  what  patted  oa  this,  fu 


between  Cleanthe  and  Cleora,  two  ladies 
of  eminence  and  diftiwclion  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  vanity.  The  former  was 
a  young  lady  of  about  fifty,  who  had 
out-lived  many  generations  of  beauties, 
yet  ftill  preferved  the  airs  and  behaviour 
of  fifteen  ;  the  latter,  a  celebrated  toaft, 
now  in  the  meridian  of  her  charms,  and 
giddy  with  the  admiration  flie  excited. 
Theie  two  ladies  had  been  for  fome  time 
pait  engaged  in  aftrift  female  friend/hip, 
and  were  now  fitting  down  to  fupper  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  to  talk  over  the 
important  follies  of  the  day.  They  had 
played  at  cards  that  evening  at  four  dif- 
ferent aflemblies,  left  their  names  each  of 
them  at  near  twenty  doors,  and  taken 
half  a  turn  round  Ranelagh,  where  the 
youngeft  had  been  engaged  in  a  very 
fmart  exchange  of  bows,  fmiles,  and 
compliments,  with  Hillario.  This  had 
been  obferved  by  Cleanthe,  who  was  at 
the  fame  place,  and  envied  her  the  many 
civilities  flie  received  from  a  gentleman 
fo  fplendidly  dreffed,  whofe  embroidery 
gave  a  peculiar  poignancy  to  his  wit. 
Wherefore,  at  fupper,  flie  began  to  vent 
her  fpite  againft  him,  telling  Cleora  flie 
wondered  how  (he  could  liften  to  the  im- 
pertinence of  fuch  a  coxcomb.  '  Surely,* 
faid  flie,  '  you  cannot  admire  him !  For 
'  my  part,  I  am  amazed  at  people  for 
'  calling  him  handlbme !  Do  you  really 
'  think  him,  my  dear,  fo  agreeable  as  the 
'  town  generally  makes  him  ?'  Cleora,. 
hefitating  a  moment,  replied,  flie  did  not 
well  know  what  beauty  was  in  a  man. 

*  To  be  fure,'  added  flie,  '  if  one  ex- 

*  amines  his  features  one  by  one,  one 
'  fees  nothing  very  extraordinary  in  him ; 
'  but,  all  together,  he  has  an  air,  and  a 
'  manner,  and  a  notion  of  things,  my 

*  dear:  he  is  lively,  and  airy,  and  en- 
'  gaging,    and  all  tl'at;    and  then  his 
'  drefles  are  quite  charming!'-— '  Yes,' 
faiil  Cleanthe,  '  that  may  be  a  very  good 

*  recommendation  of  his  taylor;  and  if 

*  one  defigns  to  marry  a  ftnt  of  velvet, 
'  why  nobody  better  than  Hillario!  How 
'  fliould  you  like  him  for  a  hufband, 

*  Cleora?' — 'Faith,'  faid  Cleora,  fmil- 
ing,  '  I  never  once  thought  ftrioufly  up- 
'  on  the  fubjeft  in  my  life:  but  furcly, 
'  my  dear,  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  fancy 
'  and  tafte  in  drels ;    in  my  opinion,  a 
'  man  fliews  his  parts  in  nothing  more 

*  than  in  the  choice  of  his  cloaths  and 
'  °M   'l)age>1 — '  Why,  to  be  fure,'  faid 
Cleantne,  '  the  man  has  fomething  of  a 
'  notion  at  drcfs,  I  confefs  it }  yet,  me- 

*  thinks., 
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'  thinks,  I  could  make  an  alteration  for 
*  the  better  in  his  liveries.'  Then  began 
a  very  curious  conversation  on  moulder- 
knots  5  and  they  ran  over  all  the  liveries 
In  town,  commending  one,  and  difliking 
another,  with  great  nicety  of  judgment. 
From  moulder-knots  they  proceeded  to 
the  colour  of  coach-horfes  j  and  Ck-anthe, 
revolving  to  diilike  Hillario'S  equipage, 
afked  her  if  (he  did  not  prefer  greys  to 
bays.    Cleora  anfwered  in  the  negative; 
and  the  clock  itnick  one  before  they  had 
decided  this  momentous  queftion;  which 
was  contefted  with  fo  much  earneftnefs, 
that  both  of  them  were  beginning  to 
grow  angry,  and  to  fay  ill-natured  things, 
had  not  a  new  topick  arifen  to  divert  the 
difcourfe.    His  chariot  came  next  under 
confuleration,  and  then  they  returned  to 
{peculate  his  drefs;  and  when  they  had 
fully  exhaulfed  all  the  external  accom- 
pli fhments  of  a  hufband,   they  vouch- 
fafecl,  at  lad,  to  come  to  the  qualities  of 
the  mind.  Cleora  preferred  a  man  who 
had  travelled  :  '  Becaufe,'  faid  fhe,  '  he 
has  feen  the  world,  and  mull  be  ten 
thoufand  times  more  agreeable  and  en- 
tertaining than  a  dull  home  -  bred  fel- 
low, who  has  never  improved  himi'elf 
by  feeing  things.'    But  Cleanthe  was 
of  a  different  opinion ;  alledging  vhat  this 
would  only  give  him  a  greater  conceit  of 
himfelf,  and  make  him  kfs  manageable 
by  a  wife.     Then  they  fell  to  abufing 
matrimony,    numbered  over  the  many 
unhappy  couples  of  their  acquaintance, 
and  both  of  them,  for  a  moment,  reiblved 
to  live  fmgle :  but  thofe  refolutions  were 
foon  exploded.  '  For  though,'  faid  Cle- 
anthe, '  I  mould  prefer  a  friendship  with 
an  agreeable  man  far  beyond  ma;  tying 
him  5  yet,   you  know,  my  dear,  WE 
GIRLS  are  under  fo  many  reltraints,, 
that  one  muft  wifh  for  a  hufband,  if  it 
be  only  for  the  privilege  of  going  into 
publick  places,  without  the  protection 
of  a  married  -  woman  along  with  one, 
to  give  one  countenance.'  Cleora  rail- 
lied  the  expreflion  of  WE  GIRLS,  which 
again  had  like  to  have  bred  a  quarrel  be- 
tween them  ;  and  foon  afterwards,  hap- 
pening to  lay  me  fhould  like  to  dance 
with  Hillario  at  the  next  ridotta,  Cle- 
anthe, notwithllanding  the  indifference 
fhe  had  hitherto  exprefled  towards  him, 
could  not  help  declaring,  that  fhe  fhould 
be  pleafed  alfo  to  have  him  for  a  partner. 
This  ftirred  up  a  warmer  altercation  than 
any  that  had  yet  ariien ;  and  they  con- 
tended with  fuch  vehemence  for  this  dii- 


tant  imaginary  happinefs,  which  perhaps 
might  happen  to  neither  of  them,  that 
they  grew  quite  unappeafeable ;  and,  in 
the  end,  departed  to  bed  with  as  much 
malice  and  enmity  as  if  the  one  had  made 
an  attempt  on  the  other's  life. 


CHAP.    IV. 

ANOTHER  CONVERSATION  BE~ 
TWEEN  HILLARIO  AND  TWO 
LADIES  OF  QUALITY. 

>UR  hero  was  now  perfectly  reco- 
vered from  the  indifpofition  hinted 
at  in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
chapter,  and  pretty  well  reconciled  to 
the  air  of  England  j  but  as  yet  he  had 
mr.de  few  acquaintances  cither  with  gen- 
tlemen of  his  own  or  a  different  fpecies, 
being  lUdom  permitted  to  expatiate  be- 
yond Hillario's  lodgings  ;  where  his  chief 
atnufement  was  to  ftand  with  his  fore- 
paws  up  in  the  window,  and  contem- 
plate the  cpaches  that  pafl'cd  through  the 
Itreet. 

Iiut  Fortune,  who  had  deftined  him  to 
a  great  variety  of  adventures,  no  Iboner 
bbferved  that  he  was  fettled,  and  began 
to  grow  cilablilhed  in  his  new  apart- 
ments, than  flie  determined,  according 
to  her  ulual  inconftancy,  to  beat  up  his 
quarters,  anu  provide  him  a  new  habi- 
tation. 

llilhr.o  and  his  little  dog  were  mak- 
ing a  vi::t  one  morning  to  a  lady  cf 
quality  at  her  toilette;  where  they  had 
riot  been  long,  before  another  lady  of 
the  f.inie  rank  entered  the  room,  and 
joined  the  converfation.  It  turned,  as  I 
have  bt-c-n  told,  on  the  Italian  opera, 
which  they  all  declared  to  he  the  molt 
fuMime  entertainment  in  life;  when,  on 
a  fudden,  little  Pompey  leaped  up  into 
his  mailer's  lap.  Lady  Tempeft  (that 
was  the  name  of  the  lady  lalt  arrived) 
no  fooner  law  him,  than,  addrefling  her- 
felf  to  his  under  with  the  cafe  and  fami- 
liarity of  modern  bifctJciihg — '  Hillario,' 
faid  fhe,  '  where  the  devil  did  you  get 
'  that  pretty  dog?' — '  This  dog,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  c:icd  Hillario,  '  Oh  1'amour!— 
'  thereby  hangs  a  tale — This  dog,  Ma- 
'  dam,  once  belonged  to  a  woman  of  the 
'  fir!!  fafhion  in  Italy,  the  nneft  creatr.re, 
'  I  think,  that  ever  my  eyes  yet  beheld ! 
'  Such  avfiiape,  and  fuch  an  air!'  Then 
ran  he  into  the  moil  extravagant  enco- 
miums on  her  beauty;  and,  aft.r  drop- 
ping 
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ping  many  hints  of  an  intrigue,  to  a- 
waken  the  ladies  curiofity,  and  make 
them  enquire  into  the  particulars  of  the 
ftory,  concluded  with  deiiring  them  to 
nccnfe  him  from  proceeding  any  farther, 
for  he  thought  it  the  higheft  injury  to  be- 
tray a  lady's  fecrets.  '  Nay/  faid  Lady 
Tempelt,  '  it  can  do  her  reputation  no 
'  hint  to  tdl  tales  of  her  in  England ; 
'  aud  bolides,  Hillario,  if  you  acquitted 
'  yonrfelf  with  fpirit  and  gallantry  in  tV.e 

*  affair,  who  knows  but  we  mall  like 

*  you  the  better  after  we  have  heard 
4  your  ftory?' — '  Well,'  laid  he,  '  on 
'  that  condition,    my  dear  countefs,  I 
'  wili  confefs  the  truth.     I  had  an  affair 
'  with  this  lady  ;  and,  I  think,  none  of 

*  my  amours  ever  afforded  me  greater 
'  transport:  but  the  eyes  of  a  luiflxind 
'  will  officioufly  be  pvying  into  things 
'  that  do  not  concern  the;n.     Her  jea- 
'  lous-pated   booby   furprizcd   us   one 
'  evening  in  a  little  familiar  dalliance; 

*  and,  pox  take  him!  lent  me  a  chal- 
'  lengc  the  next  morning.' — '  Blefs  us !' 
faid  Lady  Tempell ; .'  and  what  became 
<  of  it?'  — <  Why,'  cries  Hillario,  '  I 

*  would  willingly  have  warned  my  hands 

*  of  the  fellow  if  I  could ;  for  I  thought 
1  it  but  a  filly  buiincfs  to  hazai-d  one's 

*  life  with  fo  ridiculous  an  animal  ;  but, 
'  curfe  the  blockhead  !  he  could  not  un- 
'  derftand  ridicule.     You  mult  know, 

*  Madam,  I  lent  him' for  sn'wer,  vvirh 
'•  the   greateft  eafe  imaginable,    (quite 

*  compofed  as  I  am  at  this  moment)  that 
'  I  had  fb  prodigious  a  cold,  it  would 

*  be  imprudent  to  light  abroad  in  the 
'  open  air;  hut  if  he  would  have  a  fire 

*  in  his  belt  apartment,  and  a  bottle  of 
'  Burgundy  ready  for  me  on  the  table, 
'  after  I  had  gone  through  the  fatigue 
'  of  killing  him,  I  was  at  his  fervice  as 

*  foon  as  lie  pleafcd  ;  meaning,  you  fee, 
'  to  have  turned  the  affair  off  with  a 
c  joke,  if  the  fellow  hail  been  capable  of 
'  tailing  ridicule/  — '  But  that  ftrata- 
'  gem,'  replied  Lady  Temper},  '  I  am 

*  afraid,  did  not  fucceed ;    the  man,  I 

*  ddubt,  was  Too  dull  to  apprehend  your 
'  raillery.' — '  Dull  as  a  beetle,  Madam !' 
faid  Hillario ;    '  the  monger  continued 
'  ohltinatc,  and  repeated  his  cha: 

'  When,  thercfoiT,  I  found  nothing  clfe 
c  would  do,  I  reiblved  to  meet  him  ac- 

*  cording  to  his  appointment ;  and  there 
'  — in  fhort — Ha  !  ha !  I  (hall  never  for- 
'  get  how  he  looked — in  Ihort,  not  to 
'  trouble   your  ladyfhips  with  a  long, 

*  tedious  defoliation — liar,  him  through 


'  the  body.'  Both  the  ladies  burft  out 
a  laughing  at  this  rtory,  which  they  mod 
juftly  concluded  to  be  a  lye  ;  and,  after 
entertaining  themlelves  with  many  plea- 
fant  remarks  upon  it,  one  of  them  laid 
with  a  fmile — '  But  what  is  this  to  the 
<  dog,  Hillario  ?'— <  The  dog,  Madam,' 
ani\vv.Tcd  he,  '  O  pardon  me — In  mean- 
ing to  the  dog  immediately. — Come 
hither,  Pojnpey,  and  lifttn  to  your  own 
ftoiy. — This  dog,  Madam — this  very 
little  dog — had  at  that  time  the  honour 
of  waiting  on  the  dear  woman  I  have 
been  describing  i  ami  as  the  noile  of 
my  duel  obliged  me  to  quit  Bologna, 
I  lent  her  private  notice  of  my  inten- 
tions, and  begged  her  by  any  means 
to  favour  me  with  an  interview  before 
my  departure.  The  montter  her  luif- 
band,  who  then  lay  on  his  death-bed, 
immured  her  fo  clolely,  that  you  may 
imagine  it  was  very  difficult  to  gratify 
my  del  ires :  but  love,  immortal  love, 
gave  her  courage;  (he  lent  me  a  pri- 
vate key  to  get  admilTion  into  her  gar- 
dtn,  and  appointed  me  an  alHgnation 
in  an  orange -grove  at  nine  in  the  even- 
ing. I  flew  to  the  dear  creature's  arms, 
and  fpent  an  hour,  with  her  in  the 
greateft  rapture,  till  it  grew  danger- 
ous and  imnoflible  to  (lay  any  longer, 
O  mon  creiir !  then  we  kneeled  dowa 
both  of  us  on  the  cold  ground,  and  fa- 
luted  one  another,  for  the  laft  time,  on 
our  knees.  D — mn'd  malicious  Fate 
tore  me  at  length  from  her  arms  ;  and 
(he  gave  me  this  dog — this  individual 
little  dog — to  cany  with  me  as  a  me- 
morial of  her  love.  The  poor,  dear, 
tender  woman  died,  I  hear,  within  three 
weeks  after  my  departure! — But  this 
dog,  this  divine  little  dog,  will  I  keep 
everlafting-ly  for  her  fake!' 
When  the  lad  its  had  heard  him  to  an 
nd— '  Well,'  faid  Lady  Tcmpeft,  'you 
have  really  told  a  very  pretty  ftory, 
Hillario:  but  as  to  your  refutations 
of  keeping  the  dog,  I  fwear  you  (hall 
break  them  ;  for  I  had  the  misfortune 
the  other  day  to  lofe  my  favourite  black 
fpaniel  of  the  mange,  and  I  intend 
you  fliall  give  me  this  little  dog  to 
lupply  his  place.' — '  Not  for  the  uni- 
veife,  Madam!'  replied  Hillario;  '  I 
fhould  expert  to  fee  his  dear  injured 
miflrcfs's  ghoft  haunting  me  in  my 
fleep  to-night,  if  I  could  be  guilty 
of  fuch  an  aft  of  infidelity  to  lur!'— 
Pugh!'  faid  the  lady,  '  do  not  tell  me 
of  fuch  ridiculous  I'uperftitiuus  trum- 
«  peryl 
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*  pcry !  You  no  more  came  by  the  dog 

*  in  this  manner,  llillario,  than  you  will 

*  fly  to  the  moon  to-night.  Bur,  look-'e, 
'  make  no  preambles ;  for  I  politicly 

*  mult  and  will  take  him   home  with 
«  me.'—'  Madam,'  laid  Hillario,  '  this 
'  little  dog  is  facred  to  love:    he  was 
'  born  to  be  the  herald  of  love;  and 

*  there  is  but  one  coniideration  in  nature 

*  that  can  poffibly  induce  me  to  part  -with 
«  it.* — «  And  what  is  that?'  laid  the 
lady.     *  That,  Madam,'  cries  Hillario, 
bowing,  '  is  the  honour  of  tinting  him 
«  at  all  hours  in  his  new  apartments :  he 
'  muft  be  the  herald  of  love  wherever  he 

*  goes,  on  theie  conditions.    If  you  wifl 

*  now  and  then  admit  me  of  your  retire- 

*  ments,   little  Pompey  waits  your  ac- 
'  ceptanee  as  foon  you  pleafe.' — '  Well,' 
laid  the  lady,  fmiling,  '  youknov/  I  cm 
'  not  inexorable,  Hiflario;  '  and,  if  you 
'  have  a  mind  to  viiit  your  little  friend 
'  at  my  n.ielle,  you  will  find  him  ready 

*  to  receive  you :    though,  faith,  upon 

*  fecond  thoughts,  I  know  not  whether 
'  I  dare  admit  you  or  not.  You  arc  fuch 

*  a  killer  of  hu&ar.ds,  Hillario,  that  it  is 
'  quite  terrible  to  think  on !  and  if  mine 
f  was  not  conveniently  removed  out  of 
'  the  way,  I  mould  have  tae  poor  man 

*  facrificed  for  his  jealoufy!' — '  Rail- 

*  leiy !  raillery '!'  returned  Hillario :  '  but 

*  as  you  fay,  my  dear  countels,  your 

*  monfter  is  commodioufly  out  of  the 
'  way ;  anil  therefore  we  need  be  under 
'  no  appreheniions  from  that  quarter, 

*  for  I  hardly  believe  he  will  rile  out  of 
'  his  grave  to  interrupt  our  amours  ?' — 
4  Amours  I'    cried  the  lady,  lifting  up 
her  voice ;  *  pi'ay»  what  have  I  laid  that 

*  encourages  you  to  talk  of  naiours  ?' 
From  this  time  the  converfation  bewail 

to  grow  much  too  loole  to  be  reported  in 
this  work :  they  congratulated  each  other 
on  the  felicity  of  living  in  an  age  that 
allows  fuch  indulgence  to  women,  and 
gives  them  leave  to  break  loore  from 
their  hufbands,  whenever  they  grow  mo - 
rofe  and  difagreeable,  or  attempt  to  in- 
terrupt their  pieafii'i  es .  From  hence  they 
relapfed  again  into  a  dilcourte  on  the 
Italian  opera;  and  thence  made  a  quick 
transition  to  ladies  painting.  This  was 
no  fooner  ftarted,  than  Killario  begged 
leave  to  prefent  the  lady  of  the  houfe 
with  a  box  of  Rouge,  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  France,  afiuring 
her  that  the  ladies  were  arrived  at  fuch 
an  excellency  of  ufing  it  at  Paris,  as  to 
confound  all  diuincYion  of  age  and  beauty , 


'  I  proteft  to  your  ladyfhip,'  continued 
he,  '  it  is  impoffible  at  any  diftance  to 
diftingiiifh  a  woman  of  fixty  from  a 
girl  of  fixteen ;  ami  I  have  ieen  an  old 
dowager  in  the  oppoiite  box  at  their 
play-heufe,  make  as  good  a  figure, 
and  look  as  blooming,  as  the  yovmgdfc 
beauty  in  the  place.  Nothing  In  na- 
ture is  there  required  to  make  a  woman 
handlbme  but  eyes.  If  a  woman  has 
but  eyes,  (lie  may  be  a  beauty  when- 
ever me  pleafes,  at  the  expence  of  a 
couple  of  guineas.  Teeth  and  hair,  and 
eye -brows  and  complexions,  are  all 
as  cheap  as  fans,  and  gloves,  and  rib- 
bands.' 

While  this  ingenious  orator  was  pnr- 
fuing  his  eloquent  harangue  on  beauty. 
Lady  Tempeft,  looking  at  her  watch,  de- 
clared ft  was  time  to  be  going  j,  for  me 
had  ieven  or  eight  vifits  more  to  make 
that  morning,  and  it  was  then  almol't 
three  in  the  afternoon.  Little  Pompey, 
who  had  abicnted  himfelf  during  great 
part  of  the  preceding  converfation,  as 
thinking  it,  perhaps,  above  the  reach  of 
his  undu  Handing,  was  now  ordered  to 
be  produced  ;  and  the  moment  he  made 
his  appearance,  Lady  Tcmpett  catching 
him  up  in  her  arixs,  was  conducted  by 
Hillario  into  her  chair,  which  flood  at  the 
door  waiting  her  commands.  Thus  out- 
hero,  with  three  footmen  fore -running 
his  equipage,  fet  out  in  triumph  for  his 
new  apartments. 


CHAP.     V. 

THE  CHARACTER.  OF  LADY  TEM- 
PEST, WITH  SOME  PARTICULARS. 
OF  HER  SERVANTS  AND  FAMILY. 

THE  fudJcn  appearance  of  this. la- 
dy, with  whom  our  hero  is  now 
about  to  take  up  his  refidence,  may  per- 
haps excite  the  reader's  curiofity  to  know 
who  fiie  is;  and  therefore,  before  we 
proceed  any  farther  in  our  hiliory, .  vre 
mail  fpend  a  page  or  two  in  bringing  hint 
acquainted  with  her  character.  But  Itt 
me  admonifh  thee,  my  gentle  friend, 
whofoever  tliou  ait  that  malt  vouchfafe 
to  perufe  this  little  treatiic,  net  to  hi 
too  forward  in  making  applications,  or 
to  conftrue  latire  into  libel :  for  we  de- 
.clare  here,  once  for  all,  that  no  charac- 
ter drawn  in  this  work  is  intended  for  any 
particular  perlbn,  but  meant  to  compre- 
hend a  great  variety;  and  therefore,  if 
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thy  fagacity  difcovers  likeneffes  that  were 
never  intended,  and  meanings  that  were 
never  meant,  be  fo  good  to  impute  it  to 
thy  own  ill-nature,  and  accufe  not  the 
humble  author  of  thefe  meets.  Taking 
this  caution  along  wil-i  thee,  candid 
reader,  we  may  venture  to  truil  thee  with 
a  character,  which otherwife  we  mould  be 
afraid  to  draw. 

Lady  Tempeft  then  was  originally 
daughter  to  a  private  gentleman  of  a  mo- 
derate fortune,  which  (he  was  to  mare  in 
common  with  a  brother  and  two  other 
fitters:  but  her  wit  and  beauty  loon  dif- 
tinguimed  her  among  her  acquaintance, 
and  recompenfed  the  deficiencies  of  for- 
tune. She  was  a  free-hearted,  fprightly, 
jovial  girl,  very  chearful  in  her  ccnver- 
fation,  and  open  in  her  behaviour;  ready 
to  promote  any  party  of  pleafure,  and 
not  difpleafed  now  and  then  to  be  afiiil- 
ant  in  a  little  mifchief.  This  made  her 
company,  courted  by  men  of  all  (bits  ; 
among  whom  her  affability  and  fpirit,  as 
well  as  her  beauty,  procured  her  many 
admirers.  At  length  (he  was  folicited  in 
marriage  by  a  young  lord,  famous  for 
nothing  but  his  great  eftate,  and  far  her 
inferior  in  under  (landing:  but  the  advan- 
tageoufnefs  of  the  match  foon  prevailed 
with  her  parents  to  give  their  conCent, 
and  the  thoughts  of  a  title  Ib  dazzled  her 
own  eyes,  that  me  had  no  leiiure  to  afk 
herfelf  whether  (he  liked  the  man  or  no 
that  wore  it.  His  lordfliip  married  for  the 
fake  of  begetting  an  heir  to  his  eftate; 
and  married  her  in  particular,  becaufe  he 
had  heard  her  toafted  as  a  beauty  by  moft 
of  his  acquaintance.  She,  on  the  con- 
trary, married  becaufe  (he  wanted  a  huf- 
band;  and  married  him,  becaufe  he  could 
give  her  a  title  and  a  coach  and  fix. 

But,  al.is !  there  is  this  little  misfor- 
tune attending  matrimony,  that  people 
cannot  live  together  any  time,  without  dif- 
covering  each  other's  tempers.  Famili- 
arity foon  draws  afide  the  ma(k,  and  all 
that  artificial  complaifance  and  fmiling 
good  humour,  which  make  fo  agreeable 
a  part  of  courtfhip,  go  off  like  April  blof- 
foms,  upon  a  longer  acquaintance.  The 
year  was  fcarce  endtd  before  her  young 
ladyfhip  was  furprized  to  find  (he  had 
married  a  FOOL;  which  little  circuin- 
ftance  her  vanity  had  concealed  from  her 
before  marriage,  and  the  hurry  and  tran- 
fport  (he  felt  in  a  new  equipage  did  not 
i'uffei  her  to  attend  to  for  the  firil  half-year 
afterwards.  But  now  (he  began  to  doubt 
whether  (he  had  not  made  an  unhappy 


bargain  for  life,  and  confultingwith  Tome 
of  her  female  intimates  about  it,  (f!\vial 
of  whom  were  married)  (he  received  iuch 
documents  from  them,  as  I  am  afraid  did 
not  a  little  contribute  to  prepare  her  for 
the  iteps  (he  afterwards  took. 

Her  hu(band  too,  though  not  very  quick 
of  difcernment,  had  by  this  time  found 
out,  that  his  wife's  fpirit  and  romantick 
difpofition  were  inconfiftent  with  his  own 
gloom ;  which  gave  new  clouds  to  his 
temper,  and  he  often  curfed  himfelf  in 
fecret  for  marrying  her. 

They  foon  grew  to  reveal  thefe  thoughts 
to  one  another,  both  in  words  and 
actions;  they  fat  down  to  meals  with  in- 
difference; they  went  to  bed  with  indif- 
ference ;  and  the  one  was  always  fure  to 
diflike  what  the  other  at  any  time  feemed 
to  approve.  Her  ladymip  had  recourfe 
to  the  common  expedient  in  thele  cafes, 
I  mean  the  getting  a  female  companion 
into  the  houfe  with  her,  as  well  to  relieve 
her  from  the  tedioufnefs  of  fitting  down 
to  meals  alone  with  her  hufband,  as  chiefly 
to  hear  her  complaints,  and  fpirit  her  up 
again  ft  her  fool  and  tyrant,  the  names 
by  which  (he  ulually  (poke  of  h^r  lord 
and  matter.  When  no  fuch  female  com- 
panions, or  more  properly  TOAD-EAT- 
ERS, happened  to  be  prefent,  (he  chole 
rather  to  divert  herfelf  with  a  little  fa- 
vourite dog,  than  to  murder  any  of  her 
precious  time  in  converting  with  her  luif- 
band.  This  his  lordihip  obferved,  and 
befides  many  fcvere  reflections  and  crofs 
fpeeches,  at  length  he  wreaked  his  ven- 
geance en  the  little  favourite,  arid  in  a 
paflion  put  him  to  death.  This  was  an 
affair  fo  heinous  in  the  lady's  own  efteem, 
and  pronounced  to  be  fo  BARBAROUS, 
fo  SHOCKING,  fp  INHUMAN,  by  all  her 
acquaintance,  that  (he  refolved  no  longer 
to  keep  any  tenns  with  him,  and  from 
this  moment  grew  dslperate  in  all  her 
aclions. 

Firll  then,  (he  refolved  to  fupply  the 
place  of  one  favourite  with  a  great  nuin-. 
ber,  and  immediately  procured  as  many 
dogs  into  the  family  as  it  could  well  hold. 
His  lordfhip,  in  return,  would  order  his 
fervant  to  hang  two  or  three  of  them  every 
week,  and  never  failed  kicking  them 
down  (lairs  by  dozens,  whenever  they 
came  in  his  way.  When  this  and  many 
other  ftratagems  had  been  tried ,  fume  with 
good  and  fome  with  bad  fuccefs,  (he  came 
at  laft  to  play  the  great  game  of  female  re  - 
fentment,  and  by  many  intimations  gave 
him  to  miftruft,  that  a  ftranger  had  in- 
vaded 
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va3e;I  his  bed.  Whether  this  was  real 
or  only  an  artifice  of  fpite,  his  lordfhip 
could  never  difcover,  and  therefore  we 
/hall  not  indulge  the  reader's  curiofity, 
by  letting  him  into  the  fecret :  but  the 
bare  apprehenfion  of  it  fo  inflamed  his 
choler,' that  her  company  now  became  in- 
tolerable to  him,  and  indeed  their  meet- 
ings were  dreadful  to  themlHves,  and  ter- 
rible to  all  beholders.  Their  fervants  ufetl 
to  ftand  at  the  door  to  lilten  to  their  quar- 
rels, and  then  charitably  difperfe  the  fub- 
jefts  of  them  throughout  the  town ;  fo 
that  all  companies  now  rang  of  Lord 
and  Lady  Tempelt.  But  this  could  not 
continue  long;  for  indifference  may  fome- 
times  be  borne  in  a  married  ftate,  but  in- 
dignation and  hatred  I  believe  never  can$ 
and  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  their 
quarrels  might  have  produced,  had  not  his 
iordlhip  very  feafonably  died,  and  left,  his 
DISCONSOLATE  WIDOW  to  bear  about 
the  mockery  of  woe  to  all  publick  places 
for  a  year. 

She  now  began  the  world  anew  on  her 
own  foundation,  and  let  fail  down  the 
ihvam  of  pleafure,  without  the  fears  of 
virginity  to  check  her,  or  the  influence  of 
a  hufband  to  controul  her.  Now  me  re- 
covered that  fprightlinefs  of  converfation 
and  gaiety  of  behaviour,  which  had  been 
clouded  during  the  latter  pait  of  her  co- 
habition  with  her  hufband ;  and  was  foon 
cried  up  for  the  greatelt  female  wit  in 
London.  Men  of  gallantry,  and  all  the 
world  of  pleafure,  had  eafy  accefs  to  her; 
and  malicious  fame  reports,  that  fhe  was 
not  over  hard-hearted  to  the  felicitations 
of  love;  but  far  be  it  from  us  to  report 
any  fuch  improbable  fcandal.  What 
gives  her  a  place  in  this  hiftory,  is  her 
fondnefs  for  dogs,  which  from  her  child- 
hood me  loved  exceedingly,  and  was  1'el- 
dom  without  a  little  favourite  to  carry 
about  in  her  arms :  but  from  the  moment 
that  her  angry  hufband  facrificed  one  of 
them  to  his  refentment,  me  grew  more 
pallionately  fond  of  them  than  ever,  and 
new  conftantly  kept  fix  or  eight  of  vari- 
ous kinds  in  her  houfe.  About  this  time, 
one  of  her  greateft  favourites  had  the  mil- 
fortune  to  die  of  the  mange,  as  was  above 
commemorated;  and  when  me  faw  little 
Pompey,  fhe  refolved  immediately  to  be- 
Itow  the  vacancy  upon  him,  which  that 
well-bred  gentleman  contented  to  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  as  the  reader  has  leen  in 
in  the  foregoing  chapter. 

She  returned  home  from  her  vifit  juft 
as  the  clock  was  (hiking  four,  and  after 


furveying  herfelf  a  tnomrnt  in  the 
and  a  litrle  adjuring  her  hair,  went  di- 
rectly to  introduce  matter  Pompev  to 
his  companions.  Thele  were,  an  Italian 
greyhound,  a  Dutch  pug,  two  black  Jpa- 
niels  of  King  Charles's  breed,  a  harle- 
quin greyhound,  a  fpotted  Dane,  and  a 
moufe-coloured  Englifh  bull-dog.  They 
heard  their  miftrefs's  rap  at  the  door,  ar.d 
were  aflernbled  in  the  dining-room,  readv 
to  receive  her:  but  en  the  appearance  o'f 
matter  Pompey,  they  let  up  a  general 
bark,  perhaps  ont  of  envyj  and  tome  of 
them  treated  the  little  ftranger  with  rather 
more  rudenefs  tlian  was  coniiitent  with 
dogs  of  their  education.  However,  the 
lady  toon  interpofed  her  authority,  and 
commanded  filence  among  them,  by 
ringing  a  little  bell,  which  fhe  kept  by  her 
for  that  purpofe.  They  all  obeyed  the 
fignal  inltantly,  and  were  ItiJl  in  a  mo- 
ment; upon  which  fhe  carried  little  Pom- 
pey round,  and  obliged  them  all  to  falutc 
their  new  acquaintance,  at  the  fame  time 
commanding  fome  of  them  to  afk  psrdon 
for  their  unpolitebehavioiir;  which  whe- 
ther they  underttood  or  not,  mint  be  left 
to  the  reader's  detennination.  S1ie  then 
fumnioned  a  fervant,  and  ordered  3 
chicken  to  be  roatted  for  him;  but  hear- 
ing that  dinner  was  juft  ready  to  be  fcrved 
up,  flie  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  mult  be 
contented  with  what  was  provided  for 
herlelf  that  day,  but  gave  orders  to  th« 
cook  to  get  ready  a  chicken  to  his  own 
fhare  againft  night. 

Her  ladythip  now  fat  down  to  table, 
and  Pompey  was  placed  at  her  elbow, 
where  he  received  many  dainty  bits  frofn 
her  fair  hands,  and  was  careffed  by  hef 
all  dinner-time,  with  more  than  ufuai 
fondnefs.  The"  fervants  winked  at  one 
another  vhile  they  were  waiting,  and  con* 
veyed  many  fneers  acrofs  the  table  with 
their  looks;  all  which  had  the  good  luck 
to  efcape  her  lady  (hip's  obfcrvation.  But 
the  moment  they  were  retired  from  wait- 
ing, they  gave  vent  to  their  thoughts 
with  all  the  Icurrilous  wit  and  ill-man- 
nered raillery,  which  diitinguithes  the 
conversation  of  thole  party -coloured  gen- 
tlemen, 

And  firft,  the  butler  out  of  livery  ferved 
up  his  remarks  tc5  the  houfekeeper's  ta- 
ble; which  confided  of  himfeif,  an  elderly 
fat  woman  the  housekeeper,  and  my 
lady's  maid,  a  fancy,  forward,  anWted 
girl  of  about  twenty.  Addreffing  him- 
feif to  theft-  ffccond-han'd  gentlewomen,  as 
foon  as  thty  were  plealed  to  fit  down  to 
C  dinner, 
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dinner,  he  informed  them,  that  their  fa- 
mily was  increafed,  and  thai  his  lady  had 
brought  home  a  new  companion.  Their 
curiofity  foon  led  them  to  defire  an  ex- 
planation, and  then  telling  them  that  this 
new  companion  was  a  new  Jog,  he  related 
minutely  and  circumltantially  all  her 
ladyfliip's  behaviour  to  him  during  the 
time  of  his  attendance  at  the  fide-board, 
not  forgetting  to  mention  the  prders  of 
a  roaffed  chicken  for  the  gentleman's 
fupper.  The  houfekeeper  launched  out 
largely  on  the  fin  and  wickednefs  of  feed- 
ing fuch  creatures  \vith  Chriltian  vicluajs, 
Declaring  it  was  flying  in  the  face  of  Hea- 
ven, and  wondered  how  her  lady  could 
admit  them  into  her  apartment,  for  me 
faid  they  had  already  fpoiled  all  the  crim- 
fon  damaik  chairs  in  the  dining-room. 

But  my  lady's  maid  had  a  greai  deal 
more  to  fay  on  this  fubje&j  and  as  it  was 
her  particular  office  to  wait  on  thefe  four- 
footed  worthies,  me  complained  of  the 
hardship  done  her,  with  great  volubility 
of  tongue.  '  Then,'  fays  ihe,  '  there's 
a  new  plague  come  home,  is  there?  he 
has  got  the  mange  too.  I  fuppofe,  and 
I  fh?.ll  have  him  to  wafh  and  comb  to- 
morrow morning.  I  am  lure  i  m  ail 
over  fleas  with  tending  fuch  natty  poi- 
fonous  vermin,  and  'tis  a  fhame  to  put 
a  'Chriftiau  to  fuch  offices.  I  was  in 
hopes  when  that  little  mangy  devil  died 
t'other  day,  we  mould  have  no  more  of 
them;  but  deuce  fetch  me  if  I  won't 
run  the  comb  into  the  little  devil's  back 
the  firft  time  he  comes  under  my  hands. 
I  can't  endure  to  fee  my  lady  let  them 
kifs  her,  and  lick  her  face  all  over  as 
me  does.  I  am  fure  I'd  fee  all  the  dogs 
in  England  at  Jericho,  before  I'd  lufier 
fuch  poulrat  vermin  to  lick  my  face. 
Fogh !  tis  enough  to  make  one  fick  to 
fee  it ;  and  I  am  fure,  if  I  was  a  man, 
I'd  fcorn  to  kifs  a  face  that  had  been 
licked  by  a  dog.' 

This  was  part  of  a  fpeech  made  by  this 
delicate  mincing  comb  -hrumer;  and  the 
reft  we  (hall  omit,  to  wait  upon  the  infe« 
rior  iVrvants,  who  were  now  aficmbled  at 
dinner  in  their  common  hall  of  gluttony, 
and  exercifinar  their  talents  likewife  on 
the  fairje  i/i'vccl.  John  the  footman  here 
reported  what  Mr,  William  the  butler 
had  .done  before  in  his  department,  that 
their  lady  had  brought  h.  me  anew  dog. 

*  Damn  it,'  cries  the  coachman,  with  a 
furly  brutal  voice,  '  what  fignifies  a  new 
'  dog  ?  has  (he  brought  home  ever  a  new 

*  man  ?'  which  was  ieconded  with  a  loud 


laugh  from  all  the  company.     Another 
fwore,  he  never  knew  a  ker.nel  jf 
kept  m  a  bed-chamber  betore , 
likewife  was  applauded  witn  a  loud  and 
boiiterous  laugh :  but  as  fuch  £iud  of  wit 
is  too  low  for  the  dignity  of  thU  uuioiy, 
though  much  atiected  by  many  of  my 
contemporaries,  I  fancy  I  lhail  ea;i! 
the  reader's  excuie,  if  I  forbear  to  relate 
any  more  of  it. 

To  fay  the  truth,  the  lower  fort  of 
men-fei  ants  are  the  molt  iniblent,  brutal, 
ungenerous  rafc als  on  the  face  of  th  t 
they  are  bred  up  in  idlenefs,  cirunkei.ncfs, 
and  debauchery,  and  inltead  of  conceal-, 
ing  any  faults  they  oblerve  at  home,  rind 
a  pleafr.re  in  vilifying  and  mangling  the 
reputations  of  their  mailers  in  all  ale- 
houfes,  nir.e-pin-alleys,  gin-mops,  cel- 
lars, and  every  other  place  of  dirty  ren- 
dezvous. 


CHAP.     VI. 

OUR  HERO  BECOMES  A  DOG  OF  THB 
TOWN,  AND  SHINES  IN  HIGH  LII  E. 

POMPEY  was  now  grown  up  to 
maturity  and  dog's  ei'tate,  when  he 
came  to  live  with  LadyTempeit;  who 
foon  umered  him  into  all  the  joys  and 
vanities  of  the  town. 

As  he  attended  his  miftrefs  to  all  routs, 
drums,  hurricanes,  hurley-burleys,  and 
earthquakes,  he  foon  eftabliflied  an  ac- 
quaintan.e  and  friendship  with  the  moll 
noted  dogs  of  quality,  and  of  courfe  af~ 
fecled  a  mod  hearty  contempt  for  all  of 
inferior  ftation,  whom  he  would  never 
vouthfafe  to  play  with,  or  pay  them  the 
leaft  regard.  He  feemed  to  know  at  firft 
fight,  whether  a  dog  had  received  a  good 
education,  by  his  manner  of  coming  into 
a  room,  and  was  extremely  ambitious  to 
fhew  his  '  collar  at  court ;'  in  which  again 
he  refembled  certain  other  dogs,  who  are 
equally  vain  of  their  finery,  and  happy 
to  be  diftinguiflied  in  their  '  refpeclive 
orders.' 

If  he  could  have  fpoken ,  I  am  perfuaded 
he  would  have  ufed  thcphrales  Ib  much  in 
famion;  '  Nobody  one  knows!  Wretches 
'  dropt  cutof  the  moon !  Creatures  fpning 
'  from  adunghill!'  By  which  are  fignified 
all  thofe  who  are  not  born  to  a  title,  or 
have  not  impudence  and  dilhonefty 
enoug!i  to  run  in  debt  with  their  taylorsi 
for  laced  cloaths. 

Again,  had  he  been  to  write  a  letter 
from 


Bath  or  Tunbridge,  he  would  have 
told  his  correlpondcnt,  there  was  not  a 
foul  in  the  place;  though  at  the  lame  time 
he  knew  there  were  above  two  thoufanci) 
because  perhaps  none  of  the  men  wore  liars 
and  gaiters,  and  none  of  the  women  were 
bold  enough  to  imp^verifh  their  families, 
by  playing  at  the  noble  and  illuftrious 
gams  of  Brag. 

As  he  was  .now  become  a  dog  of  the 
town,  and  perfectly  weii-bred,  of  courfe 
he  gave  himfelf  up  to  intrigre,  and  had 
feldom  lefs  than  two  or  three  amours  at 
a  time  with  bitches  of  the  higheft  fafhion : 
in  which  circumftances  he  again  lament- 
ed the  want  of  fpeech,  being  by  that  means 
debarred  from  the  pleasure  of  boaiting 
ol  the  favours  he  received.  But  his  gal- 
lantries were  foon  divulged  by  the  conie- 
quences  of  them;  and  as  feveral  very 

Krctty  puppies  had  been  the  offspring  of 
is  loves,  it  was  ufual  for  all  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Lady  Tempeft  to  folicit  and  cul- 
tivate his  breed.  And  here  I  mail  beg 
leave  to  infer!  two  little  billets  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature,  as  a  fpecimen  of 
what  it^  is  that  engages  the  attention  of 
ladies  of  quality  in  this  refined  and  ac- 
compliihed  age.  Lady  Tempeit  was  fit- 
ting at  her  toilette  one  morning,  when 
her  maid  brought  her  the  following  little 
fcroll,  from  another  lady,  whof  e  name  will 
be  feen  at  the  bottom  of  her  letter. 


•    DEAR    TEMPEST, 

]V/f  Y  favourite  little  Veny  is  at  pre- 
•*•  fent  troubled  with  certain  amorous 
infirmities  of  nature,  and  would  not 
be  difpleafed  with  the  addrefles  of  a 
lover.  Be  fo  good  therefore  to  fend 
little  Pompey  by  my  fervant  who  brings 
this  note,  for  I  fancy  it  will  make  a 
very  pretty  breed;  and  when  the  lovers 
have  tranf  acted  their  affairs,  he  mall  be 
lent  home  incontinently.  Believe  me, 
dear  Tempeft,  yours  affectionately, 

1  RACKET.' 

Lady  Tempeft,  as  foon  as  me  had  read 
this  curious  epillle,  called  for  pen  and  ink, 
and  immediately  wrote  the  following  an- 
fwer,  which  likewife  we  beg  leave  to  in- 
fert. 


'    DEAR   RACKET, 

•  T  NFIRMITIES  of  nature  we  all 

A   are  fubiect  to,  and  therefore  I  have 

'  lent  malter  Pompey  to  wait  upon  Mifs 


Veny,  begging  the  favour  of  you  to  re- 
turn  him  as  fbon  as  his  gallantries  arc 

over.  Coufider,  my  dear,  no  modern 
love  can,  in  the  nature  of  things,  lail 
above  three  days,  and  therefore  J  hope 
to  iee  my  little  friend  again  veryfcoiu 
Your  affe&iqnate  friend, 

*  TEMPEST.* 

In  confequence  of  thefe  letters,  our 
hero  was  condu6ted  to  Mrs.  Racket'as 
houfe,  where  he  was  received  with  the 
civility  due  to  his  ftation  in  life,  and  treated 
en  the  footing  of  a  gentleman  who  came 
a  courting  in  the  family.  Mrs.  Racket 
had  two  daughters,  who  had  greatly  im- 
proved their  natural  reiiih  for  pleasure  in 
the  warm  climate  of  a  town  education, 
and  were  extremely  felicitous  to  inform 
themfclves  of  all  the  myfleries  of  love. 
Thefe  young  ladies  no  Iboner  heard  ot" 
Pompey's  arrival,  than  they  went  down 
flairs  into  the  parlour,  and  .undertook 
themfelves  to  introduce  him  to  Mifs  Veny  t 
for  lovefo  much  engrafted  their  thoughts, 
that  they  could  not  fuffer  a  lap-dog  in 
the  houfe  to  have  an  amour  without  their 
privity.  Here,  while  they  were  folacing 
themfelves  with  innocent  f peculation,  a 
young  gentleman,  who  vifited  on  a  fa- 
miliar footing  in  the  family,  was  intro- 
duced fomewhat  abruptly  to  them .  They 
no  fooner  found  themfelves  furprized* 
than  they  ran  tittering  to  a  corner  of  the 
parlour,  and  hid  their  faces  behind  their 
fans;  while  their  vifitor  not  happening  to> 
obferve  the  hymeneal  rites  that  were  ce- 
lebrating, begged  to  know  the  cauie  of 
their  mirth.  This  redoubled  their  diver- 
fion,  and  they  biirfl  ou,t  afrefh  into  fuclt 
immoderate  fits  of  laughter,  that  the  poof 
man  began  to  look  exceedingly  foolim> 
imagining  himfelf  to  be  the  object:  cf  their 
ridicule.  In  vain  he  renewed  his  entreaties 
to  be  let  into  the  fecret  of  their  Laughter  ; 
the  ladies  had  not  the  power  of  utterance, 
and  he  would  Mill  have  continued  igno- 
rant, had  he  not  accidentally  caft  his  eye 
afide,  and  there  beheld  malter  Pompey 
with  the  moitprevailing  felicitation  mak- 
ing love  to  his  four-footed  miftrefs.  This 
at  once  fatisfied  his  curiofity,  and  he  was 
no  longer  at  a  lois  to  know  the  reaion  ot" 
that  uncommon  joy  and  rapture  which 
the  ladies  had  exprefied. 

Thus  was  our  hero  permitted  to  riot  in 
all  the  luxuries  of  life,  and  treated  every 
where,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  with 
the  greateft  indulgence.  He  fed  every  Jay. 
upon  chicken,  partridges,  ragouts,  fri- 
C  2.  carTees, 
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caiTees,  and  all  the  rarities  in  liafon; 
which  to  pampered  him  up  with  luxuri- 
ous notions,  as  made  ibme  future 
fcengs  of  life  the  more  grievous  to  him, 
when  fortune  obliged  him  to  undergo 
the  hardihips  that  will  hereafter  be  re- 
corded. 

CHAP.     VII. 

RELATING  A  CURIOUS  DISPUTr  ON 
THK  -IMMORTALITY  OF  THE  SOUL, 
JN  WJMCH  TUB  NAME  OF  OUR. 
HERO  WILL  BUT  ONCE  BE  MEN- 
TIONED. 

NOTHING  is  more  common  on 
the  (tage,  then  to  fulpencl  the  cu- 
riof-ty  of  an  audience  in  the  molt  inte- 
re!ting  icenes  of  a  play,  and"  relieve  them, 
as  it  is  called,  with  a  dance  of"  ghoits,  or 
devils,  or  furies,  or  other  outkndifti  be- 
higs.  In  imitation  of  this  laudable cuf- 
tom,  before  the  reader  proceeds  any  far- 
ther inPcmpey'shiiiory,  he  is  delired  to 
relieve  himitif  with  a  curious  difpute  on 
the  immortality  of  the  foul,  which  pafitd 
cue  day  in  our  hero's  prefence. 

Lady  Tempelt,  about  this  time,  being 
indiipoied  \vith  ibme  trifling  dilbrder, 
ktpt  her  chamber,  and  was  attended  by 
two  phyficians.  Thefe  gendemen  were 
now  making  their  morning  viiit,  and 
had  iuft  gone  through  the  examinations 
which  ciiltom  immemorial  prefcribes ; 
as — '  How  did  your  ladyfhip  deep  lalt 
•  night?  Do  you  find  any  drowth,  Ma- 
'  dam  ?  Pray  let  me  look,  at  your  lady- 
'  (hip's  tongue ;'  and  many  other  quef- 
tions  which  I  have  not  leifure  n:>w  to  re- 
coi  d  :  when  on  a  fudden  a  violent  rap  at 
the  door,  and  Ihtntfy  afterward  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  vifitor,  interrupted  their 
proceedings.  The  lady  who  now  ar- 
rived carwe  directly  up  to  Lady  Tem- 
pelt,  and  made  her  compliments  ;  then 
being  defired  to  fit  down,  (he  fell  into  Ibme 
common  chit-chat  on  the  news  of  the 
town  ;  in  the  midtt  of  which,  without 
any  thing  preparatory  to  fuch  a  fubjecl, 
addrefTmg  herlelf  on  a  fudden  to  one  of 
the  phyficians,  with  a  face  of  infinite 
fignilkance  and  erudition,  (he  aflced  him 
if  he  believed  in  the  immortality  of  the 
ibul ;  but  before  we  anfwer  this  extraor- 
dinary queftion,  or  relate  the  convert ation 
that  enlheti  upon  it,  it  will  be  for  the 
H-ad-.  r's  eafe  to  receive  a  fhwt  Iketch  of 


In  many-,  refpefls'  this  lady  was  hi 
fimilar  circumftances  with  Lady  Tem- 
peftj  only  with  this  difference,  that  the 
one  had  been  feparated  from  lu-r  hut- 
band  by  his  death,  the  other  divorced 
from  hers  by  aft  of  parliament ;  the  one- 
was  famous  for  wit,  and  the  other  af- 
fe&ed  the  character  of  wit'dom.  Lady 
Sophifter,  (for  that  was  her  name)  as 
foon  as  (he  was  releaied  from  the  matri- 
monial fetters,  let  out  to  viiit  foreign 
parts,  and  had  difplayed  her  charms  in 
molt  of  the  courts  in  Europe.  There, 
in  many  parts  of  her  tour,  fhe  had  culti- 
vated an  acquaintance  with  literati, 
and  particularly  in  France,  where  the  !:•- 
dies  affeft  a  reputation  of  fcience,  and 
are  able  to  dilcourfe  on  the  profoundeft 
queftions  of  theology  and  philofophy. 
The  labyrinths  of  a  female  brain  are  io 
various  and  intricate,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  fay  what  firll  fuggefted  the  opinion  lo 
her,  whether  caprice  or  vanity  of  being 
tlngular ;  but  all  on  a  fudden  her  lady- 
fhip took  a  fancy  into  her  head  to  difbe- 
lieve  the  immortality  of  the  Ibul,  and  ne- 
ver came  into  the  company  of  learned 
iTH-n  without  difplaying  her  talents  on 
this  wonderful  fubjeft.  This  extraor- 
dinary principle,  to  fhew  that  Ihe  did 
not  take  up  her  notions  Hghtly  and  wan- 
toniy,  fhe  was  able  to  demonltrate  ;  and 
could  appeal  to  the  greatelt  authorities  in 
defence  of  it.  She  had  read  Hobbes, 
Malbranche,  Locke,  Shaftefbnry,Wool- 
lafton,  and  many  more;  all  of  whom  flic 
obliged  to  give  tettimony  to  her  paradox, 
and  perverted  palfages  out  of  their  works 
with  a  facility  '  very  eafy  to  be  ima- 
*  gined.'  But  Mr.  Lockehad  the  inif- 
fortune  to  be  her  principal  favourite,  and 
confeijiiently  it  relted  chiefly  upon  him 
tofurniili  her  with  quotations  whenever 
her  ladyrtiip  pleafed  to  engage  in  contro- 
verfy.  Such  was  the  character  of  Lady' 
Sophirter,  wlio  now  arrived,  and  alkeil 
the  lurpri/ing  queltion  above-mention- 
ed concerning  the  immortality  of  ths 
foul. 

Dofior  Xilldarhy>  to  whom  fhe  ad- 
iln:!Tcd  herlelf,  altonifhcd  at  the  novelty 
o>'  the  q.utftion,  fat  (taring  with  horj'or 
and  ni7i;»7enunt  on  his  companion ;  which 
Lady  Tefflpeft  obferving,  and  gucfling 
that  her  female  friend  was  going  to  be- 
very  ahiurd,  j'efolved  to  promote  tlie 
coiivoiation  for  her  own  anmlcment. 
Turning  herlelf,  therefore,  to  the  doclor, 
Ihe  laid  wifih  a  fijiile— '  Do  not  you  un- 
1  teftaod 
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*  derftand  the  meaning  of  her  ladyfhip's 

*  queftion,  Sir?     She  afks  you  if  you 

*  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  foul?' 
'  Believe  in   the  immortality  of  the 

*  foul,  Madam!'  faid  the  doctor  (taring; 
'  blefs  me,  your  ladyfhips  aftonifh  me 
'  beyond  meafure.     Believe  in  the  im- 
'  mortality  of  the  foul !    Yes,  undoubt- 

*  edlyj  and  I  hope  all  mankind  does  the 
'  fame.' 

'  Be  not  too  fure  of  that,  Sir,'  faid 
Lady  Sophifter :  *  pray  have  you  ever 
'  read  Mr.  Locke's  controverfy  with 
'  theBilhopof  Wcrceiler?' 

'  Mr.  Locke's  controverfy,  Madam ! 
replied  the  doctor;  '  I  protelt  I  am  not 
'  fure:  Mr.  Locke's  controverfy  with 

*  theBifhopofWorcefter!   Letmefee — 
'    I  vow  I  cannot  recollect — My  reading 
'  has  been  very  multifarious  ami  exten- 

*  five— Yes,  Madam,  I  think  I  have  read 

*  it ;  though  I  proteft  t  cannot  be  fure 

*  whether  I  have  read  it  orno.' 

f  Have  you  ever  read  if,  Doctor  Rhu- 

*  barb  ?'  faid  (lie,  addrefTing  herfelf  to 
the  other  phyfician. 

'  O  yes,  Madam,  veiy  often,'  replied 
he  ;  '  it  is  that  fine  piece  of  his  where 

*  —Yes,  yes,  I  have  read  it  veiy  often; 
'  I    remember  it   perfectly  well.     But 

*  pray,  Madam,  is  there  any  paflage— 
'  I  beg  your  lady/hip's  pardon  if  I  am 
'  milhiken— but  is  there  any  paflage,  I 

*  fay,  in  that  piece,  which  tends  to  con- 
'  firm  your  ladvfhip's  notion  concerning 
'  the  Immortality  of  the  foul  ?' 

'  Why  pray,  Sir,'  laid  the  lady,  with 
a  fmile  of  triumph,  '  what  do  you  efteem 

*  the  foul  to  be?  Is  it  air,   or  fire,  or 

*  asther,  or  a  kind  of  quintelTence,  as 
'  Ariftotleobferved,  and  ccrnpofition  of 

*  all  the  elements  ?' 

Doctor  Rhubarb,  quite  dumb-found- 
ed with  fo  much  learning,  deiired  firft  to 
hear  her  hdym!p's  opinion  of  the  matter. 
'  My  opinion,'  refumed  fhe,  '  is  exsftly 
'  the  fame  with  Mr.  Locke's.  You 
'  know  Mr.  Locke  obfcrves  there  are 
'  various  kinds  of  matter —  Well,  but 
'  firft  we  mould  define  matter,  which 
'  you  know  the  logicians  tell  us  is  an 
'  extended  folid  fubftance.  Well,  out 
'  of  this  matter,  fomeyouknowis  made 
'  into  rofes  and  peach-frees;  then  the 

*  next  ftep  which  mattertakes,  is  animal 
life ;    from    -whence,  you    know,    we 

'  have  lions  and  elephants,  and  all  the 

*  race  of  brutes :  then  the  laft  ftep,  as 
'  Mr.   Locke  obferve*,  is  thovght,  and 

*  reafon,  and  volition,  from  whence  are 


f  created  men  ;  and  therefore  you  very 
'  plainly  fee  it  is  impoflible  for  the  foul 
'  to  be  immortal.' 

*  Pardon  me,  Madam,'  faid  Rhu- 
barb. '  Rofes,  and  peach-trees,  and  ele- 
'  phants,  and  lions  !  Iproteft  I  remem- 
'  ber  nothing  of  this  nature  in  Mr. 
'  Locke.' — «  Nay,  Sir,'  cried  (he,  '  can 

*  you  deny  me  this  ?     If  the  foul  is  fire, 

*  it  muft  be  extinguished  ;  if  it  is  air,  it 

*  mutt  be  difperfed  ;  if  it  be  only  a  mo- 
4  dification  of  matter,  why  then  of  courle 
'  it  ceafes,  you  know,  when  matter  is  no- 
'  longer  modified  ;  if  it  be  any  thing- 
'  elfe,  it  is  exactly  the  fame  thing :  and 
'  therefore  you  mull  confefs — indeed, 
'  doctor  you  mult  confefs — that  it   is 

*  impclFible  for  the  foul  to  be  immor- 
<  tal.' 

Doctor  Killdarby,  who  had  fat  filent 
for  fome  time  to  collect  his  thoughts, 
finding  what  a  learned  antagonift  he  had 
to  cope  with,  began  now  to  harangue  in 
the  following  manner.  '  Madam/  faid 
he,  '  as  to  the  nature  of  the  foul,  to  be 
fure  there  have  been  fuch  opinions  as 
your  ladyfjiip  mentions  about  it — ma- 
ny_  various  and  unaccountable  opi- 
nions. Some  called  it  Divinum  Cce- 
lefte  ;  others  Quinta  Eflentia,  as  your 
ladyfliip  obferves  ;  and  others  Inflam- 
mata  Anima;  that  is,  Madam,  In- 
flamed Air.  Ariftoxenus,  an  old  nru— . 
fician,  as  I  remember,  imagined  the 
foul  to  be  a  mufical  tune ;  and  a  ma- 
thematician that  I  have  heard  of,  fup- 
pofed  it  to  be  iike  an  seouilateral  trian- 
gle. Defcarres,  I  riiink,  makes  it'». 
refidence  to  be  the  pineal  gland  of  the 
brain,  where  all  the  nerves  teiminate  j 
and  Uorri,  I  remember,  the  Milanefe 
pliyfician,  in  a  letter  to  Barthoiine,  dt 
orttt  terrbri  et  ujit  mrtiico,  afieits, 
tlrat  in  the  brain  isfb"nd  a  certain  very 
fubtil  fragrant  juice,  (which  I  conceive 
may  be  the  f;ur,u  as  the  nervous  jvice 
or  animal  f.nrits)  and  this  he  takes  to 
"be  the  refidence  or  feat  of  the  fouij 
the  fubtilty  or  finencfs  of  which  he  iup. 
poles  to  depend,  Madsm,  031  the  tem- 
j-crature  of  this  liquor.  But  really 
all  thefe  opinions  may  very  probably 
be  falfe :  we  do  but  grope  in  the  dark, 
Madam ;  we  do  but  grope  in  the  dark; 
and  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  fub- 
ject  entirely  alone.  The  roncrrrer.t 
opinions  of  all  mankind  have  ever 
agreed  in  believing  the  immortality 
of  the  foul ;  and  this.  I  confefs,  is  to 
me  an  urcanivverabie  argument  of  it's 
'  truth. 
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•  truth.     You  fee,  Madam,  I  purpofely 
«  wave  the'topick  of  revelation.' 

'  Oh,  Sir,  as  to  that  matter,'  cries  the 
lady,  interrupting  him,  'as  to  revelation, 
'  Sir — '  And  here  me  ran  into  much 
common-place  raillery  at  the  expence 
only  of  ChriiKanity  and  the  Gofpel ;  till 
Lady  Tempeit  cut  her  fhort,  and  delired 
her  to  he  lilent  on  that  head :  for  this 
good  lady  believed  all  the  do£lrines  of 
religion,  and  was  contented,  like  many 
ethers,  with  the  trifling  privilege  only  of 
diibbeying  all  it's  precepts. 

Lady  Sophiller,  however,  refolved  not 
tc  quit  the  field  of  battle,  but  rallied  her 
forces,  and  once  more  it'll  on  her  adver- 
faries  wirh  an  air  of  triumph.  '  You 

*  lay,  I  think,  Sir,'  relumed  (he,  '  that  a 

*  multitude  of  opinions  vyill  eitablifh  a 
'  truth.     Now  you  know  all  the  Indians 

•  believe  that  their  dogs  will  go  to  hea- 
'  ven  along  with  them  ;  and  if  a  great 
'  many  opinions  can  prove  any  thing  to 
'  be  true,  what  fay   you  to  that,  Sir? 

*  India,  you  know,  doclor,  is  a  prodi- 
'  gious  large  wide  traft  of  continent, 
'  where  the  Gymnofophilts  lived,  and  all 
'  that. — Pray,  Lady   Tempeft,  let  us 

•  look  at  your  globes/ 

*  My  globes,  Madam!'  faid  Lady 
Tempell;  '  what  globes  of  mine  does 

•  yourladyfliip  defire  to  fee?' 

'What  globes!'  replied  the  difputant; 
'  why  your  celeftial  and  terreftriai globes 
'  to  be  fure.  I  want  to  look  out  India 

*  in  the  map,  and  fhew  the  doctor  what  a 
'  prodigious  wide  tracl  of  continent  it 

•  is  in  com,  arifun  of  our  Europe:  how- 
'  ever,  come,  I  believe  we  can  do  with- 
'  outthem.     As  I  was  faying,  therefore, 
'  Sir,  the  Indians  you  know  believe  their 

*  dogs  will  bear  them  company  to  hca- 
'  vcn ;  and  if  a  great  many  opinions  can 
'  eftablifh  the  truth  of  an  hypothecs — 
'  you  unuiTiland  me,  I  hope,  becaufe  I 
'  would  fain  ipeak  to  be  underftood—  I 
'  fay,  if  a    great  many   opinions   can 
'  prove  any  thing  to  be  true,  what  fay 

'  you  to  that,  Sir?  For  inltance,  now,  . 
'  there  is  Lady  Tempelt's  little  lap- 
«  doe — '  '  My  dcai'little  creature,' faid 
Lady  Tempctt,  catching  liim  up  in  her 
:unvs,  '  will  you  go  to  heaven  along  with 
'  me?  I  ftiall  be  vaftly  glad  of  your 
'  company,  Pompey,  if  you  will.'  From 
this  hint  both  their  ladyfhips  had  many 
bright  fallies,  till  Lady  Sophifler,  flufhcd 
with  the  hopes  of  this  argument,  recalled 
her  adverlaiy  to  the  queltion,  and  defucd 
to  bear  bis  reply.  '  Come,  Sir,'  laid 


me,  '  you  have  not  yet  refponfcd  to  my 
argument,  you  hare  not  anfwered  my 
lalt  fyilogiim.  I  think  I  have  gra- 
velled you  now;  I  think  I  have  done 
for  you;  I  think  I  have demciifhed you, 
docior.' 

'  Not  at  all,  Madam,'  faid  Killdarby  ; 
really,  as  to  that  matter,  that  is  nei- 
ther here  nor  there.     Opinions,  Ma- 
dam, vague  irregular  opinions,  will 
fpring  up  and  float  in  people's  brains  ; 
but  we  were  talking  of  the  dictates  of 
fenfe  and  reafon.     Savages,   Madam, 
will  be  favage;  but  Indians  have  no- 
thing  to   do  with  Europeans.     The 
reply  to  what  your  lady/hip  has  ad- 
vanced would  be  eafy  and  obvious : 
but  really  I  muit  beg  to  be  exculed ; 
my  profeflion  does  not  oblige  me  to  a 
knowledge  of  fuch  fubjefts ;  I  came 
here  to  prefcribe  as  a  phyfician,  and 
not  to   difcufs  topicks   of  theology. 
Come,  brother,  I  believe  we  only  in- 
terrupt their  ladyfhips,  and  I  am  oblig- 
ed to  cnil  upon  my  Lord  — — ,  and  Sir 
William  — — ,  and  Lady  Betty,  and 
many  other  people    of    quality   this 
morning.'    Dr.  Rhubarb  declared  that 
he  likewise  had  as  many  viiits  to  make 
that  morning;  whereupon,  taking  their 
leaves  and  their  fees,  the  two  gentlemen 
retired  with  great  precipitation,  leaving 
her  ladyfhip  in  pcflcffion  of  the  field  of 
battle;    who   immediately   reported  all 
over  the  town  that  me  had  out-reaibned 
two  phyficians,  and  obliged  them  by  dint 
of  argument  to  confefs  that  the  foul  is 
not  immortal. 

And  now  begging  the  reader's  pardon 
for  this  digreflion,  let  us  return  to  our 
hero,  who  I  am  afraid  is  going  to  fufter 
a  great  revolution  in  his  life. 


CHAP,    VIII. 

VARIOUS  AND  SUNDRY  MATTERS. 

LADY  Tempeft  had  been  walking 
one  morning  in  St.  James's  Park, 
with  her  little  favourite,  as  ufual,  attend- 
ing her ;  for  (lie  never  went  abroad  with- 
out taking  him  in  her  arms.  Here  (he 
let  him  down  on  his  legs,  to  play  with 
fome  other  dogs  of  quality,  that  were 
taking  the  air  that  morning  iu  the  Mall ; 
giving  him  ftri£t  orders,  however,  not  to 
prefume  to  ftray  out  of  her  fight.  Yet,  in 
ipiteof  this  iniunftion,  fomet'hing  or  other 
tempted  liis  curiolity  beyond  die  limits 

of 
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*>F  the  Mall  ;  and  there,  while  he  was 
rolling  and  indulging  himielf  on  the 
green  grais,  (a  pleafure  by  novelty  ren- 
dered more  agreeable  to  him)  it  was  . 
his  misfortune  to  fpring  a  bird;  which 
he  purfued  wich  fuch  eagernefs  and  ala- 
crity, that  he  was  quite  out  of  fight  be- 
fore he  thought  proper  to  give  over  the 
chace.  His  miftrefs,  in  the  mean  while, 
was  engaged  in  fo  warm  and  interefting  a 
dii'pute  on  the  price  of  filk,  that  me  ne- 
ver miffed  her  favourite  ;  nay,  what  is 
ilili  more  extraordinary,  ihe  got  into  her 
coach  and  drove  home,  without  oncebe- 
ftowing  a  thought  upon  him.  But  the 
moment  (he  arrived  in  her  dining-room, 
and  call  her  eyes  on  the  reft  of  her  four- 
footed  friends,  her  guilt  immediately 
flew  in  her  face,  and  me  cried  out  with 
a  fcream — '  As  I  am  alive,  I  have  left 
«  little  Pompey  behind  me!' 

Then  funimoning  up  two  of  her  fer- 
vants,  me  commanded  them  to  go  direct- 
ly and  fearch  every  corner  of  the  park 
with' the  greateft  diligence,  protefting  ihe 
fhould  never  have  any  peace  of  mind  till 
her  favourite  was  reftored  to  her  amis . 
Many  times  ihe  rang  her  bell  to  know  if 
her  iervants  were  returned,  before  it  was 
poffible  for  them  to  have  got  thither :  but 
at  length  the   i'atal  mefienger  arrived, 
that  Pompey  was  no  where  to  be  found. 
And  indeed  it  would  have  been  next  to  a 
miracle  if  he  had-;  for  thefe' faithful  anv- 
baffadors  had  never  once  ftirred  from  the 
kitchen-fire,  where,  together  with  the  rc;t 
of  the  Iervants,  they  had  been  laughing 
at  the  folly  of  their  miftrefs.      And  the 
reafon  why  they  denied  their  return  i'oon- 
er  was,becaufe  they  imagined  a  fumrient 
time  had  not  then  elapied  to  give  a  pro- 
bability to  that  lye  which  they  were  de- 
termined to  tell.     Yetthis  did  not  fatis- 
fy  their  lady;  flic  lent  them  a  fecond 
time  to  repeat  their  i'earch,  and  a  fecond 
time  they  returned  with  the  fame  anfwer. 
At  this  again  the  reader  is  defired  not  to 
•wonder;  for  though  her  lady  (hip   faw 
them  out  of  the  houfe  herfelf,  and  order- 
ed them  to  bring  back  her  favourite  un- 
der paia  of  difmimon,  the  faitheft  of 
their  travels  was  only  to  an  aiehoufe  at 
the  corner  of  the  ftreet ;  where  they  had 
been  entertaining  a  large  circle  of  their 
parti -coloured  brethren  with  much  ri- 
baldry at  the  expence  of  their  miftrefs. 

Tendernefs  to  this  lady's  character 
makes  me  pafs  over  mu  :h  of  the  forrow 
ihe  vented  on  this  occafion ;  but  I  can- 
not help  relating,  that  flie  immediately 


difpatched  cards  to  all  h,  r  acquaintance, 
to  put  off  u  drum  which  was  to  have  been 
held  at  her  houfe  that  evening  ;  giving 
as  a  realbn,  that  Ihe  had  lolt  her  darling 
lap-dog,  and  could  not  fee  company. 
She  continued  "to  advertife  him  in  ail  the 
newfpapers  ior  a  month  together,  witb 
increaie  of  the  reward  as  the  cafe  grew 
more  deiperate :  yet  neither  all  the  en  - 
quiries  ihe  made,  nor  nil  the  rewards  ih.t 
offered,  ever  reitored  little  Pompey  to  her 
arms.  We  rnuft  leave  her,  therefore,  to 
receive  the  confolations  of  her  friends  en 
this  amifting  lofs,  and  return  to  examine 
after  our  hero. 

He  had  been  purfuing  a  bird,  as  was 
before  defcribed ;  and  when  his  diverfion 
was  over,  galloped  back  to  the  Mall, 
not  in  the  leaft  doubting  to  find  his  lady 
there  at  his  return.   But,  alas,  how  great 
was  his  diiappointment!    He  ran  up  and 
•down,  fmelling  to  every  petticoat  he  met, 
and  (taring  up  in  every  female  face ;  yet 
neither  his  eyes  or  nofe  gave  him  the 
information  he  defired.     Seven  times  he 
couried  from  Buckingham  Houfe  to  the 
Horfe  Guards,  and  back  p.gain  j'but  nil 
in  vain :    at  length   tired,   difcontblat^, 
and  full  of  del'patr,  he  fat  himfelf  dowa 
under  a  tree,  and  there  turning  his  heai 
afide  in  a  thoughtful  attitude,  abandoned 
himfelf  to  much  mournful  meditation. 
IB  this  evil  plight,  while  he  was  ruminat- 
•  ing  on  his  fate,  and,  like  many  other 
people  in  the  park,  unable  to  divine  where 
he  ihor.ld  geta  dinner,  he  was  fpied  by  a 
L'.tlc  girl  about  £even  years  old,  who  was 
walking  by   her  mother's  fide  in    the 
Mall.      She   no  fooner  perceived  him, 
than  ihe  cried  out — '  La,  mamma,  there's 
'  a  pretty  dog!'  and  then  applied  herfelf 
with  much  tendernefs  to  iblidt  him  to  her . 
The  wretched  are  always  glad  to  find  a 
friend  ;    and  our  little  unfortunate  no 
fooner  faw  one  courting  him  to  her,  than 
immediately    breaking  off  his  medita- 
tions, he  ran  haftily  up,  and  fainting 
her  eagerly  with  his  fore-paws,  gave  ib 
many   dumb   expreffions    of  joy,    that 
fpeech  itielf  could  hardly  have  been  more 
eloquent.     The  young  lady,  on  her  hde, 
charmed  with    his    ready   compliance, 
fnatched  him  up  in  her  amis,  and  kifled 
him  with    great  delight;  then   turning 
again  to  her  mother,  and  aiking  her  if 
ihe  did  not  think  him  a  lovely  creature 
— '  I  wonder,'  iaid  ftie, '  whofe  dog  it  is, 
'  mamma !     I  have  a  good  mind  to  take 
'  him  home  with  me ;  ihall  I,  mamma? 
«  Shall  I  take  him  home  with  me,  mam- 

«  mar 
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*  ma?'  To  this  alfo  her  mother  con - 
fented  5  and  when  they  had  taken  two  or 
three  more  turns,  they  retired  to  their 
coach,  and  Pompey  was  conducted  to  his 
new  lodgings. 

As  loon  as  they  alighted  at  home, 
little  mifs  ran  nattily  up  flairs,  to  fhew 
licr  brother  and  filters  the  prize  The  hail 
found ;  and  he  was  handed  about  from 
one  to  the  other,  with  ^reat  delight  and 
admiration  of  hi;  beauty.  Then  he  was 
introduced  to  all  their  favourites,  which 
•were,  a  dornioufe,  two  kittens,  a  fquirrel, 
a  parrot,  and  magpye.  To  thefe  he  was 
prcfented  with  many  childifn  ceremonies, 
and  A  thoufand  little  follies,  which  make 
up  the  happinefs  of  this  happiefl  age. 
The  parrot  was  to  make  a  fptech  to  him, 
the  fquirrel  to  treat  him  with  fome  nuts, 
the  kittens  to  dance  for  his  diveriion,  the 
magpye  to  tell  his  fortune ;  and  all  were 
enjoined  to  contribute  ibmething  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  little  (Iranger  in  his 
new  apartments:  and  it  is  inconceivable 
bow  Imfy  they  were  in  the  execution  of 
theft  trifles,  with,  all  their  fpirits  in  a 
hurry,  and  their  whole  fouls  laid  cut 
upon  them. 

One  would  have  imagined,  after  the 
extraordinary  tendernefs  with  which  cur 
hero  had  been  treated  by  Lady  Tempeft, 
he  nitift  have  felt  great  regret  and  con- 
cern at  the  lofs  of  her  ;  bxit,  I  am  ferry 
to  fav  it,  he  had  no  fooner  dined,  and  felt 
himfelf  fnug  in  a  new  apartment,  than 
he  entirely  forgot  his  former  miftrefs. 
Mere  I  know  not  how  to  excufe  his  be- 
haviour. Had  he  been  a  man,  one  fhoiild 
not  have  wondered  to  find  him  guilty  of 
ingratitude ;  a  vice  deeply  rooted  in  the 
nature  of  that  wicked  animal :  but  that 
a  dog,  a  creature  famous  tor  fidelity, 
fhould  fo  foon  forget  his  former  friend 
and  benefaftrcfs,  is,  I  confefs,  quite  un- 
accountable ;  and  1  would  willingly  draw 
a  veil  over  this,  part  of  his  conduct,  if  the 
veracity  of  an  hiilorian  did  not  oblige  me 
to  relate  it. 


CHAP.     IX. 

WHAT  THE  READER  WILL  KNOW  IF 
HE   READS  IT. 

THE  father  of  this  little  brood,  who 
are  now  in  pofleflion  of  our  hero, 
was  Captain  Vincent  of  the  Guards,  a 
gentleman  whofe  character  will  toll  us 
no  long  description. 


Captain  Vincent  of  the  Guards  w.-,s 
an  exceeding  handfome  man,  about  thirty ' 
years  old,  tall,  and  weli-proportiuned  in 
his  limbs ;  but  fo  entirely  devoted  to  the 
contemplation  of  his  own  pretty  perfon, 
that  he  never  detached  his  thoughts  one 
moment   from   the  conlideratiou  of  it. 
Confcious  of  being  a  favourite  of  the 
ladies,  among  whom  he  was  received  al- 
ways with  eyes  of  aJfe&ion,  he  thought 
the  charms  of  his  figure  in  elidible  where- 
ever  he  came,  and  leemed  to  fnew  him- 
felt  in  all  puhlick  places  as  an  ob 
publick  admiration.   You  fa\v  for  ever  in 
his  looks  a  fmile  of  aflurance,  compla- 
cency, and  felf-applaufe:  he  appeared 
always  to  be  wondering  at-  his  own  ac- 
complifliments,  and  efpeciaily  when  he 
made  a  furvey  now  and  then  of  his  drefs 
and  limbs,  it  was  as  much  as  to  fav  to 
his  company — '  Gentlemen  and  ladiec, 
'  look  on  me,  if  you  can,  without  admi- 
'  ration.'  The  reputation  of  two  or  three 
affairs  which  Fame  had  given  him  with 
women  of  fafliion,  (till   contributed  to 
increafe  his  vanity,  and  autlwrized  him, 
as  he  thought,  to  bellow  more  time  and 
pains  on  the  beautifying  and  adorning 
fo  fuccefsful  a  figure.     In  ihort,  -after 
many  real  or  pretended  amours,  which 
made  him  infufferably  vain,  he  married 
at  lall  a  celebrated  town  -  beauty,  a  wo- 
man of  quality,  who  was  in  all  refpecls 
equal  to,  and  worthy  of,  luch  a  hul- 
bar.d. 

Lady  Betty  Vincent,  the  wife  of  this 
gentleman,  was  one  of  thofe  haughty 
nymphs  of  quality  who  prefume  fo  much 
on  the  merit  of  a  title,  that  they  never 
trouble  thtmfelves  to  acquire  any  other. 
She  was  proud,  expensive,  inlblent,  and  ] 
unmannerly,  to  her  inferiors;  vain  of 
her  rank,  and  ftill  vainer  of  her  perfori  ; 
full  of  extravagant  airs ;  and,  though 
exceedingly  filly,  conceited  of  an  imagi- 
nary wit  and  fmartnefs.  As  fhe  fet  out 
in  life  with  a  full  periuafion  that  her  pro- 
digious beauty,  merit,  and  accomplifh- 
ments,  muft  foon  procure  her  the  title 
of  '  Her  Grace,'  Hie  rejected  ft  vend  ad- 
vantageous matches  that  offered,  becaufe 
they  did  not  in  all  points  come  up  to  the 
height  of  her  ambition.  At  length,  find- 
ing her  charms  begin  to  decay,  in  a  fit 
of  luft,  difappointed  pride,  and  opposition 
to  her  mother,  with  whom  fhe  had  then 
a  quarrel,  fhe  patched  up  a  marriage  witli 
Captain  Vincent  of  the  Guards,  contrary 
to  the  advice  a.iul  remonstrances  of  ali  her 
friends  and  re'af  ions. 

As 
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As  the  captain  had  no  revenue  bcfide 
the  income  cf  his  commiffion,  and  her 
ladyfhip's  fortune  did  not  exceed  leven 
thoui'and  pounds,  it  may  he  concluded, 
when  the  honey-moon  of  love  was  over, 
this  agreeable  couple  did  not  find  the 
matrimonial-fetters  fit  perfectly  eafy  up- 
on them.  To  retrench  in  any  article,  they 
found  it  impoflible;  to  retire  into  the 
country,  ftill  more  impoflible  j  that  was 
horrors,  death,  and  defpair;  her  lady- 
fhip  could  not  hear  of  1'uch  a  thing  with 
patience ;  (he  was  ready  to  fwoon  at  the 
mention  of  it :  and,  indeed,  the  captain, 
who  was  equally  attached  to  London,  ne- 
ver made  the  propofal  inearneft. 

What,  then,  could  they  do  in  thefe 
embarraffing  circumftances  ?  Why,  they 
took  a  little  houfe  in  Hedge  Lane,  near 
the  bottom  of  the  Hay  Market,  which, 
being  in  the  center  of  publick  diveriions, 
ferved  to  keep  them  a  little  in  counte- 
nance; and  there  they  fupported  their 
fpirits,  as  well  as  they  could,  with  reflect- 
ing that  they  ftill  lived  in  the  world, 
though  their  apartments  were  notfo  com- 
modious as  they  could  wi/h. 

Fettered  pride  is  fure  to  turn  into 
peeviihnefs,  and  fpleen  is  the  daughter 
of  mortified  vanity.  Finding  themfelvcs 
cramped  with  want,  they  grew  uneafy, 
difcontented,  jealous  of  each  other's  ex- 
travagance, and  were  fcarce  ever  alone 
without  reproaching  one  another  on  the 
article  of  expence.  The  lady  powted  at 
the  captain  for  going  to  White's,  and  the 
captain  recriminated  on  his  wife  for  play- 
ing at  brag ;  and  then  followed  a  long 
contention  which  of  them  (pent  the  moil 
money. 

To  compleat  their  misfortunes,  her 
ladyfhip  took  to  breeding,  which  intro- 
.d'.iced  a  thoufand  new  expences;  and 
they  muft  abfolutely  have  ftarved  in  the 
midft  of  pride  and  vanity,  had  they  not 
been  feafonably  relieved  now  and  then 
by  fome  han.dibme  prefents  from  Lady 
Betty's  mother,  my  old  Lady  Harridan, 
who  was  ftill  alive,  and  in  poffefiion  of 
a  confidcrable  jointure. 

The  devotion  which  the  captain  paid 
i to  his  beautiful  figure  has  already  be.n 
described  ;  nor  was  her  ladyfhip  one  jot 
behind  him  in  idolizing  and  adoring  her 
own  charms.  She  prided  herfelf  in  a 
more  particular  manner  on  the  lovely 
bloom  and  charming  delicacy  of  her 
complexion,  which  had  procured  her  the 
envy  of  one  fex,  and  the  admiration  of 
tke  other  ;  though,  perhaps,  if  her  envievs 


and  admirers  had  known  the  following 
-  little  ftojy,  both  theie  paflions  would  have 
confukrably  abated  in  them. 

It  was  our  hero's  cuftom,  whenever  lie 
came  into  a  new  family,  to  gratify  his 
curiofityj  as  foon  as  poiuble,  with  a  gene- 
ral furvey  of  the  houfe.     On  his  arrival 
here,  his  little  owners  were  fo  fond  of 
him  the  firft  day,  that  they  lugged  him 
about  in  their  arms,  and  never  permitted 
him  to  ftay  one  moment  out  of  their 
fights ;  but  being  left  more  at  his  own 
liberty  the  next  morning,  he  thought  it 
was  then  a  convenient  time  for  making 
his  tour.    After  examining  all  the  rooms 
above  ground,  he  dtfeended  intrepidly 
into  the  kitchen,  ard  began  to  look  about 
/harp  for  a  breakfaftj   for,  to  fay  the 
truth,  he  had  hitherto  met  with  very 
thin  commons  in  his  new  apartments. 
At  laft,  a  blue  and  white  dim,  which 
ftood  on  the  drefTer,  prelente'd  itfelf  to 
his  eye.     This  immediately  he  deter- 
mined to  be  a  lawful  prey  ;  and  perceiv- 
ing nobody  prefent  to  interrupt  him, 
boldly  made  a  fpring  at  it:    but  hap- 
pening unluckily  to  leap  againft  the  dim, 
down  it  cyme,  and  it's  contents  ran  about 
the  kitchen.    Scarce  had  this  happened, 
when  my  lady's  maid  appeared  below 
flairs,  and  began  to  fcream  out  in  a  very 
fhrill  accent — '  Why,  who  has  done  thi* 
'  ,now?  I'll  be  whipped  if  this  owdacious 
'  little  dog  has  not  been  and  thrown 
4  down  my  lady's  backfide's  breakfaft  !* 
After  which  me  fell  very  feverely  on  the 
cook,  who  now  entered  the  kitchen,  ami 
began  to  reprimand  her  in  a  very  autho- 
ritative tone,  f(  r  not  taking  more  care  of 
herxlreffers:    '  But  let  the  'pothecary,* 
added  me,  '  come  and  mix  up  his  nafti- 
nefs  himfclf  and  he  will;  for,  deuce 
fetch  me  if  I'll  wait  on  her  ladymip's 
baekiide  in  this  manner!  If  (he  will 
have  her  clyfters,  let  the  clyfter-pipc 
doctor  come  and  minifter  them  him- 
feif,  and  not  put  me  to  her  filthy  of- 
fices.— O  Lord,  blefs  us !  Weil,  rather 
than  be  at  all  this  pains  for  a  com- 
plexion, I'd  be  as  brown  as  a  berry 
;di  my  life-time !  The  fine-It  flowers,  I 
have  heard  fay,  are  railed  from  dung; 
T'.rA,  perhaps,  it  may  be  fo  :  I  am  fure 
'tis  fo  at  our  houfe';  for  mylady  takes 
phyfick  twice  a  week,  nncj  treats  her 
backfide  with  a  clyfter  once  a  fort- 
night, and  all  this  to  preferve  a  com- 
plexion!' 

While  the  waiting-  gentlewoman  wa.s 

haranguing  thus  ?t  the  expence  of  her 

D  miurais, 
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miftrefs,  the  captain's  valet  alfo  came 
into  the  kitchen  ;  and  hearing  his  fellow- 
fervant  very  loud  and  vociferous,  en- 
quired what  was  the  matter.  '  Matter!' 
cried  (he,  *  matter  enough  o'coni'cience ! 
Don't  you  lee  there  ?  This  plaguy  little 
devil  of  a  dog  has  been  and  flung 
down  my  lady's  backfide's  breakfait !' 
— '  Blefs  us !  a  prodigious  dif "alter  in- 
deed !'  replied  the  valet.  '  Why,  what 
mall  we  do  now,  Mrs.  Minikin  ?  I  am 
afraid  your  lady/hip's  complexion  will 
want  it's  bloom  to-day!' — '  Hang  her 
complexion!'  laid  Abigail;  '  I  wifh 
her  complexion  was  at  the  bottom  of 
her  own  clofe-ftool!  She  need  be  fo 
generous  to  her  backfide  indeed !  I  am 
(lire  (he  is  not  fo  over  -  and  -  above  ge- 
nerous to  her  fervants,  and  her  trades- 
folks!'—' True,'  cried  the  valet ;  'if 
file  would  treat  us  with  a  breakfaft  now 
and  then,  as  well  as  her  backfide,  me- 
thinks  it  would  not  be  amifs ;  for,  deuce 
take  me,  if  ever  I  faw  fuch  houfe- 
keeping  in  any  family  that  ever  I  lived 
in,  in  my  days !  They  drefs  plaguy 
fine  both  cf  'em,  and  cut  a  figure  a- 
broad,  while  their  fervants  are  (carving 
at  home.'—'  Yes,  yes,'  faid  Mrs. 
vlinikin,  '  'tisa)lihew,andnolubftance, 
at  our  hotife !  There's  your  prttty  ma- 
fter,  the  captain,  has  been  ('mugging 
up  his  pretty  face,  and  cleaning  his 
teeth,  for  this  hour,  before  the  look- 
ing-glafs,  this  morning:  I  wonder  he 
does  not  clyfter  for  a  complexion  too! 
Though,  thank  Heaven!  he's  cox- 
comb enough  already,  and  wants  no 
addition  to  his  pride :  he  leems  to  think 
no  woman  can  look  him  in  the  face 
without  falling  in  love  with  him,  with 
his  black  fulitaire,  and  his  white  teeth, 
and  his  frizzled  hair,  and  his  fopperies  ! 
O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us !  Well, 
everyone  to  their  liking:  but,  hang 
me,  if  I  would  not  marry  a  monkey  as 
foon  as  fuch  a  powdered  fcaramouch, 
were  I  woman  of  quality!— Get  out, 
you  little  nafty  devil  of  a  dog!  Hang 
me  if  I  won't  brain  you,  and  let  the 
little  vixens  your  miflrefles  fay  what 
they  pleafe!' 

Having  faid  this,  (he  fet  out,  full  of 
rage,  in  purfuit  of  poor  Pompey,  who 
took  to  his  heels  with  great  precipitation, 
and  fled  for  his  life ;  but  not  being  nim- 
ble enough,  he  was  overtaken,  and  fmart- 
ed  feverely  for  the  trelpafs  he  had  com- 
mitted. To  fay  th"'  j-'ii,  he  fcon  began 
find  hiinfdf  very  uuiiappily  lituated 


in  this  family ;  for  wretched  are  all  thofe 
animals  that  become  the  favourites  of 
children.  At  firft,  indeed,  he  fuffered 
only  the  barbarity  of  their  kindnefs,  and 
was  perfecuted  with  no  other  cruelties 
than  what  arofe  from  their  extravagant 
love  of  him:  but  when  the  date  of  his 
favour  began  to  expire,  (and  it  did  not 
continue  long)  he  was  then  taught  to 
feel  how  much  feverer  their  hatred  could 
be  than  their  fondnefs.  He  had,  indeed, 
from  the  firft,  two  or  three  dreadful  pre- 
fages  of  what  might  happen  to  him  ;  for 
he  had  feen  with  his  own  eyes  the  two 
kittens,  his  play -fellows,  drowned  for 
feme  mifdemeanor  they  had  been  guilty 
of;  and  the  magpye's  head  chopped  off 
with  the  greateft  paflion,  for  daring  to 
peck  a  piece  of  plumb  -  cake  that  lav  in 
the  window  without  permiffion ;  which 
inftances  of  cruelty  were  fufficient  to 
warn  him,  if  he  had  any  forefight,  of 
what  might  afterwards  happen  to  him- 
felf. 

But  he  was  not  left  long  to  entertain 
himfelf  with  conjectures,  before  he  felt 
in  perfon  and  in  reality  the  mifchievous 
di.'pofition  of  thefe  little  tyrants.  Some- 
times they  took  it  into  their  heads  that 
he  was  full  of  fleas ;  and  then  he  was 
foufed  into  a  rub  of  water  till  he  was  al- 
moft  dead,  in  order  to  kill  the  vermin  that 
inhabited  the  hair  of  his  body.  At  other 
times,  he  was  fct  on  his  hinder-legs  with, 
a  book  before  his  eyes,  and  ordered  to 
read  his  leflfon ;  which  not  being  able  to 
perform,  they  whipped  him  till  he  howl- 
ed, and  then  chaftifed  him  the  more  for 
daring  to  be  fenfible  of  pain. 

Much  of  this  treatment  did  he  un- 
dergo, often  wifbing  himfelf  reftored  to 
the  arms  of  Lady  Tempelt ;  when  For- 
tune, taking  pity  of  his  calamities,  once 
more  refolved  to  change  his  lodgings, 
and  delivered  him  from  this  houfeot  *n- 
quifition. 


CHAP.    X. 

A  MATRIMONIAL  DISPUTE. 

LADY  Betty  Vincent  had  a  mother 
ftill  l!'ing,  as  we  hinted  in  the 
preceding  chapter ;  who,  having  worn 
out  her  life  m  vanity,  cards,  end  all 
Ibrts  of  luxury,  was  now  tvrned  metho- 
.  dift  at  fcvi-'y,  and  thought,  byprefcnt- 
ing  Heaven  with  the  dregs  of  her  age, 
to  atone  for  all  the  riot  and  lafcivioufnefs 

of 
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of  her  youth.  For  this  purpofe,  fhe  had 
renounced  all publick  diverfions, put  her- 
felf  under  the  tuition  of"  the  two  great 
field-preaching  apoltles,  and  was  become 
one  of  the  warmelt  votaries  of  that  pre- 
vailing feel. 

But,  befides  the  felf-mortification  fhe 
was  pleafecl  to  undergo,  her  ladyfliiphad 
iikewile  an  additional  ftratagem  to  pro- 
cure her  pardon  above,  which  (he  thought 
impoflible  to  fail  her ;  and  this  was  to 
take  her  eldeft  grand-daughter  out  of  the 
temptations  of  a  wicked,  feducing  age, 
into  her  own  family,  and  breed  her  up  a 
niethodilt :  the  merit  of  which  laudable 
aclion,  fhe  hoped,  would  compenfate  all 
her  own  mifcarriages,  and  effectually  re_ 
flore  her  to  the  Divine  favour. 

Having  thus  laid  the  fcheme  of  com- 
pounding matters  with  Heaven,  and 
making  the  virtues  of  the  grand-daughter 
balance,  as  it  were,  and  fet  off  the  fins  of 
the  grand-mother,  fhe  now  thought  only 
of  putting  it  in  execution.  In  the  firlt 
place,  fhe  communicated  her  defign  to 
the  two  apoitles ;  and,  the  moment  fhe 
was  affured  of  their  approbation,  fhe  dif- 
patched  a  meflage  to  her  daughter,  de- 
liring  an  hour's  con verfation  with  her  the 
firft  time  'fhe  was  at  leifure. 

Lady  Betty,  who  had  great  depend- 
ance  on  her  mother,  did  not  fail  to  an- 
fwer  the  fummons,  and  was  with  her 
very  early  the  next  morningj  fo  very 
early,  that  the  clock  had  but  juft  ftruck 
one ;  which,  fhe  faid,  was  an  inftance  of 
her  uncommon  filial  obedience.  It  may 
be  imagined  the  two  ladies  foon  came  to 
agreement:  Lady  Betty  being  as  glad 
to  get  rid  of  a  charge,  as  Lady  Harridan 
to  acquire  a  companion,  which  fhe  re- 
prefented  as  the  motive  that  induced  her 
to  take  her  grand-daughter  into  her  fa- 
mily. 

Matters  being  thus  fettled,  Lady  Betty 
returned  home  to  dinner;  where  fhe  ob- 
f  erved  a  fullen  filence  till  the  cloth  was 
removed,  and  the  iervants  were  carrying 
away  the  lafl  things.  Then  it  was  that 
fhe  plealed  to  open  her  mouth,  and  bade 
one  of  the  footmen  tell  Minikin  to  get 
Sally's  cloaths  and  linen  packed  up  a- 
gainft  the  evening.  There  happened  at 
this  time  to  be  a  miff  fubfifting  between 
her  ladyfhip  and  the  captain,  and  they 
had  glouted  at  one  another  for  feveral 
days  jvithout  exchanging  a  word.  She 
did  not,  therefore,  vouchfafe  to  afk  her 
huiband's  confent  in  the  flep  fhe  was 


taking,  nor  even  to  inform  him  of  it  in 
direct  terms,  but  left  him  to  extract  it 
as  well  as  he  could  from  this  oblique 
meffage,  which  fhe  fent  to  her  maid. 
The  captain,  who  faw  plainly  that  fome 
myftery  was  contained  under  thefe  orders, 
had  at  firft  a  mind  to  be  revenged  by  af- 
fefting  not  to  hear  them  ;  but  curiofity 
prevailing  over  his  refentment,  he  fub- 
mitted  at  length  to  afk  whither  his  daugh- 
ter was  going. 

*  Why,  if  you  will  fpend  all  your  life 
'  at  White's,  and  lofeall  your  money  in 

*  play,'  replied  the  lady,  with  an  air  of 
difdain,  '  I  muft  difpofe  of  my  children 
'  as  well  as  I  can,  I  think.' 

'  But  what  connection  is  there,  in  the 

*  name  of  God,'  faid  the  captain,  '  be- 
'  tween  my  playing  at  White's  and  your 
'  packing  up  your  daughter's  cloaths  ? 
'  Unlefs,  perhaps,  you  are  going  to  fend 

*  your  daughter  to  the  Foundling  Hof- 
'  pital.' 

'  Yes,  perhaps  I  am,*  cries  fhe,  with 
a  tofs  of  her  head :  '  it  one  can't  main- 
'  tain  one's  children  at  home,  they  muft 

*  e'en  come  upon  the  pariih,  and  there's 
'  an  end  of  it.' 

Still  the  captain  remained  \menlighten- 
ed;  not  a  ray  of  information  tranlpired 
through  thefe  dark  fpceches;    and,  in- 
deed, there  feemed  to  be  ito  likelihood  of 
an  eclairciffement ;   for  in  this  manner 
they  continued  to  play  at  crofs-purpofes 
with  one  another  for  feveral  minutes. 
At  laft,  his  patience  being  utterly  ex- 
haufted,  he  infilled  very  earneftly,  and 
fcmewhat  angrily,   to  know  what  was 
going  to  be   done  with  his  daughter. 
Why,  mamma  has  a  mind  to  take  the 
girl  to  live  with  her,  if  you  muft  know,* 
eplied  her  ladyfhip ;  '  and  that  is  going 
to  be  done  with  your  daughter.     If 
you  will  get  children,  without  being 
able  to  maintain  them,  you  may  be 
thankful,  methinks,  to   find  there  is 
fomebody  in  the  world  that  will  take 
them ofFyour hands.'' — <Oh>Mad;:in  !* 
ries  the  captain,  '  as  to  the  article  of 
begetting  children,  I  apprehend  your 
ladyfhip  to  be  full  as  guilty  as  I  am.j 
and  therefore  that  is  out  of  the  qutf- 
tion.  But  as  to  you;  mamma's  taking 
them  off  our  hands,  devil  take  me  if 
I  am  not  exceedingly  obliged  to  her 
for  it.     Your  mamma  is  welcome  to 
take  them  all,  if  fhe  pleafes.     I  only 
wanted  to  know  what  wa.>  going  to  be 
done  with  the  girl,  and  now  1  am  inoft 
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«  perfectly  /atisfied  :'  which  he  uttered 
with  the  moft  taunting  pronunciation  in 
the  world. 

There  is  nothing  fo  exceedingly  pro- 
yoking  as  a  fneer  to  peop.e  enraged  and 
enflamed  with  pride.    The  captain  per- 
ceived the  effeft  it  had;  and  revolving  to 
purfue  his  triumph — '  My  dear,'  added 
he,  '  to  be  lure  the  prudent  care  yoxi 
are  talcing  to  provide  for  your  children 
is  highly  commendable ;    but   I    am 
af'niiu  your  nninma  wilh  debauch  the 
girl  with  religion:    (he'll  teach  her, 
perhaps,  to  whine  and  cant,  and  fay  her 
pi  aye:  s  under  the  godly  Mr.  White- 
field.' 

Lady  Betty  had  never  in  her  life  (hewn 
the  lealt  regard  for  her  mother :  (he  had 
married  in  direft  oppofition  to  her  will, 
and  paitly  out  of  revenge,  becaufe  (he 
happened  at  that  time  to  have  a  quarrel 
with  her,  and  knew  her  difmclination  to 
the  match  $  but  now,  fo  much  was  (he 
galled  with  the  captain's  raillery,  that 
ihe  gladly  feized  on  any  thing  which  of- 
fered as  a  handle  of  reproach.     With 
rage,  therefore,   fparkling  in  her  eyes, 
and  indignation  glowing  all  over  her 
face,  (he  cried  out — '  How  dare  you  ri- 
dicule my  mamma?  If  mamma  has  a 
mind  to  be  an  old  doating  idiot,  and 
change  her  religion,  does  it  become 
you,  of  all  people,  to  reproach  her  with 
it?  Yo:i  have  the  greateft  obligations 
to  her,  Sir;  and  you  may  be  aihamed 
to  give  yo;irfelf  iuch  airs.    You  ridi- 
cule my  mamma!  you,  of  all  people 
in  the  world'!  'Twould  have  been  wrll 
forme,  I  am  fure,  if  I  had  taken  mam- 
ma's advice,  and  never  had  you;  for, 
you  know,  you  brought  nothing  but 
your  little  beggarly  commiffion ;  and 
what  is  the  income  of  a  little  beggarly 
ccmmiflion  ?  'Tis  not  fufficient  to  f'.'r- 
ni(h  one's  piu-cu(hion  with  pins.  And 
who,  pray,  was  you,  when  I  had  you  ? 
You  know  you  was  no  blood  or  fa- 
miiy;  and  yet  you  pretend  to  ridicule 
my  mr.mma!— You  of  all  people!— •» 
ytfu!    If  it  was  not  for  mamma  now, 
you  would  ftarve— you  and  all  your 
brats  would  ftarve  with  want !' 
When  a  difpute  is  grown  to  the  highefr, 
efpecially  if  it  be  a  matrimonial  one,  all 
fober  argument  and  cool  reply  are  no- 
thing better  than  words  fpoken  againft 
the  wind.  The  judicious  captain,  there- 
fore, in  (lead  of  anfwcring  this  inveclive 
of  his  ft  oufe,  very  wifely,  in  my  opinion, 
fell  a  fuiging;  which  fo  exafperated  the 


fair  lady,  and  fo  utterly  overfct  her  pa- 
tience, that  (he  darted  from  her  chair, 
fwept  down  two  or  three  bottles  and 
glalles  with  her  hoop-petticoat,  flounced 
out  of  the  room,  and  ru'died  up -flairs, 
ready  to  bunt  with  fpite  and  indigna- 
tion. 

All  the  while  this  difpute  was  parting 
in  the  parldTir,  our  hero  was  the  fubject 
of  as  fierce  a  one  among  his  little  owner?, 
or  rather  tormentors,  in  another  room : 
for  as  the  eldeft  girl  was  going  into  a 
different  family,  it  was  neceffary  they 
(hould  make  a  reparation  of  their  play- 
things ;  and  our  hero  being  incapable  of 
divifion,  unlefs  they  had  carved  him  out 
into  (hares,  a  warm  debate  arofe  con- 
cerning him,  both  (ides  obftinately  re- 
fufing  to  wave  their  pretenfions.  This, 
perhaps,  may  feem  a  little  wonderful  u> 
the  reader,  who  has  been  informed  that 
they  were  all  long  ago  grown  tired  of 
him :  but  let  him  confider  the  tempers  of 
this  little  family,  begotten  in  (pleen, 
peeviftinefs,  and  pride,  and  I  believe  he 
will  not  think  it  unnatural,  after  the  re- 
cent example  he  has  feen  of  their  parents, 
that  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  mould -make 
them  contend  with  the  greateft  vehe- 
mence for  a  matter  of  the  moft  abfolute 
indifference  to  them.  This  was  in  reality 
the  caufe  of  their  contention ;  and  they 
would  foon  have  gone  together  by  tlrs 
ears,  had  not  their  mamma  appeared  to 
decide  the  queftion  in  favour  of  her  eldeft 
girl,  whofe  claim,  (lie  faid,  was  indif- 
putahle,  from  the  circumftance  of  her 
finding  him  in  the  Park. 

Lady  Betty  was  hardly  yet  recovered 
from  her  paflion ;  but  being  now  told 
that  Lady  Harridan's  coach  was  waiting 
for  her  at  the  door,  (lie  ccmpofed  her  face 
as  well  as  (lie  could,  and  mounted  into 
it,  attended  by  her  daughter  and  the  hero 
of  this  hiftory. 

CHAP.    XI. 

A  STROKE  AT  THE  METHODISTS. 

THEY  arrived  at  Lady  Harridan's 
about  feven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, and  were   immediately   conducted 
up  (tail  s  into  her  ladyfliip's  dining-room, 
where  they  found  a  large  company  of 
women  aflVmbled.     On  the  firft  fight  of 
fo  many  ladies,  I  believe,  our  hero  con- 
cluded he  was  got  into  fome  route  or 
drum,  fuch  as  he  had  often  feen  at  Lady 
Ttmpeft'sj 
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Tempeft's;  yet,  on  the -other  hand,  he 
knew  not  well  how  to  reconcile  many 
appearances  with  f'.ch  a  fuppofition.  He 
faw  no  cards,  he  heard  no  laughing: 
the  iblemn  faces  of  the,  fervants,  who 
now  and  then  appeared  ;  the  fober  looks 
of  the  company;  every  thing  feevned  to 
inform  him,  that  pleasure  never  could 
be  the  caufe  of  this  affembly.  It  was, 
indeed,  a  fifterhood  of  the  godly,  met 
together  to  bewail  the  vanities  of  h  man 
life,  and  congratulate  one  another  on 
their  common  good -luck,  in  breaking 
away  from  the  enchantments  of  a  finful 
world. 

The  caufes  which  had  converted  them 
to  methodifm  were  almoft  as  various  as 
the  feveral  characters  of  the  converts. 
Some,  the  ill-fuccefs  of  their  charms  had 
driven  to  clefpair ;  others,  a  conl'cioufnefs 
of  too  great  fuccefs  had  touched  with  re- 
pentance; and  both  thefe  terminated  in 
fuperrtitious  melancholy.  Diiappointed 
love  and  criminal  amour,  though  op- 
pofite  in  nature,  here  wrought  the  fame 
effefts.  Thunder  and  lightning,  ill- 
omened  dreams,  earthquakes,  vapours, 
fmall-pox,  all  had  their  converts  in  this 
religious  collection :  but  far  the  moil 
part  of  them,  like  the  noble  preiident, 
were  women  fatigued  and  worn  out  in  the 
vanities  of  life,  the  battered  and  fuper- 
annuated  jades  of  pleafure,  who,  being 
grown  fick  of  themfelves,  and  wearyiof 
the  world,  were  now  fled  to  method ifm, 
inerely  as  the  neweft  fort  of  foily  that 
had  lately  been  invented. 

'  Species  non  omnibus  una, 

*  Nee  diverfa  tamen;  qualem  decet  effe  fo- 

'  rorum.' 

The  appearance  of  Lady  Betty,  in  fuch 
a  company  as  this,  was  like  a  wafp's  in- 
vading a  neft  of  drones :  me  was  too  fpi- 
rited,  too  much  drafted,  too  worldly,  to 
be  agreeable  to  them ;  and  they,  in  return, 
gave  as  little  pleafure  to  her.  In  fhort, 
fhe  very  foon  found  herfelf  out  of  her 
element;  and,  after  fitting  a  few  minutes 
only,  rofe  up,  and  began  to  make  her  de- 
parting curtfeys. 
'  *  Why,  fure,  you  are  not  going,  Lady 

*  Betty  ?'  cried  the  mother.  '  I  prefumed 

*  upon  your  ftaying  the  evening  with 

*  us.' 

*  No,  thank  you,'  replied  the  daugh- 
ter; '  another  time,  if  you  pleafe,  mam- 
'  ma :  but  you  leem  to  be  all  too  reli- 
f  gious  abundantly  for  me  at  preient ! 


*  I  can't  afford  to  fay  my  prayers  above 
'  once  a  week,  mamma;   arid  'tis  not 
'  Sunday  to-day,  according  to  my  cal- 

*  dilation.' 

'  For  mame ! — for  fhame,  my  dear!— 
'  don't  indulge  fuch  levity  of  difcourfer 
fakt  Lady  Harridan.  *  Let  me  prevail  oa 

*  you  to  ftay,  Lady  Betty ;  and  I  am 
'  fure  we  mall  make  a  convert  of  ycu. 

*  There's  that  tranquillity,  my  dear,  that 
'  compofure,  that  Icrenity  of  mind,  at- 

*  tending  methodifm,  that,  I  am  fure, 
'  no  perfon,  who  judges  fairly,  can  re- 
'  fufe  to  embrace  it !  Pleafure,  my  dear, 

*  is  all  vanity  and  folly,   an  unquiet, 
'  empty,  tranhent  delufion!  Believe  me, 
'  child,  I  have  experienced  it;  I  have 

*  proved  the  vanity  of  it;  and,  depend 

*  upon't,  {boner  or  later,  you  will  come 

*  to  the  frme  way  of  thinking.' 

'  Very  likely  I  may,'  replied^  Lady 
Betty :  *  but  you'll  give  me  leave  to  grow 
'  a  little  wickeder  firfr.,  won't  you,  nnm- 
'  ma  ?  I  have  not  fins  enough  at  prefent  j 
'  I  am  not  quite  wicked  enough  as  yet 
'  to  turn  methodiii.' 

'  Fie!  tie!  don't  enroxiraee  th?t  li- 
'  centiouihefs  of  converfation  !'  cries  the 
old  Ia3y.  '  You  fhock  me,  my  dear,  be- 

*  yond  meafure;  you   make  my  blood 
'  run  cold  again  to  hear  you !    But  let 

*  me  beleech  you  to  llay ;    and  you'll 

*  have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  the  dear 
'  Whitefield  talk  on  this  lubjecl ;  we  ex- 
'  pect  him  every  minute/ 

'  Do  you?'  fays  Lady  Betty;  «  then, 
'  upon  my  honour,  I'll  hieine  away  this 

*  moment;  for rilpromife you, mamma, 
'  I  have  not  the  leail  deiire  or  c;:riof:ty 
'  to  hear  the  dear  Wliitefiild :  and  Jo 
'  your  fervant — ladies,  your  fervant  !* 
Having  faid  this,  (he  bruftied down  iiairs, 
and  left  the  company  aftonimed  at  her 
prophanencfs. 

As  Lady  Betty  went  out,  the  dear 
Whitefield  and  his  brother  apoftle  en- 
tered, who  were  the  only  people  want- 
ing to  compleat  this  religious  collection. 
On  their  appearance  the  mylte'ries  began, 
and  they  all  fell  to  lamenting  the  wick- 
ednefs  of  their  former  lives.  The  great 
guilt  of  loving  cards,  the  exceeding Gn- 
fulnefs  of  having  been  fond  of  dancing 
in  their  youthful  days,  were  enumerated 
as  fins  of  the  molt  atrocious  quality; 
whilil  other  crimes,  of  a  nature  perhaps 
not  inferior  to  rhel'e,  were  very  prudently 
kept  out  of  fight.  Then  Mr.  Whitefield 
began  to  preach  the  hi  (lory  of  his  life, 
and  lelatcd  the  many  combats  and  dd'pe- 

rate 
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rate  encounters  he  had  had  with  the  de- 
vil ;  how  Satan  confined  him  to  his 
chamber  once  at  college,  and  permitted 
him  not  to  eat  for  ieveral  days  together ; 
with  ten  thoufand  other  malicious  pranks 
played  by  the  prince  of  darknefs  on  the 
body  of  that  unfortunate  adventurer,  if 
we  may  believe  his  own  journals.  He 
proceeded,  iu  the  next  place,  to  defcribe 
the  many  miracles  which  Heaven  had 
wrought  in  his  favour ;  how  it  celled  to 
rain-once,  and  the  fun  broke  out  on  a 
fudden,juft  as  he  was  beginningto  preach 
on  Kennington  Common;  with  a  mil- 
lion more  equally  Ihi,  smlous  prodigies, 
which  (hew  how  great  an  intereit  Heaven 
takes  in  all  the  aftions  of  that  religious 
rnountebank.  When  the  company, had 
cnioyed  enough  of  this  fpiritual  and  fu- 
ipirious  converi'ation,  they  proceeded,  in 
the  laic  place,  to  fmging  pfalms ;  and 
this  concluded  the  fuperftition  of  the 
evening. 

All  the  former  part  of  the  time,  our 
hero  fat  very  compofed  and  quietly  be- 
fore the  fire  ;  but  when  they  began  to 
chant  their  hymns,  fin-prized  and  ailo- 
niftied  with  the  novelty  of  this  proceed- 
ing, he  fell  to  howling  with  the  moft 
fbnorous  accent,  and  in  a  key  much 
higher  than  any  of  the  fcrearping  fitters. 
Nor  was  this  all;  for  prefently  afterwards, 

Mr.  Wh« d  attempting  to  llroke  him, 

he  fnarled,  and  bit  his  finger:  which 
being  the  felf-fame  indignity  thru  Lucian 
formerly  offered  to  the  hand  of  a  fimilar 
importer,  we  thought  it  not  beneath  the 
dignity  of  this  hiftory  to  relate  it.  To  (ay 
the  truth,  I  believe  he  had  taken  fome 
dii'guft  to  that  exceeding  pious  gentle- 
man ;  for,  bcfides  thefe  two  inlhmces 
of  ill -behaviour,  he  was  guilty  of  a 
much  greater  rudenefs  the  next  day  to 
his  works. 

Lady  Harridan,  as  foon  as  me  arofe 
the  next  morning,  fcnt  for  her  little 
grand  -  daughter  immediately  into  her 
clofet,  and  made  her  repeat  fome  long 
method iftical  prayers  ;  after  which,  (he 
heard  her  read  ieveral  pages  out  of  the 
flpoftle's  journal,  and  then  they  went  to 
breakfaft;  but,  by  mittake,  left  poor 
Pompey  ftiut  up  in  the  clolct.  The  little 
priloner  fcratched  very  impatiently  to  be 
releaied,  and  made  various  attempts  to 
open  the  door;  but  not  having  the  good 
fortune  to  fucccid,  he  leaped  upon  the 
table,  and  wantonly  did  his  occasions  on 
the  field-preacher's  memoirs,  which  lay 


open  upon  it.  Whether  this  was  done 
to  exprefs  his  contempt  of  the  book,  or1 
merely  from  an  incapacity  of  fupprefling 
his  needs,  is  hardly  pofTible  for  us  to 
determine;  though  we  are  feni'ible  how 
much  it  would  exalt  him  in  the  reader's 
efteein,  to  afcribe  it  to  the  former  mo- 
tive: and,  indeed,  it  muft  be  ConfeflM, 
that  his  chufmg  to  drop  his  fuperfluiiies 
on  fo  particular  a  foot,  may  very  well 
countenance  fuch  afufpicion  ;  but,  unleli 
we  had  the  talents  of  .^Elbp  to  interpret 
the  fentiments  of  brutes,  it  will  for  ever 
be  impoffible  to  come  at  die  truth. of  this 
important  affair. 

However  that  be,  Lady  Harridan  un- 
fortunatejy  returned  to  her  clofet  foon 
afterwards,  and  faw  the  crime  he  had 
been  guilty  of.  Rage  and  indignation 
fparklcd  in  her  eyes  ;  me  rang  her  bell 
infbmtly  with  the  greateft  fury;  and,  on 
the  appearance  of  a  footman,  ordered 
him  immediately  to  be  hanged.  His 
young  miltrefs,  whole  love  for  him  had 
longimce  cooled,  and  who,  beiides,  feared 
her  grand-mamma's  refentmem,  did  not 
think  proper  to  oppofe  the  fentence.  He 
was  had  away,  therefore,  that  moment,  to 
execution ;  which,  I  dare  fay,  courteous 
reader,  thou  art  extremely  glad  to  hear, 
as  it  would  put  aperiod  to  his  hiltory,  and 
prevent  thee  from  mifpending  any  more 
of  thy  precious  time.  But,  alas !  thy 
hopes  are  vain  ;  thy  labours  are  not  yet 
at  an  end.  The  footman,  who  happened 
to  have  fome  few  grains  of  companion  in 
his  nature,  inftead  of  obeying  his  lady's 
orders,  fold  him  that  day  for  a  pint  of 
porier  to  an  alehoufe- keeper's  daughter 
in  Tyburn  Road.  Here,  then,  gentle 
friend,  if  thou  art  tired,  let  me  advife 
thee  to  defift,  and  fall  afleep;  or,  if  per- 
chance thy  fpirits  are  frem,  and  thou  doll 
not  yet  begin  to  yawn,  proceed  on  cou- 
rageoufly,  and  thou  wilt,  in  good  time, 
arrive  at  the  end  of  thy  journey. 

CHAP.     XII. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  A  MODISH  MAR- 
RIAGE— THE  INSCRIPTION  OF  A 
COFFEE-HOUSE  —  AND  A  VERT 
CRAVE  POLITICAL  DEBATE  ON 
THE  GOOD  OF  THE  NATION. 

POMPEY  was  fold,  as  we  have  jufl 
obfervcd,  to  an  alehoufe  -  keeper's 
daughter,  for  the  valuable  confidpration 

of 


POMPEY  THE  LITTLE. 


of  n  pint  of  porter.  This  amiable  young 
lady  was  then  on  the  point  of  marriage 
with  a  hackney- coachman,  and  foon  af- 
terwards the  nuptials  were  confummated 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  two  ancient  fami- 
lies, who  were  by  this  means  fure  of  not 
being  extinft.  As  ibon  as  the  ceremony 
was  over  at  the  Fleet,  the  new-married 
couple  fet  out  to  celebrate  their  wedding 
at  the  Old  Blue  Boar  in  Tyburn  Road, 
and  the  bride  was  conducted  home  at 
night  dead-drunk  to  her  new  apartments 
in  a  garret  in  Smithfield. 

This  fafhionable  pair  had  fcarce  been 
married  three  days  before  they  began  to 
quarrel  on  a  very  fafhionable  fubject.  For 
the  civil  well-bred  hufband  coming  home 
one  night  from  his  ftation,  and  expecting 
the  cow-heels  to  have  been  ready  for  his 
fupper,  found  his  lodgings  empty,  and  his 
darling  fponfe  abroad.  At  about  eleven 
o'clock  ihe  came  flouncing  into  the  room, 
and  telling  him,  with  great gaiete  de  caeur, 
that  me  had  been  at  the  play,  began  to  de- 
fcribe  the  feveral  fcenes  of  Hamlet  Prince 
of  Denmark.  Judge  if  this  was  not  pro- 
vocation too  great  for  a  hackney-coach- 
man's temper.  He  fell  to  exercifmg  his 
whip  in  a  mofr  outrageous  manner,  and 
{he  applying  herfelf  no  lefs  readily  to 
more  defperate  weapons,  a  moft  bloody 
fray  enfued  between  them ;  in  which  the 
coachman  had  like  to  have  been  llabbed 
with  a  penknife,  and  his  fair  fpoufe  was 
c'.iliged  to  keep  her  bed  near  a  month 
with  the  bruiles  (he  received  in  this  hor- 
rid rencounter. 

Pompey  now  moft  fenfibly  felt  the  ill 
effects  of  his  former  luxury,  which  ferved 
only  to  aggravate  the  miferies  of  his  pre- 
fent  condition.  The  coarfe  fare  he  met 
with  in  rooflefs  garrets,  or  cellars  under 
ground,  were  but  indelicate  morfels  to  one 
who  had  formerly  lived  on  ragouts  and 
fricaliees;  and  he  found  it  veiy  difficult 
to  deep  on  hard  and  naked  floors,  who 
had  been  ufed  to  have  his  limbs  cushioned 
upon  fophas  and  couches.  But  luckily 
for  him,  his  favour  with  his  miftrefs 
procured  him  the  hatred  of  his  mafter, 
who  fold  him  a  fecond  time  to  a  nymph 
of  Billingfgate  for  a  pennyworth  of  oy- 
fters. 

His  .fituation  Indeed  was  not  mended 
for  the  prefent  by  this  means,  but  it  put 
him  in  a  way  to  be  releafed  the  fooner 
from  a  courfe  of  life  fo  ill-Anted  to  his 
conftitution  or  his  temper.  For  this  deli- 
cate fimerwoman,  as  flie  wertt  her  rounds, 
carried  him  oue  evening  to  a  certain  cof- 


fee-houfe  near  the  Temple,  where  the 
lady  behind  the  bar  was  immediately 
ftruck  with  his  beauty,  and  with  no  great 
difficulty  prevailed  on  the  gentle  water- 
nymph  to  All-render  him  for  a  dram  of 
brandy. 

His  fortunes  now  began  to  wear  a  little 
better  aipecl,  and  he  fpent  his  time  here 
agreeably  enough  in  liftening  to  thecon- 
verfations  and  difputes  that  arofe  in  the 
coffee-room  amongpeopleof  all  denomi- 
nations ;  for  here  allembled  wits,  critics, 
templars,  politicians,  poets,  country 
fquires,  grave  tradeiinen,  and  fapient  phy- 
ficians. 

The  little  confiftories  of  wit  claimed  his 
firft  attention,  being  a  dog  of  a  natural 
turn  for  humour,  and  he  took  a  pleafure 
to  hear  young  templars  criticife  the  works 
of  Shakefpeare,  call  Mr.  Garrick  to  ac- 
count every  evening  for  his  action,  extol 
the  beauty  of  aclreiles,  and  reputation 
of  whores . 

When  he  was  tired  of  the  clubs  of  hu- 
mour, he  would  betake  himfeif  to  ano- 
ther table,  and  lilfened  to  a  junto  of  po- 
liticians, who  ufed  to  affemble  herein  an 
evening  with  the  moft  publick-ipirited 
views;  namely,  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  and  point  out  the  errors  of  the  mi- 
niftry .  Here  he  has  heard  the  government 
arraigned  in  the  moft  abufive  manner, 
for  what  the  government  never  performed 
or  thought  of  j  and  the  loweft  ribaldry 
of  a  dirty  newipaper,  cried  up  as  the 
higheft  touches  of  attick  irony.  He  has 
heard  lea-fights  condemned  by  people 
who  never  faw  the  fea  even  through  a  te- 
lefcope j  and  the  general  of  an  army  called 
to  account  for  his  difpofition  of  a  battle, 
by  men  whofe  knowledge  of  war  never 
reached  beyond  a  cock  match. 

A  curious  c«mverfation  of  this  kind 
palled  one  day  in  his  hearing,  which  I 
fhall  beg  leave  to  relate  as  a  little  ipecimen 
of  coffee-houfe  oratory.  It  happened  at 
the  end  of  the  late  rebellion  ;  and  the  chief 
orator  of  the  club  began  as  ufual  with  af- 
ferting  that  the  rebellion  was  promoted 
by  the  miniftry  for  fbme  private  ends  of 
their  own.  '  What  was  the  reafon,'  faid 
he,  '  of  it's  being  disbelieved  fo  long? 
Why  was  our  army  abfent  at  fucli  a 
critical  conjuncture?  I  mould  be  glad 
to  hear  any  man  anfwer  me  thefe  qucf- 
tions.  They  may  think  perhaps  they 
are  afting  all  this  while  in  fecret,  and 
applaud  •ttasnfelves  for  their  cunning  j 
but  I  believe  I  know  more  than  they 
would  wiih  me  to  know.  Thank  God 
'  IcsD 
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I  can  fee  a  little,  if  I  pleafe  to  ope.n  my 
eyes.  'Zounds,  old  Walpole  is  behind 
the  curtain  ftill,  notwithstanding  his 
refignation,  and  the  old  game  is  play- 
ing over  again,  whatever  they  may  pre- 
tend .  There  was  a  c'orrefpondence  be- 
tween Walpole  and  Fleury,  to  my 
knowledge,  and  they  projected  between 
them  all  the  evils  that  have  hnce  hap- 
pened to  the  nation.' 
The  company  all  Itemed  to  agree  with 
this  eloquentgentleman'slentiments ;  and 
one  of  them  ventured  to  fay,  he  believed 
the  army  was  fent  into  Flanders,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  be  out  of  the  way  at  the  time  of 
the  infurreftion.  '  'Zounds,'  fays  the 
orator,  '  I  believe  you  are  in  the  right, 
'  and  the  wind  blew  them  over  againit 
'  their  inclinations.  Pox!  What  made 
'  What-d'ye-callum's  army  difperfe  as 
'  it  did  ?  let  any  body  anfwer  me  that,  if 
'  they  are  able.  Don't  you  think  they 

*  had  orders  from  above  to  run  away  ? 
'By  G— d  I  do,  if  you  don't,  and  I  be- 
'  lieve  I  could  prove  it  too,  if  I  was  to 

*  fet  about  it.    Befides,  if  they  have  any 
'  defire  of  preventing  future  invafions 
'  from  France,  why  don't  they  fend  out 
'  and  burn  all  their  (hipping  ?  Why  don't 
'  they  fend  out  Vernon  with  a  ftrong 
'  fleet,  and  let  him  burn  all  their  fliip- 
'  ping  ?  I  warrant  him,  if  he  had  a  pro- 

*  per  commiffion  in  his  pocket,  he  would 
'  not  leave  a  harbour  or  a  fhip  in  France ; 
'  but  they  know  they  don't  dare  do  it  for 
'  fear  of  difcoveries  j  they  are  in  league 
'  with    the  French    miniftry;   or  elfe, 
'  damme,  can  any  thing  be  fo  eafy  as  to 
'  takeandburnallthefhippinginFrance?' 

A  gentleman,  who  had  hitherto  fat 
filent  at  the  table,  replied,  with  a  fneer  on 
his  countenance—'  No,  Sir,  nothing  in 
'  the  world  can  be  fo  eafy,  except  talk- 
'  ing  about  it.'  This  drew  the  eyes  of 
the  company  upon  him,  and  every  one 
began  to  wink  at  his  neighbour,  when  the 
ora tor  refumed  the  difcourfe  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  '  Talk,  Sir !  no  faith,  we 

*  are  come  to  that  pals,  that  we  don't 

*  dare  talk  now-a-days ;  things  are  come 
'  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  we  don't  dare  open 
'  our  mouths.'1—'  Sir,'  faid  the  pentle- 
jnan,  '  I  think  you  have  been  talking  nl- 
'  ready  with  great  licentioufnefs ;  and  let 

*  me  add  too,  with  great  indecency  on  a 
'  very  ferious  fubiecl."— '  'Zound<,  S  r, 
faid  the  ora  tor, '  may  not  I  have  the  1  tertv' 

*  of  fpeaking  my  mind  freely  upon  _ny 
"  fubicct  that  I  i'leafe  ?  why  we  don't  live 
'  in  France,   Sir  j   you  forget  furely. 


'  This  is  England,  this  is  honeft  Old 

*  England,  Sir,  and  not  a  Mahometan 
'  empire;  though  God  knows  how  long 

*  we  fhall  continue  fo  in  the  way  we  are 
'  g0'ng  on>  and  yet,  forfooth,  we  muft- 
'  not  talk;  our  mouths  are  to  be  i'evved 
'  up  as  well  as  our  purfes  taken  from  us< 

'  Here  we  are  paying  four  millings  in  the 
'  pound,  and  yet  we  muft  not  fpeak  our 

*  minds  freely.' — '  Sir,'  faid  the  gentle- 
man, '  undoubtedly  you  may  fpeak  your 

*  mind  freely;    but  the   laws   of  your 
'  country  oblige  you  not  to  fpeak  tiea- 
'  fon,   and  the  laws  of  good-manners 
'  mould  difpofe  you  to  fpeak  with  decen- 
'  cy  and  refpeft  of  your  governors.  You 

*  fay,  Sir,  we  are  come  to  that  pafs,  that 
'  we  dare  not  talk.    I  proteft,  that  is  veiy 
'  extraordinary;  and  if  I  was  called  upon 
'  to  anfwer  this  declaration,  I  would  ra- 
'  ther  fay  we  are  come  to  that  pafs  now- 

*  a-days,  that  we  talk  with  more  viru- 
'  lence  and  ill-language  than  ever.   We 
'  talk  upon  fubjefts  which  it  is  impoffi- 
'  ble  we  fhould  underftand,  and  advance 
'  afTcrtions  which  we  know  to  be  falfe. 
'  Bold  affirmations  againit  the  govern- 
'  ment  are  believed  merely  from  the  dint 
'  of  aflurance  with  which  they  are  fpoken, 
'  and  the  idleft  jargon  often  paifcs  for  the 

*  founded  reafoning.     Give  me  leave  to 
'  fay,  you,  Sir,  are  a  living  example  of 

*  the  lenity  of  that  government,  which 
'  you  are  abufing  for  want  of  lenity, 
'  and  your  own  practice  in  the  ftrongeft 
c  manner  confutes  your  own  aflertions : 
'  but  Ibegwemaycallanotherfubiect.' 

Here  the  orator  having  nothing  more 
to  reply,  was  refolved  to  retire- from  a  place 
where  he  could  no  longer  make  a  figure. 
Wherefore,  flinging  down  his  reckon- 
ing, and  putting  on  his  hat  with  great 
vehemence,  he  walked  away  muttering 
furlily  to  himfclf — '  Things  are  come  to 

*  a  fine  pafs  truly,  it  people  m?y  not  have 
'  the  liberty  of  talking.'    The  reft  of  the 
com  any  fepn rated  icon  afterwards,  all  of 
them  harbc.urin  r  no  very  favourable  opi- 
nion of  the  gentleman,  who  had  taken 
the  courage  to  ftand  up  in  defence  of  the 
government.     Some  imagined  he  was  a 
fpy,  others  concluded  he  was  a  w; 

the  garettes,  and  the  moft ;  ait  we 
tented  with  only  thinking  him  a  fcol. 

The  angry  orator  was  no  focntr  go 
home  to  his  family,  and  featcd  in  h:s  el- 
bow-chair at  fupper,  than  he  begun  to 
give  vent  to  the  indignation  hi-  had  been 
collecting.  '  'Zounds,'  faid  he,  I  ha\« 
'  b«en  called  to  account  for  my 

'  to- night 


PCMPEY    THE    LITTLE. 


to-night.     I  have  been  told  by  a  jack- 
a-napes  at  the  coffee-houfe,  that  I  muft 
not  fay  what  I  pleafeagainttthe  govern- 
ment.    Talk  with  decency  indeed !  a 
fart  of  decency!  Let  them  aft  with  de- 
cency, if  they  have  a  hiind  to  (top  peo- 
ple's mouths.     Talk  with  decency! 
d — mn  'em  all,  I'll  talk  what  I  pleafe, 
and  no  king  or  minifter  on  earth  (hall 
controul  me.     Let  'em  behead  me,  if 
they  haye  a  mind,  as  they  did  Balme- 
rino,  and  t'other  fellow,  that  died  like 
a  coward.    Muft  I  be  catechized  by  a 
little  fycophant  that  kifles  the  a — e  of 
aminhbr?  What  is  an  Englishman  j 
that  dares  not  utter  his  fentirnents  freely? 
Talk  with  decency !  I  wi(h  I  had  kick<- 
ed  the  rafcal  out  of  the  coffee-houfe, 
and  I  will  if  ever  I  meet  him  again, 
d'mme !     Pox !  we  are  come  to  a  fine 
pafs,  if  every  little  prating,  pragmatical 
jack-a-napes,  is  to  contradift  a  true- 
born  Englifhman.' 
While  his  wife  and  daughter  fat  trem- 
bling at  the  vehemence  of  his  fpeeches, 
yet  not  daring  to  fpeak  for  fear  of  draw- 
ing his  rage  on  themfelves,  he  began  to 
curfe  them  for  their  filence;  and  addref- 
finghimfelf  to  his  wife—'  Whydo'ftnot 

*  fpeak  ?  crieshe : '  what,  I  fuppofe,  I  (hall 

*  have  you  telling  me  by-and-by  too, 

*  that  I  muft  talk  with  decency.' — '  My 
'  dear,'  faid  the  wife,  with  great  humi- 
lity, *  I  know  nothing  at  all  of  the  mat- 
k  ter.'— '  No,'  cries  he, '  I  believe  not ;  but 

*  you  might  know  to  drefs  a  fupper, 

*  though,  and  be  d-mn'd  to  you — Here's 

*  nothing  that  I  can  eat  according  to  cuf- 

*  torn.  Pox !  a  man  may  ftarve  with  fuch 

*  a  wife  at  the  head  of  his  family.' 
When  the  cloth  was  removed,  and  he 

was  preparing  to  fill  his  pipe,  unfortu- 
nately he  could  not  find  his  tobacco- (top- 
per, which  again  fet  his  choler  at  work. 

*  Go  up  flairs,  Moll!'  faid  he  to  one  of 
his    daughters,   '  and  feel   in   my  old 

breeches  pocket — D-mme,  I  believe 
that  fcoundrel  at  the  coffee-houfe  has 
robbed  me  with  his  decency.  Why 
doit  not  ftir,  girl  ?  what,  haft  got  the 
cramp  in  thy  toes?' — c  Why,  papa,' 
faid  the  girl  flippantly,  '  I  am  going  as 

*  faft  as  I  can.'     Upon  which,  immedi- 
ately he  threw  a  bottle  at  her  head,  and 
proceeding  from  invective  to  blov/s,  he 
beat  his  wife,  kicked  his  daughters,  fwore 
nt  his  fcrvants  ;  and,  after  all  this,  went 
reeling  up  to  bed  with  curfes  in  hismotuh 
again!!  the  tyranny  ol  the  government, 


Nothing  can  be  more  common  than 
examples  in  this  way,  of  people  who  pre- 
fide  over  their  families  with  the  moft 
arbitrary  brutal  feverity,  and  yet  are  ready 
on  all  occafions  to  abuie  the  government 
for  the  fmalleft  exertion  of  it's  power. 
To  fay  the  truth,  I  fcarce  know  a  man 
who  is  not  a  tyrant  in  miniature,  over  the 
circle  of  his  own  dependants;  and  I  have 
obferved  tlibfe  in  particular  to  exercife 
the  greateft  lordmip  over  their  inferiors, 
who  are  irioft  forward  to  complain  of  op- 
preflion  from  their  (uperiors.  Happy  is 
it  for  the  world,  that  this  coftee-houfe 
ftatefman  was  not  born  a  king,  for  one 
may  very  juftly  apply  to  him  the  line  o£ 
Martial-— 

1  Hei  mihi !  fi  fueris  tu  leo,  quails  eris  ?* 


CHAP.     XIIL 

A    DESCRIPTION     OF    COUNSELLOR. 
TANTUR.IAN. 

BUT  among  the  many  people  who 
frequented  this  coffee- houie,  Pom- 
pey  ,was  delighted  with  nobody  more 
than  with  the  perfon  of  counfellor  Tan- 
turian;  who  t;fed  to  crawl  out  once  a 
week,  to  read  all  the  public  papers  from 
Monday  to  Monday,  at  the  moderate 
price  of  a  penny.  •  Kis  drefs  and  charac- 
ter were  both  fo  extraordinary,  as  will  ex- 
culea  (hort  digreflion  upon  them. 

He  fet  out  originally  with  a  very  hum- 
ble fortune  at  the  Temple,  not  without 
hopes,  however,  of  arriving,  fome  time  or 
other,  at  the  chancellor's  feat :  but  hav- 
ing tried  his  abilities  once  or  twice  at  the 
bar,  to  little  pvirpofe,  nature foon  whifper- 
ed  in  his  ear,  that  he  was  never  defigned 
for  an  orator.  He  attended  the  judges, 
indeed,  after  this,  through  two  or  three 
circuits,  but  findinghis  gains  by  no  mean* 
equivalent  to  his  expences,  he  thought  it 
moft  prudent  to  decline  the  noify  forum, 
and  content  himfdf  with  giving  advice 
to  clients  in  a  chamber.  Either  his  ta- 
lents here  alfo  were  deficient,  or  fame  had 
not  fufficiently  divulged  his  merit,  but 
his  chamber  was  feldom  difturbed  with 
vifitors,  and  he  had  few  occafions  to  envy 
the  tranquillity  of  a  country  life,  accord- 
ing to  the  lawyer  in  Horace — 

Agricolam  laudat  juris  legufflque  peritus, 
Sub  Gallicantum  confultor  ubi  oftispulfat. 

e  HIS 


His  temper  grew  Soured  and  unfocial  hy 
inifcarriages;  and  the  narrownefs  of  his 
fortune  obliging  him  to  a  ftricl  fruga- 

he  loon  degenerated  into  avarice. 
The  ruft  of  money  is  very  apt  to  infect 
the  foul  ;  and  people  whole  circumstances 
condemn  them  to  ceconomy,  in  time 
grow  rollers  from  rciy  habit.  This  was 
the  cafe  with  Counicllor  Tanturian,  who 
having  quite  discarded  the  relilh  of  plea - 
Sure,  and  finding  his  little  pittance  by 
that  means  more  than  adequate  to  hisex- 
pvnres,  refolved  to  apply  the  overplus  to 
the  laudable  purpofes  of  uluiy.  This 
noble  occupation  he  had  followed  a  long 
time,  and  by  it  accumulated  a  fi.m  of 
ten  thoufand  pounds,  which  his  heart 
would  not  Suffer  him  to  enioy,  though 
he'had  neither  relation  or  friend  to  leave 
it  to  at  his  death.  He  lived  almoft  con- 
ftantly  alone  in  a  dirty  chamber,  deny- 
ing himfelf  eveiy  comfort  of  life,  and 
half  ftarved  for  want  of  fuftenance. 
Neither  love,  nor  ambition,  nor  joy,  dif- 
turbul  his  repoSe;  his  paflfions  all  cen- 
tered i  n  money,  and  he  was  a  kind  of  Sa- 

vvuhin  doors. 

The  furniture  of  his  perfon  was  not 
lets  curious  than  his  character.  At  home 

'. ,  he  wore  nothing  but  a  grea  jy  flan- 
nel cap  about  his  head,  and  a  ding}' 
wght-jjowa  about  his  body;  but  when 
he  went  abroad,  he  arrayed  himfelf  in  a 
Suit  of  black,  of  full  nventy  years  (land- 
ing, and  very  like  in  colour  to  what  is 
worn  by  undertakers  at  a  funeral.  His 

. . ,  which  had  once  adorned  the  head 
of  a  judge  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 

'  copioiiliy  over  his  back,  and  down 
Ins  ihoulders.  By  his  fide  hung  an 
aged  Sword,  long  rufted  in  it's  Scabbard; 
and  his  black  filk  .ftot  kings  had  been  fo 

darned  with  a  different  material, 
That,  like  Sir  John  Culler's,  they  were 
r.ow  ir.itamoiphofed  into  black  worded 
itoc-kings. 

.  Such  was  CounSellor  Tanturian,  who 
once  a  week  came  to  read  the  newlpa- 
]  ers  at  the  coffee-houle  where  Pompey 
lived.  A  dog  of  any  talents  for  hu- 
mour could  not  help  being  diverted  with 
his  appeal  an ce,  and  our  hero  found  great 
pleafure  in  playing  him  tricks,  in  which 
he  was  Secretly  encouraged  by  every  bo- 
dy'in  the  coffle-room.  At  firft,  indeed, 
he  never  law  him  without  barking  at 
him,  as  at  a  monfter  juft  dropped  out  of 
tlismoofl;  hut  when  time  had  a  little 
reconcikd  him  to  his  figure,  he  enter- 


tained the  company  every  time  He  came  * 
with  fome  new  prank  at  the  counsellor's 
expence.  Once  he  ran  nv/ay  with  his 
Spectacles  ;  at  another  time  he  laid  vio- 
lent teeth  on  his  fhirt,  which  hung  out  of 
his  breeches,  and  (hook  it,  to  die  great 
diverfion  of  all  beholders.  But  what 
occasioned  more  laughter  than  anything, 
was  a  trick  that  follows. 

Tanturian  had  been  tempted  one  day, 
by  two  old  acquaintances,  to  indulge  his 
genius  at  a  tavern  ;  where  he  complained 
highly  of  the  expenSiveneSs  of  the  dinner, 
though  it  confuted  only  of  a  beef-fteak 
and  two  fowls.  That  nothing  might 
be  loft,  he  took  an  opportunity,  i.r.ob- 
ferved  by  the  company,  to  flip  the  kg  of 
a  pullet  into  his  pocket;  intending  to 
carry  it  home  for  his  fupper  at  night. 
In  his  way  he  called  at  the  coffee-  honfe, 
where  little  Pompey,  playing  about  him 
as  ufual,  unfortunately  happened  to 
fcent  the  provifion  in  the  counsellor's 
pocket.  Tanturian,  mean  time,  was  fo 
deeply  engaged  with  his  newfpaper,  that 
he  never  attended  to  the  motions  of  the 
dog,  who  getting  flily  behind  him.  thruft 
his  head  into  the  pocket,  and  boldly 
feizingthe  fpoils,  diipiayed  them  in  tri- 
umph to  the  fight  of  the  whole  room . 
The  poor  counlellor  could  not  Hand  the 
laugh,  but  retired  home  in  a  melancholy 
mood,  vexed  at  the  difcovery,  and  more 
vexed  at  the  lofs  of  his  fupper. 

But  thefe  diverfions  were  foon  inter- 
rupted by  a  moft  unlucky  accident ;  and 
our  hero,  unfortunate  as  he  has  hitherto 
been,  is  now  going  to  fuffer  a  turn  of 
fate  more  grievous  than  any  he  yet  has 
known.  Following  the  maid  one  even- 
ing into  the  ftreets,  he  unluckily  mifled 
her  at  the  turning  of  an  alley,  and  hap- 
pening to  take  a  wrong  way,  prowled 
out  of  his  knowledge  before  he  was  aware. 
He  wandered  about  the  ftreets  for  many 
hours,  in  vain  endeavouring  to  explore 
his  way  home;  in  which  diftrefs  his  me- 
mory brought  back  the  cruel  chance  that 
had  Separated  him  from  his  heft  miftrefs 
Lady  Tempeft,  and  this  reflection  ag- 
gravated his  mifciy  beyond  defcription. 
At  laft,  a  watchman  picked  him  up,  and 
carried  him  to  the  watch-houfe,  where 
he  Spent  his  night  in  all  the  agonies  of 
honor  and  defpair.  For  a  watch-houle, 
as  I  dare  fay  many  of  my  readers  can  tef- 
tify  from  experience,  is  not  the  moft^ 
agreeable  place  of  repofe,  either  for  dog« 
ci  men. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

A  SHORT  CHAPTER,  CONTAINING 
ALL  THE  WIT,  AND  ALL  THE  SPI- 
RIT, AND  ALL  THE  PLEASURE, 
OF  MODERN  YOUNG  GENTLEMEN. 

W  / 

AS  he  was  here  abandoning  himfelf 
to  lamentation  and  deipair,  Ibme 
other  watchmen  brought  in  two  trelh 
prifoners  to  bear  him  company  in  his 
confinement,  who,  I  am  ferry  to  fay  it, 
were  two  young  lords.  They  were  ex- 
tremely disordered,  both  in  their  drefs 
and  understanding  ;  for  champaigne  was 
not  the  only  enemy  they  had  encounter- 
ed that  evening.  One  of  them  had  loft 
his  coat  and  waiftcoat ;  the  other  his 
bag  and  peruke,  all  but  a  little  circular 
lock  of  hair  which  grew  to  his  forehead, 
and  now  hanging  over  his  eyes,  added 
not  a  little  to  the  drollery  of  Ins  figure. 

The  generous  god  of  the  grape  had 
caft  fuch  a  mift  over  their  undei  ftand- 
ings,  that  they  were  infenfible  at  firft  of 
the  place  of  honour  they  were  promoted 
to  ;  but  at  length  one  of  them  a  little  re- 
covering his  wits,  cried  out — '  What  the 

*  devil  place  is  this  ;  a  bawdy-houfe,  or 
'  a  preibyterian  meeting- houfe  ?' — 'Nei- 
1  ther,  Sir,'  anfwered  a  watchman, '  but 

*  the  round-houfe.'— '  O  p — x!'  faid 
his  lordfhip,  '  I  thought  you  had  been 
'  a   diftenting  parfon,    old  Greybeard, 
'  and  was  going  to  preach  againft  w — r- 
'  ing ;  for  you  muft  know,  old  fellow, 

*  I  am  confoundedly  in  fotf  it.     But 

*  what  privilege  have  you,  Sit,  to  carry 
'  a  man  of  honour  to  the  ronud-houfe  ?' 
— '  Aye,'  faid  the  other,  '  what  right 
'  has  i'uch  an  old  fornicator  as  thou  art 

*  to  interrupt  the  pleafures  of  men  of 

*  quality?     May  not  a  nobleman  get 

*  drunk  without  being  difturbed  by  a 
'  pack  of  rafcals  in  the  ftreets?' — '  Gen- 

*  tlemen,'  anfwered  the  watch,  '  we  are 

*  no  rafcals,  but  fervants  of  his  Maie- 
'  fty  King  George ;  and  his  majefty  re- 

*  quires  us  to  take  up  all  people  that 

*  commit  disorderly  riots  in  hi.;  maje- 
'  fty 'sf  (tree  ts.' — '  You  lye,  you  fcoun- 
'  drejs!'   faid   one   of  their   Jordihinsj 

*  it  is  the  prerogative  of  men  of  fafhion 
'  to  do  what  the  pleafe  ;  and  I  will  pro- 

'*  fecute  you  for  a  breach  of  privilege. — 

'  D — mn  you,  my  lord,  I  will  hold  you 

'  fifty  pounds,  that  old  prig  there,  in  the 

'  great  coat,  is  a  cuckold,  and  he  fhall 


*  be  judge  himfelf. — How  mairy  eyes 
'  has  your  wife  got,  old  fellow  ;  one -or 
'  two  ?' — '  Well,  well,1  faid  the  watch- 
man, *  your  honours  may  abr.fe  us  as 
'  much  as  you  plsc.fe ;  but  we  know  w* 

*  are  doing  our  duty;  and  we  will  per- 
'  form  it  in  the  king's  name.1 — '  Your 

'*  duty,  you  rafcal!'  cried  one  of  thefe 
men  of  honour,  '  is  immediately  to  fetch 
'  us  a  girl  and  a  dozen  of  champaign ; 

*  if  you'll  perform  that,  I'll  fay  you  are 
'  as  honeft  an  old  fon  or  a  whore  as  ever 

*  lay  with  an  oyfter-WooaBi^Mydtar 
'  Fanny!  if  I  had  but  you  here,  and  a 
'  dozen  of  Ryan's  claret.  I  mould  efteem 

'  this  round-houfc  a  palace. — Curie  me  . 
'  if  I  don't  love  to  fteep  in  a  round-houfe 
'  ibmetimes!  it  gives  a  variety  to  life, 
'  and  relieves  one  from  the  infipidnefs  of 
'*  a  foft  bed.'— '  Well  faid,  my  hero!' 
anfwered  his  companion ;  '  and  thefe  old 
'  fcoundrels  (hall  cany  us  before  my1 
'  lord-mayor  to-morrow,  for  the  hu- 
'  mour  of  the  thing.  Pox  take  him! 

*  I  buy  all  my  tallow-candles   of  his 
'  lordfhip,  and  therefore  I  am  lure  he'll 

*  ufe  me  like  a  man  of  honour.' 

In  fuch  kind  of  rhodomontade  did 
thefe,  illuftrious  perfons  confume  their 
night,  and  principally  in  laying  wagers, 
which  at  prefent  is  the  hignett  article  of 
modern  plcafure ;  every  particular  of 
human  life  being  reduced  by  the  great 
calculators  of  chances  to  the  condition  of 
a  bet.  But  nothing  is  efteemed  a  more 
lavdable  topick  of  wagering  than  the 
lives  of  eminent  men;  which,  in  the  ele- 
gant lang-age  of  Newmarket,  is  called 
running  lives;  that  is  to  fay,  a  bifhop 
againft  an  alderman,  a  judge  againll  a 
keeper  of  a  tavern;  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment again  it  a  famous  boxer  ;  and  in 
this  manner  all  people's  lives  are  wagtred 
out,  with  proper  allowances  for  thtir 
ages,  infirmities,  and  diftempers.  Hap- 
py the  nation  that  can  produce  fuch  in- 
genious, accoroplifhed  fpirits! 

Thefe  two  honourable  peers  had  been 
fpending  their  evening  at  a  rwern,  with 
many  others;  and  when  therational  par- 
ticle was  thoroughly  drowned  in  claret, 
one  of-  the  company,  leaping  from  his 
chair,  cried  o-.;t — '  Who  will  do  any 
'  thing?'  upon  which  a  refolution  was 
immediately  taken  to  muke  a  ially  into 
the  ftreets,  and  drink  champaigne  \ij.>on 
the  horfe  at  Charing  Crofs.  This  was 
no.fooner  pro'efted  than  executed,  and 
they  performed  a  great  number  of  hero- 
£  a  ical 
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jcal  exploits,  too  long  to  be  mentioned  in 
this  work,  but  we  hope  fome  future  hif- 
torian  will  arife  to  immortalize  them  for 
the  fake  of  pofterity.  After  this  was 
over,  they  refolved  to  fcour  the  ftreets; 
and  perceiving  a  light  in  a  cellar  under- 
ground, our  two  heroes  magnanimoufly 
oefcended  into  that  fubterranean  cave  in 
quell  of  adventures.  There  they  found 
feme  hackney-coachmen  enjoying  them- 
felves  with  porter  and  tobacco,  whom 
they  immediately  attacked,  and  offered 
to  box  the  two  fturdieft  champions  of 
the  company.  The  challenge  was  ac- 
cepted in  a  moment,  and  whilft  our  he- 
roes were  engaged,  the  reft  of  the  coach- 
men chofetomake  off  with  their  cloaths, 
which  they  thought  no.  inconfiderable 
booty.  In  fhort,  thefe  gentlemen  of 
pleafure  and  high  life  were  heartily  drub- 
bed, and  obliged  to  retreat  with  ihame 
from  the  CELLAR  of  battle,  leaving,  their 
cloaths  behind  them,  as  fpoils,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy.  Soon  afterwards 
they  were  taken  by  the  watch,  being  too 
feeble  to  make  refiftance,  and  conducted 
to  the  round-houfe;  where  they  fpent 
their  night  in  the  manner  already  cle- 
fcribed.  The  next  morning  they  re- 
turned home  in  chairs,  new-drelled  them- 
lelves,  and  then  took  their  feats  in  par- 
liament, to  enaft  lavys  for  the  good  of 
their  country. 


CHAP.    XV. 

OUR  HERO  FALLS  INTO  GREAT  MIS- 
FORTUNES. 

WHEN  the  watchman  had  dif- 
charged  himielf  in  the  morning 
of  thefe  honourable  prisoners,  he  next 
bethought  himfelfof  poor  Pompey,  wjio 
had  fallen  into  his  hands  in  a  more  in- 
offenfive  manner.  Him  he  prefented 
that  day  to  a  blind  beggar  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, who  had  lately  luft  his  dog, 
and  wanted  a  new  guide  to  conduct  him 
about  the  ftreets.  Here  our  hero  fell 
into  the  moft  defponding  meditations. 

*  And  was  this  mifery,'  thought  he, 

*  rcferved  in  ftore  to  comnleat  the  fcries 
'  of  my  misfortune,, :     Am  I  deftined 

*  to  lead  about  the  daik  jcotfteps  of  a 
'  blind,    decrepit,    umvortliy  beggar? 

*  Mail  I  go  daggling  through  the  ftreets, 
!  with  a  rope  about  my  neck,  linking 

*  me  to  a  wretch  that  is  the  fcorn  of  hu- 


man nature  ?    O  that  a  rope  were  fixecf 
about  my  neck  indeed  tor   a  nobler 
purpofe,  and  that  I  were  here  to  end  a 
dreadful,  tormenting  exiftencc !     Can 
I  bear  to  hear  the  found  of—"  Pray 
'  remember  the  poor  blind  beggar?"  I, 
who  have  converted  with  lords  and  la- 
dies ;  who  have  flept  in  the  arms  of  the 
faireft    beauties,    and    lived   on    the 
choiceft  dainties  that  London  could 
«  afford. .   Cruel,   cruel  fortune!  when 
<  will  thy  perfections  ceafe?' 

Yet,  to  fay  the  truth,  his  condition  was 
not  fo  deplorable  upon  trial  as  it  ap- 
peared in  profpect ;  for  though  he  was 
condemned  .to  travel  through  dirty  ftreets 
all  day  long  in  queft  of  charity,  at  night 
both  he  and  his  mafter  fared  fum^tuouf- 
ly  enough  on  their  gains  ;  and  many  a 
lean  projector,  or  ftarving  poet,  might 
envy  the  fuppers  of  this  blind  beggar. 
He  leldom  failed  to  collect  four  or  five 
(hillings  in  a  day,  and  ufed  to  fit  down  to 
his  hot  meals  with  as  much  ftatelinefs  a? 
a  peer  could  to  a  regular  entertainment 
and  defiert. 

I  have  heard  a  ftory  of  a  cripple  who 
ufed  conftantly  to  apply  for  alms  at 
Hyde  Park  Corner;  where  a  gentleman, 
then  jnft  recovered  from  a  dangerous  fit 
of  ficknefs,  never  failed  to  give  him  fix- 
pence  every  morning,  as  he  palled  by  in 
his  chariot  for  the  air.  A  fervantof  this 
gentleman's  going  by  chance  one  day 
into  an  alehouie,  difcovered  the  felt- 
fame  beggar  fitting  down  to  a  breaft  of 
yeal  with  fome  more  of  the  fraternity, 
and  heard  him  raving  at  the  landlord 
becaufe  the  bur  was  gone,  and  there  was 
no  k.nou  icac'.y  to  fqueeze  over  it;  all  of 
them  'threatening  to  leave  the  houfe  if 
their  dinners  were  not  ferved  up  with 
more  regularity  and  rcfpecl.  The  foot- 
man informed  his  matter  of  this  extraor- 
dinary circumftance  ;  and  next  morning, 
when  the  pampered  hypocrite  applied  for 
alms,  as  ufual,  the  gentleman  put  his 
head  out  of  the  chariot,  and  told  him  with 
great  indignation — '  No,  Sir;  I  can  eat 
*  veal  without  lemon.' 

After  our  hero  had  lived  in  this  con- 
dition fome  months  in  London,  his  blind 
mafter  let  out  for  Bath,  whither,  it  lean.-, 
he  always  rdbrted  in  the  publick  Icafons  j 
not  for  the  lake  of  play  ing  at  E  O  it  may 
be  imagined,  nor  yet  for  the  pleafure  of 
being  taken  out  by  the  jiccomplimed 
Mr.  Nafh  to  dance  a  minuet  at  a  ball; 
but  with  the  hopes  of  u  plentiful  harveft 

wnong 
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among  infirm  people,  whom  ill  health 
difpofes  to  charity.  The  icience  of  beg- 
ging is  reduced  to  certain  principles  of 
art,  as  well  as  all  other  protefiions ;  and 
as  ficknefs  is  apt  to  influence  people  with 
compaflion,  the  objefts  of  charity  flock 
thither  in  great  numbers  ;  for  wherever 
the  carrion  is,  there  will  the  crows  be 
alfo. 

The  many  adventures  that  befel  them 
on  their  journey  ;  how  terribly  our  hero 
was  fatigued  with  travelling  through 
miry  highways,  who  had  been  tiled  to 
ride  in  coaches  and  fix ;  and  how  often 
he  wifhed  his  blind  tyrant  would  drop 
dead  with  an  apoplexy ;  fhall  all  be  left 
to  the  reader's  imagination.  Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  in  about  three  weeks  or  a 
month's  time,  they  arrived  at  the  end  of 
their  journey,  and  the  beggar  readily 
groped  out  his  way  to  a  certain  ale-houfe, 
which  he  always  favoured  with  his  com- 
pany ;  where  the  landlord  received  him 
with  great  lefpecT:,  profefling  much  la- 
tisfaftion  to  find  his  honour  fo  well  in 
health.  By  this  the  reader  will  perceive 
that  he  was  a  beggar  of  fome  diitinc- 
tion. 

If  our  hero  made  any  reflection,  he 
could  not  help  being  furprized  at  luch 
civility,  paid  to  fuch  a  perfon  in  fuch  a 
place ;  but  how  much  greater  reafon  had 
he  for  aftonidiment,  when  on  the  even- 
ing of  their  arrival,  he  faw  a  well-drefled 
woman  enter  the  room,  and  accott  his 
mafter  in  the  following  terms  :  '  Papa, 

*  how  do  you  do  ?  You  are  welcome  to 

*  Bath.'     The  beggar  no  fooner  heard 
her  voice,  than  he  ftarted  from  his  chair, 
and  gave  her  a  paternal  kifs  ;  which  the 
fair  lady  received  with  an  air  of  fcorn 
and  indifference,  telling  him  he  hadpoi- 
foned  her  with  his  bufhy  beard.    When 
this  ceremony  was  over,  me  threw  her- 
felf  into  an  arm-chair,  and  began  to  ha- 
rangue in  the  following  manner.  '  Well, 

papa,  fo  you  are  come  to  Bath  at  laft ; 
I  thought  we  mould  not  have  feen  you 
this  feafon,  and  I  have  immediate  ne- 
ceflity  for  a  fum  of  money.  Sure  no 
mortal  ever  had  fuch  luck  at  cards  as  I 
have  had!  You  muft  let  me  have  five 
or  ten  pounds  dire£tly.'— '  Five  or  ten 
pounds!'  cries  the  beggar  in  amaze; 
how,  in  the  devil's  name,  mould  I  come 
by  five  or  ten  pounds  ?' — '  Come, 
come,  no  words,'  cried  the  daughter ; 
for  I  abfolutelymuft  and  will  have  it  in 
fpite  of  your  teeth.  <!  know  you  are 
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worth  above  a  hundred  pounds;  and 
what  can  you  do  with  your  money  bet- 
ter than  to  give  it  me  to  make  a  rigure 
in  life  with?  peuce  take  the  men! 
they  are  grown  fa  plaguy  modeft,  or 
Ib  plaguy  ittngy,  that  really  'tis  hardly 
worth  coming  to  Bath  now  in  the  fea- 
fons.  Hang  me  if  I  have  had  »  cull 
this  twelvemonth  '•  But  do  you  know, 
old  dad,  that  brother  Jack's  at  the 
Bath  ?' 

'  Oh/  cries  the  beggar, '  there  is  ano- 
ther of  my  plagues!  I  mall  have  him 
dunning  me  for  money  too  very  loon, 
I  fuppofe,  for  the  devil  cannot  anfwer 
the  extravagancies  of  that  fellow. 
Well,  he'll  certainly  come  to  be  hanged 
at  laft,  that's  my  comfort;  and  I  think 
the  fooner  he  fwings,  the  better  it  will 
be  for  his  poor  father,  and  the  whole 
kingdom.' 

'  Hanged !'  replied  the  lady;  *  no,  no  ; 
Jack  is  in  no  danger  of  hanging  at 
prefent,  I  allure  you :  he  is  now  the 
moft  accomplifhed,  modifti,  admired 
young  fellow  at  the  Bath ;  the  pecu- 
liar favourite  of  all  the  ladies;  and  in 
a  fair  way  of  running  otf  with  a  young 
heirefs  of  considerable  fortune.     Let 
me  fee,  old  dad —     If  you'll  befpeak 
a  private  room,  and  have  a  little  ele- 
gant fupper  ready  at   eleven  o'clock 
to-morrow  night,    (for  Jack  won't  be 
able  to  get  away  from  the  rooms  Iboner 
than  eleven)  I'll  birng  him  to  Aip  with 
you,  and  you  fhall  hear  his  hiftory 
from  his  own  mouth.'   To  this  the  old 
hypocrite  her  father  readily  confented, 
and  promifed  to  provide  fomething1  de- 
cent for  them;  after  which,  flatting  frorOi 
her  chair — •  Well,  papa,' faid  Ihe,  'you 
muftexcufe  me  at  prefent,  for  I  expeft 
company  at  my  lodgings,  and  fo  can't 
afford  to  wafte  any  more  time  with  you, 
in  this  rniferable  dog-hole  of  an  ale- 
houfe.'     Having  made  this  polite  apo- 
logy, me  flew  to  her  chair,  which  waited 
at  the  door,  and  was  conducled  home 
with  as  much  importance  as  if  (he  had 
been  a  princefs  of  the  blood. 

The  next  day,  the  blind  importer,  at* 
tended  by  our  hero,  went  out  on  his  pil- 
grimage, and  continued  whining  for 
charity,  and  profaning  the  name  of  G — d 
till  night;  after  which  he  retimed  to 
his  alehoufe,  put  on  a  better  coat,  and 
got  himfelf  in  readinefs  for  the  reception 
of  his  fon  and  daughter.  At  the  hour 
appointed,  thefe  illuftrious  perlbnages 

entered 
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entered  the  room,  and  the  converfation 
was  opened  by  the  ibn  in  the  following 
jeafy  {train.     'Old  boy!'  cries  he,  fei/.- 
ing  hisfatlier  by  the  hand,  *  I  am  glad 
to  fee  thee  with  all  my  heart.     Well, 
old  fellow,  how  does  your  crutch  and 
blind  eyes  do?     What,  you  continue 
Itiil   in   the  old   canting  hypocritical 
way,  I  perceive.     Pox  take  you!    I 
iViw  you  hobbling  through  the  ftreets 
to-day,  old  miferable;  but  you  know 
I  ar ;  afhamed  to  take  notice  of  you  in 
publick ;  though  I  think  I  have  thrown 
you  down  many  a  teller  at  the  corner  of 
a  ftreet,  without  your  knowing  whom 
you  was  obUged  to  for  fuch  a  piece  of 
ger.erolity.' 
'  Sir,  I  honour  your  generofity,'  re- 
died  the  beggar ;  '  but  prythee,  Jack, 
they  tell  me  you  are  going  to  be  mar- 
ried to  an  heirefs  of  great  fortune ;  is 
there  any  truth  in  that  flory  ?' 
Here  the  beau-marper  took  a  French 
/Huff- box  out  of  his  pocket,  and  having 
entertained  his  nofe  with  a  pinch  of  rap- 
pee, replied  as  follows.    '  Yes,  Sir,  my 
'  unaccountable  fomewhat  has  had  the 

*  good  luck  to  make  a  conqueft  of  a  lit- 
'  tie  amorous  tit,  with  an  eafy  moderate 
'  fortune  of    about    fifteen    thouiand 

*  pounds,  who  does  me  the  honour  to 
'  doat  on  this  perfon  of  mine  to  diftrac- 
.'  tion.     Butxpr'ythee,  old  Blue-beard, 
'•  hew  didft  thou  come  by  this  piece  of 

*  intelligence.1' — '  From  that  fine  lady 
*•  your  filler,  Sir,'  )'eplied   the  beggar. 

*  O  pox!  I  thought  fo,'  cries  the  beau. 
•*  Befs  can  never  keep  any  thing  in  her 
'  but  her  teeth,  nor  them  neither. — Can 

*  you,  Befs  ?  You  understand  me.   But 

*  as  I  was  laying,  concerning  this  match 
'  -—Yes,  Sir,  I  have  the  honour  at  pre- 

*  fent  to  be   principal   favourite  or   all 
'  the  wcmen  at  Bath  ;  they  are  all  dying 
'  with  love  of  me,  and  I  may  do  what  I 
'  pleaie  with  any  of  them:  but  I,  Sir, 
'  neglecting  the  reft,  have  fmgled  out  a 
•'  little  amorous  wantop,  with  a  trifling 
t  fortune  cf  fifteen  or  twenty  thouiand 
'  pounds  only,  whom  I  mail  very  foon 
.'  whip  into   a   chariot,  I  believe,  and 
.'  drive  away  to  a  parfon.' 

'  Lord!' cries  the  father,  '  if  flie  did 
'  but  know  what  a  thief  me  is  going  to 

*  marry!' 

4   Why,   what  then?  You  old  cur- 
*•   mudgeon !  (lie  would  be  the  more  ex- 

*  travagr.ntly  fond  of  me  on  that  nc 

'  count.     'Tis  very  fufhionable,  Sir,  for 
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ladies  to  fall  in  love  with  highwaymen 
now-a-days.     They  think  it  difcovers 
a  foul,  agtnius,  a  fpirit  in  them,  above 
the  little  prejudices  of  education  ;  and 
I  believe  I  could  not  do  better  than 
let  her  know  that  I  have,  returned  from 
tranfportation.  But  pr'ythee,  old  Dim, 
what  haft  got  for  fupper  to-night?'— 
Nothing,  I  am  afraid  that  a  gentleman 
of  your  fafhion  can  condefcend  to  eat,* 
eplied  the  beggar  ;  '•  for  I  have  only  or- 
dered a  dim  of  veal  cutlets,  and  a  cou- 
ple of  roafted  fowls.' — '  Come,  come, 
pr'ythee  don't  pretend  to  droll,   old 
Blinker!'  cries  the  fon,  '  but  produce 
your  mufty  fupper  as  fail  as  you  can, 
and  then  I'll  treat  you  with  a  bottle  of 
French  claret.    Come,  let  us  be  merry, 
and  let  in  for  a  jovial  evening.     Pox  ! 
I  have  fome  little  kind  of  fneaking  re- 
gard for  thee,  for  begetting  me,  not- 
withftanding  your  crutch  and   blind 
eyes,  and  I  think  I  am  not  altogether 
forry  to  fee  thee.— -Here,  drawer!— 
landlord ! — bring  up  fupper  directly, 
you  dog,  or  I'll  fet  fire  to  your  lioufe!* 
This  extraordinary  ftnnmons  had  the 
defired  effect  5  and  fupper  being  placed  on 
the  table,  the  three   worthy  guefts  fat 
down  to  it  with  great  importance.  The 
lady  took  upon  her  to  manage  the  cere- 
monies, and  afked  her  papa,  in  the  firft 
place,  if  /he  mould  help  him  to  fome  veal 
cutkts  ;  to  which  the  anfwer  was — '  If 
'  youpleafe,  Madam!'     When  flie  had 
ferved  her  father,  me  then  performed  the 
fame  office  to  herfelf  j  after  which,  twirl- 
ing the  diih  round  with  a  familial'  air — 
'  I'll  leave  you,'  faid  flie,  '  to  take  care 
'  of  yourfelf,  Jack!'     Much  mirth  and 
pleafantry  reigned  at  this  peculiar  meal, 
to  the  \itter  aftonimmentof  the  matter  of 
the  houfe,  who  had  never  feen  the  like  be- 
fore.    When  fupper  was  over,  and  they 
began  to  feel  the  infpiration  of  the  cla- 
ret— '  Jack  !'  fays  the  father,  '  I  think 
I  know  nothing  of  your  hiftory  iince 
you    returned    from    tranfportation  $ 
iuppofe  you  fhould  begin,  and  entertain 
us  with  an  account  of  your  exploits.' 
— '  With  all  my  In  art!'  cries  the  Ibn. 
I  believe  I  fliall  puhlifh  my  life  one  of 
thefe  days,  if  ever  I  am  driven  to  i;e- 
ceility;  for  I  fancy  it  will  nvike  a  very 
pretty  neat  duodecimo;  and  'tis  the  {;'- 
fliion,  yon  know,  now-a-days,  for  all 
whores   and   rogues    to  entertain  the 
world  witii  their  memoirs.     Come,  let 
us  Uke.  Another  glafs  round  to   the 
«  health 
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*  '-health  of  my  dear  little  charmer,  and 
'  then  -I'll  begin  my  adventures.'  Hav- 
ing fo  laid,  he  filled  out  three  bumpers, 
drank,  his  toaft  on  his  knees,  and  then 
commenced  his  narration  in  the  follow- 


ing manner. 


C  II  A  P.     XVI. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  A  HIGHWAYMAN. 

Think  you  have  often  told  me,  old 
Father  Hypocrite,  that  you  •  begat 
'  me  under  a  hedge  near  Newberry  in 
'  Berkfliire.  This,  Iconfefs,  is  not  the 
'  molt  honourable  way  of  coming  into 

*  the  world ;  but  no  man  is  ani'werable 
'  for  his  birth,  and  therefore  what  figni- 
1  fies  prevarication  ?   Alexander,  I  have 

*  heard,  was  the  fon  of  a  flying  dragon, 
'  and  Romulus  was  fuckled  by  a  plaguy 
'  confounded  wolf,  as  I  have  read  in 

*  Hooke's  Roman  Hiitory,  and  yet  in 

*  time  he  grew  to  be  a  very  pretty  young 
c  fellow,  and  a  king;  but  you  are  igno- 
'  rant  of  thefe  matters,  both  of  you, 
'  and  therefore  I  only  play  the  fool  to 

*  talk  about  them  in  luch  company. 

«  Well,  Sir,  as  foon  as  I  was  born, 

*  my  mother,  I  fuppoie,  wrapped  me  up 

*  in  the  dirty  rags  of  an  old  rotten  petti- 

*  coat,  and  lugged  me  about  behind  her 

*  moulders,  as  an  object  to  move  com- 
'  paflion.     In  this  agreeable  fituation, 
'  nuzzling  behind  the  back  of  a  loufy 
'  drub— excufe  me,  old  fellow,  formak- 

*  ing  fo  free  with  your  conforf— in  this 
«  fituation,  I  fuppofe,  I  vifited  all  the 
'  towns  in  England;  and  it  is  amazing 
'  I  was  not  crippled  with  having  my  feet 

*  and  limbs  bundled  up  in  fuch  clofe 
'  confinement.    But  I  kicked  hard  for 

*  liberty;  and  at  length  came  out  that 
'  eaiy,  degag«,  jaunty  young  fellow  of 
'  fafhion  which  you  now  behold  me. 

'  My  genius  very  early  began  to  mew 
'  itfelf ;  and  before  I  was  twelve  years 
'  old,  you  know,  I  had  acquired  a  great 

*  reputation  for  flight  of  hand :  which 
'  being  reported  to  a  great  matter  of  that 

*  fcience,  he  immediately  took  me  un- 
*'  der  his  care,  and  prom i fed  to  initiate 

*  me  into  ail  the  myfteries  of  the  art. 
'  Thus  I  bade  adieu  to  the  dirty  em- 

*  ployment  of  begging,  left  father  and 

*  mother,  and  ftruck  into  a  higher  fphere 
•*  in  life. 

•  '-At  firft,  indeed,  I  meddled  only  with 


petty  larceny,  and  was  fent  out  to  try' 
my  hand  onexecution-days  at  Tyburn ;'_ 
where,  having  acquitted  myicif  with 
honour,  I   was  quickly  promoted  to 
better  bufmeis ;    and  by  that  time  I 
was  fifteen,    began  to  make  a  great 
figure  in  £he  pailages  about  the  thea- 
tres.    Many  a  gentleman's  fob  have' 
I  eafed  of  the  trouble  of  carrying  a 
watch;  and,  though  it  may  look  like 
vanity  to  fay  fo,  I  believe  I  furnifhed 
more  brokers  mops  and  pedlar'1  s  boxes' 
than  half  the  pick-pockets  in  London 
beiides.    None  of  them  all  had  fo  great 
a  levee  of  travelling  Jews  to  tratfick, 
for  buckles,  feals,  watches,  tweczcr- 
cafes,  and  the  like,  as  I  had.    But  my 
chief  dexterity  was  in  robbing  the  la- 
dies.   There  is  a  particular  art,  a  pe- 
culiar delicacy  required,  in  whipping 
one's  hand  up  a  lady's  petticoats,  and 
carrying  oft  her  pockets,  \vhich  fe\v 
of  them  ever  attain  to  with  any  fuc- 
cefs.    That  now  was  my  glory — tint 
was  my  delight;  I  performed  it  to  ad- 
miration, and  out-did  them  all  in  this 
brancn  of  the  craft. 
*  I  remember  once,  a  chambermaid 
of  my  acquaintance,  a  flame  of  mine, 
gave  me  notice  that  her  young  lady- 
would  be  at  the  play  fuch  a  night,  with 
a  pair  of  diamond-buckles  in  her  moes. 
You  may  be  lure  I  watched  her  into 
her  coach,  marked  her  into  her  bos, 
and  waited  for  her  coming  out,  with 
fome  more  of  the  fraternity  to  affiit ' 
me.     At  laft,  as  foon  as  the  play  was 
over,  out  flie  came,  tittering  and  laugh- 
ing with   her  companions,  who,  by 
good-luck,  happened  to  be  all  of  her 
own  fex.     This  now  was  my  time;  I 
had  her  up  in  my  arms  in  a  moment, 
while  one  of  my  comrades  whipped 
oft"  her  moes   with  prodigious  expe- 
dition.    But  my  realbn  for  telling  the 
ftory  is  this :  while  I  had  her  in  my 
arms,  let  rne  die  if  I  could  help  giving 
her  a  kits  ;  which,  hang  me !  if  the 
little  trembler  did  not  iec-m  to  return, 
with   her  heart  panting,    and  breaits 
heaving!    Deuce  take  me,    if  I  was 
not  almoft  forty  afterwards  to  fee  her 
walking  to   her  coach   without   any 
ihoes  upon  her  feet! 
'  Weli,  Sir,  this  was  my  courfe  of 
life  for  a  few  years.     But  ambition, 
you  know,  is  a  thing  never  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  ;  and  having  gained  all  the  glory 
I  could  iji  this  way,  my  next  ftep  of 
'  promotion 
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*  promotion  wae  to  the  gaming-tables. 
'  Here  I  played  with  great  fuccefs  a  long 
'  while,  and  fhared  in  the  fleecing  many 
'  raw  young  cullies,  who  had  more  mo- 
"  ney  than  wit.     But  one  unfortunate 

*  night,  the  devil,  or  my  evil  genius, 
'  carried  me  to  a  malquerade ;  and  there, 

*  hi  the  ill-omened  habit  or  a  fryer,  be- 

*  ing  fool  enough  to  play  upon  an  ho- 
'  nourable  footing,  I  loll  all  I  had  to  a 

*  few  (hillings.  This  was  a  confounded 
'  ftroke — this  was  a  Ihmning  blow  to 

*  me !  I  lay  a-bed  all  the  next  day,  rav- 
'  ing  at  my  ill-fortune,  and  beating  my 

*  brains,  to  think.  I  could  be  fuch  an 

*  afs  as  to  play  upon  the  fquare.     At 

*  laft,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  I  (tailed  out  of 
'  bed  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
'  borrowed  a  friend's  horfe,  bought  a 
'  fecond-hand  pair  of  poppers  with  the 
'  little  filver  that  was  left  me,  and  away 
'  I  rode  full  gallop,  night  and  rainy  as 
'  it  was,  for  Hounilow  Heath.  There  I 
f  wandered  about,  half-  dead  with  cold 
'  and  fear,  till  morning;  and,  to  fay  the 
'  truth,  began  to  grow  devilifh  fick  of 

*  my  bufinefs.     Wheu  day  broke,  the 
'  firit  obje6l  that  prelented  itielf  to  my 
'  eyes,  I  remember,  was  a  gallows  within 

*  a  hundred  yards  of  me.   This  feemed 

*  plaguy  ominous ;  and  I  was  veiy  near 
'  riding  back  to  London  without  ftrik- 

*  ing  a  ftroke.     At  laft,  while  I  was 

*  wavering  in  this  ftate  of  uncertainty, 
'  behold,  a  ftage-coach  comes  gently, 
'  foftly  ambling  over  the  Heath.  "Cou- 
"  rage,  my  heart !"  cries  I ;  "  there  can 
"  be  no  fear  of  refiftance  here ;  a  ftage- 
"  coach  is  the  moft  lucky  thing  in  the 
"  world  for  a  young  adventurer !"  And 
'  fo  faying,  I  clapped  on  my  made,  (the 

*  fame  I  had  worn  the  night  before  at 

*  the  Hay  Market)  fet  fpurs  to  my  horfe, 
'  and  prefented  my  piftol  at  the  coach- 
'  window.  How  the  paflengers  behaved 
'  I  know  not :  for  my  own  part,  I  was 

*  more  than  half-blind  with  fear ;  and 
'  taking  what  they  gave  me  without  any 
'  expostulation,  away  I  rode,  exceedingly 
'  well  fatisfied  to  have  tfcaped  without 
'  refiftance.    Taking  courage,  however, 

*  at  this  fuccefs,  I  attacked  another  ftage- 
'  coach  with  greater  bravery ;  and  af- 

*  terwards  a  third,  with  fo  much  mag- 
'  nanimity,  that  I  even  ventuiedto  fear:h 
'  fome  of  the  paflengers,  who,  I  thought, 
'  defrauded  me  of  my  due.    Her*,  now, 
'  I  mould  have  left  off,  and  all  had  been 

*  well:  but  that  devil  Avarice  prompting 


'  rne  to  get  a  little  more,  I  attacked  ft 
1  finglc  horieman,  and  plundered  him  of 
'  a  watch,  and  about  thirty  guineas. 
'  The  koundrel  feemed  to  purfue  his 
'  journey  quietly  enough ;  but  meeting 
'  afterwards  with  feme  of  his  friends  on 
«  the  road,  and  relating  his  cafe  to  them, 

*  they  all  agreed  to  purl";  e  me.    Mean- 

*  while,  Sir,  I  was  jogging  on  content- 
'  ed  y  at  my  cafe ;  when  turning  round 
'  on  a  fudden,   I  few  this  tremendous 
«  grazier,  and  two  or  three  more  bloody- 

*  minded  fellows,  that  feemed  each  as 

*  big  as  a  giant,  in  full  purfuit  of  me. 
'  Away  I  darned    through    thick  and 
'  thin,  as  if  the  devil  drove  :  but  being 
'  wretchedly  mounted,  I  was  furround- 
'  ed,  apprehended,  carried  before  that 
'  infernal  Sir  Thomas  Deveil,  and  he 

*  committed  me. 

'  Now  I  was  in  a  fweet  condition! 
'  This  was  a  charming  revolution  in  my 
'  life!  Newgate,  and  the  profpeft  of 

*  a  gallows,  fi'rnifh  a  man  with  very 

*  agreeable  reflections.     O  that  curled 
'  Old  Bailey !    I  mall  never  forget  the 
'  fentence  which  the  hum-drum  fon  of 
'  a  whore  of  a  judge  parted  upon  me  !— 
"  You  fhall  hang  till  you  are  dead,  dead, 
"  dead!"  Faith,  I  was  more  thanhalf- 
'  dead  with   hearing  it;    and  in  that 
'  plight  I  was  dragged  back  to  my  pri- 

*  fon! 

*  Excellent  lodging  in  the  condemned  - 

*  hole !  Pretty  mufick  the  death-warrant 
'  rings  in  a  man's  ears!  But,  as  good- 
'  luck  would  have  it,  while  I  was  ex- 

*  peenng  every  hour  to  be  tucked  up,  his 
'  majcrty  (G — d  blefs  him!)  took  pity 
'  on  me  the  very  day  before  execution, 

*  and  fent  me  a  reprieve  for  tranfporta- 
'  tion.    To  defcribe  the  tranfport  I  felt 
'  at  this  moment  would  be  impoffible ! 
'  I  was  half-  mad  with  joy ;  and,  inftead 
'  of  reflecting  thrft  I  was  going  to  fla- 
'  very,  fancied  myfelf  going  to  Heaven. 
'  The  being  /hipped   off  for  Jamaica 
'  was  fomuch  better  a  voyage,  I  thought, 
'  than  fierryiog  over  that  fame  River 
'  Styx  with  old  Gaffar  Charon,  that  I 

*  never  once. troubled  myfelt  about  what 

*  I  was  to  fuffer  when  I  got  thither. 

'  Not  to  be  tedious,  (for  I  hate  along 
'  ftory)  to  Jamaica  I  went,  with  a  full 
'  reiclution  of  making  my  efcape  by  the 
'  firft  opportunity ;  which  I  very  foon 
'  acccmpliihed.  After  leading  the  life 

*  of  a  dog  for  about  a  year  and  a  half, 

*  1  got  on  board  a  (hip  which  was  com- 
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*  ing  for  England,  and  arrived  fafe  and 
'  found  on  the  coalt  of  Cornwall.  "  My 
"  dear  native  country !  how  it  revived 
*'  my  heart  to  fee  thee  again ! — O  Lon- 
"  don!  London!  no  woman  of  quality, 
' '   ah f.r  fuffering  the  vapours  for  a  whole 
'  f  mmer  in  the  country,  ever  fighed 
'  after  thee  with  greater  defire  than  I 
'  did  I"  But  as  I  landed  without  a  far- 
thing of  money  in  my  pocket,  I  was 
obliged  to  beg  my  way  up  to  town  in 
the  habit  of  a  failor,    telling  all  the 
way  the  confoundedil  lyes ;  how  I  had 
been  taken  by  pirates,  and  fought  with 
the  Moors,  who  were  going  to  eat  me 
alive,  and  twenty  other  unaccountable 
ftories,  to  choule  filly  women  of  a  few 
halfpence. 

«  Well,  at  laft,  I  entered  the  dear  old 
metropolis,  and  went  immediately  in 
q'-e(t  of  a  gang  of  (harpers,  which  I 
formerly  frequented.  Thefe  jovial 
blades  were  iuft  then  fetting  out  for 
Newmarket  races,  and  very  gene- 
roufly  took  me  into  their  party.  They 
fupplied  me  with  cloaths,  lent  me  a 
little  money  .to  begin  with,  a'nd,  in 
fhort,  let  me  up  again  in  the  world. 
There  is  nothing  like  courage;  it  is 
the  life,  the  foul,  of  bufmels.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  veiy  firir.  day's  fport, 
having  marked  out  the  horfe  that  I 
faw  was  the  favourite  of  the  knowing 
ones,  I  offered  great  odds,  made  as 
many  bets  as  I  could,  and  trufted  my- 
fclf  to  Fortune ;  refolving  to  fcamper 
off  the  conrfe  as  hard  as  I  could  drive, 
if  I  law  her  likely  to  declare  againft 
me.  But,  as  it  happened,  to  make 
amends  for  her  former  ill  -  ufage,  the 
jade  now  decided  in  my  favour :  it  was 
quite  a  HOLLOW  THING;  Goliahwon 
the  day,  and  I  pocketed  up  about  three- 
fcore  guineas.  Of  this  I  made  ex-el- 
lent  ule  at  the  gaming-tables ;  and,  in 
fhort,  when  the  week  wras  over,  carried 
away  from  New-Market  a  cool  three 
hundred.  Now,  my  dear  Befs,  I  was 
a  man  again :  I  returned  immediately 
to  London,  equipped  myfelf  with  laced- 
cloaths,  rattled  down  to  Bath  in  a 
poft  chaife,  gave  myfelf  out  for  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Jeremy  Grilkin  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  ftruck  at 
once  into  all  the  ioys  of  high -life. 
This  is  a  little  epitome  of  my  hiftory. 
Having  been  a  pick-pocket,  a  (harper, 
*  a  flave,  and  a  highwayman,  I  am  acw 


'  the  peculiar  favourite  of  all  the  ladies 
'  at  Bath.' 

Here  the  beau  finifhed  his  ftory,  and 
fat  expecting  the  applaules  of  hjs  com- 
pany, which  he  very  ibon  received  on  the 
part  of  his  fifter:  but  as  to  that  worthy 
gentleman  his  father,  he  had  been  faft 
afleep  for  feveral  minutes,  and  did  not 
hear  the  conclufion  of  this  wonderful 
hiilory.  Being  now  waked  by  lilcnce, 
and  the  collation  of  his  fon's  voice,  as 
he  had  been  before  lulled  to  fleep  by  his 
talking,  he  cried  out  from  the  mid  It  of 
a  doze — '  So,  (lie's  a  very  fine  girl,  is  Ihe, 
'  Jack?  A  very  fine  girl?' 

'  Who  is  a  very  fine  girl?'  cries  the 
(harper,  flapping  him  over  the  {houlder. 
'  Why,  zounds !  thou  art  aflee  ,  c!-J 
'  miierable,  and  doft  not  know  a  fyllable 

*  of  what  has  been  laid!' 

'  Yes,  Sir,  I  do  know  what  has  been 
'  faid,' returned  the  father;  'and  there- 
'  fore  you  need  not  beat  one  fo,  Jack ! 
'  You  was  telling  about  goiag  to  bs 
'  married,  and  going  to  Jamaica.' 

'  Going  to  Jamaica!  Pox  take  thee'. 
'  tho'i  wanted  to  be  going  to  bed.  Why, 
'  was  t'lere  ever  fuch  a  wretched  old 
'  .dotard  ?  I  have  not  feen  thee  thefe  le- 
'  ven  or  eight  years;  and  perhaps  may 
'  never  fee  thee  again,  for  thou  wilt  be 
'  rotten  in  a  year  or  two  more;  and  yet 
'  canft  not  put  a  little  life  into  thylelf 
4  for  one  evening ! — Come  Bel's,"  added 
he,  '  let  us  take  another  bumper,  and 
'  then  bid  old  Drowfy  good^nU'ht!  Si- 
'  lenus  will  fnore,  do  what  one'  can  tx> 
'  prevent  him.  Here,  my  girl!  here's 
'  profperity  to  Love  ;  and  may  all  lleep- 

*  ers  go  to  the  devil !' 

'  Nav,  nay!'  cries  the  father;  '  con- 
4  fider,  jack,  'tis  part  my  bed-time  many 
'  hours  ago.  You  fine  gentlemen  of  the 
4  work!  are  able  to  bear  thefe  fnmionable 

*  hours  ;  but  I  have  been  tifed  to  !i'  e  by 
{  the  light  of  the  lun.     Betides,  if  you 
1  had  been  drudging  about  after  charity, 

*  as  I  have  all  day  long,  I  fancy  you 
'  would  not  be  in  a  much  better  condi- 

*  tion  than  your  poor  father ;  but  realiy 
'  you  (harpers  don't  confider  the  toil  and 

*  trouble  of  earning  one's  bread  in  an 

*  honeft  way.     Why,  now,  I  have  not 
c  gathered  above  fix  or  feven  Ihi!  lings 
'  this  whole  day,  and  that  won't  half  pay 

*  for  our  fupper  to-night.' 

Here  the  beau  beftowed  feveral  curfes 

on  twin  for  his  ftrngineis  5  and,  contemp- 

F  tiwufly 
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tuo-ifly  bidding  him  hoard  up  his  mife- 
rable  pelf,  gcneroufly  undeitook  to  p?.y 
the  whole.  The  bill  w:.s  then  called  for, 
the  reckoning  difchf-r'^ed,  and  the  com- 
pany fc-pa.ated;  having  firft,  however, 
made  an  agreement  to  meet  there  the  luc- 
cetdirig  evening.  And  thus  ended  this 
ilhiilrious  ccmpotation. 

CHAP.     XVII. 
\ 

ADVENTURES  AT  THE  BATH. 

NEXT  morning  the  blind  beggar, 
'conducted  by  our  hero,  went  out, 
35  ufual,  and  presented  himielf 
the  beau  monde  on  the  Parade.  Seme 
few  people,  afflicted  with  very  ill  health, 
vere  generous  enough  to  throw  him 
down  a  few  fixpences  ;  others  only  com- 
mended the  bea  ty  of  his  pretty  dog; 
and  far  the  greater  number  walked  on 
without  caftirg  their  eyes  upon  him. 

As  he  was  here  howling  forth  the 
miferies  of  his  condition,  in  a  moft  la- 
rrientable  tpne  6f  voice,  who  ftjould  hap- 
pen to  pafs  by  but  his  own  accomplished 
Ion,  in  company  with  two  ladies  cf  figure, 
to  whom  he  was  talking  with  the  greateft 
familiarity  and  esfe.  The  gaiety  of  his 
laugh,  the  vivacity  of  his  converfation, 
made  him  univerf ally  obferved;  and  all 
the  women  on  the  Parade  feemed  to  envy 
the  happinefs  of  the  two  ladies  with  whom 
be, was  engaged. 

.  As  the  party  came  veiy  near  the  place 
where  the  eld  hypocrite  was  ftationed,  he 
could  not  efcape  their  notice;  and  the 
youngert  of  the  ladies  being  ftruck  with 
compaflion  at  the  fight  of  him — '  Blefs 
'  me!'  fays  fhe,  H  I  am  fx;re  that  poor 

*  old  nv.n  is  an  object  of  <  hnnty !  Do 
'  fray  a  momer.t,  Lady  M;uma7et;   I 

*  am  relblve;!  to  ;-i\v  Mm  (pmething.1 — 
'  Pfhaw,  my  ']f"ir !   C<  r-.c  ."long,  <  hilc  !' 
cries  her  ladyfhip.   '  How  can  you  be  fo 

*  ridi  '  Ions,  Mil's Newcome?W:  ogives 
'  any  money  to  chanty  now-  a-  days  ?'— 
'  True,  Madam  ;  your  ladyfh  p  is  per- 

*  feclly  in  the  right,'  replied  th< 
vho   now  difro1  ered   his   own    : 

*  Not'iinr  c-.in  be  more  idle,  I  think,  than 

*  thi  owing  one's  money  away  upon  a  fet 

*  of  thkvifn    taucrdemallion   WK 

*  who  nre  the  burden  of  the  nati< 

'  o  ght  to  be  exterminated  fmm  the  f:-ce 
'  of  thr- earth.' — '  Well,  well,  you  may 
'  fay  what  you  pleafe,  both  of  you,' 


fays  Mils  Newcome,  '  but  lam  refolved 
'  to  be  generous  this  mon-.ing ;  and 
'  therefore  it  does  not  fitnify  laughing 
'  at  me. — Here,  matter  Galfar,  here's 
'  fixpence  for  you.' 

All  this  while,  Mr.  Grifkin  was  in 
extreme  pain  ;  for  though  he  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  fear  any  difcovery,  yet  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  that  this  deplorable  objeft  was 
his  own   father,   hurt  the  gentleman's 
pride  in  the  prefence  of  his  mirtrefs,  and 
greatly  checked  his  vivacity.  He  endea- 
voured, therefore,  all  he  could,  to  hurry 
the  young  lady  away  from  Ib  unpleafant 
a  fcene ;  in  which  he  was  fecondtd  by 
Lady  Marmazet,  who  kept  crying  out- 
How  can  y  u  be  fo  monftroufiy  pre- 
poflcrous,  .IVlifs  Newcc.me?    Come  a- 
Jong,  [r:rl!    AS  I  hope  to  be  laved,  I 
am  a:iiamed  of  you !    We  ihall  have 
all  the  eyes  of  the  company  upon  us 
in  a  few  moments !' — '  I  dcn'-t  care  a 
farthing  for    company,'- replied   the 
^  lady;  '  I  am  refolved  to  aflc  the 
old  man  Ibme  queftions,  and  therefore 
hold  your  tongue. — What,  are  you 
quite  blind,  Gci:. 

By  this  time  Squire  Grifkin  was  reco- 
vered from  his  firft  furprize;  and  per-* 
ceiving  no  bad  confequences  likely  to 
happen,  thought  he  might  venture  to 
mine  a  little  upon  the  occafion.  '  Sir. 
'  rah!'  cries  he,  '  you  miferable  old 
'  dog !  what  do  you  mean  by  (hocking 
'  people  of  quality  here  wkh  a  fight  of 
'  youi'deteftablephyliognomy  ?  Whence 
'  do  you  come  ?  What  do  you  do  out  of 
'  your  own  parifh  ?  I'll  have  you 

*  fee  m  conltable  to  conftable  back  to  your 
'  own  fettlement ! ' 

'  No,  pleal'e  your  noble  honour !'  cries 
the  beggar ;  '  I  hope  your  noble  honour 
'  won't  be  fo  cruel  to  a  poor  blind  mrai ! 

*  a  poor  blind  man,  fhuck  blind  with 
'  lightning !    Heaven  preferve  your  ho- 

*  nour from fuch calamities!  Ihaveveiy 
'  good   friends  down   in  Cumberland, 
'  pleafe  your  royal  worfhip ;  and  I  am 
'  travelling  homeward  as  faft  as  I 

*  but  it  pleafed  Heaven  to  ftrike  me  blind 
'  with  a  flafh  of  lightning  a  long  way 
'  from  my  relations,  and  I  am  reduced  to 

f«  .a  little  fulienance!' 
'  Mercy  upon  me!'  cries  JVIifs  Ne\v- 
come:    '    why,  what   a    vait   way   the 
'  iviicn'bk  "-retch  has  to  travel,  Mr. 
.in !  How  will  lie  ever  be  able  to 
'  get  home  ?' 

*  Oh,  curfe  him!   all  a  confounded 
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lye  from  beginning  to  end,    depend 
upon't,  Madam !  The  dog  has  no  re- 
lations or  friends   in  the  world,  I'll 
anfwer  for  him !'  cries  the  beau.  Then 
urning  to  his  father — '  Here,  you  old 
rai'.al,'  added  he,   '  here's  a  milling 
for  you ;  and,  do  you  hear  me,  take 
yo -iiielf  off  this  moment!    If  ever  I 
lee  you  upon  the  Parade  again,  I'll 
have  you  laid  by  me  heels,  and  fent  to 
the  ho'.ife  of  correction.'     The  blind 
wretch  then  hobbled  away,  pouring  forth 
atho-.fand  benedictions  upon  them;  while 
Lady  Marmu/e:  an^l  the  iharper  raillied 
Mils  Newcome  for  her  unfamionable  ge- 
nerality. 

Leaving  the  reader  to  make  his  own 
remarks  on  this  extraordinary  occur- 
rence, I  mail  pals  over  the  intermediate 
fpace  of  time  in  which  nothing  happened 
material  to  this  hiitory,  and  rejoin  the 
three  illuftrious  guetfo  at  their  alehoufe  in 
the  evening.  The  lady  was  the  firll  that 
came,  to  whom  her  father  related  the 
adventure  of  the  morning,  which  greatly 
delighted  her.  While  (he  was  laughing 
at  this  ftory,  that  fprightly  knight  her 
brother  allb  came  finging  into  the  room; 
and  throwing  himfelf  negligently  into  a 
chair,  picked  his  teeth  for  a  moment  or 
two  in  filence :  then  addreffing  himfelf 
to  his  father — '  Old  fellow,'  cries  he,  <  I 

*  was  obliged  to  uie  you  a  little  roughly 
'  this  morning,  but  you'll  excufe  me. 

*  There  was  a  necefiity  you  know  of 
'  treatingyou  like  afcoundrel  and  an  im- 
'  poftor,  to  prevent  any  fufpicion  of  our 

*  relationship.' — '  Well, well,  Jack!'  re- 
plied thefatlier,  '  I  forgive  you,  I  forgive 
'  you  with  all  my  heart ;  for  I  fuppofe 
t  one  of  the  ladies  was  your  i'wcetheart, 

*  and  to  be  fure  'twas  as  well  not  to  let 

*  her  knowyou  was  my  fon,  for  fear  of  the 

*  worft  that  might  happen,  tho'f  you  tell 
'  me  women  are  fo  fond  of  marrying 

*  highwaymen now-a-days.  Adad,Jack! 

*  I  wifhed  for  my  eyes  again  juft  to  have 

*  had  one  little  peep  at  her.     What,  is 

*  flie  a  deadly  fine  girl?' 

1  A  divine  creature,  Sir,'  replied  the 
beau;  '  young,  melting,  amorous,  and 

*  beautiful ;  innocent  as  an  angel,  and 

*  yet  wanton  as  the  month  of  May;  and 

*  then  me  doats  on  -me  to  diftraclion. 

*  Did  you  mind  how  tenderly  the  little 
f  fool  interelted  herfelf  about  your  blind 
'  eyes,  and  pitied  you  for  the  confounded 

*  lyes  you  told  her?' 

c  Why,  yes,  there  was  fomething  very 


4* 

'  pretty,  I  muftconfefs,'  fakl  the  father  j 
'  very  pretty  indeed,  in  her  manner  of  . 
'  talking.     How  the  deuce  do  you  get 
'  acquainted  with  the  great  ladies  ?' 

'  O,  let  me  alone  lor. .that,'  returned 
Mr.  Grifkin;  '  I  am  made  for  the  women, 
'  Sir!  I  hiiVs  the  tou  ours  gay,  which  is 
'  fo  deai"  to  them;  1  am  bid!  with  that 
'  agreeable  impudence,  that  eafy  familiar 
'  way  of  talking-  nor.ienfe,  that  happy 
'  infenfibility  of  ihame,  which  they  all 
'  adore  in  men.  And  then  confider  my 

*  figure,  my.  ihape,  my  air,  my  legs— • 

*  all  together,  I  find  I  am  irrefiftible. 
'  How  in  the  name  of  wonder,  old  fel- 

*  low,  could  you  and  your  trull  ftrike 
'  out  fuch  a  lucky  hit  under  a  country 
«  hedge?' 

Here  the  -fair  lady  was  in  raptures  at 
her  brother's  wit,  and  afked  her  father, 
if  he  did  not  think  him  a  mod  delightful, 
charming  young  fellow;  to  which  the 
beggar  replied  with  a  groan — '  O  Jack, 

*  Jack!  tliou  wilt  certainly  come  to  be 
'  hanged  in  the  end ;  I  fee  it  as  plain  as 
'  can  be ;  fo  much  wit  and  impudence 

'  *  will  certainly  bring  thee  to  the  gallows 
<  atlaft.' 

Muth  more  of  this  fort  of  ribaldry  and 
licentious  'converfation  palfed  between 
them;  and  as  the  father  was  more  wake- 
ful this  night  than  he  had  been  the  pre- 
ceding one,  they  protracted  their  cups  till 
very  late  ;  they  roared,  they  fung,  they 
danced,  and  practiled  all  forts  of  unruly, 
drunken  mirth.  At  latt,  however,  they 
feparated  once  more  to  their  feveral  beds ; 
and  Fate  had  deftined  that  they  fhould 
never  meet  again  in  joy  and  friendship, 
at  this  or  any  other  alehoufe ;  the  caufe 
whereof  will  be  ieen  in  the  following 
chapter.  . 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

MORE  ADVENTURES  AT  BATH. 

THE  father  of  yomigjeremy  Grifkin 
was  fo  pleafed  withthe-adva:h-it;e- 
ous  match  his  fon  was  concluding,  th:>.t, 
in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  he  could  not  help 
talking^of  Jeto  the  alehoufe -keeper  where 
he  lodged;  though  he  had  imprecated  a 
thoufand  curies  on  his  head,  if  ever  he 
revealed  it.  The  alehcufe-keeper  like- 
wif'e  had  boundhimfelf  by  an  equal  num- 
ber of  oaths,  never  to  difcover  what  he 
heard  from  the  beggar;  and  perhaps  at 
F»  the 
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the  tims  he  made  thefe  vows  he  meant  to 
obferve  them :  but  being  once  in  pofielfion 
of  a  fecret,  he  found  it  impoflible  to  be 
long  eafy  with  fo  troublefome  a  gueft  in 
his  bolbm.  With  a  very  myllerious  face 
therefore  he  whifpered  to  ieveral  coach- 
men and  footmen,  who  frequented  his 
houte,  that  a  very  fine  gentleman  and 
lady  came  privately  every  nrght  to  vifit 
an  old  blind  beggar,  who  lodged  \vith  him ; 
that  thefe  fine  folks,  by  what  he  could 
learn,  were  the  beggar's  fon  and  daugh- 
ter; and  that  the  fine  gentleman  lived 
among  the  quality,  and  was  going  to  run 
away  with  a  great  fortune. 

The  ftory  having  made  this  progrcfs, 
6rtild  not  fail  of  proceeding  farther;  for 
being  onct  communicated  to  the  fervants 
of  ieveral  families,  it  was  quickly  ferved 
up  to  the  tables  of  the  great.  The  valets 
informed  their  mafters,  and  the  waiting 
gentlewomen  their  miftreffes,  as  a  new 
topick  of  comerfation  while  they  were 
drefling  them . 

From  hence  the  rumour  became  pub- 
lick,  and  difperfed  itfelf  all  over  the 
Bath;  fo  that  the  very  next  morning  after 
the  laft  rendezvous  at  the  alehoufe,  when 
Squire  Griik-in  appeared  with  Lady  Mar- 
fnazet  and  Mils  Newcome  as  til'ual  in 
the  Pump-rootn,  they  found  themfelves 
ftared  on  with  more  than  common  atten- 
tion by  all  the  company.  Several  gentle- 
men laughed  aloud  as  they  parted  by 
them;  the  young  ladies  all  affected  to  titter 
under  their  fans;  and  the  elder  dames 
tofled  up  their  noles  with  the  moftinfolent 
air  of  difdain.  As  all  this  could  not  be 
done  without  a  meaning,  the  two  ladies  his 
companions  were  greatly  aftoniflied,  nnd 
even  the  beau  himfelf,  fortified  as  he  was 
in  impudence,  could  not  ftifle  fome  un- 
pleafant  apprehenfions.  He  affected  how- 
ever to  turn  it  off  with  an  air  of  raillery, 
imputed  to  the  d — mned  cenibrioufnefs 
of  the  Bath;  and  exprefled  his  wonder 
that  people  could  not  be  allowed  to  be  free 
and  intimate,  without  drawing  on  them- 
felves the  fcandalous  obfervations  of  a 
whole  publick  place. 

While  Mr.  Griikin  was  fupnofed  to  be 
a  gentleman,  the  whole  tribe  of  coquettes 
ami  beauties  looked  on  Mifs  Newcome 
with  eyes  of  jealoufy  nnd  indignation,  all 
of  them  envying  her  the  happinefs  of  en- 
gaging fo  acconiplilhed  a  lover:  but  no 
fooner  were  they  let  into  the  fecret  of  his 
parentage,  than  they  began  to  triumph 
in  their  turns,  and  ihcwed  their  malice 


another  way.     Envy  now  changed  rnt« 
contempt;  a  malicious  fneer  was  feen  in, 
all  theii  faces  and  they  huddled  together 
in  little  partLs  to  feait  on  fo  agreeable  a 
difcovery.     For  fpite  is  never  fo  ipiteful 
as  among  young  ladies  who  are  rivals  in 
love  and   beauty.     '  Really,  Madam,' 
faid  one  of  them,  '  one  mult  be  obliged 
to  take  care  of  one's  pockets,  becaufe 
you  know  if  (harpers  are  allowed  to 
come  into  publick  places,  and  appear 
like  gentlemen,  one  can  ntver  be  lafe  a 
moment.'  To  which  another  replied— 
Indeed  I  mall  leave  my  watch  at  home 
when  I  go  to  the  bail  to-night,  for  I 
don't  think  it  fafe  to  cany  any  thing 
valuable  about  one,  while  Mils  New- 
come's  admirer  continues  among  us.* 
Many  fuch  Ipeeches  were  flirted  about ; 
for  though  the  (tory  hitherto  was  only  a 
flying  fufpicion,  they  were  all  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  it's  truth,  and  refolutely  bent 
to  believe  it  without  waiting  for  any  con- 
firmation, and  indeed  without  once  trou- 
bling themfelves  to  enquire  on  what  au- 
thority it  was  founded. 

The  gay  (harper  manifeftly  perceived 
from  all  this,  that  fome  dilcovery  had 
been  made  to  his  difadvantage;  but  not 
being  willing  to  refign  his  hopes  till  af- 
fairs appeared  a  little  more  deiperate,  he 
very  courageoufly  prefented  himfelf  that 
evening  in  the  ball-room.  He  was  indeed 
prudent  enough  to  abftain  from  minuets, 
not  chufing  to  encounter  the  eyes  of 
people  in  fo  confpicuous  an  attitude;  but 
as  loon  as  the  company  ftood  up  to  coun- 
try-dances, with  a  face  of  infinite  afl'ur- 
ance,  he  led  Mils  Newcome  toward*  the 
top  of  the  room,  and  took  his  ftation  as 
ufual  among  the  foremoft  files.  A  buz 
immediately  ran  through  the  company, 
and  when  they  came  to  dance,  moft  of  the 
•ladies  refufed  him  their  hands.  This  was 
a  terrible  blow  to  him;  he  knew  not  how 
to  revenge  the  affront,  nor  yet  how  to  be- 
have Cruder  fuch  an  interdiction.  Lady 
Marmazet,  -who  faw  with  what  fcorn  he 
was  treated,  very  refolutely  advanc 
reprimanded  feveral  of  her  ftmale  nc- 
quaintance  with  much  warmth  for  their 
brbaviour,  pretending  itwas  an  affront  to 
Mifs  Newcome,  who  came  to  Bath  under 
•her  protection,  and  whofe  caufe  (lie  was 
obliged  to  d'poufe.  Tn  reality,  I  believe 
there  was  another  renlbn  which  quickened 
her  lady/hip's  refentment,  and  made  her 
behold  with  concern  the  indignities  offer- 
ed to  a  man,  who  had  found  the  way  of 

bong 
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feeing  agreeable  to  her  ladyfhip,  as  well 
as  to  the  young  lady  her  companion.  But 
however  that  be,  it  is  certain  her  inter- 
fering <tid  him  little  fervice;  and  after  a 
thoufand  taunts  and  fleers,  the  unfor- 
tunate couple  was  obliged  to  lit  down  in 
a  corner  of  the  room.  They  itood  up 
again  Ibmt  time  afterwards  to  make  a  frefh 
attempt,  which  proved  as  unfucceCsf  1  as 
the  former  :  in  ihort,  after  repeated  dif- 
s;races,  they  were  obliged  to  give  over  all 
noughts  of  dancing  for  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night ;  the  poor  girl  trembling 
and  wondering  what  could  be  the  reafon 
of  all  this  behaviour}  and  even  the  beau 
himfelf  looking  very  foolifh  under  the 
confciouihefs  of  his  own  condition. 

As  it  was  >retty  plain,  however,  that  his 
father  muft  have  betrayed  his  fecret,  the 
ball  no  fooner  broke  up,  than  he  flew  with 
the  greateft  rage  to  the  alehoufe,  rufhed 
eagerly  into  the  room,  where  the  mifera- 
ble  wretch  was  then  dozing,  and  fell  upon 
him  with  all  the  bitternefs  of  paflion. 

*  Where  is  this  old  rafcal?'  cries  he; 
«  what  is  it  you  mean  by  this,  you  de- 
«  teftable  raiicreant  ?  I  have  a  great  mind 

*  to  murder  you,  and  give  your  carcaie 
'  to  the  hounds!' 

'  Blefs  us!    what's  the  matter  now, 

*  Jack?'  faid  the  beggar.  'Matter!'  re- 
turned he;  '  you  have  been  prating,  and 

*  tattling,  and  chattering.     You  have 

*  ruined  me,  you  old  villain,  you  have 

*  blown  me  up  forever.    Speak,  confefs 

*  that  you  have  discovered  my  fecrets .' 

Here  the  beggar  ftammered  and  en- 
deavoured to  excufe  himielf,  but  was 
obliged  at  laft  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
believed  he  might  have  mentioned  fbme- 
thing  of  the  matter  to  the  man  of  the 
houfe.  '  And  how  durft  you  mention1  any 

*  thing  of  the  matter?'  cries  the  fon,  fe\z~ 
ing  his  father  by  the  throat;  '  how  dvsril 

you  open  your  lips  upon  the  fubjecl  ? 
I  have  a  great  inclination  to  pluck  your 
tongue  out,  and  burn  it  before  your 
face.  You  have  told  him,  I  fuppoie, 
that  I  am  your  fon.  'Tis  a  lye;  you 
ftole  me,  you  kidnapped  me;  'tis  im- 
poffible  I  could  be  the  offspring  of  fuch 
an  eyelefs,  fhirtlefs,  toothlefs  ragga- 
muffin  as  thou  art.  Here  1  have  been 
irifulted  by  every  body'to-night,  I  have 
run  the  gaxmtlet  through  the  whole  ball- 
room; all  my  hopes,  allmyftratagems, 
are  deftroyed,  and  all  is  owing  to  your 
infamous  prating.  But  mark  what  I 


fay  to  you.     Set  out  directly,  to-night 
or  to-morrow  morning  before  fun-rife, 
and  budge  off  as  fait  as  your  legs  caa 
carry  you .    If  I  find  you  here  to-mor- 
row at  ieven  o'clock,  by  hell,  I'll  cut 
your  throat.     Yo't  have  done  mifchief 
enough  already.     You  mail  do  me  no 
more;    and    therefore   pack  up  your 
wallet,  and  away  with  you,  or  prepare 
to  feed  the  crows.'    Having  utte.  ed  this 
terrible  denunciation  of  vengeance,  he 
rufhed  out  of  the  room  with  as  much  im- 
petuofity  as  he  came  into  it,  and  left  the 
poor  offender  ftaring  and  trembling  with 
amazement. 

The  ftrit  thing  he  did  after  his  fon  had 
quitted  him,  was  to  heave  up  a  prodi- 
gicnis  groan,  which  he  accompanied  with 
a  moral  reflection  on,  the  hard  fate  of  all 
fathers,  who  are  curled  with  rebellious, 
unnatural  children.  As  fuch  ufage  he 
thought  was  fufficient  to  cancel  all  pa- 
ternal aifeftion,  he  felt  in  himfelf  a  ftrong 
defire  at  firft  to  be  revenged,  by  impeach- 
ing, and  bringing  the  villain  to  juftice. 
But  then  conlidering,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  he  could  not  well  do  this  without 
difcovering  his  own  hypocrify  and  im- 
poftures  at  the  fame  lime,  he  prudently 
fuppreffcd  thole  thoughts,  and  relblved  to 
quit  the  place.  It  was  hard,  he  faid  to 
himfelf,  to  obey  the  orders  of  fuch  an  aban- 
doned profligate;  but  he  comforted  him- 
felf with  the  agreeable,  and  indeed  very 
probable  hopes,  that  he  mould  foon  fee 
his  fon  come  to  the  gallows,  without  his 
being  acceffary  to  fuch  an  event. 

Very  early  then  the  next  morning,  lie 
fet  out  with  his  unfortunate  little  guide, 
and  made  forced  marches  for  London. 
Being  willing  to  efcape  beyond  the  reach 
of  his  foil's  refentment  as  foon  as  pofTi- 
bls,  he  travelled  fo  very  fait,  that  in  little 
more  than  a  week's  time  he  arrived  at 
Reading:  from  whence,  after  a  day's 
refting,  he  again  renewed  his  journey. 
But  lorrow  and  fatigue  fo  entirely  over- 
came him,  that  he  fell  iick  on  the  road, 
and  it  was  with  the  greateti:  difficulty  that 
he  crawled  up  to  the  gate  of  a  celebrated 
inn,  not  ufed  to  the  entertainment  cf  fuch 
guefts,  where  he  fainted  and  dropped 
down  in  a  fit.  Two  or  three  oiliers,  who 
were  the  firli  that  faw  him,  conveyed  him 
to  an  apartment  in  the  ftable,  where  he 
lay  for  feveral  days  in  a  mod  mil'erable 
condition.  His  tliibrder  foon  rendered 
him  fpeechlefs,  and  being  able  to  alk  for 
nothing, 
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uoth-ng,  hfr  \vas  fupplied  with  nothing: 
for  though  the  good  landlady  of  the  houfe 
would  gludly  have  done  any  thing  in  the 
world  to  relieve  him,  had  fhe  known  his 
condition,  her  fervants,  happening  not 
have  the  fph  it  of  humanity  in  tliem,  never 
once  informed  her  that  fudi  an  object  of 
charity  lay  fick  in  her  (table.  Finding 
bimfelf  thus  neglected  ami  deftitute  of 
aU  comfort,  he  very  prudently  gave  up 


the  ghoft,  leaving  our  hero  ftncs  more  at 
the  difpoial  of  chance. 

What  future  fcenes  of  good  or  evil  are 
next  to  open  upon  him,  Fate  dees  not  yet 
chufe  to  divulge;  and  therefore  begging 
the  reader  to  fufpeud  his  curiolity,  till  we 
have  received  a  proper  commimon  for 
gratifying  it,  we  here  put  an  end  to  this 
firft  book  of  our  wonderful  hiilory. 


END     OF    THE    FIRST    BOOK. 
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CHAP.     T. 

FORTUNE  GROWS  FAVOURABLE  TO 
OUR  HERO,  AND  RESTORES  HIM 
TO  HIGH-LIFE. 

•*»  ./*>    HE  blind  beggar,  to  whofe 

*  y  tyranny  Fortune  had  com- 
3>   T    iff     mitted  cmr  hero,  groaned 

£  iji  out  his  foul,  as  the  reader 

"^  Sfc"1  has  already  feen,  in  the  lia- 
ble at  a  publick  inn.  Pom- 
pey,  (landing  by,  had  the  pleafure  of  lee- 
ing  the  tyrant  fall  as  he  dcferved,  and 
exulted  over  him  like  Cicero  in  the  fe- 
nate-houfe  over  the  dying  Cad'ar.  This 
misfortune  was  firft  diicovered  by  an 
oftler,  who  coming  accidentally  into  the 
ftable,  and  perceiving  the  miferable  crea- 
ture ftretched  out  on  the  ftraw,  began  at 
firft  to  holla  in  his  ear,  imagining  him  to 
be  afleep ;  but  finding  him  infenfible  to 
three  or  four  hearty  kicks,  which  he  be- 
ftowed  upon  him — '  Odrabbetun,'  cries 
he,  *  why  fure  a  can't  be  dead,  can  a  ? 

*  by  gar  he  is;  pillgarlick  is  certainly 

*  dead . '     He  then  called  together  two  or 
three  of  his  brethren,  to  divert  them- 
felves  with  this  agreeable  fpeclacle,  and 
many  ftable  jokes  pafTed  upon  the  o<:ca- 
fion.     When  their  diverfion  was  over, 
one  of  them  ran  in  doors  to  inform  their 
miftrefs;  but  the  good  woman  was  not 
immediately  at  leifure  to  hear  his  intelli- 
gence, being  taken  up  iu  her  civilities  to 


a  coach-and-frx,  juft  then  arrived,  and 
very  buiy  in  conducting  the  ladies  to  their 
apartments.  Howevej,  when  dinner  was 
over,  Ihe  bethought  heritlf  of  what  had 
happened,  ai)d  went  into  the  liable,  at- 
tended by  two  cf  her  chamber-maids,  to 
furvey  the  corpfe,  and  give  orders  for  it's 
burial.  There  little  Pompey,  for  the  firft 
time,  prefented  himielf  to  her  view;  but 
forrow  and  ill-ufage  had  lo  impaired  his 
beauty,  and  his  coat  too  was  in  fr.ch  a 
diihabilleof  dirt  and  jnire,  that  he  befpakc 
no  favourable  opinion  in  his  beholders. 
We  mult  not  therefore  think  Mrs.Wind- 
miii  of  a  cruel  nature,  becaule  (lie  ordered 
him  to  be  hanged,  for,  in  reality,  me  is 
a  very  humane  ami  friendly  woman  ;  but 
perceiving  no  beauty  in  the  dog  to  incline 
her  to  compaflion,  and  concluding  him 
to  be  a  thief,  from  the  company  he  was 
found  with,  it  was  natural  for  her  to  fliew 
him  no  mercy.  A  coniultation  there- 
fore was  held  in  the  yard,  and  lenience  of 
death  pronounced  upon  him;  which  had 
been  executed  as  foon  as  commanded,  (for 
the  oliler  was  inftantly  preparing  a  rope 
with  great  delight)  had  not  one  of  the 
chamber-maids  interpoled,  laying,  fne 
believed  he  was  a  fweet  pretty  creature,  if 
he  was  warned,  and  denied  her  mittrei's 
to  fave  him.  A  word  of  this  kind  was 
enough  to  Mrs.  Windmill,  who  imme- 
diately granted  him  a  reprieve,  and  or- 
dered him  into  the  kitchen  for  a  turn-  fpit. 
But  when  he  had  gone  through  the  cere- 
mony of  luitration,  and  was  thoroughly 
cleaned, 
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cleaned,  every  body  was  flruck  with  his 
beauty,  and  the  good  landlady  in  parti- 
cular; who  now  changed  her  refolutions, 
and,  inilcad  of  condemning  him  to  the 
drudgery  of  a  turn-  f pit,  made  him  her 
companion,  and  taught  him  to  follow  her 
about  the  houfe.  He  loon  grew  to  be  a 
favourite  with  the  whole  family,  as  I, 
he  always  was  wherever  he  came ;  and 
the  chambermaids  uled  to  quarrel  with 
ons-another,  who  fho'.'ld  take  him  to  their 
beds  at  night.  He  likev.-ife  got  acquainted 
with  Captain,  the  great  houie-dog,  who, 
like  Cerberus,  terrified  the  regions  round- 
about with  his  barking:  yet  would  he  often 
condefcend  to  be  plealed  with  the  fro- 
]icks  of  little  Porapey,  and  vouchsafe  r.ow 
and  then  to  unbend  his  majeity  with  a 
game  of  play. 

After  he  had  lived  here  near  a  fort- 
night, a  pofl-chaife  flopt  one  day  at  the 
door,  out  of  which  alighted  two  ladies, 
jml  arrived  from  the  Bath,    They  ran 
directly  to  the  fire,  declaring  th.y  were 
almoft  frozen  to  death  with  cold ;  where- 
vpon  Mrs.  Windmill  began  to  thunder 
for  wood,  and  afiiited  in  making  up  an 
excellent  fire:  after  which  me  begged  the 
favour   to  know   what   their   ladyfhips 
would  pleafe  to  have  for  dinner.   '  If  yo'i 
pleale,  Madam,1  laid  the  tldefr,  '  I'll 
look  into  your  larder.' — '  With  all  my 
heart,  Madam,'    anfwered    the   good 
andlaoy;  '  I  hare  fifh  and  fowls  of  all 
kinds,  and  rabbits  and  hares,  and  va- 
riety of  butcher's  meat.  B  tyourlady- 
fhip  lays  you  will  be  Co  good  to  accom- 
modate yourieif  on  the  (';  ot.  I  am  ready 
to  attend  your  ladyibip,  whenever  your 
ladyfhip  pleafes.' 

While  the  eldeft-was  gone  to  examine 
the  larder,  the  yonngeft  of  thcfe  hidies, 
having  fei?edlitt'.ePcrnpey,  who  followed 
his  miitrefs  into  the  room,  was  infinitely 
charmed  with  his  beauty,  and  rarefied 
him  during  ;he  whole  time  cf  her  fitter's 
abfence.  Ponipey,  in  return,  feemed 
plealed  to  be  t;ikt:n  notice  of  by  f(>  fair  a 
lady;  for  though  he  had  long  been  difufed 
to  the  oinpany  of  people  of  fafhion,  he 
had  not  yet  forgot  how  to  behave  himlelf 
with  romplaifance  and  good-manners. 
He  felt  a  kind  of  prioe  ret1,  rning,  which 
all  his  misfortunes  liad  not  been  able  to 
extinguim,  and  began  to  hope  the  time 
was  come  which  mould  reftcre  him  to  the 
beau-mor.de.  With  thefe  hopes  he  co'n- 
tinued  in  the  room  all  the  time  the  ladies 
were  at  dinner,  paying  great  court  to 
them  both,  and  receiving  what  they  were 
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to  beftow  upon  him  with  much 
fawning,  and  ofiicious  civility. 

As  loon  as  the  ladies  had  dined,  Mrs. 
Windmill  came  in  to  make  her  compli- 
ments, as  ul'ual,  hoping  the  dinner  was 
drefled  to  their  ladyfhips'  minds,  and  that 
the  journey  had  not  dellroyed  their  appe- 
tites.    She  received  very  courteous  an- 
fwers  to  all  me  laid;  and,    after  feme 
other  converfation  on  indifferent  topicks, 
little  Pompey  came  at  laft  upon  the  car- 
pet.   '  Pray,  Madam,'  faid  the  youngeft 
of  the  ladies,  *  how  long  have  you  Ea4 
'  this  very  pretty  dog?'     Mrs.  Wind- 
mill, who  never  was  deficient  when  die 
had  an  opportunity  of  talking,  having 
flatted  fo  fair  a  fubjeft,  began  to  dif- 
play  her  eloquence  in  the  following  man- 
ner.    *  Madam,'  fays  me,    '  the  little 
creature  fell  into  nry   hands   by  the 
ftrangeft  accident  in   life,    and  it  is 
G — d's  mercy  he  was  not  hanged. 
An  old  blind  beggar,  ladies,  died  in 
my  (table  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  it 
feems  this  little  animal  ufed  to  lead 
him  about  the  couritry.    'Tis  amazing 
how  they  come  by  the  inilincl  they 
have  in  them — and  fuch  a  little  crea- 
ture too.     But,  as  I  was  telling  you, 
ladies,  the  old  blind  beggar  was  juft 
returned  from  Bath,  as  your  ladyfhips 
may  be  now,  and  the  poor  miserable 
wretch  perifhed  in  my  liable.     There 
he  left  this  little  dog ;  and,  will  you 
believe  it,  ladies  ?  as  I  am  alive,  I  or- 
dered  him  to  be   hanged,   not  once 
dreaming  he  was  fuch  a  beauty;  for 
indeed  he  was  quite  covered  over  with 
mire  and  naflinefs,  as  to  be  lure  he 
could  not  be  otherwife,  after  leading 
the  old  blind  man  fo  long  a  journey ; 
but  a  maid-fervant  of  mine  took    a 
fancy  to  the  little  wretch,  and  begged 
his  life;  and,  wo<>ld  you  think  it,  la- 
dies ?  I  am  now  grown  as  fond  of  the 
little  fool  as  if  he  was  my  own  child.* 
The  two  fillers,  diverted  with  Mrs. 
Windmill's  oration,  could  not  helpfmil- 
ng  on  one  another  ;  but,  diftruiimg  their 
a\ighter  as  well  as  they  on. Id — '  I  do 
not  wonder,'  faid    the  youngeft,  '  at 
your  fondnefs  for  him,  Madam,  he  is 
fo  rcmnrkiibly  handfome ;    and  that 
bein^the  call-,  I  cannot  find  in  my  heart 
to  rob  you  of  him,  otherwife  I  was  jtilt 
going  to  afk  if  you  mould  be  willing 
to  part  with  him.' — '  Blefs  me,  Ma- 
dam!' faid  the  obliging   hoflefs,    '  I 
am  lure  there  is  nothing  I  would  not 
do  to  oblige  your  lady  (hip;  and  if  your 
«  ladyfhip 
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lady  (hip  has  fuch  an  aflVftion  for  the 
little  wretch — Not  part  with  him  in- 
deed!'— 'Nay,  Madam,1;  ,rd  the  lady, 
tcVinpung  her,   '   I  would  willingly 
make  you  any  amends ;  and  if  you  will 
j  name  your  price,  I'll  purchafe" 
him  of  you.' — '  Alack-a-day,  Ma- 
dam!' replied  the  landlady,  '  lam  for- 
ry  your  lady  (hip  iafpecls  me  to  be  of 
f'uch  a  mercenary  difpofition .  Purchafe 
him  indeed!    He  is' extremely  at  your 
lady/hip's  fervice,  if  you  pleaie  to  ac- 
cept of  him/     With  thefe  words,  (he 
took  hifn  up,  and  delivered  him  into  the 
lady's  arms,  who  received  him  with  ma- 
ny acknowledgments  of  the  favour  done 
her  ;  all  which  the  good  landlady  repaid 
with  abundant  intereit. 

Word  was  now  brought  that  the  chaife 
was  ready,  and  waited  at  the  door; 
whereupon  the  two  ladies  were  obliged  to 
break  off  their  converfation,  and  Mrs. 
Windmill  to  reitrain  her  eloquence. 
She  attended  them,  with  a  million  of  civil 
fpecches,  to  their  equipage,  and  handing 
little  Pompey  to  them,  when  they  were 
feated  in  it,  took  her  leave  with  a  great 
profufion  of  fmiles  and  curtfies.  The 
poftilion  blew  his  horn ;  the  ladies  bowed  ; 
and  our  hero's  heart  exulted  with  tranf- 
port,  to  think  of  the  amendment  of  his 
fate. 


CHAP.    II. 

A  LONG  CHAPTER  OF  CHARACTERS. 

THE  poft-chaife  ftopped  in  a  gen- 
teel rtreet  in  London,  and  Pompey 
•  •was  introduced  into  decent  lodgings, 
•where  every  thing  had  an  air  of  polite- 
nefs,  yet  nothing  was  expenfive.  The 
rooms  were  hung  with  Indian  paper; 
the  beds  were  Chinefe  ;  and  the  whole 
furniture  i'eemed  to  (hew  how  elegant 
fimplicity  can  be  under  the  direction  of 
taite.  Tea  was  immediately  ordered, 
and  the  two  ladies  fat  down  to  refrefh 
themfelvcs  after  the  fatigue  of  their  jour- 
ney, and  began  to  talk  over  the  adven- 
txires  they  had  met  with  at  the  Bath. 
They  remembered  many  agreeable  inci- 
"dents,  which  had  happened  in  that  great 
rendezvous  of  pleai'ure,  and  ventured  to 
laugh  at  feme  follies  of  their  acquaint- 
ance, without  ieverity  or  ill- nature. 

Thefe  two  ladies  were  born  of  a  good 
family,  and  had  received  a  <;e:m.jl  •::!u- 
cation.  Their  father,  indeed,  left  them. 


no  more  than  fix  thoufand  pounds  each  j 
but,  as  they  united  their  fortunes,  and 
managed  their  affairs  with  frugality, 
they  made  a  creditable  figure  in  the 
world,  and  lived  in  intimacy  with  peo- 
ple of  the  greatelt  fafhion.  It  will  be 
neceffary,  for  the  fake  of  diitin£lion,  to 
give  them  names,  and  the  reader,  if  he 
pleafes,  may  call  them  Thecdolia  and 
Aurora. 

Theodofia,  the  eldefl,  was  advancing 
towards  forty,  an  age  when  perl'oni-il 
charms  begin  to  fade,  and  women  grow 
indifferent  at  leaft,  who  h,ave  nothing 
better  to  fupply  the  place  of  them.  But 
Theodofia  was  largely  poflefled  of  all 
thole  good  qualities  which  render  women 
agreeable  without  beauty:  me  was  affa- 
ble and  eafy  in  her  behaviour ;  well-bred 
without  falfhood ;  chearful  without  le-. 
vity;  pojite  and  obliging  to  her  friends, 
civil  and  generous  to  her  domefticks. 
Nature  had  given  her  a  good  temper, 
and  education  had  made  k  an  agreeable 
one.(  She  had  lived  much  in  the  world, 
without  growing  vain  or  infolent ;  im- 
proved herunderrtandingby  books,with- 
out  any  affectation  of  wit  or  fcience ;  and 
loved  pubiick  places,  without  being  a 
Have  to  pleafnre.  Her  converfation  was 
always  engaging,  and  often  entertaining. 
Her  long  commerce  with  the  world  had 
fupplied  her  with  a  fund  of  diverting 
remarks  on  life,  and  her  good  ienfe  ena- 
bled her  to  deliver  them  with  grace  and 
propriety. 

Aurora,  the  youngeft  fifter,  was  in  her 
four  and  twentieth  year,  and  imagination 
cannot  poflibly  form  a  finer  figure  than 
file  was  in  every  refpecT:.  Her  beauty, 
now  in  it's  higheit  luflre,  gave  that  full 
fatisfa-£tion  to  the'  eye  which  younger 
charms  rarely  infpire.  She  was  tall  and 
full  formed,  but  wi'Ji  the  urmoft  ele- 
gance and  fymmetry.in  all  hir  limV.sj 
and  a  certain  maielty,  which  relii!ted\ 
from  herfhape,  was  accompanied  with  a 
moft  peculiaj"  ftveetnefs  of  i;ue;  ic.-r 
though  (lie  had  all  the  chamis,  fL 
none  of  the  ir.folence  of  beauty.  As  if 
thefe  uncommon  perrbStlons  of  r;ar\;rc 
were  net  Sufficient  to  procuii  hcc-  ad- 
mirers enough,  (lie  had  added  to  tbcni 
the  mod  winning  acccmpliftime- 
art;  flie  danced,  and,  limp.  : 
like  an  anrcl ;  her  voice,  natur:1]'-,'  Uiar, 
fall,  anil  melodious,  had  been  inii/roved. 
under  the  beft  Itdian  matters ;  and  (lie 
was  ready  to  oblige  pet  .  r  mu- 

iick,  on  t'r.e  fli:rlueft  huinutiou  that  it 
G-  would 
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would  be  r/;rec;tble,  without  any  airs  of 
fhynefs  and  unfealbnable  modtliy.  In- 
deed, affectation  never  entered  into  any 
one  of  her  gednrcs ;  and  whntlbever  (he 
did,  was  with  tliat  generous  freedom  of 
manner,  which  denotes  a  good  under- 
Itanding,  as  wtll  as  an  honed  heart. 
Her  temper  was  chearful  in  the  higheft 
degree,  and  (he  had  a  moll  uncommon 
fiow  of  fpirits  and  good-humcur,  which 
Jeldom  delerte-i  her  in  any  place  or  com- 
pany. At  a  hall  (he  was  extremely  joy- 
ous and  fpirited,  and  the  plealure  (he 
gave  to  her  beholders  -  could  only  be 
exceeded  by  that  unbounded  happinefs 
with  which  (he  infpired  her  partner.  Yet 
though  her  genius  ltd  her  to  be  lively, 
and  a  little  romantick,  whoever  con- 
verfed  with  her  in  private  admired  her 
good  fenfe,  and  heard  reflections  from 
her  which  plainly  (hewed  (he  ^iad  often 
exercifed  her  xmderftanding  on  the  moft 
ierious  fubjefts'. 

A  wcman  fo  beautiful  in  her  perfon, 
and  excellent  in  her  accomplifhments, 
could  not  hiil  of  attracting  lovers  in 
great  abundance ;  and  as  the  characters 
of  feme  of  her  admirers  may  perhaps  not 
be  unentertaining,  we  will  give  the  rea- 
der a  little  (ketch  of  two  of  them,  from 
among  a  great  variety. 

And  firft,  let  us  pay  our  compliments 
to  Count  Tag,  who  had  merited  a  title 
by  his  exploits ;  which,  perhaps,  is  not 
the  molt  vifual  ftcp  to  honour,  but  al- 
ways rnoft  refpeilable  whenever  it  hap- 
pens. It  is  true  he  had  no  patent  to  (hew 
for  Ins  nobility,  which  depended  entirely 
on  the  arbitrium  pcpularis  aura,  the 
fickienefs  of  popular  applaul'e ;  but  the 
i'ame  aris  \v!-,i.-h  had  procured  him  his 
title,  he  trufled  to  fov  the  prefervation  of 
it.  He  had  indeed  taken  great  pains  to 
l>c  a  coxcomb  of,  didinguiflitd  reputa- 
tion, and,  by  the  help  of  uncommon  ta- 
lents this  way,  was  now  arrived  at  the 
full  extent  of  his  wimes.  Having  efta- 
bliflicd  a  large  acquaintance  among  peo- 
ple of  fafliion,  who  admitted  him  for  the 
fake  of  laughing  at  him,  he  iv-lly  fan- 
cied himfetf  one  of  their  number,  and 
ji;i;i  Ion;-;  :ieo  thought  proper  to  forget 
his  fainiiv  and  primaeval  rqeannefs. 
But  that  tii?  reader  may  know  by  what 
fteps  he  role  to  the  conmicuoue-ftationof 
ridicule  he  nowpoflcfled,  let  us  trace  him 
in  his  prop-el's  to  it. 

Count  Tug  \vai  the  fon  of  a  brewer 
in  a  great  maricet-town,  who  having 
grown  rich  in  trade,  \vas  fc'ucd  with  the 


unfortunate  ambition  of  breeding  up  hi 
fon  a  gentleman;  for  which  purpoie  l>e  ' 
lent  him  h'rft  to  a  publick  fcliool,  and 
afterwards  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
Being  here  on  a  level  with  people  much 
his  fuperiors,  the  young  gentleman  leanv 
ed  to  grow  fond  of  great  company,  and 
very  early  began  to  calculate  the  degree 
of  his  happinefs  by  the  number  of  his 
famionable  acqv.aintance.  At  lalt  his 
father  died,  and  kft  him  a  fortune  of 
about  eight  thouland  pounds ;  upon  the 
news  whereof  he  immediately  tranf port- 
ed bitnfelf  from  Oxford  to  London,  re- 
ibiving  to  make  a  bold  pitlh,  as  it  is 
called,  to  introduce  him  into  LIFE.  Ik- 
had  a  ftrong  ambition  of  becoming  a 
fine  gentleman,  and  cultivating;  an  ac  - 
quaintance  with  people  of  fadiioi),  which 
he  adeemed  the  mod  conlummate  cha- 
racter attainable  by  man,  and  to  that  he 
relblved  to  dedicate  his  days.  As  his 
firft  eflay,  therefore,  he  prefented  himftlf 
eveiy  evening  in  a  (ide-box  at  one  of  the 
play-houies,  where  he  was  ready  to  en- 
ter into  converfation  with  any  body  that 
would  afford  him  an  audience:  but  was- 
particularly  afiiduous  in  applying  him- 
felf  to  young  noblemen  and  men  of  for- 
tune whom  he  had  formerly  known  at 
fchool,  or  at  the  univerfity.  By  degrees 
he  got  footing  in  two  or  three  families  of 
quality,  where  lie  was  ibtnetimes  invited 
to  dinner;  and  having  learned  the  fafliion- 
able  topicka  of  difcourie,  he  ftndied  to 
make  himfelf  agreeable  by  entertaining 
them  with  the  current  news  of  the  towu. 
He  had  the  firft  intelligence  of  a  mar- 
riiir.e  or  an  intrigue,  knew  to  a  moment 
when  the  breath  went  out  of  a  noble- 
man's body,  and  publimed  the  fcamlal  of 
a  maiquerade  or  a  ridotta  fooner  by  half 
an  hour  at  lead  than  any  other  publick 
talker  in  London.  He  had  a  copious 
fluency  of  language,  which  made  him 
embeilifh  every  fubje6l  he  undertook  j 
and  u  certain  art  of  talking  as  minutely 
and  circumdantially  on  the  mod  trivial 
4'ubjects,  as  on  thofe  of  the  highdt  im- 
portance. He  would  dcfcribe  a  draw, 
or  a  pimple  on  a  lady's  face,  with  ail  the 
figures  of  rhetorick ;  by  which  he  per- 
fuaded  many  people  to  believe  him  a  man 
of  givar  ;vaiiSj  and  furely  n6  m.in's  im- 
j)ertinence  ever  turned  to  better  account. 
As  he  condantly  attended  Bath  and 
Tunbfidgc,  and  all  tl\e  pul.". 
he  got  eaiier  accel's  to  tiu^  ta!>li  s  or"  the 
great,  and  by  degms  iniinupied  !• 
into  all  the  parties  of  the  belies ;  ar 

whom 


POMPEY  THE  LITTLE. 


whom  he  began  to  be  received  as  a  confi- 
derable  genius,  and  quickly  became  ne- 
ceflary  in  all  their  drums  and  affemblies. 

Finding  his  i'chemes  thus  fucceed  al- 
mott  beyond  his  hopes,  he  now  aflumcd 
n  higher  behaviour,  and  began  to  fancy 
himfelf  a  man  of  quality  from  the  com- 
pany he  kept.  With  this  view  he  thought 
proper  to  forget  his  old  acquaintance, 
whole  low  geniufes  left  them  grovelling 
in  obfcurity,  while  his  fuperior  talents 
had  railed  him/to  a  familiarity  with  lords 
and  ladies.  If,  therefore,  any  old  friend, 
prefuming  on  their  former  intimacy,  ven- 
tured to  accoft  him  in  the  Park,  he  made 
a  formal  bow,  and  begged  pardon  for 
'leaving  him ;  but  really  Lady  Betty,  or 
Lady  Mary,  was  iuft  entering  the  Mall. 
In  fhort,  he  always  proportioned  his  re- 
ipect  to  the  rank  and  fortunes  of  his 
company.  Hewoujd  dderta  commoner 
for  a  lord,  a  lord  for  an  earl,  an  earl  for 
a  marquis,  and  a  marquis  for  a  duke. 
Having  thus  enrolled  himfelf  in  his  own 
imagination  among  the  nobility,  it  was 
not  without  reafon  that  people  gave  him 
the  ftyle  and  title  of  Count  Tag,  think- 
ing it  a  pity  that  fuch  a  genius  mould 
be  called  by  the  ordinary  name  of  his 
family. 

To  fay  this  gentleman  was  in  love, 
would  be  too  great  an  abufe  of  language, 
for  he  was  in  reality  incapable  of  loving 
any  body  but  himfelf.  But  vanity  and 
the  mode  often  made  him  affect  attach- 
ments to  women  of  celebrated  beauty, 
from  whole  acquaintance  he  thought  he 
could  derive  a  credit  to  himfelf.  This 
was  his  motive  for  appearing  one  of  the 
admirers  of  Aurora,  whole  charms  were 
confpicuous  enough  to  excite  his  pride, 
and  that  was  the  only  paflion  which  the 
count  ever  thought  of  gratifying.  He 
knew  how  to  counterfeit  raptures  which 
he  never  felt,  and  had  all  the  language 
af  love,  without  any  of  it's  fentiment. 

The  other  admirer  of  Aurora,  whofe 
character  we  likewife  promifed  to  draw, 
was  one  in  all  refpects  the  reverfe  of 
Count  Tag,  and  may  very  well  ferve  as 
iiis  contraft.  He  was  a  young  nobleman 
ibout  her  own  age,  blelTed  with  every 
perfonal  accompliflunent  that  could  ren- 
W  him  agreeable,  and  eveiy  good  quaT 
ity  that  could  make  him  beloved.  If 
m  excellent  underftanding,  improved  by 
:ompetent  reading;  if  the  moft  uncom- 
mon integrity  of  mind,  joined  with  the 
^reateii:  candour  and  fenfibility  of  heart ; 
'S  a  Ibul  paflionately  devoted  to  the  love 


of  truth,  which  abhorred  falfiiood  and 
detefted  affectation ;  if  all  tliefe  perfec- 
tions can  render  any  one  the  object  of 
efteem,  they  all  united  in  forming  the 
character  of  this  amiable  young  noble- 
man. But  to  eltetm  him  only  was  pay- 
ing him  but  half  his  due.  There  was 
fomething  fo  very  open  and  fmcerc  in 
his  looks,  Ib  winning  in  his  ccnverfa- 
tion,  and  (hiking  in  all  his  actions,  that 
nobody  ever  departed  from  him  without 
a  thorough  love  and  admiration  of  him. 
He  had  the  moft  agreeable  manner  of 
addrefs,  improved,  but  not  corrupted, 
by  the  civilities  of  the  world ;  a  uniform, 
unaffected,  natural  gentility,  which  put 
mere  politenefs  out  of  countenance,  and 
left  artificial  ccmplaifance  at  a  diRaii.e. 
In  a  word,  he  had  the,  moil  cordial 
warmth  of  heart,  the  greaidt  generofity 
of  fentiment,  and  the  true-It  equanimity 
of  temper  upon  all  occafions  in  life. 

Being  inlpired  with  a  paflion  for  an 
agreeable  wcman,  he  was  neither  afhamed 
to  own  it,  nor  yet  did  he  ule  the  ridicu- 
lous eulogiums  with  which  coxcombs  talk. 
of  their  rniureiTes  when  thiir  imagina- 
tions are  heated  w,idi  wine.  He  did  not 
compare'her  to'tlie  Venus  of  Medicis,  or 
run  into  any  of  thofe  artificial  raptures 
which  are  aunoft  always  countcrteitedj 
but,  whenever  he  mentioned  her  mine, 
he  Ipoke  the  language  of  his  heart,  anj 
fpoke  of  her  always  with  a  minlinefs 
that  tettified  the  reality  and  finceiity  of 
his  paflion.  It  was  impoiTihle  for  a  wo- 
man not  to  return  the  affections  of  fo  de- 
ferying  a  lover :  Aurora  was  happy  to 
be  the  object  of  his  addreffes,  and  me£ 
them  with  becoming  zeal. 


CHAP.    III. 

THE  CHARACTERS  OF  THE  FORE- 
GOING CHAPTER.  EXEMPLIFIED. 
AN  IRREPARABLE  MISFORTVJ^£ 
EEFALS  OUR  HERO. 

t  I  *  HE  two  fitters  had  lain  longer  a- 
X  bed  than  ufual  the  morning  p.f'.cr 
their  arrival  in  town,  which  was  owing 
to  the  fatigue  of  their  journey, 
had  but  juft  finiihed  their  breakfaft  by 
twelve  o'clock ;  Aurora  was  then  fitting 
clown  to  her  harpfichord,  and  Thei^do- 
fia  reading  the  play-bills  for  the  even- 
ing, when  the  door' opened,  and  Count 
Tag  was  ufhcred  by  a  krvant  into  the 
room. 

G  z  \V  hen 
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When  the  firft  ceremonies  \vere  a  little 
over,  and  the  coun':  hid  ex.preiTed  the  • 
jvro'Iigious  fatisfaction  he  felt  in  feeing 
them  returned  to  town,  he  began  to  en- 
quire what  kind  of  feafon  they  had  had 
t  Bath.  <  Why  really,'  faidTheodofia, 
a  very  good  one,  upon  the  whole  ;  there 
were  many  agreeable  people  there,  and 
all  of  them  eafy  and  fociable;  which 
made  our  time  pafs  away  chearfully 
and  pleafantly  enough.' — '  You  amaze 
me!'   cries  the   count;    *  impoflible, 
Madam !-^How  can  it  be,  ladies? — I 
had  letters  from  Lord  Marmazet,  and 
Lady  Betty  Scornful,  afluring  me  that, 
except  you  and  themielves,  there  were 
not  three  human  creatures  in  the  place. 
Let  me  fee — I  have  Lady  Betty's  let- 
ter in  my  pocket,  I  believe,  at  this 
moment — -Oh,  no,  upon  recollection, 
I  put  it  this  morning  into  my  cabi- 
net, where  I  preferve  all  my  letters  of 
quality.' 

Aurora)  fmothering  a  laugh  as  well 
as    (he  could,    faid  me  was    extremely 
obliged   to  Lord  Marmazet  and  Lady 
Betty  for  vouchsafing  to  rank  her  and 
her  lifter  in  the  catalogue  of  human  be- 
ings ;  '  But  furely,'  added  me,   '  they 
muft  have  been  afleep,  both  of  them, 
when  they  wrote  -their  letters,  for  the 
Bath  was   extremely  full.* — '  FuH!' 
ries  the  count,  interrupting  her ;  '  oh, 
Madafn,  that  is  very  poflible,  and  yet 
there  might  be  no  company;  that  is,, 
none  of  us ;  nobody  that  one  knows  : 
for  as  to  all  the  tramantanes  that  come 
by  the  crofs-poft,  we  never  reckon  them 
as  any  thing  but  monfters  in  human 
fhape,  that  ferve  to  fill  up  the  ftage  of 
life,  like  cyphers  in  a  play.     For  irr- 
ftancc,  you  often  fee  an  aukward  girl, 
who  had  fewed  a  tail  to  a  gown,  and 
pinned  two   lappets  to   a  night -cap, 
run  headlong  into  the  rooms  with  a 
wild  i'rcily  face,   as  if  (he  was  juft 
come  from  feeding  poultry  in  hex  fa- 
ther's chicken-yard;  or  you  fee  a  boo- 
by fquire,  with  a  head  refembling  a 
ftone-ball  over  a  gate-port.     Now  it 
would  be  the  moft  ridiculous  thing  in 
life  to  call  fuch  people  company.  'Tis 
the  want  of  titles,  and  not  the  want  of 
faces,  that  makes  a  place  emptv;  for 
if  there  A  nobody  one  knows,  if  there 
are  none  of  us  in  a  place,  we  efteem  all 
*  the  reft  as  mob  and  rabble/ 

Here  it  was  impoflible  for  ihe  two  la- 
dies any  longer  to  contain  their  laugh- 
ter. *  Hold,  hold,  for  Heaven's  fake!' 


faid  Theodofia,  interrupting  him;  'have 
'  a  little  mercy,  count,  on  us  poor  mor- 
'  tals  who  are  born  without  titles,  and 
'  don't  banim  us  quite  from  all  puMick 
'  places.  Confider,  Sir,  though  you 
'  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  acquire  a 
'  title,  all  of  us  have  not  the  fame  good 
'  fortune;  and  mult  we  then  be  reckoned 
'  among  the  mob  and  rabble  of  life  ?' 

'  Oh,  by  no  means  !  cries  the  count; 
'  you  mifunderftand  me  entirely—  you 
'  are  in  the  polite  circle,  ladies;  we 

*  reckon  you  among  the  quality.   Who- 
'  ever  belongs  to  the  polite  circle,  is  of 
'  the  quality.    I  was  only  talking  of  the 
'  wretched  figures  who  know  ^nobody, 

*  and  are  known  of  nobody }  they  are 
'  the  mob  and  rabble  I  was  (peaking  of. 
'  — You,  indeed!— no,  pardon  me. — • 
'  But  pray,  ladies,  who  was  this  Mils 
'  Newcome,  this  great  beauty,  that  made 
'  fuch   a  figure   among  you  at  Ii:.th  ? 

*  Was  /he  ever  in  any  of  our  drums  or 

*  afTemblies  ?'  , 

'  No,  Sir,'  replied  Theodofia;  '  it  was 

*  the  firft  time  of  her  appearing,  I  be- 
'  lieve,  in  any  publick  place ;  me  came 
'  under  the  protection  of  Lady  Maima- 
'  zet.     She  is  a  veiy  agreeable  girl,  and 

*  really  exceedingly  pretty.    loftencon- 

*  verfed  with  her,  and  indeed  me  pro- 

*  mifes  to  make  a  very  fine  woman,  if 
, '  fhe  does  not  play  the  fool,  and  throw 

*  herfelf  away  upon  that  odious,  deteila- 
«  ble  Grifkin.' 

*  Aye,  that  Grifkin,  too!'  cries  the 
count,  who  is  that  detellable  Griikin  ? 
'  I  think  I  am  acquainted  with  all  the 
'  families  of  any  note  in  England,  and 
'  yet  in  my  days  I  never  heard  of  Sir 
'  Jeremy  Grifkin.' 

'  No,  Sir,'  faid  Aurora  with  a  fmile ; 
'  'tis  irapoflible  yovi  fliould  know  r.ny 
'  fuch  Englifh  family,  for  he  gave  out 
'  that  he  came  from  Ireland ;  and  even 
'  there,  I  fancy,  one  mould  be  pretty 
'  much  puzzled  to  find  it ;  for  I  am  veiy 
4  apt  to  fufpeft  that  Mr.  Griflcin  is  no- 
'  thing  better  than  a  notorious  fliarpcr. 

*  We  had  a  report  at  Bath,  that  he  was 
'  the  fon  of  a  blind  beggar.     The  truth 

*  of  this,  indeed,  never  came  perfectly  to 
'  light ;  but  fuj  e  Lady  Marmazet,  if  fhe 
'  has  any  fricndfhip  for  the  girl,  muft 
'  bemad  to  encourage  fuch  a  match.' 

'  Abfohtely  dUb-afted!'  cries  the 
count;  '  I  can't  imagine  what  fhe  means 
'  by  it :  and  indeed,  when  fhe  cOT»es  to 
'  town,  I  fhall  raiily  her  ladyfhip  for 

*  having  fuch  a  beauty  in  petto,  without 

'   letting 
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'  letting  me  know  any  thing  of  the 
*  matter.' 

While  the  count  was  thus  difplaying 
liis  owrrmerit  and  acquaintance  with  the 

fraud  mor.de,  the  door  opened  on  a  fud- 
en,  and  the  young  lord  appeared,  whofe 
character  concluded  the  preceding  chap- 
ter. He  approached  the  ladies  with  a 
refpecHul  how,  and  enquired  tenderly 
concerning  their  health,  but  addrefled 
himfelf  rather  in  a  more  ^articular  man- 
ner  to  Aurora .  Her  face  immediately 
changed  on  his  entering  the  room,  and 
a  ceriain  air  of  affe&ionate  languor  took 
pofleffion  of  her  features,  which  before 
were  a  little  expreflive  of  fcorn  and  ri- 
dicule :  in  mort,  me  received  him  with 
fomething  more  than  complaifance,  and 
a  tone  of  voice  only  calculated  to  convey 
the  fentiments  of  lov.e. 

But  as  the  delicacy  of  her  paflion 
chofe  to  reveal  itfelf  as  little  as  poflible 
before  witnefles,  me  foon  recovered  the 
gaiety  of  her  features,  anci  addrefling 
herfelf  with  a  ihiile  to  her  beloved  peer— 
My  lord,'  faid  me,  '  you  are  come  in 
excellent  time  ;  the  count  is  entertain- 
ing us  here  with  a  very  ingenious 
lecture  on  what  it  is  we  are  to  call  the 
world.' 

Count  Tag  was  no  ftranger  to  his 
lord/hip,  who  perfectly  knew,  and  hear- 
illy  defpifed  him  for  his  foppery  and  af- 
feftation.  Yet  he  was  obliged  now  and 
then  to  fubmit  to  a  vifit  from  him  ;  for 
being  in  poffefiion  of  a  title,  the  count, 
who  haunted  all  people  of  quality,  would 
obtrude  himfelf  on  his  acquaintance  con- 
trary to  his  inclination;  and  good  man- 
ners, as  well  as  the  natural  candour  of 
his  temper,  retrained,  him  from  exnref- 
fmg  his  de'teftation  in  too  explicit  terms. 
He  had,  however,  no  great  deiire  at  pre- 
fent  to  hear  him  upon  a  topick  where 
his  impertinence  wo  'Id  have  fo  great  a 
fcope,  and  therefore  endeavoured  to  turn 
the converiation." o  ibme other  iubiecl: ;  but 
the  count,  whofe  eyes  iparkled,  as  they  al- 
ways did  on  the  appearance  of  a  man  of 
quality,  no  iboner  faw  him  fested  in  his 
chair,  than  he  faitened  himfelf  immediate- 
ly ut.on  him,  and  began  to  appeal  to  his 
lordftup  tor  a  confirmation  of  his  fenti- 
ments. '  My  lord,'  faid  he,  '  I  was  en- 
deavouringto  convince  the  ladies,  that 
if  there  is  nobody  one  knows,  none  of 
us,  in  a  publick  place,  all  the  reft  are 
to  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  porters 
and  oyfter- women.  I  dare  fay  your 
f  lordfhip  i$  of  the  fame  opinipn,' 


*•  Indeed,  Sir,  but  I  am  not,'  replied 
his  lordfnip ;  '  and  therefore  I  mult  de- 
'  fire  you  would  not  draw  me  into  a 
'  participation  of  any  fuch  fentiments. 
'  The  language  of  "  people  one  knows," 
'  end  4<  people  one  does  not  know,"  is 
'  what  I  very  often  hear  in  the  world; 
'  but  it  feejiis  to  me  the  mod  contempti- 

*  ble>jargon  that  ever  was  invented.  In- 
'  deed,  for  my  own  part,  I  don't  under- 
'  Hand  it ;  and  therefore,  I  confefs,  I  ;ini 
'  not  qualified  to  talk  about  it.  Whom, 
'  pray,  are  we  to  call  the   people  one 
'  knows?' 

'  O  mon  dieu !'  cries  the  count,  *  your 
'  lordiliip,  furely,  can't  alk  fuch  a  qucf»- 
'  tion'?  The  people  one  knows,  my  lord, 
'  are  the  people  who  are  in  the  round  of 

*  aflemblies  and  pubiick  diversions;  peo- 
'  pie  who  have  the  SCAVOIK  VIVRE, 

'    the    TON     DE   BONNE    COMPAGNIE, 

*  as  the  French  call  it :  in  fhort,  people 
'  who  friee  their  hair  in  the  neweft  fa- 
'  mion,  and  have  their  cloaths  made  at 
'  Paris.' 

'  And  are  thefe  the  only  people  worth 
'  one's  regard  in  life?'  laid  his  iord- 
fhip. 

'  Abfolutely,  my  lord!'  cries  the 
count;  '  I  have  no  manner  of  idea  or 
'  conception  of  any  body  elfe.' 

'  Then  I  am  moft  heartily  forry  for 
'  you,'  cries  his  lorduiip.  '  I  can  readily 
'  allow  that  people  of  quality  muft,  ia 
'  general,  live  with  one  another;  the 
<  cuftoms  of  the  world  in  good  meafure 
'  require  it:  but,  furely,  our  Itation  gives 
'  us  no  right  to  behave  with  infolenceto 

*  people  below  us,  becarfe  they  have  not 

*  their  cloaths   from  Paris,   or  do  not 
'   FRIZE   their  hair  in   the  newelt  fa- 
'  mion!  And  I  am  lure,  if  people  of 
'  quality  have  no  fuch  right,  it  much  Id's 
'  becomes  the  fops  and  coxcombs  in  fa- 
'.  fhion,  who  are  but  the  retainers  on 
'  people  of  quality,  who  are  themfelves 
'  only  in  publick  by  peimiffion,  and  can 
'  pretend  to  no  merit,  but  what  they  de- 

*  rive  from  an  acquaintance  with  their 
'  betters.  This,  furely,  is  die  mollcon- 
'  temptible  of  all  modern  follies !    For 
'  inltance,  becaule  a  man  is  permitted 
'  to  whiiper  nonfenfe  in  a  Lady  Betty's 
f  or  Lady  Mary's  ear,  in  the  fide-box  af 
'  a  play-houfe,  mail  he  therefore  fancy 
'  himfelf  privileged  to  behave  with  im- 
'  pertinence  to  people  infinitely  his  fu- 
'  periors  in  merit,  who  perhaps  have  not 
'  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  wriggle 

*  themfelves  into  a  great  acquaintance  ? 

'  —What 
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'  —What  fry  you,  Madam  ?'  added  he, 
addrelling  himfelf  to  Thc-odolia. 

'  Yourobfervation,'  (he  replied,  '  is 
exceedingly  iuft,  my  lord !    But  why 
do  you  confine  it  to  your  own  fex  ? 
Pray  let  ours  come  in  for  a  (hare  of  the 
latire !    For  my  part,  I  could  name  a 
great  many  trumpery  infignificant  girls 
about  town,    who,    having   wriggled 
themfelves,  as  you  fay,  into  a  polite  ac- 
quaintance, give  themfelves  ten  times 
more  airs,  and  are  fifty  thoui'and  times 
more  conceited,    than  the  people   to 
whofe  company  they  owe  their  pride. 
I  have  one  now  in  my  thoughts,  who 
is  throxighout  a  compofition  of  vanity 
and  folly,  and  has  been  for  feveral  years 
the  publick  jeft  and  ridiculeof  the  town 
for  her  behaviour.' 
All  this  while  the  count  fat  in  feme 
cpnfufion  :  for  though  he  had  a  wonder- 
ful talent,  as  indeed  moll  people  have,  at 
warding  off  fcandal  from  himfelf,  and 
applying  the  fat  ire  he  met  with  to  his 
neighbours,  he  was  here  Ib  plainly  de- 
fcribeJ,  that  it  was  hardly  poflible  for 
liim  to  be  jniftnkcn.     Aurora  fiw  this  ; 
and  refolvingto  com  pleat  his  confufion— 
Count,'  faid  (he,  *  1  have  had  it  in 
my  hend  this  many  a  day  to  afk  you 
aqucftion.     Will  yo'u"befo  obliging 
as  to  tell  me  how  you  came  by  your 
title  ?'— '  O  pardon  me !  I  have  no  title,- 
Madam!'  cries  the  count.  '  Mere  ba- 
dinage and  ridicule!— a  nick -name 
givenmebyfomeof  my  friends— that's 
all !    But  another  time  for  that.     At 
pj  c-fent,  I  am  obliged  to  call  upon  Lord 
Monkeyman,  who  defires  my  opinion 
of  fome  pi£Vures  he  is  going  to  buy ; 
after  which  I  mall  look  in  upon  Lady 
Betty  Vincent,  whom  I  pofitively  have 
not  feen  for  thefe  three  days.'     Here 
he  rofe  up,  and  made  all  the  hafte  he  could 
away,  being  exceedingly  glad  to  efcajK 
the  perfecution  which  he  faw  was  pre- 
paring for  him. 

Little  Pompey  was  witnefs  of  many 
of  thefe  interviews,  and  began  to  think 
himfelf  happily  fmiated  for  life.  He 
was  a  great  favourite  with  Aurora,  who 
carefled  him  with  the  fondeft  tendei  nefs, 
and  pmnitted  him  to  fleep  every  night 
in  a  chair  by  her  bed  -  fide.  When  me 
awoke  in  the  morning,  (he  would  cm- 
brace  him  with  an  ai  dour  which  the  hap- 
pieft  lover  might  have  envied.  Our  hero's 
vanity,  perhaps,  made  him  fancy  him- 
felf the  genuine  object  of  thcfc  careffcs, 
whereas,  in  reality,  he  was  only  t; 


prefentative  of  a  much  noHer  crr-»ftire. 
In  this  manner  he  lived  with  his  new 
miftreffes  the  greatefl  part  of  a  winter; 
and  might  ftill  have  continued  in  the  fame 
happy  uttiation,  had  he  not  ruined  himlelf 
by  his  own  imprudence. 

Aurora  had  been  dancing  one  night 
at  a  i  idotta  with  her  beloved  peer ;  and 
retired  late  to  her  lodgings,  with  that 
vivacity  in  her  looks,  and  tranfporf  in 
her  thoughts,  which  love  and  pleafure 
always  infpire.  Animated  with  delight- 
ful prefages  of  future  happinefs,  me  fat 
herfclf  down  in  a  chair,  to  recollect  the 
converfation  that  had  paffed  between 
tliv.-m.  After  this,  me  went  to  bed,  and 
refigned  herfelf  to  the  pureft  (lumbers. 
She  flept  longer  than  ufual  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  and  it  feemed  as  if  fome  golden 
dream  was  pift  ured  in  her  fancy ;  for  her 
cheek  glowed  with  unufual  beauty,  and 
her  voice  fpontanecufly  pronounced  — 
'  My  lord,  I  am  wholly  yours!'  While 
her  imagination  was  prefenting  her  with 
thefe  delicious  ideas,  lit,de  Pompey,  who 
heard  the  found, 'and  thought  (he  over- 
flept  herfelf,  leaped  upon  the  bed,  and 
waked  JUT  with  his  barking.  To  be  in  - 
tcrrupted  in  fo  critical  a  minute,  while 
(lie  was  dreaming  of  her  beloved  peer, 
was  an  offence  (he  knew  not  how  to  par- 
don. She  darted  a  mod  enraged  look  at 
him,  and  refolved  never  to  fee  him  any 
more;  but  difpofed  of  him  that  very 
morning  to  her  milliner,  who  attended 
her  with  a  new  hcad-drefs. 

Thus  was  he  again  removed  to  new 
lodgings,  and  condemned  to  future  ad-  , 
ventures. 

CHAP.     IV. 

ANOTHER  LONG  CHAPTER  OF  CHA- 
RACTERS. 

THE  fair  princefs  of  lace  and  rib- 
bands, who  now  took  pofleflion  of 
our  hero,  carried  him  home  in  her  arms, 
extremely  well  pleated  with  her  prefent. 
She  quickly  grew  exceeding  fond  of  him, 
as  all  his  owners  had  been  before  her ; 
and,  to  exprefs  her  love,  ornamented  his 
neck  with  a  cambrick  -  raff.  The  frjit 
of  this  happening  to  pleafe  fome  ladies 
of  quality,  who  came  by  accident  : 
(hop,  they  refolved  to  imitate  it:  and 
from  hence  arofe  the  modern  fafliion  of 
ladier  wearing  ruffs  about  their  necks. 

Three  or  four  days  after  he  was  fettled 
in  tlitfe  apartments*  as  he  was  fr  if  king 

and 
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and  fportir.g  one  morning  about  the 
Ihop,  a  young  lady,  who  lodged  in  the 
houfe,  came  down  flairs,  and  accofted 
his  miftrefs  in  the  following  terms.  '  J 
want  to  fee  fome  ribbands,  if  you  pleafe, 
Madam,  to  match  my  I>l\ie  gown  ;  for 
Lady  Bab  Frightful  is  to  call  upon 
mamma  this  evening,  to  carry  us  to 
the  play  to  fee  Orthellor,  Whore  of 
Venus  ;  which,  they  lay,  is  one  of  the 
finell  plays  that  ever  was  afted.'— r 
Yes,  really,  Mem,  'tis  a  very  engaging 
play,  to  be  fure!'  replied  the  milliner. 
Indeed,  I  think  it  one  of  die  matter- 
pieces  of  the  Englifh  ftage.  But  you 
miftake  a  little,  1  fancy,  Mils,  in' the 
naming  of"  it ;  for  Shakefpeare,  I  be- 
lieve, wrote  it  Othello,  Moor  of  Venice. 
Venice,  Mem,  is  a  famous  town  or 
city,  fomewhere  or  other,  where  O- 
thello  run*  away  with  a  rich  heirefs 
in  the  night-time,  and  marries  her  pri- 
vately at  the  fleet.  By  very  odd  luck, 
he  was  created  Lord  High  -  Admiral 
that  very  night,  and  goes  out  to  fight 
the  Turks,  and  takes  his  wife  along 
with  him  to  the  wars;  and  there, 
Mem,  he  grows  jealous  of  her,  only 
becauie  me  happens  to  have  loft  a 
handkerchief,  which  he  gave  her  when 
he  came  a  courting  to  her.  It  was  a 
muflin  handkerchief,  Mem,  fpotted' 
with  ftrawberries ;  and,  becauie  me 
can't  find  it,  he  beats  her  in  the  moit 
unmerciful  manner,  and  at  la  ft  fmo- 
thers  her  between  two  feather-beds.'— 
Docs  he  indeed!'  cries  the  young  la- 
iy.  '  Well,  I  hate  a.  jealous  man  of  all 
things  in  nature !  A  jealous  man  is 
my  particular  averfion !  But,  however, 
no  matter  what  the  play  is,  you  know, 
Ma'am,  fo  we  do  but  fee  it ;  for  the 
pleafure  of  a  play  is  to  (hew  one's  felf 
in  the  boxes,  and  fee  the  company,  and 
all  that!  —  Yes,  Ma'am,  this  here  is 
the  fort  of  ribbands  I  want ;  only,  if 
you  pleafe  to  let  me  fee  feme  of  a  palar 
blue.' 

While  the  milliner  was  taking  down 
fome  frefli  ban  -  boxes,  the  young  Jady 
turning  round,  happened  to  fpy  Pompey 
in  a  corner  of  the  (hop.  '  O  heavens!' 
cries  file,  as  foon  as  flic  calt  her  eyes 
upon  him,  '  what  a  delightful  little  dog 
'  is  there  '.—Pray,  dear  Mrs .  Pincufhion, 

*  do  tell  me  how  long  you  have  been  in 

*  poffem'on  of  that  charming-  little  beau- 
'  ty?'  Mrs.  Pincufnion  replied,  that  he 
had  been  in  her  pofieflion  about  a  week, 

id  was  given  her  by  a  lady  of  celebrated 


beany,   whom   me  had  the  honour  of 
ferving.    '  Well,  if  I  am  not  amazed  ty 
'  think  how  fhe  could  part  with  him  '.* 
cries  the  young  lady.    '  Sure,  Ma'am, 
fhe  mint  be  a  woman  of  no  manner 
of  taiie  in  the  world,  for  I  never  faw 
any   thing  fo   charmingly   handlbmc 
fince  the  hour  I  was  born  !  Pray,  dear 
Mrs.  Pincufhion,  what  is  his  name?' 
Being  informed   that  he  was  called 
Pompey,    fhe  fnatched   him  up   in  her 
arms,  kiffed  him  with  great  tranfport, 
and  poured  forth  the  following  torrent 
of  nonfenfe  upon  him.     '  O  you  tweet 
little   Pompey!— you    moft   delight- 
ful little  Pompey  ! — you  dear  heavenly 
jewel ! — you  moft  charming  little  per- 
roquet!    I   will  kit's   you,  you   little 
beauty ! — I  will — I  will — I'll  kits  you, 
aiTd  hug  you,  and  kifs  you  to  death!' 
Then  turning   again  to  the  milliner- 
Dear  Mrs.  Pincuihion,'    a*'.ded   me, 
you  muft  give  me  leave  to  carry  him 
up-ftairs,  to  fhew  him  to  papa  and 
mamma ;  for  in  all  my  days  I  never 
beheld  fo  divine  a  creature!'     Beingj 
now  ferved  with  her  blue  ribbands,  and 
having  received  the  milliner's  content  to 
her  requeft,  fhe  flew  up-ftairs,  in  all  ima- 
ginable hafte,  with  the  dog  in  her  arms. 
But  before  we  relate  the  reception  fhe 
met  with,  let  us  prepare  the  reader  with 
a  fhort  defcription  of  her  parents. 

Sir  Thomas  Frippery,  the  father  of 
this  young  lady,  had  formerly  enjoyed  a 
little  poft  in  Queen  Anne's  court,  which 
entitled  him  to  a  knighthood  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  office,  though  the  1;;- 
lary  of  it  was  very  inccnfiderable,  and 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  grandeur  lie 
affected.  On  the  death  of  the  queen  lie 
loft  this  employment,  an:'  was  obliged 
to  retire  into  the  country  ;  where  he  gave 
himfelf  the  airs  of  a  ininiiier  of  ftate,  fet 
up  for  an  oracle  of  politicks,  and  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  his  country  neigh- 
bours that  he  had  been  very  intimate  with 
Lord  Oxford,  and  very  deep  in  the  trani'- 
actions  of  thole  th 

The  fame  ridiculous  vanity  purfued 
him  through  every  article  of  his  life;  f.i.d 
though  his  eiiate  was  known  hardly  to 
amount  to  three  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
he  laboured  to  make  people  believe  that 
it  exceeded  as  n-  ..  nds.  For 

this  purpofe,  whatever  he  was  obliged  fo 
clo  out  of  frugality,  he  was  fure  to  put 
o*f  with  a  pretence  of  tafte,  and  always 
iHfguifsd  his  ceconomy  under  th 
of  iamion  and  the  nioJe.  For 
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when  lie  laid  down  his  coach,  he  boafted 
ever)'  where  how  much  better  it  was  to 
Jure  job-horfes,  as  occafion  required,  than 
to  run  the  hazard  of  accidents  by  keep- 
ing them ;  that  coachmen  were  fijch  vil- 
lainous rafcals,  it  was  impoflible  to  put 
any  confidence  in  them ;  that  going  into 
dirty  ftables  to  overlook  their  manage- 
ment, and  treading  up  to  one's  knees  in 
horfe-dung,  was  extremely  difagreeable 
to  people  of  fafhion  ;  and  therefore,  for 
liis  pait,  he  had  laid  down  his  coach  to 
avoid  the  trouble  and  anxiety  of  keeping 
horfes. 

When  his  country  neighbours  dined 
with  him,  whofe  ignorance  he  thought 
he  could  impofe  on,  he  would  give  them 
alder-wine,  and  fwear  it  was  hermitage, 
call  a  gammon  of  bacon  a  Baycnne  ham, 
and  put  off  the  commoneft  home  -  made 
cheefe  for  the  beft  Parmafan  that  ever 
came  into  England;  which,  he faid,  had, 
been  fent  him  as  a  prefent  by  a  young 
nobleman  of  his  acquaintance  then  en 
his  travels. 

About  once  In  three  years  he  brought 
his  wife  and  family  to  town,  which  ferved 
for  matter  of  converfation  to  them  dur- 
ing the  two  intermediate  years  that  were 
fpeat  in  the  country  5  and  they  looked 
forward  to  the  winter  of  pleafure  with 
as  much  rapture- and  expectation  as  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wl>  •  n,  and  fome  other 
chriftians,  do  to  their  millennium. 

During  the  time  of  his  refidence  in 
•London,  Sir  Thomas  eveiy  morning  at- 
tended the  levees  of  minifters,  to  beg  the 
reftitution  of  his  old  place,  or  an  appoint- 
ment to  a  new  one ;  which,  he  faid,  he 
would  receive  with  the  moft  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments, and  difcharge  in  any 
manner  they  fhould  pleafe  to  prefcribe. 
Yet  whether  it  was  that  his  majefty's  mi- 
nilters  were  infenfible  of  his  merits,  or 
could  find  no  place  fuited  to  his  abilities, 
the  unhappy  knight  profited  little  by  his 
court -attendance,  and  might  as  well  have 
Hived  himfejf  the  experice  of  a  triennial 
journey  to  London. 

But  though  thefe  expeditions  did  not 
incrcafe  his  fortune,  they  added  much  to 
his  vanity ;  and  he  returned  into  the 
country  new-laden  with  ftories  to  amule 
his  ignorant  neighbours.  He  talked  of 
his  old  friend,  my  good  lord,  with  the 
greateft  familiarity,  and  related  conver- 
fations  that  had  pafl'cd  at  the  Duke  of 
••  '•'  's  table,  with  as  inn'-h  circumftance 
and  particularity  as  if  he  had  been  pre- 
ftntarthem. 


The  !aft  article  of  vanity  we  (hall  men- 
tion, were  his  cloaths;  which  gives  the 
finishing  ftroke  to  his  character :  for  he 
chofe  ratherto  wear  the  rags  of  old  finery, 
which  had  be?n  made  up  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  than  to  lubmit  to  plain 
cloaths  of  a  modern  make  and  fafhion. 
He  fancied  the  poor  people  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood were  to  be  awed  with  the  fight 
of  tarnifhed  lace ;  and  wherever  lie  went, 
the  gold  -  fringe  fell  from  his  perfon  fo 
plentifully,  that  you  might  at  any  time 
trace  his  footfteps  by  the  relicks  of  finery 
which  he  left  behind  him. 

Lady  Frippery,  his  accomplished  fpoufe, 
did  not  fall  fliort  of  her  hufband  in  any 
of  thefe  perfections,  but  rather  improved 
them  with  new  graces  of  her  own  :  for 
having  been  Ibmething  of  a  beauty  in  her 
youth,  (he  (till  retained  all  the  fcorn- 
ful  airs,  and  languishing  difdain,  which 
(he  had  formerly  pracliied  to  her  dying 
lovers. 

They  had  one  only  daughter,  who 
having  been  educated  all  her  life  at  home 
under  her  parents,  was  now  become  a 
mafVer-piece  of  folly,  vanity,  and  im- 
pertinence. She  had  not  one  geiture  or 
motion  that  was  natural ;  her  mouth 
never  opened  without  fome  ridiculous 
grimace ;  her  voice  had  learnt  a  tone  and 
accent  foreign  to  itfelf ;  her  eyes  Iquinted 
with  endeavouring  to  look  alluring;  and 
all  her  limbs  were  diftorted  with  affecta- 
tion. Yet  (lie  fancied  herfelf  fo  well-bred, 
genteel,  and  engaging,  that  it  was  ini- 
porTiblfe  for  any  man  to  look  on  her  with- 
out admiration,  and  was  always  talking 
about  tafte  and  the  mode. 

It  happened  now  to  be  the  London- 
winter  with  this  amiable  family;  and 
they  were  croudcd  into  fcanty  lodgings 
on  a  milliner's  firft  floor,  confifting  only 
of  a  dining-room,  a  bed-chamber,  and 
a  clofut.  The  dining-room  was  fet  apart 
for  the  reception  of  company,  Sir  Tho- 
tnas  and  his  lady  took  pofieflion  of  the 
chamber,  and  Mifs  flept  in  a  little  tent- 
bed  occasionally  itutfed  into  the  clolet. 
Such  was  the  family  to  whom  our  hero 
was  now  to  be  introduced. 

There  is  nothing  more  droll  and  di- 
verting than  the  morning -drefies  of  peo- 
ple, who,  being  exceedingly  poor,  and 
yet  exceedingly  proud,  affect  to  make  a 
great  figure  with  a  very  little  fortune. 
The  expence  they  ure  at  abroad,  obliges 
them  to  double  their  frugality  at  home ; 
and  as  their  chief  happincis  coniifls  iu 
displaying  themichcs  to  the  eye  of  the 
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world,  Confequently  when  they  are  out 
of  it's  eye!)  nothing  is  too  dirty  or  too 
ragged  for  them  to  wear.  Now  as  no- 
body ever  had  the  vanity  of  appearance 
more  than  the  family  we  have  bee-n  dc- 
fcribing,  it  will  eaiily  be  believed  that  in 
their  own  private  apartments,  behind  the 
fcenes  of  the  world,  they  did  not  appear _ 
to  the  greateft  advantage.  And  indeed 
there  was  fomething  ib  iingularly  odd  in 
their  drefs  and  employments,  at  the 
moment  our  hero  was  prefented  to  them, 
that  we  cannot  help  endeavouring  to  let 
their  image  before  the  reader. 

Sir  Thomas  was  (having  himfelf  before 
a  looking-glafs  in  his  bed-chamber,  ha- 
bited in  the  rags  of  an  old  night  gown, 
which  about  thirty  years  before  had  been 
red  damafk.  All  his  face,  and  more  than 
half  his  head,  were  covered  with  foap- 
fuds ;  only  on  his  crown  hung  a  flimfy 
green  filk  night  -cap  made  in  the  mapeof 
a  fugar-loaf.  He  had  on  a  very  dirty 
nightr  fhirt,  richly  tinctured  with  perfpira- 
tion,  for  he  had  flept  in  it  a  fortnight^ 
and  over  this,  a  much  dirtier  ribbed  di- 
mitty  waiftcoat,  which  had  not  vifited 
the  wam-tub  for  a  whole  twelvemonth 
path  To  finiih  his  picture,  he  wore  on 
his  feet  a  pair  of  darned  blue  fattin  flip- 
pel's,  made  out  of  the  remnants  of  one  of 
his  wife's  old  petticoats. 

So  much  for  Sir  Thomas.  Clofe  by 
him  fat  his  lady  combing  her  hoary  locks 
before  the  fame  looking-glafs,  and  dreft 
in  a  fhort  bed-gown,  which  hardly  reach- 
ed down  to  her  middle.  A  night- mift, 
which  likewife  had  almoft1  forgot  the 
wafhing-tub,  (hrouded  the  hidden  beau- 
ties of  her  peribn.  She  was  without  ftays, 
without  a hooj-,  without  rufRes,  and  with- 
out any  linen  about  her  neck,  to  hide 
thofe  redundant  charms,  which  age  had 
a  little  embrowned. 

This  was  their  drefs  and  attitude,  when 
their  daughter  burft  into  the  room,  and 
earneftly  called  upon  them  to  admire  the 
beauties  of  a  lap-dog.     Her  Auiden  en- 
trance alarming  them  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  fome  mighty  matter,  Sir  Thomas, 
in  turning  haftily  round,  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  cut  himfelf  with  his  razor;  which 
putting  him  in  a  paflion,  when  he  came 
to  know  the  ridiculous  occalion  of  all  this 
hurry — •'   Pox  take  the  girl,'   cries  he ; 
get  away,  child,  and  don't  interrupt  me 
with  your  lap-dogs.     I  am  in  a  hurry 
here  to  go  to  court  this  morning,  and' 
you  take  up  my  time  with  filly  tit- 
tle-tat  tie  about  a  lap-dog.     Do  you 


'  fee  here,  foolifh  girl  ?  You  have  made 
'  me  cut  myielf  with  your  ridiculous 
'  nonieiife.  Get  away  I  tell  you  \  Wha"t 
'  a  figure  do  you  think  I  mail  make  at 
V  the  levees  with  fuch  a  fear  upon  my 
«  face?' 

*  Blei's  me,  papa '.'  cries  the  young 
lady,  '  I  proteft  I  am  vaftly  forry  for  your 
{  misfortune,  but  I'm  lure  you'll  forgive, 
'  if  you  will  but  look  on  this  delightful, 

*  heavenly  little  jewel  of  a  dog.' 

*  D — mn  your  little  jewel  of  a  dog,' 
replies  the  knight;  '  pr'ythee  (land  out 
1  of  my  way.    I  tell  you  I  am  in  a  hurry 
'  to  go  to  court,  and  therefore  pr'ythee 
'  don't  trouble  me  with  your  whelps  and 
'  your  puppyTdogs.' 

'  O  monltrous !  how  can  you  call  him 
'  fuch  cruel  names  ?'  cries  the  daughter. 
'  I  am  amazed  at  you,  papa,  fcr  your 
"  want  of  tafte."  How  can  any  living 
'  creature  be  ib  utterly  void  of  TASTE, 
'.  as  not  to  admire  fuch  a  beautiful  little 
'  monkey  ? — Do,  dear  mamma !  Isok  at 
'  him.  I  am  fure  you  muft  admire  him, 
'  though  papa  is  fo  (hamefully  blind, 
'  and  ib  utterly  void  of  all  manner  of 
'  tafte.' 

f  Why  fure,  my  dear,  you  are  mad  to- 
'  day,'  replied  the  mother;  '  one  would 
'  think  you  was  abfolutely  fuddled  this 
4  morning.  Tafte  indeed!  I  declare 
'  you  are  void  of  all  manner  of  under- 
'  Handing,  whatever  your  tafte  may  be, 
'  to  interrupt  us  thus,  when  you  fee 

*  we  are  both  in   a  hurry  to  be  dreft. 
'  Pr'ythee,  girl !   learn  a  little  decency 
'  and  good  manners,  before  you  pretend 

*  to  talk  of  tafte.' 

The  young  lady  being  reprimanded 
thus  C/B  both  fides,  began  to  lookextreme- 
ly  foolifh,  when  a  fervant  entered  to  in- 
form them  that  Mr.  Chace  was  in  the 
dining-room.  '  Ay,  ay,  go,'  cries  Sir 
Thomas,  '  go  and  entertain  him  with 
'  your  trille,  till  I  am  able  to  wait  on  him : 
'  tell  Mr.  Chace  I  happen  unfortunately 

*  to  be  dreffing,  but  I'll  be  with  him  in 

*  a  moment  of  time.' 

Mi  is  Frippery,  then,  muttering  fome 
little  (corn,  hurried  intu  the  next  room 
with  the  do£f  in  her  arms,  to  fee  if  fhe 
could  not  perfuade  her  lover,  (for  ib  he 
was)  to  dif;  over  more  tafte  than  her  pa- 
rents. And  here  indeed  (lie  had  better 
iiucefs;  for  this  gentleman,  who  was  a 
great  fportfman  and  fox-hunter,  was 
confequently  a  great  conpoiffeur  in  dogs ; 
he  was  likewife  what  is  called  *  a  very 
'  prettv  youne;  fellow  about  tcwn,'  and 
H  had 
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had  a  tafte  fo  exactly  correfpondent  with 
that  of  the  lady,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they 
agreed  in  the  fame  olije£ts  of  admiration. 
Here  follows  his  character. 

Mr.  Chace,  ufualiy  called  Jack  Chace 
among  his  intimates,  pofleffed  an  efets 
of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year;  which 
was  jutt  fufficient  to  furnilh  him  with  a 
variety  of  riding-frocks,  jockey-boots, 
Khevenhullar-hats,  and  coach-whips. 
His  great  ambition  was  to  be  deemed  a 
*  jemmy  fellow  j'  for  which  purpofe,  he 
appeared  always  in  the  morning  in  a 
Newmarket  frock,  decorated  with  a 
great  number  of  green,  red  or  blue  capes ; 
he  wore  a  fhoit  bob  wig,  neat  buck's-ikin 
breeches,  white  filk  ftockings,.  and  car- 
ried a  cane  fwitch  in  his  hand.  He  kept 
A  plweton  chaife,  and  four  '.bay  cattle  :* 
a  (table  of  hxmters,  and  a  pack  of  hounds 
in  the  country.  The  reputation  of  being 
a  coachman,  and  driving  a  fet  of  hories 
with  (kill,  or  in  his  own  phrafe, '  doing  his- 
'  bufmefs  clean,'  he  efteemed  the  greateft 
character  in  humanlife,  andthought  him- 
felf  feated  pn  the  very  pinnacle  of  glory, 
when  he  was  mounted  up  in  a  high  chaife 
at'  a  horfe-race.  Newmarket  had  not 
more  active  fpirit,  where  he  was  fre- 
quently his  own  jockey,  and  boafted  al- 
ways as  afingulav  accoraplifhment,  that 
he  did  not  ride  above  eight  ftone  and  a 
half.  Though  he  was  a  little  man,  and 
not  very  healthy  in  his  constitution,  he 
defired  to  be  thought  capable  of  the  great- 
eft  fatigue,  and  was  always  laying  wagers 
of  the  valt  journies  he  could  perform  in 
a  day.  He  h-r.d  likcwife  an  ambition  to 
be  efteemed  a  man  of  confummate  de- 
bauch, and  endeavoured  to  perluade  you, 
that  he  never  went  to  bed  without  firft 
drinking  three  or  four  bottles  of  claret, 
lying  with  as  many  wh — res,  and  knock- 
ing down  as  many  watchmen.  In  the 
mornings  he  attended  Air.  Broughten'y 
amphitheatres,  and  in  the  evenings,  (if 
he  was  ci/unk  in  time,  which  indeed  he 
feldom  failed  to  be)  he  came  behind  the 
fccnes  of  the  play-hou(e,  in  the  middle  of 
the  third  a£t,and  there  heroically  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  hiflTes  of  the  galleries. 
Whenever  he  met  you,  he  began  con- 
ftantly  with  describing  his  laft  night's  de- 
bauch, or  related  the  arrival  of  a  new 
wh — re  upon  the  town,  or  entertained  you 
with  the  exploits  of  his  bay  cattle:  and  if 
you  declined  converfmg  withhimonthefe 
three  illultrious  fubjects,  he  fwore  you 
was  a  fellow  of  no  foul  or  genius,  and 
cvu  aftei  wards  (hunned  your  company. 
HJ>  ing  a  hunting  feat  in  the  neighbour- 


hood  of  Sir  Thomas  Frippery,  he  oftejf 
vifited  in  the  family  ot  that  worthy 
knight,  and  at  laft  made  propofals  of  mar- 
riage to  the  young  lady ;  which  were  fa- 
vourably enough  received,  as  well  by  her 
as  her  parents;  who,  itmuft  be  confefled, 
had  a  very  laudabk  regard  for  Mr. 
Chace's  eftate. 

To  this  jemmy  young  gentleman,  who 
was  now  feated  in  Sir  Thomas's  dining- 
room,  Mils  Frippery  came  running  with 
the  dog  in  her  arms,  and  much  fparkling 
conversation  parted  between  them,  which 
perhaps  might  not  be  unentertaining,  if 
we  were  able  to  relate  it;  but  as'  it  turned 
wholly  upon  polite  tafte  in  drefs,  and  the 
mode,  we  confefs  ourfelves  unequal  to-  f* 
difficult  and  delicate  a  tafk* 


CHAP.    V. 

A  DESCRIPTION  OF  A  DRUM. 

WE  fliall  then  pafs over  this  convei»- 
fation  in  the  morning,  and  ano- 
ther of  equal  brilliancy  in  the  evening  at 
the  play  of '  Othellor  Whore  of  Venus,' 
being  in  hafte  to  dei'cribe  an  event,  which 
engrofied  the  attention  of  this  accom- 
plilhed  family  for  a  fortm'ght,  and  wa* 
matter  of  converfation  to  them  for  a  year 
afterwards. 

Lady  Frippery,  in  imitation  of  other 
ladies  of  rank  and  quality,  was  ambitious 
of  having  a  drum;  though  the  fmallnelk 
of  her  lodgings  might  well  have  excufed 
her  from  attempting  that  modifh  piece  of 
vanity. 

A- drum  is  at  prefent  the  higheft  obiecl 
of  female  vain-glovy ;  the  end  whereof  is 
to  aflemble  as  large  a  mob  of  quality  a«> 
can  poflibly  be  contained  in  one  houfe; 
and  great  are  the  honours  paid  to  th:tt 
lady  who  can  boaft  of  the  largeft  crowd . 
For  this  purpofe,  a  woman  of  luperior 
rank  calculates  how  many  people  all  the* 
rooms  in  her  houi'e  laid  open  can  polfiblr 
hold,  and  then  fends  about  two  months 
before  hand  among  the  people  one  knows, 
to  befpeak  i'uch  a  number  as  file  think* 
will  fill  them.  Hence greaterruilatiohsarif* 
among  them,  and  the  candidates  for  this 
honour  i'ue  as  eagerly  for  vifitors,  as  can- 
didates for  parliament  do  for  votes' at  ar> 
election:  for  as  it  fometimes  happens  that 
two  ladies  pitch  upon  the  fame  evening  for 
railing  a  not,  it  is  neceflfary  they  mould 
beat  up  in  time  for  volunteers ;  other- 
wife  they  may  chance  to  be  defrauded  of 
their  numbers,  and  one  of  uitui  lie  under 
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the  ignominy  of  collecting  a  mob  of  a 
hundred  only,  while  the  other  has  r.he  ho- 
nour of  affembling  a  well-drefi  rabble  of 
three  or  four  hundred;  which  of  courfe 
breaks  the  heart  of  that  unfortunate  lady, 
who  comes  off  with  this  immortal  dii- 
grace. 

Now  as  the  actions  of  people  of  quality 
are  lure  of  being  copied,  hence  it  comes 
to  pafs  that  ladies  of  inferior  rank,  reiblv- 
ing  to  be  in  fafhion,  take  upon  them 
likewiie  to  have  drums  in  imitation  of 
their  fuperiors :  only  there  is  this  differ- 
.ence  between  the  two  orders,  that  the 
higher  call  nothing  but  a  crowd  a  drum, 
whereas  the  lower  often  give  that  name 
to  the  commoneft  parties,  and  for  the 
lake  of  honour  call  an  ordinary  viiit  aa 
aflembly. 

This  was  the  cafe  with  Lady  Frippery ; 
her  acquaintance  in  town  was  very  iniall, 
and  it  feemed  improbable  that  flie  could 
affemble  above  a  dozen  people  at  moft; 
without  making  any  allowance  for  colds, 
head-achs,  vapours,  hyfterick  fits,  fevers 
upon  the  fpirits,  and  other  female  indif- 
poiitions ;  yet  ftill  me  reiblved  to  have  a 
drum,  and  the  young  lady  feconded  her 
mamma's  inclinations  fo  vehemently,  that 
Sir  Thomas  was  obliged  to  comply. 

From  the  moment  this  great  event  was 
refolved  on,  all  their  converfations  turned 
upon  it,  and  it  was  pleafant  to  hear  the 
fchemes  and  contrivances  they  had  about 
it.  Their  firft  and  principal  care  was  to 
fecure  Lady  Bab  Frightful,  the  chief  of 
Lady  Frippery's  acquaintance,  whole 
name  was  to  give  a  luftre  to  the  airembly. 
Now  Lady  Bab  being  one  of  the  quality, 
it  was  poflible  (lie  might  have  a  previous 
engagement,  unlefs  fhe  was  taken  in 
time ;  and  therefore  a  card  was  difpatched 
to  her  in  the  firft  place,  to  belpeak  her  for 
iuch  an  evening;  and  it  was  refolved, 
that  if  any  crols  accident  prevented  her 
coming,  new  meafures  mould  be  taken, 
and  the  drum  be  deferred  till  another 
night.  Lady  Bab  returned  for  anfwer, 
that  me  would  wait  on  Lady  Frippery, 
if  her  health  permitted.  This  dubious 
kind  of  meflage  puzzled  them  in  the 
ftrangeft  manner,  and  was  worie  than  a 
denial ;  for  without  Lady  Bab  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  proceed,  without  Lady  Bab 
the  affembly  would  make  no  figure;  and 
yet  they  were  obliged  to  run  the  hazard 
of  her  not,coming,  in  confequence  of  her 
anfwer.  Every  day,  therefore,  they  fent 
to  enquire  after  her  health,  and  their 
hopes  rofe  or  fell  according  to  the  word 


that  was  brought  them ;  till  on  the  Jay 
before  the  drum  was  to  be  held,  a  moll 
calamitous  piece  of  news  arrived,  that 
Lady  Bab  nvas  difabled  by  her  f urge  on, 
who  in  cutting  her  toe-nail,  had  made  an 
incifionin  herfldh;  yet  ftill  me  promifed 
to  be  with  them,  if  it  was  poj/iblefor  her 
to  bubble  abroad.  No  language  can  dc- 
fcribe  the  damp  whiclt  this  fatal  meflage 
ftruck  into  the  whole  family;  but  they 
were  obliged  to  1'ubmit  with  patience, 
and  as  a  glimpfe  of  hope  ftill  remained, 
they  had  nothing  left  but  to  put  up  their 
prayers  for  Lady  Bab's  recovery. 

At  length  the  important  evening  ar- 
rived, that  was  to  decide  all  their  expecta- 
tions and  fears.  Many  consultations 
had  been  held  everyday,  and  almoft every 
hour  of  the  day,  that  things  might  be 
perfect  and  in  order,  when  the  time  came: 
yet  notwithstanding  all  their  precautions, 
a  difpute  aroie  almoft  at  the  laft  moment, 
^whether  Lady  frippery  was  to  receive 
her  company  at  the  top  or  bottom  of  the 
Jlairs.  This  momentous  queftion  beglt 
a  warm  debate.  Her  ladyfhip  and  Mil's 
contended  refolutely  for  the  top  of  the 
ttairs,  Sir  Thomas  for  the  bottom,  and 
Mr;  Chace,  who  was  prefent,  obferved  a 
neutrality.  At  length,  after  a  long  al- 
tercation, the  knight  was  obliged  to  f  lib- 
mit  to  a  majority  of  voices  ;  though  not 
without  condemning  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter for  want  of  politenefs.  '  My  dear,* 
laid  he,  (taking  a  pinch  of  fi.uiff  with 
great  vehemence)  '  I  am  amazed  that 
'  you  can  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  foledi'm  in 
'  breeding:  it  lurprizes  me,  that  you  are 

*  not  ientible  of  the  impropriety  of  it. 
'  Will  it  not  mew  much  greater  refpecT: 
'  and  complaifance  to  meet  your  company 
'  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs,  than  to  ftund 
'  like  an  Indian  queen  receiving  horn  age 
'  at  the  top  of  them  ?' —  '  Yes,  my  dear-'* 
anfwered  her  ladyfhip ;  c  but  you  know 
'  my  territories  do  not  commence  till  the 
'  top  of  the  ftairs;  our  territories  do  not 
'  begin  below  ftairs  ;  and  it  would  be 

*  very  improper  for  me  to  go  out  of  my 
'  own  dominions.     Don't  you  (ee  that, 
'  my  dear?  I  am  iurprized  at  your  want 
4  of  comprehension  to-day,  Sir  Thomas.* 
— '  Well,  well,  I  have  given  it  up,'  an- 
fwered he;  '  have  your  own  way,  child  j 
c  have  your  own  way,  my  lady,  and  then 

*  you'll  be  pleafcd,  I  hope.     B\;t  I  am 
'  iure,  in  my  days,  people  would  have 

*  met  their  company  at  the  bottom  of  the 

*  iHirs.    When  I  and  Lord  Oxford  were 
'  iu  the  mimitry  together,  affairs  would 

H  a  «  hav« 
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pany  from  time  to  time,  that  me  was  ex* 
pe&ed,  by  making  the  fame  oblervation 
on  the  arrival  of  every  fielh  coach,  and 
ftill  perilling,  that  they  knew  her  foot- 
man's rap,  though  they  had  given  fo  many 
proofs  to  the  contrary.  At  length,  how- 
ever, Lady  Bab  Frightful  came  ;  and  it 
is  impomble,  to  exprefs  the  joy  th 
on  her  appearance;  which  revived  them 
on  a  fudden  from  the  depth  of  delpair  to 
the  highell  exaltation  of  happineis. 

Her  ladyfhip's  great-toe  engroficd  the 
converfation  for  the  tirft  hour,  whole  mif- 


'  have  been  veiy  different.     But  the  age 

*  has  loft  all  it's  civility,  and  people  are 

'  not  half  fo  well-bred  as  they  were  for- 

'   merly.' 

This  reflection  on  modern  times  piqued 

the  daughter's  vanity,  who  now  began  to 

play  her  part  in  the  debate.  '  Yes,  papa,' 

laid  me;  '  but  what  fignifies  what  people 

'  did  formerly  ?  That  is  nothing  at  all  to 

'  us  at  prefent,  you  know ;  for  to  be  Cure 

'  all  people  were  fools  formerly:  I  al- 

'  ways  think  people  were  fools  in  former 

'  days.     They  never  did  any  thing  as  „., 

'  we  do  now-a-days,   and  therefore  it     fortune  was  lamented  in  very  pathetick 

'  ftands  to  reafon  they  were  all  fools  and     terms  by  all  the  company,  and  many  wife 

reflections  were  made  upon  the  accident 
which  had  happened;  Ibme  condemning 
the  ignorance,  and  others  the  careleifneis 
of  the  furgeon,  who  had  been  guilty  of 
fuch  a  trefpafs  on  her  lady/hip's  fle/h. 
Some  advifed  her  to  be  very  careful  how 
me  walked  upon  it;  others  recommended 
a  larger  flioe  to  her  ladymip  ;  and  Lady 
Frippery,  in  particular,  continued  the 
whole  evening  to  proteft  the  vaft  obliga- 
tions me  had  to  her,  for  favouring  her  with 
her  company  under  fuch  an  affliction. 


idiots.     'Tis  very  manifeft  they  had  no 

*  breeding;  and  all  the  world  muft  allow, 

*  that  the  world  never  was  fo  wife,  and 
'  polite,  and  fenfible,  and  clever,  as  it  is 
'  at  this  moment;  and,  for  my  part,  I 
'  would  not  have  lived  in  former  days  for 
«  all   the  world.'—'  Pugh!'   faid   the 
knight,  interrupting  her, '  you  are  a  little 

*  illiterate  monkey ;  you  talk   without 
'  book,  child !  the  world  is  nothing  to 
'  what  it  was  in  my  days.  Every  thing  is 
'  altered  for  the  worfe.     The  women  are 
'  not  near  fohandfome.  None  of  you  are 
'  comparable  to  your  mothers.'—'  Nay, 

*  there,'  faid  Lady  Frippery,  interpofmg, 

*  there,  Sir  Thomas,    I  entirely  agree 
'  with  you.  There  you  have  my  confent, 
'  with  all  my  heart.    To  be  lure,  all  the 
'  celebrated  girls  about  town  arc  mere 
'  dowdies,  in  companion  of  their  mo- 
'  thers ;  and  if  there  could  be  a  refurrec- 
'  tion  of  beauties,  they  would  mine  only 

*  like  Briftol  ftones  in  the  company  of 
'  diamonds.'  — '  Blefs  me,   mamma!' 
cried  the  young  lady,  with  the  tears  (land- 
ing in  her  eyes,  *  how  can  you  talk  Ib  ? 

*  There  never  were  fo  many  fine  women 
'  in  the  whole  world,  as  there  are  now 

*  in  London ;  and  'tis  enough  to  make 
'  one  burft  out  a  cr,ring,  to  hear  you 

*  talk. — Come,  Mr.  Chace,  why  don't 
'  you  ftand  up  for  us  modern  beauties  ?' 

In  the  midft  of  this  converfation,  there 
was  a  violent  rap  at  the  ftreet-door ;  where- 
upon they  all  new  to  the  window,  cry- 
ing out  eagerly— '  There — there  is  Lady 
'  Bab  !  I  am  fure  'tis  Lady  Bab  ;  for  I 
'  know  her  footman's  rap.'  Yet,  in  fpite 
of  this  knowledge,  Lady  Bab  did  not  ar- 
rive according  to  their  hopes ;  and  it 
feemed  as  if  her  lady  (hip  had  laidafcheme 
to  keep  them  in  fufpenfe;  for  of  all  the 
people  who  compofcd  this  illuftrious  af- 
fembly,  Lady  Bab  came  the  laft.  They 
took  care,  however,  to  inform  the  com- 


But  had  I  an  hundred  hands,  and  as  many 
pens,  it  would  be  impofiibie  to  deicribe 
the  folly  of  that  night:  wherefore,becging 
the  reader  to  fupply  it  by  the  hel,>  of  his 
own  imagination,  I  proceed  toother  parts 
of  this  hiltory. 


CHAP.    VI. 

IN     WHICH     SEVERAL     THINGS     ARE 
TOUCHED  UPON. 


TXT^ 
»   * 


this  great  affair  was  over, 
the  marriage  came  next  upon  the 
carpet;  the  celebration  of  which  was  fixed 
for  Eafter  week ;  but  Mr.  Chace  recol- 
lecting in  time  that  it  would  interfere  with 
Newmarket  races,  procured  a  repi  i 
the  week  following.  At  his  return  from 
thofe  Olympick  games,  the  nuptials 
were  celebrated  before  a  general  aflembly 
of  their  relations,  and  the  happy  couple 
were  conducted  to  bed  in  publick,  with 
great demonllrations  of  joy.  The  bride- 
groom took  pofleflion  of  the  bride,  and 
Sir  Thomas  took  poflefiion  of  Mr. 
Chace's  eftate. 

When  they  had  (hewn  their  new  cloaths 
a  little  in  London,  they  let  out  in  a  body 
for  the  country ;  and  in'  a  fevtf  days  after- 
wards, the  lodgings  on  the  full  floor  were 
taken  by  a  lady  who  pafled  under  the 
fictitious 
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fictitious  name  of  Mrs.  Caryl .  The  hafty 
manner  in  which  fhe  mau  her  agreement, 
infilled  a  fufpicion  into  our  milling  from 
the  very  beginning;  and  many  circum- 
ftances  foon  concurred  to  perfuade  her, 
that  her  new  lodger  was  a  wife  eloped 
from  her  hufb-.ir:d.  For  befides  that  fhe 
•came  into  her  lodgings  T^te  in  the  even- 
ing, fhe  ieemed  to  affect  a  privacy  in  all 
her  actions,  which  plainly  evidenced,  that 
{he  was  afraid  of  fome  difcovery;  and 
this  increafed  our  milliner's  curioilty  in 
proportion  as  the  other  Ieemed  lefs  in- 
clined to  gratify  it.  But  an  event  foon 
happened  to  confirm  her  conjectures ;  for 
three  days  after  the  lady's  arrival,  a  chair 
ftopped  at  the  door  one  evening  near  ten 
o'clock,  from  whenre  alighted  a  well- 
dreft  man  about  forty  years  old,  who 
•wrapping  himielf  up  in  a  re~d  cloak,  pro- 
ceeded haftily  uo  ftairs,  as  if  defirous  to 
conceal  himfeif  from  obfervation.  This 
adventure  favoured  ib'  ftrongly  of  in- 
trigue, that  it  was  no-wonder  our  milliner 
contrived  to  meet  him  in  the  paflage,  to 
larisfy  her  ciiriofity  with  a  furvey  <jf  his 
features ;  for  people,  in  whom  that  paflion 
predominates,  often  find  the  greatdl  con- 
folation  from  knowing  the  fmalieir  trifles. 
Pompey  was  [till  more  inquimive  than 
his  miftreis,  and  took  courage  to  follow 
the  gentleman  into  the  dining-room,  with 
a.  defire,  I  fuppofe,  of  hearing  what 
pafled  in  fo  falhionable  an  interview. 

The  lady  rofe  from  her  chair  to  receive 
this  man  of  fafhion,  who  faluted  her  with 
great  complaifance,  and  hoped  fhe  was 
pleafed  wiih  her  new  apartments.  '  Yes^i 

*  my  lord,'  anfwered  fhe,  '  the  people-are 
'  civilized  people  enough,  and  I  believe 
'  have  no  fufpicion  about  me.     But  did 

*  they  fee  your  lordlhip  come  up  flairs  ?' 
•—  *  'Pon  my  honour,  Madam,'  faid  the 
peer,  '  I  can't  tell;  there  was  a  female 
'   figure  glided  by  me  in  the  paffage ;  but  • 
'  whether  the  creature  made  remarks  or 
'  not,  I  did  not  (lay  to  obferve.     Well, 
'  Madam,  I  hope  now  1  may  give  you 

*  joy  of  your  efcape,  and  I  dare  fay  you 
'  will  find  yourfclf  much  happier  than 

*  you  was  under  the  ill-ufage  of  a  tyrant 
'  you  defpifed.'    The  lady  then  related 
with  great  pleafantry,  the  manner  of  her 
efcape,  and  the  difficulties  that  attended 
the  execution  of  it;  after  which  fhe  con- 
cluded with  faying — '  I   wonder,  my 

*  lord,  what  my  hufband  is  now  thinking 
'  on?' — 'Thinking  on!'  anfwered  the 
peer;  '  that  he's  a  fool  and  a  blockhead, 

*  I  hope,  Madam,  and  defcves '  to  be 


'  hanged  for  abufmg  the  charms  of  fb 
'  divine  a  creature.     Good  God !  was  it 

*  poffible  for  him   to  harbour  an   iil- 

*  natured  thought,  while  he  had  the  plea- 
'  lure  of  looking  on  that  angelick  face  ?* 
— '  My  lord,'  laid  the  lady  ^  '  I  knowl^ 
'  have  taken  a  very  ill  ftep  in  the  eye  of 

*  the  world;  but  I  nave  too  much  fpirit 

*  to  hear  ill-ufage  with  patience;  and  let 
'  the  confeq1  ences  be  what  they  will,  I 
'  am  determined  to  fubmit  to  them,  ra- 
'  ther  than  be  a  Have  to  the  ill-humours  of 
'  a  man  I  defpifed,  hated,  and  detefted.' 
— '  Forbear,'  Madam,'  laid  his  lord(hip, 
'  to  think  of  him;  my  fortune,  my  in- 
'  tereft,  my  fword,  are  all  devoted  to 

*  your  ter- vice, and  I  am  ready  to  execute 
'  any  command   you  pleafe  to  impofe 

*  upon  me.  But  let  us  call  a  more  agree - 
4  able  tojiick  of  converlation.' 

Soon  after  this  a  light  but  elegant  fop- 
per  was  placed  upon  the  table,  and  the 
li:i  vants  were  ordered  to  retire;  for  there 
are  certain  feafbns  when  even  the  great 
defire  to  hanifh  oirentation.  The  abl'cnt 
hufband  furnifhed  them  with  much  raii- 
kty,  and  they  pictured  to  thcmfelves  con- 
tinually the  fill-prize  he  would  be  in  when 
firrLhe  difcovered  his  wile's  eloptment; 
nor  did  this  man  of  gallantry  and  falhioa 
hnifli  his  amorous  vifit  till  pail  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  As  he  was  going  dowu 
ftairs, he  found  himfelf  agiin  encountered 
by  the  barking  of  little  Ponipey,  whom 
he  lhat;.hed  up  in  his  arms,  and  getting 
haftily  into  the  chair,  that  waited  for  him 
at  the;  door,  carried  him  off  with  him  to 
his  own  houfe. 

This  accomplished  p'erfon  was  Lord 
Marmazet,  hufband  to  that  lady  who 
was  fo  familiar  and  intimate  with  the 
(harper  at  Bath.  He  was  a  man  of  con- 
fummate  intrigue,  a  rnoit  fortunate  ad- 
venturer with  the  fair-fex,  and  had  the 
reputation  of  uncommon  liiccefs  in  his 
amours.  What  made  this  liiccefs  the 
more  extraordinary  was,  that  in  perfonal 
charms  he  had  nothing  to  boaft  of :  na- 
ture had  given  him  neither  a  face  or  fi- 
gure to  ftrike  the  eyes  of  women ;  but 
thefe  deficiencies  were  abundantly  re- 
compenfed  by  a  molt  happy  turn  of  wit, 
a  very  firilliant  imagination,  and  exten- 
five  knowledge  of  the  world.  lie  had 
the  moft  infatuating  manner  of  addixfs, 
the  readied  flow  of  language,  and  a  cer- 
tain art  of  laughing  women  out  of  their 
virtue  which  few  could  imitate.  It  -was 
indeed  fcarce  poffible  to  withtiand  the 
allurements  of  his  converfation ;  and, 

what 
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what  is  odd  enough,  the  number  of  af- 
fairs he  had  been  concerned  in  were  ib 
far  from  frightening  ladies  from  his  ac 
quaintance,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
iufhionable  and  motiim  to  cultivate  an 
intimacy  with  him.  They  knew  the  dan- 
ger of  putting  themiclvcs  in  his  way,  and 
yetwere  ambitious  of  giving  him  oppor- 
tunities. 

The  lady  we  have  juil  now  feen  with 
him,  had  been  his  neighbour  in  the  coun- 
try j  a  very  handlbme  woman  under  the 
tyranny  cf  an  ill-natured  hufband.  This 
his  lorclfhip  knew ;  and  concluding  that 
her  uvernon  to  her  huiband  would  make 
her  an  eafv  prey  to  her  lover,  watched 
•every  opportunity  of  being  alone  with 
her.  In  thele  ftolen  interviews  he  em- 
ployed all  his  eloquence  to  feduce  her, 
and  won  mxm  her  fo  much  by  his  flat- 
tering reprefentation  of  thing'.,  that  at 
length  (he  courageoufly  eloped  from  her 
tyrant,  and,  put  herfell  into  private  lodg- 
ings under  the  protection  of  his  lordihip. 
The  reader  need  not 'be  told  that  this 
ended  in  the  utter  ruin  of  the  lady,  who 
finding  her  reputation  loft,  and  her  paf- 
fionate  lover  loon  growing  indifferent, 
to'jk  refuge  in  citron  waters,  and,  by  the 
help  of  thofe  cordial  lenitives  of  Ibrrow, 
ibon  bade  adieu  to  the  world  and  all  it's 


CHAP.    VII. 

MATRIMONIAL  AMUSEMENTS. 

WHEN  cur  hero  waked  the  next 
morning,  and  found  himfelf  in 
new  apartments,  the  nrft  thing  he  did 
was  to  piis  on  a  pair  of  velvet  breeches 
which  lay  in  a  chair  by  his  lordmip's 
bedfide;  after  which,  the  door  being  open, 
he  travelled  forth,  and  performed  a  much 
more  difreputable  aftion  on  a  rich  Tur- 
key carpet  in  my  lady's  dining-room. 
Having  thus  taken  pofleflion  of  his  nc\v 
houfe  by  thefe  two  a&s  of  ftijia,  he  re- 
turned to  the  bedfide,  and  rcpofed  him- 
felf. agr.in  to  ileep  till  his  lord  (hould  pleaie 
to  be  ftirring.  , 

About  ten  o'cleck  Lord  Marmazet 
raifed  himftlf  up  in  his  bed,  and  rang  his 
bell  for  fervants  to  alTift  him  in  the  fa- 
tigue of  putting  on  his  cloaths.  The 
valet  in  chief  immediately  attended,  un- 
drew the  curtains,  and  rafpeftfully  en- 
quired his  maftt  r's  pieafure.  In  ar.lWcr 
to  which  his  lord/hip  fignityiiig  that  he 


would  get  up,  Guillaume  folded  his  ftock- 
ings,  placed  his  Hirers  by  the  bed-fide, 
and  was  going  to  preftnt  him  with  his 
breeche*,  whenlo!  the  crime  ouv  hero 
had  been  guilty  of  (tared  him  full  in 
e,  and  gavefuch  an  air  of  furp.'ize 
to  his  features,  that  his  lordihK)  loiud 
not  help  aiding  what  was  the  matter. 
Guillaume  then  related  the  mii'demeanor, 
at  which  his  mailer  v>-as  fo  far  from  be- 
ing angry,  that  he  only  lau^ueJ.  at  the 
aftoniihmtat  of  his  valet,  ai-d  tailing  the 
dog  upon  the  bed,  cai  efled  him  wi , 
much  tenderneis  as  if  he  had  performed 
themoft  meritorious  a&ion  i.-.  the  world. 
Then  turning  again  to  his  lervant— 
1  What  'does  the  booby  flare  at,'  cru 
he,  '  with  fuch  amazement  ?  I  wifh  to  _ 
'  G— d  the  dog  had  pilled  in  thy  mouth. 
'  Pr'ythee  get  a  frelh  pair  of  breeches,  "~ 

'  t  me  rife — or  am  I  to  lie  a-bed 
*  till  midnight  ?* 

As  ibon  as  he  was  dreffed  in  his  morn- 
ing difhabille,  he  went  down  ftairs  to 
breakfaft ;  in  which  our  hero  bore  him 
company,  and  had  the  honour  of  eating 
roll  and  butter  in  great  magnificence. 
When  breakfaft  was  over,  he  recollected 
that  it  might  now  he  time  to  fend  up 
compliments  to  his  lady,  which  he  ge- 
ne; ally  performed  every  morning;  and     ^ 
imagining  that  me  would  not  be  dif- 
pleaiecl  with  the  prefent  of  fo  pretty 
dog — '  Here,  Guillaume,'  faid  he,  'tak 
this  little  dog,  and  cany  him  up  ftairs 
to  your  lady.     My  compliments,  and 
deiire  to  know  how  her  ladymip  does 
this  morning.     Tell  her  I  found  him 
• — r.ox  take  him,  I  don't  know  where 
I  tound  him !  but  he  is  a  pretty  little 
fellow,  and  I  am   lure   me  mult   be 
plealed  with  him.' 

Though  the  reader  muft  from  hence 
conclude  that  Lord  and  Lady  MaiTna^fet  "\- 
repofed  themielves  in  different  beds  at 
night,  he  will  not,  1  imagine,  be  fur- 
prized  at  fuch  a  circumstance  in  this  ac- 
compliflied  and  fafhionable  age.  Her 
lady  (hip  was  a  woman  of  great  wit,  plea- 
fure,  and  amour,  as  well  as  her  huibund, 
only  with  a  little  more  reierve  and  cau- 
tion, to  lave  appearances  with  the  world. 
Her  familiarity  with  a  (harper  at  Bath, 
may  have  already  given  the  reader  fome 
I  trh  of  her  character ;  and. for  the 
it  it  will  be  only  neceffary  to  in- 
';in  that  me  had  fpent  the  grcateil 
part  of  her  life  in  St.  James's  pnrim. 
Her  hi: (band  had  mnrried  her  without 
the  temptation,  of  lov*,  becaufe  ihe  was 

a  rick 
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a  rich  heirefs  to  a  noble  f;imily ;  and  fhe 
had  consented  to  the  match  with  an 
equal  indifference,  only  becaufe  it  pre- 
ferred her  rank,  and  ftationin  the  world. 
In  confequence,  they  foon  grew  totally 
unconcerned  about  each  other;  but  then, 
being  both  of  eafy  cftearful  tempers,  their 
indifference  did  not  four  into  hatred ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  made  it  a  topic  k  of 
wit,  when  they  met,  to  railly  one  another 
on  their  mutual  amours.  Thefe  meet- 
ings, indeed,  were  not  very  frequent, 
once  or  twice  a  week,  perhaps,  at  dinner, 
at  which  times  they  behaved  with  the 
Mtmoft  politenefs  and  complaifance ;  or, 
if  they  railiied,  it  was  done  with  fo  much 
gaiety  and  good-humour,  that  they  only 
parted  with  the  greater  fpirits  to  their 
evening  arnufements.  In  fliort,his  lord- 
fhip  purlued  his  pleafures  without  any 
domeftick  expoitulations;  and  her  lady- 
ftiip,  in  return,  was  permitted  to  live  in 
all  refpe£ls,  as  Juvenal  expreffes  it,  tan- 
quam  vicina  mariti,  more  like  her  huf- 
band's  neighbour  than  his  wife. 

Her  ladyfhip  was  now  juft  awake, 
and  taking  her  morning  tea  in  bed,  when 
Guillaumeafcended  the  ftairs, and  knock- 
ed at  her  chamber-door.  The  waiting- 
srentlewoman  being  ordered  out  to  fee 
•who  it  was,  returned  immediately  to  the 
bed-fide  with  a  dog  in  her  arms,  and 
delivered  the  meffage  that  accompanied 
him.  As  her  ladyfhiphad  never  in  her 
life  difcovered  any  fondnds  for  thefe 
four-footed  animals,  me  coiuS  not  con- 
ceive the  meaning  of  iuch  a  prefent,  and, 
with  fome  dilllain  in  her  countenance, 
ordered  the  fellow  to  carry  back  his  pup- 
pies again  to  his  mafter.  But  when  the 
lervant  was  gone  down  ftairs,  bethinkrhg 
herfelf  that  there  might  become  joke  in 
it  which  lhe  did  not  perceivqfcand  relblv- 
tng  not  to  be  out-done  by  her  hufband  in 
wit,  fhe  afked  her  maid  eagerly  if  there 
was  any  fuch  thing  as  a  cat  in  thehouie. 
'  A  cat,  my  lady!1  cries  die  waiting 
gentlewoman;  *  yes,  my  lady,  I  believe 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  to  be  found.'— 
Well,  then,'  faicl  her  ladylhip, '  go  and 
catch  it  dire&ly,  and  cany  it  with  my 
compliments  to  his  lordfhip.  Let  him 
know  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  him 
*  for  his  prefent,  and  have  fent  him  a  cat 
'  in  return  for  his  dog.' 

The  maid  fimpered  without  offering 
to  ftir,  as  not  indeed  conceiving  her  mif- 
trefs  to  be  in  earneft;  but  having  the 
orders  repeated  to  her,  fhe  fet  out  imme- 
diatejy  to  fulfil  them.  After  much 


laughter  below  ftairs  among  the  fervants, 
a  cat  at  length  was  catched,  and  the 
waiting-maid  wentwith  itin  her  arms  to 
his  lordfhip1  s  dreffing-room.  Having 
rapped  at  the  door,  and  being  ordered  to 
enter,  with  a  face  half  blufliing  and  half 
fmiling,  fhe  delivered  her  meifage  in  the 
following  terms.  '  My  lady  deiires  her 
'  compliments  to  your  lordfhip,  and  begs 
'  the  favour  of  you  to  accept  of  THIS 
'  in  return  for  your  dog."  After  which, 
dropping  the  grave  moufer  on  the  floor, 
fhe  was  preparing  to  run  away  with  all 
hafte,  being  ready  to  burit  with  laugh- 
'ter ;  but  his  lordfhip,  who  was  no  lefs 
diverted,  called  herback,and  having  en- 
tert?aned  hnnfelf  with  many  jckcs  on  the 
occaiion,  lent  her  up  ftairs  with  a  frefh 
meffage  to  her  miltrefs.  This  was  imme- 
diately returned  on  the  part  of  her  lady- 
fhip,  and  many  little  pieres  of  raillery 
were  carried  backwards  and  forwards, 
which  perhaps  might  not  be  nnentertain- 
ing;  but  as  we  are  fenfible  with  what 
contempt  thefe  little  incidents  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  reader,  if  he  happens  to  be 
a  judge,  a  politician,  or  an  alderman, 
we  mail  dwell  no  longer  on  them,  and 
here  put  an  end  to  the  chapter. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

DESCRIBINO     THE     MISERIES    OF    A 
GARRETEER  POET. 

NO  T  long  after  this,  as  Lord  M;ir- 
mazet  was  fitting  in  his   ftudy, 
reading  fome  papers  of  rtate,  vith  our 
hero  under  his  chair,  Guillaume  entered 
the  room,  and  informed  him  that  Mr. 
Rhymer  the  poet  was   below.     '  Curfa 
Mr.  Rhymer  the  poet,  and  you  too, 
for  an  egregious  blockhead!'  cries  his 
lordfhip.     Why  the  devil  did  you  let  the 
fellow  in  ?     Tell  him  his  la!t  political 
pamphlet  is' execrable  nonienfe,  and 
uni nldligihle  jargon,  and  I  am  not  at 
leil'ure  to  fee  him  this   morning.1— 
My  lord,'  replied  the  valet,  '  he  beg- 
ged me  to  prefent  his  humble  duty  to 
your  lordfhip,  and  to  inform  you,  that 
a  linall  gratuity  would  be  very  accep- 
table at  prefent;  for  it  feems  his  wife 
is  ready  to  lie-in,  and  he  fays  he  has 
not  fixpence  to  defray  the  expences  of 
her  groaning."' — *  How!'  cries  his  lord- 
fhip, '  has  that  fe  low  the  impudence  to 
beget  children?  The  dog  pretends  hc-.-j 
to  beftaivingj  andyethastheaflurance 

«  to 
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to  deal  In  procreation.  —  Pr'ythec, 
(.juilvi'  me,  what  fort  of  a  woman  is 
his  wife?  Have  you  ever  ften  her?' — 
Yes,  my  lord,'  anfwered  the  trufty 
valet,  '  I  have  had  the  honour  of  feeing 
the  lady  ;  but  I  am  afraid  me  would 
have  no  great  temptations  for  your 
loniihip;  for  the  poor  gentlewoman 
has  the  misfortune  to  fquint  a  little, 
which  does  not  give  a  very  bewitching 
air  to  her  countenance ;  belides  which, 
fhehas  the  accornpli/hment  of  red  hair 
into  the  bargain.' — '  Well, then,'  cries 
the  peer,  '  turn  the  hound  out  of  doors, 
and1  bid  him  go  to  the  devil.  Pox 
take  him  I  if  he  had  a  handibme  wife 
I  might  be  tempted  to  encourage  him  a 
litile ;  but  how  can  he  expect:  my  fa- 
vour without  d:jiug  any  thing  to  de- 
fcTve  it?' — '  Then  your  lordfhip  won't 
be  pleafed  to  fend  him  a  fmall  acknow- 
ledgment,' laid  the  valet  de  chambre. 
No,'  replied  the  peer ;  '  I  have  no  mo- 
ney to  riing  away  on  poets  and  hack- 
ney writers;  let  the  fellow  eat  his  own 
works,  if  he  is  hungry.— >Hokl! — 
itay! — I  have  thought  better  of  it — 
Here,  Guiiiauine,  take  this  little  dog, 
fmce  my  wife  won't  have  him,  and 
carry  him  to  the  poet,  My  fervice  to 
the  gentleman,  and  defire  him  to  keep 
him  formyfake.* 

Guiiiaume  was  a  man  of  fome  little 
humour,  which  had  promoted  him  to  the 
dignity  of  firft  pimp  in  ordinary  to  his 
lordfhip,  and  perceiving  that  his  ma£er 
had  a  mind  to  divert  himfelf  this  morn- 
i.'ig  with  the  mifl-nes  of  an  unhappy  poet, 
he  refolved  that  the  joke  mould  not  be 
Jolt  in  paffing  through  his  hands.  Tak- 
ing the  dog  therefore  from  his  lordfhip, 
he  made  halte  down  flairs,  and  accofted 
the  expecting  bard  in  the  following  man- 
ner.    '  Sir,  his  lordlhip  is  very   bufy 
this  morning,  and  not  at  leifnre  to  fee 
you  ;  but  he  (peaks  very  kindly  of  you, 
and  begs  you  would  do  him  the  favour 
to  accept  of  this  beautiful  little  Bo- 
logna hp-dog.' — '  Accept  of  a  lap- 
i  the  poet  with  aitonifhment ; 
bid's  me !  what  is  the  matter  ?    Surely 
there  mull  be  fome  miltake,Mr.  Guii- 
iaume !  for  I  cannot  readily  conceive 
of  what  ufe  a  Bologna  lap-dog  can  be 
to  me.'—'  Sir,'  replied  the  valet  de 
chambre,    '  you  may   depend  upon    it 
his  lordfhip  had  fome  reafon  for  mak- 
ing you  tlusprd?nt,  which  it  does  not 
become  us  to  guds  at.' — '  No,'  faid 
.x\i,  '  I  would  not  preilune  to  dive 


into  his  lordfhip1  s  councils ;  but  really 
now,  Mr.  Guiiiaume,  a  few- guineas 
in  prefent  cafh  would  be  tather  more 
lerviceable  than  this  Bologna  lap-dog, 
and  more  comfortable  to  my  poorwife 
and  children.'—'  Sir,'  laid  the  valet, 
y«u  muft  not  diftruil  his  lordfhip's 
generofity;  great  fraiefmen,Mr.Rhym- 
er,  always  do  tilings  in  a  different 
manner  from  the  relt  of  the  world; 
there  is  ufually  lomething  a  little  my- 
fterious  in  their  cond.ct:  but  allure 
yourfdf,  Sir",  this  dog  will:  be  the  fore- 
runner of  a  handibme  annuity,  and  it 
would  be  the  greatelt  affront  imagina- 
ble not  to  receive  him.  You  mult  ne- 
ver refufe  any  thing  which  the  great 
efteem  a  favour,  Mr-.  Rhymer,  on  any 
account;  even  though  it  mould  involve 
you  and  your  family  in  everlalting 
ruin.  His  lordlhip  defired  that  you 
would  keep  the  dog  for  his  fake,  Sir; 
and  therefore  you  may  be  lure  he  has 
a  particular  regard  for  you,  when  he 
fends  you  fuch  a  memorial  of  his  af- 
fection.' 

The  unhappy  poet,  finding  he  could 
extort  nothing  from  the  unfeeling  hands 
of  his  patron,  was  obliged  to  retire  with 
the  dog  under  his  arms,  and  climbed  up 
in  a  difconfolate  mood  to  his  garret, 
where  he  found  his  wife  cooking  the 
fcrag  end  of  a  neck  of  mutton  for.dinner. 
The  manfions  of  this  fon  of  Apollo 
were  veiy  contracted,  and  one  would 
have  thought  it  impoflible  for  one  fingle 
room  to  have  ferved  Ib  many  domeftick 
purpofes ;  but  good  houiewifery  finds  no 
difficulties,  and  penury  has  a  thoufand 
inventions  which  are  unknown  to  eafe 
and  wealth.  In  one  corner  of  thefe 
poetical  apartments  flood  a  flock-bed, 
and  underneath  it  a  green  Jordan  pre- 
fented  iti'elf  to  the  eye,  which  had  col- 
lecled  the  nofturnal  urine  of  the  whole 
family,  confifting  of  Mr.  Rhymer,  his 
wife,  and  two  daughters.  Three  rot  ten 
chairs  and  a  half  feemed  to  Hand  like 
traps  in  various  parts  of  the  i 
threatening  downfals  to  unwary 
gcr.i ;  and  one  folitary  table  in  the  mid- 
die  of  this  aerial  garret,  Ihrved  to  hold  the 
different  treafures  of  the  whole  family. 
There  were  now  lying  upon  it  the  firlt 
aft  of  a  comedy,  a  pair  of  yellow  (tays> 
two  political  pamphlets,  a  plate  of  bread 
and  butter,  three  dirty  night-caps,  anal 
a  volume  of  mifceilany  poems.  The 
1  .dv  of  the  houfe  was  drowning  a 
of  mutton,  as  we  bcfcre  obferved,  y> 

meagre 
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yneagre  foup*  and  the  t-vo  daughters  fat 
in  the  window  mending  their  father's 
brown  tlockings  with  blue  worfted. 
Such  were  the  manfions  of  Mr.  Rhymer 
the  poet,  which  I  heartily  re  ommend  to 
the  repeated  peruiM  of  thole  unhappy 
gentlemen  who  feel  in  themfelves  agrow^ 
ins;  inclination  to  that  mifchievous,  dam- 
nable, and  deftruftive  fcience. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Rhymer  entered  the 
chamber,  his  wife  deferted  her  cookery 
to  enquire  the  fucceis  of  his  viiit,  on 
which  the  comforts  of  her  lying-in  fo 
much  depended  ;  and  feeing  a  dog  un- 
der her  hiiiband's  arm — '  Blefs  me,  my 
dear!'  laid   (he,  «  why  do  you  bring 
home  that  filthy  creature  to  eat  up  our 
victuals?      Thank  heaven,  we   have 
got  more  mouths  already  than  we  can 
fatisfy,  and  I  am  fine  we  want  no  ad- 
dition to  our  family.' — '  Why,  my 
dear,"  anfwered  the  poet,  '  his  lordfhip 
did  me  the  favour  to  prefent  me  this 
morning  with  this  beautiful  little  Bo- 
logna lap-dog.' — '  Prefent  you  with  a 
lap-dog!'  cried  the  wife,  interrupting 
u'm,   '  what  is  it  you  mean,  Mr.  Rhy- 
mer?— But,  however,  I  am  glad  his 
lordfhip  was  in  fo  bountiful  a  humour, 
for  I  aVn  fure  then  he  has  given  you  a 
purfe  of  guineas  to  maintain  the  dog. 
Well,  I  vow  it  was  a  very    genteel 
way  of  making  a  prefent,  and  I  fhall 
love   the  little  fool   for   his   matter's 
fake.     Great  men  do  things  with  fo 
much  addrefs  always,  that  one  istranf- 
poited  as  nvich  with  their  politenefs 
as  their  generofity.'  Here  the  unhappy 
bard   (hook  his  head,  and   foon  unde- 
ceived his  wife,  by  informing  her  of  all 
that  had  pafled  in  his   morning's  vifit. 
How!'  faid  Hie,  '  no  money  with  the 
dog?  Mr.  Rhymer,  I  am  amazed  that 
you  will  fubmit  to  fuch  ufage.    Don't 
you  fee  that  they  make  a  fool,  and  an 
al's,  and  a   laughing-ftock,  of  you  ? 
I'll  have  his  brains  daflied  outthis  mo- 
ment!    Mr.  Rhymer,  if  you  had  kept 
on  your  tallow-chandler's  (hop,  I  and 
mine  mould  have  had  wherewithal  to 
live;  but  you  muft  court  the  draggle- 
tail  mufes  forfooth,  and  a  fine  provi- 
fion  they  have  made  for  you! — Here  I 
expect  to  be  brought  to-bed  every  day, 
and  you  have  not  money  to  buy  pap 
-and  caudle.— O  curfe  your  lords  and 
your  political  pamphlets !  I  am  fure  I 
have  reafon  to  repent  the  day  that  ever 
I  married  a  poet.'—'  Madam,'  laid 


Rhymer,  exafperated  at  his  wife's  con- 
verfation,  '  you  ought  rather  to  bids  the. 
'  day  that  married  you  to  a  gentleman 
'  whole  IbuK-defpifes  mechanical  trades,? 
'  and  is  devoted  to  the  nobleft  fcience  in 
'  the  univerfe.  Poetry,  Madam,  like 
'  virtue,  is  it's  own  reward :  but  you 
'  have  a  vulgar  notion  of  tilings,"  you 

*  have  an  illiberal  attachment  to  money; 

*  and  had  rather  be  frying  greaie  in  a 

*  tallow-chandler's    mop,    than    liften- 

*  ing  to  the  divine  rhaplbdies  of  the  He- 
'  li<-onian  maids.     'Tis  true,  Madam, 

*  his  lordihip  has  not  re:ompenled  my 

*  labours  according  to  expectation  this 
'  morning:  but  what  of  that?  he  bid  me 

*  proceed   in  the  execution  of  my  de- 
'  iign;   and  undo"btedly  means  to  re- 
'  ward  me.     Lords  are  often  deftitute  of 

*  cafh  as  well  as  poets;  and  perhaps  I 
'  came  upon  him  a  little  unfeafonably, 
'  when  his  coffers  were  empty :  but  I 
'  aufpicate  great  things  from  his  prefent 
'  ofadog — A  dog,  Madam,  istheem- 

*  blem  of  fidelity/ — '  The  emblem  of  a 
'  fiddfc-ftickr  cried  his  wife,  interrupt- 
ing him;    '  I  tell  you,  Mr.   Rhymer, 
4  you  are  a  fool,  and  have  ruined  your 
'  family  by  your  fenfelefs  whims  and 

*  projects.    A  gentleman,  q- otha  !  Yes, 

*  forfcoth,  a  very  fine  gentleman  truly, 
'  that  has  hardly  a  ihirt  to  his  back,  or 
'  a  pair  of  (hoes  to  his  feet.     Look  at 
'  your  daughters  thera  in  the  window, 
'  and  fee   whether  they  appear  like   a 

*  gentleman's  daughters ;  and,   for  my 
'  part,  I  have   not   an  under-petticoat 
'  that  I  can  wear.     You  have  had  three 
'  plays  damned,  Mr.  Rhymer;  and  one 
'  would  think  that  might  have  tavght 
1  you  a  little  prudence :  but,  deuce  fetch 

*  me,  if  you  fhall  write  any  more !  for 
'  I'll  burn  all  this  nonfenfe  that  lies  upon 

*  the  table.'     So  faying,  (lie  flew  like  a 
Bacchanal  fury  at  his  works,  and  with 
favage  hands  was  going  to  commit  them 
to  the  flames,  had  (lie  not  been  inter- 
rupted by  her  hv.fband's  voice,  crying 
out  with  impatience — '  See,  fee,  fee,  my 
'  dear !  the  pot  boils  over,  and  the  broth 
'  is  all  running  away   into  the   fire  !' 
This  luckily  put  an  end  to  their  alterca- 
tion,  and  poftponed  thefacrifice  that  was 
going  to  be  made ;  they  then  fat  down 
to  dinner  without  a  table-cloth,  and  made 
a  wretched  meal,  envying  one  another 
every  morfel    that    efcaped  their  own 
mouths.     And  'tis  highly  probable  poor 
Pompey  would  focn  have  fallen  a  facri- 
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f.ce  to  hunger,  and  been  ferved  up  at  Mr. 
Rhymer's  poetical  table,  had  not  an  acci- 
dent luckily  happened,  to  relieve  him 
^rom  this  fcene  of  mifery,  fquallidnt-fs, 
and  poefy.  . 


CHAP.    IX. 

A  POETICAL  FEAST,  AND  SQUABBLE 
OF  AUTHORS. 

AFTER  dinnerw3sover,Mr.Rhym- 
er  fat  himfelf  down  to  an  epic 
poem,  which  was  then  on  the  anvil ;  and 
his  head  not  being  clouded  with  any  fumes 
of  indigeftion,  lie  worked  at  it  very  la- 
boriouily  till  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  Then  he  took  his  hat,  and 
went  out  to  meet  a  club  of  authors,  who 
aflembled  eveiy  Monday  night  at  a  lit- 
tle dirty  dog-hole  of  a  tavern  i,i  Shire 
Lane,  to  eat  tripe,  drink  porter,  andpafs 
their  judgments  on  the  books'  of  the 
preceding  week.  Pompey  waited  on  his 
mailer ;  for  as  Mrs.  Rhymer  had  refo- 
lutely  vowed  his  deftrucTJon,  the  £ood- 
natured  bard  did  not  chufe  to  leave  him 
at  her  mercy. 

On  their  arrival  in  the  club-room, 
they  found  there  aflembled  a  free-think- 
ing writer  of  moral  effays,  a  no-thinking 
fcribbler  of  magazines,  a  Scotch  tran- 
flator  of  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  a  Grub 
Street  bookfeller,and  aFlectparfon.Thefe 
worthy  gentlemen  immediately  furround  - 
edMr.  Rhymer  with  great  vociferation, 
and  began  to  curfe  him  for  ftaying  Ib 
long,  declaring  it  would  be  entirely  his 
fault  if  the  tripe  was  fpoiled,  which  they 
veiy  much  feared.  To  prevent  which, 
however,  they  no\v  ordered  it  to  be  ferved 
up  with  all  poflihle  expedition,  and  on 
it's  appearance  fell  to  work  with  the 
quicken  difpatch.  Thcr  reader  will  be- 
lieve that  little  or  no  converfation  pafled 
among  them  at  iible,  their  mouths  be- 
ing much  too  bnfdy  employed  to  h.ive 
any  leilure  for  dii'courfe  ;  but  when  the 
tripe  was  quite  confumed,  and  innume- 
rable flices  oftoafted  cheefe  at  the  end  of 
it,  they  then  began  to  exercife  their 
tongues  as  readily  as  they  had  before 
done  their  teeth. 

By  odd  luck,  every  one  of  thefe  great 
advancers  of  modern  literature  happened 
to  have  a  dog  attending  him ;  and  as  the 
gentlemen  drew  round  the  fire  after  fup- 
jjer  in  a.  ring,  the;  dogs  likewife  made  an 
interior  lcmicircle>  lilting  between  the 


legs  of  their  refpeclive  matters.     Tin's 
could  not  el'cape  the  obfervation  of  tl»e 
company,  and  many  trite  reflections  be- 
gan to  be  made  on  their  fidelity,  their  at- 
tachment to  man,  and  above  all,  on  th* 
felicity  of  their  condition  j  for  adog  deep- 
ing before  a  fire,  is  by  all  people  dteemed 
an  emblem  of  compleat  happinefs.    At 
length  they  ftruck  into  a  higher  tonverfa- 
tion.  'Gentlemen !'  fays  the  free- thinker, 
I  mould  be  glad  to  hear  your  fentiments 
concerning  reafen  and  inftinft.  I  have 
a  curious  treatife  now  by  me,  which 
I  delign  very  foon  to  aftonifh  the  world 
with.     'Tis  upon  a  fubjecl  perfectly 
new,  and  thole  dogs  there  put  me  in 
the  head  of  it.  The  clergy  I  know  will 
be  up  in  arms  againftme,  but  no  mat- 
ter; I'll  publifh  my  opinions  in  fpite  of 
a,l  the  priefts  in  Europe.' 
Here  the  Fleet  parlbn,  thinking  him- 
felf concerned,  took  his  pipe  from  his 
mouth  with  great  deliberation,  and  faid-— 
'  I  don't  know  what  your  opinions  may 
'  be,  but  I  hope  you  don't  delign  to  pub- 
'  lifti  any  thing  to  the  disadvantage  of 
'  that  facred  order  to  which  I  -belong:  if 
'  you  do,  Sir,  I  believe  you  will  find  pens 
'  enough  ready  to  anfwer  you.' 

'  Yes,  Sir,  no  doubt  I  (hall,'  replied 
thefree-thinker; '  and  who  cares  for  that  ? 
'  Perhaps  you,  Sir,  may  do  me  the  ho- 

*  nour  to  be  my  antagonift :  but  I  defy 
'  you  all ;  I  defy  the  whole  body  of  the 
'  priefthood.  Sir,  I  love  to  advance  apa- 
'  radox ;  I  love  a  paradox  at  my  heart, 
'  Sir;  and  I'll — I'll  fliew  you  fome  fport 

*  veyy  fliortly.' 

*  What  do  you  mean  by  fport,  Sir  ?' 
Cries  the  doctor.     «  If  you  write  a&  you 
'  talk,  I  hope  you'll  be  iet  in  the  pillory 
'  for  your  fport.* 

*  You  are  bloody  complaifant,  Sir,' 
returned  the  free-thinker ;  '  but  I'd  have 
'  you  to  know  we  are  not  come  to  fuch 
'  a  pafs  yet  in  this  country,  as  to  perfe- 

*  cute  people  for  learchiug  after  truth. 

*  You  pried*,  I  know,  would  be  glad  to 
c  keep  us  all  in  ignorance;  but  die  age. 
'  won't    be    priclt- ridden    any    longer. 
'  There  is  a  noble  fpirit  and  freedom  of 

*  enquiry  now  fubniHng  in  the  nation  j 
'  people  arc  determined  to  cauvafs  thing* 

*  freely,  and  go  to  the  bottom  of  all  fub- 
'  jefts,  without  regarding  bale  prejudices 
'  of  education.  The  /hops  abound  with  a 
'  number  of  fine  treatifes  written  every 

*  day  againft  religion,  to  the  honour  and 

*  glory  of  the  nation.' 

'  To  it's  fliaine  and  damnation  rather,' 

cri<;s 
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cries  the  Fleet  parfon.  '  But  what  is  your 
'  paradox.  Sir  ?' 

'  Why  this  is  iny  paradox,  Sir/  re- 
plied the  free-thinker:  '  I  undertake  to 
'  prove  that  brutes  think,  and  have  in- 

*  telleclual    faculties.      That    perhaps 
'  you'll  fay  is  no  novelty,  becaufe  many 

*  others  have  aiferted  the  fame  thing  be- 
'  fore  me :  but  I  go  farther,  Sir ;  and 
'  maintain  that  they  are  reaibnable  crea- 
*.  tures,  and  moral  agents.' 

'  And  I  will  main  tain  that  they  are  mere 
'  machines,'  cries  the  parfon,  '  againft 

*  you,  and  all  the  atheills  in  the  world. 
'  Sir,  you  may  be  afnamed  to  proftitute 
'  the  noble  faculty  of  reaibn  to  the  bealb 

*  of  the  field.1 

4  Don't  tell  me  of  reafon,'  faid  the  free- 
thinker j  '  I  don't  care  one  halfpenny  for 
'  reafon.  What  is  reaibn,  Sir?' 

*  What  is  reaibn,  Sir?'  relumed  the 
doctor;  '  why  reafon,  Sir,  is  a  moil  noble 
'  faculty  of  the  fo'il,  the  nobleft  of  all 

*  the  faculties,    ItdifcernsandabftracTis, 
'  and  compares  and  compounds,  and  all 
'  that.' 

'  And  roads  eggs  too,  does  it  not? 
f  you  forget  one  of  it's  noble  faculties,* 
cries  the  ot'.ier :  '  but  I  will  maintain 
'  that  brutes  are  capable  of  reafon,  and 
1  they  have  given  manifeft  proofs  of  it, 
1  Did  you  never  hear  of  Mr.  Locke's 
'  parrot,  Sir,  that  held  a  veiy  rational 
'  converfation  with  Prince  Maurice  for 
'  half  an  hour  together  ?  What  fay  you 

*  to  that,  Sir  ?' 

'  By  my  faith,  gentlemen,'  faid  the 
Scotch  translator,  interrupting  them, 
'  upon  sny  word  you  are  got  here  into  a 

*  very  deep  myiterious  question,  which  I 
4  do  not  very  well  understand  what  to 

*  make  of;  but  by  my  faith  I  have  always 

*  thought  brutes  to  have  fomething  par- 
'  ticular  in  their  intellecluahfaculties  of 
'  their  fouls,  ever  inice  I  read  what  d'ye- 

*  call  um  there— The  Roman  hiiiorian; 
'  for  why  ?  you  know  he  tells  us  how 

*  the  geefe  discovered  to  the  Romans  that 

*  the  Gauls  were  coming  to  plunder  the 
'  Capitol.     Now  by  my  faul,  they  muil 
'  have  been  a  d— mn\i  fenfible  flock  of 

*  geefe,  and  veiy  great  lovers  of  their 

*  country  too,  which  let  me  tell  you  is 
'  the  greateft  virtue  under  heaven.    Be- 
'  fides,  doth  not  Homer  teach  us,  that 
'  Ulyfles's  dog  Argus  knew  his  old  ma- 

*  fter  at  his  return  home,  after  he  had 

*  been  abfent  ten  or  twelve  years  at  the 
'  iiege  of  Troy  ?  Now,  by  Jove,  he  was  a 


*  plaguy  cunning   dog,  and  had  a  de- 

*  viliih  good  memory,  otherwife  he  could 
'  not  have  remembered  his  old  chrony  io 
f  long.' 

Before  the  Scotchman  had  finiflied  his 
fpeech,  the  two  otber  difputants,  whofe 
fpirits  were  kindled  with  controverfy,  re- 
fumed  their  argument,  and  fell  xipon  one 
another  again  with  fo  miv :himpetuofity, 
that  no  voices  could  be  heard  but  their 
own.  The  fcene  which  now enfued  con- 
fifted  chiefly  of  noiferaid  fcolding,  equal 
to  any  thing  that  pafics  among  the  ora- 
tors at  Robin  Hood's  ale-houle.  In  fhort» 
there  was  not  a  fcurrilous  term  in  the 
Englifh  language,  which  was  not  vented 
on  this  occasion ;  till  at  length,  the  Fleet 
parfon,  heated  with  rage  and  beer,  flung 
his  pipe  at  his  antagoniit,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  blows,  had  he  not  been  re- 
ftrained  by  the  i  eit  of  the  company.  The 
feftivity  of  the  evening  being  by  this 
means  destroyed,  the  club  foon  afterwards 
broke  up,  and  the  feveral  members  of  it 
retired  to  their  feveral  g:irrets. 

As  Mr.  Rhymer  was  walking  home  in 
a  penfive  iblitary  rribod,  wrapped  up  in 
contemplation  on  the  ftars  of  heaven,  and 
perhaps  forgettingfor  afewmomentsthat 
he  had  but  three-pence  halfpenny  in  his 
pocket,  two  young  gentlemen  of  the  town, 
who  were  upon  the  hunt  alter  amorous 
game,  followed  clofe  at  his  heels.  They 
quickly  fmoaked  him  for-  a  queer  fifh,  as 
the  phrale  is,  and  began  to  hope  for  fume 
diverfion  at  his  exper.ce.  Thv  moon  now 
fhone  very  bright;  and  Mr.  Rhymer, 
whofe  eyes  were  fixed  with  rapture  on 
that  glorious  luininary,  began  to  apoflro- 
phize  her  in  forne  poetical  fhains  from 
Milton,which  he  repeated  with  great  em» 
phafisaloud.  In  themiditof  <his,  the  two 
gentlemen  broke  out  into  a  p.  ofufe  fit  of 
laughter,  at  which  the  ban!  tu.:ied  round 
in  lurprize;  but  foon  recovering  himfelf, 
he  caft  a  moil  contemptuous  look  at  them 
for  their  ignorance  and  wruit  of  tafte. 
However,  as  the  chain  of  ideas  in  his  mind 
was  by  this  means  disturbed,  he  thought 
it  moft  advifea'nle  to  make  the  belt  cf 
his  way  home,  and  for  that  purpoie  called 
Pompey  to  follow  him.  Pompey  indeed 
made  many  effort?,  and  feemed  deiiroi.s 
to  obey;  but  in  vain  the  poet  called,  in 
vain  the  dog  endeavoured  to  follow ;  and 
it  was  a  long  while  before  Mr.  Rhymer, 
whofe  thoughts  \\^re  a  little  muddled 
with  contemplation  and  porter,  found  out 
(hat  the  two  gentlemen  had  tied  a  hand- 
i  a  kerchief 
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kerchief  round  his  neck.  He  then  flop- 
ped to  demand  his  property,  but  finding 
nimfelf  pretty  roughly  handled,  he'be- 
gan  to  think  his  own  perfon  in  danger. 
Taking  to  his  heels  therefore,  he  ran 
away  with  the  urmolt  preci  itation,  and 
left  his  dog  behind  him ;  who  on  his  part 
was  not  at  all  forry  to  be  delivered  from 
fuch  a  matter. 


CHAP.     X. 

OUR    HERO    GOES  TO   THE   UNIVER- 
SITY OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

FROM  the  flreet,  where  this  fray 
happened,  our  hero  was  introduced 
to  a  bagnio,  where  the  two  young  gentle- 
men, hrs  new  mailers,  fpcnt  their  night 
in  the  delights  of  love;  and  the  next 
morning  he  let  out  with  one  of  them  for 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

The  yo  ng  Cantab,  who  now  took 
pouefTion  of  him,  had  i  ome  vp  to  London 
upon  a  fcheme,  as  it  is  called,  to  treat 
himfelf  with  a  malquerade  and  other  di- 
verlions  of-  the  town :  for  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  a  lively,  enterprizing  temper, 
he  could  not  brook  the  dull  i  eftraints  of 
a  collegiate  life,  and  fei.lom  refided  there 
above  three  or  four  days  at  a  time. 

He  had  receix'ed  the  firft  part  of  his 
education  at  Weftmi niter  fchool,  where 
he  had  acquired  what  is  ufually  called 
'  a  very  pretty  knowledge  of  the  town  ;' 
that  is  to  fay,  had  been  intiod..ced,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen,  into  the  moft  noted  bag- 
nios, was  acquainted  with  the  moft  cele- 
brated women  of  plcafure,  and  could 
drink  his  two  bottles  of  claret  in  an  even- 
ing, without  being  greatly  difordered  in 
his  underftanding.  At  }he  age  of  i'even- 
teen,  it  was  iudgcd  proper  for  him,  merely 
out  of  falhion,  and  to  be  like  other  yo  ng 
gentlemen  of  his  acquaintance,  to  take 
lodgings  at  an  univerfity;  whither  he  went 
with  a  nearly  contempt  of  the  place,  and 
a.  determined  refolntion  never  to  receive 
any  profit  from  it. 

He  had  been  admitted  under  a  tutor, 
who  kntw  no  more  of  the  world  than  if 
be  had  been  bred  up  in  a  foreft,  and  whofe 
four  pcdantirk  genius  was  ill  qualified  to 
cope  with  the  vivacity  and  fpirit  of  a 
young  gentleman,  warm  in  the  .>•>  rfuit  of 
p.leafure,  and  one  who  requir  d  much  ad- 
drefs,  and  very  artful  management,  to 
make  any  kind  of  reltraint  palatable  and 
ealy  to  him. 


He  had  been  admitted  in  the  rank  of 
a  t  how-commoner,  which,  according  to 
the  definition  given  by  a  member  of  the 
univerfity  in  a  court  of  iuftice,  is  one  who 
fits  at  the  iamu-  table,  and  enioys  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  llllows.  It  diifers  from 
what  is  tailed  a  gentleman-commoner  at 
Oxford,  not  only  in  the  name,  but  :'.llo  in 
the  greater  privileges  and  licences  indulg- 
ed to  the  mt:m'->e.-s  of  this  order;  who  do 
not  only  '  enioy  the  convention  of  the 
'  feL.  ws,'  but  likewife  a  full  liberty  of 
following  their  own  imaginations  in  every 
thing.  For  as  tutors  and  governors  of 
colleges  have  ufuaily  ,  i.iuus 

noles  after  preferment,  :t  im- 

politick  tocrofs  the  inclinations  of  young 
gen  l(  men  who  are  heirs  to  great  e; rates, 
an^l  irom  whom  they  expeft  benzfv'ts 
and  dignities  hereafter,  as  rewards  for 
their  '  want  of  care  of  them,'  while  they 
were  und.r  their  protection.  From  Hence 
it  comes  to'.mfs,  that  p  piis  of  this  rank 
are  excufed  from  all  publick  exercifes,  . 
and  allowed  to  abfent  themfelves  at  plea- 
fure  from  the  privrte  lectures  in  their  tu- 
tors1 rooms,  as  often  as  they  have  made 
a  party  tor  hunting,  or  an  engagement  at 
the  tennis-court,  or  are  not  well  recovered 
from  theirevening's  debauch.  Andwhilft 
a  poor  unhappy  foph,  of  no  fortune,  is 
often  expelled  for  the  mod  trifling  of- 
fences, or  merely  to  humour  the  capri- 
cious refentment  of  his  tutor,  who  hap- 
pens to  dillike  his  face ;  young  noblemen, 
and  heirs  of  great  eftates.  may  commit 
any  illegalities,  and,  if  they  pleafe,  over- 
turn a  college  with  impunity. 

There  is  nothing  fo  wild  and  ungo- 
verna'iie  as  a  boy  juft  broke  loofe  from 
fchool,  and  taking  his  firlt  flight  of  li- 
berty at  an  univerfity.  This  is  the  cafe 
with  thole  who  have  been  bred  up  at 
private  fchools  under  fome  reltraint  -.  but 
as  to  Pompey's  mafter,  his  f.  hool-educa- 
tion  had  fet  him  very  forward  in  the 
world,  and  he  came  to  Cambridge  much 
riper  than  other  people  leave  it.  From 
the  fir:t  moment  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
for  his  intrepid  fpirit,  and  was  quickly 
chofen  captain-general  by  his  comrades, 
in  all  their  parties  of  plea'fi're  and 
ditions  of  jollity.  Many  pranks  arc  re- 
corded of  his  performing,  which  made 
the  place  relbund  with  his  name;  but  one 
of  his  exploits  being  attended  with  cir- 
cumifrances  of  a  very  droll  nature,  we 
can  o!  forbi-r.r  relating  it. 

There  was,  in  the  fame  college,  a  young 
mailer  of  aits,  Wiliiains  by  name,  who 

had 
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liad  been  elected  into  the  foriety,  in  pre- 
ference to  one  of  greater  genius  and 
learning,  becaufehe  v.fed  to  make  a  lower 
bow  to  the  fellows,  whenever  he  paflfed 
by  them,  and  was  not  likely  to  difgrace 
any  of  his  feniors  by  the  i'a.ieriority  of 
his  parts.  This  gentleman  concl  ;ding 
now  there  was  no  farther  o  canon  of 
ftudy,  after  he  had  obtained  a  fellow/hip, 
which  had  long  been  the  objeft  of  his 
ambkion,  gave  himfelt  over  to  purluits 
more  agreeable  to  his  temper,  and  fpent 
the  chief  of  his  time  in  drinking  tea  with 
barbers'  daughters,  and  other  young- 
ladies  of  falhion  in  the  univeriity,  who 
there  take  to  themillves  the  name  of 


e^,  and  receive  amorous  gowiimen 
at  their  melles.  For  nothing  more-  is 
neceffary  to  acromplifh  a  young  lady  at 
Cambridge  than  a  fe  ond  -  hand  capu- 
chin, a  white  warning  -gown,  a  pair  of 
dirty  filk-fhoes,  and  long  rauflin  r  fries; 
in  which  drefs  they  take  the  air  in  the 
publick  -walks  every  Sunday,  to  make 
conqueits  and  receive  their  admirers  all 
the  reft  of  the  week  at  their  tea  -  tables'. 
Now  Williams,  having  a  great  deal  of 
dangling  good-nature  about  him,  was 
very  fuccefsful  in  winning  the  affeclions 
of  thefe  academical  milles,  and  had  a 
large  acquaintance  among  them.  The 
three  Mifs  Higg'ms's,  whofe  mother  kept 
the  Sun  Tavern;  Mifs  Polly  Jackfon,  a 
baker's  daughter;  the  celebrated  Fanny 
Hill,  fole  heirefs  of  a  taylor  ;  and  M'.fs 
Jenny  of  the  coffee-houfe;  were  all  great 
admirers  of  our  college-  gallant  ;  and 
Fame  reported,  that  he  had  admifTion  to 
feme  of  their  bed  -  chambers,  as  well  as 
to  their  tea-tables.  Upon  this  prelump- 
tion,  our  young  fellow  -  commoner  laid 
his  head  together  with  other  young  gen- 
tlemen, his  comrades,  to  play  him  a 
trick,  which  we  now  proceed  to  dif- 
clofe. 

About  this  time,  a  bed-maker  of  the 
college  was  unfortunately  brought  to- 
bed,  without  having  any  hufband  to  fa- 
ther the  child  ;  and  as  our  mailer  of  arts 
was  fufpefted,  among  others,  to  have 
had  a  mare  in  the  generation  of  the  new- 
born infant,  being  a  gentkman  of  an 
amorous  nature,  it  occured  to  our  fellow- 
commoner  to  make  the  following  expe- 
riment upon  him. 

As  Mr.  Williams  was  coming  out  of 
his  chamber  one  morning  early  to  go  to 
chapel,  he  found  a  bafket  ftanding  at  his 
door,  on  the  top  of  his  flair-  cafe,  with 
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a  direction  to  himfelf,  and  a  letter  tkl 
to  the  handle  of  the  haiket.  He  ftooJ 
1'ome  little  time  gudling  from  whom  fuck 
a  prefent  coul'd  come  ;  but  as  he  had  cx- 
pecled  a  parcel  from  London  by  the 
conch  for  a  week  before,  he  naturally 
con  -luded  this  to  be  the  fame,  and  that 
it  had  been  brought  by  a  porter  from  the 
inn,  and  left  at  his  door  before  he  was 
awake  in  themorning.  With  this  thought 
he  opened  the  letter,  and  read  to  the  fol- 
lowing effeft. 

*  HONOURABLE  SIR, 

*  A  M  fxirprized  mould  ufe  me  in  fuch 
*"•  '  a  manner  j  have  never  ieen  one 
farthing  of  yo-;r  money  fince  was 
brought  to-bed,  which  is  a  fliame,  and 
a  wicked  fin.  Wherefore  have  lent  you 
yo  r  own  baftard  to  provide  for;  and 
am  yo-ir  dutiful  iarvant  to  command, 
tell  death, 

TROLLOP.* 


The  afronimment  -which  fei?ed  our 
matter  of  arts  at  the  perufal  of  this  letier 
may  eaiily  be  imagined,  but  not  I'o  eafiiy 
defcnbed  ;  he  turned  pale,  ftaggcred,aqa 
looked  like  Banquo's  ghoil  in  the  pi:v»-i 
but  as  his  confcience  excufed  him  front 
the  crime  lai-.l  to  his  charge,  he  refolvcd, 
as  loon  as  his  confufion  would  fuffer  ii:m 
to  refolve,  to  make  a  publick  eximple-of 
the  wretch  that  had  dared  to  lay  her  ini- 
quities at  his  door.  To  this  end,  as  loon 
as  chapel  was  over,  heddned  thema.ter 
of  the  oliege  to  convene  all  the  fdiows 
in  tie  common-room;  for,  he  faid,  he 
h'.ul  an  affair  of  great  confequence  to  by 
before  them.  When  the  reverend  divan 
was  met  according  to  his  dehre,  he  pro- 
duced the  baiket,  and  with  an  an.hSle 
voide  read  the  letter  which  had  been  aa- 
nexed  to  it  :  after  which,  he  made  a  lonsj 
oration  on  the  unparalleled  impudence  of 
the  harlot  who  had  attempted  to  ican- 
dalize  him  in  this  audacious  manner; 
and  concluded  with  defiring  the  moft  ex- 
emplary punimment  might  be  inflicted 
on  her;  for,  he  laid,  xinlefs  they  dif- 
couraged  fuch  a  piece  of  villainy  with 
proper  feventy,  it  might  hereafter  be 
their  own  lots,  it  they  were  rcmifs  in 
prniming  the  prefent  offender.  They  all 
heard  him  with  great  aftcniihment,  and 
many  of  them  feemed  to  rejoice  inwardly 
that  the  baflcet  had  not  travelled  to  their 
tfoors  ;  as  thinking,  perhaps,  it  would 
have  been  unfathedy  and  unnatural  to 

have 
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have  refiifed  it  admittance.  At  length,  it 
was  ordered  to  he  unpacked ;  \vhi:h  was 
performed  by  the  butler  of  the  college, 
in  preil'iice  of  th :  whole  fraterni  y  j  when 
lol  inftead  of  a  child  puling  and  crying 
for  it's  lather,  out  leaped  Pompey,  the 
little  hero  of  this  little  hiftory  ;  who  had 
been  incloied  in  that  ofier  confinement 
by  his  young  rnufcer,  and  conveyed  very 
early  in  i:iv  morning  to  Mr.  Wiliiams's 
chamber-door.  The  grave  aiTembly  were 
aftonifhed  and  enraged  at  the  difcovery, 
finding  themielves  convened  only  to  be 
ridiculed ;  and  all  of  them  gazed  o»  our 
hero- with  the  fame  kind  of  alpeft,  as  did 
the  daughters  of  Cecrops  en  the  de- 
formed Erichthonius,  when  their  curio- 
(ity  tempted  them  to  peep  into  the  baf- 
ket  which  Minerva  had  put  into  their 
hands  with  pofitive  commands  to  the 
contrary. 


CHAP.    XI. 

ADVENTURES    AT    CAMBRIDGE. 

WILLIAMS,  though  much  a- 
fhamed  and  out  of  countenance, 
was  yet  in  his  heart  veiy  glad  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  apprehenfions  of  main- 
taming  a  baftard,  which  he  imagined 
would  add  no  great  luftre  to  his  reputa- 
tion as  fellow  of  a  college.  When,  there- 
fore, Pompey  el'cnped  out  of  his  wicker- 
prifon,  he  was  in  reality  j  leafed  with  the 
difcovery,  whi:h  put  an  end  to  his  fears, 
and  feigning  himlelf  diverted  with  the 
thing,  took  the  little  dog  home  to  his 
Q-.vn  chambers. 

This  was  an  adventure  of  the  comick 
kind,  attended  with  no  ill  confequences 
to  cur  hero :  but  we  now  pioceed  to  re- 
late one  of  a  very  tragick  nature  indeed, 
which  Fortune  Items  to  have  refer ved  in 
(lore,  as  the  utmoft  tfretch  of  her  malice, 
to  compleat  the  miferies  of  his  unhappy 
life. 

There  flourished  in  this  college,  or  ra- 
ther wns  beginning  to  flourifh,  a  young 
phyfrian,  who  now  ftood  candidate  for 
fame  and  practice.  He  had  ecp' 

t  with  a  gilt-he.idcd  cane,  a  black 
fuit  of  cloaths,  a  wife  myiterious  face,  a 
full-bottomed  flowing  peruke,  and  ;•',! 
other  externals  cf  his  profefllon:  fo  th?t 
if,  according  to  the  inimitable  Swift,  the 
various  7nr.,ibers  of  a  common  -  wealth 
«x  only  ib many  different  fuits  of  cloaths, 


this  gentleman  was  amply  qr-^ified  for 
the  difcharge  of  his  oflice.  But  not 
chufnig  to  rely  totally  or,  •„  drefs  to 
introduce  him  into  bufineis,  he  was 
willing  to  add  to  it  a  fupplimental,  and, 
as  many  think,  fuperflucus  knowledge 
of  his  art. 

About  this  time,  a  member  of  the  uni- 
verfity  died  in  great  torments  of  the  iiiack 
paffion,  and  foine  peculiarities  in  his  cafe 
made  a  r.oife  among  th.  Cam- 

bridge. The  theory  of  th;s  teiribk-  dif- 
order,  caufed  by  the  cefLtion  of  the  pe- 
liftnltick  motion  of  the  guts,  our  young 
doctor  very  well  ur.deritood:  but  not 
contenting  himfelf  with  theory  only,  he 
refulved  to  go  a  ftep  farther;  and  for  this 
purpofe  caft  his  eyes  pbout  after  fome 
dog,  intending  to  difT.ct  him  alive  for 
the  1:  tisfactionof  his  curioiity. 

A  docv  might  have  been  the  emblcma- 
tick  animal  of  Efculapius  or  Apollo,  with 
as  much  propriety  as  he  was  of  Mercury; 
for  no  creatures,  I  believe,  have  been  of 
more  eminent  fervice  to  the  healing  tribe 
than  dogs.  Incredible  is  the  number  of 
thcfe  animals  who  have  been  iucrificed, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  fhrines  of  phy- 
fick  and  furgery.  Lectures  of  anatomy 
fublift  by  their  deftmclion :  Ward  ('ays 
Mr.  Pope)  tried  his  drop  on.  puppies  and 
the  poor ;  and,  i  n  general,  all  new  medi- 
cines and  experiments  of  a  doubtful  na- 
ture are  fure  to  be  made  in  the  firit  place 
on  the  bodies  of  thefe  unfortunate  ani- 
mals. Their  very  ordure  is  one  of  the 
chief  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica ; 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  if  the  old  Egyptians 
had  any  phyfician  among  them,  they 
certainly  deicribed  him  by  the  hierogly- 
phic k  of  a  dog. 

But,  not  to  fpend  too  much  time  in 
thefe  conjectures,  our  young  doctor  had 
no  fooner  reiblved  to  fatisfy  himfelf  con- 
cerning the  periftaltick  motion  of  the 
guts,  than  unluckily,  in  an  evil  hour, 
Pompey  prelented  himfelf  to  his  eye. 
More  unluckily  for  him  iiill,  neither  his 
matter  Mr.  Williams,  nor  any  other  of 
his  college- friends,  happened  to  be  pre- 
ienr,  or  within  view,  at  this  moment. 
Machaon,  therefore,  very  boldly  Kized 
him  as  a  victim,  and  conveyed  him  into 
a  little  dark  place  near  his  room,  which 
he  called  his  ccll?.r,  and  in  which  he  kept 
his  wine.  There  he  fhut  him  up  three 
or  four  days  in  the  condemned -hole, 
while  he  prepared  his  chirurgical  jnltru- 
mints,  and  invited  foms  other  young 
pra&itioner* 
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praiYitionersJnphyfickof  his  acquaintance 
to  be  prefent  at  our  hero's  difieclicm. 

The  day  being  foon  appointed  for  his 
death,  the  company  aifembled  at  their 
friend's  room  in  the  morning  at  break  - 
faft,  where  much  fapient  difcourie  pafl'ed 
among  them  concerning  the  operation  in 
hand,  not  material  to  be  now  related. 
At  length  cries  the  hero  of  the  party— 
*  Come,  gentlemen !  we  feem,  I  think, 
'  to  have  finimed  our  breakfafts  ;  let  us 
'  now  proceed  to  bufinefs.11  Afterwhkh, 
the  tea-things  were  removed,  the  inftru- 
ments  of  difl'eftion  placed  on  the  table, 
and  the  doftor  went  to  his  cellar  to  bring 
forth  the  unhappy  viclim. 

And  here,  good-natured  reader,  I  am 
fure  it  moves  thy  compaffion  to  think, 
that  poor  Pompey,  after  iuffering  already 
fo  many  misfortunes,  muft  at  laft,  be 
difle£ted»aliv3  to  fatisfy  a  phyfician  con- 
cerning the  periftaltick  motion  of  die 
guts.  The  cafe  would,  indeed,  be  la- 
mentnble,  if  it  had  happened  :  but  when 
the  doctor  came  to  call  him  forth  to  exe- 
cution, to  his  great  furprize,  no  dog  was 
there  to  be  found.  He  found,  ho\vever, 
fomething  elfe  not  entirely  to  his  fatis- 
faftion  ;  and  that  was,  his  wine  dream- 
ing in  great  profufion  about  his  cellar. 
The  truth  is,  our  hero,  being  grown  de- 
Derate  with  hunger,  had,  in  his  ftruggles 
for  liberty,  broke  all  the  bottles,  and  at 
laft  forcibly  gnawed  his  way  through  a 
deal-board  that  compofed  one  fide  of  the 
cellar.  The  danger,  however,  which  he 
had  been  in,  made  him  fickof  nniverfities; 
and  he  wi/hed  earneltly  for  an  accident, 
which  foon  happened,  to  relieve  him  from 
*n  academick  life. 


CHAP.     XII. 

THE   CHARACTER  OF  A    MASTER  OF 
ARTS  AT  AN  UNIVERSITY. 

ABOUT  this  time,  three  ladies  and 
a  gentleman  happ-:n-jd  to  be  re- 
turning out  of  the  north ;  and  having 
never  lecn  Cambridge,  were  inclined  to 
make  it  in  their  way  to  London.  The 
gentleman  whom  they  had  been  vrfiting 
in  the  country,  knowing  this  refdlution, 
fent  a  letter  before-hand  to  Mr.  Williams, 
who  had  been  his  fellow  -  collegiate,  in 
which  he  advertifed  him  of  the  arrival  of 
the  party,  and  defired  him  to  be  ailiftant 
in  flitwing  them,  the  curiofities  of  Cam- 


bridge. And  this  gives  us  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  fome  farther  particulars  in 
that  gentleman's  character,  being  not  an 
uncommon  one,  I  believe,  in  either  of  our 
nniverfities. 

If  we  were  in  a  hurry  to  defcribe  him, 
it  might  be  done  effectually  in  two  or 
three  words,  by  calling  him  a  molt  egre- 
gious trifler ;  but  as  we  have  leifure  to 
be  a  little  more  circumstantial,  the  reader 
fhall  be  troubled  with  a  day's  journal  of 
his  a£tions. 

Mr.  Williams  was,  in  the  f.rft  place,  a 
man  of  the  moft  punctilious  neatnefs  j 
his  ftioes  were  always  blacked  in  the 
niceft  manner,  his  wigs  were  powdered 
with  the  exaCteit  delicacy,  and  he  would 
fcold  his  laundrefs  for  a  whole  morning 
together,  if  he  difcovered  a  wry  pi?  it  in 
the  fleeve  of  his  mirt,  or  t'.ie  L/iit  fpeck 
of  dirt  on  any  part  of  his  linen.  He  rofe 
constantly  to  chapel,  and  proceeded  af- 
terwards, with  great  importance,  to 
breakfaft,  which,  moderately  {peaking, 
tcok  up  two  hours  of  his  morning. 
When  this  was  over,  he  amufed  himfelf 
either  in  paring  his  nails ;  or  watering 
two  or  three  orange -trees,  which  he 
kept  in  his  chamber;  or  in  tilling  a  little 
fpot  of  ground,  about  fix  feet  fquare, 
which  he  called  his  garden;  or  in  chang- 
ing the  fituation  of  the  few  books  in  his 
ftiuly.  The  Spectators  were  removed  into 
the  place  of  the  Tatlers,  and  the  Tatlers 
into  the  place  of  the  Spectators.  But, 
generally  fpeaking,  he  drew  on  his  boot* 
immediately  after  breakfaft,  and  rode  out 
for  the  air,  having  been  told  that  a  fc- 
dentary  life  is  deftruftive  of  the  confti- 
tution,  and  that  too  much  ftudy  impairs 
the  health.  At  his  return  home,  he  had 
barely  time  to  warn  his  hands,  clean  his 
teeth,  and  put  on  a  frefh-powdered  wig, 
the  college-bell  fummoned  him  to 
dinner  in  the  publick-hall.  His  after- 
noons were  ipent  in  drinking  tea  with 
the  young  ladies  above  -  mentioned,  who 
all  efteemed  him  a  prodigious  genius, 
and  were  ready  to  laugh  at  his  wit  be- 
fore he  opened  his  mouth.  In  thefe 
agreeable  vifits  he  remained  till  the  time 
->\  •  •.'•  ling-chapel;  afrer  which,  (upper 
fucceeded  to  find  him  frefh  employment  j 
from  whence  he  repaired  to  the  coffee- 
houie,  and  then  to  fome  engagement  at 
a  friend's  room,  for  the  remaining  part 
of  the  evening.  By  this  account  of  his 
day's  transactions,  the  reader  will  fee 
hew  very  ipipoffibie  it  wa$  for  him  to 

find 
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find  Itifurc  for  ftudy,  in  the  midft  of  fo 
BI  my  important  avocations ;  yet,  not- 
wiuiitanuing  this  great  variety  of  buli- 
D.i>,  lie  made  a  fhift  ibmetirm-s  to  play 
halt  a  nine  on  the  German^  rime  in  a 
morning;  and  once  in  a  quarter  of  a 
ye  ir  took  the  pains  to  trumcribble  a  ier- 
mon  out  of  various  authors. 

Another  part  of  his  character  was  a 
great  atfeclation  of  pciitene;;,  which  is 
more  pretended  to  in  '..r,ive;!;ties,  where 
leis  of  it  is  pracliied  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  kingdom.  Tims  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  always  talking  of  genuel  life; 
to  which  end  he  was  plentifully  provided 
with  Itories  by  a  temple  coufin,  wno  kept 
2  milliner's -(hop  in  London,  and  never 
failed  to  let  him  know,  by  letiers,  what 
patTed  among  the  great ;  though  the  fre- 
quently miltook  the  names  of  people,  and 
attributed  Icandal  to  one  lord,  which  was 
the  property  of  another.  Her  coufm, 
however,  did  not  find  out  the  mi  (lakes, 
but  retailed  her  blunders  about  the  .  ol- 
leges  with  great  confidence  and  iecurity. 

But  nothing  pleafed  him  more  than 
Shewing  the  univerfity  to  Grangers,  and 
efpecially  to  ladies,  which,  he  thought, 
gave  him  an  air  of  acquaintance  with  the 
genteel  world ;  and  on  fu  h  occaiions  he 
would  affecl  to  make  expenfive  entertain- 
ments, which  neither  his  private  fortune, 
cr  the  income  of  his  fellowship,  could 
afford. 

To  this  gentleman  the  party  we  have 
before:  fpoken  of  was  recommended ;  and 
he  had  lived  in  expectation  of  their  com- 
ing for  fevera!  days  together,  in  confe- 
qtience  of  his  friend's  letter.  At  length 
they  arrived,  and  lent  him  a  meffage 
from  their  inn,  defining  the  favour  of  his 
company  at  fupper.  This  he  no  fooner 
received,  than  he  pofted  away  with  all 
imaginable  difpatch,  and,  with  many 
•cademical  compliments,  welcomed  tlum 
to  Cambridge.  Nor  did  he  depart  to  his 
college,  till  he-had  made  them  promife  to 
dine  with  him  at  his  chambers  the  liic- 
ccedir.g  day. 

Early,  then,  the  next  morning,  he  rofe 
with  the  lark,  and  held  a  confutation 
with  the  college-cook  concerning  the  en- 
tertainment :  for  as  he  had  never  yet 
been  honoured  with  company  of  fo  high 
a  rank,  he  relblved  to  uo  what  was  hand- 
ibme,  and  fend  them  away  with  avt  opi- 
nion of  his  politcnefs.  Among  m:uiy 
other  devices  he  had  to  be  genteel,  one 
yery  well  deierves  mentioning,  being  of 


a  very  academical  nature  indeed ;  for  he 
was  at  the  expen  e  of  purchafing  a  Chins 
vafeof  a  certain  mape,  whi  h  lometimes 
paifes  under  a  more  vulgar  name,  to  let 
in  his  bed-chamber;  that,  if  the  ladies 
fliould  chuie  to  retire  after  dinner  for 
the  fake  of  looking  at  the  pattern  of  his 
bed,  or  to  fee  the  profpe61  ort  of  his 
window,  or  from  any  other  motive  of 
curiofity,  they  might  have  the  piixtlure  of 
being  feived  in  China. 

When  thtfe  affairs  were  fettled,  he 
drafted  himfelf  in  his  belt  array,  and 
went  to  bill  the  ladies  good-morrow.  As 
l^oii  us  they  had  bieakfaitecl,  he  con- 
dueled  them  about  the  untveriuy,  and 
mewed  them  all  the  rarities  of  Cambridge. 
They  obierved,  that  f  ch  a  thing  was 
very  grand ;  that  another  thing  was  very 
neat ;  and  that  there  were  a  great  many 
books  in  the  libraries,  which  they  tho-.ght 
it  impoffibleforany  man  to  read  through, 
though  he  was  to  live  as  long  as  Mc- 
thufelah. 

When  their  curiofity  was  fatisfied,  and 
Williams  had  ind  lived  eveiy  wiih  of 
vanity,  in  being  ieen  to  efcort  ladies  about 
the  univerfity,  and  to  hand  them  out  of 
their  coach,  they  all  retired  to  his  r lum- 
bers to  dinner.  Much  converfation  parted 
not  worth  recording ;  and  when  the  cloth 
was  taken  away,  little  Pompey  was  pro- 
duced on  the  table  for  the  ladies  to  ad- 
mire him.  They  were  greatly  (truck  with 
his  beauty;  and  one  of  them  took  cou- 
rage to  aflt  him  as  a  prelent;  which  the 
complaifant  mailer  of  arts,  in  his  great 
civility,  complied  with,  and  immediately 
delivered  him  into  the  lady's  hands.  He 
likewiie  related  the  Itory  how  he  came 
into  his  pofiefiion,  which  another  perlbii 
perhaps  would  have  iuppreffed  ;  but  Wil- 
liams was  fo  tranfpoi  ted  with  his  com- 
pvw,  that  he  was  half  out  of  his  wits 
with  joy;  and  his  converlation  was  as 
ridiculous  as  his  behaviour. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

POMPEY  RETURNS  TO  LONDON,  ANB 
OCCASIONS  A  REMARKABLE  DIS- 
PUTE IN  THE  MALL. 

ONCE  more,  then,  o\ir  hero  fet  out 
for  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britain; 
and,  after  any  cafy  journey  of  two  days, 
arrived  at  a  certain  i'quare,  where  his 
iniitrefles  kept  their  court.    To  thefe  la- 

dies. 


POMPEY    THE    LITTLE. 


dies,  not  improperly,  might  be  applied 
the  queftion  which  Archer  afks  in  the 
play — '  Pray, which  of  you  three  is  the  old 
'  lady  ?'  the  mother  being  full  as  youth- 
ful and  airy  as  the  daughters,  and  the 
daughters  almoft  as  ancient  as  the  mo- 
ther. 

Now  as  Fortune  often  difpofes  things 
in  the  mo  ft  whimlical  and  furprizing 
manner,  fo  it  happened,  that  one  of  his 
miftrefles  took  him  witli  her  one  morn- 
ing into  St.  James's  Park,  and  fet  him 
down  on  his  legs  almotl  in  the  very  lame 
part  of  the- Mall  from  whence  he  had 
formerly  made  his  efcape  from  Lady 
Tempeft  near  eight  years  before,  as  is 
recorded  in  the  toft  part  of  his  hiftoiy. 
Her  ladyftiip  was  walking  this  morning 
for  the  air,  and  happened  to  pals  by  al- 
rnoft  at  the  veiy  inftant  that  the  little  ad- 
venturer was  fet  on  his  legs  to  take  his 
diveriion.  She  efpied  him  in  a  moment, 
with  great  quicknefs  of  difcernment;  and 
immediately  recollecting  her  old  ac- 
quaintance, caught  him  up  in  her  arms, 
and  fell  to  kifling  him  with  the  higheft 
extravagance  ef  joy.  His  prefent  owner 
perceiving  this,  and  thinking  only  that 
the  lady  was  pleafed  with  the  beauty  of 
her  dog,  and  had  a  mind  to  compliment 
him  with  a  few  kifles,  paffed  on  without 
interrupting  her ;  but  when  me  faw  her 
ladyfhip  preparing  to  cany  him  out  of 
the  Mall  in  her  arms,  ftie  advanced  haftily 
towards  her,  and  re-demanded  her  fa- 
vourite in  the  following  terms:  '  Pray, 

*  Madam,  what  is  your  ladyftiip  going 

*  to  do  with  that  dog  ?'   Lady  Tempeft 
replied — '  Nothing  in  the  world,  Ma- 
4  dam,  but  take  him  home  with  me.'— 

*  And  pray,  Madam,   what  right  has 

*  your  ladymip  to  take  a  dog  that  be- 

*  longs  to  me?1 — '  None,  my  dear !'  an- 
fwered  Lady  Tempeft  :  '  but  I  take  him, 

*  child,  becaule  he  belongs  to  me.'— 

*  "Pis  falie!'    faid  the  other  lady;    «  I 

*  aver  it  to  be  falfe !  He  was  given  me 

*  by  a  gentleman  of  Cambridge :  and  I 
c  infift  upon  your  lady  (hip's  replacing 

*  him  upon,  his  legs,  this  individual  mo- 
'  ment !'    To  this  Lady  Tempeft  replied 
only  with  a  fneer,    and  was  walking  oft" 
with  our  hero ;  which  fo  greatly  aggra- 
vated the  rage  of  her  antagonilt,  that  (he 
now  loft  all  patience,  and  began  to  exert 
herfelf  in  a  much  higher  key.     '  Ma- 

*  dam,'  faid  me,  *  I  would  have  you  to 
'  know,  Madam,  that  I  am  not  to  be 

*  treated    in   this   fuperlative    manner! 
'  Youi  ladyftiip  may  aifcct  to  fneer,  if 


'  you  pleafe,  Madam,  and  fliew  a  con- 
1  tempt,  Madam,  which  is  more  due  to 
'  your  own  actions  than  to  me,  Madam  ; 

*  for,  thank  Heaven,  I  have  fome  regard 
'  to  decency  in  my  actions!' — '  Dear 
'  Mils,  don't  be  in  a  paflion!'  replied 
Lady  Tempeft  ;  '  it  will  fjioil  your  com- 
'  plexion,  child,  and  .perhaps  ruin  your 
'  fortune !    But  will  you  be  pleafed  to 

*  know,  my  dear,  that  I  loft  this  dog 
'  eight  years  ago  in  the  Mall,  and  ad- 
'  vertifed  him  in  all  the   newfpapers ; 
'  though  you,  or  your  friend  at  C:mi- 
'  bridge,  who  did  me  the  favour  to  iteal 
'  him,  were  not  fo  obliging  as  toreftore 

*  him  ?  And  will  yon  be  pleafed  to  know 
'  likevvife,  young  lady,  that  I  have  a 
'  right  to  take  my  property  wherever  I 
'  find  it?' — '  'Tis  importable  !'  cried  the 
other  lady;  '  'tis  impoflible  to  remember 

*  a  dog  after  eight  years  abfence  !   I  aver 
'  it  to  be  impoflible  ;  and  nothing  (hall 
'  perfuade  me  to  believe  it !' — '  <  proteft, 
e  my  dear,'    anfwered  Lady  Tempeft, 

*  I  know  not  what  fort  of  a  memory  you 
1  may  be  bleffed  with ;  but,  really,  I  can 

*  remember  tilings  of  a  much,  longer 

*  date,;  and,  as  a  frefli  inftance  of  my 
'  memory,  I  think,  my  dear,  I  remem- 
'  ber  you  reprefenting  the  character  of  a 
'  young  lady  for  near  theie  twenty  yeaj-s 

*  about  town.' — '  Madam,'  returned  the 
lady  of  inferior  rank,  now  enflamed  with 
the  higheft  indignation,    '  you  may  re- 
'  member  yourielf,  Madam,  reprefenting 
'  a  much  worfe  character,  Madam,  for 
'  a  greater  number  of  years.    It  would 

*  be  well,'  Madam,  if  your  memory  was 
'  not  altogether  fo  good,  Madam,  unk-fs 
'  your  aclions  were  better.' 

The  war  of  tongues  now  began  to 
rage  with  the  greateft  violence;  a)id  no- 
thing was  fparedthat  wit  could  fuggeft  on 
the  one  lide,  or  malice  on  the  other.  The 
•beaux,  and  belles,  and  witlings,  who 
were  walking  that  morning  in  the  Mall, 
afiembled  round  the  combatants,  at  firii 
out  of  curiofity,  and  for  the  fake  of  en- 
tertainment ;  but  they  foon  began  to  take 
fides  in  the  difpute,  till  at  length  it  be- 
came one  univerfal  fcc-ne  of  wr. 
and  no  caufe  in  Weftminfter  Hall  w;~ 
more  puzzled  by  the  multitude  of  voices, 
all  contending  at  once  for  the  victory. 
At  laft,  Lady  Tcmpeft  fcorning'thi-;  v.n- 
generous  altercation,  told  her  advei  fary— 
'  Well,  Madam,  if  you  pleafe  to  fcold 
'  for  the  publick  divcrfion,  pray  con- 
'  tinue;  but,  for  my  part,  I  f]j;dl  r.o 
'  longer  make  niy'»'--!f  a  fpeclacle  of  a 
N  K  <  mob'" 
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*  mob !'  And  fo  faying,  fhewalked  cou- 
rageoufly  off  with  little  Pumpey  under 
her  ann.     It  was  impoflible  for  her  ri- 
val to  prevent  her;  who  likewife  imme- 
diately after  quitted  the  Mall,  and  flew 
home,  ivacly  to  burft  with  (hame,  fpite, 
and  indignation. 

Lady  Tempeft  had  not  been  long  at 
her  toilette,  before  the  following  little 
icroll  was  brought  to  her;  and  (lie  was 
informed  that  a  footman  waited  below 
in  great  hurry  for  an  ani'wer.  The  note 
was  to  this  effcft. 

*    MAT)  AM, 

«  T  F  it  was  pofllble  for  me  to  wonder  at 
-••  '  any  of  your  aftions,  I  mould  be 
aftonifhed  at  your  behaviour  of  this 
morning.  Reftore  my  dog  by  the  bearer 
of  this  letter,  or,  by  the  living  G — d! 
I  will  immediately  commence  a  profe- 
cution  againft  you  in  Chancery,  and 
recover  him  by  force  of  law. 

'  Yours  — — .' 

Lady  Tempeft,  without  any  hefitation, 
returned  the  following  anfwer. 

*    MADAM, 

*  T  Have  laughed  moft  heartily  at  your 

*'  ingenious  epiftle ;  and  am  prodi- 
gioufly  diverted  with  your  menaces  of  a 
law-fuit.  Pompey  (hall  be  ready  to 
put  in  his  anfwer,  as  foon  as  he  hears 
your  bill  is  filed  againft  him  in  chan- 
cery. I  am,  dear  Mifs,  yours, 

'  TEMPEST.' 

CHAP.     XIV. 

-A  TERRIBLE  MISFORTUNE  HAPPENS 
TO  OUR  HERO,  WHICH  BRINGS 
HIS  HISTORY  TO  A  CONCLUSION. 

THIS  letter  enflamed  the  lady  fo 
much,  that  (he  immediately  or- 
,  dereil  her  coach,  and  drove  a\vay  to  Lin- 
coln's Inn,  toconfult  hec  1'olicitor.  She 
found  him  in  his  chambers  furrounded 
with  briefs,  and  haranguing  to  two  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  made  him  arbitrator  in 
a  very  important  controvcrfy,  concern- 
ing the  dilapidations  of  a  pig-ftye.  On 
the  arrival  of  our  lady,  the-  man  of  law 
ftartetl  from  his  chair,  and  conducted 
her  with  much  civility  to  a  fettee  which 
ftood  by  his  fire- fide;  then  turning  to 
his  two  clients, whom  he  thought  he  had 
already  treated  with  a  proper  quantity 
ef  eloquence-^'  Well,  gentlemen,'  laid 


he,    *  when   your   refpeclive    artorniss 
'  have  drawn  up  your^  feveral  cai'es,  let 
'  them  be  fent  to  me,  and  I'll  give  de- 
'  termination  upon  them  with  all  pofllble 
'  difpatch.'     This  fpeech  had  the  de- 
fired  effe6l  in  driving  them  away;   and, 
as  foon  as  they  were  gone,  addrefling 
himfelf  with  an  affectation  of  much  po- 
litends  to  the  miilrefs  of  little  Pompey, 
he  began  to  enquire  after  the  good  lady 
her  mother,  and  the  good  lady  her  filter ; 
hut  our  heroine  was  fo  impatient  to  open 
her  caufe,  that  (lie  hardly  allowed  her- 
felf  time  to  anfwer  his  qtieftions  before 
me   began   in   the   following    manner : 
Sir,  I  was  walking  this  morning  in 
the  Mall,  when  a  certain  extraordinary 
lady,  whofc  sftions  are  always  of  a 
very  extraordinary  nature,  was  pleaf- 
ed,  in  a  moft  peculiar  manner^  to  fteal 
my  lap-dog  from  me.' — '  Steal  your 
lap-clog  from  you,  Madam!'  faid  the 
man  of  law  ;  '  I  proteft,  a  very  extraor- 
dinary trar.iaclion  indeed  !  And  pray, 
Madam,  what  could  induce  her  to  be 
guilty  offuch  a  misbehaviour?1 — 'In- 
duce her!'  cried  the  lady  eagerly;  '  Sir, 
(he  wants  no  inducement  to  be  guilty 
of  any  thing  that  is   audacious  and 
impudent.      But,    Sir,   I   defire  you 
would  immediately  commence  a  fuit 
againft  her  in  Chancery,  and  pu(h  the 
affair  on  with  all  poffible  rapidity;  for. 
I  am  refolved  to  recover  the  dog,  if  it 
cofts  me  ten  thoufand  pounds.'     The 
counfellor  fmiled,  and  commended  her 
refolutions ;  but    paufed    a  little,   and 
feemed  puzzled  at  the  novelty  of  the  cafe. 
Madam,'  faid  he,  *  undoubtedly  your 
ladymip  does  right  to  aflert  your  pro- 
perty ;  for  we  mould  all  foon  be  re- 
.     cluced   to  a  ftate  of  nature,  if  there 
were  no  courts  of  law;  and  therefore 
your  ladyfliip  is  highly  to  be  applaud- 
ed.    But  there  is  ibmething  veiy  pe- 
culiar in  the  nature  of  dogs.     There 
is  no  queftion,  Madam,  but  they  arc 
to  be  confukred  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  property,  and  not  to  be  deemed 
Ji'fif  naiin'tf,  things  of  no  value,  as 
ignorant     people    fooliflily    imagine. 
But  I  fay,  Madam,  there  is  fomething 
very  peculiar  in  their  nature,  Madam ; 
their   prodigious  attachment  to  man 
inclines  them  to  follow  any  body  that 
calls  them;  and  that  makes  it  fo  dif- 
ficult to  fix  a  theft.     Now,  if  a  man 
calls  a  (heep,  or  calls  a  cow,  or  calls  a 
horfe,  why  he  might  call  long  enough 
before  they  would  come,  becaufe  they 

«  are 
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*  tire  not  creatures  of  a  following  na- 

*  ture,   and   therefore  our   penal    laws 

*  have   made  it  felony  with  refpecl  to 

*  thofe    animals :    but  dogs,    Madam, 
'  have  a  ftrange  andiftinguifhod  prone - 

*  nefs  to  run   after   people's    heels.'— 

*  Lord   blei's  me,   Sir!'  laid   the  lady, 
fomewhat  angry  at  the  orator's  decla- 
mation,  '  what  do  you  mean,  Sir,  by 
'  following  people's  heels  ?     I  do  pro- 
'  teft  and  aueverate,  that  me  took  him 

*  up  in  her  arms,  and  carried  him  away 

*  in  defiance  of  me;  and  the  whole  Mall 
«  was  witnefs   of  the   theft.'—'   Very 

*  well,  Madam,  very  well,'  replied  the 
counfellor :   '  I  was  only  dating  the  cafe 
'  fully  on  defendant's  fide,    that  you 
'  might  have  a  comprehenfive  view  of 

*  the  whole  affair,   before  we  come  to 
'  unravel  it  all  again,  and  mew  the  ad- 

*  vantages  on  the  iide  of  plaintiff.     Now 
'  though  a  dog  be  of  a  following  na- 
'  ture,  as  I  obferved,  and  may  be  fome- 
«  times  tempted,  and  feduced,  and  in- 

*  veigled    away,    in    f'uch    manner   as 

*  makes  it  difficult — do  you  obferve  me 
«  —makes  it  difficult,  I  fay,  Madam, 
«  to  fix  a  theft  on  the  perfon  fcducing ; 
'  yet,    wherever  property  is  dilcovered 

*  and  claimed,  if  the  poflefibr  refufes  to 

*  reftore  it  on  demand — on  demand  I 

*  fay,  becaule  demand  muft  be  made*— 

*  refufes  to  reftore  it,  on  demand,  to  the 

*  proper,  lawful  owner,  there  an  aclion 
'  lies;  and,  under  this  predicament,  we 
'  (hall  recover  our  lap-dog.'     The  lady 
feeming  pleafed  with  this  harangue,  the 
orator  continued  in  the  following  man- 
ner: 'If,  therefore,  Mr.dam,  this  lady — 
'  whoibeverfhe  is,  A.  or  B.  or  any  name 

*  ferves  our  purpoie — if,  I  fay,  this  ex- 
'  traordinary  lady,  as  your  ladyfhip  juft 
'  now  deicribed  her,  took  your  thj;  be- 
'  fore  witnefles,  and  refufed  to  reltcre 
'  it  on  demand,  why  then  we  have  a 
'  lawful  action,  and  fliall  recover  da- 
'  mages.     Pray,  Madam,  do  you  think 
'  you  can  fwear  to  the  identity  of  the 
'  dog,  if  he  mould  be  produced  in  a  court 
'  of  juftice  ?'    The  lady  anfwered,  Yes, 
ftie  could  fwear  to  him  amongft  a  mil- 
lion, for  there  never  was  fo  remarkable 
a  creature.     '  And   you    firft   became 
'  poffefled  of  him,  you  fay,  Madam,  at 
'  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.     Pray, 

*  Madam,  will  the  gentleman  who  in- 
'  vefted  you  with  him  be  ready  to  tef- 
'  tify  the  donation  ?'     She  anfwered  af- 
firmatively.  '  And  pray,  Madam,  what 


'  is  the  colour  of  your  dog?'—'  Black 
'  and  white,  Sir.' — '  A  male  or  female, 
'  Madam  ?'  To  this  the  lady  replied, 
(he  pofitively  could  not  tell ;  whereupon 
the  counfellor,  with  a  molt  fapient  afpecl, 
declared  he  would  fearch  his  books  for  a 
precedent,  and  wait  on  her,  in  a  few 
days,  to  receive  her  final  determinations; 
but  adyil'ed  her,  in  the  mean  while,  to  try 
the  effect  of  another  letter  upon  her  lady- 
fhip,  and  once  more  threaten  her  with  a 
proiecution.  He  then  waited  upon  her 
to  her  chariot,  obferved  that  it  was  a  very 
fine  day,  and  promifed  to  ufe  his  utmolt 
endeavours  to  reinftate  her  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  her  lap-dog. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  a  quarrel  be- 
tween two  ladies  for  a  dog;  and  itfeemed 
as  if  all  the  moujths  of  the  law  would 
have  opened  on  this  important  affair,  (for 
Lady  Tempeft  continued  obftinate  in 
keeping  him)  had  not  a  moft  unlucky 
accident  happened  to  baulk  thofe  honour- 
able" gentlemen  of  their  fees,  and  difap- 
point  them  of  fo  hopeful  a  topick  for 
mewing  their  abilities.  This  unfor- 
tunate rtroke  was  nothing  lefs  than  the  ' 
death  of  our  hero,  who  was  feized  with 
a  violent  phthifick;  and,  after  a  week's 
illnefs,  departed  this  life  on  the  fecond  of 
June  1 749,  and  was  gathered  to  the  lap- 
dogs  of  antiquity. 

From  the  moment  that  he  fell  fick,  his 
miftrefs  fpared  no  expence  for  his  reco- 
very, and  had  him  atiended  by  the  moft 
eminent  phyficians  of  London ;  who,  I 
am  afraid,  rather  haftened  than  delayed 
his  exit,  according  to  the  immemorial 
cuftom  of  that  right  venerable  fraternity. 
The  chamber-maids  took  it  by  turns  to 
fit  up-  with  him  every  night  during  his 
illneis;  and  her  ladyfhip  v/as  fcarce  ever 
away  from  him  in  the  day-time:  but, 
alas!  his  time  was  come,  his  hour-glafs 
was  runout,  and, nothing  could  fave  him 
frrm  paying  a  viiit  to  the  Plutonian  re- 
gions. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether  her  lady- 
mip's  forrow  now,  or  when  flie  foimerly 
loft  him  in  the  Mall,  mcft  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  renfon.  He  lay  in  irate  three 
days  after  his  death;  and  herladymip,  at 
firft,  took  a  reibl  .(ion  of  having  him  em- 
balmed; but  as  her  phyficians  informed 
her  the  art  was  loft,  me  was  obliged  to 
give  over  that  chimerical  project;  other- 
wife  our  pofterity  might  have  feen  iiim, 
fome  centuries  hence,  creeled  in  a  pub- 
lick  library  at  an  univerfity:  and  who 
K  i  knows 
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knows  but  Tome  antiquary  of  profound 
erudition  mi^ht  have  undertaken  to 
prove,  with  quotations  from  a  thoufand 
authors,  that  he  was  formerly  the  Egyp- 
tian Anubis? 

However,  though  her  lady/hip  could 
not  be  gratified  in  her  defiles  of  embalm- 
ing him,  Ihe  had  him  buried  with  great 
funeral  Solemnity  in  her  garden,  and 
erected  over  him  an  elegant  marble  mo- 
nument, which  was  infcribed  with  the 
following  epitaph,  by  one  of  the  greateft 
clegiack  poets  of  the  prefent  age. 

King  of  the  garden,  blooming  rofe! 
Which  fprang'ft  from   Venus'   heavenly 

woes, 

When,  weepirg  for  Adonis  flain, 
Her  pearly  tears  bedi-w'd  the  plain; 
Here  now  thy  precious  dews  diftil, 
Now  mourn  a  greater  beauty's  ill—- 
Ye lilies !  hang  your  drooping  head, 
Ye  myrtles,  weep!  for  Pompey  dead. 
Light  lie  the  turf  upon  his  breaft, 
Peace  to  his  fliade,  and  gentle  reft. 


CHAP.     XV. 

THE    CONCLUSION. 

HAVING  thus  traced  our  hero  to 
the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age, 
which  may  be  reckoned  the  threefcore  and 
ten  of  a  lap-dog,  nothing  now  remains 
but  to  draw  his  character,  for  the  benefit 
and  information  of  pofterity.  In  fo  doing 
we  imitate  the  gre.iteft  and  moft  cele- 
brated hiftorians,  Lord  Clarendon,  Dr. 
Middleton,  and  others  5  who,  when  they 
have  put  a  period  to  the  life  of  an  eminent 
perfon,  (and  fnch  undoubtedly  was  our 
hero)  finifh  all  with  a  defcription  of  his 
morals,  his  religion,  and  private  cha- 
racter: nay,  many  biographers  go  lo  far, 
as  to  record  thecolourof  their  hero'scom- 
plexion,  the  /hude  of  his  hair,  the  height 
of  his  ftature,  the  manner  of  his  diet, 
when  he  went  to  bed  at  night,  at  what 
hour  he  rofe  in  the  morning,  and  other 
cquallyimportantparticulars;  which  can- 
nor  fail  to  convey  the  greateft  fatisfaction 
and  improvement  to  their  readers.  Thus 
n.  certain  painter,  who  obliged  the  world 
\v!th  a  life  of  Milton,  informs  us,  with 
;in  air  of  great  importance,  that  he  was 
a  fhort  thick  man;  and  then  recollecting 
himltlf,  informs  us  a  fecond  time,  upon 
niaturer  deliberation,  that  he  was  not  u 
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(hort  thick  man,  but  if  he  had  been  a  little 
fliorter,  and  a  little  thicker,  he  would 
have  been  a  fhort  thick  man  ;  which  pro- 
digious exactness,  in  an  affair  of  f'uch 
confequence,  can  never  be  fuflkicntly  ap- 
plauded. 

Now,as  to  the  defcription  of  our  hero's 
perfon,  for  that  we  fhall  refer  the  reader 
to  the  Engravings  which  accompany  this 
work,  and  proceed  to  his  religion,  his 
morals,  his  amours,  &c.  in  conformity 
to  the  practice  of  other  hiftorians. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  his  credit,  that  he  was  a  dog  of  the 
moft  courtly  manners,  ready  to  fetch  and 
carry  at  the  command  of  all  his  matters, 
without  ever  confidering  the  lervice  he 
was  employed  in,  or  the  perfon  from 
whom  he  received  his  direction.  He  would 
fawn  likewife  with  the  greateft  humility 
on  people  who  treated  him  with  contempt, 
and  was  always  particularly  officious  in 
his  zeal,  whenever  he  expected  a  new 
collar,  or  ftood  candidate  for  a  ribband 
with  other  dogs,  who  made  up  the  reti- 
nue'of  the  family. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  dcnys  that  in  the 
firft  part  of  his  life,  he  gave  himlelf  an 
unlimited  freedom  in  his  amours,  and 
was  extravagantly  licentious,  not  to  lay 
debauched,  in  his  morals:  but  whoever 
confiders  that  he  was  born  in  the  houfe 
of  an  Italian  courtezan,  that  he  made  the 
grand  tour  with  a  young  gentleman  of 
fortune,  and  afterwards  lived  near  two 
years  with  a  lady  of  quality,  will  luive 
more  realbn  to  wonder  that  his  morals 
were  notentirely  corrupted,  than  that  they 
were  a  little  tainted  by  the  ill  effect  of 
fuch  dangerous  examples. 

As  to  religion,  we  muft  ingenuoufly 
confefs  that  he  had  none;  in  which  ref pect 
he  hud  the  honour  to  bear  an  exact  re- 
femblance  to  all  the  well-bred  people 
of  the  prefent  age,  who  have  long  fince 
discarded  religion,  as  a  needlefs  and 
troublelbme  invention,  calculated  only 
to  make  people  wife,  virtuous,  and  UH- 
fafhionable;  and  whoever  will  be  at  the 
pains  of  perufmg  the  lives  and  actions  of 
the  great  world,  will  find  them,  in  all 
points,  conformable  to  fuch  prodigious 
principles. 

In  politicks  it  is  difficult  to  fny  whether 
he  was  a  Whig  or  a  Tory ;  for  fo  great 
was  his  caution,  that  he  never  was  heard  on 
anyoccafion  to  open  his  mouth  on  thofe 
fubjects:  and  therefore  cnch  of  thole  il- 
luftrious  clans  of  men  may  be  allowed  to 

lay 
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lay  claim  to  him,  unlefs  perhaps  they 
mould  both  concur,  as  is  fometimes  the 
cai'e,  to  defpile  him  for  oblerving  a  neu- 
trality. 

For  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  chief 
amufeuient  was  to  deep  before  the  fire; 
and  indolence  grew  upon  him  ib  much, 
as  he  advanced  in  age,  that  he  feklom 
eared  to  be  difturbed  in  his,  ilumbers, 


even  to  eat  his  meals :  his  eyes  grew  dim, 
his  limbs  failed  him,  his  teeth  dropped 
out  of  his  head,  and,  at  length, a  phthilick 
came  veiy  feafonably  to  relieve  him  from 
the  pains  and  calamities  of  long  life. 

Thus  periflied  little  Pompcy,  or  Pom- 
pey  the  Little;  leaving  his  difconfolate 
miftrefs  to  bemoan  his  fate,  and  me  to 
write  his  eventful  hiilory. 
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IAm  obliged  to  Fortune  for  the  papers  I  now  offer  to  the  publick. 
1  little  imagined,  when  I  bought  an  old  bureau,  that  I  was  pur- 
chafing  a  work  of  fancy;  for  fuch  I  muft  fufpe&  this  little  work  to  be, 
though  it  contairts  many  incidents  that  bear  fo  much  the  appearance 
of  reality,  that  they  might  claim  fome  {hare  of  our  belief.  I  have  not 
been  able,  by  any  enquiry,  to  find  out  the  author,  or  the  lady  to  whom, 
it  was  addreifeds  but  I  hope  I  fhall  not  give  offence  to  either  of  them 
by  the  publication;  for  if  the  ftory  is  fictitious,  in  lall  probability  it 
mutt  have  been  defigned  for  the  prefs,  as  it  is  unlikely  any  one  mould 
put  their  invention  on  fo  laborious  a  tafk,  merely  for  their  own 
amufement;  and  if  the  ftory  is  real,  it  is  pity  adventurers  fo  new  and 
entertaining  mould  be  buried  in  oblivion;  ''especially  when  they,  and 
the  reflexions  fcattered  throughout  the  book,  are  as  well  calculated 
for  jnftru&ion  as  amufement. 

THB  AUTHOR  OF  DAVID  SIMPLE. 


INTRO- 


INTRODUCTION. 


YOUR  Ladyfhip  had  little  compaffion,  either  on  yourfelf  or  me,, 
when  you  defired  me  to  write  you  an  exaft  account  of  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  my  life,  and  even  of  my  thoughts ;  or  you  did  not  confider 
the  long  detail  into  which  this  led  me ;  a  detail  too  tedious  for  you  to 
read,  and  difficult  for  me  to  write.  You  exprefsly  defire  to  know  the 
impreffions  I  received,  from  the  firil  view  of  culloms  fo  unlike  what  I 
had  ever  feen,  at  a  time  when  they  are  become  fo  familiar  to  me,  that 
I  almoft  forget  many  of  them  were  ever  otherwife.  But  your  commands 
can  meet  with  nothing  but  an  implicit  obedience  from  me  ;  and  when 
I  mention  the  difficulties  which  may  occur  in  the  execution,  it  is  not 
with  a  defign  of  difputing  them,  but  to  excufe  my  ill  performance  of 
the  tafk. 

You  fay  I  muft  firfl  account  for  the  ignorance  in  which  I  was  edu- 
cated. This  is  obliging  me  to  trouble  your  ladyfhip  with  more  adven- 
tures than  my  own;  and  is  fcarcely  in  order,  fince  it  makes  me  begin 
with  the  relation  of  circumftances  which  I  was  not  acquainted  witla 
till  a  conliderable  time  after  my  hiltory  of  myfelf  will  end.  , 
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VOLUME     THE    FIRST. 


CHAP.     I. 

f^^/^-t  Y  father,  whole  name  was 
*f  y1  Lenox,  was  the  ion  of  a 

^    M    <(     Scotch    nobleman.      His 
jL  \!  future   fortune    depended 

^•>\£,r  on  his  riie  in  the  army, 
wherein  he  was  only  a  cap- 
tain when  he  carried  his  colonel's  daugh- 
ter. The  colonel  was  then  in  the  laft 
llagc  of  a  conf'mi-jtion,  of  which  he  ex- 
pired iu  lefs  than  two  months  after  his 
daughter's  marriage.  Beiides  her,  he 
Lit  another  daughter 5  and  they  equally 
•ihared  four  thoul'and  pound.-;,  which  was 
his  whole  fortune.  My  father  died  in 
the  third  year  of  his  marriage,  leaving 
ins  wife  with  child  of  me.  Her  grief 
for  the  lofs  of  her  hulband  was  lb  great, 
bcr  iriends  feared  it  would  prove  fatal 
both  to  her  and  myfelf :  but,  a  little  be- 
fore the  \ifual  time,  I  entered  the  world 
alive,  contrary  to  their  expectations ;  but 
my  mother  expired  before  the  end  of  her 
•month. 

My  father's  -iViniiy  were  too  far  off 
London,  the  place  of  my  birth,  to 
think  of  lb  poor  nn  orphan  as  myfelf ;  for 
•my  mother's  fortune  was  confidently 
impaired:  and  of  her  fide  I  had  no  near 
relation  but  my  aunt,  to  whofe  care  I  na- 
turally fell,  and  her  humanity  readily 
.undertook  the  office.  My  aunt  was 
*bout  twenty-two  years  old 3  and  was  juft 


then  deferted  by  an  officer  with  \v\wm 
•every  preliminary  of  marriage  was  agreed, 
when  her  father's  death  pr.t  a  ftop  to  it, 
though  he  had  a  better  fortune  .than  is 
common  to  gentlemen  of  his  profefiion. 
It  then  appeared  that  her  charms  had 
lei's  influenced  her  lover  than  the  hopes 
of  obtaining  preferment  by  her  father's 
intereftj  for,  in  r,  Ligned  obedience  to  a 
pretended  command  from  au  uncle,  he 
broke  off  the  match. 

As  my  aunt  had  confented  to  many 
in  compliance  with  her  father's  inclina- 
tion more  than  her  own,  her  indifference 
afforded  her  fufficient  confolation.  Her 
lover'c  behaviour  filled  herwith  contempt; 
and  independence  gave  herpleafure.  But 
this  v/as  not  long  uninterrupted:  fae 
had  beauty  to  -excite  love  j  and  though 
her  undemanding  was  uncommonly 
good,  it  could  not  'render  her  infeniible 
to  the  charms  of  a  young  nobleman, 
who  became  enamoured  of  her.  A  wo- 
man's heart  is  never  in  fo  perilous  a'fitu- 
ation,  as  when  vanity  joins  with  a  lover's 
peiiualions  in  attacking  it.  My  aunt 
at  laft  grew  fo  great  a  Have  to  her  paffion, 
that  ftie  confented  to  a  private  marriage, 
which  her  lover  earneftly  entreated,  as 
the  only  means  of  reconciling  his  impa- 
tient fondnefs  with  the  fear  of  his  father's 
anger. 

Sewn  after  their  marriage,  her  huf- 
band,  who  was  in  the  army,  was  (tatiored 
with  liis  regiment  in  one  of  the  Ameri- 
B  ?  cau 
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can  i {lands.  This  gave  my  aunt  father 
pleafure  than  concern.  While  fhe  had  his 
company,  fhe  could  not  regret  what  fhe 
left  behind  ;  and  as  he  promifed  to  own 
her  as  his  wife  when  he  had  got  fo  far 
out  of  the  obfervation  of  his  father,  her 
only  uneafmefs  was  removed :  for  not. 
withftanding  me  flattered  herfelf  that 
when  her  marriage  mould  be  made  pub- 
lick,  fhefhould  recover  herblafted  repu- 
tation, yet,  though  blinded  with  love  to 
the  utmoft  excels  of  infatuation,  fhe  was 
mortified  at  the  wounds  which  prefent 
fecrefy  made  in  her  character.  I  was 
the  partner  of  her  voyage,  and  we  ar- 
rived fafe  at  our  deftined  port. 

In  this  place  we  lived  till  I  was  two 
years  old ;  my  aunt  happy  that  the  fole 
endeavour  of  her  life,  which  was  to  pleai'e 
her  hufband,  fucceeded  fo  well :  for 
though  his  pafllon  was  vifibly  abated, 
yet  ftillhe  was  eal'y,  good-humoured,  and 
affectionate.  But  one  fatal  day  deprived 
her  of  this  felicity.  After  receiving  a 
packet  from  England,  me  perceived  him 
thoughtful  and  uneafy :  fearing  fome 
misfortune  had  befallen  him,  me  preiied 
to  know  the  occafion  ;  but  the  more  ear- 
>\eftly  fhe  urged  it,  the  more  gloomy  he 
appeared.  Two  or  three  days  paffe.l  in 
this  manner ;  which  were  molt  afflicting 
to  her,  who  only  lived  in  his  fmiles.  The 
fecrel'y  he  obferved  made  her  apprehend 
that  the  new;;  particularly  concerned  her- 
felf ;  and,  judging  of  hii  heart  by  her 
own,  imagined  his  great  pain  was  how 
to  impart  it  to  her,  and  to  fupport  her 
under  it.  Seufible  that  while  he  was  well, 
nothing  could  make  her  wretched,  her 
ctefire  of  relieving  his  uneafmefs  was 
greater  than  her  fear  of  any  impending 
evil  which  her  imagination  could  repre- 
fent ;  and  finding  fome  invention  was 
necefifary  to  cofcie  at  the  knowledge  of 
what  he  would  not  difcover,  me  contrived 
to  get  at  the  letters  he  had  lalt  received 
fr^m  England,  happy  in  the  thoughts  of 
putting  an  end  to  his  concern,  by  Ihew- 
ing  him  how  well  fhe  could  fupport  any 
misfortune  while  bleflfed  \vith  his  tender 
regard. 

In  th:s  temper  of  mind,  fhe  opened  the 
only  letter  he  had  not  communicated  to 
I'.e r ;  already  prepared  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  effects  of  a  curiofity,  which,  if 
ever  it  can  be,  was  fo  in  this  cafe,  latula- 
Mc  5  and  to  fhew  her  affection  by  her 
courage  and  compofure :  but  what  was 
her  f  'iprize  vvhca  flit  read  the  following 


'  "P\O  not  imagine  I  am  going  to  re- 
^-^  '  proach  the  man  whole  perfidi- 
oufnefs  I  muft  ever  delpiic  :  that  office 
I  leave  to  your  own  conlcience,  which 
muft  long,  without  my  awakening  it, 
have  performed  this  duty,  though  it's 
admonitions  have  had  no  effect  on  him 
who  can  break  through  all  ties  divine 
and  human.  I  am  above  complaining 
of  injuries  I  can  avenge ;  and  only 
write  to  inform  you,  that  Iwill  acquaint 
your  father  with  onrmarriage  and  your 
lubfequent  behaviour,  unlei's  you  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this  declare 
it  to  him,  and  do  me  the  jultice  for 
which  I  patiently  waited,  till  your  neg- 
lect of  me,  and  attachment  to  the 
ftrumpet  who  now  mares  your  bed, 
changed  all  my  love  into  rage  and  re- 
fentment,  Think  not  to  intimidate 
me  with  the  effects  of  your  father's 
anger;  his  pride  cannot  inflict  any 
thing  fo  cruel  as  your  faithlefs  ingra- 
titude has  made  me  fuffer.  My  cha- 
racter will  be  cleared,  and  my  injuries 
revenged  5  which  are  the  wilhes  nearcft 
the  heart  of  your  mud. -injured wife,' 

Your  lady/hip  will  eafijy  believe,  that 
no  diihrefs  could  exceed  what  my  aunt 
felt  at  the  perulal  of  this  fatal  letter.  It 
was  long  before  her  grief  and  aftonilh- 
ment  would  fuffer  her  to  go  through  the 
whole;  frequently  was  Hie  obliged  to  leave 
off,  and  give  vent  to  her  paflions,  which 
for  fome  time  rendered  her  unable  to 
proceed,  when  every  line  teemed  armed 
%vith  frcfh  daggers  to  pierce  her  foul. 
My  uncle  did  not  come  home  the  whole 
day ;  and  fhe  employed  the  time  of  his 
abience,  after  the  firft  bnrft  of  her  grief 
was  abated,  in  obtaining  a  command 
over  herfelf,  and  a  compofure  of  beha- 
viour which  might  conceal  her  know- 
ledge of  his  treachery  till  flie  could  get 
into  her  hands  the  anfwer  to  this  letter, 
from  whence  fhe  fhould  more  certainly 
judge  of  the  truth  of  the  affair.  She  was 
not  long  obliged  to  put  this  cruel  foice 
upon  herfelf;  a  (hip  was  to  fail  for  Kng-* 
land  in  two  days,  and  the  difpalches  de- 
figncd  to  go  by  it  were  to  be  fent  the  day 
before.  My  aunt  had  laid  her  plan, 
and  it  fvuctvded.  But  the  gratification  of 
her  curiofity  was  to  he  always  painful  to 
her.  With  far  different  fentiments  from 
thole  with  which  me  opened  the  former 
letter,  fhe  now  broke  the  feal  of  her  huf- 
band's  ;  though  yet  a  ray  of  hope  mono 
upon  hu  afflicted  mind,  'and  told  her  that 
poflibly 
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pofiibly  he  might  not  be  fo  guilty  as  the 
other  had  painted  him :  but  this  finall 
and  flattering  coniblation  was  loon  extin- 
guiflied  by  reading  the  contents,  which 
were  as  follow. 

4  /"^AN  fo  much  cruelty  and  beauty 
^  '  dwell  together?  and  can  the  un- 
avoidable conlequcnces  ot  an  afflicting 
abfence  extiaguifh  the  remains  of  love 
in  that  once  fond  bread  ?  My  own 
ruin  I  would  fmile  at,  if  it  gave  you 
pleafure,  did  not  yours  depend  upon 
it.  V/iil  you  blatl  all  my  endeavours 
towards  raifing  you  to  a  fple'ndid  for- 
tune, by  an  untimely  difcovery?  I 
fliall  foon  leave  this  place:  Hay  then, 
my  angel,  but  till  my  return  to  Eng- 
land, and  1  will  acknowledge  you  as 
the  choice  of  my  heart;  and  my  en- 
treaties, united  with  the  force  of  your 
charms,  fliall  make  a  haughty  father 
confefs  you  were  made  to  adorn  the 
rank  which  avarice  might  wifh  to  rc- 
fufe  you.  That  my  fmcerity,  in  one 
great  point,  may  prove  the  confidence 
you  may  venture  to  have  in  my  word, 
I  frankly  confel's  I  have  a  woman  here; 
but  (Tie  is  only  the  amufement  of  my 
idle  moments,  while*  all  my  ferious 
hours  are  fpent  in  lamenting  your  ab- 
fence,  and  ftudying  your  advancement. 
I  cannot  defend  the  inconftancy  of  my 
actions;  but  my  heart  has  never  waver- 
ed. Let  youth,  and  this  forced  fepa- 
ration  from  you,  plead  in  my  favour  ; 
and  incline  you  to  forgive  the  man  who 
henceforward  will  live  only  for  you, 
and  be  ever  your  moft  tenderly-affec- 
tionate huiband.' 


CHAP.     II. 

IV  /FY  aunt,  now  convinced  of  her  niif- 
.LVJ.  fortune,  and  fpurred  on  by  refent- 
ment,  carried  the  two  letters  to  the  go- 
vernor, and  threw  herfelf  under  his  pro- 
tection. As  foon  as  her  luifband  be- 
came acquainted  with  all  that  had  pafled, 
he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  her  that  his 
letter  was  Framed  to  pacify  a  dtfperate 
woman,  for  whom  he  never  had  but  a 
childifh  fondnefs,  which  ended  with  all 
his  other  boyim  fancies;  butthaUo  gain 
his  prefent  purpofe,  he  was  reduced  to 
jprofefs  to  her  the  fentiments  he  only  re- 
tained for  my  aunt.  He  allured  her  that, 
on  his  returrnto  Englucd,  he  would  hvve 


their  marriage  ratified,  and  prove  the 
orher  woman's  claim  was  not  legal :  of 
the  falfehood  of  this,  his  letter  was  4 
fufticient  teftimony.  My  aunt,  though 
fhe  had  at  firil  fulfered  the  imputation, 
could  not  bear  the  reality  of  Vice:  (lie 
abiblutely  refilled  to  return  to  a  houfe 
where  Virtue  would  no  longer  permit 
her  to  inhabit.  She  demanded  her  for- 
tune and  mine,  which  had  been  put  into 
his  hands :  but  only  five  hundred  pounds 
remained  unfpent ;  that,  by  the  gover- 
nor's authority  and  influence,  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  her. 

With  this  little  firm,  my  aunt  deter- 
mined to  fly  all  hirman  kind.  Deprived 
of  the  object  of  her  affections,  her  peace, 
and  reputation,  what  charms  could  the 
world  have  for  her  ?  She  would  relinquish 
all  at  once;  and  left  the  country,  with  no 
companion  but  myfelf,  in  fearch  of  a  re- 
treat far  from  the  fight  of  human  kind. 
We  landed  in  the  werh  My  aunt's  ro- 
mantick  delpair  led  her  into  Wales; 
where  me  found  a  fmall  cottage,  fituatec! 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  commanding  a 
beautiful,  though  a  wild  and  mountain- 
ous, profpect.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill 
was  a'delightful  valley;  to  which,  from 
our  cottage,  we  were  led  by  a  fine  grove 
of  trees :  on  the  fide  of  the  grove  ran  a 
clear  brook,  with  feveral  fmall  cafcades 
intermixed,  defccnding  into  the  valley  j 
where  it  flowed,  in  beautiful  meanders, 
till  it  loft  itfelf  in  a  little  wood.  This 
place  was  too  well  fuited  to  a  love-fick 
defpair  not  to  excite  my  aunt's  envy. 
She  went  to  it,  and  found  it  inhabited  by 
an  old  man,  and  two  young  women,  his 
daughters.  She  offered  him  whatever 
price  lie  would  require,  if  he  could  be 
tempted  to  fell  it.  His  daughters,  pre- 
ferring the  human  fpecies  to  the  vegeta- 
ble creation,  had,  for  above  a  year,  bee;i 
endeavouring  to  prevail  on  the  old  mail 
to  leave  a  cottage  which  was  fituated  above 
twenty  miles  diftantfrom  any  other  houfe: 
their  fuccefs  continued  doubtful,  when 
my  aunt's  oiier  added  weight  to  their  i 
perfuafions.  That  one  found  of  a  little 
more  than  the  value  will  tempt  an  eld 
man  to  fell  every  remaining  bleffing. 
Avarice,  in  the  ufe  of  life,  abfbrbs  all 
other  paffions.  It  is  no  wonder,  there- 
fore, if  fo  flrong  a  motive,  united  with 
the  earnefl:  endeavours  of  the  two  girls, 
procured  my  aunt  the  fnccefs  flic  wiflied. 
The  greateft  part  of  our  little  pittance 
was  J;iid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  this  cot- 
tage, 
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tage,  a.  garden  belonging  to  it,  the  adja- 
cent grove,  all  the  paiture- land,  with  the 
Ejcats  it  fed,  and  ibme  poultry.  My 
aunt,  beiides  neceflaries  tor  herielf  and 
me,  carried  leveral  hooks,  materials  for 
writing,  and  for  various  kinds  of  work. 
The  impatience  of  the  old  man's  daugh- 
ters conquered  the  tedioulhefs  of  age  j 
and  my  aunt  got  into  full  poiTeiiion  of 
her  little  purchaie,  without  more  delay 
than  was  neceiTary  for  her  to  learn  to 
milk  her  goats,  and  the  other  parts  of 
rural  biiimefs,  fo  new  to  her.  When  the 
former  inhabitants  left  the  place,  and 
my  aunt  uuv  nothing  about  her  but  the 
animals  to  whom  fus  was  to  give  her 
care  and  attendance,  and  from  whom  fiie 
was  to  receive  the  grateful  return  of  flip-, 
port  and  fuftenance,  except  myfelf,  then 
as  ignorant  of  evil,  and  almoft  as  dumb, 
as  they,  (he  began  to  enjoy  a  greater 
compoi'ure  of  fpirits :  defpair  was  Ibften- 
ed  into  melancholy;  and  air,  exerdle, 
and  all -healing  time,  by  degrees  allevi- 
ated her  forrows,  and  at  length  railed 
her  to  content  and  tranquillity.  My 
aunt's  firlt  amufement  was  the  adorning 
ber  cottage :  it  was  her  la  ft  likewise ;  for 
flie  was  continually  ornamenting  it  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  flie  ftaid  there ;  talcing 
•  plcafure  in  beautifying  it,  though  no  one 
was  likely  to  behold  either  her  or  her  ha- 
bitation. The  care  of  my  education  ibon 
mared  her  leifure ;  and,  in  fine,  became 
her  principal  employment.  But,  defn  ous 
not  to  leffen  my  innocence  and  Simplicity, 
while  (he  dilpelled  my  ignorance,  file 
gave  me  no  account  ot  the  manners  and 
cuitoms  of  a  people  with  whom  fne  hoped 
I  ihould  never  have  any  intercourfe.  The 
books  fhe  had  brought  into  Wr.l  s  were 
chiefly  books  of  divinity,  and  fuch  hif- 
tories  as  ferved  to  enlarge  and  inltrucl 
the  mind  of  the  reader,  without  inform- 
ing him  of  the  exigence  of  vices,  which 
a  pure  imagination,  untaught  by  obfer- 
vation  aud  experience,  cannot  represent 
to  itfelf.  My  aunt  fo  artfully  diverlifu.d 
my  employments,  that,  fond  as  I  was  of 
:  :i'invi,  I  h;ul  not  perilled  all  her  little 
library  when  I  Jef.t  this  folitr.d,e,  where  I 
could  forever  have  contentedly  remained. 
My  aunt's  tender  affection,  and  renibn- 
abie  indulgent,  filled  i.iy  hi  a  it,  and  la- 
tisfied  my  deli  res.  We  made  .our  night.; 
M  rv  liiuit  ;  ;'.D.!  yet  our  days  \yeix;  never 
t»o  long.  The  vernal  be lutics  of  the  finer 
Jeafons  charmed  our  t-.yes;  the  tuneful 
•chuir  of  buds  enchanted  our  curs  j  and 


both  united  to  raife  our  contemplation*. 
to  their  Creator.  We  were  grateful  for 
general  rleflings;  not  lefs  e'fecmed  by  us 
for  being  common  to  all  mankind  \  we 
wanted  no  partial  favours.  Wefawmucli 
to  admire,  much  to  rejoice  in,  and  no- 
thing to  envy. 


CHAP.     III. 

IN  this  happy  tranquillity  I  lived  witk 
my  aunt,  lill  one  e .  cuing  that  we  wera 
juft  returned  from  walking  by  c  r  litrl* 
brook,  and  admiriog  the  reflexion  of  the 
moon,  then  at  the  full,  ;;•> .Iwhi  ii,  iliin- 
ing  on  the  water,  '  a  ne.v  iur.vi;,'!  in  it'i 
'  fair  boibm  (hewed.'  Before  we  c.         ! 
the  houie,  we  were  greatly  aTuonifhed  to 
lv;ar  a  human  voice ;  a  found  fo  rh'ange 
to  us,  that  we  could  net  i'ufficiently  re- 
cover our  fiu-pii/.c  to  return  an  aniwer  to, 
the  call.    Nor  was  our 
feeing  ourfelves   accofted  by  a   •> 
gentle-man  whole  cloalhs  ov..i!ic'i. 
gentle  lulrre  of  the  nice;  ,  at  ]e:.  -  t 
fo  vmaccuftomed  as  mine  ti  . 
plaineil  drefs.  At  firir,  {in  p.>  • 
me  to  the  ground;  bur  .  to  re- 

cover  from  the  fi'.    !•  •••.,  the 

firft  elTeil  of  my  abated  fer.r  was  to  fly, 
from  this  ftrange  phantom,  for  fuch  it 
appeared  to  me.  I  was  <.i>- cling  my 
trembling  Itcps  to  the  houie,  when  the 
lh-nv'.-i.T,  with  ac -t:v .  s  of  the  greatefl 
carac.tneis  and diilrefs, ciiedout — '  Slay, 
'  beauteous  angei ! — ilay1.'  Whether  the 
harmony  of  his  voi-e,  or  the  fweetnefs 
of  the  flattering  appellation,  was  molt 
powerful,  I  know  not ;  but  my  feet 
flackened  their  pace ;  and  locking  round, 
I  faw  him  bending  towards  me  in  th« 
molt  fupplin  t  poiture,  with  geftures, 
which  I  thought  nlmolt  prophane  to  ad- 
drefs  to  a  mortal  being:  yet  was  tbc 
humility  not  dilpleafmg.  The  moon 
mone  full  upon  him,  .;;v.l  was  brigui 
enough  to  fliew  me  a  tace,  which,  not- 
witl-lTanding  tlnvilc  v:iniiy,  tiie  onlf 
innate  jvinciplc  for  which  I  contend, 
feemed  to  me  far  more  beautiful  than 
my  own :  a  tnmicendcncy  that  before  I 
could  not  conceive,  having  had  no  op- 
portunity of  comparing  mylelf  with  any 
thing  but  my  aunt's  faded  charms,  woni 
with  agi ,  and  blalted  by  misfortune^ 
Nor  was  my  admiration  confiiu-d  to  tlie 
lii-angtr's  countenance:  in  liis  pLifon 
appeared  tlut  elegant  proportion,  il\:ii 
delicacy 
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delicacy  blended  with  dignity,  of  which 
the  mind  can  judge  without  rule  or  com- 
panion. It  is  not  furprizing  that,  as  I 
had  never  feen  any  of  my  own  fpecies 
but  my  aunt,  and  a  few  times  an  old 
inan,  who  had  been  at  our  houfe  on  oc- 
cafions  necefiary  to  our  rural  life,  I 
fhould  be  (truck  with  beauty  which  I 
have  not  feen  equalled  fince  I  lived  in 
the  midft  of  mankind,  and  which  had 
no  bad  foil  in  the  harm  grotefque  fea- 
tures of  a  Swifs  attendant,  who  at  that 
time  accompanied  him.  My  aunt,  with 
a  politenei's  ill  agreeing  with  our  rural 
appearance,  addreffed  the  ftranger ;  who 
informed  us,  that,  having  made  a  vifit 
to  an  acquaintance  on  the  borders  of 
Wales,  th"  «;e  of  the  country  had  Ib 
channed  I:  <y  it's  wild  and  natural 
beauties,  th.  -  he  had  been  tempted  to 
fpend  a  little  time  in  viewing  more  of  it ; 
accordingly  he  left  his  friend's  houfe  two 
«lays  before,  and  travelled  where  his  fancy 
kd  him,  without  having  been  under  any 
difficulty  for  neceffary  accommodations 
till  then.  Finewoods,andwindingrivers, 
had  attracted  him  to  fome  diftance  from 
the  road ;  and  he  had  purfued  the  way 
thofe  beauties  led  him,  without  having 
1'een  even  an  inhabited  hut  fmce  morn- 
ing ;  but  had  not  till  then  given  up  the 
expectation:  when  finding  that,  in  an 
extenfive  profpect,  his  eye  could  difcover 
no  houfe  but  ours,  he  was  induced  to 
apply  to  our  hofpitality  for  a  little  re- 
fremment;  not  imagining  that,  by  doing 
to,  he  mould  behold  charms  that  not 
only  furpafled  all  the  rural  beauties  which 
had  captivated  his  fancy,  but  the  moft 
admirable  part  of  the  creation;  liich  as 
mult  for  ever  make  him  forget  that 
Wales,  or  even  the  world,  contained  any 
other  treafure. 

Flattery  was  fo  new  to  me,  that  I  did 
not  underltand  myfelf  to  be  the  treafure 
he  meant ;  though  his  eyes,  which  (poke 
.  Nature's  language,  (an  univerfal  dialeft 
wherein  even  the  ivage  can  want  no 
inlh-u6tion)  told  his  admiration  in  terms 
more  intelligible  to  iimple  Nature's  fcho- 
lar.  But  my  aunt's  care  informed  me  of 
the  full  extent  of  his  expreffions :  no  un- 
common^ effect  of  prudery,  which  often 
discovers  more  than  the  moft  confum- 
mate  aflurance.  With  a  look  of  indig- 
nation— '  Fye,  Sir!'  laid  Hie.  '  Can  you 
*  expe<5l  hofpitality  from  us,  when  you, 
'  with  more  than  favage  cruelty,  endea- 
'  vour  to  pervert,  with  pernicious  flat- 


'  teiy,  a  mind  hitherto  educated  in  pu- 
c  rity  and  truth  ?' 

This  rebuke,  and  the  ftranger' s  de- 
fence of  himfelf,  which  greatly  mcreafed 
the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  (for  it  was 
only  begging  pardon  for  the  Hidden  effect 
made  on  his  fenfes  by  the  m,oit  ftriking 
beauty  he  had  ever  beheld)  left  me  no 
longer  in  doubt  for  the  application  of 
his  compliment :  but  I  could  not  find  in 
myfelf  any  fparks  of  my  aunt's  relent- 
ment.  Her's,  however,  was  pacified  by 
the  gentleman's  aflurances  of  reftraining 
his  fentiments  within  the  bounds  of 
filence :  and  after  many  entreaties,  in 
which  I  at'latt  joined,  (iurprized  to  find 
morofenefs  and  want  of  benevolence  in 
a  temper  which  I  before  thought  all  gen- 
tlenefs,  love,  arid  compaffion)  me  was 
prevailed  upon  to  admit  the  itranger  into 
our  cottage. 

If  he  was  fo  fufceptible  of  wonder,  or 
fin-prized  at  the  light  of  a  pretty  woman, 
it  is  not  extraordinary  that  he  fliould  be 
very  fincerely  aftonifhed  at  entering  a 
little  hovel,  and  finding  in  it  neat  rooms, 
turniihed  with  the  greateft  elegance,  and 
fo  much  in  character,  that  even  the  em- 
broidery of  the  chairs,  curtains,  bed,  &c. 
was  in  a  rural  tafte;  and  every  part  of 
the  houfe  ornamented  with  things  for 
which  we  had  been  indebted  purely  to 
Nature ;  and  fo  peculiarly  difpofed  as  to 
excel  all  the  efforts  of  ait :  ncr  had  the 
outfide  of  the  houfe,  the  garden,  and  the 
reft  of  our  little  territory,  been  neglecled. 
The  ftranger,  to  whom  I  think  I  mult, 
to  avoid  circumlocution,  already  give 
his  title,  and  call  him  Lord  Dorchelter, 
though  I  knew  it  not  at  that  time,  was 
amazed  beyond  defcription  on  en  terms; 
the  houfe.  He  began  by  an  exclamation 
which  made  my  aunt  fmile ;  and  I  found 
me  did  not  think  compliments  fo  dan- 
gerous when  applied  to  horfelf,  as  when 
her  darling  niece  was  the  fubjeft  of  them. 
But  I  muft  do  her  the  iultice  to  own, 
that  the  more  places  I  have  fcen  which 
the  art  of  man  has  been  exhaufted  to 
adorn,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that, 
on  this  fubjeft,  no  expreflions  could  ex- 
ceed what  her  ingenuity  juitly  deferved. 
Sallads,  milk,  and  eggs,  were  all  our 
houfe  afforded :  thele  we  let  before  our 
gueft, -with  a  cleanlinefs  and  fimplicity, 
the  novelty  of  which  del'ghted  him ;  and 
with  truth  he  declared,  that  the  white- 
nefs  of  our  wooden  -  bo-.vls  and  platters 
fcarcely  weiv  excelled  by  the  linen  they 


OPHELIA. 


were  upon ;  and  were,  in  his  opinion,  far 
preferable  to  filver  or  china.  The  fame 
compliment  he  made  to  the  frefhnefs  and 
fweetnefs  of  our  fare ;  of  which,  though 
he  might  well'  be  fuppofed  hungry,  we 
could  not  for  a  long  time  get  him  to 
talte,  his  attention  was  fo  entirely  en- 
crofled  by  all  the  wonders,  as  he  exprtfled 
it,  around  him.  He  afked  xis  feme  quef- 
tions  concerning  our  way  of  life.  I  was 
ib  ftruck  with  the  novelty  of  the  adven- 
ture, and  fo  abafhed  with  the  prefence  of 
3.  ftranger,  and  his  continual  gazing  at 
me,  that  I  was  quite  dumb ;  but  my 
aunt  freely  anivvered  him :  and  as  our 
actions  were  too  innocent  to  require  con- 
cealment,  he  received  full  fatisfaelion. 
He  made  my  aunt  fome  compliments  on 
her  good  fcnfe  and  reafon;  declared  the 
admiration  her  way  of  life  had  excited 
in  him ;  and  added,  with  a  1'milc,  that, 
if  me  would  excufe  him,  he  rnuil  iuil 
obferve,  that  {he  had  abated  his  alio- 
nifhment  at  finding  fuch  a  heavenly  fom 
in  that  place,  fmce  he  now  \indei  flood 
her  niece  to  be  no  more  than  one  might 
expect :  for,  from  angelick  food,  an 
angelick  life,  angeliek  innocence,  ar.d 
the  wife  and  virtuous  inftrucHons  of  a 
parent  of  more  than  human  underftand- 
ing  and  conduct,  how  could  lei's  excel- 
lence be  expected?  He  found  that  the 
uniting  my  aunt  in  his  compliment 
\vould  not  excufc  it ;  fha  knit  her  brow, 
and  awed  him  with  filence  on  that  fub- 
je£t :  but  his  eyes  became  fo  much  more 
eloquent  for  the  rcfrraint  laid  on  his 
tongue,  that  my  confullon  was  incx- 
^reflible. 

His  curiofity  was  fo  happily  tempered 
with  politenefs,  that  though  he  at  lalt  en- 
quired how  a  peribn,  whole  qualifica- 
tions Ihewed  her  to  have  been  bred  where 
every  improvement  of  tafte  and  midcr- 
f:;ui(!ing  was  to  be  acquired,  firrt  cuir.c 
fixed  in  fuch  a  folitude,  fo  little  imper- 
tinence appeared  in  the  reoueft,  that  my 
aunt,  though  me  concealed  the  circum- 
itances,  gave  him  fuch  a  general  ac- 
count, as  ferved  at  luait  to  quitt  his  cu- 
riofity. The  greatelt  part  of  the  night 
v/as  fpent  in  converiation  :  but  at  length, 
fny  auut,  in  companion  for  the  fatigue 
her  gutft  had  undergone,  oficrctl  him 
our  bed,  the  only  one  our  '.ottage  con- 
tained ;  but  he  infilled  on  our  kvepin^ 
it  j  and  afluring  us  he  conid  fufficiently 
ixpofc  hirnfelf  en  a  couch  that  tlood  in  the 
room  where  \vc  ihu;  v.vre,  we  kit  liim 

It  :~..  : 
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AFTER  a  moit  fleep,  riling  to  our 
morning's  employments,  we  found 
Lord  Dorchelter  up  befoie  us,  and  tm- 
plo)red  in  examining  our  library. 

My  aunt  expreficd  her  concern  at  not 
having  had  fufh'cient  conveniencies  to  af- 
ford his  lordfliip  the  neceflary  reirefh- 
mcnt  the  night  required.  He  alfurcd  her, 
that  was  not  the  reaibn  of  her  finding  him 
waking  ;  but  that  his  ipirits  were  fo  agi- 
tated with  furpme  and  pleafure,  ariiing 
from  fo  extraordinary  an  adventure,  as 
he  eltccmcii  the  finding  two  peffons  whom 
his  imagination  continually  rtprefentedas 
the  divinities  prtfiding  ever  that  charm- 
ing country,  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  compofe  hiim'elf  tortfl  :  adding,  that, 
at  the  dawn  of  day.  he  arofe  to  admire 
new  wonders,  which  he  muft  call  fo  va- 
luable a  collection  of  books,  whole  merit 
made  up  for  the  fmallnefs  of  their  num- 
ber ;  but  more  full  the  extracts  from 
and  the  obfervations  upon  them,  which 
he  imagined  were  done  by  me,  from 
feme  link  corn.  ct  ions  in  another  fine 
hand,  which  it<  mtd  to  have  been  th« 
model  of  that  wherein  thole  tranfcripts 
and  obfervations  were  wi  itt  en  .  The  con- 
fuiion this  gave  me  leverely  punilhed 
my  negligence,  in  not  having  removed 
my  miserable  performances  into  another 
room.  He  foon  made  us  underftand,  by 
Icme  polite  compliments,  that  he  had 
examined  into  all  the  papers;  among 
'which  were  many  thort  eliayson  fubieels 
my  aunt  had  given  me  as  exercifes  for 
my  understanding,  arrd  feveral  things  of 
that  fort,  which  had  lcr\»d  as  a  piof.t- 
able  empIoymeBt,  or  an  amufement  for 
Our  lei!',  re  hours. 

His  lordihip  defired  we  wouki  permit 
him  to  accompany  us  in  tht  bufmefs  which 
called  for  our  attendance  at  that  time. 
ut  with  us  tfi  our  goats,  our  poul- 
try, ar.d  through  all  our  domeftick  cares. 
We  then  fhewed  him  our  garden,  grove, 
&c.  Thetk-gance  and  order  with  which 
1  iitv  were  dilpofed,  t  IIP.I  ir.ed  him  as  much 
as  the  ingenuity  that  adorned  them.  The 
feats,  the  bowers,  the  niltick  ornaments 
at  the  outfide  of  the  houfc,  cxcittd  hi$ 
r.dmiratiiin.  At  our  return,  he  1 
leave  to  ilay  with  us  till  the  ne>: 
tl-.at  lie  might  have  time  to  come  a  littie 
to  hi*  fi.  TV'-  ;  fr-r  tint  he  could  k 

:iil  i:e  had  fcen  was  any  thing  but 
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My  aunt  had  preferred  fo  much  of  her 
refentrnent  againft  the  lex,  and  was  fo 
greatly  alarmed  at  every  hour  I  fpent 
with  one  fo  amiable,  that  he  could  ob- 
tain no  other  permiffion  than  what  lie 
might  gather  from  her  filence.  He  put 
his  own  conftruclion  upon  it,  and  then 
acled  accordingly.  My  bamfulnefs  wear- 
ing off  by  degrees,  during  the  courfe  of 
that  day,  I  got  courage  to  join  in  the 
converfation ;  and  muft  confefs,  I  never 
thought  the  gift  of  fpeech,  peculiarly  be- 
llowed on  man,  fo  great  a  bleffing.  My 
aunt,  notwithstanding  all  her  prejudices, 
I  could  fee  was  pleated  with  our  gueft; 
his  juftnefs  of  thought,  his  elegance  of 
expreffion,  and  the  livelinefs  of  his  ima- 
gination, afforded  us  the  higheft  enter- 
tainment. I  have  fmce  been  told,  that 
my  aunt  would  not  fuffer  him  to  ftay, 
but  on  condition  that  he  flaould  fay  no- 
thing which  might  tend  to  leflen  my  ig- 
norant fimplicity,  having  taken  an  oppor- 
tunity, upon  my  leaving  the  room,  of 
acquainting  him  with  her  reafons  for 
bringing  me  up  in  a  happy  ignorance  of 
evil,  which  flie  hoped  would  never  be  dif- 
pelled.  He  then  reprefented  to  her  the 
impoffibility  of  my  continuing  my  whole 
life  in  that  folitude,  tinlefs,  contrary  to  the 
courfe  of  nature,  I  fhould  die  before  her; 
urged  the  cruelty  of  fecluding  me  from 
the  pleafures  I  might  enjoy,  and  from  the 
univerfal  adoration  to  which  my  peribn, 
he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  entitled  me ;  and, 
to  ftrengthen  his  arguments,  offered  my 
aunt  any  afliftance  of  fortune,  if  want  of 
it  had  been  her  inducement  for  flying 
from  mankind.  She  replied,  that  was  a 
generofity  for  which  fuch  fimplicity  as 
mine  might  thank  him,  but  a  perfon  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  world  as  herfelf, 
would  doubt  what  gratitude  it  deferved, 
but  muft  refufe  it  without  hefitation.  Of 
this  conversation  I  could  not  then  have 
the  leaft  fufpicion;  and  fo  well  did  he 
obey  the  inftruftious  he  had  received,  that 
I  got  no  knowledge,  though  much  amufe- 
ment,  by  his  ftay  with  us.  At  night  he 
again  took  up  with  his  couch;  and  if  the 
dejcclion  which  appeared  in  his  counte- 
nance the  next  day  might  be  believed,  he 
had  not  enjoyed  more  reft  on  it  than  the 
night  before;  but  finding  it  improper  to 
intrude  himfelf  any  longer  upon  us, 
about  noon  he  took  his  leave,  which  he 
often  attempted  before  he  could  execute ; 
and,  at  laft,  he  could  not  do  it  without 
the  greateft  appearance  of  force  on  his  in- 
clinations. At  parting,  he  laid  afide  his 


fear  of  my  aunt's  anger,  and  took  fo  ten- 
der a  farewel  of  me,  mixing  fuch  very 
high  flattery  with  his  affectionate  ex- 
preflions,  as  then  rendered  me  incapable 
of  returning  any  anfwer;  and  now  pre- 
vents my  repeating  them.  While  he  re- 
gretted being  obliged  to  bid  me  eternally 
adieu,  a  few  tears  ftole  down  his  face, 
and  melted  me  fo  much,  that  I  was  almolt 
ready  to  accompany  them  with  fome  of 
mine.  He  looked  back,  till  diirance  de- 
priving us  of  each  other's  fight,  I  grew 
penfive;  and  I  remember  my  aunt  feemed 
difturbed  at  it.  She  endeavoured  to  amufe 
my  thoughts ;  but  they  were  entirely  en- 
grafted by  the  ftranger.  \Vhatever  i'ub- 
je£t  me  began,  the  converfation  was  im- 
mediately turned  to  him.  I  own  my 
former  amufennents  became  lei's  ;;!eaiir^ 
to  me;  I  found  lefs  attention  to  what  I 
read,  lefs  joy  in  the  vernal  beauties  which 
before  delighted  me,  and  innocently  told 
my  aunt  the  change  I  felt;  who,  win  a 
melancholy,  though  a  gentle  forgiving 
air,  laid,  Hie  perceived  her  company  was 
not  fo  fumcientto  my  happinefs,  as  mine 
was  to  her's. 

This  kind  reproach  had  the  defigned 
effecl :  it  firft  rendered  me  filent  on  the 
fubjeft;  and,  making  me  think  myfelf 
ungrateful  in  not  returning  an  equal  af- 
feclion,  I  took  my  heart  fo  feverely  to 
taik,  that  I  conquered,  or  thought  I  had 
conquered,  this  fudden  attachment,  and 
was  reftorcd  to  my  tranquillity,  enjoying 
all  the  charms  of  our  folitude,  in  lefs  than 
two  monti.!,  after  Lord  Dorchefter's  de- 
parture. This  viftory  was  ufelefs  ;  for 
my  deftiny  had  decreed  that  I  mould  not 
abide  there  much  longer. 


CHAP.    V. 

ON  the  evening  of  a  very  hot  day,  I 
accompanied  my  aunt  to  ?.  feat  we 
had  placed  under  the  fpreading  fhade  of 
a  venerable  oak.  The  frefhnefs  of  the 
air  made  us  unwilling  to  leave  it;  and, 
with  no  other  light  than  what  the  twink- 
ling ftars  afforded  us,  we  fat  finding  of 
hymns,  infpired  by  true  gratitude  for 
the  bleffings  we  enjoyed;  when  fuddenly 
we  were  furprized  with  the  found  of  the 
trampling  of  horfes.  My  aunt  immedi- 
ately fhrieked  out,  caught  my  hand,  and 
we  Were  running  with  our  utmoft  fpeed 
to  our  cottage,  when  I  felt  fome  one  k\?e 
me,  but  it  was  too  dark  to  diftinguifli  the 
face  oi"  the  perfon.  My  poor  aunt  kept 
C  faft 
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faft  hold  of  me;  begged,  entreat 
nfed  every  argument  to  prevail  on  him  to 
Jet  me  go;  we  both  kneeled  to  him,  ihc 
befeeching  his  companion,  I  joining  in 
the  ftippliant  pofrure ;  but  moi  e  aftVighted 
with  the  terror  in  which  I  ("aw  her,  than 
with  any  danger  I  could  apprehend,  had 
not  power  to  ipeak ;  a;  :t!y  fur- 

prized  to  hear  her  addrel's  him  ds  our  late 
gueft,  reproaching  him  with  cruelty,  in- 
gratitude, and  the  greateft  breach  of  hof- 
pitnlity,  in  thr.s  returning  the  recqition 
we  had  given  him .  I  couid  not  imagine 
how  (he  could  fufpecT:  him  of  an  a£tion 
that  deferved  fuch  imputations;  I  thought 
it  impoffible  he  fliould  be  guilty  of  any 
bad  thing,  or  that  he  who  feemed  to  have 
conceived  a  greater  affeclion  for  me  than 
I  could  account  for,  in  fo  (hort  a  time, 
fhouid  wim  to  do  me  f»  irreparable  an 
injury,  as  feparating  me  from  my  beloved 
and  tender  aunt,  which  I  now  found  was 
the  intention  of  the  perfon  who  held  me. 
She  has  fince  faid  that  Hie  perceived 
Lord  Dorchefler's  paffion  for  me  to  be  fo 
violent,  that  from  the  time  of  his  de- 
parture, (he  had  beenapprehenfiveof  Tome 
ill  efle&s  from  it,  and  had  never  got  a 
dread  off  her  1  pi i its:  this  made  her  im- 
mediately attribute  the  prefent  attempt  to 
him.  But  how  could  I,  ignorant  of  the 
force  of  an  unruly  paffion,  fufpeft  it ! 
My  aunt's  refiftance  and  mine  no  longer 
availed  than  till  another  perfon  came  up, 
who  forced  her  to  let  me  go;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  exclamations  of  fear  and 
diftrefs  which  we  both  uttered,  one  of 
them  took  me  in  his  arms,  and  letting 
me  before  him  on  horieback,  rode  away 
as  faft  as  the  intricacy  of  the  way  would 
permit  him. 

At  firft  my  terror  rendered  me  almoft 
fenfelefs;  I  was  frighted  without  know- 
ing what  I  feared.  I  had,  indeed,  read  of 
murders ;  but  then  ambition  had  been  the 
inducement.  What  had  I  to  tempt  any 
one  to  rob  me  of  my  life  ?  Such  wicked - 
nets  could  not  be  perpetrated  without 
temptation  or  refentment.  My  life  had 
injured  no  one,  nor  could  my  death  be 
of  any  benefit  to  them;  therefore  I  could 
not  apprehend  being  murdered :  but  my 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  dangers 
which  threatened  me,  gave  no  eafe  to  my 
mind.  A  panick  is  ftronger  than  a  rea- 
ibnable  fear;  and  fuchmine  was.  After 
a  fimc,  grief  fucceeded  to  terror,  and 
then  I  found  feme  relief  from  tears.  The 
:  uine  of  being  feparated  from  my 

beloved  aunt,  of  loiiiig  the  pleafures  of 


her  fweet  indulgence  and  tender  affe£Hcff , 
was  more  than  my  heart  had  fortitude  to 
fupport ;  :ind  how  was  my  affliction  em- 
bittered, when  I  reflected  on  what  fhe 
wo  ild  fuffer,  deprived  of  her  only  com- 
panion, the  object:  of  her  love  and  care; 
and  anxious  for  the  fate  of  all  that  was 
dear  to  her  en  earth !  I  wept  her  forrow, 
1  wept  my  own  unhappy  fate,  in  an  ex  - 
cei's  fo  fuitable  to  the  occaiicn,  that  when 
day-light  difpelled  a  little  of  the  terrors 
of  my  fituation,  I  v/as  fcarcely  able  to 
receive  any  advantage  from  it,  being  al- 
moft blinded  with  my  tears  :  and  it  was 
more  from  the  found  of  a  voice  once  fo> 
pleafmgto  me,  than  from  any  diftinclion 
my  eyes  could  make,  that  I  perceived  I 
was  accofted  by  Lord  Dorchefter,  who 
addrefled  me  with  every  expreffion  of 
kindnefs  and  humility.  The  haruH  notes 
of  a  croaking  raven  could  not  have  been 
fo  grating  to  my  ears,  as  the  voice  I  be- 
fore thought  fo  harmonious. 

I  could  not  but  greatly  have  refented 
the  injury  done  me,  had  it  been  by  a  per- 
fect ftranger;  but  my  anger  was  much 
encreafed,  when  I  found  the  injurer  was 
one  who  had  worn  the  mafk  of  a  peculiar, 
regard.  Hypocrify  was  a  crime  of  which 
I  had  never  heard  :  this  was  my  firft  ac- 
quaintance with  deceit;  and  hatred  fpnmg 
up  with  it. 

I  was  angiy  with  myfelf  for  having 
ever  conceived  a  favourable  hnpreffion  of 
fuch  a  wretch;  and  although  this  was,  I 
believe,  the  firft  paffion  I  had  ever  been  in, 
it  had  none  of  the  weaknefs  of  a  new 
emotion.  A  perfon  bred  up  in  the  con- 
tinual exerciie  of  her  rage  could  not  have 
expreffed  herfclf  more  ftrongly  than  I  did 
to  his  lord/hip,  who  endeavoured  to 
foothe  and  pacify  me;  and  he  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded, that  I  loft  all  utterance,  from  the 
violence  of  my  tears.  He  feemed  to  feel 
my  forrow,  and  wept  with  me.  I  then 
hoped  companion  had  melted  him,  and 
fetzed  the  favourable  moment,  as  I 
thought  it,  to  prevail  on  him  to  reftore 
me  to  my  nfflicled  aunt.  It  appeared  to 
me  impoffible,  that  a  heart  where  pity  had 
ever  dwelt,  could  refufe  my  requeft  :  the 
ardent  defire  of  obtaining  it,  the  excefs 
of  my  forrow  and  defpair,  made  me  elo  • 
quent;  I  befeeched,  as  a  favour,  what 
without  the  highelt  cruelty  and  injuftice 
could  not  be  d'.-r,ied  me,  and  all  the  re- 
fentmeturtwi'  an  injured  perfon  was  loft  in 
the  humility  of  the  afflicted  fuppli 

I  painted  my  wretchedness  in   fuch 
ftrong colours,  that  I  at  hft  became  dumb 
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ipkh  horror  at  the  melancholy  profpect; 
but  yet,  fo  little  did  it  avail,  that  I  could 
not  obtain  one  flattering  hope  of  being- 
carried  back.     I  could  perceive  he  was 
extremely  agitated,  which  made  me  con- 
tinue my  entreaties  as  long  as  I  was  able; 
but  when  I  (topped,  I  learned  the  little 
iucceis  they  had,  by  his  crying  oxit— 
Oh !  my  fairelt,  my  _lovely  Opht.ia  ! 
ceafe  to  diftrefs  the  fondeft  heart  that 
ever  was  contained  in  a  human  breaft, 
by  afking  what  it  mutt  refufe  you. 
With  what  joy  could  I  comply  with 
any  requeft  that  did  not  deprive  me  of 
you !    Aik  my  fortune,  my  life,  any 
thing   but   yourfelf,   and  it   mall  be 
your's.     Could  I  have  fuppprted  life 
without  you,  I  would  have  forborne 
tin's  violence.    Your  happinefs  (hall  be 
all  my  care,  believe  me,  my  deareft  an- 
gel :  though  your  prefence  is  more  ne- 
ceifary  to  my  exiitence  than  the  light 
of  the  fun,  yet  would  I  reftore  you  to 
your  aunt,  was  I  not  fare  that  in  a  little 
time  you  will  confefs  yourfelf  happier 
with  me  than  in  the  dull  folitude  from 
whence  I  have  brought  you,  to  intro- 
duce you  into  a  variety  of  lively  and 
enchanting  pleaiures.' 
'  I  know  not  your  pleafures  nor  your  cuf- 
toms,'  I  anfwered :  '  in  my  little  cottage 
were  all  my  defires  gratified ;   and  can 
I  think  that  man  willies  me  happy,  who 
tears  me  from  every  joy  on  earth !  My 
dear  aunt's  tender  goodnefs,  and  faith- 
ful friendihip,  is  a  Welling  nothing  can 
equal.     You  would  periuade  me  that 
you  have  Ibme  affection  for  me.     Are 
the  greatelt  injuries  proofs  of  love  ? 
Does  your  affection  lead  you  to  afflict 
the  object  of  it  ?  Whsn  you  reftore  me 
to  my  cotrage,  I  will  believe  I  am'  not 
hateful  to  you:  this  is  the  only  way 
you  can  convince  me.   If  my  heart  was 
capable  of  feeling  hatred,  I  could  not 
wifn  to  torment  the  object  of  it;  nay, 
even  you,   whom  I    deteft,  I  would 
fooner  defend  from  pain  than  inflict  it, 
had  I  the  power  over  you  which  you 
have  uniuftly  amimsd  over  me :  can  you 
beib  different,  then,  as  to  wifli  me  mi- 
ferable,  who  never  offended  you— who 
would  not,  if  I  could?' 
My  tears  would  not  fuffer  me  to  pro- 
ceed; nor  could  Lord  Dorchefter'skindeit 
aflurances,  and  molt  ardent  vows,  afford 
me  the  leaft  conlblation.     After  travel- 
ling half  the  day  in  this  uneafy  manner, 
we  came  to  a  beaten  road,  where  there 
flood  a  (mail  hut,  as  I  thought,  with  two 
feorjes  faitened  to  it;  into  this  they  put 


me.  I  had  obferved,  that  the  outfide  was 
fine  and  gay;  very  different  from  the  little 
hovels  I  had  feen  :  the  iniide  likewife  was 
neat  and  pretty,  but  feemed  better  cal  - 
culated  for  beauty  than  convenience ;  for. 
there  was  but  juit  room  for  us  to  fit.  I 
did  not  envy  the  owner  his  gaudy  habl- 
tation,  which  I  imagined  muft  be  very 
uncomfortable  to  live  in ;  when  to  my 
great  amazement  I  felt  it  move  very 
i'"if;!y.  My  fright  would  have  proved 
very  i.;mgerox>s  to  me,  had  not  Lord  Dor- 
chefter's  care  prevented  the  effects  of  it  j 
for  the  excefs  of  my  furprize  and  fear 
made  me  attempt  to  get  out  at  the  win- 
dow; but  his  lordihip  held  me  faft,  till 
he  reafoned  me  into  compofure  on  that 
account,  explaining  the  itructure  and  de- 
fign  of  fuch  vehicles,  as  well  as  their 
fafety.  Though  my  body  had  fuffered, 
too  much  from  the  agitation!  of  my  mind, 
to  feel  eafe  from  any  thing  at  that  time, 
yet  I  loon  after  grew  perfectly  well  re- 
conciled to  this  moft-agreeable  invention 
of  the  luxurious.  I  did  not  immediately 
proceed  far  in  it ;  for  at  night,  my  lord 
found  me  fo  much  difordered,  that  he  de- 
clared he  would  remain  at  the  cottage, 
where,  for  want  of  better  accommoda- 
tion, we  were  obliged  to  (top,  till  I  mould 
be  more  able  to  prolecute  my  journey. 


CHAP.     VI. 

E  day  after  our  arrival  at  the 
JL  cottage,  inftead  of  being  refm'hed, 
I  appeared  in  a  high  fever,  which  in  a  few 
days  increaied  to  fo  great  a  degree,  as 
made  me  expect  from  the  quiet  hard 
of  death  a  releafe  from  all  my  troubles. 
I  was  too  unhappy  to  be  afflicted  at  this 
expectation.  Grief  for  what  I  had  loft, 
and  fear  for  what  might  enfue,  fortified 
my  mind.  Can  the  wretched  behold  the 
grave  with  terror  ?  that  eternal  (iecp  from 
which  no  worldly  troubles  can  awaken 
them!  that  leciire  afylum  from  the  in- 
juries of  man,  and  the  frailty  of  their 
own  nature!  In  this  plealing  light  I 
then  beheld  it.  Lord  Dorchefter  was 
differently  affected:  he  feemed  to  fuffer 
from  anxiety  more  than  I  did  from  fick- 
nefs.  He  was  ftarcely  ever  out  of  my 
chamber,  and  attended  me  with  a  watch- 
ful care,  a  tender  attention,  which  ap- 
peared far  above  the  honeft  good-natured 
humanity  of  the  poor  cottager's  wife*  If 
I  was  worfe  than  common,  it  was  more 
vifible  in  his  countenance  than  in  mine. 
One  would  have  thought  his  exiitence  de- 
C  2  peudcd 
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pcudfd  on  my  life.  The  k?.ft  amendment 
in  me  railed  him  from  a  defpair,  which 
again  returned  when  the  favourable 
fymptoms  vanifned.  Confcious  that  the 
i'eat  of  my  diftemper  was  in  my  mind,  he 
endeavoured  to  calm  my  fpirits,  by  pro- 
rnihng  that,  if  after  a  year's  ftay  in  Eng- 
land, I  ftill  preferred  my  little  folitmte, 
he  would  reftore  me  to  the  aunt  whofe 
Jofs  I  lamented.  I  thought  myfelf  fo 
certain  of  a  fpeedy  releafe  from  a  world 
with  which  my  nrft  affliclion  hud  dif- 
gufted  me,  as  is  common  in  the  petulant 
impatience  of  youth  yet  unbroken  by  the 
reveries  of  fortune,  that  I  believed  this 
confolation  came  too  late j  and  relieved 
from  my  fears,  by  my  expectation  of  an 
approaching  end,  I  grew  more  epJ'y,  and 
had  leifure  to  attend  to  the  apparent  iigns 
of  Lord  Dorcheller's  tender  anxiety. 
Though  I  could  not  comprehend  how  a 
ftrong  affection  mould  grow  in  Ib  fhort  a 
time,  nor  how  fuch  cruel  effefts  could  be 
produced  by  love,  yet  I  began  to  feel 
fome  companion  for  his  affliction :  I  faw 
him  iurfer  Ib  much,  that  I  almoft  forgot 
he  had  been  the  occaiion  of  my  diftrefs. 
Even  my  refentrncnt  was  weakened  by 
ficknefs.  My  moil  turbulent  pa'fllons 
feerned  buried  in  the  grave  before  me.  His 
forrow,  his  pafTionate  lamentations,  his 
tender  agonies,  and  bitter  remorfe,  melted 
a  heart  ibftened  by  the  general  decay  of 
nature;  and,  believing  my  own  pains  near 
their  end,  I  pitied  his,  which  appeared 
then  more  acute,  and  likely  to  be 
m~re  lading.  Every  look,  every  word 
and  action,  exprefied  his  love  in  fuch  le- 
gible characters,  that  I  fometimes  was 
ready  to  believe  his  profefiions,  though  I 
thought  his  aificTion  muft  be  of  a  ftrange 
contnuiicWy  nature.  But  if  all  his  care 
.and  tendcmd'n  only  proceeded  from  a  re- 
jurn  to  humanity,  of  which  his  firft  action 
declared  him  at  that  time  void,  I  could 
not  help  owning  to  myfelf  I  never  before 
faw  that  virtue  appear  fo  very  amiable.  A 
fortnight  patted  before  my  fever  began  to 
abate ;  and  it  Jeft  me  fo  very  wenk  and 
low,  that  I  thought  myfelf  neareft  death 
when  I  really  was  out  of  all  danger  of 
Hying.  Above  a  month  more  was  fpent 
in  relroring  me  to  fufficient  health  and 
fpirits  to  proceed  on  my  journey  by  gen- 
tle fta^cs.  The  natural  ftrength  of  my 
fpirits  and  nerves,  which  had  then  never 
felt  any  of  the  diibrders  that  in  a  degree 
afHift  almoft  every  conftitution  in  this 
country,  and  by  which  even  mine  has 
iuffereu,  fmce,  returning,  I  b^de  adieu 


to  my  native  fimpHcity  of  life.  Th«fe 
natural  fpirits,  with  the  turn  of  thoughts 
my  hcknefs  had  given,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  which  had  rendered  me  lia- 
ble to  receive  tender  impremons  from  my 
lord's  affectionate  attentions,  together 
with  his  promife  of  fuffering  me  to  re« 
turn  to  my  cottage  in  a  Mated  time,  (for 
I  could  not  doubt  but  I  iho;  hi  chule  to 
do  fo)  greatly  abated  my  affliction,  and 
I  became  capable  of  converting  with  to- 
lerable eafe,  though  my  heart  was  ftill 
opprefled  with  forrow. 

The  evening  of  the  day  we  left  the 
cottage  was  come,  before  we  law  any 
houfe  of  more  noble  ftru&ure  than  that 
which  had  laft  harboured  us.  The  tirft 
we  drove  by  appeared  to  me  a  mod  lhi» 
pendous  building,  though  I  have  fince 
learned  it  was  but  a  modenite-fized 
houfe ;  and  before  night  we  flopped  at 
what  I  thought  a  fumptuous  palace. 
The  hofpitality  of  the  inhabitants  charm- 
ed me;  they  received  us  at  their  door, 
and  pleafure  fat  on  their  countenances} 
all  their  words  exprefled  a  defire  of  ac- 
commodating xis  agreeably:  I  could  even 
have  found  fault  with  the  impeti  ofay  of 
their  good-will,  had  not  the  motive  to 
which  I  attributed  it  excuied,  I  might 
almoft  fay  endeared,  the  inconveniences 
it  occafioned.  The  fize  and  colour  of 
the  mafter  and  miftrefs  of  the  houfe 
made  me  tremble  for  the  flendernefs  of 
my  waift  and  fairnefs  of  my  (kin,  in  a 
country  which  feemed  fo  great  an  enemy 
to  the  fhape  and  complexion  ;  but,  before 
the  end  of  my  journey,  my  vaniiy  was 
pacified,  by  obferving  that  this  extraor- 
dinary bulk  and  rednefs  of  face  was  al- 
moft peculiar  to  perfons  in  their  way  of 
life. 

I  admired  no  part  of  our  hoft-s  oblig- 
ing bthaviour  more  than  their  leaving 
us  as  foon  as  we  were  feated .  I  felt  my- 
felf too  fatigued  to  make  all  the  returns 
my  gratitude  fnggefted,  and  I  imagine 
they  left  me  to  feek  fome  repole  from 
filence.  Supper  was  foon  after  brought 
in ;  and  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  follow, 
ed,  enquiring  if  we  were  ferved  as  we 
chofe.  I  got  up,  and  brought  him  a 
chair,  making  room  for  him  to  fit  down ; 
and  was  fhockcd  to  lee  Lord  Dorchefter 
endeavouring  to  hide  afmile,  but  giving 
the  old  gentleman  no  encouragement  to 
make  ufeof  the  feat  I  had  placed  for  him  j 
who,  with  a  humility  which  hurt  me, 
infifted  on  waiting  behind  my  chair. 
This  made  jnc  extremely  uncafy,  and  I 
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vas  aftoniflied  that  my  lord  would  fuf- 
fer  it. 

When  our  hoft  and  fupper  were  both 
withdrawn,  I  could  not  forbear  expref- 
fing  my  approbation  of  his  indefatigable 
hofpitality,  in  facrificing  the  eal'e  and 
quiet  of  his  life  to  the  convenience  of 
others,  for  I  found  we  were  not  the  only 
guefts  ;  and  touched  a  little  on  the  out- 
ward civility  I  thought  due  to  h'ini  whofe 
kind  reception  entitled  him  to  our  efteem 
and  gratitude.  I  began  to  find  my  ap- 
prehenlions  a  little  relieved,  by  feeing 
there  was  f'o  much  benevolence  to  be 
found  in  a  people  among  whom  I  had 
beai  fo  forcibly  introduced.  Lord  Dor- 
chetter  foon  put  an  end  to  this  plcafing 
imagination,  by  telling  me,  that  the  re- 
ception I  admired  was  the  effect  of  their 
eovetoulneis,  not  their  generality;  and 
that  their  hoipitality  was  a  mere  trade, 
by  whrch  they  gained  a  fubiitlence;  and 
praclifed  by  none  in  this  country  from 
other  motives.  I  atfirft  exclaimed  airainft 
the  general  brutality;  but  recollecting 
that  my  fii'il,  and  hitherto  only,  misfor- 
tune in  life,  had  been  brought  upon  me 
by  our  not  acting  with  the  lame  duirlifh- 
rieis,  I  told  my  lord  I  was  lefs  liirpri/al 
fince  I  heard  this,  that  he  had  not  learnt 
how  to  make  a  proper  return  to  a  vir- 
tue fo  unknown  to  him  as  hofpitality; 
and  which  I  fuppoicd  tr.id  beer,  banifhed 
the  kingdom,  from  fome  fuch  ill  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  it  as  I  had  experi- 
enced. 

Fatigue,  and  the  relief  my  faints  be- 
gan to  feel  from  the  diflipation  of  my 
mind  by  all  the  novelty  which  fin-round- 
ed me,  made  me  inclinable  to  relf.  pretty 
early.  Lord  Dorchefter,  rhulious  to 
oblige  me,  and  endeavouring  to  prevent 
my  uttering  a  wifhby  his  great  readinefs 
to  comply  with  it  before  I  had  time  to 
exprefs  it  but  by  my  eyes,  took  leave  of 
me,  faying,  that  though  he  could  con- 
verfe  with  and  look  on  me  for  ever,  yet 
he  had  rather  put  a  force  on  his  inclina- 
tions than  lay  any  rellraint  on  mine; 
and,  after  aiking  my  permilfion,  killed 
my  hand  with  more  pleafure  than  I  ima- 
gined it  could  beftow.  Becaute  he  was 
pleafed,  I  was  afhamed  :  I  know  no  other 
reafon  for  my  blumes ;  for  it  before  ap- 
peared to  me  too  infignificant  to  raife 
any.  He  then  bid  me  a  good  night,  and 
left  me  to  take  fome  reft,  as  I  (hall  your 
ladyfhip,  bidding  you  adieu  for  a  little 
time. 


CHAP.    VIL 

THOUGH  the  relation  of  a  fnurney 
is  ofren  more  tedious  than  the joi  r- 
"ey  itlelf,  yet  I  will  fuppole  your  lady- 
mip's  mental  fatigue  to  have  been  of  no 
longer  duration  than  my  bodily  weari- 
neis.  and  that,  after  a  (hurt  relr,  you  are 
ready  to  proceed  with  me  on  my  jour- 
ney. My  aunt  had  arcuftomed  me  to 
great  fimplicity  of  drefs;  I  luppofe fore- 
(ee;ng  the  inconvenience  ihe  lliould  find 
in  fupplyingus  with  that  train  of  variety 
ufed  by  people  who  live  in  the  wc.-jd. 
I  had  never  worn  any  thing  round  my 
woilt  but  thin  waiftcoats,  nor  aily  cap 
m  the  day-lime.  My  hair  was  extreme- 
ly long,  and  curled  naturally,  (for  I 
knew  no  ait)  and  fell  in  ringlets  about 
my  neck,  reaching  behind  below  the  mid- 
dle of  my  waift,  and  in  fome  places  en- 
croaching on  my  forehead  enough  to  let 
off  my  complexion  by  the  contrail  with- 
out hiding  the  (hape  of  it.  This  peculi- 
arity of  drefs,  your  ladyfliip  may  eafily 
imagine,  fixed  the  obfervation  of  all  who 
law  me :  I  foon  became  fenfible  of  the 
occaiion  of  the  ex-:eflive  gazing  fo  very 
painful  to  me,  though  accompanied  by 
expreflicns  of  admiration,  even  to  excla- 
mations of  altonifhmeiit:  fo  fond  are  peo- 
ple of  novelty;  to  which,  no  doubt,  I  owed 
the  grer.t.ft  part  of  the  compliments  paid 
me.  I  begged  Lord  Dorcheiter  to  pro- 
curcme  n  proper  read-drefs,  with  which 
he  unwillingly  complied ;  fo  that,  before 
the  end  of  my  joiirney,  I  made  a  decent 
anil  common  appearance. 

Though  I  was  amufed  by  the  novelty 
of  the  objects  which  palfed  before  me  irf 
fo  quick  a  fuccefiion,  and  by  Lord  Dor- 
cheiter's  lively  and  entertaining  conver- 
fation,  yet  I  was  not  lorry  when  he  told 
me  that  our  journey  was  at  an  end, 
and  that  the  houfe  to  which  we  drove, 
through  a  Jong  and  very  wide  avenue  of 
venerable  oaks,  was  his  own,  and  the 
place  where  our  travelling  was  to  ceafe. 
The  magnificence  of  the  bv.ilding  firft 
(truck  my  eye  ;  but,  when  I  entered  it, 
the  elegance  of  the  furniture  pleafed  me 
ftill  more.  The  carving  and  the  pic- 
tures charmed  me ;  the  country  repre- 
fented  in  thefe  appeared  more  enchanting 
than  nature  itfelf,  as  the  painter's  ima- 
gination ailembles  beauties  in  reality  ne- 
ver found  together.  My  raptures  were 
not  lilent;  my  admiration  broke  foith 
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into  exclamations.  Iran  from  one  room 
to  another,  deiirous  of  feeing  more, 
though  not  weary  of  what  I  had  feen. 
Lord  Dorchefter  with  difficulty  prevailed 
with  me  to  go  with  him  into  the  garden, 
before  the  fun  ceafed  to  gild  the  proipecl. 
I  was  unwilling  to  leave  a  houfe  which 
^relented  fuch  various  beauties  to  my 
eyes  ;  but  I  could  not  regrjt  it,  when  he 
led  me  to  a  terrace,  beneath  which  runs  a 
rapid  river  of  a  con fulerable  breadth.  On 
one  fide  it  commands  a  very  extensive 
and  beautiful  profpe£l,  on  die  other  is 
the  river;  the  banks  beyond  which  are 
very  high,  and  covered  with  a  hanging 
wood,  ornamented  with  fome  fine  build- 
ings moftjudicioufly  placed. 

From  this  end  of  the  terrace,  we  en- 
tered into  a  wood  cut  into  various  walks, 
all  terminated  with  fine  views,  or  fome 
agreeable  objects ;  and  many  of  them 
opening  in  different  parts, to  let  in  cither 
profpects  of  the  country  or  views  of  the 
river,  which  runs  through  part  of  the 
wood  with  great  rapidity,  falling  down 
a  rock  of  a  confiderable  height  at  the 
end  of  one  of  the  walks .  A  little  beyond 
this  cafcade,  it  is  hid  from  fight  for  fome 
diitance  ;  and  when  it  again  appears,  it's 
form  is  much  altered ;  for  it  is  deep,  and 
yet  fo  clear,  that  one  plainly  dilcovers 
every  pebble  at  the  bottom,  it's  furface 
being  as  fmooth  as  glafs.  In  this  wood, 
likewiie,  are  many  buildings  moft  ad- 
vantageoufiy  placed. 

The  garden  is  divided  from  the  park 
only  b\  a  Ha-ha;  unaccuftomed  to  which 
deception,  I  thought  there  was  no  fepa- 
ration,  till  on  the  brink  of  it.  The  ea- 
gernds  of  ^m  enraptured  fancy,  charm- 
C'iv/ith  ali  thcbeauties  around  me,  made 
me  long  to  pnii,  ihefc  boundaries;  but 
the  evening  was  fo  far  advanced,  I  was 
•.d  to  defer  this  gratification  till  the 
next  day,  and  only  to  admire  at  a  dif- 
tance  tlit  mixture  of  fine  lawns  and  ve- 
ncrable  groves,  verdant  vallies  and  wood- 
ed hills.  The  extent  of  it  is  confidera- 
ble; and  the  variety  of  grounds  gives  it 
an  air  of  wildnefs,  which  greatly  charms 
in  the  midlt  of  a  country  fo  diligently 
cultivated,  that  one  expects  to  fee  there 
more  of  the  beauties  of  art  than  of  na- 
ture. 

When  night  obliged  me  to  return  to 
.the  houfe,  Lord  Dorchefter  conducted 
me  to  an  apartment  cltfigned  for  me.  The 
bed-chamber  was  tlegantly  fHrnifhed: 
but  the  dreffiiig-room  moft  furprized  me; 
it  contained  fo  many  things  that  were 


new  to  me,  that  I  could  fcarcely  guef* 
their  ufe.  The  ornaments  and  the  toi- 
lette engaged  my  affections  for  fome 
time;  though  had  I  been  more  accuf- 
tomed  to  fuch  things,  I  mould  have  been 
more  ienfible  of  the  richnefs  and  elegance 
of  them.  Every  thing  in  the  room  had 
it's  (hare  of  my  admiration;  but,  after 
the  momentary  wonder  was  paifed,  all 
thefe  nice  efforts  of  the  aits  of  the  inge- 
nious fell  far  mort  of  my  eitimation  of 
the  beauties  I"beheld  from  the  windows, 
under  which  were  parterres  of  the  finell 
flowers,  mixed  with  the  moit  fragrant 
fhrubs ;  and  beyond  them  the  river,  the 
wood,  and  the  park.  When  every  thing 
elfe  had  pafied  my  examination,  Lord 
Dorchefler  opened  fome  drawers,  and 
fhewed  me  that  they  were  filled  with  li- 
nen, cloaths,  and  trinkets,  fuch  as  are, 
cuftomary  in  this  country.  Having  ne- 
ver had  a  notion  of  any  thing  in  diefs 
beyond  neatnefs  and  cleanlinefs,  in  the 
homelieft  garb,  I  could  not  help  being 
ftruck  at  the  refplendency  of  all  the  or- 
naments I  beheld.  The  finenefs  of  the 
linen  I  thought  curious,  but  the  laces 
aftonilhed  me ;  they  appeared  to  me  of  a 
delicacy  beyond  human  workmanship. 
Had  I  been  at  liberty  to  have  indulged 
my  vanity,  I  mould  that  moment  have 
tried  the  effect  of  which  things  I  ima- 
gined muft  prove  fo  ornamevni.  JBut 
my  lord's  prefence  awed  me;  and  being 
told  that  fupper  w;  ,  on  the  table,  I  was 
obliged  to  accompany  him  to  another 
room;  where  we  fpent  the  remainder  of 
the  evening,  till  the  hour  of  repofe  part- 
ed us. 


CHAP.    VIII. 

IThat  night  experienced  what  people 
who  live  in  grandeur  often  find,  that 
pomp  will  not  give  tranquillity,  which 
alone  difpenfes  quiet  reft.  The  agita- 
tion of  my  mind  allowed  me  very  little 
fleep.  I  had  too  much  matter  for  re- 
flection, frcm  Lord  Dorchefter' s  refpecl- 
ful  and  affectionate  behaviour ;  which  I 
could  by  no  means  think  my  due,  from 
my  enforced  feparation  from  my  aunt, 
aud  my  former  habitation  ;  dragged  in- 
to a  new  world,  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
reafons  of  my  being  fo,  or  the  confe- 
qutnces  of  it;  and  from  the  pleafure  I 
had  conceived  at  the  fight  of  every  thing 
now  offered  to  my  enjoyment;  which 
my  lord  even  allured  me  was  my  pro- 
perty, 
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ptrty,  affirming  all  I  beheld  was  my  own: 
n.  gift  I  could  not  fuppofe  real ;  as  the  lit- 
tle I  taw  of  the  Englifh  in  my  journey 
gave  me  no  reafon  to  believe  them  ib  ge- 
nerous and  difmterefted  as  to  make  iuch 
preients.  In  reflecting  on  thefe  fubjects 
I  palled  my  night,  and  had  fome  mo- 
ments of  pleafure  mixed  with  my  grief: 
but  they  bore  little  proportion  with  each 
other  ;  my  forrow  feeined  deeply  rooted, 
though  it's  violence  was  abated j  while 
the  contrary  fenfation  appeared  only  a 
fudden  flutter,  which  played  round  my 
head,  but  came  not  near  my  heart,  and 
would  not  admit  of  reflection  :  however, 
I  found  it  To  comfortable  arelburce,  that 
I  endeavoured  to  encourage  it,  and, 
prompted  by  curiofity,  at  break  of  day  I 
arofe  to  examine  more  minutely  the 
tlun^-s  which  had  ib  charmed  me  the 
r.i^ht  before.  If  I  believed  any  one  was 
erer  formed  without  vanity,  I  might  be 
fetii-ful  of  expofmg  myfelf  by  conferring 
mine:  but  I  may  hope  to  meet  with  in- 
dulgence from  one  of  my  own  fex,  who 
will  candidly  imagine  herfelf  in  my  place: 
by  her  my  youth  may  be  received  as 
fome  excul'e  ;  and  if  I  am  convicted  of 
having  had  more  than  a  common  fliare, 
may  I  not  allb  claim  fome  title  to  unufual 
irncerity  in  giving  room,  for  the  accufa- 
tion,  ar.J  hope  that  virtue  may  obtain  a 
pardon  for  my  frailty  ?  I  fearched  every 
diawer;  and,  after  admiring  the  things 
they  contained,  felt  a  defire  to  try  the 
effects  of  this  profufion  of  ornaments. 
The  night-gowns  and  common  un- 
drelTes  were  grown  familiar  to  me  dur- 
ing my  long  journey;  therefore  I  laid 
them  afide,  as  not  exciting  my  curiofity, 
and  felected  the  molt  refplendent  part  of 
my  apparel  and  trinkets. 

For  my  fiflt  trial,  I  chofe  a  white 
luteftring  gown  and  petticoat,  flounced 
with  pink  and  fiiver  gauze,  each  flounce 
edged  with  a  pink  and  fdver  fringe.  I 
wove  flowers  and  jewels  in  with  my  hair, 
letting  the  ringlets  fall  down  my  back, 
which  I  had  lately  confined  under  a  cap. 
I  put  a  fmall  garland  of  the  flowers  and 
jewels  round  my  head,  and  a  larger 
acrois  my  waift  and  neck,  palling  it  over 
my  moulder  on  one  fide,  and  fixing  it  to 
the  bottom  of  my  waift  on  the  other.  I 
omitted  nothing  which  I  thought  could 
adorn  my  face  and'perfon,  and  put  on 
every  ornament  that  I  could  contrive  to 
place  becomingly.  Finding  my  gown 
too  long  without  a  hoop,  I  put  on  the 
iinalleit  as  a  neceflary  diitortion,  not  as-a 


pretty  part  of  drefs ;  but  immediately 
threw  away  the  ftiff  flays,  which  feeined 
to  me  invented  in  perverfe  opposition  to 
Nature,  and  one  of  the  proofs  with  which 
I  thought  this  country  abounded,  that 
man  in  his  folly  had  declared  open  war 
with  her,  and,  by  pretending  to  improve, 
had  fo  Ipoiled  her  works,  that  fcarcely 
any  traces  of  the  Divine  Artificer  re- 
mained. 

Thus  equipped,  the  employment  of 
fome  hours,  I  was  fo  engaged  in  admir- 
ing my  fweetperfon  in  the  looking- glafs, 
doing  -honour  to  every  beauty  I  could 
diicover,  and  making  myfelf  full  amends 
for  the  trouble  I  had  taken  by  the  fatif- 
faction  with  which  I  beheld  the  effects  of 
it,  that  I  did  not  perceive  Lord  Dorchtf- 
ter,  who  parted  by  my  window,  and  fee- 
ing me,  your  ladyfhip  will  eaiily  imagine, 
was  tempted  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  ib 
diverting  a  figure.  He  came  into  my 
room  without  my  perceiving  him.  When 
he  entered  the  chamber,  he  was  begin- 
ning to  excufe  his  coming  in  fo  abrupt- 
ly; but,  on  my  turning  round,  fiirprized 
to  hear  his  voice,  and  alhamed  at  being 
thus  caught  in  the  ridiculous  indulgence 
of  my  vanity,  he  was  ftruck  iilent,  per- 
haps more  from  wonder  at  my  folly,  than, 
as  he  pretended,  from  admiration  at  fee- 
ing me  fo  much  furpafs  myfelf,  thus  at- 
tired; having  before,  he  faid,  thought 
me  beyond  the  poflibility  of  improve- 
ment. I  was  fenfible  of  the  flattery 
couched  in  this  fpeech ;  for,  with  all  my 
partiality  to  myfelf,  I  could  not  believe 
I  had  beauty  to  furprize,  though  I  fan- 
cied I  had  enough  to  pleafe.  He  la- 
viflied  every  exprelTion  that  dnild  (hew 
me  how  much  he  was  delJs.hted  with  my 
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perlon.  my  complexion,  my  eyes,  my 
hair,  every  feature,  received  new  praifes ; 
my  air  and  mane  were  not  pafled  over  in 
filence.  He  kifled  my  hands  a  thoufand 
times,  and  would  not  part  with  them  out 
of  his.  Surely  no  eyes  ever  exprefTed 
fuch  a  mixture  of  tendernefs  and  admi- 
ration ;  every  look  increaled  my  confu- 
fion  :  his  behaviour  put  me  more  out  of 
countenance  than  the  reflection  of  hav- 
ing been  found"  fo  fcoliflily  employed. 

I  believe  it  was  near  two  hours  before 
I  could  prevail  on  Lord  Dorchefter  to 
ceafl:  his  flatten-,  or  to  take  his  eyes  off 
me ;  till  at  laft  I  was  reduced  to  tell 
him,  that  I  mould  be  glad  to  be  left  to 
undrefs,  for  that  I  was  very  hungry,  nn'il 
wanted  my  breakfaft,  but  could  not  ap- 
pear before  his  fervauts  thus 
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He  ftarfec!  at  my  faying  this,  and 
cried  out — How  happy  are  you,  Ophelia, 
'  in  thatinfenfibility  of  heart  which  fuf- 
'  fers  you  to  think,  of  liich  trifles!  but 
•  how  miferable  does  it  make  me!'  I, 
who  thought  breakfaft  a  furious  confi- 
deration,  was  iurpiized  to  find  him  Co 
hurt  at  my  mentioning  it;  and  cold  him, 
that  I  could  not  comprehend  how  it 
ffiould  either  excite  envy  or  diftrefs  :  but, 
as  he  begged  I  would  not  undrefs  till  af- 
ter breakfalt,  on  which  confidtration  he 
would  himfelf  bring  it  into  my  drdling- 
zoom,  to  humour  my  defire  of  not  being 
feen,  I  complied,  glad  to  reconcile  a  dif- 
ference of  inclination  to  which  fo  ferious 
ail  air  had  been  given. 

My  lord  immediately  kept  his  word ; 
tut,  during  the  whole  time,  his  thoughts 
ami  eyes  were  fo  fixed  on  me,  that  be 
«Iid  not  well  know  what  he  did.  He 
{cabled  his  fingers,  fpilled  his  tea,  let 
£ili  his  bread  and  butter  }  and,  in  fliort, 
made  fuch  a  confufion,  that  I  could  not 
foibear  laughing,  though  I  had  endea- 
Toured  it  to  the  utmoit  of  my  power. 
He  at  nrft  blufhed  and  fighed  ;  but  at 
Lilt  joined  with  me,  and  complimented 
me  in  ridiculing  himlelf. 

It  was  almoft  dinner  time  before  I 
could  prevail  on  my  lord  to  leave  me,  to 
put  on  cloaths  more  proper  for  common 
wear;  which  at  laft  he  did,  I  dare  fay 
not  a  little  pleafed  at  finding  that  what 
he  mull  have  deigned  for  captivating  a 
chikliih  fancy,  uxl  corrupting  by  glaring 
follies  a  mind  bred  in  funplkity  and  rea- 
fbn,  had  fucceededfo  well. 

The  ictnainder  of  this  day,  and  the 
next,  were  fpent  In  feeing  Lord  Dor- 
chester's park  ;  the  extent  of  it,  and  the 
variety  it  contained,  made  it  a  full  em- 
ploy tor  that  time. 

Two  days  more  parted  in  feeing  fomc 
neighbouring  places  ;  which  were  fine 
enough  to  merit  attention,  though  by  no 
means  equal  in  beauty  or  magnificence 
to  my  lord's.  In  this  time  I  had  fome 
opportunities  of  obferving  inftances  of 
his  humanity  and  good-nature;  which 
contributed  more  towards  abating  my 
fears,  than  his  continual  endeavours  to 
amufe  me,  to  obtain  my  pardon,  and 
merit  my  aifeclion. 

.1  could  not  believe  that  he  had  torn 
me  from  calm  happincfs,  for  the  chance 
of  making  me  happier,  as  he  pretended : 
what  he  had  done,  was  a  myftery  hither- 
to to  me  inexplicable ;  but  I  hoped  the 
man  who  could  be  humane  and  kind  to 
others,  would  not  be  cruel  to  one  who 


had  the  greateft  tie  dn  his 

that  of  bting  within  big  power  mifrietiried 

and  delencelefs.  Encouraged  by  thi» 
hope  I  became  able  to  converie  with  eaie, 
and  ceafed  reproaches,  which  might  ex- 
afjierate ;  but  I  had,  by  melancholy  ex- 
perience, found  were  unavailing. 


C  H  A  P.     IX, 

THE  fecond  Sunday  after  our  arrival 
at  this  houfe,  Lord  Dorchelter 
propofed  my  accompanying  him  to 
church;  to  which  I  readily  confented, 
though  I  had  been  taught  to  look  on  all 
fpace  as  the  temple  of  the  grer.t  Creator  ; 
yet  my  aunt  had  informed  me,  that  in  po- 
pulous places  there  were  edifices  eredled 
for  publick  wcrfhip.  When  the  lervice 
was  ended,  we  walked  over  it.  The 
building  is  pretty ;  but  then  appeared 
to  me  too  much  calculated  to  pleafe  the 
«ye,  and  to  fix  the  thoughts  on  the  arts 
of  men's  hands,  to-be  a  proper  place  for 
divine  worfhip  ;  where  the  lupplirait  foul 
fliould  be  entirely  filled  with  adoration  of 
the  Supreme  Being  to  which  it  is  dedi- 
cated. The  little  fabricks  the  church 
contained,  by  the  beauty  of  the  marble, 
and  of  the  carving,  pleafed  me  greatly,  as 
omccls,  but  not  as  ornaments,  for  fuch 
a  place ;  till  my  lord  told  me  their  fo- 
lemn  purpofe,  informing  me  that  they 
were  creeled  to  the  memory  of  his  an- 
ceftors. 

This  made  me  more  particularly  ob- 
ferve  them,  and  I  was  foon  deeply  en- 
gaged  in  reading  the  characters  which  I 
found  engraven  on  them.  This  perufal 
filled  me  with  admiration;  fuch  exalted 
virtue  as  by  thefe  testimonies  I  under- 
ftood  had  defcended  tlmnigh  feveral  ge- 
nerations, was  a  plenfmg  iubjecl  for  con- 
templation. The  little  time  I  had  been 
in  the  inhabited  part  of  this  kingdom 
had  taught  me  that  fuch  merit  was  not 
univerfnl.  My  heart  was  rilled  with  a 
refpecl  approaching  to  adoration,  at 
thinking  I  trod  on  ground  fanftined,  by 
being  the  reuofitoiy  of  thefacred  remains 
of  fuch  god-like  men.  I  could  not  for- 
bear addremng  their  departed  fouls  with 
a  zeal  and  reverence  little  fliort  of  wor- 
(hip ;  and  praying  for  the  influence  of 
their  great  examples,  towards  enabling 
me  to  imi  ate  their  virtues. 

Lord  Dorchefter  cruelly  broke  in  upon 

fo  plcsiing  a  rapture,  telling  me  that  I 

:^-j  enfy  faith  to  the  words  of  man. 

*  Though  thcfc  arc  my  anccitors,'  faid 

/  he, 
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he,  c  I  muft  confefs  few  of  them  had  any 

of"  the  qualities  here  ai'cribed  to  them. 

1  might  have  futfered  you,  my  dear 

Ophelia,   to  have  continued  in  -your 

mirtake,  as  it  would,  perhaps,    have 

given  you  more  favourable  thoughts 

of  the  defcendant  from  fuch  worthies, 

had  I  not  found  myi'elf  envious  of  the 

great  fhare  of  your  elteem,  which  by 

thefe  falfe  characters  they  had  gained. 

Envy  makes  me  tell  you,  that  epitaphs 

are  foumed  on  ideal  characters :    the 

writer  collects  together  all  the  virtues, 

graces,  and  accomplishments,  that  are 

fcattered  among  mankind  ;  and  when 

thefe  are  all  blended  together  with  all 

the  elegance  he  is  mafter  of,  he  applies 

them  to  any  one  who,  at  his  death, wants 

that  memorial  of  his  goodnefs  which 

his  life  has  not  teftified.  To  him  whole 

actions  have  railed  no  chara6ter,  a  tomb 

is  erected,  to  bear  on  it  that  which  an 

epitaph  can  give  him.    Refemblance  is 

never  thought  of :  if  the  deceafed  has 

not  one  of  the  qualities  defcribed,  it 

ferves  the  purpofe  jult  us  well.1 

I  was,  indeed,  inclined  to  fufpect  my 

lord  of  envy;   I  could  fcarcely  believe 

what  he  laid :  but  when  he  convinced  me 

of  the  truth  of  this  account,  I  fmcerely 

refented  the  pollution  of  thefe  innocent 

afhes,  in  being  made  fuhjects  of  fuch 

falfehoods ;  and  pitied  the  pure  marble, 

for  having  it's  fair  outfide  defiled  by  fuch 

foul  lyes.     But  what  made  this  practice 

appear  (till  more  ridiculous  to  me,  was 

Lord  Dorchefter's  adding,  that  this  was 

now  Ib  commonly  known,  that  no  one 

gave  the  leaft  faith  to  thefe  monumental 

iufcriptions :  that  it  fliould  have  loft  it's 

ufe,  and  yet  be  continued,  increaled  my 

wonder.    My  lord  likewife  told  me,  that 

many  people  left  directions  concerning 

their  monuments.    It  is  not  ftrange  if 

this  appeared  ridiculous  to  me  then,  iince 

ufe  has  not  yet  taught  me  to  fee  it  in  any 

other  light,  nor  made  me  ceafe  to  wonder 

that  it  mould  fhare  the  dying  thoughts 

of  people  who,  I  mould  imagine,  muft 

all  have  fomething  to  leave  behind  more 

worthy  their  care ;  and  fomething  to  ex- 

peft  more  defending  their  attention  than 

their  own  miferable  carcafes. 

I  was  not  without  leli-love  ;  but  had 
no  notion  that  it  could  extend  to  the  duft 
into  which  we  were  to  moulder,  and  make 
us  defirous  to  fix  our  claim  to  every  par- 
ticular particle. 

Though  I  had  not,  till  Lord  Dorchefter 
broke  in  upon  my  folitude,  ever  received 


a  grain  of  flattery ;  yet  mere  nature  and 
constitution  had  given  me  a  little  vanity, 
without  the  benefit  of  companion.  Un- 
able to  foothe  my  fancy  with  excelling 
multitudes,  fmce  I  had  never  bche!4 
themj  yet  in  a  degree  I  was  vain :  Na- 
ture alone  fumces  to  make  us  fo.  But 
this  kind  of  pofthumous  vanity  was  faj- 
above  my  iimple  conception ;  and  I  com- 
plimented myfelf  on  my  humility,  in  be- 
ing only  realbnably  fond  of  a  living  form 
of  delicate  and  curious  competition,  ab- 
folutely  indifferent  to  any  poor  remains 
after  delicacy  of  complexion,  fymrnetiy 
of  features,  and  elegant  proportion  of 
body,  that  mall  be  confounded  together 
in  one  little  heap  of  duft. 

Lord  Dorchefter,  to  rave  his  anceftors 
from  my  partial  cenfure,  led  me  into  the 
church  -  yard  ;  where  he  fhewed  me  that 
the  folly  was  univerfal,  and  that 'the  poor 
were  as  tenacious  of  the  little  ipot  to 
which,  after  death,  they  are  configned, 
as  thole  who  avfert  their  title  to  it  by 
nobler  ftnictures.  I  confefs,  I  wa? 
mocked  at  this  diftinclion  of  ranks;  and 
to  find  that  here  the  rich  and  the  poor  do 
not  lie  down  together.  This  cuitom 
feemed  to  me  to  deftroy  the  equality  of 
the  grave,  which  ends  greater  contentions 
than  thofe  of  precedency. 

Upon  reading  the  epitaphs  of  the 
meaner  fort,  I  found  their  vanity  was 
often  confined  within  the  narrow  bounds 
of  having  lived  and  died :  they  were  little 
more  than  certificates  of  their  former  ex- 
iftence,  proud  to  aflert  their  having  been 
of  the  human  fpecies ;  for  many  of  their 
wooden  monuments,  more  perifliable 
than  themlelves,  bear  no  other  infcrip- 
tion  than  the  date. of  their  birth  and 
death. 

Though  I  was  greatly  difgufted  with 
thefe  proofs  of  the  folly  of  mankind,  yet, 
at  this  time,  the  living  were  more  dif- 
agrceable  to  me  than  the  dead.  I  liked 
better  to  be  an  obferver,  than  the  fubject 
of  obfervation.  Though  in  my  drels  I 
had  conformed  to  the  cuftoms  of  the 
place  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  yet 
there  certainly  was  a  ftrangenefs  in 
my  look  or  air  that  drew  all  eyes  upon 
me,  and  which  for  many  years  did  not 
wear  off,  while  I  remained  in  the  country. 
I  attributed  It  to  the  curiofity  natural  to 
people  who  fee  few  ftrangers ;  but  after 
I  left  it,  I  found  that,  by  living  in  a  more 
populous  place,  I  only  had  more  eyes 
upon  me.  Curious  obfervation  fettering 
the  freedom  of  action,  I  lived  under  con- 
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ftant  and  painful reftia'.'tt.  My  lord  en- 
deavoured to  make  me  eafy  by  flattery, 
attributing  it  to  reafons  which  might 
pleafe  my  vanity :  but  though  I  did  due 
honour  to  my  perfon,  yet  I  could  not 
give  him  credit;  and  though  I  might 
now  the  more  excufenbly  believe  it,  that 
J  have  feen  the  obfervation  lelfen  as  my 
complexion  has  decayed,  and  that  fewer 
eyes  have  been  upon  me,  fince  the  luftre 
of  mine  hath  been  abated  by  age ;  yet  am 
I  convinced  that  the  only  fuperiority  I 
had  over  many,  who,  while  I  was  pie- 
lent,  parted  xmregarded,  was  in  the  air 
of  a  itranger  to  every  fafbion  which  me 
ftrove  to  follow.  This  gave  the  chaim 
of  novelty  to  a  face  and  perfon  which 
could  boail  no  other  excellence  above  a 
thoufand  others  whkh  were  lei's  ob- 
ferved. 

I  would  not  have  your  lady/hip  ima- 
gine that  I  am  aiming  to  be  thought 
humble ;  I  nm  very  ready  to  allow  my- 
fdf  all  the  beauty  I  am  confcious  I  pof- 
fefled :  but  fafhion  or  chance  often  ex- 
nits  us  above  our  real  charms.  If  truth 
did  not  obligeme  to  make  this  confelfion, 
I  mould  dot  venture  to  fay  it,  for  fear  of 
being  believed ;  for  our  lex  are  as  vain 
of  having  been,  as  of  being  handfome: 
and  though  they,  while  young,  live  in 
juft  terror  of  the  words  '  She  was,'  yet, 
when  that  fatal  period  conies,  their  va- 
nity retires  into  it  as  into  a  fortrefs ;  and, 
fecure  in  this  Itrong  hold,  from  which 
nothing  can  expel  it,  it  makes  little  ex- 
curiions,  and  fupports  itfelf  with  the 
booty  it  obtains.  One  of  our  own  fex 
has  told  us,  with  full  as  much  .truth  as 
poetry,  that— 

'  Woman-kind's  peculiar  joys, 

•  From  pad  or  prefcat  beauties  rife.* 

How  often  does  a  woman's  partial  re- 
pott  emulate  in  falfehood  the  lying  epi- 
taphs which  (hocked  my  innocent  fnn- 
plicity!  After  the  fmall-pox,  which  fre- 
quently is  the  grave  of  beauty,  how  many 
women  have  I  heard  boult  the  charms 
they  never  poflefled !  And  foften  the  mc';-- 
tification  of  learns  and  fears,  by  praifmg 
the  former  clearnefs  and  fmoothnefs  of 
their  complexions ! 

But  this  fubieft  has  led  me  from  the 
order  which  mould  be  kept  in  a  narra- 
tion: I  have  wandered  from  the  time  to 
which  I  had  brought  my  ftory,  andmuft 
correct  my  irregularity  by  returning  to  it. 


,      CHAP.    X. 

LORD  Dorchefter's  defire  of  givtsg- 
me  every  pleafure  in  his  power,  led 
him  to  make  me  a  prefent  of  a  fum  of 
money.  I  would  have  exculed  myi  -!f 
from  the  acceptance  of  it,  as  it  appeared 
to  me  entirely  ufelefs.  Every  thing  1  could1 
want  was  provided  for  me;  I  there- 
fore refufed  an  unnecelTary  burden  :  but 
he  infifted^  and  I  was  obliged  to  ac- 
quiefce. 

As  I  had  learned  that  money  was  a 
very  ntccff.uy  thing  to  thofe  who  were 
not  fo  amply  lupplied  with  all  it  could- 
purchaie  us  I  was,  I  thought  it  a  pity  it 
fliould  be  fo  ill  employed,  and  deter- 
mined to  diftribute  the  fum,  to  me  fo 
uielels,  among  perfons  who  were  in  reu) 
want  of  it.  Accordingly,  one  morning, 
when  bufmcfs  hud  called  my  lord  a  few 
miles  from  home,  I  walked  out,  in 
of  people  who  might  be  made  hapj 
thole  riches  which  were  to  me  entirely 
ufelefs.  I  entered  the  fit  ft  cottage  I  faw, 
and  bluntly  afked  the  inhabitants  if  they 
wanted  money.  They  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  with  an  eagernefs  which- 
perfuaded  me  they  were  in  extreme  in- 
digence. I  now  began  to  feel  the  value 
of  the  treafure  before  defpifed,  fmce  it 
could  give  fuch  true  heart-felt  joy  as  I  re* 
ceivedfrombeingable  to  relieve  wretches, 
of  whole  former  diftrefs  1  judged  by  their 
prefeut  extafies.  When  I  gave  fome 
guineas  to  the  mother,  me  appeared  quite 
frantick  with  delight.  Though  my  rap- 
t"rcs  were  filent,  yet  I  could  not  but 
think  my  {'dilations  were  as  ftrong.  I 
for  fome  time  indulged  myfelf  in  the 
contemplation  of  her  joy:  but  as  my 
ignorance  of  the  cuftoms  of  this  country, 
fo  new  to  me,  made  me  curious,  I  ai 
laft  put  a  force  on  my  delighted  imagi- 
nations, and  enquired  into  the  ul'e  (&f 
would  make  of  the  money  I  had 
her. 

Nothing  but  a  full  knowledge  of  my 
ignorant  Simplicity  can  give  your  lady- 
mipa  notion  of  my  furprize,  when  I  re- 
•ceived  for  anfwer,  that  flie  would  buy 
hcrlelf  and  children  handfome  cloaths, 
keep  as  good  a  houfe  at  the  next  wake 
as  any  woman  in  the  parilh,  and  never 
again  work  for  a  neighbouring  farmer's 
wife  who  was  of  a  meaner  birth  than 
hevfclf !  I  was  mocked  to  find  that  I  had 
been  contributing  to  the  increaii:  of  va- 
nity 
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nity  and  lazlnefs,  which  muft  have  been 
gre^it  before,  or  the  good  woman  could 
•not  have  been  ib  much  overjoyed  at  ob- 
taining the  po-.vcr  of  gratifying  it.  I 
had  no  way  to  fdence  the  reproaches  of 
my  conicience  but  by  falfe  reaionings; 
•arguing  that,  when  fuch  unrealbnable 
are  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  con- 
que/cd,  they  deferve  our  companion-, 
and  that  the  money  was  better  employed 
in  relieving  wants,  though  they  were  but 
imaginary,  than  in  being  locked  up  in 
my  bureau. 

A  great  proof  of  my  ignorance  of 
mankind,  was  my  endeavour  to  reafon 
this  woman  out  of  her  vanity.  Reaibn  is 
too  precious  a  blefling  to  be  in  the  gift 
of  mortals '.  I  could  iuftil  nmie  into  her 
mind  ;  and  was  at  latt  forced  to  give  up 
my  attempt,  finding  my  arguments  had 
much  lei's  influence  on  her  than  the  de- 
lire  of  exciting  the  admiration  of  her 
neighbours.  The  disappointment  I  met 
•with  in  this  inftance  did  nor  di  {'courage 
me  from  continuing  my  courfe.  Such 
vanity  of  mind  appeared  to  me  a  mon- 
fter  in  nature :  I  could  not  believe  the 
world  afforded  fuch  another;  therefore, 
fea-hfs  of  meeting  the  like  illfuccefsagain, 
J  entered  the  next  poor  cottage.  T  found 
•the  man  to  whom  it  belonged  fitting  in  the 
chimney  -  corner,  with  all  the  marks  of 
licknefs  and  decay  in  his  countenance  ; 
his  wife  induftrioufly  employed,  and  fe- 
ven  children,  the  eldeft  helping  her,  the 
younger  part  playing  about  him.  I 
looked  fome  time  with  pleafure  on  this 
little  family ;  for  children  were  ftill  a  kind 
of  wonder  to  me,  who  had  never  feen  any 
till  I  was  torn  from  my  folitude :  our  own 
infancy,  by  the  gradual  iijcreafe  of  years, 
making  little  impreffion  on  us,  I  then 
put  the  fame  queilion  to  thefe  cottagers 
as  to  the  laft  I  viilted  ;  but  with  lei's  im- 
petuofity  wasanfwtred  by  the  fick  man, 
that,  indeed,  they  were  very  poor,  and 
muft  have  ftarved,  had  not  his  wife  been 
.  one  of  the  beft  women  in  the  world  5 
for  he  had  been,  by  ficknefs,  difabled 
from  working  above  two  months,  with- 
out money  to  purchafe  a  cure.  '  Pur- 
'  chafe  a  cure1/  I  replied,  .with  fome 
furprize;  '  is  there  any  one  who  is  pof- 

*  felled  of  the  power  of  curing  diieuies, 

*  would  require  to  be  paid  for  it  ?' 

'  Alas!'  faid  the  man,  '  nothing  is 

*  to  be  had  without  money :   our  doftor 

*  muft  have  his  fee,  or  we  can  have  no 
'  cure.'    An  accufation  of  fuch  inhu- 
jnanity  made  me  exclaim,  with  tears  in 


my  eyes,  againft  this  fecond  monficr, 
which  I  thought  I  had  difcovered.  I 
afkcd  the  man,  why,  in  fuch  neceffity, 
he  had  not  applied  to  Lord  Dorcheiter. 
His  aniwer  was,  that  my  lord's  ftewanl 
was  his  enemy;  and  therefore  he  had  no 
hopes  of  receiving  relief  from  him,  as 
he  was  aftiamed  to  fpeak  to  my  lord  him- 
felf. 

I  obfcrved  to  him,  that  every  one  muft 
be  well  received  by  my  lord,  who  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  exerciiing  his  bounty 
and  humanity ;  that  it  could  not  be  in 
the  power  of  any  of  his  dependants  to 
prevent  him  from  conferring  favours  on 
the  defending,  and  relieving  the  dii- 
trelfed  :  but  that,  had  an  application  to  h,s 
fteward  been  neceffr.ry,  whatever  offence 
he  might  have  taken,  his  anger  mull 
have  vanifned  at  the  light  of  ib  much 
wretchednefs. 

The  man  (hook  his  head,  and  faid— 
Ah,  Madam !  you  are  very,  very 
young;  ami,  I  am  afraid,  too  good 
for  this  world!  -God  grant  you  may 
not  loon  have  reafon  to  change  your 
opinion  of  it ! ' 

I  did  not  then  underftand  the  force  of 
thefe -words.  I  have  fmce  Itrur.ed,  that 
they  muft  have  proceeded  from  furpnre 
at  my  ignorant  belief  in  the  virtue  of 
mankind.  When  I  had  given  money  to 
thefe  people,  I  enquired  into  the  uie 
they  would  make  of  it ;  of  which  tlu-y 
gave  me  ib  rational  an  account,  that  I 
doubled  the  Aim  with  the  greateft  de- 
light imaginable:  happy  in  the  amends 
this  made  me  for  the  disappointment  I 
found  in  the  unworthinefs  of  the  Lift  per- 
fon  to  whom  I  had  given  "fome  part  of 
my  burden. 

This  fucrols  encouraged  me  to  con- 
tinue my  round. 

The  next  cottage  I  went  into  pleafed 
me  by  it's  neatnefs.  I  {aw  only  one  in- 
habitant in  it :  (h:;  was  a  very  pretty  girl, 
extremely  clean,  though  as  coarfely  drefied 
as  poffible;  fhe  was  btify  in  her  dairy, 
and  nothing  about  her  wore  inch  figns  of 
poverty,  as  in  the  other  houfes  I  had 
been  in  j  however,  defirous  to  lee  whether 
the  love  of  money  was  univerfal,  I  aflced 
her  whether  me  wanted  any. 

The  girl,  in  aniwer,  faid  (he  could  not 
properly  be  laid  to  want,  fince  her  father 
and  me,  by  indxtltry  and  hard  labour, 
were  iupplicd  with  the  neccflavies  of  life; 
but  that  (he  confefied  Hie  wifhed  for 
money,  perhaps  as  much  as  the  moft  ne- 
ceffitous. 

P  a  This 
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This  appeared  to  me  a  fymptom  of  a 
depraved  appetite;  but  I  enquired  her 
reafon.  To  which  me  replied,  that  all 
queflions  were  not  to  be  anfwered.  My 
curiofity  was,  perhaps,  more  prevalent 
than  my  compafllon,  when  I  told  her, 
that  if  I  thought  the  motive  of  her  wifhes 
a  good  one,  I  might  gratify  them. 

*  If  you  will  buy  the  feciet,  I  am  fure 
'  you  deferve  it,1  replied  the  girl ;  and 
then  very  honeftly  informed  me,  though 
not  without  blufhes,  that  a  young  man  in 
the  neighbourhood  had  loved  her  from  a 
child,  and  been  equally  beloved  by  her  ; 
that  they  were  to  have  been  married  by 
the  content  of  both  their  parents,  when, 
a  few  days  before  the  appointed  time,  his 
father  died,  and  left  debts  behind  him  to 
the  value  of  twenty  pounds  ;  an  immenfe 
fum  to  a  poor  labourer.  On  this  account 
her  father  withdrew  his  confent  till  fuch 
time  as  the  whole  mould  be  paid.  This 
was  fuch  a  fpur  to  her  lover's  induflry, 
that  he  worked  far  beyond  his  ftrength, 
in  order  to  raife  the  money;  and  yet  it 
was  fo  much  to  fave,  out  of  a  labourer's 
fmall  profits,  that  notwithflanding  his 
endeavours,  it  mult  be  iome  years  be- 
fore the  debt  could  be  paid  ,off.  She  con- 
cluded by  telling  me,  that  had  fhe  money, 
jhe  would  (horten  the  time  of  her  fepara- 
tion;  doting  which,  his  affection  for  her 
might  cool,  and  the  more  reafonably,  as 
he  might  look  on  the  immoderate  fatigue 
which  opprefled  his  mind  and  overcame 
nis  health,  as  the  confequences  of  his  love 
for  her;  and  it  was  grievous  to  her  to  have 
that  appear  in  his  eyes  as  the  fource  of 
any  evils. 

A  few  gentle  tears  trickled  down  the 
poor  girl's  cheeks,  while  me  imparted  her 
appiehenfion,  which  moved  my  compal- 
fion,  as  well  as  my  reafon,  to  a  defire  of 
relieving  her.  I  inftantly  gave  her  the 
fum  (he  wanted,  and  was  over-paid  by 
the  delicacy  and  vivacity  of  her  gratitude, 
from  which  I  might  not  immediately  have 
been  freed,  had  not  her  lover  parted  by  the 
window,  bending  under  a  heavy  load  of 
com.  This  fight  attracted  her  with  all 
the  fpeed  her  legs  could  ufe;  and,  winged 
with  love,  fhe  was  with  him  before  I  hail 
moved  three  Heps  from  the  ipot  where 
fhe  had  left  me.  I  ftaid  a  little  to  fee 
the  various  emotions  exprefled  in  their 
countenances ;  me  more  delighted  to  tell 
than  he  could  be  to  hear,  as  the  fatigues 
he  had  undergone  had  more  afflicted  her 
than  him,  to  whom  they  were  fweetened 
by  the  reward  promifed  to  their  fuccefr. 


When  their  mutual  congratulations 
were  over,  I  law  the  young  man  was  ac- 
companying his  miltrefs,  as  I  imagined, 
to  add  his  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
her's ;  and  that  they  might  not  have  their 
more  pleating  converfation  broke  in  upon 
by  a  return  they  thought  necefiary,  I 
flipt  out  at  another  door,  and  wandered 
on  with  the  fame  agreeable  attention. 

I  had  not  gone  tar,  when  my  compaf- 
fion  was  excited  by  the  fight  of  a  hut, 
whofe  outward  appearance  bore  every  fign 
of  poverty;  and  when  I  entered,  I  found 
the  iniide  perfectly  corresponded  with  it. 
It  was  one  general  icene  ot  wretchcdncfs ; 
the  inhabitants  were  aimoft  naked,  and 
leemed  expiring  with  hunger. 

I  was  Ib  much  mocked  at  this  fight, 
that  I  could  not  fpeak  to  them,  till  a  few 
tears  had  rendered  my  compafllon  lels 
painful.  During  my  ftlence  they  begged 
relief,  with  all  the  clamour  of  extreme 
neceflity;  but  could  not  be  more  deliiotts 
to  receive,  than  I  was  to  give,  which  I 
did  liberally,  emptying  my  purfe  into  the 
lap  of  the  mother  of  the  family,  whom  I 
thought  the  propereil  treasurer  for  the 
whole. 

Without  flaying  to  make  any  acknow- 
ledgments, or  leaving  me  time  to  put  my 
ufual  queflion,  die  woman  ran  up  flairs  j 
upon  this  a  young  girl,  who  feemecl  on 
the  verge  of  the  grave,  burit  into  tears, 
and  was  accompanied  in  them  by  all  the 
reft,  except  an  old  man,  who  fat  by,  and 
appeared  infeniible  of  all  that  pafied. 

I  afked  the  wretched  meagre  race,  what 
occafioned  this  fudden  flow  of  grief,  w  hen 
I  had  hoped  I  had  adminiitered  prefent 
relief  to  their  neceffitics. 

The  fickly  girl  anfwered,  that,  to  re- 
lieve them  was  beyond  the  power  of  any 
being,  but  Him  who  could  change  the 
heart.     '  My  mother's  avarice,'  added 
fhe,  '  will  defeat  the  kind  intentions  of 
your  bounty :  fhe  is  not  the  real  parent 
of  any  of  us.    My  father  was  ef teemed 
rich  for  one  in  his  llation,  which  tempt- 
ed the  woman  who  has  juft  betn  tiie 
objeft  of  your  generous  pity,  to  man  y 
him,  and  thereby  to  reduce  us  all,  who 
were  the  children  of  a  former  wife,  to 
the  greateft  misfortunes  that  can  arile 
from  extreme   indigence.     She  is  fo 
very  covetous,  that  Ihe  will  not  afford 
cloathing  either  for  herfelf  or  us, or  give 
us  any  wholdome  food;  the  little  liil- 
tenance  we  obtain,  jull  fuffices  to  keep 
us  enough  alive,  to  feel  the  miferies  of 
coiitinuai  famine.     My  poor  father'; 
1  underflanding 
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undemanding  was  impaired  by  a  ftroke 
of  the  palfy,  in  a  year  after  (he  married 
him,  hapoily  lofmg  thereby  the  quick 
fenf'e  of  his  misfortunes.    Before  I  was 
brought  into  fo  very  bad  ajftate  of 
health,  I  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours  to 
prevail  OH  her  to  let  me  go  to  fervice ; 
but  the  exoence  of  cloathing  me  that 
was  neceffary,  if  I  had  left  home,  ap- 
peared fo  formidable  to  her,  that  me 
would  never  come  into  it.1 
I  pitied  this  wretched  family  more  than 
ever;  and  when  the  woman  came  down 
again,  I  tried  all  the  arguments  I  could 
devii'e,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  fuffer  me  to 
have  the  laying  out  of  part  of  the  money 
I  had  given  her;  but  this   attempt  fo 
exafperated  her,  that  flie  loaded  me  with 
abufe,  and  I  went  away  the  object  of  her 
rage  and  fury,  inftead  of  her  gratitude; 
but  was  fully  refolved  to  prevail  with 
Lord  Dorchefter  to  adminifter  relief  in  a 
more  judicious  manner  to  the  reft  of  this 
iniferable  family. 


CHAP.    XI. 

I  Had  now  disburdened  myfelf  of  the 
riches  I  had  felt  an  incumbrance, 
though  they  were  a  lefs  evil  to  me  than  to 
many  others,  fmce  they  would  have  lain 
by  me  neglected  and  unthought  of,  in- 
ftead of  betraying  me  into  vice  and  folly, 
as  is  too  often  the  confequence.  But, 
greatly  pleafed  with  having  delivered  up 
a  property  of  which  my  indifference  to  it 
rendered  me  unworthy,  I  returned  to- 
wards home,  ftrangely  perplexed  with  the 
unaccountable  difpofitions  I  had  beheld 
in  this  ihort  progrefs.  This  fubject  deeply 
engaged  my  thoughts,  when  they  were 
called  from  it  by  the  melancholy  en- 
treaties of  a  woman  who  begged  of  me. 
She  was  fitting  on  the  grai's,  with  two 
little  children  by  her,  whom  me  was  cry- 
ing over. 

I  was  now  grieved  that  my  purfc  was 
empty,  and  reproached  myfelf  for  my  too 
lavifh  bounty.  Though  I  was  barren  of 
the  means  of  relief,  yet  I  could  not  for- 
bear liftening  to  the  poor  woman's  ftory, 
moved  by  an  appearance  fuperior  to  fuch 
a  degree  of  poverty.  Her  tale  was  affect- 
ing; an  air  of  fmcerity  in  her  forrow 
would  have  convinced  me  of  her  truth, 
had  I  then  been  taught  incredulity,  by 
the  obfervation  of  deceit;  but,  at  that 
time,  I  Ihould  have  believed  a  more  im- 


.  probable  frory,  as  nothing  could  have  ap- 
peared ib  incredible  to  me,  as  that  a  per- 
i'on  Ihould  utter  a  falmood.  I  found  the 
poor  woman  was  reduced  by  misfortunes 
from  eafy  circumstances,  and  that  ibe, 
her  babes,  and  her  lick,  hufband,  were 
really  ftarving.  As  •her  diftrds  was  fo 
great,  I  dellrcd  her  to  accompany  me 
home,  where  I  hoped  to  be  fupplied  with 
the  means  of  relieving  her,  and  afliffance 
in  carrying  her  children  :  a  burden  too 
great  for  her  enfeebled  body. 

Lord  Dorchefter,  who  was  returned  be- 
fore me,  being  told  which  way  I  was 
gone,  came  out  to  feek  me,  and  met  me 
in  the  park  with  one  of  the  poor  woman's 
babes  in  my  arms,  attended  by  her  and 
the  other. 

I  did  not  leave  him  time  to  enquire 
how  I  became  thus  accompanied;  for  as 
foon  as  he  approached  me,  I  told  him,  I 
had  been  among  beggars,  till  I  had  learn- 
ed to  beg:  adding  that,  after  I  had  fb 
much  money,  it  was  mameful  to  aik  for 
more ;  but  that  I  had  fpent  all  he  had 
given  me,  in  buying  experience,  in  mak- 
ing my  own  mind  vvii'er,  and  thofe  of 
ibme  others  eafier. 

I  __then  gave  him  an  account  of  all  I 
had  done,  excufing  my  errors,  by  my  ig- 
norance of  the  pcrmfenei's  of. the  tempers 
of  his  poor  neighbours,  by  which  I  had 
been  taught,  that  charity  does  not  confift 
alone  in  giving  money;  for  that  thofe 
who  beitow  not  time  and  care  fuflicient 
to  diicover  the  merit  and  neceffitics  of  the 
objects,  of  their  bounty,  muft  often  feed 
vanity,  idlenefs,  or  avarice,  and  render 
theinlelves  unable  to  relieve  real  diftreis. 

Lord  Dorchefter,  with  a  look  of  fmcere 
affection,  told  me,  nothing  could  make 
him  fo  happy,  as  my  affording  him  any 
opportunity  of  giving  me  pleafure.  His 
fortune  could  in  no  way  be  fo  conducive 
to  his  happinefs;  and  he  thought  I  had 
laid  out  my  money  to  the  belt  purpofe 
that  ever  any  one  did,  fmce  fo  much  ex- 
perience was  never,  he  believed,  fo  cheaply 
purchafed. 

He  gave  me  a  confiderable  fum  more, 
with  a  chearfulnefs  which  (hewed  the  fm- 
cerity of  his  word. 

•  This  fupply  afforded  me  the  power  of 
doing  every  thing  requisite  for  the  poor 
woman's  relief,  and  of  enabling  her  to 
avoid  the  like  diftreis  for  the  future.  But 
though  money  gave  me,  in  this  way, 
great  enjoyment,  yet  I  could  not  be  quito 
pleafed  with  the  invention  of  coin.  I 

looked 


looked  upon  it  as  the  means  of  unhappi- 
nei's,  and  therefore  could  not  forgive  it, 
though  it  purchafed  me  the  fatisfaciion 
of  relieving  ibme  of  the  evils  it  occa- 
itoned.  It  appeared  to  me  equally  a  1'pur 
to  avarice,  and  an  incitement  to  luxury. 
The  ready  .exchange  of  it  for  all  com- 
modities, is,  to  the  vain  and  voluptuous, 
as  great  a  temptation  to  laviflmefs  in  ex- 
pence,  as  the  eafinefs  of  laying  it  up  is  to 
the  mifrr,  to  indulge  the  avaricious  t'eiire 
of  accumuluting.  People  whofe  defires 
are  infpired  by  reafon  alone,  can  Ibcii 
fay — '  I  have  enough  of  every  thing.1 
But  vanity,  avarice,  and  luxury,  have  no 
bounds:  they  who  are  under  their  influ- 
ence fuffcr  almott  as  much  pain  from 
their  ungratified  follies,  as  the  poor  c;in 
feel  from  indigence.  I  loon  perceived 
that  luxury  wasuniverfal;  even  the  poorer 
people  enjoyed  fuch  a  mare  of  it,  as  fur- 
prized  me,  when  I  compared  it  with  the 
plain  fimplicity  in  which  I  had  been 
bred. 

I  could  not  reconcile  myfelf  to  manners 
fo  unlike  my  own.  I  was  not  foon  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  their  vices ;  they 
were  fo  unintelligible  to  me,  that  I  only 
accufcd  them  of  folly:  but  yet  I  law  they 
\verevoid  of  the  fimplicity  1  found  in  my 
own  heart.  My  lord's  conduct  mewed 
him  pofleiled  with  many  virtues :  but  Itill 
I  accufed  him  of  inconfiftency ;  for  I 
could  by  no  means  reconcile  his  cruelty 
to  me.,  with  his  benevolence  to  every  other 
rerfon.  Though  I  grew  too  partial  to 
him,  to  continue  inconfolnble  for  being 
Separated  from  my  beloved  aunt,  yet  ftili, 
often  to  myfelf,  and  fometimes  to  him,  I 
called  that  treatment  cruel,  and  bewailed 
it  with  many  tears ;  efpecnlly  when  I  re- 
flected on  what  ihe  inuft  hr.ve  fuffercd 
from  the  time  of  rnv  departure ;  for  I  con- 
fds,  I  grieved  more  for  her  than  for  myfelf . 
My  lord's  converfation  had  charms  that 
afforded  me  great  coniblation;  but  flie 
could  have  none.  I  could  not  doubt  his 
atfcction  for  me :  every  look,  every  word, 
cxprelFed  it  too  vifibly  to  leave  any  room 
for  uncertainty.  His  eyes  were  filled 
with  admiration  and  tenclernefs ;  he  could 
fcarcely  endure  ahfence  for  an  hour;  all 
ioy  would  forfike  liis  countenance  the 
moment  he  loll  fight  of  me:  but  the  in- 
itant  I  appeared  again,  hi:;  eyes  mot  rap  - 
t  ires,  ai:..l  welcomed  me  before  Ins  Tongue 
could  utter  a  word.  It  did  not  Item  to 
•me  unnatural,  that  a  perfon  who  lovtd 
another  fo  entirely,  as  I  was  convinced 
Lord  Dojrcheftcr  did  me,  fliould  be  de- 


firous  of  fpending  his  life  in  her  fociety: 
not  dial  I  could  excule  fo  forcible  a  me- 
thod of  procuring  it,  nor  quite  vnderftand 
how  fo  llrong  an  afteclion  as  rendered 
my  company  neceflary  to  his  happinefs 
could  be  conceived  in  that  fhort  time v. 
but  I  myfelf  had  found  fuch  an  attach- 
ment grow  in  fo  fniall  a  fpace,  as  made 
it  not  appear  to  me  abiblntely  impoliible; 
and  in  no  other  way  could  I  form  any 
fort  of  excule  for  Lord  Dorcheiler's  vio- 
lence, though  my  heart  longed  to  do  it ; 
for  he  had  then  got  a  Itronger  interelt  in 
it  than  I  at  that  time  imagined.  I  could 
not  fufpecl  him  of  any  ill  defign  ayjaintt 
my  innocence:  of  ail  fuch  views  I  was 
totally  ignorant;  I  knew  not  what  they 
meant.  The  fliadow  of  fuch  fchemes  had 
never^been  repreiented  to  my  imagina- 
tion, whofe  fimple  purity  received  no  light 
from  his  behaviour;  which  was  fo  modeft 
and  relpefti  ul ,  that  equal  ignorance  feem- 
ed  to  rule  his  thoughts.  Since  I  learned 
how  his  mind  was  corrupted  by  the  de- 
pravity of  cuftom,  I  have  often  wondered 
at  his  command  over  himfclf;  but,  per- 
haps, he  was  fortunate  in  having  none  to 
pbferve  him,  but  one  fo  blinded  by  igno- 
rance, that  me  coull  not  eafily  furpeft 
him  of  ill.  I  thought  his  love  more  ten- 
der and  more  ardent,  than  what  my  aunt 
and  I  had  felt  for  each  other :  this  I  at- 
tributed to  a  warmer  temper  in  youth, 
and  to  the  probability  that  a  friendmip  for 
or.e  of  equal  age  might  be  Itronger  than 
where  there  was  a  difparity  in  years,  as 
the  iimilitude  of  tafte  and  difpoiition  mull: 
naturally  be  greater. 

A  woman  ienfihle  of  the  dangers  at- 
tending her  fituation,  might,  perhaps, 
have  taken  alarm  frequently  when  I  faw 
no  caufe  -or  fear:  thus  far  my  ignorance 
was  convenient  to  his  dtiign,  who  wiflied 
to  engage  my  heart  entirely,  before  I 
could  fufptft  him.  For  this  rcalon  an 
elderly  woman  was  appointed  for  my  fer- 
vimt;  a  woman  of  fenfe,  and  more  im- 
proved education  than  any  one  ought  to 
be,  who  could  affift  in  fo  bad  a  purpofej 
for  me  muft  have  known  the  motive  of 
r.ll  the  inlrm&ions  given  her,  to  which  me 
fo  dof<.ly  adhered,  that  I  never  received 
the  leaft  hint  from  her,  that  there  ever 
was  known  any  criminal  intercourfe  be- 
tween man  and  woman.  Equal  care  was 
taken  that  no  book  fliould  fall  into  my 
hands,  that  might  lellen  my  ignorance  in 
this  particular.  My  aunt's  hiftory  was 
kept  ns  much  a  fccret  by  my  lord,  as  by 
bulelf,  as  that  might  have  fhewn  how 
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jntrch  our  fex  had  to  fear  from  the  other. 
To  prevent  my  eyes  from  being  acci- 
dentally opened,  if  I  went  much  about  in 
the  neighbourhood,  my  lord  took  care,  on 
one  pretence  or  other,  after  the  little  ex- 
curfion  I  have  mentioned,  that  I  iliould 
uever  go  out  without  him  or  my  lervant, 
who  he  dcilred  might  attend  me  when  he 
was  obliged  to  be  abient.  By  i'uch  means 
was  I  kept  in  an  ignorance,  that  now  ap- 
pears to  me,  on  reflection,  almott  incre- 
dible. Perhaps  it  will  i'eem  itill  more  ib 
to  your  ladyihip;  for  none  can  compre- 
hend the  dulnel's  of  appre';eniion  in  the 
ignorant,  who  never  knew  that  igno- 
rance. 


CHAP.     XII. 

DURING  the  remainder  of  the  fmn- 
mer,  I  indulged  my  natural  talle 
for  rural  beauties.  Taught  to  admire  na- 
.  tun:  in  all  her  works,  I  could  want  no 
better  entertainment  than  what  the  fine 
filiation  of  Lord  Dorcheltev's  houie  and 
park  afforded  me;  efpecially  when  this 
was  heightened  and  refined  by  his  con- 
verlation.  He  continued  to  inllrucl  my 
reaibn,  and  plcafe  my  vanity,  at  the  lame 
time.  Child  as  I  was,  he  treated  my  un- 
derllanding  with  deference,  and  appeared 
to  me  moll  happy  when  he  converted  with 
me.  tie  Ipent  almolt  all  his  time  with  me, 
endeavouring  to  open  my  mind.  When 
we  walked  out,  or  fat  together  under  the 
refrefliing  ihades  the  park  afforded  us,  he 
would  turn  the  converi'ation  to  the  ob- 
jects around  us,  explain  their  natures  and 
their  uies,  would  lead  my  thoughts  from 
theleifertothe  greater,  from  the  vegetable 
creaiicui  to  the  animal  ceconomy,  and 
Ibmetimes  rile  to  (till  fublimer  iubjefts: 
a  talk  for  which  nothing  but  great  affec- 
tion for  me  could  render  tolerable  to  one 
of  an  under  Handing  ib  far  fuperior.  I 
could  not  but  be  delighted,  when  I  ob- 
lerved  how  gracefully  be  would,  by  let- 
ting down  his  own  undemanding,  en- 
deavour to  raife  mine  more  to  a  level 
with  it,  and  that  with  an  air  of  tender- 
nefs  and  pleaf  re,  nofof  condefcenfion, 
which,  by  a  teeming  humility,  affronts 
our  pride. 

I  was  fometimes  inclined  to  fancy, 
that  he  was  not  ib  fenfible  of  my  inferi- 
ority as  I  was  myfelf .  If  I  made  as  poor 
a  figure  in  his  opinion  as  in  my  own,  I 
thought  he  could  not  look  on  me  as  a 
companion  worthy  of  him,  and  was  afraid 


of  mentioning  my  own  conicioufhefs,  left 
I  mould  open  his  eyes  to  my  folly.  None 
admire  knowledge  ib  much  as  the  igno- 
rant. My  aunt  was  no  philoibpher;  my 
lord  fecmed  inclined  to  make  me  one;  and. 
when  I  blufned  at  my  ignorance,  would 
tell  me  that,  in  removing  it,  he  meant  not 
to  reprefent  what  he  taught  as  neceilary 
to  be  known,  only  to  open  a  field  to  my 
thoughts,  which  mould  be  productive  ot" 
conilant  amufement,  take  from  Iblitudc 
all  languor  and  weai  inefs,  and,  by  fliav- 
ing  my  mind  in  gayer  fcenes,  lecure  me 
from  the  dangers  attending  a  total  difli- 
pation ;  adding,  that  the  pleafures  he  re- 
ceived from  obferving  the  qiiickneis  ot" 
my  apprehenfions,  and  the  clearnds  of 
my  ideas,  was  no  fmall  inducement  to 
him  to  continue,  as  a  delight  to  himielf, 
what  he  defigned  at  firlt  only  as  an  en- 
tei'taiumer.t  to  me.  Ev^ry  thing  that 
bears  the  face  of  wonder,  pleal'es  a  youth- 
ful mind.  I  was  charmed  with  all  the 
novelty  which  he  repreiented  tomt;  I  wa* 
almoit  introduced  into  a  new  wotldj 
Nature  wore  a  different  face  to  me ;  my 
whole  mind  was  engaged  in  contemplat- 
ing her  works  ;  and  it  was  no  fmall  proof 
of  n  ry.  ccmplaifance,  that  I  fuffered  the 
acquiring  the  French  tongue  to  divide 
my  thoughts:  but  Lord  Dorcheftcr  de- 
fired  it;  and  to  pleaie  him,  I  applied  to 
it  with  as  much  earneftnefs,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  higheft  gratification  to  myfelf. 
He  encouraged  me  by  flattery  on  the 
quick  progrefs  I  made;  and,  by  his  con- 
veri'ation, would  enliven  the  dull  ihidy  of 
grammar,  and  teach  me  the  language  in 
great  meafure  by  difcourfe. 

My  lord's  endeavours  to  amufe  were 
not  wholly  applied  to  my  underilandiug. 
My  heart  was  to  have  it's  mare  of  plea- 
lure.  He  made  me  the  diitributor  of  his 
favours .  If  he  gave  relief  to  the  poor,  it 
wvnt  through  my  hands;  he  enabled  me 
to  remove  the  diitrefTcs  to  which  I  had 
been  a  witnefs,  and  indulged  me  in  my 
defireof  fearching  after  wretchedneis,  in 
order  to  redrefs  it;  requiring  me  never  to 
go  unaccompanied  by  my  fervant,  when 
he  could  not  attend  me :  a  care  which  I 
then  elteemed  an  additional  obligation. 
I  was  more  officioufly  obeyed  in  the  houfe 
than  he  was;  his  fervants  feeined  to  have 
learnt  from  their  mafter  to  watch  every 
look  that  might  fignify  my  inclination, 
which  they  would  not  give  time  to  rile 
to  a  wiih.  They  found  this  the  ferene 
road  to  their  lord's  favour,  to  which  I 
was  certainly  indebted  for  all  thsir  afli- 
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duity.  Had  real  regard  for  me  infpired 
any  one  of  them,  he  woukl  have  fhewn 
it,  more  efpecially  by  warning  me  againft 
the  bafe  views,  which  they  who  arc  ac- 
quainted with  the  manners  of  mankind, 
mtift  know  their  lord  entertained. 

In  this  manner  my  time  puffed,  till  the 
beginning  of  winter;  I  was  conlrantly 
employed,  but  never  weary,  for  eveiy  em- 
ployment was  made  an  amulement  j  and 
I  had  nothing  to  prevent  my  being  really 
happy,  but  the  lofs  of  my  aunt's  com- 
pany, and  the  melancholy  reflections 
which  would  arife  whenever  I  thought  of 
her  folitary  ftate,  and  the  grief  me  mud 
feel  on  account  of  her  uncertainty  con- 
cerning me.  Thefe  would  intrude  them  - 
felves  on  my  livelieft  hours.  If  I  en- 
joyed any  entertainment,  the  remem- 
brance of  her  would  check  my  pleafure, 
and  reproach  me  for  having  given  way  to 
any  one  while  (he  was  in  affliction.  Could 
I  have  banifhed  thef'e  reflections,  I  fhould 
have  been  extremely  happy.  The  change 
of  feafon  had  not  robbed  me  of  all  my 
pleafures;  it  only  varied  them.  Thecale 
of  my  mind  never  depended  on  the  gay 
fcenes  of  nature,  nor  can  my  chearfi-.l- 
nefs  be  clouded  by  heavy  fkies,  overfha- 
dowing  the  fun.  Every  thing  that  is 
agreeable  is  not  neceffary:  the  decay  of 
all  vernal  beauties  fo  little  affected  me, 
that  I  was  mocked  when  my  lord  told  me 
we  muft  foon  remove  to  London.  I  felt 
a  fort  of  dread  at  the  thoughts  of  a  change 
of  place :  the  cruel  ftate  of  my  mind  dur- 
ing the  only  journey  I  had  ever  taken,  had 
made  me  affociate  very  painful  ideas  with 
that  of  travelling. 

My  lord  eudeavoured  to  pcrfuade  me 
that  I  mould  prefer  London  to  my  coun- 
try habitation  during  the  winter.  He  told 
me  of  the  variety  of  diversions,  and  crowds 
of  company,  which  there,  in  conftant  fuc- 
ceflion,  invite  to  anuifements. 

This  appeared  to  me  no  bad  opportu- 
nity of  renewing  a  fuit,  from  which  I  had 
for  fome  time  defined;  and  accordingly, 
I  told  him,  that  fiuce  that  place  afforded 
fuch  various  entertainments,  he  could  not 
find  the  lofs  of  fo  poor  a  companion  as 
myfelf;  it  wo>  Id ,  therefore,  be  the  nohlelt 
proof  of  his  affeftion,to  comply  with  my 
ardent  wifhes  of  being  reftored  to  my 
aunt,  whereby  he  would  bind  me  in  eter- 
nal gratitude  to  his  generous  humanity. 

Defpair  of  fuccefs  had  ma.le  me  fo  long 
filcnt  on  this  fubjecl,  that  I  believe  my 
lord  was  the  more  mocked  at  hearing  me 
renew  my  requeft ;  I  never  faw  greater 


diftrefs  in  a  countenance  than  v»as  then 
imprdfcd  on  his;  he  made  me  no  imme- 
diate anfwer,  till  feeming  a  little  to  reco- 
ver himfelf,  with  a  melancholy  air,  which 
improved  the  beauty  of  his  face,  then  be- 
dewed with  tears,  he  prefled  my  hand  in 
his,    and    putting  the  other  round  my 
waiit — '  Can  my  lovely  Ophelia,"  laid  he, 
wifh  to  leave  me?  Can  you  be  infenfi- 
ble  to  the  misfortune  it  would  be  to  me 
to  lofe  that  fociety  from  which  I  can 
fcarcely  bear  an  hour's  ablence  ?  Afk 
uny  thing,  but  yourfelf,  and  judge  of 
my  love  by  the  pleafure  with  which  I 
will  grant  it :  but  life  has  no  charms 
with  me,  but  in  giving  me  the  power 
of  converfmg  with  you ;  and  to  relin- 
quifh  one  is  giving  up  the  other.' 
I  was  fo  moved  with  the  effect  of  what 
I  had  already  laid,  that  I  could  no  longer 
urge  my  luite :  I  could  not  even  wifh  to 
go  while  he  fecmcd  averfe'to  it;  but  told 
him,  it  was  not  jufttobe  offended  with  me 
for  a  defire  to  return  to  one  with  vhum 
I  had  been  fo  long  united  in  affection, 
confcquently  ought  to  love  better  than  he 
could  me  in  fo  fhort  a  time.     '  Ceafe, 
my  deareft  life,'  interrupted  he,  '  ceafe 
to  excufe  yourfelf  by  an  apology  more 
cruel  than  the  requetl.     Compare  not 
the  cold,  the  dull  affeftion  of  an  aunt, 
to  that  you  have  infpired  me  with :  her 
heart  is  incapable  of  fuch  ftrong  fenfa- 
tions.    In  pity  to  the  tortures  your  in- 
difference gives  me,  conceal  it;  allow 
me  a  poffibility  of  flattering  myfelf 
again,  that  you  make  me  fome  return  of 
affecYion  for  all  I  feel  for  you:  do  not 
throw  me  any  more  back  to  the  pains 
of  cruelleft  disappointment,  as  yuu  have 
now  done,  by  the  renewal  of  a  defire, 
to  which  I  had  hoped  your  heart  had 
ceafed  to  prompt  you.     S-.:rely  I  am 
the  moft  milerable  of  men,  to  be  able  to 
impart  and  teach  you  every  thing  but 
that  on  which  my  happinefs  moil  de 
pends.     Can  your  mind  only  recei 
impreflions  ?  Is  the  heart  of  my  Ophe 
lia  infenfible  to  no  diftrefs  but  mine  ? 
Will  fhe  who  endeavours  to  relieve  a 
other  wrctchednefs,  increafe  that  whic 
fhe  alone  can  cure.' 
Tears  accompanied  his  words,  and  hi: 
head  funk  on  my  fhoulder:   I  could  n 
forbear  mingling  a  few  with  his;  I  griev 
ed  for  having  afflicted  him;  and,  wiping 
his  eyes  with  my  handkerchief,  endea- 
voured to  repair  what  I  had  done,  with 
the  ih'ongeft  aflurances  of  my  affection, 
which  indeed  I  never  felt  fo  powerfully 
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as  at  that  moment;  and,  with  a  warmth 
which  my  heart  infpired,  afTured  him, 
that  gratitude  to  my  aunt  for  her  care  of 
and  goodnefs  to  my  helpless  infancy,  and 
pity  "tor  what  me  must  have  iiiffered  on 
my  account,  .were  the  only  fentiments 
that  could  make  me  prefer  her  ibdety  to 
his. 

My  unwillingnefs  to  give  him  pain 
made  me  ever  after  iilent  on  this  fubjecl. 
I  thought  i'uch  tender  affe&ion  deierved 
my  gratitude;  and  mould  have  looked 
upon  the  urging  this  rcqueft  as  a  greater 
breach  of  that  duty  towards  him  than 
iny  defining  from  an  unavailing  attempt 
was  of  my  want  of  duty  to  my  aunt. 

But  neither  the  relinquiihing  that  hope, 
nor  the  kindeft  exprefiions  I«ould  ufe, 
had  power  to  raife  my  lord's  fpirits:  his 
dejection  lafted  fome  days,  during  which 
he  told  me,  all  I  did  now  was  out  of 
companion  ;  what  I  laid  before,  was  the 
dictates  of  my  inclination ;  arid  while  that 
thought  lafted,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
words  to  give  him  confutation.  How- 
ever, thcfe  melancholy  impressions,  which 
ipread  their  infection  over  my  heart,  wore 
oif  before  the  time  of  our  departure. 

My  lord's  fpirits  were  not  raifed  by 
the-  neceslity  of  changing  his  abode.  He 
iighed  after  the  feaibn  of  leifure,  which 
left  him  to  the  free  enjoyment  of  my  com- 
pany ;  whereas  his  winter  occupations 
mult  frequently  divide  us.  This  was  a 
mortifying  reflection  for  me,  who,  both 
by  inclination  and  cuftom,,was  now- 
taught  to  think  his  continual  conversation 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  my  eafe  ol  mind, 
while  I  was  detained  from  my  folitude.But 
he  would  endeavour  to  perfuade  me  that 
I  mould  be  better  pleaied  in  London; 
that  novelty  and  gaiety  would  more  than 
recompense  me  for  his  enforced  abfence; 
and  with  this  notion  he  would  increafe 
his  deje£lion,  though  I  often  told  him  this 
feemed  rather  the  fear  of  hate  than  love, 
fmce  his  uneafmefs  arofe  from  the  appre- 
henfion  of  my  being  pleafed.  He  raved 
at  my  infenfibility  in  terms  that  I  could 
not  well  comprehend,  and  made  me  find 
that  ignorance  was  dangerous  when  peo- 
pL  are  eafily  offended ;  for,  without  de- 
fign,  I  had  ieveral  times  difpleafed  him. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

TH  E  day  before  we  left  the  place, 
Lord  Dorchefter  told  me,  that  it 
would  be  adviiable  for  me  to  be  iilent  as  to 


my  birth,  and  former  way  of  life,  as  well 
as  to  the  means  by  which  I  was  taken 
from  it ;  for  the  oddne.'s  of  the  event 
would  make  people  curious  to  fee  me,  and 
fo  attentive  in  obferving  me,  as  would 
greatly  pain  my  natural  bafhfulnefs ;  and 
that,  if  they  perceived  my  ignorance  of 
the  cuftoms  of  the  world,  it  would  sub- 
ject me  to  ridicule.  He  therefore  advifed 
me  to  give  way  only  to  Iilent  wonder,  if 
any  thing  furprized  me,  except  when  he 
only  wasprefent;  for  to  him  my  fimpli- 
city  and  natural  remarks  muft  always  be 
most  delightful;  but  that  to  others  it 
would  be  unneceffary  to  give  any  further 
account  of  myfelf,  than  that  I  was  under 
his  care. 

Either  my  pride  or  my  reafon  was  hurt 
by  the  concealment  my  lord  prcpofed ;  I 
believe  the  former.     Though  untaught, 
reafon  might  have  made  me  condemn 
thofe  who  could  ridicule  unavoidable  ig- 
norance; yet  only  pride  could  make  me 
fo  warm  in  my  ceniure.     I  told  my  lord, 
that  the  opennefs  of  my  difpofition  made 
me  ill  qualified  for  any  concealment  5 
that  it  would  be  icarcely  pofiible  for  me 
to  hide  my  ignorance  entirely;  and  when 
any  figns  of  it  broke  forth,  it  might  make 
me  appear  ridiculous  to  fuchas  knew  not 
my  education;  whereas,  thofe  who  did 
could  not  be  furprized  at  the  neceffary 
effects  of  it;  that,  were  it  a  misfortune  or 
a  fault,  it  mould  rather  excite  pity  than 
mirth.    '  To  triumph  over  the  wcaknefs 
of  others,"   I  added,   *  is  cruel;  but 
when  their  inferiority  proceeds,  merely 
from  the  want  of  advantage  and  oppor- 
tunities of  improvement,  it  is  no  lefs 
foolilh  than  inhuman  to  be  proud  of 
a  superiority  fo  obtained.    To  praclife 
virtue,  is  to  live  up  to  the  dictates  of 
pure  and  divine  wifdom ;  to  know  our 
duty,  the  end  and  the  defign  of  our  crea- 
tion; and  make  it  our  rule  of  action,  to 
adore,  with  pure  and  warm 'devotion, 
the  Author  of  our  Being;  to  be  not  only 
humane  and  benevolent  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  but  mindful  even  to  what  we 
efteem  theloweft  work  of  God,  isv/if« 
dom   and   knowledge,   beyond   what 
your  arts  can  teach;  for,  by  what  I  have 
already  feen,  in  leading  men  after  vain 
pursuits,  they  make  them  neglect  the 
moft  important  duties.'1 
My  lord  anfwered,  that  what  I  faid  was 
more  agreeable  to  reafon  than  cuftom; 
that  the  multitude  were  foolifh  and  in- 
confiderate,  and  would  both  blame  and 
praife  without  juft  caufe.  Such  opinions, 
E  indeed, 
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ndecd,  a  rational  perfon  might  think  be  - 
ow  his  regard ;  but  experience  would 
teach,  that  fools,  like  other  reptiles,  could 
teaze  us  with  their  noii'e,  notwithltanding 
our  juft  fenfe  of  their  infignificance. 

He  then  repreiented  to  me,  how  difa- 
grceable  I  ihould  find  it  to  have  all  eyes 
upon  me  wherever  I  appeared;  every  one, 
if  I  i'pake,  Hltening  to  hear  whattht  fair 
favage  would  Jay,  and  calling  natural 
reafon  and  fenfe,  becauie  little  known  to 
them,  ridiculous  ignorance. 

If  he  had  not  mollified  the  trrm  of  Sa- 
vage, ht  might  have  incurred  the  anger 
fc  juitiy  due  to  the  people  he  defcribed  ; 
but  he  gilded  it  vith  love  and  flattery ; 
and  the  vexation  I  had  received  at  my  firlt 
appearance,  from  being  gazed  at,  was  fo 
frefh  in  my  remembrance,  that  it  prevail- 
ed upon  me  to  conftnt  to  the  filence  he 
required  concerning  my  part  life. 

This  was  not  the  onlv  thing  for  which 
he  was  to  prepare  me.  He  now  informed 
me,  that  we  ihould  not  live  in  the  lame 
houfe.  This  fhocksd  me,  I  knew  not 
why;  I  could  not  refbraina  darting  tear; 
J  felt  a  proof  of  abated  love ;  b>nt  pride 
checked  my  tittering  the  accufation, 
whiM  refentment,  under  the  appearance 
of  fin-prize  and  curiolity,  enquired  the 
reafon  of  it.  My  lord  told  me,  that  his 
houfe  was  not  largfe  enough  to  receive 
me,  with  convenience  to  myfelf;  befide, 
that  the  great  numbers  of  people  he  was 
obliged  to  fee  upon  bufinefs,  would  be 
very  troublelbme  to  me.  The  delicacy 
of  tiiefe  rtafons,  which  I  did  not  doubt 
were  real,  made  me  fpeak  plainer  than  re- 
fentment  had  done.  I  allured  him,  that 
nothing  could  be  fo  vexatious  to  me,  as 
being  abfent  from  him  ;  and  that,  were 
vc  in  different  houles,  I  mutHofeagreat 
dtalof  his  company,  which  I  might  other- 
wile  enjoy,  efpecialiy  as  bufinefs  would 
engage  him  ib  much  at  home:  for,  were 
I  under  the  fame  roof,  the  fhorteft  inter- 
vals would  allow  me  the  fight  of  him. 

Though  he  was  tranfported  with  my 
reafon  for  begging  not  to  be  feparattd 
from  him,  yet  he  plaufibly  evaded  all  I 
could  fay,  and  brought  me  to  acquiefce, 
though  not  to  approve. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

TH  E  next  day  we  bid  adieu  to  the 
delightful  place,  where  every  thing 
bad  feemcd  dedicated  to  my  inclinations, 
and  began  our  journey  to  London.  The 


firft  day  pafTed  agreeably;  t-he 
was  very  favourable  for  travelling,  and 
we  let  out  early.  But  (topping  on  the" 
road  to  breakfait,  my  lord  left  me,  ami 
went  to  make  a  viiit  in  the  neighbour-' 
hood;  where  I  was  to  call  upon  hini 
after  our  neceflary  refrefhment. 

Being  told  the  chariot  was  nady,  I 
went  down  Hairs  ;  and  finding  it  at  the 
door,  got  in,  ordering  the  fervaiit  of  the 
houfe  to  tell  my  lord's  fervants  to  follow, 
not  feeing  them  in  the  readinefs  I  ex- 
pected. 

As  I  had  no  doubt  but  my  lord's  fer- 
vant  knew  better  where  to  call  upon  him 
tha>i  I  did,  I  made  no  attempt  toward? 
giving  directions,  which  could  have  been 
but  veiy  imperfect.  Indeed,  I  had  fcarceljr 
time  to  feat  mylelf,  he  drove  on  with  fuch 
rapidity.  I  was  not  inclined  to  complain 
of  the  hafte ;  for  no  pace  could  ft  em  too 
faft  for  me  that  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
companion  whoie  abfence,  mort  as  it 
was,  I  fonnd  tmie  to  regret.  But  after 
proceeding  with  unabated  fpeed  for  half 
an  hour,  I  began  to  wonder  at  the  dif- 
tance  which  my  lord  had  called  trifling  ; 
for  we  had  gone  tome  miles,  and  yet 
were  not  arrived  at  his  friend's  houfe.  I 
grew  alarmed,  and  could  not  help  fear- 
ing that  the  coachman  had  not  received 
iuiKcient  instructions;  I  called  to  him, 
and  excited  my  voice  to  it's  higheft  key 
to  make  him  hear  :  but  all  in  vain ;  the 
road  was  extremely  Itoney^  and  the  noift 
the  chariot  made  fo  great,  that  my  weak 
voice  was  drowned  by  it.  I  then  recol- 
lected that  I  had  never  known  it  rattle 
fo  before.  This  might  be  the  effect  of 
the  ftoneynefs  of  the-  road  ;  but  yet  I 
wondered  I  fhould  not  have  found  it,  in 
fome  degree,  in  fmoother  ways.  The  lin- 
ing aiu!  infi Je  appeared  fo  much  the  fame, 
I  co'.ild  not  fnfpt.ct  I  was  in  a  different 
equipage,  till  the  coachman  looking 
half-way  round,  I  thought,  though 
I  had  but  an  imperfec"*  glance  of  his 
face,  that  it  was  not  my  lord's  fervant. 
I  then  looked  out  at  the  painting  on  the 
outlide  of  the  doors,  and  was  immedi- 
ately fenlible  that  I  was  not  in  my  lord's 
vehicle. 

I  now  grew  ftrangely  alarmed,  tkougk 
I  knew  not  what  to  think,  and  called  to 
the  man  to  (top  as  loud  as  I  jjoflibly  could, 
but  with  as  liule  luccefs  as  before  ;  for 
my  voice  had  not  received  equal  ftrength 
with  my  impatience:  and,  after  having 
fcreamed  myfelf  hoarfe,  was  reduced  to 
wait  in  filence  for  a  lucky  opportunity  to 
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«!o  what  my  efforts  could  not ;  imagin- 
ing fomething  mult  loon  ftop  our  extra- 
ordinary fpeed.  In  this  hope,  however, 
I  was  difappointed ;  for  it  continued 
fome  hours  longer,  which,  fretted  and 
fatigued  as  I  was,  appeared  to  me  an 
age.  At  laft,  the  chariot  drove  up  to  a 
houfe,  and  itopped  at  the  door:  but  I 
was  by  that  time  fo  confounded  and  hur- 
ried, that  I  was  in  a  kind  of  ftupefaCtion, 
and  fcarcely  knew  how  to  afk  the  quel- 
tions  I  wanted  to  have  anfwered. 

A  fat  old  woman  hobbled  out  of  the 
houfe  to  meet  us,  and  opened  the  chariot- 
door.  My  confternation  was  too  great 
to  allow  of  much  connection  in  my  ideas. 
I  cried  out,  on  her  taking  hold  of  me,  for 
her  appearance  was  dilguftful — '  Who 
'  are  yon  ?  Where's  rny  lord  ?  What 
*  place  is  this?1  Not  waiting  for  anfwers 
to  the  rcfpeclive  queftions  till  all  were 
uttered. 

'  Do  not  be  in  fuch  a  hurry,  fweet 
'  young  lady!'  interrupted  the  fat  gen- 
tlewoman.   '  You  are  with  friends,  my 
pretty  dear.  His  lordfhip's  honour  will 
be  here  bye  and  bye.     You  know  he 
muft  not  come  in  broad  day-light.  But 
fear  not:  as  foon  as  it  is  dark,  he  will 
fly  to  your  arms,  like  any  fparrow  to 
his  mate  ;  and  pretty  ones  they  are,  in 
faith !  Aye,  aye,  he  has  an  hawk's  eye 
for  beauty !  Like  to  like !  Beauty  to 
beauty !  It  mould  be  fo !  All  the  wo- 
men long  for  him ;  and  happy  the  (he 
that  he  vouchsafes  to  take  notice  of!' 
If  the  firft  fight  of  this  woman  dif- 
gufted  me,  her  manner  and  difcourfe  were 
irill  more  odious.    As  me  attempted  to 
lead  me  into  the  houfe,  I  infenhbly  re- 
fiftcd :   I  had  no  reafon  to  refufe  it,  but 
confufion  and  dillike  directed  my  ac- 
tions; and  I  mould  fcarcely  have  known 
how  itrongly  they  operated,  hud  not  the 
old  gentlewoman  continued — '  Why  do 
you  Itnre  fo,  iweet  Madam  ?  Though 
I  am  a  ftranger,  I  will  be  as  tnie  and 
trufty  to  you   as  ever  a  woman  you 
could  meet  wifh.     You  feem  hugely 
timerfome,  truly;    but  I  warrant  we 
(hall  fee  you  more  couragiouier  bye 
and  bye !' 

Conquering  refiftance,  which  was  un- 
intended, I  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  led  into 
the  houfe,  where  me  continued  talking 
in  the  fume  fullbme  manner;  till,  no  longer  , 
able  to  endure  her,  I  defired  to  be  left 
alone:  a  favour  flie  would  not  grant, 
without  a  little  prelude  to  her  compli- 
ance. '  A  pretty  dear!'  cried  me,  «  me 


wants  to  think  a  little!  Well,  weU, 
think  as  much  as  you  ple;ifc  till  even- 
ing !  You  tender  ones  love  to  pay  it  off 
with  thinking!  Well,  thoughts  are 
free,  as  they  fay,  or  the  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  us!'  Had  not  her  \\ordt 
flowed  even  more  freely  than  her  thoughts 
could  rife,  I  fliould  have  liked  her  com- 
pany better,  and  found  lefs  occafion  to 
cry  out  for  mercy,  though  Ihe  feemed  to 
think  freedom  of  thought  fo  dangero.  s. 
The  old  woman,  indeed,  was  not  mil- 
taken  in  fuppofmg  I  wanted  to  think ; 
for  I  really  had  occafion  for  a  little  time 
to  compofe  my  mind,  in  order  to  get 
fome  light  into  this  (trange  event.  But 
little  could  reflection  give  me;  I  was 
more  than  ever  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  at  Lord 
Dorchefler's  meaning  in  all  this,  and 
thinking  more  increafed  my  perplexity. 
I  repented  that  my  diflike  to  the  woman's 
converfatiori  had  made  me  forbear  try  ing 
if  Ihe  could  give  me  any  information  as 
to  my  lord's  intention ;  which  was  not 
importable,  as  (he  feemed  ib  veil  apprized 
of  the  time  he  was  to  come  there.  My 
repentance  was  in  no  danger  of  being 
long,  as  a  fincere  amendment  may  rea- 
fonably  comfort  the  repentant  perfonj 
for  in  about  an  hour  (lie  returned,  and 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  repairing  my 
negle6t,  though  not  Ib  immediately  as  at 
her  firft  appearance  I  hoped  to  do :  for, 
till  I  had  itood  her  difcharge  of  nonfenfe, 
I  had  no  chance  of  being  heard.  Be- 
fore I  could  make  an  attempt  to  fpeak, 
(he  began. 

'  What,  ftill  wifhing,  and  wifliing  the 
fun  to  make  hafte  to-becl?  Yes,  yes, 
to  be  fure,  the  moon  gives  a  more  pret-- 
tier  light  to  fuch  a  fweet  pair  as  you 
are !  Well,  a  handibmer  couple  one 
wo-.ild  not  wifh  to  Ice  in  a  fummer's- 
day  !  You  are  a  perfect  beauty,  Tweet- 
ing '.—and  a  more  comelier  gentleman 
never  trod  this  earth !  But,  my  pretty 
jewel !  one  cannot  Jive  upon  finer  love  $ 
you  will  love  the  better  for  a  little  good 
eating  and  drinking !  PO  not  think  you 
mall  be  flawed  in  t'nis  hpufc.  Here  it 
comes  T 

Accordingly  the  clpth  was  laid,  and 
the  table  fpreadj  in  lefs  time  than  fhehad 
fpent  in  her  preface  to  it ;  and  me  fo  no- 
tably befth;ed  herfelf  in  this  part  of  her 
bufmefs,  that  I  could  not  make  herlitten 
to  theq'.;fcitio.ns  I  put  concerning  the  rea- 
fons  of  my  lord's  fo  fuddenly  altering  the 
intentions  with  which  he  \<f\.  me.  J 
hoped  for  more  attention,  *•.  iien  that  part 
*  of 
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of  her  employ  was  over ;  but  found  her 
thoughts  had  ftill  a  ftronger  attraction  ; 
for  when  the  table  was  covered,  her  whole 
faculties  were  engrofled  in  doing  honour 
to  her  entertainment,  on  which  (he  made 
fuch  depredation,  that  I  no  longer  won- 
dered at  her  bulk.  I  had  little  inclina- 
tion to  eat,  therefore  repeated  my  quef- 
tions ;  but  got  no  aniwer,  except,  (he 
knew  nothing  of  that.  The  firft  me  had 
heard  of  the  affair,  was,  that  my  lord 
would  be  there  as  that  night,  and  .that  (he 
might  expeft  me  in  the  morning.  As 
for  any  farther  defign,  me  was  ignorant 
of  it.  Finding  I  could  learn  little  from 
her,  I  entreated  her  abfence,  as  foon  as 
(he  had  finifhed  her  meal;  and  deter- 
mined to  wait  my  lord's  arrival  with  what 
Eatience  I  could.  From  him  I  hoped  to 
:arn  the  occafion  of  this  ftrange  whim, 
for  as  fuch  I  could  but  efteem  it ;  and 
repined  at  my  fate,  that  had  fubjefted  me 
to  be  the  fport  of  any  one's  caprice  ;  for 
it  had  really  a  veiy  difagreeable  effeft  on 
my  fpirits.  However,  as  I  grew  more 
compofed,.!  began  to  perfuade  myfelf 
that  a  man  whole  love  had  been  fo  very 
•fincere  could  not  mean  to  diftrefs  me; 
he  could  not  be  much  to  blame;  Chance 
muft  certainly  be  partly  in  fault.  With 
thefe  reflections,  adminiftering  what  con- 
folation  I  could  to  my  mind,  I  waited 
the  clofe  of  the  day ;  arid  when  that  ar- 
rived, I  durft  not  call  for  artificial  light, 
left  my  fat  landlady  fhould  accompany 
the  candles:  and  me  did  not  bring  them 
voluntarily,  I  fuppofe,  from  a  notion  that 
I  was  afleep;  for  I  got  away  by  ex- 
preffing  a  wearinefs,  which  was  real, 
though  a  defire  of  deep  was  not  the  con- 
fequence  of  it. 


CHAP.     XV. 

AFTER  I  had  been  aboxit  an  hour 
in  the  dark,  I  heard  an  equipage 
drive  into  the  yard.  My  heart  now  felt 
a  flutter  it  had  never  known  before.  This 
being  the  firft  time  of  any  long  fepara- 
tion  from  my  lord,  I  was,  till  now,  igno- 
rant of  the  pain  or  pleafure  of  expecta- 
tion. I  knew  not  how  very  dear  his 
company  was  to  me,  till  taught  by  being 
a  whole  day  without  it.  I  immediately 
thought  I  penetrated  his  defign  in  this 
whimfical  adventure ;  imagining  that  he 
certainly  had  contrived  it  as  a  punifh- 
tnent  for  m^ defire  of  leaving  him ;  and 


tc  prevent  my  re-urging  that  requeft,  by 
making  me  better  acquainted  with  my 
own  heart,  which  could  never  be  able  to 
bear  his  abfence. 

My  impatience  would  have  carried 
me  to  meet  him,  had  not  the  want  of 
light  made  me  unable  to  find  my  way : 
however,  I  was  pleafed  to  dilcovcr,  by 
the  hafle  with  which  he  ran  up  (lairs, 
that  he  was  not  lefs  imvatient  to  fee  me. 
The  door  flew  open,  while  his  hohHing 
guide  puffed  after  him,  with  a  pace  fo 
unequal  to  his,  that,  when  he  entered  the 
room,  the  glimmering  of  her  diftant  light 
ferved  only  to  give  us  a  very  imperfect 
view  of  each  other.  I  fcarccly  could 
difcern  him  before  I  found  myfelf  in  his 
arms.  The  rapidity  with  which  he  flew 
to  me,  and  the  eagernefs  of  his  embrace, 
aftoniflied  and  ftartled  me:  I  never  had 
feen  any  degree  of  fuch  familiarity  in 
him.  I  was  not  fenfible  of  any  impro- 
priety in  the  expreflions  of  affe&ion;  but, 
without  knowing  a  reafon  for  it,  I  was 
difturbed  with  this  addrcfs.  I  could  not 
think  fuch  violence  the  neceflary  confe- 

?i;ence  of  love :  I  was  as  much  rejoiced, 
imagined,  as  he  could  be ;  and  yet  i'uch 
behaviour  did  not  appear  natural  to  me. 
Suddenly  we  heard  a  fcreum,  accom- 
panied by  fome  oaths  in  a  cosrfer  tone, 
which  ferved  as  bafs  to  the  (hrill  treble 
of  the  affrighted  old  gentlewoman,  and 
terrified  me  to  a  great  degree.  We  pre- 
lently  heard  their  fteps  upon  the  ftairs, 
and  a  man  crying  out — '  Where  is  this 
'  difgrace  to  my  family  ?  Reftore  her  to 
'  me,  or  this  fword  (hall  force  her  from 
'  you  T — '  Never !'  anfwcred  the  gentle- 
man with  roe,  in  a  voice  quite  different 
from  my  lord's ;  '  never  (hall  (he  be  torn 
'  from  thefe  aims  !  With  my  life  will  I 
*  defend  her!'  And  caught  ("aft  hold  of 
me,  who  was  endeavouring  to  nm  as  far 
from  thefe  horrid  threats  as  I  c.ould. 
Had  not  fear  overpowered  my  fenies,  I 
might  have  perceived  there  muft  be  fome 
miftake  in  this  affair;  but  fright  and  ig- 
norance made  me  incapable  of  drawing 
any  rational  conclufions ;  and  I  had  little 
chance  of  recovering  myfelf,  as  the  old 
woman  entered  trembling,  with  a  candle, 
followed  by  a  middle-aged  gentleman, 
who  had  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand, 
and  fury  in  his  eyes.  A  lady,  about  the 
fame  age,  came  laft,  though  not  behind- 
hand in  anger,  if  one  might  judge  by  her 
countenance  or  words,  both  very  ex- 
preffive :  but  not  the  fliriilncfs  of  her 

voice, 


voice,  or  fharpnefs  of  her  tongue,  a  wo- 
man's only  weapons,  could  have  terrified 
me  fo  much  as  that  lame  initrument  of 
fteel.  It's  appearance  was  fo  awful  in  the 
eyes  of  the  gentleman  I  had  fuppofed 
Lord  Dorchefter,  that  he  let  me  go,  that 
he  might  the  better  onpofe  his  affailant  in 
the  fame  manner;  and  the  firft  ufe  I 
made  of  my  liberty,  was  to  fly  to  a  clofet 
at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  wherein  I 
bolted  myfelf  with  the  utmoft  expedi- 
tion ;  for  which  I  might  not  fo  conve- 
niently have  found  time,  had  notthelady 
pufhed  her  fat  gxiide,  with  a  violence 
which  her  legs,  oppreffed  by  their  bur- 
den, could  not  fupport. 

Down  fell  the  'mighty  load  of  flefh 
upon  the  ground;  and  the  lady,  not  ex- 
pecting to  overthrow  fuch  a  mountain, 
had  exerted  her  flrength  too  far,  and,  by 
the  old  woman's  giving  way,  was  ib 
t'rawn  off  her  bias,  that  fhe  fell  over 
her. 

Though  I  continued  to  tremble  more 
than  did  honour  to  my  coc.rage,  yet  I 
made  ufe  of  the  privilege  the  glafs-door 
to  the  clofet  afforded  me,  obferving 
through  it  the  fkirmim  from  which  I 
was  fb  happily  delivered.  The  clamours 
grew  intolerable;  the  old  gentleman 
treated  the  young  one  with  fury,  the 
younger  returned  it  with  fcorn;  names 
quite  new  to  me  were  given  and  return- 
ed ;  each  called  aloud  for  vengeance,  but 
neither  haftened  to  take  it.  Their  fwords 
fhone  bright  indeed,  but  appeared  fafe  as 
in  their  fcabbards;  as  they  were  not 
quite  refplendent  enoi-c.h  to  dazzle  the 
eyes,  they  feerned  pei  ffftly  innocent. 

More  vigorouily  did  our  fofrer  fex 
exert  itfelf.  The  lady  administered  fuel 
to  her  own  anger  by  reviling  the  (rum- 
bling block  that  had  ignominioufly 
brought  her  to  the  ground.  She  called 
herbawd,  ennobling  every  fentence  with 
that  name;  which  was  fo  unknown  to 
me,  that  I  imagined  it  a  fynonimous 
term  for  a  fat  woman.  She  ace u fed  her 
of  ruining  her  daughter ;  and,  having 
worked  herfelf  <,<p  to  a  proper  fpirjt,  fell 
to  beating  her  mod  unmercifully. 

The  vic~lim  of  her  rage  roared  all  the 
time,  as  if  fhe  expected  every  blow  would 
end  the  life  fhe  had  nourifhed  with  fo 
much  pleafure  and  care.  At  laft,  find- 
ing that  defence  not  fufficient  to  deliver 
her  from  an  enemy,  whofe  ears  had  been 
too  much  accuftomed  to  her  own  '  troub- 
*  lous  uproar,'  to  be  capable  of  being 


wounded  by  clamour,  fhe  tried  her 
ftrength,  and  ftruggled  with  j'uch  f  uccefs, 
that  fhe  extricated  her  arms  frcm  under 
her  antagonift,  and  returned  the  blows. 
The  battle  now  grew  very  hot ;  fierce 
were  the  attacks,  and  vigorous  the  de- 
fence. Torques,  imtead  of  drum*,  ani- 
mated the  combatants;  for  they  dui  not 
f'ufpend  the  exerciie  of  fpeech,  though 
their  hands  fufficiently  proclaimed  their 
animoiity  to  peribns  of  any  tolerable 
apprehenfion.  But  they  affaulted  each 
other's  ears  with  as  much  violence  as 
their  caps ;  abufe  flew  as  thick  as  blows; 
and  it  was  not  long  before  they  were 
both  uncoiffed.  The  lofs  of  one  caj» 
expofed  to  view  a  fine  head  of  grey  hair, 
though  then  cruelly  difheveiled,  that 
feemed  to  denote  more  maturity  of  rea- 
fon  and  coolnefs  of  brain  than  was  agree-, 
able  to  what  had  pafled.  The  other 
feized  thefe  hoary  honours;  the  reve- 
rence they  fhould  have  infpired  being  to- 
tally extinguifhed  by  envy,  which  gave 
redoubled  rage  to  the  enemy..  The  lame 
accident  happened  to  herfelf,  having  un- 
fortunately expofed  a  hairlef's  head,  for 
time  had  been  more  cruel  to  her:  how- 
everr  a  few  grafps  made  fuch  violent 
depredations,  that,  as  Shakefpeare  fays, 
*  She  made  thefe  odds  all  even;'  tor, 
getting  the  better  of  the  partiality  of  time, 
fhe  reduced  her  adverfary  to  the  fame 
bald  fiate  as  herfelf. 

While  the  women  fhewed  an  impla- 
cable deiire  of  revenge,  the  wiier  mea 
ftill  contented  themfelves  with  only  de- 
claring their  thirft  for  vengeance.  Their 
reibiutions  feemed  r.ll  for  blood  and  mur- 
der; every  word  threatened  maiming, 
fcanficatlons,  wounds,  or  death :  but 
they  were  too  great  philofophcrs  not  t& 
govern  their  actions,  though  their  unruly 
tongues  could  not  be  controuied.  They 
brandifkcd  their  fwords ;  but  each  was 
careful  to  avoid  giving  any  fcratch  that 
might  exafperate  hisantagonirh  In  fhort, 
they  rtormed  fo  exaclly  in  the  fame  key, 
thnt  neither  found  himieif  fo  inferior  to 
the  other,  as  to  be  reduced  to  call  in  a 
fhaz-perafliftant;  nor  could  either  prevail 
on  hirnfelf  to  attempt  the  ddtruclion 
each  fwore  to  effect,  till  the  old  gentle- 
man, recollecling  he  might  gain  the  ho- 
nour of  a  murder  without  danger  of  a 
mortal  refinance,  prudently  changed  the 
objecl:  of  his  threats,  and  calling  to  me 
under  \hzfiattering  denomination  of  his 
Shamelei's  Daughter,  fwore  he  would 

break 
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break  down  the  door  if  I  did  not  open  it 
inftantly ;  as  folemnly  alluring  me,  that, 
when  he  could  get  me  within  his  reach, 
he  would  pierce  my  difobedient  heart. 
This,  no  doubt,  was  a  moft  a/luring'm- 
vitation ;  he  would  have  had  an  excel- 
lent chance  of  bringing  me  out  of  my 
fen£tuary  by  f  ch  a  declaration,  had  I 
not  grown  fenfible  that  I  owed  my  dan- 
ger to  amiitake,  and  therefore  the  lure  It* 
way  of  avoiding  the  one  was  to  rectify 
the  other.  Though  as  foon  as  I  became 
convinced  of  the  error  whirh  occafioned 
this  buttle,  I  began  to  find  feme  enter- 
tainment in  the  fray,  yet  myfpirits  were 
in  too  difcompofed  a  fituation  to  be  much 
pleafed.  I  refolved  to  mew  my  felt"  to 
quiet  the  tempeft,  but  knew  not  how  to 
perform  it  lately.  Should  that  old  man 
remain  as  obftinate  in  his  error  as  the 
young  one,  he  might  deprive  me  of  all 
ienfe,  before  I  could  reftore  him  to  his 
ienfes.  In  age,  anger  will  fometimes 
be  quicker  than  the  fight.  I  therefore 
was  refolved  not  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion,  but  purpoied  to  capitulate  before  I 
ventured  out  of  my  fortrefs.  I  called 
out  to  them  that  they  were  all  miftaken 
in  me;  that  I  was  united  to  none  of  them, 
either  by  blood  or  affeftion ;  and  if  the 
gentleman  who  fuppofed  himfelf  my  fa- 
ther would  but  give  his  eyes  leiiure  to 
convince  him  of  Us  error,  I  would  come 
forth  to  them . 

The  promife  I  aflced  was  given  me, 
and  I  opened  my  door;  but  I  had  not 
gone  two  fteps  into  the  room,  before  the 
old  man,  whofeeyes  were  grown  dim  by 
age,  and  his  reafon  obfcured  by  pailion, 
ran  at  me  with  his  fword  drawn.  I  was 
flying  back  into  my  afylum,  from  whence 
I  mould  not  eaiily  have  been  again 
tempted  forth,  had  not  the  young  gentle- 
man refcued  me  from  the  fudden  end 
with  which  my  exiftence  was  threatened, 
by  catching  hold  of  the  outrapous  fa- 
ther. Upon  the  promife  of  not  letting 
Kim  go  till  better  light  had  cleared  up 
tlie  miftake,  I  confented  to  venture  to 
approach  the  candle,  which  immediately 
(hewed  them  all  that  they  were  in  an  er- 
ror, and  gave  rife  to  a  new  kind  of  up- 
roar, one  exclaiming  for  his  Harriet,  the 
other  cry-ing  out  for  his  daughter;  and 
all  appeared  fo  mortified  to  rind  a  Itran- 
ger  in  her  place,  that  I  began  to  appre- 
hend a  bad  reception,  efpecially  as  I  could 
give  but  very  indifferent  anfwers  to  their 
various  que/tions.  We  were  not  long  at 


alofs  to  comprehend  that  all  this  confu- 
fion  was  occaiioned  by  the  fervant  at  the 
inn  having  informed  me  of  the  readinefs 
of  this  young  nobleman1 8  equipage,  ia- 
ftead  of  the  lady  fo  furiouily  contefred, 
and  by  my  heedkiuiefs,  wine!)  had  pre- 
vented me  from  difcovering  the  blunder. 
The  view  of  the  company  was  now  to  de- 
ceive each  other;  all  declared  iheimpof- 
fibility  of  going  in  fearch  of  the  lady  I 
had  perfonated,  in  fo  dark  and  fo  itornvy 
a  night,  efpecially  as  the  road  was  intri- 
cate and  hard  to  find.  But,  as  it  ap- 
peared, this  was  a  feint ;  for  the  old  gen- 
tleman, I  fuppofe,  confidering  that  it 
would  be  difficult  for  him  to  fteal  a 
march,  as  he  was  lodged  in  the  enemy's 
quarters,  thought  it  better  to  relinquifh 
his  hopes,  in  order  to  diiappoint  the 
other.  Accordingly,  he  told  him  he 
was  convinced  he  only  defigned  to  bub, 
ble  him,  in  lulling  him  into  fecurity,  by 
agreeing  with  him  in  this  point,  and  then 
fetting  forth  after  the  fugitive,  when  he 
imagined  his  e.afy  dupe  was  fait  aneep. 

He  acknowledged  he  had  entertained 
the  fame  intentiou  himfeif ;  but  recol- 
lecting how  difficult  it  would  be  to  exe- 
cute it,  he  was  refolved  to  make  it  equal- 
ly fb  to  both,  and  would  not  go  into  bed 
the  whole  night,  nor  fuffer  his  horfes  to 
be  unharnefied,  nor  his  fervants  to  enter, 
the  houfe,  unlefshis  lord/hip  would  con- 
lent  that  their  fervants  mould  be  fo  lodg- 
ed together,  that  they  could  not  be- igno- 
rant of  ench  other's  motions.  Bciides. 
which,  lie  required  that  the  keys  of  the 
houfe  doors  mould  be  depofited  in  my 
hands,  and  that  I  mould  not  deli  verthur. 
up  till  they  met  next  morning  at  day- 
break ;  promifmg  then  to  carry  me  to  the 
town  from  whence  I  had  by  miftake 
been  brought. 

The  ill  grace  with  which  the  young 
nobleman  agreed  to  a  propofal  that  it 
was  to  no  purpofe  to  reject,  was  a  fu in- 
dent proof  that  the  old  gentleman  had 
not  millaken  his  views.  A  flipper  was 
now  ferved  up,  which  I  fuppofed  was  in- 
tended for  a  more  amicable  entertain- 
ment. Eveiy  one  eat  as  their  feveral 
difappointmcnts  would  permit  them,  but 
none  fo  little  as  myll-lf.  The  fatigue 
and  great  agitation  of fpirits  which  I  had 
that  day  endured,  afFcclrd  me  very  much ; 
and  the  uner.iinefs  I  imagined  Lord 
Dorchcfter  would  be  under  ou  my  ac- 
count, with  my  uncertainly  of  finding 
him  at  the  town  where  I  was  to  be  car- 
ried 
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tied  the  next  day,  was  an  additional 
weight  to  my  fpirits.  However,  melan- 
choly or  ill-humour  made  us  appeal- 
much  upon  an  equality ;  not  a  word  was 
uttered  by  one  of  the  company ;  the 
dumb  fliew  of  civility  was  fcarcely  kept 
up ;  and,  as  loon  as  fuppcr  was  ended, 
the  elderly  pair  defired  to  have  the  condi- 
tion immediately  complied  with,  and  then 
to  be  fhewn  to  their  chamber. 

The  young,  lord  would  have  deferred 
the  delivery  of  the  keys,  on  pretence  of 
the  earlinefs  of  the  hour ;  but  prudence 
or  pofitivenefs,  qualiti.-s  to  be  expe6ted 
in  old  age,  rejecled  ail  his  evafions  in  a 
manner  that  mewed  his  folly  in  prefum- 
ing  to  form  expectations  on  the  eaf'y  cre- 
dulity of  one  who  had  arrived  at  the  age 
of  (hfpicion. 

At  laft,  yielding  to  neceflity,  he  deli- 
vered the  keys  into  my  hands,  at  the 
fame  time  entreating  me  to  allow  him 
an  hour  of  my  company ;  afluring  me, 
in  a  whifper,  that,  could  he  obtain  that 
favour,  he  mould  efteem  the  accident  to 
which  he  ihould  owe  it  as  a  very  fortu- 
nate one ;  adding,  that  a  glance  of  my 
charms  muft  efface  the  impreflion  which 
any  other  might  have  made  on  a  heart 
that  had  never  felt  their  fuperior  excel- 
lence. 

This  bombaft  compliment  was  unan- 
fwerable  to  my  grovelling  genius,  fo  I 
attempted  not  to  reply,  ana  found  no  in- 
clination to  grant  his  requeft :  for  the  fa- 
miliarity of  behaviour  which  confounded 
and  lurprizcd  me,  when  I  took  him  for 
Lord  Dorcheftei ,  appeared  odious  to  me 
fmce  I  knew  him  to  be  another. 

My  room  was  dole  to  .that  wherein 
the  gentleman  and  lady  lay.  As  foon  as 
I  got  into  it,  I  bolted  my  door,  the  bet- 
ter to  fecure  the  truft  repoled  in  me ;  fear- 
ing lelt  any  attempt  might  be  made  by 
the  young  lord  on  the  keys  in  my  cufto- 
dy.  Though  I  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  merits  of  the  cauie,  yet  I  found  my- 
felf  inclined  to  the  fide  of  the  parents  : 
they  had  a  natural  right  over  their  daugh- 
ter;  and  might  juftly  have  demanded 
more  duty  from  her,  than,  according  to 
the  appearances  of  the  atFair,  they  feem- 
ed  to  me  to  have  received.  They  had, 
among  the  articles  of  agreement,  flipu- 
latsd  for  my  lying  near  them,  which  fe- 
cured  me  from  moleftation.  Fatigue 
got  the  better  of  vexation,  and  gave  me, 
perhaps,  a  qsieter  night  than  any  of  the 
family. 


CHAP.     XVI. 


HAD  not  a  habit  of  early  rinng 
taught  me  to  wake  at  break  of 
day,  the  noiie  in  this  houfe  of  confufion 
would  have 

'  ——Broke  the  bands  of  fleep  afunder, 
And  rouz'U  me  like  a  rattling  peal  of  thunder .' 

The  eagemefs  to  depart  raifed  them 
all  at  once ;  the  ieivants  were  haftened  j 
they  thcmlelves  hurried;  and  everything 
was  ordered  with  ib  much  noiie  and  buf- 
tle,  that  all  were  confounded ;  and  their 
intention  was  retarded  by  their  eagernefs 
to  put  it  in  execution. 

I,  by  proceeding  without  any  extraor- 
dinary hafte,  was  dreiTed  and  ready  be- 
fore any  of  the  company ;  and  my  fpirits 
being  elevated  by  my  approaching  de- 
parture from  a  houfe  I  had  ib  little  reafon 
to  like,  I  found  fome  entertainment  in 
obferving  how  much  they  hindered  each 
other  by  their  general  hurry.  At  laft, 
however,  we  got  into  the  rcf  pective  vehi- 
cles ;  the  young  lord  alone  in  his,  I  with 
the  old  gentleman  and  lady.  The  for- 
mer had  prefled  me  to  accept  of  a  place 
in  his  equipage;  but  though  neither  of 
them  feemed  to  promife  a  very  amicable 
fociety,  yet  the  others  appeared  as  if  they, 
would  be  the  leaft  troublefbme. 

To  be  alone  in  the  midft  of  crowds 
has  been  the  counterpart  of  that  boail  of 
abftracled  philofophy,  fo  often,  though 
ib  feldom,  with  reaibn,  pretended  to,  of 
never  being  kfs  alone  than  when  alone  j 
but  my  companions  might,  without  va- 
nity, have  claimed  all  the  honour  that 
can  arife  from  that  fublime  neglecT:  of 
every  thing  around  us;  for  had  each 
been  the  only  being  on  earth,  there  could 
not  have  exifted  lefs  fociety.  An  abfo- 
lute  filenfc  was  preferved  during  the 
whole  road;  and  i'nch  is  the  force  of  ex- 
ample, that  though  nothing  could  be 
more  foreign  to  my  nature,  yet  I  follow- 
ed it  implicitly,  and  was  as  dumb  as  my 
companions.  In  this  unfociable  way  we 
travelled  till  the  beil  part  of  the  day  was 
fpent:  for  not  having  proceeded  with  the 
expedition  I  had  done  the  day  before,  I 
found  it  a  long  journey,  and  fomewhat 
the  more  fo  for  growing  very  hungry  ; 
for  none  of  the  company  would  flop  on 
the  road.  It  was  too  mr-ch  to  mortify 
at  once  two  fuch  natural  appetites  as  him  - 
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love  of  talking;  but  I  could 
meet  with  noredrefs.  I  did  indeed  break 
lilence,  juft  to  fignifymy  opinion  of  the 
neceiuty  there  was  for  a  little  refrefh- 
ment,  both  for  us  and  the  holies  ;  but 
the  only  confequence  of  it  was  a  furl y  fen- 
tence  from  the  old  lady,  by  way  of  an- 
fwer;  who,  in  a  grumbling  tone,  faid, 
thole  were  lucky  who  were  fo  much  at 
thtireai'e  as  to  think  of  fuch  things;  for 
her  part,  her  daughter  had  given  her 
dinner  and  (upper  too;  and  if  1  had  not 
been  carelefs  and  foolifti,  I  might  now 
have  been  where  I  fhould  be.  Thus  re- 
buffed, I  relumed  the  filence ;  which 
was  never  after  broken  by  any  of  the 
company,  except  by  the  cough  of  the  old 
gentleman,  who  was  fomewhat  phthi- 
ikal. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  inn  from 
which  I  had  been  fo  ftrangely  carried,  the 
firft  perfon  I  faw  was  Lord  Dorchefter, 
who  I  afterwards  underftood,  and  then 
hoped,  was  watching  at  the  door.  He 
rather  lifted  than  handed  me  out  of  the 
coach,  receiving  me  with  an  embrace, 
•which  I  frankly  returned,  overjoyed  at 
being  once  more  reftored  to  him. 

My  lord  led  me  into  the  inn,  and, 
with  looks  of  inexpreffible  delight,  re- 
pented his  congratulations  on  my  arri- 
val. He  told  me,  that  having  waited  at 
bis  friend's  houie  long  after  the  time  he 
expecled  me  to  call  on  him,  he  grew  un- 
eafy  left  fome  accident  had  befallen  me, 
and  came  buck  to  the  inn  to  learn  the 
Occafion  of  my  delay.  He  did  not  long 
:i  in  ignorance.  He  found  a  very 
Landfome  young  woman  in  the  inn  yard, 
almoft  frantic  k ;  all  the  people  gathered 
about  her;  while  me,  infenfible  of  the 
ridicule  to  which  (he  expoled  herfelf,  la- 
mented her  ill  fortune,  and  uttered  all 
the  exclamations  of  dcfpair.  Though 
theyoung  lady's  features  were  altered  by 
fear  and  anguifh,  yet  my  lord  recollcfted 
thnt  he  had  been  acquainted  with  her  in 
London,  where  (he  was  educated  by  an 
aunt  with  whom  (lie  lived,  till  her  fa- 
ther, who,  though  a  man  of  fortune,  was 
vulgar  in  manners,  and  low  in  under- 
Handing,  gave  her  his  fervant  for  her 
mother-in-law. 

The  fccr.cwas  changed  ;  he  was  now 
reduced  to  a  more  abject  iervitmie  than 
his  bri'de  was  in  before.  This  woman 
infilled  on  her  daughter-in-law's  return- 
ing home;  thinking  her,  while  at : 
tance,  more  out  o{  li-.-r  pr.wer  than  was 
agreeable  to  her  love  for  her  new-  acquired 


dominion.  Lord  Dorchefter  had  heard 
of  this  melancholy  change  in  the  young 
lady's  way  of  life,  and  had  pitied  her ; 
but  was  now  alarmed  by  the  apprehen- 
fions  offome  much  greater  diftrefs.  He 
enquired  the  caufe  of  her  detracted  beha- 
viour, and  received  for  ahfwer,  that  it 
was  owing  to  another  young  lady's  hav- 
ing by  miftake  gone  in  the  chariot  de- 
igned for  her,  by  which  means  (he  wa* 
left  without  a  guide  to  the  place  where 
(he  was  to  go;  but  the  occafion  of  her 
being  fo  very  much  diih-efled  about  it 
they  could  not  tell,  nor  what  (he  meant 
by  continually  exclaiming,  that  me  was 
undone  mould  (he  be  difcovtred,  and  was 
the  moft  miferable  wretch  upon  earth. 

My  lord  afked  who  it  was  that  had 
gone  in  the  conveyance  (he  fo  much  re- 
gretted ;  when  one  of  his  fervants  per- 
ceiving him  in  the  crowd,  came  up,  and 
anfvvered  his  queltion,  by  telling  him  it 
muft  be  Mil's  OphtliaLenox,  for  (he  was 
no  where  to  be  found ;  and  one  of  the 
fervants  of  the  inn  had  confefied,  that 
fuppoiing  it  her  equipage,  he  had  inform- 
ed her  it  was  ready.  Another  belong- 
ing to  the  houfe  foon  confirmed  this,  by 
declaring  he  faw  me  get  into  it,  and  had 
received  orders  from  me  to  bid  the  fer- 
vants follow  directly. 

My  lord  was  polite  enough  to  tell  me, 
that  he  was  now  a  fit  companion  for  the 
difappointed  lady,  being  almoft  as  mad 
as  (he  was;  till  his  mind  received  fome 
confolation,  by  con fidering  that  the  mif- 
take could  not  lail  long,  and  that  he 
might  get  fuch  information  from  her, 
as  would  enable  him  to  overtake  me. 
Upon  this  he  prevailed  with  her  to  go 
juto  a  room,  where  he  could  more  con- 
veniently enquire  into  the  affair,  and  (he 
might  with  more  decency  indulge  her 
grief. 

The  young  lady  frankly  declared  to 
him,  that,  from  the  time  (he  left  Lon- 
don, (lie  had  received  the  moil  cruel 
treatment  from  her  mother-in-law;  who, 
not  contented  with  the  fufferings  (lie 
could  heritlf  inflict,  had  frequently  exaf- 
ptrated  her  father  fo  much  ngainit  hi-r, 
that  (he  had  led  n.  wretched  life.  The 
beginning  of  that  Cummer  Lord  — — 
cume  into  their  neighbourhood  on  a  vi- 
fit.  He  foon  uiftinguifhed  her  by  his  ad- 
drefles ;  and,  in  the  opportunities  re- 
peated vifits  gave  him,  had  prevailed 
with  her  to  fly  from  ail  the  mifenes  in- 
flicted on  her,  and  commit  herfelf  to  his 
protection.  The  manner  of  her  flight 

was 
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was  performed  according  to  the  plan 
they  had  agreed  on ;  when,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  execution,  I  fruftrated  their 
fcheme  by  my  unlucky  miftake. 

Lord  Dorchefter  told  me,  that,  out  of 
a  juft  lenle  of  the  duties  a  child  owes  to 
her  parent,  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
her  againft  fo  great  a  breach  of  hers; 
advifing  her  to  go  to  her  aunt,  and  al- 
furing  her  of  his  moft  earneft  endeavours 
to  prevail  with  her  father  to  confent  to 
her  living  there. 

His  care  was  not  unavailing;  the 
young  lady  coni'ented ;  and  he  hired  her 
a  chariot,  lending  one  of  his  fervants  to 
efcort  her  to  London.  All  the  fatisfac- 
tion  he  received,  was  from  having  re- 
claimed her  from  difobedience ;  for  me 
WP.S  fo  ignorant  of  what  was  to  become 

of  her  after  me  got  into  Lord  's 

equipage,  (his  fervant  being  her  guide) 
that  me  could  not  give  the  leaft  account 
where  I  might  be  found.  However,  af- 
ter my  lord  faw  her  let  out  towards 
London,  he  and  his  fervants  went  forth 
on  a  fniitlefs  fearch,  till  night,  and  de- 
fpair  of  fuccefs  brought  them  back  to 
the  inn,  with  an  intent  of  making  a 
more  exact  fearch  the  following  day. 

Accordingly,  they  purfued  their  pur- 
pofe  the  next  morning  as  foon  as  day 
appeared  ;  but  having  been  equally  un- 
fuccefsful  as  the  night  before,  he  return- 
ed to  the  inn,  (till  in  hopes  I  might  be 
again  brought  thither.  Reduced  to  this 
expectation  as  his  only  refource,  he  was 
walking  every  way  within  fight  of  the 
inn,  in  the  extremeft  impatience,  when 
his  attention  was  awakened  by  the  found 
of  two  vehicles  from  a  crofs-road.  Pro- 
bability was  now  unneceflaiy.  T^pe 
fmallelt  poffibility  is  fufficient  to  flatter 
our  expectations  in  any  thing  we  ardent  - 
ly  defire.  My  lord's  hopes  were  railed, 
and  were  not  difappointed  ;  for  it  was 
our  equipages  which  had  given  rife  to 
them. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

AFTER  I  had  performed  my  part 
in  giving  an  account  of  all  the 
confequences  of  my  error,  and  made 
fome  fevere  reflections  on  my  inadver- 
tency, Lord  Dorchefter,  finding  that  the 
young  lady's  father  and  mother  were  in 
the  inn,  left  me,- in  order  to  perform  the 
promife  he  had  given,  of  trying  the  force 


of  his  eloquence  on  a 'mind  too  infenfible 
to  afford  rum  any  certainty  of  fuccefs. 

Above  two  hours  palled  in  this  con- 
ference ;  at  the  end  of  which  he  returned 
to  me,  and  informed  me,  that  he  had  not 
only  prevailed  on  the  gentleman  to  for- 
give his  daughter's  intentional  difobedi- 
ence, in  consideration  of  her  fincere  re- 
pentance, and  to  give  her  leave  to  remain 
with  her  aunt,  but  had  even  obtained 
thepermifllon  under  his  hand,  with  a  fet- 
tlcmenton  his  daughter 'while  {he  conti- 
nued there;  to  put  it  out  of  his  wife's 
power  to  make  him  recal  his  promife. 

I  have  related  this  affair  as  it'was  then 
told  me ;  but  I  mall  now  give  your  la- 
dyftripan  ex?6t  account  of  fome  circum- 
ftances  which  were  concealed  from  me, 
till  fecrefy  was  of  no  longer  uie.  What 
appeared  plain  enough  to  my  tindoubtinsj 
ignorance,  would  feem  obfoure  to  thole 
whole  knowledge  of  the  world  leads  them 
to  fee  a  deficiency  in  particulars. 

This  nobleman  had  not  been  long  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  family,  before 
he  began  to  make  his  addrefles  to  the 
young  fugitive ;  and,  pretending  to  be 
unmarried,  he  feigned  honourable  views, 
inventing  reafons  for  concealing  it  from 
her  father.  He  at  laft  prevailed  with  her 
to  make  her  efcape  from  her  parents^ 
and  fly  to  him,  promifing  to  fanftify  fo 
ra(h  a  Itep  by  an  immediate  marriage. 

Thefe  particulars  me  related  to  Lord 
Dorcheiter,  who  acquainted  her  with  the 
deceit  put  upon  her  credulity  ;  informing 
her,  that  the  young  nobleman  was  alrea- 
dy married  to  a  woman  of  rank  equal  to 
himfelf,  but  was  too  well  known  in  the 
world  for  a  debauched,  diflblute  man. 

After  fuch  a  difcovery,  it  was  not 
difficult  to  convince  her  that  his  views 
were  far  different  from  what  he  pretend- 
ed, and  that  marriage  had  been  only 
made  the  lure  to  draw  her  into  his  power. 
As  love  had  not  extinguiihed  her  fenfe  of 
virtue,  little  confederation  was  requifite 
to  determine  her  to  ily  a  man  unworthy 
her  confidence  or  efteem.  But  rtie  dui  it 
not  return  home  ;  therefore  could  eafier 
refolve  what  courfe  to  avoid  than  what 
to  take.  In  fuch  grief  of  mind,  {he 
was  incapable  of  thinking,  to  any  pur- 
pofe:  but  Lord  Dorchclter's  humanity 
led  him  to  think  for  her;  and,  as  I  have 
laid,  he  prevailed  with  her  to  go  to  her 
aunt, from  whofe  goodnefs  he  encouraged 
her  to  hope  a  pardon  for  an  action  rather 
rafh  than  criminal,  to  which  me  had  been 
F  driven. 
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driven  by  the  ill  treatment  of  her  mo- 
thcr-in-law,  as  much  as  ffte  had  been 
enticed  by.  the  man  whom  fhe  loved  too 
well  to  fufpe6V. 

As  I  had  no  notion,  a  man  could  be 
guilty  of  fo  bad  an  aftion,  I  fim/ly  be- 
lieved the  ftory  as  ray  lord  rchtc'J  it; 
who,  chafing  rather  to  ta*ke  advantage 
of  my  ignorance,  than  to  place  his  hopes 
in  corrupting  the  ir.nocetue  of  my  mind, 
thought  proper  to  conceal  ciro.mftances 
which  mult  lead  me  into  reflections  that 
could  not  fail  to  alarm  me  on  account  of 
my  own  fituation . 

I  had  been  ib  harafled  by  the  events  of 
that  and  the  preceding  day,  that  my  lord 
would  Hot  attempt  to  proceed  any  farther 
till  the  next  morning;  by  which  time  he 
hoped  I  might  be  a  little  refrefhed. 

The  remainder  of  our  journey  was 
performed  with  fafety  ami  quiet,  nothing 
uncommon  happening  to  us  the  reft  of  the 
time.  We  arrived  in  London  towards  the 
the  dole  ot  the  evening,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  borrowed  light  for  the  gay  appearance 
of  the  multitude  of  fliops  with  which  it  is 
rilled ;,  and,  by  being  much  illuminated, 
they  received  double  luftre.  As  all  was 
new,  all  was  remarkable  to  me;  and  at 
every  thing  we  drove  by,  '  I  wondered 
'  with  the  foolim  face  of  praife.'  What 
then  pafled  in  my  mind  has  convinced 
me  that  want  of  experience  makes  us  as 
mere  children  at  fixteen  as  at  fix  years 
old.  Every  gewgaw  charmed  me;  every 
tawdry  fhop  amazed  me.  I  fpoke  only 
in  exclamations;  every  look  flared  afto- 
viifument.  The  vivacity  of  my  fcnti- 
ments  made  my  folly  the  more  confpi- 
cuous;  but  it -was  at  laft  curbed,  by  ob- 
ferving  how  much  my  lord  was  diverted 
with  my  behaviour.  I  wifhed  him  all 
pofable  entertainment  on  any  other  fub- 
je£l,  but  my  pride  would  not  fuffer  me 
to  continue  the  object  of  his  mirth. 
With  much  difficulty,  I  endeavoured  to 
conceal  my  emotions  by  lilence  ;  but  I 
found  that  my  eyes  fpoke  them  as  ftrong- 
~i'y  as  my  words ;  and  my  lord  mewed 
me  to  how  little  pr.rpofe  a  ptrfon  will 
pretend  to  aft  the  hypocrite,  whofe 
thoughts  nre  legible  in  the  eyes.  He 
nofonly  law  what  my  iilence  would  have 
.ii  d,  but  the  reafon  why  I  wifhed 
to  do  it;  and,  to  gratify  my  pride,  laid 
all  that  could  forvc  to  convince  rue  that 
:n':e  was  1:0  j\i::\,r,'-h  to  thole  \v!io 
-t  the  means  of  learning.  All  we 
i!  from  Nature  was  Ycr.fon ;  this 
•  •  •  ,'irtue,  u 


valuable  fentiment ;  but  as  to  the  manual 
operations  of  art,  it  would  be  ftupidity 
not  to  be  ftruck  at  the  firft  light  of  them.. 
By  iiich  arguments,  he  made  me  no 
longer  appear  fo  little  in  my  own  eyes ; 
I  was  again  reftored  to  my  fpeech,  and 
forgave  him  the  entertainment  he  took 
in  it. 

My  eyes  were  fo  well  amufed,  that  I 
was  ferry  when  we  flopped  at  the  houfe 
which  my  lord  told  me  was  my  own. 
The  rooms,  after  the  fpacious  manfion  I 
had  left,  appeared  fmall ;  but  were  ele- 
gant and  pretty :  and  as  I  had  regretted 
the  lol's  of  the  country  fcenes  I  had  left 
behind,  my  lord  informed  me,  that,  as 
far  as  was  in  his  power,  he  had  fupplied 
the  want  of  them,  having  chofen  a  houfe 
ib  fituated,  that  the  back-rooms  looked 
into  St.  James's  Park. 

My  lord  fpent  the  evening  with  me, 
acquainting  me  with  the  number  of  my 
family,  which  conliited  only  of  one  maid, 
beiides  her  I  brought  out  of  the  country, 
and  one  footman. 

As  we  entered  the  houfe,  I  obferved  a 
kind  of  box,  much  ornamented,  which 
attracted  my  notice,  and  excited  my  cu— 
rioiity  after  the  ufe  of  it.  This,  I  was 
informed,  was  a  fedan-chair ;  which,  that 
nothing  might  be  wanting  to  my  con- 
venience, had  been,  befpoke  before  I  came 
to  town.  My  lord  told  me  it  was  to  be 
my  equipage,  and  mewed  cloaths  for  the 
chairmen,  in  the  fame  livery  as  my  foot- 
man, which  differed 'from  his  lordrtiip's  ; 
and  being  left  in  it  to  his  own  fancy,  was 
the  neatelt  and  genteeleft  livery  I  have 
ever  feen. 

When  Lord  Dorchefter  departed,  be- 
ing a  good  deal  fatigued  with  the  length 
of  our  journey,  I  went  direclly  to  bed  j 
nor  could  all  the  novelty  which  had 
amulld  my  rnind  keep  me  awake.  But 
fweet  as  my  (lumbers  were,  I  could  not 
not  long  enjoy  them  :  fudden  noifes  in 
the  flreets  awaked  me  in  a  terror.  I 
imagined  that  a  dead  filence  was  the 
conflant attendant  on  night;  and  having 
lat  in  a  room  that  looked  in-to  the  park 
till  I  went  to  bed,  I  had  not  been  unde- 
ceived in  this  pwtrcuhr.  A  moderate 
noile  perhaps  would  have  patTcd  unheard 
by  me,  Ib  ioundiy  1  llept ;  but  feme  peo- 
ple engaged  in  a  quarrel,  were  fo  cla- 
morous under  my  chamber-windows,  as 
iiv.ll  have  rouzed  even  Scinnus  hirnklf. 
•r.ht  was  fo  gri.ar,  that  I  fo;  nd 
niyfelf  at  the  window  befoie  I  was  fen- 
iibL'  1  had  left  my  bed:  the  nuile  n*- 
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turally  drew  me  thither,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  the  occafion  of  it.  The  crowd  I 
beheld  jncreaied  my  fears  to  a  height  that 
rendered  me  motionlefs;  but  I  was  Coon 
relieved  by  feeing  them  move  down  the 
ftreet,  till  they  were  loft  both  to  my  fight 
and  hearing. 

When  the  danger  was  paft,  which  I 
imagined  had  threatened  me,  I  endea- 
voured to  compofe  my  fpirits,  and  return 
to  my  bed  :  but  reft  was  no  longer  to  be 
found  there.    The  hour  v  as  come  for  the 
return  of  all  my  gay  neighbours  to  their 
houfes,   which  was  proclaimed   with  a 
noife  that  could  not  fail  of  diihirbing 
the  fober  part  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
peculiarity  of  a  footman's  rap  ftartledme 
very  much :  I  at  firft  fan-ied  ibme  ftrange 
difaftrous  diftrefs  mult  be  the  occafion 
of  fo  great  a  noife;   but  on  more  exact 
obfervation,  and  hearing  exactly  the  fame 
Ibrt  of  knocking  at  different  doors,  I  be- 
gan to  dilcover  an  art  in  it  ill-fuited  to 
any  i'uch  caufe.     Having  no  notion  of 
any  other  end  of  knocking  at  a  door  than 
to  make  one's  felf  heard,  I  could  not 
fuppofe  thefe  flourifhes  were  xrfed  ior  fo 
plain  and  limple  an  intent;  and  at  laft 
convinced  myfelf  that  it  mult  be  one  of 
the  pleafures  of  a  people  whom  I  thought 
capricious  enough  to  be  capable  of  any 
thing  that  was  ridiculous.     This  led  me 
to  fome  very  fevere  reflections  on  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who  could  indulge  tliem- 
felves  in  fo  foolifh  an  amufement,  at  a 
time  of  night  when  they  irmft  give  great 
difturbance  to  perfons  who  kept  regular 
hours,  and  might  prove  very  hurtful  to 
the  fick.     I  then  had  recaurie  to  all  my 
learning;    and,  with  the   ignorance  of 
many  cenforious  politicians,  defpifedthe 
legislature  which  admitted  fuch  teazing 
follies  j  and  by  drawing  companions  be- 
tween this  neglect  of  order  and  the  ac- 
counts I  had  read  of  the  governments  of 
fome  other  kingdoms,  found,  in  the  dif- 
turbance of  my  reft,  good  reafon  to  quar- 
rel with  our  conftitution.  Many  of  thofe 
who  inveigh  moft  ftrongly  againlt  it,  pur- 
haps   cannot  aflign  a   better.     But   as 
politicks,  though  enlivened  by  anger  and 
cenfure,  will,  without  opposition,  become 
languid  and  dull,  my  wife  and  fevere  re- 
flections grew  competing,  and  I  again 
fell  into  a  fweet  (lumber.      Sleep  now 
(coned  inclined  to  treat  me  like  a  ftranger, 
not  with  the  carelefs  dull  manner  of  an 
old  acquaintance,  letting  me  be  loft  in 
infeniibility ;  but,  fparing no  .endeavours 


for  my  entertainment,  reprefented  to  me 
the  cottage  which  htul  fo  long  flickered 
my  youth  ;  gave  me  to  my  beloved  aunt's 
embraces,  whcfe  joy  was  beyond  utter- 
ance, and  to  be  equalled  only  by  my 
own.  Lord  Dordiefter  fliewing,  by  his 
fmiles,  the  pleaiure  he  received  from  our 
tranfports,  and  declaring  himfelf  re- 
warded by  the  latisfaction  we  enjoyed 
for  the  jonrney  he  had  taken  to  reltore 
me  to  her,  begged  leave  to  remain  a  con- 
ftant  fpectator  of  our  mutual  affection. 
In  this  pleafing  deception  was  I  entranced, 
only  to  be  more  afflicted  by  this  unquiet 
town;  for  ail  the  fweet  delufion  was  at 
once  put  to  flight  by  a  rap  at  my  door 
with  a  club,  as  if  deiigning  to  break  it 
open,  accompanied  with  a  hollow  voice, 
which,  .though  loud,  was  unintelligible 
to  me. 

I  believe  I  was  the  more  frighted  for 
the  quiet  I  had,  in  imagination,  enjoyed. 
All  I  had  hitherto  felt  was  little  to  my 
prefent  terror.  I  ran  to  my  maid's  room, 
which  was  next  to  mine;  and  by  catch- 
ing hold  of  her,  waked  her.  The  fear 
imprerTed  on  my  countenance  communi- 
cated itfelf  to  her  mind:  (he  was  little 
able  to  infpire  me  with  any  courage,  till 
I  made  her  under  (land  the  caufe  of  my 
fear,  by  defiring  her  to  liften  to  the  dread- 
ful voice  which  hud  alarmed  me ;  but 
was  now  gone  paft  my  houfe,  p.nd  ac- 
companying the  forcible  attacks  the  cl.,b 
was  making  on  other  doors.  It  was  with 
difficulty  thatrefpect,  affifted  with  a  little 
peevifhnefs  at  being  fo  unneceflarily  dif- 
turbed,  reftrained  her  from  laughing  at 
my  fears.  But,  with  all  the  civil  gravity 
(he  could  aflume,  (he  informed  me  of  the 
nature  of  the  grievance,  and  made  me 
liften  to  the  words,  which  had  appeared 
unintelligible  to  me,  till  I  underftood 
enough  to  be  convinced  that  they  con- 
cerned only  the  hour  of  the  night,  and 
the  weather.  I  had  not  been  inclined  to 
believe  this  on  her  word,  iufpecting  (he 
meant  only  to  deceive  me  into  a  quiet  (hue 
of  mind  ;  and  thought  her  invention  very 
poor,  if  it  could  furnifh  her  with  nothing 
better  than  fo  ridiculous  a  pretence,  as 
that  people  (hould  pay  money  to  be  told 
the  hour  and  the  ftate  of  the  weather, 
which,  if  they  were  afleep,  could  not  be 
of  any  cohfequenceto  them  ;  and  if  they 
wtre  awake,  they  might  learn  with  lefs  clar 
mou.r.  My  ears,  and  fome  better  reafons 
(he  gave  me  for  the  inftitution  of  watch- 
men, at  laft  cotivinced  me ;  <uid  I  left  her 
Fa  to 
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to  finifh  her  night's  reft,  but  not  to  mend 
mine ;  for  the  repetition  of  the  paft  noifes, 
and  the  variety  of  new  ones  which  fuc- 
ceeded  them,  foon  overcame  my  hopes  of 
fleep ;  and  I  quitted  all  endeavours  after 
it  with  my  bed,  (pending  the  reft  of  the 
night  in  reading  and  meditation. 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

I  Had  long  been  well  acquainted  with 
the  firft  dawnings  of  day ;  but  was 
now,  for  the  firft  time,  deprived  of  the 
fight  of  the  rifmg  fun,  when  clouds  did 
not  conceal  it  from  human  eyes :  it  was 
an  object  that  always  delighted  me.  Nor 
had  I  been  accuftomed  to  behold  the 
morning-light  with  heavy  eye-lids,  and 
fatigued  fpirits,  which  want  of  ileepnow 
made  me  experience.  But  as  the  detire 
of  looking  on  a  more  agreeable  fcene  than 
a  narrow  ftreet,had  led  me  into  the  dining- 
room,  from  whence  I  had  the  view  of  the 
park ,  wearinefs  of  body  and  mind  tempt- 
ed me  to  lie  down  on  a  fopha,  which  made 
part  of  the  furniture  of  the  r.oom  ;  and 
here,  my  fituation  being  much  quieter,  I 
enjoyed  a  little  reft,  which  fufficiently  re - 
frefhed  me. 

The  fight  of  a  great  town  cannot  but 
amufe  a  girl  bred  in  Iblitude :  the  con- 
courie  of  people  in  theftreetswasa  ftrange 
appearance  5  all  the  world  feemed  abroad. 
I  fancied  the  people  were  at  once  fcized 
with  an  inabiiityofiittingftill.  But  though 
all  I  fnw  excited  my  wonder,  yet  it  did 
net  {efficiently  engage  my  attention  to 

S event  my  growing  impatient  for  Lord 
orchefter's  company.  I  had  long  been 
accuftomed  to  fee  him  every  hour:  to 
pafs  a  whole  day  abfent  from  him  was 
mifery.  I  watched  at  the  window,  in 
paintVl  expectation  of  his  arrival,  till 
evening  robbed  me  of  the  power  of  dif- 
tmguimJng  objects.  In  this  uneafy  ftnte 
of  mind,  I  fometimcs  feared  fome  acci- 
dent had  befallen  him,  or  that  he  was 
fiok ;  at  others,  I  apprehended  a  ftill 
greater  evil,  that  the  want  of  defire,  not 
the  want  of  power,  tovifitme,  occafioned 
his  long  abfence.  This  thought  brought 
me  a  relief  from 'tears,  that  enabled  me 
to  combat  the  evils  my  imagination  had 
raif-il:  but,  before  leven  o'clock,  I  had 
a  b'.uer  confolation;  for,  at  laft,  Lord 
Dorchefter's  coach  ftopped  at  my  door. 

My  fpirits  were  fo  much  funk  with  the 
pains  of  impatience,  that  I  could  not  re- 


ceive  him  with  that  joy  in  mv  co-.mte- 
nance  which  the  pleailire  he  mewed  in 
feeing  me  deferved.  He  flew  up  iUirs 
with  fuch  rnpidity,  that  there  was  not  a 
moment's  fpace  between  the  flopping  of 
his  coach  at  the  door  and  his  entering  the 
dining-room. 

He  approached  rne  with  jnexprtflible 
tenderness,  complaining  of  the  tediouf- 
nefs  of  every  minute  of  his  abfen^e,  and 
of  the  cruel  circumftances  which  had  de- 
prived him  of  a  poffibility  of  coming  to 
me  till  then. 

Having  infolence  enough  to  be  piqued 
at  not  feeing  him  earlier  in  the  day,  I 
replied,  that  itmuftbe  almoft  impoflible 
to  many  people  to  deprive  themfelves  of 
amufements  and  good  company,  without 
they  had  a  ftrcngcr  inducement  th;;n  a 
charitable  defire  of  relieving  the  folitude, 
and  enlivening  the  mind,  of  one  who 
could  return  them  no  entertainment  to 
recompenfe  them  for  the  facrifice  they 
made  to  their  humanity  ;  and,  as  I  pre- 
ferred his  happinefs  to  my  own,  I  was 
glad  he  had  not  endeavoured  at  fo  difficult 
a  tafk.  My  eyes,  I  believe,  r-xprefled  fome 
refentinent ;  but  they  were  not  free  from 
gathering  tears,  which  mewed  my  grief 
was  at  leaft  equal  to  my  anger.     He,  in 
return,  reproached  me  for  my  inhumanity 
in  giving  him  fuch  a  reception.  Was  the 
pleafure,  he  faid,  which  he  hid   been 
longing  for  all  day,  turned  into  the  mor- 
tification of  finding  me  offended  with 
him,  for  the  moft  cruel  difappointment  he 
had  ever  experienced.  He  protefted,  that 
he  had  never  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  my 
company ;  and  was  incapable  of  receiv- 
ing pleafure  from  any  thing  elfe.     He 
then  related  the  vexatious  circumftances 
by  which  he  had  been  prevented  from 
coming  fooner ;  gave  me  fuch  ftrong  af- 
furances  of  his  affeflion  by  words,  and 
fo  much  ftrongcr  ftill  in  the  filent  lan- 
guage of  his  eyes,  that  I  could  not  refift 
fuch  teftimony:  the  moft  obftinate  in- 
credulity could  not  fraud  before  the  ten- 
dernefs  fovifiblein  his  exprejTive  counte- 
nance. 

The  perverfe  temper  in  which  Lord 
Doi  chefter  had  found  me,  ferved  the  more 
to  recommend  the  good-humour  that  fuc- 
ceeded  it.  For  want  of  a  little  interrup- 
tion, it  had  begun  to  appeal'  an  habitual 
eafmefs ;  and  that,  though  always  con- 
venient, muft  ceafe  to  be  meritorious, 
when  it  is  diicovered  to  be  involuntary. 
Befides,  my  peevifhnefs  fhewed  him,  as 

well 
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well  as  myfelf,  how  neceiTary  his  com- 
pany was  to  my  happinefs-:  a  circum- 
llance  that  could  not  but  he  agreeable  to 
him  ;  and  could  not  be  painful  to  me, 
while  every  wifh  was  gratified  by  his  pre- 
fencc,  and  the  charms  of  his  converfation 
left  no  room  for  reflection. 

We  both  complained  of  having  been 
fo  long  i'eparated ;  and  the  joy  we  fhewed 
in  each  other's  company  proved  that 
neither  had  exaggerated  in  the  defcription 
of  what  each  had  fuffered  for  want  of  it. 
Confcious  of  no  motive  that  required 
concealment,  and  ignorant  of  the  cuitoms 
of  the  world,  I  faw  no  reafon  for  expa- 
tiating lei's  upon  my  uneafmefs  on  that 
fubjeci  than  on  any  other.  I  knew  not  that 
the  world  would  have  allowed  me.  to  have 
grieved  for  the  lofs  of  a  parrot,  to  have 
been  wretched  at  miffing  a  mafquerade, 
miferable  at  being  deprived  of  the  fight 
of  a  new  opera,  or  diitreffed  to  the  lad 
degree  at  being  difappointed  of  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  company  at  an  approach- 
ing drum ;  but  would  never  have  for- 
given me  for  declaring  my  regret  for  the 
Jofs  of  the  moil  agreeable  companion  that 
focietv  could  aiford  me,  if  that  com- 
panion happened  not  to  be  of  my  own 
(ex.  I  by  no  means  apprehended  that 
to  declare  I  was  pleated  with  the  con- 
verfation, and  touched  with  the  affeclion, 
of  one  tenderly  attached  to  me,  was  an 
offence  to  decency,  if  the  perfon  did  not 
wear  the  fame  fort  of  drefs  as  mylelf. 
What  my  heart  innocently  felt,  I  thought 
my  tongue  might  irreproachably  utter ; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  fulnefe  of  my 
heart,  fpoke  as  frankly  as  my  lord,  and 
with  all  the  eloquent  warmth  of  truth, 
defcribing  the  painful  fenfations  and  me- 
lancholy reflections  to  which  his  abfence 
had  given  rife,  as  well  as  the  fatisfaclion 
in  their  being  at  an  end,  which  recom- 
penfed  me  for  all  the  pall  fufftrings. 
Bleffings,  by  long  pofTeffion,  grow  fo  fa- 
miliar, that  we  at  laft  become  infenfible 
of  their  worth,  though  they  influence  our 
whole  lives,  and  conftitute  our  felicity. 
We  fcarcely  reflect  on  the  ufe  of  the  Sun, 
tmlefs  fome  withering  plantation,  that 
has  been  deprived  of  his  kindly  rays,  re- 
minds us  how  neceffary  he  is  to  all  ex- 
iftence. 

We  knew  not  how  to  part  again,  fince, 
when  once  afunder,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  perverfe  circumftances  to  keep  us  fo; 
and  much  of  the  night  was  fpent  before 
Lord  Dorchefter  could  prevail  on  himfejf 
to  leave  me. 


CHAP.    XIX. 


I  Had  not  been  many  days  in  London 
before  Lord  Dorcheftcr  defined  I 
would  fuffer  him  to  introduce  me  to  Ladjr 
Paleftine,  a  relation  of  his,  whofe  ho  ufe 
was  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  polite  peo- 
ple in  town,  and  where  he  allured  me  I 
mould  be  well  entertained. 

The  vivacity  of  my  temper  made  me 
incline  to  novelty  and  amuiement ;  and 
therefore  I  readily  acquiefced.  A  day 
was  fixed  ;  arid  I  was  dreffed  with  the 
utmoft  elegance,  and  at  no  inconiiderable 
expence.  As  fafhion,  not  fancy,  was  to 
be  my  gv-ide,  I  left  the  care  of  adorning 
my  perfon  to  my  maid,  who  exhaufted 
her  art  5  and  I  dare  fay  I  mould  have  be- 
held the  eftefts  of  her  labours  with  fome 
complacency,  had  I  not  been  apprehen- 
five  of  being  gazed  at  for  the  uncom- 
monnefs  of  my  education ;  an  imperti- 
nence by  which  I  had  fufliciently  fuffered 
on  my  firft  arrival  at  Lord  Dorchefter's  i 
arid,  indeed,  in  my  road  to  it,  thefe  fears 
made  me  more  difpofed  to  find  faults  than 
beauties  in  my  perfon.  But  my  vanity 
taking  alarm  at  this  fudden  fit  of  hu- 
mility, brought  Lord  Dorchefter  to  it's 
aid ;  who  fo  ilrengthened  it's  party,  that 
I  promiied,  with  pretty  good  courage, 
to  follow  him  to  Lady  Paleftine's,  where 
he  was  to  go  before,  in  order  to  be  in 
readmefs  to  introduce  me. 

Nothing  iiad  fo  much  contributed  to 
make  me  eaiy  as  his  lord/hip" s  ailurances 
that  no  one  but  Lady  Paleftine  knew  any 
thing  of  me;  nor  would  ever  learn  from 
her,  more  than  that  I  was  a  young  wo- 
man to  whom  he  was  guardian,  and 
therefore  I  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any 
obfervation  but  what  my  perfon  excited: 
and  he  allured  me  that  my  drefs  and  air 
were  fo  conformable  to  thofe  of  the  reft 
of  the  world,  that  there  was  no  room  to 
fufpecl  I  had  ever  been  fecluded  from  it. 

My  lord  did  not  explain  to  me  what 
was  generally  underftood  by  the  word 
Guardian;  but  mentioning  it  as  a  common 
thing,  had  I  conceived  any  doubts  about 
the  propriety  of  my  fituation,  he  would 
thereby  have  removed  them ;  but  I  was  far 
from  imagining  that  being  under  the  care 
of  a  gentleman,  however  young  and  agree- 
able he  might  be,  Was  any  indecorum. 
I  did  n«t  fufpecl  any  one  of  inclining  to 
a  vice  of  whofe  exiftence  I  was  totally 
ignorant ;  and  if  I  had  been  in  that  par- 
ticular better  informed,  I  fhould  have 
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thought  nolhing  fo  great  a  fccurity  as 
being  under  a  man's  peculiar  care  and 
'protection.  Some  knowledge  of  the  world 
was  necellary  to  make  me  believe  any  one 
could  wifh  to  injure  another.  Long  ex- 
perience only  convinced  me,  that  a  man 
cculd  think  of  injuring  one  whom  he 
was  bound  by  every  tie  of  real  honour 
and  humanity  to  defend :  nor  could  lefs. 
have  taught  me,  that  men  who  act  with 
the  ftri6teft  integrity  to  their  own  iex, 
Should  imagine  themfelves  lefs  obliged  to 
do  fo  by  our's,  when  they  acknowledge 
that  nature,  by  giving  us  greater  gentle- 
nefs  of  mind,  and  more  delicacy  of  body, 
makes  us  dependent  on  them;  which 
cuftom  has,  through  policy,  not  only 
confirmed  but  increafed. 

But  it  is  time  to  end  reflexions,  which 
will  be  thought  the  dregs  of  my  reclufe 
education,  and  delpifed  as  vulgar  and 
puritanical  by  the  free  and  polite  world, 
who  are  above  luch  low  reftraints  as  I 
may  be  willing  to  recommend.  I  mall 
therefore  proceed  with  my  ftory. 

With  foine  palpitation  of  heart,  I  went 
to  Lady  Paleftine.  I  knew  me  was  to  have 
company ;  and  the  expectation  of  feeing, 
perhaps,  a  dozen  of  people  together, 
tlifcompofed  that  aukward  bafliiulnefs 
which  was  the  confequence  of  the  folitude 
I  had  lived  in ;  but  the  flutterof  my  fpirits 
was  turned  into  a  real  terror  on  the  fer- 
vant's  throwing  open  the  door  of  the  firft 
room,  which  expoled  to  my  view  fuch  a 
concourfe  of  people  as  I  had  never  feen, 
nor  aflembled  together  in  imagination. 
X  turned  my  back  upon  them;  and  fear 
being  given  as  the  beft  defence  to  the 
weaker  part  of  the  creation,  was  deter- 
mined to  run  down  (lairs  as  faft  as  I 
could ;  but  Lord  Dorchefter,  who  waited 
juil  by  the  door,  though  in  a  fright  I  had 
overlooked  him,  caught  hold  of  my  hand, 
and  then  endeavoured  to  ftop  me,  by  giv- 
ing me  courage  to  encounter  the  eyes  of 
fo  large  a  company.  He  laviflied  upon 
me  that  beft  cordial  to  drooping  vanity, 
flattery ;  and  undertook  to  pei  fuade  me  to 
endure  to  be  looked  at,  by  a  (Turing  me 
that  I  muft  be  the  objeft  of  the  admira- 
tion of  every  one  who  beheld  me ;  and 
that  if  I  found  myfelf  more  gazed  at  than 
the  reft  of  the  company,  I  might  be  cer- 
tain it  was  from  being  more  admired. 
This  argument  has  reconciled  many  wo- 
men to  univcrfal  obfervation;  but,  with 
one  educated  as  I  had  been,  bafhfulnefs 
muft  be  proof  againft  it:  however,  he 
urged  one  motive  that  infpired  me  with 


courage  to  follow  him  up  the  room, 
which  was  mewing  him  "how  much  I 
mould  oblige  him  by  doing  fo.  To  girc 
him  pleafure,  I  could  have  performed 
more  dangerous  adventures,  though  the 
pairing  through  fuch  multitudes  appeared 
very  tremendous. 

When  Lady  Paleftine  faw  me,  me  came 
towards  us,  and  received  me  in  the  mod 
obliging  manner;  fpoke  in  the  hitfneft 
drain  in  praife  of  my  perfon,and  thanked 
my  lord  for  giving  her  the  pleaiuie  of 
my  acquaintance.  This  flow  of  polite  - 
nefs  I  received  aukwardly  enough;  I  was 
at  that  time,  by  confufion,  rendered  35 
incapable,  as  I  was  unqualified  by  na- 
ture, for  returning  fuch  compliments. 
Expreflions  of  good-will,  that  I  knew 
were  dictated  by  truth,  my  heart  could 
acknowledge,  and  therefore  my  tongue 
could  repay ;  but  her  ladymtp  foared 
above  my  humble  conceptions. 

As  the  largenefs  of  the  aflembly  made 
the  fphere  of  Lady  Paleftine' s  care  and 
attention  very  extenilve,  fhe  could  not  de- 
vote any  great  portion  of  her  time  to  one 
perfon;  therefore  I  had  fufficient  leiiure 
to  indulge  my  curiofiry  by  obferving  the 
company:  for,  though  my  lord  did  not 
^o  to  any  great  diftance  from  me,  yet  he 
was  fo  engaged  in  conversion  with  all 
the  people  around  him,  that  he  did  not 
interrupt  my  obfervations.  There  was 
fomething  fo  affectionate  in  the  addrefs 
of  moft  of  the  company  to  each  other, 
that  I  was  happy  to  find  the  people  among 
whom  fortune  had  thrown  me  were  fo  in- 
clined to  friendship.  I  conceived  a  very 
favourable  impreirion  of  the  whole  for 
ciety;  but  was  particularly  pleafed  with 
one  lady,  for  her  lively  and  affectionate 
exprefilons  of  joy  atmeeting  with  another; 
and  found  myfelf  fo  attracted  by  the  ami- 
able difpofition  I  thought  I  difcovered  in 
her,  that  when  fhe  left  that  dear  friend,  J 
could  not  help  following  her  to  the  next : 
but  how  was  I  furprizcd  to  hear  her, 
after  pracYding  the  fame  addrefs,  com- 
pbin  of  the  peuance  fhe  had  undergone 
in  being  obliged  to  fuft'er,  for  a  whole 
quarter  of  an  hour,  the  converfation  of 
the  lady  (he  had  left  with  all  the  tokens 
of  regret !  A  fccret  horror  at  fuch  falfe- 
hood  took  place  of  my  beginning  attach- 
ment, and  I  flew  from  her  as  from  a  wild 
beaft,  I  believe  too,  with  a  like  terror  in 
my  countenance-,  for  Lord  Dorchefter, 
whofe  eyes  were  always  on  me,  enquireq 
the  caufc.  The  manner  in  which  I  re- 
lated it,  (hewed  how  much  it  affe&ed  me, 

and 


OPHELIA. 


and  I  was  amazed  to  fee  him  fmile  at  it. 
1  could  not  forbear  afking  him,  why  he 
choie  to  affociate  me  with  fo  vile  a  fet  of 
people;  for  furely  they  would  fcniple  no 
crimes  who  could  unneceflarily  be  guilty 
of  luch  flagrant  falfhoods.  Nor  was  I 
better  contented  when  he  told  me,  thefe 
were  exprefTions  ufed  by  every  one,  but 
believed  by  nobody;  mere  words  of  courlb. 
This  made  no  difference  in  my  opinion, 
but  by  giving  me  reaibn  to  add  the  charge 
of  abiurdity,  in  thus  directing  the  only 
end  of  fpeech  to  the  crime  of  infmcerity: 
it  feemed  to  me  a  method  of  ranking  our- 
fclves  with  the  dumb  part  of  the  creation, 
in  fpite  of  nature :  all  the  diftinction  was, 
that  thofe  nature  made  fo,  could  not  pro- 
nounce words ;  and  the  others  rendered 
themfelves  fo  by  uttering  no  meaning.  I 
could  not  poflibly  allow,  that  the  obliga- 
tion of  joining  in  fociety,  required  any 
more  of  us,  than  to  bury  our  diAik.es  in 
iilence;  to  conceal  a  truth,  which,  if 
Itnown,  may  hurt,  and  can  be  of  no  fer- 
vice,  may  be  a  duty  ;  but  to  pretend  an 
affection  we  do  not  feel,  I  efteemed  cri- 
minal; and  to  exprefs  what  we  know  will 
not,  and  what  we  did  not  intend  mould 
he  believed,  appeared  to  me  an  exceflive 
folly.  The  difguft  this  little  incident  gave 
me,  made  me  attend  lei's  to  the  converfa- 
tion,  and  confequently  more  to  the  per- 
Ibnsof  the  company:  a  change  that  was 
not  at  all  to  my  eafe;  for  I  now  found  I 
had  every  one's  eye  upon  me;  wherever 
I  placed  mylelf,  I  was  the  principal  ob- 
ject; to  move  was  to  little  purpofe;  the 
eyes  might  be  different,  but  they  were  (till 
alike  fixed  on  me.  The  gentlemen  were 
more  particularly  troublefome  in  thisre- 
ipect.  If  I  lat  down  in  hopes  of  hiding 
rnyfelf,  it  only  drew  them  nearer,  left  any 
one  mould  1'creen  me  from  their  fight.  My 
uneaiineis  was  vifible  in  my  countenance; 
for  I  heard  one  gentleman  fay  to  three 
or  four  others—'  Come  away :  it  is  cruel 
'  to  put  any  one  fo  much  out  of  counte- 
'  nance."—*  That  may  be,'  anfwered 
another;  '  but  it  would  be  more  cruel  to 
'  myfelf  to  comply  with  a  bafhfulnefs 
*  that  adorns  her.' 

All  the  flattery  with  which  Lord  Dor- 
chefter  had  endeavoured  to  aim  me 
againft  the  effects  of  fuch  general  obfer- 
vations,  had  now  no  longer  power  over 
my  mind.  I  could  not  perfuadc  mylelf 
that  I  attracted  the  notice  of  the  company 
by  any  thing  but  a  Itrangenefs  in  my  air 
and  manner ;  and  I  was  the  more  con- 


vinced of  it  by  the  contemptuous  glance* 
of  many  young  ladies. 

My  lord  had  informed  me,  that  fome 
ill-natured,  and  fome  ill-judging  people, 
would  defpife  others  for  their  unavoida- 
ble ignorance  of  the  follies  of  the  world, 
though  the  knowledge  of  them  could 
have  no  good  tendency.  Thefe  figns  of 
undeferved  contempt  gave  me  no  fa;- 
vourable  impreflion  of  the  ladies;  yet  I 
liked  them  better  than  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany: they  looked  lefs  pleafed  indeed; 
but  then  they  looked  lefs  at  me;  and  that 
fully  recompenled  me  for  their  fcorn, 

I  at  laft  got  Lord  Dorchefter  to  approve 
my  going  home,  and  he  immediately  fol- 
lowed me ;  but  found  me  fo  much  hum- 
bled, that  I  was  quite  dull.  To  cure 
meof  my  humility  was,  therefore,  much 
his  intereft;  and  he  laboured  hard  to  per- 
luade  me  into  the  belief  he  had  before 
tried  to  infpire;  and,  to  convince  me,  de- 
iired  I  would  another  time  obferve  the 
difference  between  my  complexion  and 
thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  ladies:  I  was  not 
fo  humble  as  to  have  overlooked  thatcir- 
cumftance ;  I  had  perceived  a  great  dead- 
nel's  in  the  bed  complexions  in  the  roomj 
and  as  I  did  not  fuppofe  there  could  be 
any  thing  very  particular  in  mine,  fan- 
cied it  a  ftrange  effect  of  the  light,  til! 
various  opportunities  (hewed  me  the  ccn- 
trary.  This  advantage  I  could  never  at- 
tribute to  any  thing  but  having  always 
kept  fuch  early  hours,  as  Nature  ieems 
to  have  defigned;  having  lived  continu- 
ally in  the  air,  though  not  much  expofed 
to  the  fun ;  and  on  fo  very  fpare  a  diet, 
as,  by  giving  me  the  purert  blood  ima- 
ginable, might  cpmmunic'ate  an  extraor- 
dinary clearnefs  to  my  (kin. 

I  foon  forgot  the  unealinefs  I  had  un- 
dergone. Lord  Dorchefter's  converfation 
baniflied  every  painful  thought;  and  the 
pleafure  he  feemed  to  have  received  from 
my  appearance  recompenfed  me  for  what 
I  had  luffered  for  it. 

Lady  Paleftine  returned  my  vifit  the 
next  morning;  and  invited  Lord  Dor- 
chefter and  myfelf  to  dine  with  her  the 
day  following,  without  any  other  com- 
pany. She  was  fo  eafy  in  her  converfa- 
tion, and  courted  my  acquaintance  fo  po- 
litely, that  in  a  few  days  we  became 
•what  the  world  calls  intimate;  that  is, 
we  faw  each  other  often,  and  converfed 
with  freedom  and  chearfulnefs .  I  found 
no  inclination  to  a  real  attachment  to  her: 
flie  was  rathea-  amufing  than  engaging  ; 
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fiie  had  a  good  deal  of  wit  j  but  diflipation. 
had  robbed  her  of  her  judgment.  She 
was  the  life  of  a  circle}  but  a  dull  com- 
panion tete  a  fete;  and,  as  if  fhe  was  fen- 
liblc  of  this,'  fhe  avoided  them  as  much 
as  pcflible,  and  delighted  i.i  a  crowd. 
Her  greateft  happincfs  was  a  general  ac- 
quaintance: a  blcffing  to  which  fhe  had 
attained. 


CHAP.     XX. 

YOUR  ladyfhip  perhaps  begins  to 
wonder,  that  Lord  Dorchefter, 
with  the  views  which  you  will  fuppole  he 
bad,  would  introduce  me  to  a  woman  «f 
fafliion,  where  I  might  gain  a  knowledge 
of  the  world,  which,  if  it  did  not  corrupt 
me,  might  fruftrate  his  defigns  by  difco- 
veririg  them  to  m?.  That  I  may  not 
leave  this  improbability  on  your  mind, 
till  the  courfe  of  my  narration  cfears  it 
tip,  I  will  venture  the  difcovery,  and  in- 
form you  now,  of  what  I  long  remained 
ignorant.  For  the  manner  in  which  I  at 
laft  crime  by  the  knowledge,  you  muft 
wait  till  the  courfe  of  my  ftory  leads  me 
to  it. 

Lady  Paleftine,  I  have  already  faid, 
\eas  a  woman  of  wit,  and  cf  ccniiderable 
rank;  but  her  fortune  was  by  no  means 
equal  to  her  fplendid  way  of  life.  At 
fifteen  flie  was  married  to  an  old  man, 
who,  as  he  did  not  gain  her  affections, 
could  not  greatly  influence  the  conduct 
of  a  woman,  who  had  been  better  inftruct- 
ed  in  politenefs  than  in  prudence.  Lord 
Paleftine's  fondnefs  made  her  miftrefs  of 
herfelf  from  the  day  of  her  marriage. 

The  natural  vivacity  of  her  temper, 
and  the  diflike  to  a  companion  of  an  age 
fo  il!  {uited  to  hex  own,  led  her  into  all  the 
diffipations  which  the  gay  world  affords. 
Her  beauty,  with  thp  other  favourable  cir- 
cumftancesof  her  fituation,  attracted  the 
ether  fex.  No  woman  had  more  admirers ; 
naturally  vain  and  lively,  all  received 
encouragement ;  and  few  who  ftrongly 
attached  themfelves  to  her  could  com- 
plain of  her  cruelty :  however,  as  my  lord 
was  pleafed,  the  world  was  too  obliging 
to  take  offence.  The  good-natured,  in 
filence  pitied  her  errors;  the  cenlbrious, 
expecting  a  fpeedy  rupture  from  her  bad 
conduct,  did  not  think  mere  anticipation 
worthy  the  attention  of  perfons  accultom- 
ed  to  the  more  ingenious  exerciie  of  in- 
vention; and  as  the  confequenccs  they 
expected  from  her  irregularity,  made  her 


lefs  the  object  of  their  envy  than  wo- 
men of  a  lefs  blamcable  behaviour,  they 
thought  her  an  unworthy  fubjecl  of  dif- 
courie,  an. I  neglecled  her.  Every  one 
indeed  called  her  imprudent,  but  were  not 
the  lefs  deurous  of  her  acquaintance, 
fmce  fhe  gave  entertainments,  had  great 
dri-ms,  and  every  kind  c.f  diverfion  at  her 
haul!:.  Ailrxa,  with  all  her  virtue,  were 
file  now  to  come  upon  earth,  could  not 
attracl  fuch  multitudes  as  a  card-table. 
People  cenfure  the  pleafures  only  of  thofe 
who  will  not  impart  to  others  the  means 
of  being  pleafed.  If  a  wcman  h:is  aflur- 
ance  enough  not  to  be  afhamed  of  infamy, 
and  a  fortune  to  afford  every  fafhionabJe 
expence,  the  world  may  blame  her  ill 
conduit,  but  it  will  not  cleiert  her;  while 
they  cenfure  her  behaviour,  they  will 
court  her  acquaintance.  I  have  learnt, 
that  nothing  is  a  crime  in  pclite  circles, 
but  poverty  and  prudence.  A  perfon  who 
cannot  contribute  to  the  follies  of  others,, 
may  perhaps  be  pardoned  if  fhe  only 
complies  with  them ;  but  if  fhe  attempts 
to  be  rational,  fhe  muft  not  hope  for  for- 
givcnefs. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  Lord  Paleftine  at 
laft  grew  !els  infatuated  than  he  had-  been  ; 
for  at  his  death,  which  happened  when 
his  lady  was  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  he  left  her  but  little  more  than  her 
jointure  of  fix  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num, and  his  London  houfe,  furniture, 
and  jewels.  This  appeared  to  a  woman 
of  her  ladyfhip's  fpirit,  a  poor  defpicable 
pittance :  it  would  have  obliged  her  to 
haveleffened  her  pie?  lures;  r.nd  if  fhe  had 
a  proper  fenfe  of  the  confequcnces  of  re- 
trenching, it  muft  be  allowed  a  ferious 
confideration,  fmce  the  fplendour  in  which 
ihe  had  lived,  had  been  the  only  means 
of  preferring  her  from  contempt  and  neg- 
left. 

She  could  find  but  one  refource  3gainft 
the  evils  that  threatened  her.  As  fhe  was 
young,  and  in  high  reputation  for  her  wit 
and  beauty,  flie  thought  it  not  impoflible, 
for  once,  to  reconcile  plealure  and  intcrefr, 
and  accordingly  made  thofe  for  whom 
flie  relinquifhed  the  efteem  of  mankind 
give  her  the  means  of  jnirchafmg  their  ci- 
vility and  outward  refpe&.  She  was  too 
engaging  to  fail  qf  fuccefs  in  this  point : 
her  wit  and  politenefs  for  a  long  time 
excufed  the  decay  of  her  beauty;  and, 
fupplying  by  art  the  depredations  of  time, 
fhe  was  not  deftitute  of  admirers,  even 
when  I  was  introduced  to  her  acquaint- 
ance, though  flie  vyas  then  above  fifty 
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years  old.  Fafliion  was  a  charm  of  which 
age  had  not  robbed  her,  and  continued  to 
attract  many  years  after  I  knew  her:  but 
as  this  was  not  quite  fo  univerfal  a  mag- 
net as  youth  and  beauty,  (he  found  the 
effects  in  a  diminution  of  lovers,  and 
therefore  was  not  averle  to  receiving 
advantage  from  the  love  of  which  (he 
was  not  the  objecl:. 

Lord  Dorchefter  had  been  one  of  her 
train,  more  from  fafhion  and  indolence 
than  from  inclination;  and,  as  he  knew 
money  had  no  more  charms  for  her  than 
love,  he  made  little  (cruple  of  acquaint- 
ing her  with  his  paffion  tor  me,  and  of 
the  means  he  intended  to  purfue.  He 
wiflied  to  have  me  introduced  into  the 
world,  as  he  thought  it  might  both  im- 
prove and  amufe  me:  he  knew  not  how 
to  do  this  without  running  a  hazard  of 
rny  learning  more  of  it  than  was  confident 
with  his  fcheme,  except  by  the  means  of 
fomebody  who  would  concur  with  him 
in  the  execution,  and  yet  was  on  fuch  a 
footing  in  the  world,  that  her  acquaint- 
ance would  not  place  me  in  a  bad  light;  for 
his  lord/hip  did  not  chufe  that  any  perfon 
fliould  have  reaibn  to  think  ill  of  me  but 
himftlf.  Nu  one.  could  be  Ib  proper  for 
this  purpofe  as  Lady  Paleftine.  She  knew 
my  lord's  generofity  too  well  to  decline 
the  office,  and  complied  with  the  plan  he 
directed,  though  (he  difapproved  it. 

She  told  Lord  Dorchefter,that,  in  her 
opinion,  he  would  be  more  certain  of  fuc- 
cei's  by  making  me  acquainted  with  all 
the  cuftoms  of  mankind;  by  treating 
vulgar  prtjuJice s  as  they  deferved;  and 
mewing  me  how  much  more  happy  they 
were  who  fet  themielves  above  luch  a 
lo-iv  way  of  thinking,  than  thofe  narro<w~ 
minded  people  who  were  governed  by 
them.  She  offered  to  aflift  him  in  this 
manner,  winch  (he  efteemed  much  the 
beft:  but  his  lord  (hip  differed  in  opinion. 
He  replied,  that  what  me  laid  might  be 
true,  had  I  been  educated  in  as  gieat  ig- 
norance of  vice  and  virtue,  as  of  the 
cuftoms  of  mankind ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  I  was  as  much  better  acquainted 
with  the  one,  as  I  was  lefs  ib  with  the 
other,than  thole  who  are  bred  in  the  world : 
that  he  was  convinced  I  (liquid  deteit 
him,  was  I  to  perceive  his  principles  were 
lefs  pure  than  my  own;  whereas  he  now 
had  realbn  to  believe  he  had  made  fome 
impreffion  on  my  heart;  and  that,  as  I 
was  free  from  fulpicion,  he  could  not  but 
fuppofe  he  fliould  find  opportunities  from 
zny  innocence  and  love,  wiikh  he  might 


improve;  and  that  all  the  effects  he  wimed 
from  introducing  me  into  the  world,  was 
the  dillipathig  my  thoughts,  left  too  much 
reflection  might  teach  me  fome  guard 
againft  him. 

Lady  Paleftine  had  fo  great  a  fenfe  of 
female  frailty,  (he  could  not  think  Lord 
Dorchcfter's  i'cheme  abforr.tcly  imp- 
cable,  and  readily  agreed  to  obey  his 
commands ;  though  an  intimacy  with  n;? 
was  not  very  defn  able,  as  it  could  net  be 
cultivated  in  a  crowd.  A  gay  party  at 
fupper  was  her  grcateft  pleafure ;  but  in 
them  I  might  have  feen  more  of  the  world 
than  was  thought  ndviieabje,  efpecially 
as  converfation  was  apt  to  take  a  free 
turn  at  her  ladyfhip's  houie:  however,  (lie 
facrificed  a  few  hours  to.my  lord  and  me, 
excluding  others.  At  her  largeft  affem- 
blies  I  was  judged  fafe  enough;,  for, 
though  I  there  fell  ihto  converfation  with 
many  people,  efpecially  the  gentlemen, 
(for  they  were  moll  watchful  for  oppor- 
tunities of  (peaking  to  me)  and  I  was 
not  more  referved  to  them  than  to  my 
own  fex;  yet  decorum  fecured  me  from 
the  freedom  of  converfation,  to  which  her 
ladyihip  admitted  them.  She  was  like- 
wife  gracioufly  pleaied  to  carry  me  to 
publick  places.  . 

Thefirft  I  appeared  at  was  a  play.  No 
one  was  admitted  into  the  box  to  us  but 
Lord  Dorchefter,  who  excluded  all  others 
that  I  might  not  confine  the  emotion^  fo 
new  a  fight  would  raife  in  me.  My  leixl 
had  often  read  to  me  Ibrne  of  Shake- 
fpeare's  historical  plays ;  and  it  was  to 
one'of  thcfe  he  carried  me,  never  chufing 
I  mould  go  to  any  others ;  and  he  gave 
me  fo  poor  a  character  of  the  perform, 
ances  of  many  of  the  other  dramatick. 
poets,  that  I  never  felt  a  defire  of  feeing 
them,  though  by_  the  play-bills  I  found 
there  was  great  variety. 

Had  my  lord's  only  view  been  my  en- 
tertainment, in  this  he  would  have  afted 
iudicioufly.  I  have  been  convinced  by 
obfervation,  that  pbys  and  novels  vitir.te 
the  tafte:  I  allow  many  of  them  to  be  ex- 
tremely diverting,  fome  very  fine;  but,  by 
the  multiplicity  of  events,  mixed  with  a 
good  deal  of  the  marvellous,  they  teach 
the  mind  a  diiUpation  even  in. reading. 
The  fimple  chain  of  fa£ts  in  hiftofy  ap- 
pears ill  to  a  peribu  uied  to  wonder;  as 
moral  truths,  and  found  reafon  do,  to 
one  who  has  been  accuftoipcct  to  the 
turns  and  quibbles  of  fake  wit,  the  en- 
chanting jingle  of  rhime,  or  the  pompous 
found  of  high-flown  mttaphois. 

G  Not 
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Not'that  I  would  exclude  theYeading 
of  fuch  authors  as  I  mention.  1  am  not 
inlenfible  to  the  charms  of  poetry;  per- 
haps was  I  more  ib,  I  might  not  think 
it  fo  unfit  for  young  people :  but  I  look, 
upon  it  as  dangerous,  before  maturity  has 
fixed  fome  degree  of  tafte,  fome  fteadiriefs 
of  thought  and  principle,  as  it  is  apt  to 
render  them  ever  after  uninclined  to  fuch 
ftudies  as  are  ufeful,  and  of  more  lading 
entertainment.  In  fhort,  I  elteem  fuch 
reading  as  bad  for  the  mind,  as  high 
meats  are  for  the  fto'mach:  they  may 
create  a  falfe  appetite,  but  will  pall  a  true 
pne,  and  make  all  proper  food  appear 
iniipid,  till,  by  Jong  ule,  they  even  grow 
tirefome;  and  the  true  appetite  being  vi- 
tiated, all  alike  difguft. 

The  very  little  I  heard  of  fuch  per- 
formances, pleafed  me  for  the  time;  but- 
being  feldom,  and  of  flioit  duration,  they 
did  not  dwell  enough  on  my  mind  to  lead 
jne  into  any  comparifon  between  the  en- 
tertainment they  afforded  me,  and  what 
I  received  from  my  common  ftudies;  they 
amufed  without  difiipating.  Lord  Dor- 
chefter  diipenfed  them  as  a  cordial  to  my 
fpirits,  when  he  perceived  them  inclined 
to  fuffer  from  the  melancholy  reflections 
vvhich  would  occur  too  frequently,  as 
my  aunt  could  not  be  long  out  of  my 
thoughts.  Hpwever,  greatly  as  I  had  been 
entertained  by  the  plays  I  had  heard, 
there  was  fomething  fo  much  more  lively 
in  the  reprefentation  of  them  on  the  thea- 
tre, as  at  firft  delighted  me  extremely. 
I  had  heard  many  of  the  Jpeeches  much 
more  to  advantage  when  my  lord  read 
them ;  but,  in  the  afling,  the  whole  re- 
ceived fuch  an  air  of  truth,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  difbelieve  a  faft  in  it.  This  made 
my  agitations  almoft  as  ftrong  as  if  I  had 
been  the  fpe&ator  of  a  real  tragedy .  The 
play  was  Macbeth;  and  Lord  Dorchefter 
and  Lady  Paleftine  were  fufficiently  taken 
up  in  obl'ervingthe  paflions  impreffed  on 
my  countenance.  They  told  me,  I  might 
more  properly  be  faid  to  a<5l  the  play  than 
fome  of  the  perfoii*  on  the  ftage.  Indeed, 
I  believe  I  was  mere  fatigued  with  my 
part  of  the  reprefentation  j  for,  when  it 
was  over,  I  found  my  mind  quite  weary 
with  the  agitation  it  had  been  in,  Anger 
was  one  of  the  paffions  that  had  been 
excited;  for  I  could  not  bear  with  pa- 
tience the  noifes  that  were  fometijncs 
made;  and  was  fo  entirely  engaged,  that 
I  could  not  utter  a  rational  (entence  on 
any  other  fubjecl,  even  between  the  afts. 
£ior  did  th>  change  of  fcene  change  niy 


ideas ;  for,  after  I  went  hemp,  they  con- 
tinued as  much  fixed  on  the  play  as 
during  the  reprefentation;  and  it  was  al- 
moft with  difficulty  they  at  laft  gave  place 
to  lleep". 


CHAP.     XXI. 

LADY  Paleftine  invited  me  the  next 
day  to  a  private  party  of  a  few 
friends.  I  would  modeftly  have  declined 
the  invitation;  for  not  being  a  general 
friend  to  the  company,  I  felt  myfelf  un- 
worthy of  a  place  among  them,  and  ex- 
preflcd  a  fear  of  being  a  troublelbme  i  e- 
itraint  on  their  converfation.  She  ar.iled 
atthis  notion,  but  inlifted  on  my  coming. 
I  could  not  help  anticipating,  in  my  ima- 
gination, the  pleafure  I  fhould  receive 
from  the  variety  of  converfation'fo  noble 
and  extenfive  an  union  muft  afford, 
where  each  perfon  could  venture  to  de- 
clare every  thought,  and  give  vent  even  to 
their  follies:  for  I  had  been  taught  by  my 
lord,  the  neceflity  of  being  guarded  in 
what  we  fay  before  any  but  mcft  inti- 
mate friends;  and  to  this  I  attributed 
the  extreme  triflingnefs  of  all  the  conver- 
fation at  which  I  had  been  prcfent. 

I  went  to  Lady  Paleftine's  at  the  ap- 
pointed time;  and  though  there  were 
fewer  people  than  I  had  ever  feen  when 
me  admitted  company,  yet  I  was  inclined 
to  envy  her  fo  many  felecl  friends;  for 
there  was  about  twenty  in  number. 

My  expectation  being  railed,  I  was 
all  attention  ;  but,  to  my  great  furprize, 
the  converfation  extended  no  farthtr  than 
the  weather,  and  their  engagements,  dur- 
ing the  interval  between  their  arrival  and 
their  being  properly  difpofed  to  their  fe- 
parate  tables ;  for  I  then  learnt,  that  even 
in  friendly  focieties,  cards  were  a  nee  el- 
fary  ingredient. 

Not  doubting  but  convention  would 
mart  their  time,  I,  by  turns,  attended 
every  table,  but  found  that  tlve  game  was 
the  only  topick.  One  held  the  crutlhjl 
cards,  another  the pleafantrjl  hand ;  thofe 
who  won  jnoft  part  of  ihc  night  no  looncr 
feemed  to  be  threatened  with  a  reverie  of 
fortune  than  thtv  declm-d  there  was  no 
playing  agaiuit  lady  huh  a  one;  '(he  al- 
ways won  :  another  equally  unfuccefsful 
ytdatdffoate  fenple  had  ftt  r.iu;r  gnod  hick : 
for  her  part,  (he  found  her  cards  would 
fometimes  be  bad  ;  but  fome  peufle  could 
make  them  win,  whether  they  Ayere  bad 
or  good.  The  winners  enjoyed  their  good^ 
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fortune  in  ffience,  or  told  yon  how  much 
they  had  loft  the  night  before.  When 
it  grew  late,  this  felect  fociety  broke  up ; 
and  fhewing  that  cards,  not  friendfliip, 
had  drawn  them  together,  withdrew  as 
foon  as  they  aroi'e  from  the  table  -.  fome 
exulting  with  the  reflection  of  having 
won  their  friends  money;  others  out  of 
humour  at  having  loft  their  own ;  but 
none,  I  believe,  fo  difappointed  as  my- 
leli,  who  had  imagined  a  far  different 
entertainment;  not  having  then  learnt, 
that  a  party  which  does  not  by  it's  num- 
bers delerve  to  be  honoured  with  the 
name  of  a  drum,  is  entitled  a  private 
party  of  a  few  friends,  I  fuppole  by  way 
of  exprefling  'rfsinfignificance. 

As  I  frequently  met  the  fame  company 
at  Lady  Paleftine's,  I  loon  became  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  them,  efpecially  of 
the  other  (ex,  none  of  whom  pleafed  me 
fo  well  as  Sir  Charles  Lifdale.  His  perfon 
had  no  particular  charms.  Hewas  genteel, 
and  looked  like  a  man  of  fafhion;  other- 
wife  plain  enough.  But  he  was  extremely 
lively,  had  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  polite  - 
nefs,  and  fhewed  a  particular  regard  for 
me,  by  great  attention,  relpe£t,-and  a  con- 
ftant  attendance;  for  he  followed  me  about, 
like  my  (hadow,  and,  when  I  was  prefent, 
appeared  infenfible  to  every  other  per- 
fon in  company.  His  tyes  feemed  only 
given  him  to  look  at  me,  and  his  ears  to 
hear  no  words  but  what  I  uttered ;  his 
whole  converfation  was  directed  to  me. 

Ought  I  to  beafhamed  of  owning  that 
I  was  pleafed  with  Sir  Charles's  beha- 
viour ?  Does  it  (hew  a  fpirit  of  coquetry 
to  like  to  be  approved?  Surely' not.  I 
thought  not  of  love,  nor  confidered  him 
as  a  lover;  but  my  bafhfulnefs  found 
great  relief  from  perceiving  him  well  dif- 
poied  to  be  pleafed  with  what  I  laid : 
his  partiality  made  me  lefs  careful  in 
weighing  my  words,  and  this  eafe  ren- 
dered his  converfation  particularly  agree- 
able to  me.  There  is  great  fatisfaclion 
in  having  the  liberty  of  talking  nonfenfe 
without  incurring  the  contempt  of  our 
hearers  ;  and,  perhaps,  people  never  ap- 
pear to  more  advantage  than  when  they 
dare  give  the  reins  to  their  imagination 
and  vivacity,  and  leave  to  others  the  care 
of  being  wife. 

Another  merit  in  Sir  Charles  Lifdale 
was,  that  he  did  not  furfeit  me  with  com- 
pliments ;  and,when  he  made  me  any , there 
was  always  an  elegance  and  variety  in 
them  ,  a  circumftance  of  which  the  con- 
ver&tion  of  many  of  his  fex  could  not 


boaft.  Their  fulfome  flattery  difgufted 
me  5  I  could  not  liften  to  people  who 
had  forfwom  all  truth.  Befides,  my 
pride  was  offended  in  their  fuppofing  me 
Ib  weak  as  to  believe  what  they  faid,  and 
endeavouring  to  render  themfelves  agree- 
able, by  addrefling  my  vanity  inftead  of 
my  reaibn,  till  I  oblcrved  that  they  treat- 
ed others  a  good  deal  in  the  fame  man- 
ner; for  that  they  did  not  talk  in  quite 
fohig'u  a  ftrain  to  them,  J  imagined  was 
from  expecting  lefs  credulity  in  perfons 
of  more  mature  years,  and  not  fo  new  to 
the  world  as  they  mull  perceive  I  was. 
But  Sir  Charles  taught  me  to  divert  my- 
felf  with  thefe  ridiculous  compliments ; 
and,  after  a  time,  I  began  to  find  amufe- 
ment  in  their  folly.  c 

I  had  one  or  two  danglers  who  were 
well  ftricken  in  years,  and  afforded  me 
more  entertainment  than  any;  they  deified 
me  with  fo  much  nonfenfe  and  boir.b  ift, 
that  I  fometimes  could  fcarcely  under- 
ftand  them  ;  and  they  would  beg  for  a 
fmile  fo  much  like  a  ftreet  beggar  for  an. 
alms,  that  my  generofity  generally  ex- 
ceeded their  demands ;  for  I  was  ter- 
ribly apt  to  give  them  an  ungrateful 
laugh,  inftead  of  a  gracious  fimper ; 
which  difcompofed  their  tempers  ftill. 
more'than  my  features,  and  excited  a  re- 
fentment  that  was  not  foon  cooled.  How- 
ever, whether  languifhingor  angry,  thefe 
ancient  gentlemen  were  lefs  difagreeable 
to  me  than  many  young  ones,  whofs 
felf-fatisfied  air  was  more  odious  than 
their  nonfenfe.  They  feemed  fo  fure  of 
pleaiing,  that  they  could  not  but  offend. 
We  cannot  well  endure  people  who  de- 
mand our  approbation  as  their  due,  and 
look  as  if  they  would  bully  us  into  a 
liking.  A  lover  who  would  fucceed, 
mould  not  behave  like  a  highwayman, 
and  attempt  to  obtain  our  hearts,  as  he 
would  our  purfes,  by  only  crying  c  De- 
liver P  They  mould  confider,  that  as  all 
the  fire  of  affurance  they  can  put  into 
their  eyes  will  not  make  them  fo  danger- 
ous as  a  piftol,  they  may  with  lefs  ha- 
zard be  refifted.  They  mould,  at  leaft, 
accept  our  hearts  as  a  favour.  There  is  a 
pleafure  in  obliging,  which  makes  us 
love  thofe  who  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
exerting  that  power. 

I  could  perceive  that  Lord  Dorxhefter 
and  Sir  Charles  Lifdale  did  not  greatly 
like  each  other.  Sir  Charles,  I  imagined, 
might  be  actuated  by  envy,  which  I 
found  was  a  common  vice  in  this  coxm- 
try.  It  feemed  ftrange  to  me,  that  any 
C  »  one 
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one  mould  envy  when  they  might  imitate ; 
and  thereby  not  only  remove  the  mperi- 
erity  that  renders  them  uneaiy,  but  love 
the  other,  whole  example  led  them  into 
to  happy  a  path.  No  perfon  afflicted 
with  an  envious  difpofition,  can  be  ever 
happy.  Our  connexions  with  others 
make  us  fuftcr  by  their  ill  qualities ; 
how  unfortunate  muft  we  then  be,  it  we 
feel  pain  from  their  good  ones! 

Lord  Dorchefterwas  fo  Superior  to  Sir 
Charles,  that  I  could  not  fufpe£l  him  of 
the  fr.me  vice  ;  nor  indeed  did  I  believe 
him  capable  of  it,  could  he  have  met  with 
one  luptrrior  to  himie.lt".  But  the  laft  rea- 
jbn  I  ihottld  have  aiTigned  for  his  dif - 
like  was  jealotiiy  ;  and,  therefore,  as  I 
had  fuppofed  he  had  conceived  fome  un- 
iu(t  prejudice,  I  laboured  to  remove  it,  by 
giving  Sir  Charles  the  praifes  I  thought 
his  due,  and  wondered  that  the  more  I 
^>oke  fiom  his  favour,  the  more  averfe 
my  lord  ieemecl  to  him .  This  was  very 
unlike  his  ufual  politenefs,  which  led  him 
to  fee  charms  in  every  thing  I  approved. 
As  he  gave  me  no  reafon  torhisaverfion, 
I  was  ibmetimes  aimolt  angry,  and  could 
not  forbear  telling  him  he  was  very  un- 
juft. 

I  found  that  I  mould  have  liked  Sir 
Charles  ftill  better,  'if  my  lord's  taite 
had  concurred  with  mine.  I  could  not 
but  think  mine  was  bad,  fmce  his  would 
not  give  a  fanction  to  it;  and  if  Sir 
Charles  had  not  been  too  amduous  to 
iciiv't-  it  in  my  power,  I  believe  I  mould 
have  declined  his  acquaintance;  fomiKrh 
lefs  agreeable  was  it  rendered  by  rny 
lord's  disapprobation.  But  this  could 
not  be  done  without  incivility  to  Sir 
Charles  ;  and  not  imagining  it  gave  my 
lord- .any \mcafmefs,  I  conmraed  to  con- 
verfe  with  him,  which  I  could  not  do 
without  great  pleaiure  to  myfelf. 

My  lord,  at  laft,  grew  thoughtful  and 
melancholy  :  he  law  me  feldomer ;  and 
oftener,  when  he  was  with  me,  would  be 
filent,  or  converfe  with  little  connection 
or  chearfulnefs.  If  I  cxpreffcd  nn  un- 
eafmefs  at  a  change  of  temper  which  I 
attributed  to  ficJcnefs,  hexvould  make  an- 
fwer,  that  I  could  not  pofiibly  be  con- 
cerned about  himj  bv.t,  as  lie  had  no 
merit  hut  love  to  engage  my  heart,  he 
couki  not  complain  if  I  did  not  give  him 
what  he  had  no  good  title  to.  If  I  ex- 
trtt-d  nil  the  eloquence  of  tenderncfs  to 
afiure  him  of  my  affection",  and  of  my 
anxiety  for  his  health,  he  would  Ibme- 
times appear  revived,  and  tell  me,  that, 


if  I  really  had  any  regard  for  him,  h<r 
was  well  and  happy.  He  would  perhaps 
appear  chearftil  for  fome  hours  after ;  but 
it  he  left  me  in  that  happier  ftate  of 
mind,  when  we  next  met  the  air  of  me- 
lancholy returned. 


C  H  4  P.    XXII. 

WHILE  Lord  Dorchefter,  and 
consequently  his  Ophelia,  conti- 
nued in  this  ftate  of  uneafinefs,  Lady  Pa- 
leftine  defired  me  to  go  with  her  to  an 
opera.  As  home  became  lefs  agreeable, 
difTipation  grew  more  fo,  and  I  accepted 
her  invitation  with  pleafure.  I  had  a 
good  ear  for  mulick ;  and  my  lord  had 
given  me  the  beft  mafters  to  improve  if, 
though  I  had  not  yet  made  any  great  pro- 
ficiency, except  in  fmging ;  for  in  that 
branch  I  had  lei's  to  learn;  nature  having 
given  me  a  voice,  that  your  ladyfliip,  (as- 
well  as  many  others,  whom  I  muft  have 
allowed  excellent  judges,  even  if  they 
had  not  flattered  me)  has  often  laid, did 
not  require  the  help  of  art.  As  I  was 
qualified  to  be  entertained,  it  is  not 
Itrange  that  I  was  fb,  at  a  time  when 
operas  wer<i  in  their  higheft  perfection. 
Fafhion  had  no  occafionto  aflift  the  mu- 
fick  towards  delighting  me  ;  but,  as  I 
was  a  ftranger  to  afleclation,  extafies 
were  not  the  confequences  of  my  being 
exceffively  pleafed,  and  therefore  I  did 
not  underftand  them  in  others. 

My  attention  was  interrupted,  by  fee- 
ing a  lady  who  i'at  next  me  in  a  moft  lan- 
guifhing  condition.  I  thought  her  at  her 
laftgalp,  and  did  not  doubt  butftie  was 
going  intoafainting-fit.  The houfe  be- 
ing extremely  full,  was  very  hot.  ,  To- 
this  I  attributed  her  diforder,  in  which 
(he  feemed  to  have  many  companions ; 
but,  as  Ihe  appeared  in  the  greatefl  extre- 
mity, me  was  the  propereit  objeft  of  my 
care.  Accordingly,  in  a  flutter  of  hafte, 
I  applied  my.fmclling-bottle  to  her  nofe, 
fearing  the  leaft  delay  might  find  her  pan? 
iccovcry.  The  bottle  was  filled  with 
very  (bong  falls, and  I  was  rejoiced  to  fee 
their  fpeedyelT-xt ;  for  me  recovered  in  an 
jnftant,  and*  opened  her  eyes  with  a  great 
ftart,  and  a  look  of  amazement,  which 
might  be  expeSed  from  their  fuddeii 
operation.  Bat  I  was  extremely  fur- 
prized,  that,  iaitead  of  thanking  me  for 
my  care  and  companion,  (he  looked  ex- 
ceffively angry,  and,  in  a  moft  uncivil 
manner  and  harfh  voice,  aflted  roe  what 
I  meant 
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I  mesnt  by  fuch  impertinence.  She  then 
«/;uv  vent  to  her  rage  in  fuch  a  torrent  of 
words,  as  railed  my  opinion  of  my  falts, 
for  having  Ib  immediately  given  fuch 
gi'er.t  ftrength  of  fpirits  to  one  before  ex- 
piring, tfrough  the  effect  was  not  very 
Agreeable  ;  for  me  did  not  leave  me  a  pof- 
fibility  of  explaining  my  good  intention, 
nor  ftiould  I  have  had  time  to  recover  my 
fnrprize,  if  the  falts  had  not  taken  a  new 
turn,  throwing  her  into  a  violent  fit  of 
fneezing,  which  made  veiy  unlucky 
breaks  in  her  difcourfe,  and  thereby  in- 
trealed  her  anger.  But  *  mufick  has 

*  charms  tofoothe  alavage  bread/  as  I 
found ;  for  her  favourite  finger  coming 

on  the  ftage,  her  wrath  fubfided ;  and, 
infre;v,i  of  the  words  '  impertinent !  info- 
'  lent!'  &c.  &c.  flie  could  utter  none 
but — '  Oh,  the  charmer!  the  dear  crea- 

*  Hire!  ravifhing!  enchanting!'  and  all 
that  our  language  affords  to  the  fame 
P'irpoie,  with  a  mixture  of  '  karo!  ka- 
'  rimmo!'      Her  refentment  was  now 
buried  in  admiration,  and  all  her  fenfes 
abforbed  by  that  of  hearing. 

While  me  was  thus  engaged,  Sir 
Charles  informed  me,  thatextafy  of  plea- 
lure,  not  extremity  of  pain,  occaiioned 
all  thofe  languifliments  which  had  ex- 
cited my  companion;  and  thit  her  anger 
arofe  from  my  having  interrupted  her 
raptures,  and,  as  mefufpecled,  ridiculed 
iiit-ni  by  that  action.  I  think  my  igno- 
rance never  railed  fo  many  blufhes  in  me 
as  on  this  occafion ;  I  was  really  over- 
come with  (hame  at  my  milhke ;  till  I 
reflected  that  fhe  had  moft  reafon  to  be 
fo,  fmce  her  bdiavioxir  was  foolifh  af- 
fectation, mine  only  the  effect  of  reafon- 
able  coinpaffion. 

This  incident,  .however,  greatly  in- 
terrupted the  pleafure  I  fliould  have  re- 
ceived from  the  entertainment;  and  ano- 
ther, notlefs  mortifying,  was,  that  I  did 
not  fee  Lord  Dorchefter  the  whole  even- 
ing, till  at  my  return  home.  I  then 
found  he  had  been  at  the  opera  likewife, 
and  could  npt  forbear  reproaching  him 
for  not  being  of  our  party,  efpecially  as 
he  once  found  a  pleafure  in  going  with 
me  to  eveiy  place.  His  anfwer  was, 
that  he  thought  me  too  well  engaged  to 
have  afforded  him  any  of  my  cor.verla- 
tioii,  had  he  attempted  to  come  to  us ; 
and  that  it  would  not  have  been  eafy  to 
have  approached  me,  I  was  fo  encircled 
with  gentlemen. 

I  tepiied,  that  this  was  a  poor  excufe 
to  hide  his  want  of  inclination  $  for  lie 
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muft  know  I  would  be  engaged  in  no 
other  converfation,  when  I  had  the  power 
of  enjoying  his  ;  and  that  a  crowd  muft 
be  grest  indeed,  that  did  not  leave  one  a 
pombifity  of  making  room  for  a  perfou 
whom  we  efteeemed  far  above  that  whole 
crowd.  All  the  anfwer  I  obtained  was 
fo  broken  with  fighs,  fo  unconnected  in 
itfclf,  and  fpoken  with  fuch  an  air  of  de- 
jection, as  touched  me  to  the  heart, 
though  it  did  not  Ibeak  intelligibly 
enough  for  me  to  tmderftand  the  occa- 
fion  of  it. 

In  pity  to  his  melancholy,  I  endea- 
voured to  hide  the  effect  it  had  on  me, 
and  tried  every  art  to  amufe  him.  I 
fungto  him;  I  read  to  him;  I  attempted 
to  lead  him  into  converfation :  but  all  to 
no  purpofe.  When  he  looked  moil 
pleafecl  with  me,  he  feemed  moft  oppref- 
fed ;  his  Spirits  were  too  much  funk  to 
bear  the  tendemefs  of  his  mind,  with.- 
out  an  increafe  of  dejection.  When  his 
eyes  expreflfed  the  mmoft  fondnefs,  they 
overflowed  with  grief.  I  begged  to  know 
the  canfe  of  his  forrow;  but  he  left  me- 
without  iatisfying  a  curiofity  which  arofe 
only  from  affection. 

The  following  day  feemed  to  have 
madeliitle  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  Lord 
Dorchdter's  mind ;  but  having  prornifcd 
Lady  Paleftine  to  make  part  of  a  very 
large  company  at  herhoufe  that  evening, 
we  went  thither  at  the  proper  hour. 

The  variety  of  objects  and  converfa- 
tion  difpelled  the  gloom  which  oppref- 
fed  my  tpirits  before  I  leftmy  own  houfe. 
My  melancholy  was  not  proof  againil 
Sir  Ciiarles's  vivacity,  which  even  ex- 
ceeded itfelf  that  night,  and  the  evening" 
palled  away  with  great  mirth.  I  fpoke- 
feveral  times  to  my  lord,  but  could  ob- 
tain little  anfwer.  His  grief  affected 
me;  but  ftill  the  natural  gaiety  of  my 
temper,  fupported  by  all  that  could 
flatter  my  vanity,  or  amufe  my  under- 
ftanding,  wns  not  to  be  foon  overcome. 
But,  .at  length,  no  longer  able  to  endure 
the  fight  of  his  tineafinefs,  I  determined, 
to  go  home,  if  he  would  accompany  me; 
in  hopes  that  he  would  no  longer  conceal 
the  caufe  of  his  affliction  from  impor- 
tunities arifmg  only,  from  the  defire  of 
endeavouring  to  alleviate  it.  v 

I  went  up  to  him,  told  him  I  was  go- 
hig  to  retire,  and  begged  to  know  when 
he  wouid  follow  me. 

Judge  of  my  furprize,  when  the  tnan 

whom  I  had  never  heard  inter  any  thing 

but  the  words  of  love  and  tendernefs, 

anfwered 


OPHELIA. 


anfwered  me  in  the  marpeft  tone — 'Ne- 
ver, Madam !  If  you  want  company, 
you  have  too  good  intercft  with  many 
in  the  room  to  be  denied  theirs  $  you 
hid  better,  therefore,  change  your  ap- 
plication, and  may  depend  on  not  be- 
ing impertinently  interrupted  by  me.' 
My  amazement  deprived  me  of  fpeech ; 
and  it'  it  had  net,  it  would  have  been  of 
little  ufe  ;  for  he  gave  me  no  time  to  an- 
fwer  him,  leaving"the  room  as  ibon  as  he 
had  done  fpeaking.  I  was  Ib  much  (hock- 
ed, I  had  not  power  to  follow  him  down 
ftairs  j  as  I  certainly  fhould  have  expofed 
ir.yfclf  by  doing,  had  I  been  able.  As 
my  furpme  abated?  fomygriefincreafedj 
it  overcame  me  i'o  entirely,  that  I  believe 
I  fliotildhave  funk  on  the  "floor,  had  not 
Sir  Charles.  Lifdalc  perceived  the  change 
of  my  countenance,  and  offered  his  ai- 
fitonce;  by  which  means  I  left  the  room, 
and  got  into  my  chair.  He  enquired, 
with  kind  concern,  the  cccafion  of  my 
dilbrderj  but  perceiving  me  incapable 
of  either  hear  ing  or  fpeaking,  he  fupport- 
ed  me  in  iilence  too,  and  attended  my 
chair  to  my  own  hcufe,  unieen  by  me 
till  I  was  earned  into  the  hall.  Seeing 
me  furprized  at  his  prefence,  he  excufed 
it,  by  laying  he  could  not  forbear  accom- 
panying me,  left  the  motion  of  the  chair 
jnight  make  me  ftill  worle ;  nor  could 
he  be  eafy  without  knowing  how  I  was 
on  getting  home.  But  he  found  me  fo 
little  better,  that  he  received  nofatisfac- 
tion  from  this  fecond  view,  and  was  ftiH 
more  alarmed  when  he  learned  from  my 
fervant  that  me  had  never  leen  me  thus 
feized  before. 

Sir  Charles  intimated  that  he  could 
not  reft  without  hearing  how  I  did  after 
I  was  put  to  bed  ;  but  my  maid  having 
more  conlideration  for  me  than  for  his 
cafe,  prudently  told  him  that  any  noife 
might  dillurb  me  ;  upon  which  he  faid, 
that  rather  than  run  the  leaft  hazard  of 
that,  he  would  endure  his  impatience  and 
anxiety  till  morning. 

The  only  relief  1  could  now  feel,  was 
from  being  alone,  that  I  might  give  an 
uninterrupted-  flow  to  my  grief,  which 
was  indeed  cxccflive.  I  had  never  be- 
fore felt  the  anger  of  one  I  loved  ;  and 
had  learned  to  think  nothing  but  render- 
nefs  and  good-humour  could  fall  from 
Lord  Dorchefter's  lips.  Sir  Charles's 
fervant  watched  the  opening  of  the  door 
the  next  morning;  having  been  ordered 
net  to  knock,  for  fear  of  difturbing  my 


reft.  Alas  !  my  night  had  all  been  fpent 
in  weeping.  When  toy  fervant  inform- 
ed him  that  I  was  rather  worfe  than  the 
evening  before,  having  had  no  fleep,  he 
\vho  had  a  real  attachment  to  his  mafter, 
faid,  he  knew  not  how  to  cany  Sir 
Charles  that  account,  for  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  go  to  bed  all  night ;  and 
he  feared  fuch  an  addition  to  his  anxiety 
might  prove  veiy  hurtful  to  him.  This, 
and  the  enquiries  after  my  health  fent  by 
fuch  of  my  acquaintance  as  obferved  that 
I  was  ill  when  I  left  Lady  Paleftine's, 
my  maid  repeated  to  me ;  for  perceiving 
that  grief  was  my  diibrder,  me  endea- 
voured as  much  as  poffible  to  divert  my 
thoughts.  Thefe  attentions,  from  peo- 
ple for  whom  I  had  fo  I'm  all  a  regard,  in 
companion  with  my  love  for  Lord  Dor- 
chefter,  made  me  the  more  mocked  at  his 
not  fending  any  enquiry  after  me,  though 
I  thought  ne  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
anxiety  his  words  muft  occafion.  The 
reflection  that  I  was  in  a  new  world, 
without  a  friend,  unthought  of  by  him, 
increafed  my  affliction,  as  it  gave  me  the 
worfe  opinion  of  the  man  who  could  thus 
wound  a  heart  fo  entirely  his,  when  he 
knew  I  had  no  comforter  into  whcfe  bo- 
fom  I  could  pour  my  grief,  whofe  ten- 
demefs  could  foothe,  or  care  redrefs  me. 
Was  every- one  more  kind  than  this  man, 
who  had  ever  before  appeared  fo  tender 
a  friend !  If  I  had  been  guilty  of  any 
fault  to  which  my  ignorance  had  fub- 
iefted  me,  for  I  was  confcious  of  none 
towards  him,  might  I  not  have  expected 
an  eafy  pardon  from  .one  to  whom  I  had 
forgiven  fo  great  an  injury  as  forcibly 
taking  me  from  my  aunt,  whofe  temper 
could  never  make  me  feel  fuch  agonies 
as  his  caprice  now  gave  me.  Thcie 
were  my  reflections  the  whole  day ;  dur- 
ing which  Sir  Charles  called  himfelf  fe- 
veral  times  at  my  door  to  enquire  into 
the  ftate  of  my  health,  defirous  of  a  more 
particular  account  than  he  could  expeft 
by  a  fervant.  Towards  evening  a  thought 
arofe,  that  perhaps  this  great  change  in  a 
difpofition  which  ufed  to  be  unclouded, 
equally  ferene  and  pleafmg,  might  pro- 
ceed from  diftemper.  The  poflibility  of 
this  no  fooner  ftruck  me,  than  1  began 
to  take  myfelf  to  tafk  for  complaining  of 
him,  when  I  ought  rather  to  pity,  nurfe, 
and  attend  him.  I  now  arraigned  my 
own  heart  more  bitterly  than  I  had  yet 
done  his ;  Hnd  looking  on  my  prefent 
apprchenfion  as  molt  affli&ing,  prayed, 

that 
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that  from  whatever  caufe  his  unkindnefs 
aroi'e,  it  might  full  on  me  alone,  that  I 
only  might  luffcr,  and  he  be  eafy,  though 
I  was  miier  able. 

To  quiet  the  prefent  horrors  of  my 
mind,  I  lent  to  his  houie  to  know  how 
he  did,  and  waited  the  return  of  my 
mefl'engtr  with  me  impatience  of  diftrac- 
tion ;  which  was  rather  changed  than 
abated,  by  his  bringing  me  word  that  my 
lord  hud  been  abroad  the  whole  day. 
Notwithftanding  my  imaginary  difmte- 
reftednels,  I  feverely  felt  this  proof  of 
indifference.  Not  once  to  enquire  the 
effect  of  his  behaviour!  not  to  comfort 
me  with  one  kind  word !  was  an  excels 
of  cruelty,  which  made  me  think  fuch 
a  heart  as  mine,  capable  of  the  deepeft 
imprellions  and  ilrongett  lenfations,  very 
unfit  to  be  in  any  degree  linked  with  one 
who  could  be  both  Ib  amiable  and  Ib 
cruel.  Nor  could  night  give  any  reipite 
to  my  affliction. 

CHAP.     XXIII. 

TH  E  next  day  reduced  me  to  envy 
themifery  of  the  day  before,  which 
I  had  then  thought  moft  deplorable.  A 
letter  being  delivered  to  me,  the  fight  of 
his  hand  on  the  fuperfcnption  revived  my 
fpirits,  and  fpread  joy  over  a  heart  before 
immerfed  in  forrow.  I  opened  it  with 
impatience,  to  fee  in  how  kind  a  manner 
he  would  at  once  fign  both  his  and  my 
pardon.  But,  O  heavens!  how  was  I 
difappointed !  Your  ladyfhip,  who  never 
met  with  the  like  trials,  will,  in  imagin- 
ing it,  fall  as  fhoit  of  what  I  felt,  as  I 
mould  do,  if  I  endeavoured  to  defcribe 
the  (hock  I  received  at  reading  the  fol- 
lowing lines. 

*  A  Cold  addrefs  but  ill  agrees  with  the 
•**•  '  love  I  have  borne  the  once  dear 
Ophelia;  but  it  is  fuitable  to  the  fen- 
timents  I  mall  hereafter  preferve  to- 
ward thee.  Oh,  Ophelia!  you  have 
by  deceit  (I  cannot  call  it  ingratitude, 
for  I  could  not  demand  a  return)  cured 
my  heart  of  a  weaknefs  fcarcely  to  be 
paralleled.  But  how  painful  is  the  re- 
medy !  I  have  doated  on  you  to  excels, 
and  have  been  lulled  into  happinefs  by 
the  falie  appearances  of  your  approv- 
ing my  love;  but  you  have  at  laft  a- 
waked  m-.-  from  this  blifsful  dream,  and 
f  fliewn  me  that  truth  and  conftancy  ,  re 
f  not  to  be  found  in  a  female  heart  in 
(  any  climate  j  that  the  levity  of  your 


fex  makes  them  a  prey  to  the  newcft 
lover,  and  prefer  the  fluttering  of  a 
wit  to  the  conitant  attachment  of  an 
affectionate  heart.  If  this  diiappoint- 
ment  to  my  fond  hopes  mould  make 
me  miserable,  it  may  puniih  me  for  my 
folly ;  but  my  reientment  Ihall  never 
render  me  criminal  towards  you.  I 
have  brought  you  from  a  fixed  habi- 
tation, introduced  you  into  a  life  of 
gaiety  and  pleaiure,  to  the  charms  of 
which  you  are  lenfible,  if  ever  woman 
was.  Your  talte  is  ib  refined,  and  your 
knowledge  Ib  much  increafed,  that  you 
would  but  ill  rehfh  the  ruitick  folitude 
of  your  former  cottage ;  I  Ihall  there- 
fore remit  to  you  four  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  which  will  enable  you  to  live 
where  you  now  are  ;  and,  as  Jbon  as 
my  mind  acquires  a  little  eale,  I  will 
Ib  far  extend  a  regard,  (which,  alas, 
Ophelia !  I  fear  I  fliall  always  pre- 
ferve) as  to  write  you  ibme  necellary 
advice  concerning  your  future  conduct  r 
for,  whatever  I  am,  I  mult  wifli  you 
happy;  and  that  thofe  who  poffds 
more  of  your  affections  may  adore  you 
as  I  have  done.  I  am  carrying  an  af-^ 
flitted  heart  into  the  country,  unable 
to  -ihiy  in  town  after  having  relblvei 
never  to  fee  you  more.  Your  huma- 
nity would  make  yoxi  pity,  though  yoti 
cannot  love  rne,  if  you  knew  vvitU 
what  agonizing  pain  I  fay: — FarcweJ 
for  ever !' 

A  flender  judgment  of  what  I  muft 
have  felt  at  theperulal  of  this  letter,  will 
ferve  to  convince  you  that  I  was  the 
greatell  objeft  of  pity.     Regardleis  of 
the  prefence  of  my  fervants,  I  could  not 
forbear  exclaiming — '  Was  it  not  enough 
to  forfake  me,  but  muft  he  add  re- 
proaches to  his  cruelty !  I  praclife  de- 
ceit !    My  ignorance  of  fuch  vile  arts 
renders  it  impolTiblc,  even  though  my 
difpoiition  was  not  fo  open  that  I  fpeaic 
•    my  thoughts  as  freely  as  they  rile; 
and  yet  my  countenance  exprefles  them 
before  iny  words  can  do  it;  and,  were 
I  tq  pollute  my  tongue  with  a  falle - 
hood,  would  contradicl  it,  and  convicl 
me  of  an  untruth.    But  they  are  all 
innocent;  what,  then,  mould  hinder 
me  from  revealing  them  ?    And  yet 
this  man  accufes  me  of  what  he  rnuit 
know  is  a  ftranger  to  my  heart !  Art* 
aud  concealments  are  for  the  inconltant 
and  injurious ;  for  thofe  who  can  op- 
prels  the  innocent,  and  make  the'friend- 
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'  Id's  wretched  by  their  cruelty.    Good 

•  Heaven !  do  I  dderve  this  character  ? 

*  Would  to  God  he  could  as  juiliy  dc- 
'  ftnd  himfelffrom  it !' 

As  foon  :;s  my  maid  perceived  me  Co 
f:<r  deprived  of  rny  ienfes  as  to  give  fuch 
free  and  unguarded  vent  to  my  diiirr.c- 
tion, (he  lentthefootm an  w-ho  had  brought 
the  letter  out  of  the  room,  and  was  the 
only  peribn  prefent  during  my-exclama- 
tion  j  to  which  a  fliort  paule  fucceeded  ; 
and  then  I  ran  out  of  the  room,  with  an 
air  fo  franlick  as  greatly  terrified  her. 
She  purfued'me;  and,  flopping  me  he- 
fore  I  got  out  of  the  houfe,  a/kcd  what 
I  defigned  to  do.  My  purpofe  was  16 
full  in  my  thoughts,  that  I  told  her  I 
was  going  to  Lady  Paldline's,  to  alk  her 
where  Lord  Dorchefter  was,  what  he 
.meant  by  quarrelling  with  me,  and  in 
what  I  had  offended. 

She  kept  fart  hold  of  me,  till  (he  con- 
vinced me  I  was  in  a  very  improper  way 
to  appear  before  fo  much  company,  as  I 
.muft  be  fenfible,  if  I  reflected  on  t!ie 
hour,  was  then  at  Lady  Palestine's.  But 
to  pacify  me,  in  fome  degree,  fhe  went 
hcrfelf  5  and  fending  a  molt  preffing  mef- 
fage  to  her  ladyfhip,  brought  her  out  of 
company  to  fpeak  with  her.  All  the  an- 
fwer  (lie  brought  me  was,  that  Lady  Pa- 
leftine  was  ignorant  of  every  circum- 
Itance,  except  that  Lord  Dorchefter  was 
gone  out  of  town.  As  foon  as  the  dif- 
traftion  of  my  mind  abated  enough  to 
give  leave  to  attend  to  the  effects  it  had 
upon  me,  I  found  myfelf  extrermly  ill, 
and  was  foon  unable  to  fit  up.  My  maid, 
truly  alarmed  at  my  condition,  lent  for 
a  phyfician,  who  declared  me  in  a  high 
fever,  and  ordered  me  to  be  kept  in  bed. 
But  the  pains  that  afflicted  me  could  not 
draw  my  attention  from  my  lord's  beha- 
viour. My  firft  refolution  was  to  refufe 

.  the  income  he  offered :  I  would  not  give 
him  room  to  think  he  had  made  me  any 
recompence  for  the  injuries  he  had  done, 

.  or  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  pay  me  for 
what  he  had  made  me  fufferj  firil  by  tear  - 

.  ing  me  from  all  my  foul  could  wifli ;  and 
then  by  abandoning  me  in  a  ftrange  land, 
unfiiended  and  unknown. 

If  my  lord's  inconft'ar.cy  had  deprived 
me  of  my  greateft  good,  I  detenu  ined  my 
own  fpirit  mould  difcharge  me  from  the 
leilier;  if  he  thought  me  beneath  his  friend- 
mip,  I  thought  myfelf  above  his  charity : 
nor  could  his  whole  fortune  have  given 
jne  th«  joy  I  mould  have  received  from. 


one  fymptom  of  regard.  I  had  mon^r 
enough  remaining  to  carry  me  IK; 
my  beloved  aunt,  who  grew  more  dc.ir 
to  mefrom  my  lord's  ill-treatment.  From 
her  tender  and  con flan t  aVUxiion  1  hoped 
to  find  relief  j  in  her  goodnefs  ex] 
to  receive  confutation  for  the  faults  of 
others;  arid,  far  from  this  bad  town,  to 
learn  to  forget  it,  and  it's  cruel  inhabi  - 
tants,  whofe  minds  are  as  variable  as 
their  climate. 

Thefe  hopes  and  refolutions  were  the 
refuit  of  my  thoughts  while  I  remained 
fenfible  :  bv.t,  as  to  cure  a  diftcmper  by 
medicine  which  proceeds  irom  anxiety  of 
mind  is  a  vain  attempt,  I  grew  at  laft  fo 
bad,  that  I  was  light-headed ;  to  which 
I  may  attribute  my  recovery.  Want  of 
reflection  did  what  re afon  could  net  ef- 
f  cvt ;  it  quieted  my  mind,  and  my  con- 
ftitution  received  benefit  from  it  :  for  as 
grief  was  the  cai.fc  of  ray  iilnefs,  the  lof* 
of  the  fenfe  of  my  affliction  left  me  to 
youth  and  natural  Ihength,  and  my  fever 
abated.  As  foon  as  I  recovered  my  fenfes, 
I  was  apprized  of  my  danger,  «and  once 
more  law  death  without  terror.  My  doc- 
tor afiured  me  he  had  faved  my  life.  I 
could  not  have  thanked  him  with  a  tole- 
rable grace,  had  I  believed  him ;  but  my 
credulity  fell  Jhort  of  his  aiTurances<  I 
was  convinced  my  dillemper  was  beyond 
the  reach  of  human  art,  and  prefled  him 
to  ceafe  attempting  a  cure  that  would 
afford  him  little  fatisfaction,  and  me 
none.  I  was  furry  his  benevolent  dilpo- 
fitior.  fliould  throw  away  on  me  the  ti:ne 
which  he  dedicated  to  the  relief  of  man- 
kind. But  when  he  was  gone,  my  maid 
told  me  he  would  not  part  with  a  patient 
focafily,as  his  benefit  was  certain,  though 
m  ine  was  doubtful,  and  came  in  a  pleaiing 
fhape;  for  he  received  current  gold  in 
exchange  for  his  advice,  and  declared 
war  to  the  patient's  palate  in  return  for 
that  iv ward  ;  which,  taken  in  the  greateft 
quantities,  was  in  no  danger  of  creating 
a  naufea. 

When  I  found  my  doctor  mercenary, 
iiiitead  of  charitable,  I  felt  Ids  venera- 
tion for  him  :  but  no  longer  wondered 
money  was  held  in  fo  high  efteem,  finte 
people  thought  they  could  purchafe  hnlth 
with  it.  Could  I  have  nattered  mvfdf 
that  would  have  brought  me  c. 
mind,  I  fliouldhavc  S^n  very  rr-picious ; 
but  '  erteem  and  love  w  :v  never  to  IK 
'  fold  ;'  and  thofe  were  tbt  tilings  want- 
ing to  my  peace. 

My 
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My  illnefs  deferred  the  execution  of  my 
intended  departure  from  London ;  but 
the  reiblution  continued. 

All  ray  acquaintance  fent  daily  en- 
quiries after  my  health :  Sir  Charles  Lif- 
dale  never  called  lefs  than  twice  a  day. 
The  firft  perlbn  I  faw  was  Lady  Palef- 
tine,  with  whom  I  hoped  to  indulge  my- 
ielf  with  talking  of  my  diftrefs ;  but  my 
fpirits  were  ib  weak,  that  when  me  came, 
many  pail  circuniitances  crouded  to  my 
remembrance,  and  I  was  choaked  with 
tears.  She  itaid  fome  time  in  expectation 
of  my  growing  more  able  to  converfe, 
leaning  defirous  to  talk  with  me  on  the 
fubject  moil  at  my  heart;  but  finding 
no  amendment,  was  afraid  her  prefence, 
by  agitating  me  ib  greatly,  might  do  me 
harm  ;  and  therefore  lett  me,  with  a  de- 
fire  that  I  would  let  her  know  when  I 
was  more  able  to  fee  her. 

Not  understanding  the  paflion  of  jea- 
loufy,  I  did  not  perceive  any  figns  of  re- 
maining love  in  Lord  Dorchefter,  or  fome 
flattering  hopes  might  have  been  my  con  - 
folation :  I  mould  then  have  feen,  that 
the  man  who  wrote  that  letter  was  not 
indifferent;  of  which  I  was  now  fo  well 
perfuaded,  that  I  never  confidered  there 
was  a  poflibility  of  his  being  othenvife. 
What  ferved  to  convince  me  the  more 
entirely  of  it,  was  his  never  having  yet 
made  any  enquiry  after  me,  though  I  had 
been  fo  long  and  fo  dangeroufly  ill.  See- 
ing eveiy  thing  in  the  word  light,  I  did 
not  conuder  that  he  might  not  know  it. 
The  continual  meflages  I  received  from 
many  gentlemen,  with  the  more  parti- 
cular enquiries  of  Sir  Charles  Lifdale, 
and  Lord  Larborough,  a  young  noble- 
man, who  always  followed  me  about  like 
a  fhadow,  (a  conftant,  rather  than  an 
agreeablf ,  attendant,  for  he  feldom  fpoke 
-to  me)  made  Lord  Dorcheiter's  neglect 
appear  the  greater. 

At  firft  I  imagined  my  lord's  affeclion 
for  me  never  real,  or  it  could  not  fo  foon 
be  entirely  extin^uifhed;  but  I  now  be- 
gan to  think  even  humanity  was  dead  in 
him.  Gcod-naUire  would  have  fuggerted 
to  him,  but  friendfhip  would  have  forced 
him,  to  adminifter  fome  confolation  to 
the  misfortunes  of  one  whom  he  had  in- 
troduced to  mifery,  though  me  feemed  to 
have  been  placed  by  Fortune  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  inhumanity.  It  never  once 
occun  ed  to  Sae,  that  he  did  not  imagine 
I  wanted  any  confolation ;  and  that  from 
this  error  arofe  all  my  grief  and  his.  My 


afflictions  feemed  nenr  an  end :  though 
my  fever  was  gone,  yet  I  did  not  reco- 
ver ;  I  was  pale  and  emaciated,  had  nei- 
ther ftrength  to  move,  nor  fpii  its  to  fpeak , 
equally  weak  both  in  mind  and  body  J 
and  had  not  a  ray  of  hope  at  laft  mone 
upon  me,  I  believe  my  exillence  had  not 
been  of  Ion?  duration. 


CHAP;      XXIV* 

A  S  I  was  defirous  of  convening  with 
jfi.  Lady  Paleltine,  I  fent  to  her  as  foon 
as  I  thought  I  had  brought  myfelf  to  fee 
her  with  lefs  difcompofure.  Uron  turn- 
ing the  difcourfe  to  Lord  Dorchefter's 
fudden  departure  from  London,  I  frankly, 
fpoke  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and 
exprefied  my  grief,'  as  well  as  aftonifh- 
ment,  at  fo  immediate  an  alteration.  She 
told  me,  me  was  well  perfuaded  that  jea- 
loufy  of  Sir  Charles  Lifdale  was  the  cc- 
caiion  of  it :  and  flie  herfelf  feemed  to 
have  fome  fufpicion  of  my  giving  the 
baronet  the  preference;  As  I  had  al- 
ways appeared  without  difguife  to  my 
lord,  it  was  moft  incredible  to  me  that  he 
could  entertain  any  Inch  opinion;  and 
my  cMrneftnefs,  as  well  as  my  late  dif- 
order,  when  me  learned  it  was  the  con- 
fequenceof  Lord  Dorchefter's  behaviour, 
were  pretty  fufficient  proofs  to  her  lady- 
fliip  that  Ihe  had  been  under  a  miftake. 
However,  had  they  not  been  convincing, 
all  poffibility  of  doubt  was  removed  be- 
fore me  left  me.  As  we  were  fitting,  a 
meflage  was  brought  up  to  me  from  Mrs. 
Belfaft,  a  lady  with  whom  I  had  become 
acquainted  at  Lady  Paleftine's,  import- 
ing, that  me  was  at  the  door  to  enquire 
after  my  health;  and,  if  I  was  well  enough 
to  admit  her,  would  be  extremely  glad 
to  wait  on  me.  Not  being  fit  to  fee  com- 
pany, I  had  hitherto  declined  all  vifits  ; 
but  as  Lady  Paleftine's  coach  was  at  the 
door,  I  thought  I  rould  not,  without  a 
manifeft  affront,  refufe  feeing  Mrs.  Bel. 
fait. 

The  lady  was  extremely  intimate  with 
Sir  Charles  Lifdale;  and  had  no  fooner 
done  expreffmg  her  concern  at  my  look- 
ing fo  ill,  than  me  be^an  to  tell  me  how 
veiy  fenfibly  Sir  Charles  had  been  af* 
flifted;  and  that  he  had  engaged  her  to 
beg  my  permifiion  for  his  waiting  on  me, 
to  congratulate  me  on  my  recovery ;  and 
to  receive  his  cure  from  feeing  mine,  till 
when  he  could  enioy  no  health, 

H  Lord 
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Lord  Dorcheftei  's  behaviour  had  dif- 
gufted  me  with  the  fex;  and,  fince  Lady 
Piilcuine  had  given  me  reafon  to  think, 
my  lord  was  ieaioas  of  Sir  Charles,  I 
was  more  particularly  averfe  to  feeing 
him.  With  more  finceiity  and  politive- 
,  tii  was  con  fi  lien  t  with  good-breed- 
ing, I  immediately  refilled  to  receive  his 
vifit. 

But  Mrs.  Belfaft  was  too  zealous  an 
advocate  to  be  rebirffed  by  one  denial} 
and,  beirg  extremely  intimate  with  Lady 
Paleftine,  fhe  faid,  me  thought  her  i-re- 
fence  need  not  prevent  her  from  perform- 
ing another  part  of  her  commhTion,  if  I 
reiufed  the  firft.  She  then  made  a  long 
pinegyrick  on  Sir  Charles;  expatiated  on 
i!ie  excefs  of  his  love  for  me,  of  his  un- 
til iinefs  at  being  debarred  my  converfa- 
ti«n  ;  extolled  his  g-'-od  qualities,  his  im- 
derftanding  and  temper,  and  various  me- 
rits, which  were  unnecelFarily  enumerated 
to  me,  who  knew  him;  and  ended  with 
laying,  that,  if  I  would  not  give  him  the 
liberty  of  telling  me  how  much  he  loved 
i.ie,  (lie  was  commanded  to  do  it  for 
him ;  and  to  let  me  know,  that  his 
higheft  ambition  was  to  be  united  to  me 
't.  If  I  would  content  to  marry 
him,  my  happinefs  mould  be  hii  foie 
Itudy;  that  he  and  his  fortune  would 
always  be  at  my  diibofid;  and  he  mould 
think  hirniclf  under  the  higheft  obliga- 
tion for  the  felicity  he  muft  enjoy  in  an 
union  with  !i;c  ;  that  his  eftate  was  very 
confiderable ;  that  I  mould  mylelf  direct 
the  ietrlements,  for  he  could  never  el- 
tivrm  his  whole  fortune  in  any  degree 
equal  to  my  merits. 

This  propofal  ftr;rtled  me;  it  (hewed 
more  true  aiiection  than  all  Lord  Doi  - 
cheitei's  actions.  To  bind  himfclf  for 
life,  to  give  :ne  the  command  of  his  for- 
tune, was  a  firong  proqf  of  his  good  opi- 
nion. My  own  reflections  engaged  me 
for  a  few  minuies  ;  and  thole  fewferved 
to  0-ew  me,  that  though  I  always  ef- 
teemed  Sir  Chailes,  was  delighted  with 
his  converfation,  and  now  felt  mylblf 
fmcerely  grateful,  yet  I  could  not  think 
cf  marrying  him.  This  I  told  Mrs.  Bel- 
faft in  the  plaineft  terms ;  acknowledge 
ing,  at  the  lame  time,  my  real  regard 
for  him,  and  my  gratitude  for  ib  geae- 
rous  a  proof  of  his  aife&ion. 

She  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  me 
Jo  give  a  more  favourable  anfwer;  and 
lo  camellly  prc-ftcd  for  my  content,  tliat 
flte  convinced  me  me  was  a  warm  friend, 
and  DO  bad  advocate,  But  at  lait,  allured 


of  my  inflexibility,  me  went  awsy ;  wil- 
ing me  that  flie  law  to  what  Sir  Charle.7 
owed  the  misfortune  of  a  refufal :  hail 
not  my  affections  been  engaged,  I  mult 
have  accepted  his  offers;  but  he  had 
feared  to  find  Lord  Dorchefter  an  impe- 
diment to  the  completion  of  his  whiles ; 
and  fhe  grieved  that  me  muft  be  obliged 
to  give  him  £b  ftrong  a  proof  of  the  rea- 
ibuablenefs  of  his  apprehenfions. 

When  Mrs.  Belfaft  was  gone,  Lady 
Paleftine  aiked  me  why  I  refVled  a  pro- 
pofal fo  much  to  my  advantage.  I  knew 
not  well  how  to  anfwer:  my  heart,  not 
my  reafon,  gave  the  denial;  and  it's 
emotions  are  not  ib  eafily  defcribed.  All 
I  had  to  lay  was,  that  I  could  not  think 
of  marrying  him.  I  liked  his  company 
extremely,  was  convinced  of  his  love, 
a:id  grateful  for  it ;  that  marriage  mult 
give  him  fuch  a  title  to  my  affection  as 
even  Lord  Dorchefter  could  not  difan- 
prove,  and  could  not  imagine  interfered 
with  rny  friendiiup  for  him,  the  only  fort 
of  attachment  he  required ;  for  he  had 
never  given  me  fo  ftrong  a  proof  of  his 
good  opinion  as  to  think  of  me  in  the 
capacity  of  a  wife. 

Lady  Paleftine  afked  if  I  was  then  de- 
termined to  marry  no  man.  I  replied, 
indeed,  fuch  was  my  refolution.  I  was 
feniible,  from  this  fmall  trial,  that  I  could 
not  bear  to  look  on  any  man  in  the  light 
of  a  hufoand  except  Lord  Dorchefter  5 
and  I  wifhed  only  to  live  with  him  as  a 
friend :  but  thofe  blefTed  days  were  over ; 
and  I  had  now  no  other  deiign  than  lo 
return,  as  foon  as  my  irrength  would  per- 
mit me,  to  my  folitude,  and  dedicate  the 
remainder  of  my  life  to  recompenfe  my 
a1 'nt  for  what  I  had  involuntarily  occa- 
lioned  her  to  fuffer. 

I  fa\v  Lady  Paleftlne  liften  to  me  with 
feme  contempt.  When  I  hr.ddone  fpeak- 
ing,.  me,  with  a  fncer,  intermixed  the 
wixi'ds  girlijb  pajjions,  fuolijh  coujlanfy, 
rbtnci.itick  nolians,  imaginary  delicacy y 
with  her  anfwer ;  but  I  could  have  for- 
given her  a  greater  affront  for  the  confo- 
lation  (he  had  brought  me,  by  attributing 
Lord  Dorchefter's  behaviour  to  iealoufy : 
though  it  feenied  to  me  fcarcely  pofliblc, 
yet  Biy  deipair  1'ci/ed  this  glinimerimr 
of  hope.  I  once  more  opened  his  letter ; 
it  corresponded  with  what  fhe  had  faid  : 
and  I  now  fancied  fome  lenlenres  in  it 
exprefied  a  remaining  tcnde-nel's.  Butr 
ir"  this  was  the  cafe,  I  thougnt  it  ftrunge 
that  he  did  not  enquire  into  the  itate  o£ 
my  heart,  and  not  build  a  belief  on  cir- 
cutnllances, 
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camftances,  when  lie  might  have  ha?d  my 
word  for  information.  It  never  occurrcil 
to  me,  that  my  teftimony  muft  appear 
fallible  to  a  man  who  had  been  uied  to 
fee  fo  much  falmood  5  and  that 

'   •  'rifles,  light  as  air, 

•  Are  to  the  jealous  confirmations  ftrong, 

*  ris  proots  of  Holy  Writ.' 

Three  days  patted  in  reafoning  on  a 
pombility,  which  was  the  foundation  of 
all  my  comfort;  till,  at  laft,  I  began  to 
f':iy  with  Solomon,  that  '  hope  deterred, 
'  maketh  the  heart  fitk/  My  hopes  were 
too  llightly  raifed  to  fupport  any  degree 
of  ijnrits  lor  fo  long  a  time ;  they  grew 
£iint,  and  would  foon  have  vanimed 
quite,  and  left  me  again  a  prey  to  c!e- 
fpair,  had  they  not  been  driven  away  by 
certainty.  In  the  afternoon  a  letter  was 
brotfght  me  from  Lord  Dorchefter:  I 
imagined  it  contained  the  inftruftions  he 
propofed  me,  yet  opened  it  with  a  me- 
inncholy  fatisfaftion,  as  his  hand  would 
endear  the  contents,  let  them  be  other- 
wile  difagrseable.  But  joy  broke  in  at 
once  upon  my  mind,  at  i'eeJng  the  moft 
affectionate  addrefs,  followed  by  words 
more  tender.  In  the  humblelt  manner, 
lie  begged  lesve  to  wait  on  me,  to  alk  a 
pardon  from  me,  which  he  could  never 
give  to  himleli,  for  a  bshavicur  fo  inex- 
culable,  founded  on  an  injurious  fulpi- 
cion,  too  rafhly  conceived,  and  relented. 
He  exprefled  fo  lively  a  grief  for  the  cruel 
effects  of  it,  that,  had  I  had  fpirits  to 
have  retained  anger,  I  muft  have  been 
pacified.  Ha  condemned  hnnfelt  in  fuch 
bitternefs  of  foul,  that  I  could  fcarcely 
forbear  refenting  the  injury  he  did  the 
friend  of  my  heart,  as  I  then  again 
eileemed  him,  and  was  ready  to  think  it 
the  only  fault  he  had  committed. 

This  letter  found  me  in  fo  weak  a  con- 
dition, that  I  had  not  till  then  "been  able 
to  get  down  Hairs  withoot  affiftance  ;  but 
fuch  a  cordial  is  toy,  that  I  ran  down  to 
the  fervant  to  enquire  where  his  lord  was, 
who  informing  me  that  he  was  waiting 
impatiently  at  his  houfe  in  town  for  my 
anfwer,  I  told  him  1  wouid  not  detain 
him  till  I  could  write;  but  defired  ho 
would  acquaint  his  lord,  that  I  wil'hsd  to 
fee  him  as  foon  as  pofTible. 

The  fervant  was  not  long  in  carrying 
his  mcflage,  nor  his  tnafter  in  obeying  it ; 
few  minutes  parted  before  the  flutter  of 
expectation  was  put  an  end  to  by  my 
lord '  e  arrival .  He  entered  the  room  with 


a  confiifio'n  that  deprived  him  cf  utter- 
ance; and,  taking  my  hand  with  a  diffi- 
dence and  melancholy   that   hurt   nif, 
prefled  it  to  his  lips.     My  fpirits,  over- 
come with  the  agitation  thejthad  been  in, 
failed  me;  and  I  began  to  wdirj&fiore  like 
a  mourner  than  one  in  the  excefs  of  jov. 
My  lord  accompanied  my  tears   wiih 
fome  of  his,  which  feemed  greatly  to  re- 
lieve him,  and  rettore  him  to  his  fpeech. 
I  cannot,  my  Ophelia/  laid  he,  '  pre- 
iume  to  afk  your  pity  :  I  am  opprdTtrd 
with  the  coiuciouinefs  of  rather  deferv  - 
ing  your  hatred;  but  I  am  fure,  if  you 
knew  what  I   have  fuifered,  and  ftill 
fuitVr,  your  generous  and  gentle  nature 
would  look  on  me,  however  blameable, 
ytt  as  an  object  woithy  yoiir  corr>pai- 
iion,  fmce  my   punifhment  has   been 
adequate  to  my  greater!  offence;  and,  if 
it  could  be  expiated,  muft  be  fufficient 
to  wafli  It  away.  I  thought  it  impoflible         ' 
to  be  a  greater  wretch  than  I  was  while 
I  imagined  Sir  Charler.Liiliale  poffefied 
your  heart ;  but  lince  I  learnt  from 
Lady  Paleltine  the  injultice  I  havpdone 
you,  and  hov/  grievoufly  you  have  fuf- 
fered  by  it,  I  have  been  ten  thoufand 
times  more  ir.ilerable:  the  palenefs  of 
your  cheeks,  and  the  languor  in  your 
eyes,  are  reproaches  that  rend  my  heart. 
To  fee  you  thus,  is  wcrfc  than  being 
torn  from  you.     O  my  Ophelia!  can 
you  ever  forgive  me?' 
My  lord,   indeed,  appeared  fo  very 
wretched,  that  I  could  not  add  to  his  felf- 
reproaches;  but,  on  the  contrary,  endea- 
voured to  exienuate  his  fault.     I  allured 
him,  that  if  his  neglecl  had  madeine  fick, 
his  kindnefs  would  be  my  cure;  that  it 
had  almoft  made  me  well  already ;  and 
that  the  pleafure  I  now  felt  compenfated 
ail  pall  pains,  which  woxdd  only  ferve 
henceforward  to  heighten  all  my  happi- 
neis  by  comparifon :  but  all  I  could  lay 
feemed  to  heighten  his  grief,  inftead  of 
alleviating  it.  Ke  liegged  I  would  be  lefs 
generous,  and  fsid  my  goodnefs  added 
to  his  mifery,  in  Aieving  him  ftill  more 
criminal  in  wronging,  in  afflicting  an 
angel.    I  found  by  converfing  with  him, 
that  he  had  delired  Lady  Paleftine  to  ob- 
ftrve  my  behaviour,  and   difcover  my 
fentiments;  that  Ihe  had  written  him  word 
of  what  pafied  in  her  vifit  to  me,  which 
affeiled  him  fo  much,  that  he  fet  out 
that  inftant,  and  would   not  fuffer  the 
darkeft,  moft  ftormy  night  in  the  whole 
winter,  to  ftop  him  in  his  journey;  fd  im- 
patient was  he  to  fee  me.    The  momeut 
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he  arrived,  he  went  to  Lady  Paleftine,  to 
learn  every  circumftance,  more  particu- 
larlv  than  he  could  by  her  letter,  which 
both  iktisfied,  and  touched  him  more 
fenfibly. 

He  could  not  venture  to  fee  one  whom 
he  had  fo  much  injured,  as  he  was  pleafed 
to  think  he  had  done  me,  without  firft 
afking  permiflion;  hut  not  having  pa- 
tience to  ftay  for  his  fervynt's  return  with 
my  anfwer,  he  met  him  halfway,  which 
occafioned  his  being  with  me  fa  imme- 
diately. 


CHAP.     XXV . 

I  Now  found  that  nothing  was 
ficial  to  the  conltitution  as  eafe  of 
mind.  A  few  days  parted  in  happinefs 
made  a  greater  progrefs  in  my  recovery 
than  all  the  medicines  which  the  phyfician 
had  yet  prefcribed  me.  As  grief  was  the 
caufe  of  my  ficknefs,  it  was  but  natural 
that  health  fhould  be  the  confequence  of 
my  felicity. 

I  firft  now  learnt  to  play  the  hypocrite. 
My  lord  feemed  fo  tenderly  anxious  for 
rny  health,  and  reproached  himfelf  fo 
much  for  eveiy  pain  I  felt,  that  when  I 
vyas  moft  ill,  I  duvft  not  indulge  myfelf 
in  the  peevifh  fatisfaction  of  complain- 
ing; perceiving  that  he  fuffered  more  by 
my  fjcknefs  than  I  did;  for,  though  I 
inltantly  forgave  him,  he  could  not  for- 
give himfdf.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
confideration,  that  what  has  once  been 
may  be  again,  and  the  fear  of  my  lord's 
relapfmg  at  any  time  into  the  fame  fort 
of  whim,  I  ftiould  have  been  happier  than 
ever;  for  he  was  now  never  an  hour  in 
the  day  abfent.  Even  ficknefs  had  it's 
pleafurej  his  care  and  watchful  attend- 
ance turned  pain  into  delight.  I  took 
advantage  of  my  diforder  to  excufe  my 
keeping  at  home,  that  I  might  not  lole 
my  lord's  company,  for  thole  who  I  be- 
gan to  fee  acled  upon  cuftom,  foliciting 
what  they  did  not  defire,  and  begging  for 
what  they  would  not  chulb  to  have 
granted.  I  had  learnt,  that  to  be  imperti- 
nent was  civil,  and  thoroughly  trouble- 
fpme  was  being  perfectly  well-bred.  I 
found,  that  the  aim  of  the  complaifant 
was  not  fo  much  to  pleafe,  as  to  appear 
plealed,  tnifting  to  vanity  for  rendering 
i.  mutual.  In  confequence  of  thefe  cuf- 
toms,  I  was  too  foon  obliged  to  mortify 
mylelf,  and  plague  others,  to  avoid  af- 
fronting tljem,  though  I  deferred  as  long- 


as  my  health  would  leave  me  the  fha'dow 
of  an  excuie. 

The  firft  day  I  went  to  Lady  Palef- 
tine's,  I  met  Sir  Charles  Liiiiale  there, 
who  feemed  to  have  loft  all  vivacity,  which 
had  rendered  him  fo  agreeable.     He  ap- 
proached me  with  a  very  deiefted  air, 
and  uJcd  all  pofllble  entreaties  to  periiu:  Je 
me  to  admit  a  vifit  from  him.  When  they 
failed,  he  expatiated  on  his  paflion  with 
an  elegance  and  appearance  of  lincerity 
that  affefted  me,  though  not  with  love. 
The   very  thoughts  of  marrying   him 
created  a  kind  of  diflike  in  me,  which  I 
did  not  feel  before;  but  yet  he  feemed  fo 
ferioully  touched  in  all  he  faid,  that  I  was 
forry  to  add  to  his  uneafmeis.     Endea* 
vouring  to  comfort  him,  I  affured  him 
of  my  regard  and  gratitude,  exprefling 
great  pleafure  in  the  expectation  of  fee- 
ing him   often  at  Lady  Paleftine's,  as 
ufual :  but  he  told  me,  that  if  I  was  ab- 
folutein  my  determination,  he  mult  feek 
for  eafe  in  abfence;  for  that  he  mould 
be  wretched  with  fo  poor  a  return,  unlefs 
my  cruelty  could  conquer  his  paffion.    I 
could  not  help  thinking  the  whole  fex 
diftra&ed.    To  forfwear  any  farther  ac- 
quaintance with  me,  if  he  could  not  have 
my  company  at  all  times,  and  fixed  for 
life,  appeared  to  me  as  unvcafonable  as 
if  a  man  was  to  kill  himfelf  became  he 
did  not  poffefs  every  thing  he  wiihed  in 
this  world;  refufing  to  enjoy  the  folid 
comforts  of  life,  if  fome  trifling  benefit 
was  denied  him.   I  was  forry  Sir  Charles 
was  determined  to  avoid  me :  I  thereby 
loft  the  converfation  of  a  man  I  greatly 
liked  and  elteemed ;  and  Lord  Dorchtfter 
now  appeared  fo  eafy  about  him,  that  I 
had  no  realbn  to  fear  any  inconveniences 
mould  arife  from  our  acquaintance.   My 
lord  endeavoured  to  account  for  his  jea- 
loufy  from  the  general  inconftanry  of 
both  fexes;  but  I  could  not  think  this  a 
fufficientreafon  for  it,  as  inconftancy  to- 
wards him  could  not  be  fo  well  juftified. 
as  in  many  cafes;  for,  by  what  I  could 
learn,   the   general   practice   of    deceit 
makes  people  appear  fo  much  better  at 
firft,  than  on  a  long  acquaintance  they 
prove  to  be,  that  to  continue  to  love  them, 
rather   than  ceafe  to   do  fo,  fhould  be 
termed  inconftancy.     When  the  merifc 
difappears,  the  object  of  a  reafouable  af-» 
fecYion  is  no  longer  the  fame;  and  love, 
like  all  other  ftruclures,  mould  fall  when 
the  foundation  finks.  Our  love  (hould  folr 
low  our  efteem ;  and  confequently  no  one 
can  have  a  right  to  die  qne  after  he  has 
forfeited 
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forfeited  his  tifle  to  the  other.  When  the 
deceit  appears,  by  the  maik's  falling  off 
the  mind,  the  man  can  have  no  better 
demand  upon  our  hearts  than  his  pic- 
ture has;  indeed,  fcarcely  fo  much,  as  the 
painted  canvas  is  moft  innocent;  but  the 
daubed  hypocrite  moft  criminal.  Lord 
Dorchdter's  virtues  leemed  to  me  too  real 
and  permanent,  to  reduce  a  woman  to 
change,  and  therefore  I  could  not  aiiow 
he  had  a  good  excufe  for  his  fufpicions ; 
and  I  was  fully  determined  to  avoid  ex- 
citing any  for  the  future,  ;iy  watching  my 
behaviour  more  narrowly,  and  not  leav- 
ing my  vivacity  under  trie  command  of 
my  innocence,  i';nce  that  could  not  defend 
it  from  giving  offence.  Sir  Charles  could 
no  longer  be  an  object  of  nneafmefs;  for 
after  meeting  him  once  more  at  Lady 
Palestine's,  when  he  took  a  moft  affec- 
tionate farewei,  which  I  returned  with  all 
the  fmcerity  of  my  wanned  good  wiihes, 
he  left  London,  giving  out  that  he  was 
going  to  make  the  tour  of  E;,ropc.  He 
politely  laid,  in  hopes,  by  the  variety 
of  objects,  and  diffipation,  to  baniili  me 
from  his  mind.  I  could  not  think  but 
this  arduous  affair  might  have  been  con- 
trived with  lei's  trouble;  and  have  been 
more  convinced  of  it,  iince  experience 
has  fhewn  me,  that  the  memory  is  nor 
one  of  thofe  hard  competitions  out  of 
which  impreffions  are  fo  very  difficult  to 
erafe.  I  have  ieen  a  woman  wafh  her 
lover  from  her  remembrance  in  lei's  time 
than  (he  could  get  a  ipot  of  ink  out  of  her 
ruffle. 

Could  I  have  brought  myfelf  to  follow 
thecuitom  of  being  denied,  I  ihould  have 
been  tempted  to  abate  my  civility  to  my 
acquaintance.  But  the  practice  of  falle- 
hood,  however  trifling  the  circum'ftance, 
appeared  to  me  a  thing  ot  coni'equence. 
It  teaches  people  to  difregard  truth ;  and 
we  cannot  expecl  thofe  whom  we  inftruft 
to  lye  for  our  convenience  ihould  forbear 
it  when  it  may  turn  to  their  own  advan- 
tage: it  is  corrupting  the  minds  of  per- 
fons  who,  being  in  our  power,  ought  to 
be  the  objects  of  our  care,  whole  princi- 
ples we  Ihould  watch  over,  and  improve 
by  precept  and  example.  Your  ladyfhip 
has  obferved,  that  my  opinion  and  prac- 
tice are  ftill  the  fame  in  this  particular, 
though  acknowledging  the  inconveni- 
ences arifing  from  it :  but  greater  evils 
cannot  difpenfe  with  our  adherence  to 
froth.  The  temptation  was  certainly 
never  ftronger  than  at  the  time  of  which 
J  am  fpeaking:  when  Lord  Dorc  heller's 


conftant  converfation  was  anccefiary  re- 
ward for  what  I  had  lately  luifered;  and 
yet  I  had  lels  liberty  of  enjoying  it  at 
home  than  abroad,  as  I  was  obliged  to 
direct  all  my  converfation  to  my  vuiuttti. 


CHAP.     XXVI. 

AMONG  other  places  where  I  went 
after  the  recovery  of  my  happi- 
nefs  and  my  health,  was  the  mafquerad:. 
The  company,  befide  Lady  Paleftint?, 
Lord  Dorchelter,  and  Lord  Larborough, 
who  was  become  very  intimate  « ith  my 
lord,  were,  Lady  Cambridge,  Lady  Ro- 
chelter,  and  Mifs  Baden,  of  whom  I  fliall 
give  your  ladyfliip  fome  little  account  be- 
fore I  proceed  with  them  to  the  Hay- 
market.  Lady  Cambridge  claims  the  firft 
place;  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  rob  her 
of  a  precedency  flic  would  not  have  re- 
linquhhccl,  no  not  in  paffing  overa  dung- 
hill, for  her  whole  eltate.  For  the  ho- 
nour of  having  been  the  fidt  woman,  I 
believe  me  would  fcon  have  been  con- 
tented to  have  reiigned  her  exiftertce,  and 
to  have  lain  as  long  in  the  grave  as  our 
mother  Eve  has.  With  all  this,  fhe  was 
courteous  to  excefs;  for,  being  perfuaded 
that  a  word  from  her  was  a  great  honour 
to  thofe  who  received  it,  and  being  of  a 
benevolent  difpofition,  megcnerou.'ly  be- 
ftowed  that  ineftimable  favour  on  nli  flic 
met.  Humility  was  the  virtue  on  which 
fhe  particularly  piqued  herfelf ;  and,  to 
make  it  known  to  others,  me  lived  in  a 
perfect:  convullion  of  civility,  and  had 
not  a  limb  or  feature  that  was  not  as  much 
overstrained  by  the  violence  of  her  en- 
deavours as  her  cornplailknce.  In  the 
height  of  thefe  agitations,  one  could  as 
little  know  her  perfon  as  her  mind,  by 
the  courtefy  flie  profeffed.  No  one  fo  bit- 
terly inveighed  againft  proud  perfons, 
telling  you  that  pride  was  her  detefta- 
tion.  Convinced  her  approbation  ftamp- 
ed  a  value  on  every  thing*  fhe  wo'ild 
praife  every  part  of  your  drefs,  in  order 
to  give  a  dignity  to  trifles.  I  never  law 
a  woman  who  fo  truly  laboured  in  her 
calling;  for  affability  was  her  profertjon^ 
If  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  perfon  one  dia 
not  efteem  to  humble  one,  the  impetuofity 
of  her  civility  would  have  done  it;  for 
her  complailance  was  an  infult,  and  her 
fawning  infolence.  They  appeared  only 
to  her  inferiors;  to  her  equals  in  birth, 
fhe  was  ftately  and  imperious.  Like  the 
generous  lion,  flie  would  condefcend  t6 
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engage  with  an  infignificant  plebeian, 
but  would  enter  the  combat  with  :i  (rue 
heroick  fpirit  it"  her  antagoni;!  was  of 
fcich  noble  blood  as  dcferved  her  notice, 
and  defend  htr  glorious  prerogative  oi" 
precedency  at  the  cxpence  of"  every  rule 
of  good- breeding.  Lady  Rochefter  was 
a  perfon  of  fubiimer  notions,  than  to  dif- 
pute  the  precedency  I  have  given  to  Lady 
Cambridge.  She  was  in  perfon  tail  and 
thin,  formal  in  her  manner,  and  folemn. 
in  her  countenance.  Her  chief  employ 
was  reading,  and  the  great  purpoie  of  it 
to  appear  wile,  not  to  be  fo.  She  acquired 
&  (mattering  in  many  frudies;  and,  hav- 
ing amafied  a  great  number  of  technical 
terms,  (he  applied  them  to  all  lYibieds, 
whether  proper  or  improper ;  and,  by 
happy  chance,  they  were  generally  mil- 
placed.  If  a  ribband  was  the  topick  of 
difcourfe,  fhe  delivered  her  fentimcnts  in 
mathematical  phrafes;  if  (he  ordered  any 
of  her  family  affairs,  which  indeed  was 
but  kldom  (for  her  genius  foared  above 
fuch  vulgar  things)  (lie  would  bo;rjw 
her  expreffions  from  metaphyiicks,  and 
talk  of  the  entity  of  a  piece  of  beef,  the 
no/i-exiJJeicfo'i-n  pigeon-pye,  and  the  he- 
terogeneous particles  in  Salmigondi;  or, 
changing  fcience,  but  iliil  remaining  fci- 
entifick,  would  expatiate  on  the  inf.niiif- 
jimals  in  minced  meat.  To  defcribe  an 
affembly.  (he  would  call  aftronomy  to  her 
afliltance,  and  algebra  muft  furnifh  it's 
quota  of  words  to  enable  her  to  inform 
you  of  the  numbers  that  were  at  it.  No 
perfon  could  be  mentioned  without  re- 
minding her  of  fome  one  in  antiquity.  If 
a  gentleman  appeared  inattentive,  he  was 
as  abfent  as  arcb'tmedti  when  Syraatfe 
was  taken:  if  a  perfcu  exprclied  conceni 
at  the  great  prevalence  of  vice,  he  was 
like  Heraclitut,  weeping  for  follies  he 
could  not  cure ;  and  therefore  (he  adviftd 
him  to  inhabit  a  tub,  like  Diogenes, 
unlel's  he  would  ceafc  to  expect  perfection 
in  finite  beings,  endowed  with  free-will, 
and  void  of  all  prefcien:e;  for  that  all 
ages  had  been  corr.ipt,  and  every  nation 
vicious,  except  fome  few;  which  (he 
would  not  omit  to  mention,  anymore  than 
to  en-imsrate  the  different  vices  of  all 
kingdoms,  beginning  with  Cain's  envy 
and  cruelty;  and  fometimes,  f.arcely 
fpaiing  the  fiailty  of  om  fint  parents.  If 
the  perfon  whom  (lie  addreffed,  as  would 
often  be  the  cafe,  happened  to  lau:>;h  at 
the  inundation  of  wifdom  (he  bellowed 
upon  him,  (he  would  obferve,  that  though 
was  one  of  the  moil  diftinguLfu* 


ing  c ka  rafterifiich  cf  the  human  A;er  if  s ; 
yet,  as  laughter  arcfc  from  pride,  it 
to  be  fupprefifed:  Init  if  he  did  not  ccn;- 
poie  his  countenance  into  proper  gravity 
on  this  rebuke,  ihe  would  declare  hi 
indocile  as  Nero  to  Seneca's  inltruftions, 
and  therefore  leave  him.  If  a  man  had 
an  impediment  in  his  fpeech,  he  Ham- 
mered like  Alcibiades .  A  narrow  pal- 
iar,'-  was  the  Streights  of  TherKopyla-^ 
aiiii  if  any  people  Itood  at  cic  end  of  it, 
(he  never  failed  difcoVtring  a  Lecnidas- 
amongft  diem.  If  a  lady  v.iiifpcred  a 
piece  of  fcandal,  (l)e  was  more  fevere  than 
the  Athenian  oiiracifm,  from  which  the 
j^ift  AriJiiJes  could  not  efcape  unctniured. 
If  (he  was  offended  with  a  fop,  fhe  de- 
cl.ued  him  more  effeminate  than  Sarda- 
napalus,  and  more  indolent  than  the  mall 
inactive  of  the  fdfrtvfgitmtf  race.  A 
country  fquire  came  by  chance  into  her 
company,  once  when  I  was  prefent, 
and  ilie  cried  out,  he  was  more  favage 
than  the  Huns,  Goths,  or  Pandals ;  and 
Atiila  or  Gfiiferick  were  polite  in  compa- 
nion of  that  barbarian.  If  a  ball  was 
mentioned,  (lie  would  declare  her  long 
dellre  to  lee  the  Sultan  dance,  and  grieve 
for  the  degeneracy  of  mankind  in  not 
reviving  the  Oijmpick  games.  A  war  was 
particularly  fortunate  for  her,  as  fne 
would,  from  the  fmalleit  (kiimift),  find 
an  opportunity  of  talking  of  the  battle  of 
Marathon,  of  Lanna,  or  fome  other 
equally  remote  from  the  prefent  age;  and 
of  adviiing  every  gencial  (lie  law,  to  a 
new  way  of  martialing  his  army;  par- 
ticularly recommending  to  him  the  imi- 
tation of  the  Macedonian  phalanx.  She 
affronted  feven  young  ladies  refplendently 
drcfled,  who  were  ftanding  together,  tel- 
ling them,  they  reminded  her  of  Urj'a 
Majos:  the  fimile  did  not  found  well; 
and  they  all  frowned  mottuncourteotifly; 
but  could  not  diicourage  her  from  ad- 
drefiing  a  lady  cloathed  in  filvcr  tilftie,  on 
lur  (hilling  like  the  Galn.ry.  Folly,  as 
well  as  vice,  fometimes  is  productive  of 
good  to  part  of  the  fociety.  Thus  h.r 
ladylhip's  {»edantick  vanity  gave  her  a 
right  to  the  praile  given  to  Lewis;  lines 
it  mult  be  laid— 

'  That  (he  tht  living  gp-ins  fed, 
'  And  rais'd  the  fcieiHitkk.  head.1 

For  flattering  herfelf  with  a  notion  of 

being  a  female  Mecanai,  as  (he  wmild 

often  indirectly  call  herfelf,  fhe  imitated 

his  bounty,  if  (lie  could  not  rival  his 

judgment  j 
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judgment;  ami  reconciled  thofe  two  parts 
«f  man,  the  mind  and  body,  which  are 
apt  to  be  Ib  much  at  variance,  that 
where  one  is  greatly  attended  to,  the  other- 
generally  1  lifters  feverely  by  neglect. 

WiKther  there  is  lei's  variety  in  good 
than  inevil,  or  that  we  are  apt  to  be  more 
conciie  in  our  panegyricks  than  our  fa- 
tires,  I  know  not ;  but  few  words, 
though  much  affection,  will  fall  to  Mifs 
Baden's  (hare.  Folly  is  extremely  va- 
rious ;  but  good  fenfe  is  uniform,  and, 
ftom  it's  perfect  confifrency,  is  foon  de- 
icribed.  I  had  not  then  met  with  a 
v/oman  whom  I  thought  fo  agreeable  as 
Mil's  Baden.  She  was  feveral  years 
elder  than  myfelf,  .and  feemed  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  world;  was  ienfible, 
polite,  modeit,  and  gentle;  her  voice  re- 
ivurkably  pkafmg;  and,  though  not 
handfome,  had  a  great  deal  of  fweetnefs 
in  her  countenance.  ,. 

Mifs  Baden  was  a  good  deal  difpofed 
in  my  favour.  So  well  inclined  to  each 
other,  I  believe  we  fliould  then  have  be- 
come intimate,  had  not  Lord  Dorchefter 
diilouraged  it,  and  as  much  as  poffible 
interrupted  our  acquaintance.  As  he 
had  known  her  longer,  I  could  not  doubt 
but  fhe  had  faults  which  had  difgufted 
him,  though  I  had  not  perceived  them, 
and  therefore  avoided  her  to  the  utmolt 
of  rnv  power.  'The  real'on  of  my  lord's 
objecting  to  her  will  be  obvior.s  to  your 
ladyfhip ;  to  whom  I  need  not  fay  that 
he  feared  her  difcernment,  and  the  frank  - 
nefs  of  her  nature,  which  mint  together 
enable  her  to  fee  the  ai  ts  uied  to  impofe 
upon  me,  as  well  us  the  end  deiigned  by 
them,  and  induce  her  to  difcover  the 
whole  to  one  whom  a  woman  of  her  fenfe 
and  virtue  inure  pity,  for  being  too  like- 
ly to  become  the  prey  of  arts  and  vices 
fhe  could  not  fafpeft,  and  therefore  was 
the  lefs  qualified  to  baffle. 

In  this  company  I  went  to  the  mafque- 
raxle,  which  had  been  fa  dcfcribed  to  me, 
us  to  raiie  my  curiofity  very  much ;  but 
in  abfurdity  it  exceeded  what  my  ex- 
pectation had  formed  of  it.  The  mot- 
ley fantathck  crew  feemed  to  me  more 
like  what  the  imagination  reprelents  to 
us  in  fleep,  when, the  body  is  difordered, 
than  any  real  objecls  that  ever  appeal- 
before  our  eyes  ;  and  I  have  often  thought 
their  caufes  bore  fonie  refemblance  to 
each  other.  Dreams  are  generally  the 
effects  of  exceffes,  or  of  feverTfli  heats ; 
maf.iueradc-  are  the  produce  of  :i  ftvange 
excels  of  fancy  and .overheated  imi.gina- 


tion,  fet  to  work,  by  a  -wijd  defire  of 

amufement. 

The  variety  of  (hocking  forms  terri- 
fied me,  till  uie  had  a  little  familiarized 
tiu.iii;  and  I  found  that  this  aflembly, 
in  the  opinion  ot  moft  people,  received 
it's  terrors,  not  from  malking  the  faces,, 
but  unmaikingthe  mind.  When  I  learn- 
ed that  the  English  .were  fuch  great  ene- 
mies to  fmcerity  that  none  dared  praftiiis 
it  barefaced,  I  allow  there  was  fome  ex- 
cufefor  thus  defending  themf elves  from 
the  ill  effects  of  fo  uncommon  an  indulg- 
ence of  that  virtue.  I  fliould  imagine 
fome  relaxation  from  the  painful  exer- 
cifes  ot  diffimulation  and  flattery  necef- 
faiy,  and  might  be  productive  of  general 
good.  But  the  divine  countenance  of 
Truth  is  fo  feldom  feen  here,  that  if  by 
chance  me  does  appear,  fhe  is  often  mif- 
taken  for  Ill-nature.  Nor  can  one  won- 
der at  the  error;  for  fhe  is,  according  to 
the  fashionable  phrafes,  '  One  that  nobo- 
'  body  knows  —  One  that  one  never 
'  meets  any  where :'  and  therefore,  if  flic 
will  intrude,  it  is  not  wonderful  if  fhe  is 
fo  ill  treated  as  to  be  forced  immediately 
to  withdraw.  The  impreflion  me  leaves 
behind  only  ferves  to  make  her  avoided 
like  a  bugbear,  and  ridiculed  without 
mercy;  fo.  generally  rebuffed,  that  fhs 
can  fcarcely  find  flicker  in  a  cottage;  for 
fhe  fcldom  meets  with  a  very  different 
reception,  from  the  moll  fumptuous  pa- 
laces down  to  the  pooreft  hut:  fhe  may, 
indeed,  perceive  tliat  the  force  of  her 
charms  can  be  properly  known  only 
on  long  acquaintance.  There  is  a  fe- 
verity  in  her  countenance  which  may 
pleaie  lei's,  at  firft,  than  the  alluring 
fweetnefs  of  falfhood ;  but,  in  time,  her's 
is  feen  to  be  an  unfading  beauty;  and 
though  fhe  may  foraetimes  appear  le- 
vere,  is  never  morale.  The  whole  ma- 
jefty  in  her  mien  ph-alcs,  while  it  awes 
beholders  who  have  any  tafte  for  true 
loveiinefs ;  and  the  longer  her  vota- 
ries i'erve  her,  the  more  they  are  capti- 
vated with  her  charms  :  time  increafes 
their  love,  and  familiarity  raifes  their 
udon-uicn ;  an  eft  eft  not  to  be  paralleled 
in  a>;y  other  cafe.  From  the  little  ac- 
quaintance people  have  with  this  divine 
goddefs,  they  fometimes  millake  one  for 
her  who  bears  a  fmall  refemblance  to 
fome  of  her  features  ;  but  fo  greatly 
heightened  and  bloated,  that,  toadiftin- 
guilhing  eye,  iheis  no  more  like  her  than 
a  Saracen's  head  is  like  the  Venus  of  Me- 
dicis,  and  her  true  names  are  Brutality 
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ar.d  Cenforioufnefs.  This  ape  cf  her  di- 
vinity, I  believe,  frequents  mafquerades 
as  much  or  more  than  (he  does.  Ac- 
cuftomed  toexcefies,  people  lofe  the  relifh 
for  the  true  medium,  and  make  but  one 
Itep  from  flattery  to  abufe. 

Thofe  who  have  fawned  and  cringed 
in  a  drawing-room  till  after  ten  o'clock, 
will,  before  eleven,  under  the  flicker  of 
an  antick  drefs  a.nd  malk,  be  lavifhly 
dealing  out  their  impertinence  and  inci- 
vility "in  the  Haymarket.  Obferving 
this  to  Lady-Rochefter,  (he  replied,  that 
(he  looked  on  a  mafquerade  as  the  Eng- 
lijh  Saturnalia;  and  as  people  of  falhion 
here  were  more  abject  fiaves  to  ceremoni- 
ous forms  than  the  Raman  domefticks 
were  to  their  matters,  it  was  butreafon- 
able  that  they  mould  have  their  days  of 
liberty  to  declare  their  difguft  with  impu- 
nity, and  revile  thofe  they  difapprove.  I 
found  her  ladyfhip  Ib  prejudiced  in  fa- 
vour of  the  SaturnrnKafavcastfe  of  it's  an- 
tiquity, that  (lie  made  no  diftinclion  be. 
tween  freedom  and  licentioufnefs. 

I  foon  perceived  that  I  (hould  acquire 
more  knowledge  of  the  true  difpofitions 
of  mankind  at  three  of  thefe  afTemblies 
than  by  living  three  months  in  the  polite 
world  5  for  it  was  the  firft  time  I  faw 
people  in  their  natural  chara6ters;  the 
blind  was  now  apparent,  the  face  only 
hid:  and  as  the  company  I  was  with 
were  nfuch  ufed  to  thefe  entertainments, 
they  could  fee  through  the  mafks,  which 
would  have  concealed  many  of  my  ac- 
quaintance from  my  lei's  difccrning  eyes  ; 
and  by  their  affiftance  I  perceived  the 
forced  prude  indulging  in  coquetry  ;  the 
affe6^edly  grave  giving  a  loo(e  to  mirth 
and  pleaiVre ;  the  fawning,  pert,  and  im- 
pertinent 5  great  ftatefmen  condefcend- 
ing  to  be  trifling,  and  philofophers  to 
be  foolifh ;  all  laying  afide  thofe  parts 
which  intereft,  the  love  of  power,  or  of 
fame,  induced  them  to  act  in  ptiblick. 

Lady  Cambridge  was  as  new  to  this 
entertainment  as  myfelf,  never  having 
been  at  a  mafquerade  before ;  and  I  could 
fee  the  great  familiarity  with  which  every 
one  nccoited  her,  with  as  little  diftinclion 
as  they  could  theloweft  plebeian,  greatly 
offended  her  pride,  and  (lie  could  fcarcely 
prevail  on  hcril-lf  to  con  eal  fo  much  no- 
bility under  a  tnafk.  That  I  might  be 
fure  of  the  cr.ufe  of  the  diliurhance  I 
perceived  in  her,  I  oblerved,  that  this  di- 
verfion  (i  :me<!  nn  emblem  of  death  :  it 
laid  all  hearts  open,  and  put  an  cud  to 


all  diflimulation  and  pretence ;  nnd  if  the 
refurrection  was  not  fo  quick,  I  fliould  be 
more  on  a  par  with  the  relt  of  the  world, 
fince  I  was  not  one  of  the  number  who 
durft  not  appear  without  an  i'.iternal  mafic, 
unltls  I  had  an  external  one  to  conceal 
me:  that,  like  the  grave  too,  it  levelled  all 
diminutions,  and  brbugbt  high  and  low 
on  an  equality.  Upon  thus  touching 
the  tender  point,  her  ladyfhip  aniwered, 
that  indeed  (lie  thought  mafqucrades 
could  never  long  meet  with  encourage- 
ment from  perfons  of  rank,  unlefs  they 
co\i]d  find  out  a  method  of  dillinguifhing 
their  conditions.  I  propofed  a  coronet 
on  the  mafk,  as  the  ealieft  method  of 
fixing  the  ftamp  of  rank  and  fafhion  on 
thole  who  could  claim  it.  She  was 
charmed  with  the  thought,  and  declared 
fhe  would  endeavour  to  bring  her  fiiends 
into  it;  and,  if  it  once  became  general, 
fhe  mould  be  a  conftant  perfon  at  thofe 
diverfions,  fince,  in  every  refpect  but 
that  levelling  quality,  fhe  liked  them  ex- 
tremely. 

A  mafquerade  by  no  means  anfwered 
my  expectations :  the  variety  of  charac- 
ters which  I  was  told  were  there  perfon- 
ated,  feemed  to  promife  much  entertain- 
ment; but,  before  half  the  evening  was 
fpent,  I  found  that  wit,  the  great  requi- 
fite  to  make  them  fo,  was  a  fcarce  com- 
modity ;  and  that  after  the  wearer  was 
once  drefled,  he  thought  as  little,  of  the 
character  he  had  affumcd,  as  he  did  of 
the  propriety  of  it  when  he  chofe  the  ha- 
bit. Thus  one  fees  a  Harlequin  limping" 
with  difficulty  acrofs  the  room ;  an  old 
woman  (kipping  and  dancing  more  nim- 
bly than  any  of  the  company  ;  a  French 
petit-maitre  penfive  or  fleepy ;  a  fortune- 
teller dancing  a  minuet;  a  bear  exercif- 
ing  the  height  of  folemn  politenefs ;  a 
fhepherdefs  bold  and  impudent ;  a  nun 
coquetifhly  frifky;  a  Turk  drinking  wine ; 
and  a  Spaniard  eafy,  gay,  and  familiar. 

Though  novelty  has  great  charms, 
yet  I  grew  weary  before  the  greatcft  pnrt 
of  the  company ;  the  latenefs  of  the  hour 
contributed  more  than  any  thing  to  tire 
me.  I  could  not  reconcile  myfelf  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  civilized  part  of  the  world 
of  reverfmg  the  order  of  nature ;  of  deep- 
ing the  bell  part  of  the  day,  r.erltcHng 
the  fun  in  his  brightnefs,  and  inventing 
artificial  lights  to  illumine  the  night. 
It  was  Itrange  to  me  to  find  that  people 
were  never  lively  but  when  they  (hould 
beat  reft. 
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I  vvas  inclined  to  fivfpeft  them  of  a  fu- 
fcerftitious  regard  to  ffiiidnight ;  efpecially 
when  I  refle&ed  that  the  only  mufick 
which  was  on  any  fettled  eftabliftiment, 
and  the  only  lay-monitor,  performed  at 
that  time,  and  in  the  darkeft  feafon  of 
the  year;  a  time,  to  perfor.is  who  keep  re^ 
gular  hours,  the  moft  until  for  mufick; 
fines  there  willfeldom  be  irtuch  harmony 
in  the  rainds  of  people  waked  out  of  a 
fleep  which  was  beginning  torefrefh  them 
after  the  labours  of  the  d?iy,  even  though 
Cecilia  hedelf  was  to  be  the  mufician. 

The  Chriftmas  monitor  is  better  ima- 

fined,  as  he  firft  roufes  them  with  his 
ell ;  and  thus  prepares  them,  with  no 
fmall  folemnity,  to  liften  to  the  moral 
fentences  which  he  has  moft  ingenioufly 
put  into  verfe.  Not  fuch,  indeed,  as  the 
Mufes  infpire,  and  entitle  the  author  to 
the  pure  ftreams  of  Helicon,  ale  being 
both  his  mipirer  and  his  reward ;  and, 
inftead  of  flying  on  the  back  of  Pegafus, 
he  creeps  with  a  crutch.  This  inftitu- 
tion,  I  have  often  thought,  might  be  of 
great  uie  in  a  religion  whofe  doftrine  was 
defigned  to  fright  from  fin  by  well- 
wrought  terrors,  rather  than  to  encourage 
virtue  by  hopes.  The  awful  found  of 
his  bell,  at  an  hour  to  which  darknefs 
and  the  ftillnefs  of  night  gives  a  folemni- 
ty, would  greatly  heighten  the  figures, 
and  ftrengthen  the  metaphors,  in  a  dif- 
courfe  formed  to  work  on  the  fears  of 
our  timorous  imaginations.  Religious 
hobgoblins,  as  well  as  childifli  bugbears, 
are  but  little  believed  in  funfhine.  That 
great  luminary  difpels  fuperftition  as  well 
as  all  other  clouds  and  vapours ;  it  clears 
the  underftanding  as  well  as  the  Iky ;  it 
nourifhes  only  what  is  natural,  banifhing 
all  fantaftick  forms,  which  are  forced 
to  fly  before  it,  and  take  fhelter  under  the 
fnade  of  night,  when  the  mind  is  more 
gloomy  and  lei's  rational.  Notwithftand- 
ing  my  objections  of  turning  the  night 
into  day,  I  was  obliged,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  to  conform  to  the  general  cuftorn; 
though  never  fo  far  as  to  fuffer  it  to  de- 
prive me  of  the  enjoyment  of  the  blefled 
fun,  whofe  prefence  had  more  charms 
for  me  than  the  company  of  thofe  who 
defpifed  it :  fo  that  my  nights,  not  my 
days,  were  abridged  by  thefe  late  enter- 
tainments 5  and  the  next  was  obliged  to 
make  up  to  me  for  the  encroachments  on 
the  night  before,  if  requifite,  which  it 
feldom  was,  as  I  had  been  accuftomed  to 
take  little  deep. 


CHAP,  xxvtr. 

IT  was  ufual  with  Lord  Dorchefter  and 
myfelf  to  take  a  morning  walk,  when* 
ever  the  weather  would  permit  it,  in  the 
fields  leading  t6  Chelfea;  which  gave 
rife  to  an  adventure  fo  intereftirig,  that  I 
cannot  forbear  communicating  it  to  your 
ladyfhip,thoughit  is  foreign  to  the  hiftory 
I  have  engaged  to  give  you  of  myfelf. 

For  feveral  days  together  we  obferved 
a  man  who  with  care  avoided  the  pub- 
lick  path,  though  he  walked  in  the  fame 
fields.  Curiofity  at  laft  tempted  us  to 
go  up  to  him.  His  fickly  and  deiecled 
afpecl:  excited  our  companion.  Lord 
Dorchefter,  whofe  humanity  made  him 
feel  for  the  diftrefles  of  others,  though  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  he  Could  never  have  ex- 
perienced,, was  greatly  touched  with  tha 
appearance  of  wretchednefs  fo  vifible  in 
this  man.  He  was  fitting  down  on  the 
trunk  of  a  tree.  We  feated  ourfelves  by 
him.  He  attempted  to  rife ;  more  from 
a  defire  of  flying  fociety,  than  from  an 
humble  intention  of  giving  place  to  per- 
fons  who  feemed  more  in  Fortune's  fa* 
vour- than  himfelf;  but  my  lord  would 
not  permit  him  to  leave  us.  After  afk- 
ing  feveral  queftions  about  indifferent 
things,  and  with  great  difficulty  leading 
him  into  difcourie,  my  lord  told  him, 
that  he  might  appear  impertinent  in  thus 
forcing  himfelf  into  his  acquaintance, 
but  that  compaflion,  and  a  defire  to  aflift 
him,  was  his  motive :  that  he  appeared 
unhappy;  and,  if  it  was  not  improper, 
we  fhould  be  infinitely  obliged  to  him 
if  he  would  inform  us  what  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  it. 

The  poor  man  mook  his  head,  and  de- 
clined complying  with  his  requeft,  fay- 
ing, nothing  was  lefs  agreeable  to  hear» 
nor  to  relate,  than  a  feries  of  diftrefles. 
That  he  made  it  a  rule  never  to  talk  of 
his  misfortunes ;  for  if  he  met  with  bad, 
ill-natured  people,  they  would  diilike 
him  for  being  wretched,  and  avoid  him 
as  if  mifery  was  infectious.  On  thccon* 
trary,  to  perfons  of  humanity  he  would 
not  chufe  to  give  even  the  pain  of  com- 
paflion. And,  indeed,  fo  much  did  hat 
aft  up  to  this  declaration,  that  he  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  any  ac- 
count of  himfelf.  My  lord,  finding  he 
was  not  likely  to  fucceed  by  entreaties, 
endeavoured  to  draw  him  into  the  fub- 
ject;  and,  taking  the  hint  from  his 
I  deaths, 
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deaths,  which  were  s  tattered  fuit  of 
regimentals;  began  to  expatiate  on  all 
the  hard  (hips  to  which  military  men  are 
liable.  Among  the  reft,  he  took  notice 
of"  the  unhappy  llate  of  a  dilbanded  regi- 
ment. My  lord  no  fooner  fell  on  this 
topick,  than  it  was  very  vifible  in  the 
poor  man's  countenance  that  he  had  hit 
upon  the  caufe  of  his  diftrel's.  My  lord 
perceiving  this,  dwelt  on  thefubjeft,  and 
imagined  all  the  cafes  in  which  it  could 
be  moil  cruel;  fuppofed  many  pf  thefe 
men  to  have  wives  and  children  to  main- 
tain outof  a  half- pay  which  could  fcarcc- 
ly  afford  lupport  totliemfelves ;  defcribed 
the  continual  felicitation  to  men  in  pow- 
er;  and  the  negle£t  and  indignities  which 
he  laid  poverty  was  apt  to  receive.  He 
then  talked  of  the  anxious  ftate  of  a. 
fuitor  s  mind,  elevated  with  hopes  only 
to  be  funk  the  next  moment  in  defpair. 
The  poor  man  could  hold  out  no  longer; 
tears  ran  down  his  face,  and  he  begged 
of  my  lord  to  fay  no  more,  for  he  had 
touched  the  firing  of  his  misfortunes ; 
crying  out,  with  a  kind  of  agony—'  I 
*  have  too  long,  fuffered  all,  and  more 
'  than  you  have  defcribed,  and  gone 
through  the  fcenes  your  imagination 
has  only  drawn.  Be  grateful,  Sir,  to 
Providence,  for  never  having  afflicted 
you  with  fuch  misfortunes ;  for  I  per- 
ceive it  has  not,  or  you  could  not  have 
dwelt  on  circumftances,  of  which  the 
bare  recollection,  though  the  time  of 
fuffering  was  paft,  mult  cut  yon  to  the 
foul.'  "  Wourid  up  to  this  pitch,  it 
was  eafy  to  draw  him  into  a  relation 
of  misfortunes  which  had  too  entire  a 
poifclTion  of  his  thoughts  to  be  any 
longer  concealed;  but  it  was  fome  time 
before  we  could  get  him  into  a  regular 
narration.  Thedifturbance  of  his  mind 
made  him  repeat  a  confufed  fet  of  facls, 
mixed  w.ith  fuch  pathetick  exclamations, 
as  drew  tears  from  my  eyes^.  However, 
at  laft,  my  lord  compofed  his  fpirits  fo 
far,  that  lie  began  thus. 

'  My  name,  Sir,  is  Traverfe.  I  was 
'  put  into  the  army  as  foon  as  I  was  able 
'  to  cany  a  pair  of.  colours,  which  my 
'•  father,  who  was  a  colonel,  gave  me;  hut 
dying  foon  after,  and  leaving  me  with 
nothing  for  my  fupport  but  the  profits 
of  my  poll,  and  the  gratitude  of  his 
friends,  among  whom  he  had  fpenthis 
fortune,  it  vras  not  long  before  I  expe- 
rienced the  difagreeable  parts  of  my 
profeffion.  My  father's  friends  cureffcd 
;n«  iivJuwJ,  and  courted  me  into  thsif 


*  company,  which  was  attended  wither- 
'  pences  very  inconvenient  to  me.  I  durft 

*  not  however  wholly  neglect  them,  as  I 
'  hoped  ;\  return  from  their  friendship,  the 
'  fraiHeptnder.ee  of  peopleof  myprofef- 

*  lion,  where  intereft  is  the  fovereign  dif- 

*  poier  of  every  thing.     But  the  firftop- 

*  portunity  I  had  of  frying  thefe  friends 
'  mewed  me,  that  if  hope  was  a  pleafure, 

*  it  was  one  I  was  likely  long  to  enjoy. 
'  Every  vacancy  in  our  regiment  railed 
'  it,  and  I  got  EO preferment  to  gratify  it. 

*  Somebody  or  other  was  conftantly  put 
'  over  my  head,  though  they  fometimes 

*  could  fcarcelyperform the  eafy  exercifes 
'  practifed  among   us.      My   patrons 

*  allured  me  they  did  all  they  could ; 

*  but  fome  great  power  fruftrated  their 

*  endeavours.     However,  they  fed  me 
'  with  promifes  of  procuring  me  the  next 

*  lieutenancy.  For  feme  years,  I  believe 

*  their  intentions  correfponded  with  their 

*  words ;  but  at  laft,  I  found  the  higheft 
'  favours  I  mould  ever  receive  from  them 

*  was  being  drawn  into  their  follies  and 

*  expences,  little  fuitable  to  my  inclina- 

*  tions  or  income;  being  treated  with  the 

*  little  ceremony  of  a  dependent,   and 
'  obliged  to  pleafe  their  convenience  and 

*  pride,whichled  them  to  like  having gen- 

*  tlemen  in  their  train  of  followers.  Many 

*  would  fhew  me  as  a  young  man  whom 

*  they  had  taken  under  their  protection, 

*  and   whole  fortune  they  intended  to 

*  pufli,  having  a  great  regard  for  my  fa- 

*  ther;  and  never  failed  infmuating  that 

*  they  conferred  continual  obligations 
'  upon  me.     This  greatly  mortified  my 

*  pride ;  as  I  was  confcious  of  receiving 
'  none  from  them,  xinlefs  they  efteemed 

*  difagreeable  conversion  as  fuch.Find- 

*  ing  I  was  not  likely  to  be  railed  by  their 
'  intereft,  and   that,  notwithftanding  I 

*  had  been  in  feveral  engagements,  and 

*  received  particular  encomiums  -from 

*  my  officers,  yet  ftill  I  was  pafied  by 

*  in  every  preferment,  as  much  as  if  it 
'  had  been  impofilble  for  me  to  change 

*  my   poft;   I  at  laft  began  to  neglect 
'  them ;  and,  in  defpair,  reiblved  to  think 

*  no  more  of  it,  but  to  try  whether  time 
'  would  be  a  better  friend.    Fortunately 
'  for  me,  we  had  a  new  colonel  foon  after 
'  this  ;  who,  underftanding  how  long  I 

*  had  been  in  the  regiment,  and  having 
'  enquired  into  my  characler,  and  the 
'  reafon  of  my  remaining  fo  long  an 
1  enlign,  told  me  I  mould  fee  that  merit 
'  had  greater  intereft  witli  him  than  the 
'  recommendations  of  people  in  .power; 
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*  -anal  accordingly  gaveme  the  firft  vacant 
lieutenancy.  But  he  dying  in  a  fliort 
time,  I  had  no  opportunity  of  experi- 
encing his  farther  goodnefs,  which,  I 
am  perfuaded,  would  have  led  him  to 
promote  me  in  due  order.  However, 
I  was  to  owe  the  obligation  to  a  fairer 
hand.  Some  time  after  my  colonel's 
death,  I  renewed  my  acquaintance  with 
a  young  lady,  which  had  been  for  ma- 
ny years  interrupted.  During  our 
childhood  we  had  been  almoft  conti- 
nually together;  but  were feparated by 
an  employment  which  called  her  fa- 
ther into  a  foreign  country,  from 
whence  he  was  but  juft  returned.  I 
had  not  long  vifited  at  his  houfe,  be- 
fore I  found  a  new  kind  of  unealinefs 
which  made  me  infenfible  to  every 
thing  that  did  not  concern  my  great 
wifh,  the  longing  I  had  to  make  my 
former  play-fellow  the  companion  of 
my  foul.  The  recollections  of  our 
child!  fh  fports,  and  all  the  paffages  of 
our  infant  years,  created  an  intimacy 
between  us  almoft  as  icon  ,as  we  met. 
Though  me  was  handfome,  beauty  was 
her  leail  charm.  Her  understanding 
was  excellent ;  though  years  and  ex- 
perience could  not  be  faid  to  have  im- 
proved it.  Her  heart  was  as  free  from 
blemim,  as  it  was  filled  with  virtues. 
Then  the  numberlefs  attractions  in  eve- 
ry look  and  motion  were  fo  far  beyond 
defcription,  that  I  will  be  filent,  though 
I  could  dwell  on  them  for  ever,  I 
flattered  myfelf  with  a  belief  of  a 
friendly  return  of  affection  from  this 
angel:  but  this  was  not  fufficient;  I 
ardently  longed  that  me  mould  con- 
ceive more  tender  fentiments,  though 
the  low  Hate  of  my  fortune  would  not 
permit  me  to  endeavour  to  infpire 
them  ;  as  I  conndered  it  was  the  means 
of  making  her  the  companion  of  my 
defpair,  of  which  alone  I  wifhed  to  aft 
the  mifer,  and  to  communicate  no  part 
to  her.  Accident,  however,  betrayed 
the  love  I  feared  to  reveal,  and  her  be- 
haviour upon*  the  occafion  ferved  to 
bind  my  fetters  fafter.  Her  generality 
charmed  me  to  excefs ;  and  we  foon 
enjoyed  the  enchanting  pleafure  arifing 
from  profeffion  of  mutual  love,  with  all 
the  warmth  and  delicacy  that  could  be 
felt  or  exprefled  by  people  filled  with 
a  paffionate  tendernefs  for  each  other, 
and  bleffed  with  frequent  interviews. 
We  were  fo  happy,  we  even  forgot 
there  was  a  pofljbility  of  being  hap- 


pier ;  but  the  evil  ftar  that  prefided  at 
my  birth  would  not  leave  me  long 
in  this  fituation.  The  father  of  my 
Caroline,  for  that  was  my  angel's 
name,  died;  a,nd  having  feen  the  mu» 
tual  affection  between  me  and  his 
daughter,  and  the  disadvantages  which 
would  arife  to  her  irom  an  union  be- 
tween us,  left  her  a  good  fortnne,  but 
on  condition  me  mould  not  marry  me. 
Notwithstanding  this  cruel  ulage,  Ihe 
(miracle  of  goodnefs!)  grieved  for. a 
father  who  did  not  deferve  it  from  her,  • 
and  I  was  fufliciently  employed  in  en- 
deavouring to  comfort  her,  though  J 
was  little  able  to  bear  a  .circumftance 
which  I  thought  muft  deprive  me  of  all 
my  hopes ;  for  I  could  not  think  of 
bringing  her  into  a  ftate  where  her  flip- 
port  mult  end  with  my  life,  which  had 
more  than  the  common  chances  of 
mortality  againft  it.  But  her  gene- 
rofity  diiregarded  thefe  dangers.  She 
had  a,i'um  of  money,  the  legacy  of  an 
old  aunt,  fufficient  to  buy  an  exchange 
of  a  company  for  me.  She  prefled  me 
to  lay  it  out  in  this  manner;  but  I  was 
determined  againft  making  that  ufe  of 
it.  -  It  would  indeed  have  made  our 
income  more  tolerable;  but,  in  cafe  of 
my  death,  /he  muft  have  been  left  en- 
tirely deflitute.  After  finding  that  her 
generoiity  refifted  all  I  could  fay  to 
deter  her  from  maring  tire  fortune  of 
fuch  a  wretch  as  myfelf,  (perhaps  ar- 
guments fo  contrary  to  the  tender  fen- 
timents of  my  heart  were  not  enforced 
in  a  perfualive  manner)  I  told  her, 
that  if  (lie  would  venture  to  marry  me, 
and  to  mare  my  poor  conimiffion,  I 
mould  be  the  happieft  man  on  earth; 
and  would  place  her  money  in  fiich  a  > 
manner,  that  after  rny  death  it  might 
be  fome  little  dependence  for  her  ;  but 
that  I  abfolutely  would  neither  lay  it 
out,  nor  receive  any  thing  from  it  while 
I  lived.  She  leemed  to  con  lent;  and 
we  agreed  tp  relinquim  the  fortune  her 
father  had  charged  with  fuch  heavy 
conditions,  and  defpife  any  treafure 
when  put  in  competition  with  the  pof- 
fdTion  of  each  other.  Various  acci- 
dents, however,  deferred  tor  fome  time 
the  execution  of  our  purpofe ;  molt  of 
thefe  delays,  indeed,  proceeded  from 
her  ;  but  my  confidence  in  her  truth 
.and  love  was  fuch,  that  I  could  object 
to  nothing  me  propoied,  nor  harbour 
any  fufpicion  of  a  coldnefs  in  hvr  heart. 
Trie  liberty  of  fpending  almxjft  all  my 
•J  a,  '  tira«i 
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time  with  her  constituted  a  ftate  of 
blifs,  when  (he  gave  it  fome  interrup- 
tion one  day  by  delivering  to  me  a  cap- 
tain's commiffion,  in  the  procuring  of 
which  (he  had  laid  out  all  her  little  for- 
tune. While  a  friend,  but  an  inju- 
dicious one,  had  been  tranfacling  this 
affair,  (he  had  on  fpecious  pretences 
deferred  our  marriage,  to  avoid  my 
having  the  power  of  preventing  her 
from  concluding  it.  It  was  furprizing 
how  well  me  had  concealed  the  know- 
ledge of  it  from  me.  I  have  feldom 
been  more  fenfibly  hurt,  than  at  this 
difcovery  of  what  (he  had  done.  She 
accompanied  it  with  faying,  that  (he 
could  not  beiieve  one  who  was  fo  en- 
tirely mine,  whole  life  and  eveiy 
thought  and  aftibn  depended  ib  much 
on  me,  could  ever  remain  in  the  world 
after  I  had  left  it ;  and  therefore  (he 
had  taken  care  that  I  mould  enjoy  the 
little  Fortune  had  given  her;  but  if  (he 
had  had  it  in  her  power  to  make  me  the 
1'malleft  reparation  for  the  injuftice  of 
mercenary  people,  me  fliould  think  her- 
felf  happy.  Though  I  was  overcome 
with  her  generofity,  yet  my  concern 
got  the  better  of  my  gratitude,  and  the 
firft  thing  I  faid  was,  that  fhe  had  en- 
tailed cowardice  and  conftant  mifery 
upon  me  ;  for  I  mould  be  ever  wretch- 
ed with  the  fear  of  what  would  be- 
come of  her  if  I  were  to  die.  This 
fort  of  converfations,  when  the  heart  is 
fo  much  engaged  in  them  as  mine  was, 
are  ne,ver  obliterated  from  the  me- 
mory. But  I  find  I  ought  often  to 
check  myfelf,  for  I  am  very  tedious 
in  my  narration.  My  imagination 
was  always  too  warm  to  fuffer  me  to 
confine  myfelf  to  a  few  principal  fafts, 
when  the  (lighteft  circumftances  were 
of  fuch  infinite pleafure  and  importance 
to  me.  However,  I  will  fupprefs  what 
palled  between  us  on  the  fubjeft  I  have 
mentioned,,  though  a  thoufand  things 
my  Caroline  faid  croud  to  my  remem- 
brance, and  fill  me  with  rapture  :  but 
I  will  not  allow  utterance  to  one;  and 
only  tell  you,  in  few  words,  that  im» 
mediately  after  we  were  married.' 


CHAP.   xxvm. 

'  '"T"*HE  joy,' continued  the  poor  cap- 

JL     tain,  '  which  I  received  from  the 

'  pofTefTion  of  my  dear  Caroline,  would 

*  have  rccompenfed  me  for  much  greater 


evils  than  thofe  I  had  experienced  in 
life.  Every  day  difcovered  fome  new 
virtue  in  her  heart:  time  even  improved 
her  charms  ;  and,  however  uncommon, 
what  before  marriage  was  only  violent 
love  and  tender  efteem,  grew  in  me  ai- 
med to  love  and  adoration.  She  was 
fo  good  an  ceconomilt,  that  we  lived 
very  neatly  on  our  fmall  income  ;  and 
(he  appeared  fo  entirely  contented,  that 
my  ambition  was  loft  in  excefs  of  hap- 
pinefs.  I  fcarcely  thought  of  farther 
preferment,  nor  felt  the  un;uft  prefe- 
rence given  to  much  younger  officers 
than  myfelf.  I  faw  boys,  qualified  nei- 
ther by  age  nor  experience  for  the  lowed 
ports  in  the  army,  put  over  my  head, 
and  could  not  find  difturbauce  enough 
in  my  mind  to  produce  one  mumuir. 
I  confidcred  Providence  had  lavimed 
it's  bleflings  on  me,  when  it  gave  me 
my  Caroline ;  and  fo  confiderable  was 
my  portion  of  happinefs,  that  I  had  no 
title  to  a(k  for  any  thing  more,  but 
ought  to  leave  to  ethers  the  poor  en- 
joyments of  preferment.  Nothing  could 
tempt  me  out  of  her  company,  but  an 
endeavour  to  get  Ibme  little  place  for 
her,  which  might  afford  her  a  fupport 
in  cafe  the  thread  of  my  earthly  felicity 
(hould  be  cut.  For  this  I  importuned 
my  Jrientii ;  for  though  I  had  but 
little  confidence  in  them,  yet  this  ap- 
plication feemed  my  only  chance.  My 
fuccefs  anfwered  my  faith ;  I  got  no- 
thing done,  after  repeated  trials,  to  re-, 
move  this  burden  from  my  mind} 
which  embittered  my  joy  by  fo  many 
painful  reflections,  that  it  almoft  made 
me  a  coward.  Death  appeared  to  me 
(b  encompafTed  with  terrors,  that  I 
have  often  wondered  how  I  could  ha* 
zard  the  meeting  of  it,  with  tolerable 
compofure,  in  tfie  field,  when,  in  the 
quiet  of  my  own  houfe,  the  leaft  dif- 
order  filled  me  with  inexpreifible  ago- 
nien,  from  the  apprehenfions  I  had  of 
it's  increafe.  Though  I  have  men- 
tioned my  happinefs  as  perfeft,  yet  it 
was  often  interrupted  by  being  obliged 
to  attend  the  army  abroad,  and  leave 
my  wife  to  mourn  my  abfence:  but 
then  joyful  returns  fucceedcd,  and  re- 
compenfed  us  for  part  pains.  I  often; 
doubted  whether  I  could  be  juirified  in 
hazarding  the  fupport  of  an  ineftimable 
wife,  and  (cvcial  fine  children,  in  all 
the  chances  of  war.  It  feemed  rea- 
fonable,  that,  inconfiderationof  thcm4 
I  ought  to  have  fold  out  j  but  then, 
«  againa 
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again,  it  was  ungrateful  to  my  king,  to 
have  receive<ihis  pay  fo  long,  and  leave 
his  fervice  at  the  only  time  I  could  be 
ufeful.  It  was  true,  I  had  fuftered  a 
great  deal  of  ill-treatment ;  but  that 
was  becaule  my  obfcurity  hid  me  from 
his  majeiry's  knowledge,  and  gave  per- 
fons  of  birth  (till  more  obfcure,  though 
higher  in  office,  power  to  behave  to- 
wards me  as  fuch  people  will  ever  do 
to  the  unfriended.  But  I-had  ftill  ano- 
ther reafon  to  keep  and  perform  the 
duties  of  my  commilfion.  Such  an 
action  would  have  branded  me  with 
the  name  of  coward ;  and  that  I  had 
not  courage  to  bear:  I  could  have 
given  up  my  life  for  my  family ;  but 
my  reputation  was  of  more  importance 
to  me,  and  without  it  I  fhould  have 
been  a  difgrace,  inftead  of  a  comfort, 
to  them.  I  fhould  have  been  unworthy 
of  my  Caroline :  nor  would  fhe,  lam 
convinced,  as  miu'h  as  fhe  was  a  prey 
to  tender  fears,  have  confented  tht.t  I 
fhould  have  brought  fo  great  a  misfor- 
tune on  myfelf,  in  order  to  remove  the 
chance  of  one  from  her.  It  is  eafy  to 
imagine  that  peace  gave  us  great  joy ; 
but  we  little  forefaw  the  confluences. 
We  had  now  nine  children,  the  eldeft 
notfeventeen,the  youngeft  under  ayear 
old.  My  health  was  much  impaired 
by  the  campaigns  abroad ;  but  I  doubt- 
ed not  that  I  fliould  recover  it,  by  the 
quiet  and  happy  enjoyment  of  the  com- 
pany of  my  wife  and  children.  Nor  was 
I  miftaken :  by  their  kind  care  and  at- 
tendance I  was  grown  much  better, 
when  K  heard  the  fatal  news  of  the  re- 
duction of  our  regiment.  I  was  greatly 
fhocked  at  this  unexpected  blow.  By 
this  means,  our  income  was  dwindled 
to  fo  little,  that  it  was  infufficient  for 
the  fupport  of  fo  large  a  number.  None 
of  our  children  were  large  enough  to 
contribute  much  to  the  general  flock 
by  their  moft  induftrious  endeavours. 
I  was  too  feeble  in  body,  and  too  weak 
in  mind,  to  give  any  afliftance.  The 
moft  extreme  poverty,  had  it  afflicted 
none  but  myfelf,  would  have  rather 
ferved  as  a  Ipiir  than  a  depreilion  to 
my  fpirits  :  but  when  I  reflected  on  the 
difficulties  into  which  I  had  brought 
my  wife,  it  overwhelmed  me  with  grief; 
nor  could  it  be  cured  by  the  patience 
and  chearfulnefs  with  which  fhe  bore 
this  misfortune.  Her  behaviour,  by 
fhewing  her  merit  ftill  more  confpicu- 
oufly,  only  heightened  my  vcgiet  th:;t 


fuch  virtue  mould  fufFer.  As  fit  to 
ftruggle  with  bad  fortune  as  to  grace 
good,  fhe  foon,  by  various  kinds  of 
work, found  the  means  of  increafing our 
income;  though  the  neceffary  care  of 
fb  large  a  famHy  would  not  1'uffer  her 
to  gam  enough  to  enable  us  to  con- 
tinue our  fons  at  fcliQol,  which  was  3 
great  mortification,  as  we  had  always, 
been  deliroi'.s  of  giving  them  good  edu- 
cation, even  though  we  mould  ftraitea 
ourfelves  for  that  purpofe,  when  our 
income  was  the  moft  plentiful.  A\\ 
the  fervice  my  health  could  permit  me 
to  be  of,  was  to  turn  fchoolmafter  to 
my  children,  that  they  might  fuifer  as 
little  as  poffible  from  our  poverty. 
Thus,  by  my  Caroline's  ingenuity  ami 
induihy,  we  were  fupported  :  nor  was 
I  ever,  for  a  moment,  able  to  perceive, 
that  fhe  either  repined  or  grieved  at 
being  obliged  to  give  this  afliftancej 
on  the  contrary,  fhe  appeared  to  take 
greater  pleafure  in  it  than  in  any  amufe- 
ments  fhe  had  ever  enjoyed.  But,  as  if 
Providence  had  fome  wife  and  good, 
purpole  in  afflifting  us,  which  by  this 
means  was  fruftrated,  fhe  one  day,  after 
retHrning  home,  wet  cjaite  through  her 
cloaths,  from  a  place  where  herbufi- 
nefs  had  called  her,  was  feized,  as  we 
fat  at  dinner,  with  a  ftroke  of  the  palfy« 
which  at  firft  affected  her  head,  and 
deprived  her  of  all  her  limbs.  How. 
ever,  fhe  recovered  her  fenfes,  I  may 
fay,  fooner  than  I  did  mine ;  for  the 
condition  fhe  was  in,  and  the  occafion 
of  it,  left  me  very  little  ufe  of  my  rea- 
fon.  The  phyiician  who  attended  her, 
and  was  my  good  friend,  taking  the 
grealeii  care  of  her,  without  accepting 
any  reward,  but  the  pleafure  of  doing 
a  charitable  acluon,  declared  that  he 
had  no  hopes  of  her  recovery  but  from 
the  Bath  waters,  and  offered  to  fend 
with  us  a  recommendation  to  one  of 
his  own  profeffic'n,  who  could  well 
fupply  his  place  in  care  of  her.  You 
may  imagine  I  did  not  hefitate  a  mo, 
ment  in  my  refolution  of  fending  her 
thither,  notwithftanding  the  bad  (tare 
of  our  circumftances,  I  ibid  direclly 
all  the  furniture  of  our  i'loufe,  and 
every  thing  we  had  which  could  raiie 
money  ;  taking  for  my  children  a  little 
hole, ,  which  would  juft  con  tain  them  j 
and  leaving  them  under  the  care  of  the 
eldeft  fon  and  daughter,  ('who  were 
more  prudent  tlvm  their  ages  pro- 
mifed)  I,  with  my  feconj  daughter, 
(  attended 
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attended  my  wife  to  Bath ;  where  I 
had  the  joy,  in  about  two  months,  to 
fee  her  recover  her  health  and  limbs, 
excepting  her  hands,  which  ftill  re- 
mained fo  lame,  that  fhe  could  not  even 
drefs  herfelf.  I  never  faw  her  fo  much 
affected  with  any  thing:  fhe  would 
have  efteemed  herfflf  happy,  could  fhe 
have  bought  the  ufe  of  her  hand  with 
the  lofs  of  her  foot;  for  fhe  looked  on 
herfelf  as  a  helplefs  burden  to  a  dif- 
treffed  family.  But,  for  once,  I  differed 
much  from  her,  and  rejoiced  at  the  feat 
in  which  the  difternper  had  fixed,  if  it 
would  not  quite  leave  her;  as, by  giving 
her  the  power  of  ufmg  exercife,  I  hoped 
her  health  might  be  preferved,  which 
in  the  other  cafe  could  not  be  expected. 
After  a  pretty  long  trial,  fhe  was  told 
there  was  little  poffibility  of  her  reco- 
veringherhand  ;  and  the  weather  grow- 
ing fine,  it  was  imagined  air  might  be 
of  more  fervice  to  her.  This,  and  the 
low  price  of  things  in  the  -country, 
made  us  determine  to  return  no  more  to 
London  ;  fo,  enquiring  for  the  cheapeft 
country  in  that  part  of  the  world,  we 
removed  to  the  borders  of  Wales; 
where  we  hired  a  fmnll  houfe,  and  fent 
for  our  children  by  the  leaft  expenfive 
conveyance.  When  we  had  been  there 
f'ome  time,  I  was  induced  to  return  to 
town,  in  order  to  get  fome  redrefs, 
having  been  informed  of  a  good  op- 
portunity of  attempting  it;  but  found 
the  hopes  that  had  been  given  me  were 
very  fallacious,  and  mould  have  foon 
returned,  had  I  not  been  fetzed  with  a 
malignant  fever ;  wherein,  I  verily  be- 
lieve, I  jnuft  have  perifhed  for  want, 
had  not  my  phyfkian  aflifted  me,  ftill 
more  in  the  capacity  of  a  friend  than 
his  profefiion.  I  am  now  detained  here 
by  fome  bufinefs  I  am  tranfa&ing  for 
him ;  happy  to  have  the  power  of  giv- 
ing fome  little  token  of  my  gratitude. 
As  my  recoveiy  is  yet  but  very  im- 
perfect, I  come  erery  morning  to  take 
a  walk  in  the  fields  for  the  benefit  of 
the  air;  which  I  find  is  a  place  much 
frequented  iikewife  by  this  lady  and 
'  yourfelf,,  whom  I  have  often  ob- 
r  lerved.' 

Here  the  poor  man  ended  his  ftory, 
which  had  detained  us  a  long  time,  even 
to  the  encrpaching  on  an  engagement  of 
my  lord's  j  but  he  would  not  interrupt 
x  narration  fo  hardly  obtained.  I  could 
sot  forhtaj  a/king  after  his  wife,  whe- 


ther the  country  had  not  done  her  fer- 
vice. He  told  me  fhe  was  juft  the  fame 
as  when  fhe  went  into  it ;  but,  he  thanked 
God,  in  very  good  health ;  and  that  he 
had  contrived  to  prevent  her  knowing 
of  his  laft  illnefs.  We  parted  from  the 
poor  man  with  heavy  hearts  ;  it  lowered 
my  fpirits  for  the  whole*<lay,  and  filled 
my  lord's  thoughts  for  a  longer  time. 


CHAP.    XXIX. 

LORD  Dorchefter  made  very  dili- 
gent enquiry  after  our  captain,  to 
know  the  reality  of  what  he  laid ;  for 
people  who  would  not  mifapply  their 
bounty,  muft  be  on  their  guard  againit 
what  they  hear,  left  truth  mould  be  dif- 
guifed  by  falfhood,  or  clouded  by  par- 
tiality. His  fearch  proved  to  the  honour 
of  the  gentleman's  veracity;  for  he 
learned  every  circumftance  from  other 
hands.  He  was  then  rot  lefs  earned  in 
procuring  him  preferment ;  and,  a-s  there 
were  many  vacancies,  he  got  the  choice 
of  two  commiffions.  The  next  time  we 
met  our  captain,  my  lord  defired  he  would 
come  to  his  houfe  that  morning,  amf 
begged  I  would  go  along  with  him,  that 
I  might  have  the  fatisfaction  of  feeing 
how  the  pox>r  man  took  the  news  of  his 
preferment.  I  fhould  unwillingly  have 
been  abfent  from  this  interview;  there- 
fore readily  complied  with  his  loidfhip's 
requeft. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  captain 
came,  and  was  brought  up  flairs  to  us. 
The  furprize  he  had  been  at  firft  thrown 
into  by  fo  unexpected  an  invitation  to 
the  houfe  of  one  of  my  lord's  rank,  and 
in  a  manner  which  feemed  to  promife 
him  fome  benefit,  (till  was  vifible  when 
he  entered.  My  lord  afked  him  if  he 
wifhed  fomuch  to  be  again  in  the  king's 
fervice  as  to  like  going  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  p(*'i-  man  anfwered,  that  he  really 
did  not;  for  his  health  was  fo  bad,  he 
feared  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  bear  the 
change  of  climate;  and  his  life  was  now 
of  more  importance  than  ever  to  his  fa- 
mily, fmce  bis  wife  was  entirely  incapable 
of  gaining  the  fubfiftence  he  could  not 
leave  her ;  which  made  him  rather  prefer 
his  half-pay,  than  hazard  a  life,  the  lofs 
of  which  muft  bring  fo  much  diftrefs  on 
thofe  he  loved  to  excefs.  Befides,  the 
troops  were  to  fet  fail  fo  foon,  that  he 
mould  not  have  time  to  bid  his  family. 
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perhaps,  a  iaft  adieu.  My  lord  told  him 
he  was  forry  to  hear  this  was  his  way  of 
thinking,  having  got  a  majority  for  him 
in  one  of  thofe  regiments.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  reluctance  the  poor  man  had  ex- 
preffed  to  going  abroad,  yet  he  received 
this  news  with  as  much  gratitude  as  if  it 
had  been  the  very  thing  he  wimed.  He 
acknowledged  his  obligations  to  my  lord 
were  infinite  ;  made  many  exclamations 
on  the  unccmmonnefs  of  his  fortune, 
which  had  denied  him  all  affiftance  from 
people  who  profefled  themfelves  his 
friends ;  had  borne  the  appearance  of  it 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  had  even 

fiven  him  a  right  to  expect  they  mould 
e  really  fuch,  by  receiving  obligations 
from  his  family;  and  now  he  had  the 
higheft  benefits  conferred  by  one  entirely 
a  ftranger  to  him. 

To  this  my  lord  replied,  that  he  wimed 
what  he  had  done  had  fuited  his  inclina- 
tion and  circumftances  as  much  as  he 
hoped  it  would.  The  captain  then  en- 
deavoured to  hide  the  regret  which  filled 
his  heart,  for  fear  of  not  appearing  fuffi- 
ciently  grateful.  He  told  my  lord  the 
obligation  was  equal ;  he  had  fupplied 
all  his  apparent  wants.  Of  the  particular 
temper  or  his  mind  his  lord/hip  could  not 
be  a  judge ;  he  had  done  all  that  com- 
paffion  and  generofity  could  xfuggeft  to 
make  him  happy.  '  And,  Sir,'  laid  he, 
I  hope,  my  tears  were  the  effect  of  a 
poor  defpondency :  your  goodnefs  has 
raifed  better  thoughts  in  me.  The 
change  of  climate  may  repair  my  con- 
ftitution  ;  and  I  may,  in  a  few  years, 
return  in  health  to  my  dear  wife  and 
children.'  However,  fo  far  was  his 
heart  from  the  chearfulnefs  he  endea- 
youred  to  exprefs,  that  tears  ran  down 
his  cheeks  in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts  to 
reftrain  them ;  and  finding  himfelf  un- 
able to  controul  emotions  which  he 
thought  were  a  kind  of  ingratitude  to  his 
^benefactor,  he  jult  fummoned  up  ftrength 
enough  to  return  him  thanks  once  more, 
and.  then  went  out  of  the  room. 

No  fooner  was  the  door  fliut  than  the 
violence  of  his  grief  found  it's  way ;  and, 
with  his  unavailing  endeavours  to  con- 
ceal it,  I  really  feared  would  have  de- 
ftroyed  him  on  the  fpot.  We  had  fol- 
lowed him  immediately,  which  heighten- 
ed his  diftrefs,  as  he  wifhed  to  remain 
Unfeen.  When  he  got  into  the  hqjil,  my 
lord  deiired  him  to  accompany  us  into 
a  parlour,  of  which  we  opeaed  the  door, 


and  thereby  prefented  to  his  view  his 
wife  and  children  ;  my  lord  having  fent 
for  them  all  up  to  town,  in  order  to  give 
him  this  joyful  furprize,  and  to  have  the 
pleafure  of  being  witnefs  to  it,  and  to 
procure  a  meeting  in  cafe  he  had  choten 
to  go  to  the  Weft-Indies.  Even  the  be- 
loved Caroline  knew  not  Half  my  lord's 
purjrofe.  I  was  foon  apprehenfive  we 
had  done  harm  by  the  fuddenneis  of  this 
interview;  for  the  captain  fainted  away 
inftantly,  and  was  fo  long  a  time  before 
he  was  brought  to  himfelf,  that  I  feared 
the  joy  had  been  too  ftrong  for  his  weak 
thread  of  life.  His  wife  feemed  greatly 
terrified;  and  her  behaviour  indicated 
the  affection  which  every  action  of  her 
life  had  fhewn.  The  recovery  of  his 
fenfes  reftored  -  the  general  joy  ;  which 
increafed  to  a  great  degree  of  extafy, 
when  my  lord  informed  him  that  he  had 
the  choice  of  a.  majority  in  a  regiment  go- 
ing to  the  Weft  Indies,  or  to  be  a  captain 
of  horfe  here,  (having  received  the  pro- 
mi  fe  of  the  latter  after  he  fent  for  his  fa- 
mily) which  he  now  imagined  he  would 
prefer :  /adding — '  To  lefien  the  uneafi- 
neis  you  feem  under  for  your  fa- 
mity,  here  are  bills  to  the  value  of  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds  ;  and  I  will  fur- 
nifli  for  you  the  houfe  you  fliall  take, 
let  it  be  where  it  will.'  Their  joy  roft 
to  a  height  that  muft  have  been  painful : 
they  looked  on  my  lord  with  adoration, 
and  gave  way  to  raptures  that  would 
have  forced  a  heart  the  moft  infenfible  to 
the  fenfations  of  others  to  partake  of 
theirs.  v  How  much  my  lord  did  fo,  was 
vifible  in  his  countenance;  for  I  never 
faw  any  thing  like  the  blifs  expreiTed  in 
it :  he  feemed  to  feel  a  more  folid  delight 
than  they  did  ;  and  I  can  eafily  imagine 
he  did  fo.  I  think  their  fetisf action  could 
fcarcely  exceed  mine ;  but  his  muft  be 
higher,  as  he  had  the  inexprefiible  plea- 
fure of  having  been  the'caufe  of  tlieir 
happinefs,  added  to  that  of  feeing  it. 
Their  expreffions  of  gratitude  were  the 
moft  lively  that  could  be ;  and  they 
feemed  not  to  know  whether  moft  to 
felicitate  and  carefs  each  other,  or  to 
thank  their  benefactor..  They  did  both 
in  a  breath,  and  were  in  an  agitation  of 
joy  fcarcely  to  be  imagined ;  till,  on 
enumerating  the  comforts  he  had  thus 
beftowed  on  them,  they  all  melted  into 
tears  with  excefs  of  delight :  nor  could 
either  my  lord  or  myfelf  refrain  from, 
joining  with  theca.  This  in  fom«  mea- 
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fure  compofed  them ;  and  they  began  to 
take  leave  of  us  with  the  moll  ardent 
acknowledgments.  The  captain  aflced 
my  lord  pardon  for  the  reluctance  with 
which  he  received  the  firft  news  of  his 
bounty  ;  adding,  that  he  hoped  his  lord- 
fhip  would  excafe  what  was  caufed  by 
the  love  of  his  wife,  if  lie  conftdered  how 
very  irkfome  any  gift  would  be  to  him- 
felf  that  mould  oblige  him  to  leave  his 
lady.  For  he  could  lee  from  his  beha- 
viour, as  well  as  know  it  from  the  charms 
Nature  had  beftowed  on  her,  that  he  was 
a  very  ftrong  iiulance  of  conjugal  affec- 
tion. He  concluded  withwifhing  us  to 
live  to  a  happy  old  age  together;  and 
they  bid  us  adieu,  having  railed  blulhes 
tn  both  my  lord  and  myielf  by  their  mif- 
tnke;  and  mine  were  increased  by  my 
lord's  watching  my  countenance.  I  ne- 
ver before  few  him  do  fo  ill  -  naturcd  a 
thing,  as  to  make  any  one  fuffer  a  mo- 
ment's uneafmefs  even  from  bamfulnefs . 

I  wondered  why  thefe  people  mould 
imagine  us  married.  As  a  mw  may  have 
inany  friends,  but  can  have  only  one 
wife,  the  probability  was,  in  my  opi- 
nion, againft  them ;  and  I  could  no  other- 
wife  account  for  an  error  that  had  fo 
difconcerted  us  both,  thuri  from  a  belief 
that  it  proceeded  from  the  appearance  of 
more  affection  in  my  lord's  behaviour 
than  was  ufual  between  pcrfons  united 
by  no  dearer  tie  than  friendship.  This 
conftruftion  was  too  agreeable  for  me  to 
perplex  myfelf  by  feeking  any  other. 

The  happinefs  I  had  of  late  enjoyed 
was  doomed  to  be  of  fhort  continuance. 
The  evening  of  the  day  iu  which  my  lord 
had  given  fuch  felicity  by  his  generality 
to  the  diftreffed  captain  and  his  family,  I 
went  to  an  alfeinbly.  At  my  coming 
from  thence,  my  footman  was  not  to  be 
found;  and,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  re- 
turning ir.K>  a  croudeJ  room,  I  got  into 
my  chair,  and  went  away  without  him. 
As  my  chairmen  were  carrying  me  under x 
a  dead  wall  that  was  in  my  road,  they 
were  flopped  by  fome  men,  who  pulled 
me  out  of  my  chair,  and  forced  me  into 
another,  which  they  had  brought  for  that 
jrarppfe. 

The  place  being  little  frequented,  my 
frreams  were  not  heard  ;  and  what  little 
courage  Nature  ha I  beftowed  on  my 
chairmen  was  quite  overcome  by  the  fu- 
perior  number  of  the  enemy,  and  I  was 
carried  off  without  refinance. 


Every  ftep  Increafed  rhy  terror:  but 
yet,  confcious  thit  the  ihrillnefs  of  a  fe- 
male voice  mult  be  almoft  as  uleful  in 
populous  ftreets  as  a  weapon  of  defence, 
I  endeavoured  to  let  down  the  windows 
of  the  chair,  that  I  might  the  cafier  make 
my/elf  heard.  But  this  attempt  I  per- 
ceived in  vain.  I  then  broke  a  pane  of 
glafs;  but,  inftead  of  receiving  any  be- 
nefit thereby,  I  found  that  they  were 
cafed  up  with  wood  on  the  outfide;  I 
fnppofc  to  prevent  the  very  thing  I  in- 
tended. This  difcovery,  however,  ex- 
plained to  me  the  fudden  darknefs  which 
had  immediately  followed  the  putting  me 
into  the  chair,  and  increafed  the  terror 
which  the  other  circumftancesalone  would 
have  rendered  fufficient. 

However,  unwilling  to  give  up  the 
hope  of  which  I  was  thus  in  reafon  de- 
prived, I  exerted  my  voice  to  it's  loudeft 
key,  flattering  myielf  with  a  poflibility 
that  it  might  be  diftinguilhed  by  fome 
chance  peribns  patting  clofe  to  the  chair, 
whofe  compaflion  might  lead  them  to 
enquire  the  caufe.  But  this  effort  only 
ferved  to  fpend  my  fpirits  the  more  en- 
tirely. The  men  who  attended  me,  I 
imagined,  kept  every  one  elfe  from  com- 
ing within  hearing;  and  we  proceeded 
without  moleftation  till  we  arrived  at  the 
houfe  where  we  were  defigned  to  flop. 
The  chairmen  carried  me  into  the  hall  j 
I  was  led  into  a  dark  room,  and  there 
left  to  my  own  thoughts,  with  fubjecl  for 
'  meditation  even  to  madnefs.1 

It  would  be  in  vain  fliould  I  attempt 
to  defcribe  my  terrors.  I  had  heard  of 
robberies  and  murders;  I  was  not  con- 
ic ious  of  having  given  fuch  offence  to 
any  one  as  fliould  incline  them  to  perpe- 
trate fo  horrid  an  action  :  but  then  fo 
much  ceremony  feemed  unneceflary  for  a 
robbery,  which  might  have  been  per- 
formed with  more  eafe  and  expedition. 
Thus  I  remained  terrified  and  perplexed, 
fearing  evciy  thing,  yet  fixing  upon  no- 
thing, till  I  was  almoft  diftra&ed  with 
my  apprehenfions ;  from  which  I  was 
at  laft  relieved,  by  feeing  the  door  open. 
The  terrors  of  expectation  were  fo  in- 
creafed by  the  approach  of  the  danger 
which  I  feared,  that,  no  longer  able  to 
fupport  the  agonies  it  railed,  lifcforfook 
me,  and  I  fainted  away  before  I  could 
diftinguifh  for  whom  the  door  was 


CHAP. 
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neglecting  a  flate  of  happinefs  that 

CHAP.     XXX.  might  be  as  lading  as  his  life;  but,  ail 

do  not  chufe  to  confer  fo  great  an  obli- 
gation as  I  fhould,  by  declaring  my 
care  for  him,  I  have  taken  this  method 
of  confulting  at  once  his  welfare  and 
my  own*' 

She  then  offered  me  an  income  fuperior 
to  that  he  gave  me,  on  condition  I  would 
promife,  never,  from  that  hour,  to  fee,  to 
write,  or  fend  any  verbal  meflage  to  him. 
With  great  warmth,  I  told  her  I  would 
not  enter  into  fuch  an  engagement,  could 
fhe  reward  ine  with  the  poffeflibn  of  all 
i},urope  :  no,  not  to  lave  my  life;  becauie 
I  believed  I  mould  not  be  able  to  perform 
it;  and  I  would  never  make  apromife  fo 
contrary  to  my  happinefs,  as  it  would  be 
bringing  myfelf  into  an  almoll  irrefiftibk 
temptation  to  break  it*. 

'  Wonderfully  fcrupulous,  truly !'  re- 
plied her  ladyfhip.  '  But  how  ignorant 
foever  moft  people  may  be,  you  find  my 
vigilant  endeavours  to   difcover  you 
have  not  proved  fruitleft :  and  I  muft 
tell  you,  it  woiild  be  more  wife  to  accept 
thepropofal  I  have  fo  generoufly  made 
you,  and  to  fpencl  your  time  in  making 
peace  with  heaven,  and  rendering  your- 
felf  fit  for  death,  with  which  our  mor- 
tality threatens  us  every  hour,  than 
perfift  to  glory  in  wickednefs,  with  fuch 
unparalleled  impudence.' 
I  was  fo  ignorant  of  the  marchionefs's 
meaning,  that  my  anfwer  could  not  be 
veiy  much  to  the  purpofe;  but  it  was 
fpoke  with  that  fpirit  which  fuch  ground- 
lefs,  and,  to  me,  unaccountable  abufe, 
could  not  fail  of  raifing  in  a  difpofition 
likemine.  It's  effect  was  natural;  her  tem- 
per was  combuftibls,  and,  confequently, 
being  kindled  by  the  fire  in  mine,  burft 
into  flame.     She  rofe  from  her  chair  in 
a  violent  rage,  telling  me,  fhe  would  no 
longer  give  the  power  of  choice  to  fb  in- 
folent  a  creature,  but  by  force  perform 
what  I  would  not  conlent  to;  for  fhe 
would  convey  tne  to  fuch  a  diftance,  that 
I  fhould  ho  longer  fee  and  bewitch  Lord 
Dorchefter. 

I  was  very  fenfible  of  the  terrors  of  this 
menace;  but  could  not  ftoop  to  one  whofe 
unworthy  treatment  of  me  gave  little 
hopeofredrefs  from  her compaf.ion.  What 
mercy  can  we  expert  from  thofe  who  are 
void  even  of  juftice?  I  told  her  with  an, 
air  of  indignation,  that  ftill  rendered  me 
more  qualified  to  converfe  with  her  than 
I  thought  I  could  have  been,  that  I 
would  never  confent  to  my  own  unhap- 
K  pir.sls., 


MY  horrors  did  not  end  with  the 
fainting-fit  they  had  occafioned. 
i  came  to  myfelf  in  apprehenfioils  no  lefs 
dreadful  than  if  certain  death  had  await- 
ed me.  Fear  paints  in  veiy  ftrbng  co- 
lours. My  imagination  reprefenteci  to  me 
armed  men,  of  moft  tremendous  mien 
and  mercilefs behaviour:  itcloathedthemj 
like  the  murderers  in  Macbeth,  with  the 
additional  terrors  they  would  wear,  when 
one's  felf  was  to  become  the  viftiih  of 
of  their  cruelty. 

I  could  not  immediately  venture  to 
look  up;  and  when  I  did,  it  was  not  di- 
reftly  that  the  appearance  of  a  fine  wo- 
man, richly  and  gaily  drafted,  could  dif- 
pel  thofe  dreadful  ideas  from  my  brain. 
However,  her  endeavours  to  calm  the  fears 
me  had  railed,  at  laft  fucceeded ;  and, 
when  me  perceived  me,  in  feme  degree, 
come  to  my  fenfes,  fhe  fat  down  by  me, 
with  a  countenance  which,  under  a  fmile, 
tried  to  conceal  dejection,  anger,  and  dif- 
dain;  but  fo  ineffectually,  that  at  any 
ether  time  every  glance  would  have  dif- 
compofed  and  alarmed  me :  but  I  now 
beheld  her  with  pleafure ;  for,  however 
terrible  a  woman's  rage  may  be  to  a  mind 
at  eafe,  yet  her  face  was  more  fweet  than 
Mercy  and  Benevolence,  when  compared 
to  the  grim  murderers  my  fancy  had 
Formed. 

She  left  me  fome  leifure  to  recover  my- 
felf before  fhe  broke  filence;  during  which 
time  I  recollected  her  to  be  the  Mar- 
chionefs  of  Trente,  whom  I  had  often 
met  in  my  vifits,  though  (he  had  never 
condefcended  to  fpeak  to  me,  and  had 
always  caft  fuch  difdainful  glances  upon 
me,  as  made  me  not  more  forward  to 
court  her  acquaintance  than  fhe  feemed 
defnous  of  cultivating  mine:  oh  the  con^ 
traiy,  I  ufed  to  keep  at  as  great  a  diftance 
as  I  could  poffibly,  flying  her  as  if  my 
mind  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  uneafi- 
nels  I  was  to  fuffer  from  her. 

At  length,  fhe  began  thus  :  l  Though 
it  may  mortify  my  pride  to  confefs  my 
love  to  a  fuccefsful  rival,  yet  my  defign 
requires  I  fhould  inform  you,  that  I 
long  entertained  a  particular  affeftion 
for  Lord  Dorchefter,  and  had  oncerea- 
fon  to  believe  it  was  not  without  re- 
turn; though  now  his  views  are  more 
humble,  and  he  confines  his  defires  to 
objects  eafier  obtained.  I  cannot  longer 
endure  to  fee  him  thus  debafs  hinaieif, 
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pinefs,  whatever  her  power  might  inflifl; 
adding,  that  it  would  not  redound  greatly 
to  the  honour  of  Lady  Trente,  to  have 
made  a  woman  unhappy,  who  deferved 
no  evil  from  her. 

The  marchionefs  did  not  deign  to  give 
me  any  anfwer  befide  a  difdaintul  fmile : 
then  turning  to  a  woman  who  was  iuft 
come  into  the  room,  but  had  kept  a  ftrifl 
filence— '  Herner,'  faid  fhe,  '  take  this 
wretch  under  your  care.     See  me  is 
well  guarded,  and  that  fhehas  no  means 
of  correfponding  with  any  one,  either 
before  or  after  (he  leaves  this  town. 
Watch  her  well  on  the  road,  but  never 
converfe  with  her;  for  I  could  not  for- 
give any  relation  of  mine  -who  mould 
fo  far  debale  herfelf.' 
The  obfequious  Herner  curtfied,  and 
promifed  exact  obedience;  and  then  they 
both  departed,  leaving  me  to  my  own  re- 
fleftions,  which  were  not  much  inter- 
rupted for  three  days  5  for  fo  long  was  I 
locked  up  in  that  room,  where  was  no 
bed,  by  whofe  refremjnent  I  might  al- 
leviate either  my  mental  or  bodily  unea- 
ftr.efs. 

A  little  fire  was  afforded  me,  and  a 
bare  iufficien,cy  of  meagre  food,  little  fu- 
perior  to  bread  and  water.  I  have  fince 
had  charity  enough  to  believe,  her  lady- 
fhip  thought  falling  and  mortification 
nioft  falutiferous  to  my  foul;  of  whofe 
ftate,  it  Items,  me  had  entertained  no 
very  favourable  opinion.  My  door  was 
never  unlocked  but  to  let  in  the  neceffary 
lupports  of  my  exiftence;  and  all  thefe 
offices  were  performed  with  fuch  filent 
gravity,  as  gave  a  greater  air  of  melan- 
choly and  folemnity  to  a  fituation-which, 
your  ladylhip  will  allow,  was  in  none  of 
it"s  circumfxances  very  lively  and  agree- 
able. 

My  chief  attendant  was  a  little  girl  of 
ten  or  eleven  years  old ;  who,  whenever 
Ihe  came  in,  rent  tied  at  me,  as  if  I  had 
been  a  monfter.  If  I  fpoke  to  her,  fbe 
woxild  run  away;  and,  if  I  offered  to 
(hatch  hold  of  her,  would  fcream  as  if  I 
was  going  to  murder  her.  If  fhe  was 
obliged  to  pafs  me,  fhe  would  take  as  large 
a  circumference  to  avoid  me,  as  if  fhe 
imagined  I  had  drawn  an  enchanted  circle 
round  my  chair.  I  need  not  lay  that  my 
mind  was  in  a  veiy  uneafy  ftatc.  I  had 
a  love  for  freedom  which  ill  agreed 
with  imprifonment;  and  I  hourly  re'pin- 
ed  at  having  exchanged  the  pleafures 
.  of  Lord  Dorchefter's  converfation  for 
the  moil  odious  folitude,  with  no  objeft 


to  entertain  my  eyes,  of  raife  new  ideas  in 
ij|e;  denied  the  found  of  a  human  voice,  or 
any  thing  that  might  in  any  degree  divert 
rWy  thoughts  from  the  pain  of  my  prefent 
fituation,  or  from  the  fears  of  what  far- 
ther pur.iihment  might  ftill  be  in  ftorefor 
.|ne;  without  even  the  means  of  expofmg 
'  a  body  fatigued  with  want  of  reft,  and 
worn  out  with  grief  and  terror.  A  mind 
lefs  painfully  affefted  than  mine  would  - 
have  found  fome  difficulty  in  fleeping  in 
an  uneafy  chair:  to  me,  it  was  fo  near 
impofrlble,  that  I  had  but  a  few  moment* 
rei'pite  from  my  anxious  reflections  the 
whole  time  I  was  there.  Nothing  more 
diftrefled  me  than  the  notion  of  my  lord's 
uneaimefs  at  my  fudden  difappearingj 
and  I  know  not  how  I  could  have  been 
fupported  under  all  the  perplexity  and 
perturbation  of  my  mind,  had  I  not  form- 
ed great  hopes  of  making  my  efcapc 
when  time  mould  have  abated  the  rigour 
of  their  vigilance,  I  thought  I  had  fo 
much  greater  reafon  to  be  diligent  in 
difcovering  the  means  of  getting  from 
thence,  than  they  could  have  for  keeping 
me  there,  that  I  muft  at  length  be  able 
to  effect  it.  I  flattered  myfelf,  that  my 
lord's  fearch  after  me  would  give  me 
another  chance.  I  imagined  he  muft  hear 
of  the  violence  with  which  I  had  been  car- 
ried away ;  and  could  not  doubt  but  his 
affeftion  would  connive  to  refcue  me. 

By  thefe  hopes  I  was  kept  from  fink- 
ing into  abfolute  defpair ;  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  exerting  fome  command  over  my- 
felf gave  me  fpirit  to  go  through  threa 
days  of  this  painful  confinement,  with 
more  fortitude  than  I  could  have  ex- 
pefted.  The  third  evening  of  this  my  en- 
forced relidence,  Mrs.  Hemer  made  her 
appearance,  and  told  me  we  were  to  go 
into  the  country  the  next  morning.  I 
afked  if  the  marchionefs  was  to  be  of  the 
party.  To  my  inexprcflible  fatisfa&ion, 
me  anfwcred  in  the  negative;  but  added, 
that  I  was  to  be  guarded  as  carefully  as 
if  I  was  under  her  ladyfhip's  eyes. 
Though,  perhaps,  fhe  might  a  little  ex- 
ceed her  orders  in  her  care  for  my 
convenience;  for,  fhe  could  not  but  con- 
fcfs,  my  peifon,  ami  the  dignity  which 
accompanied  my  grief,  without  any  mix- 
ture of  rage  or  impatience, had  prejudiced 
her  fo  much  in  my  favour,  that  fhe  wa» 
foriy  fhe  was  forbid  converfmg  with  me. 
I  could  not  help  thanking  her  for  her 
humanity.  The  leaft  inftance  of  ten- 
dernefs  was  now  particularly  dear  to  me* 
The  companion  my  mind  drew  between 

her 
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her  and  her  right  honourable  coufm,  re- 
prefented  her  in  moft  advantageous  co- 
lours. I  immediately  conceived  hopes  of 
finding  favourable  opportunities  for  my 
efcape,  either  in  my  journey,  or  in  my  re- 
fidence  with  one  whofe  companion  might 
make  her  lefs  defirous  of  detaining  me, 
conlequently  lefs  vigilant  than  the  mar- 
chionefs. 

Before  me  left  me,  I  begged,  that  if  I 
was  ftill  to  live  with  mutes,  me  would 
give  me  a  book}  with  which  fhe  readily 
complied.  Her  complaifance  gave  me  no 
reafon  to  admire  her  tafte.  I  mould  have 
been  very  fony  to  have  had  my  ftudies 
long  under  her  direction;  however,  fimple 
as  the  book  was,  I  preferred  it  to  the 
chaos  of  my  own  mind;  and  was  lei's  of- 
fended at  the  folly  of  the  author,  than  I 
fliould  have  been  at  my  own,  in  fo  long 
a  feries  of  thoughts,  as  I  was  not  inclined 
to  blufh  for  his  foolimnefs.  Before  the 
raarchioaefs  went  to  bed,  fhe  came  into 
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my  dungeon,  to  renew  the  offers  /he  had 
at  firft  imde,  in  hopes,  I  luppofe,that  my 
captivity  had  humbled  me;  but,  when 
me  found  my  resolution  remained  un- 
make^ (he  informed  me,  that  I  was  go- 
ing to  a  family  manfion,  which  was  fo 
veiy  difmal  and  forlorn,  that  it  would 
make  me  repent  my  obftinacy ;  and  I 
might  depend  on  fpending  my  whole  life 
there,  vmiefs  I  would  agree  to  the  terms 
propofed, 

My  anfwer  was,  that  nothing  could 
appear  fo  dreadful  to  me  as  loiing  the 
converfation  of  Lord  Dorchefter,  and 
leaving  him  in  fuch  uncertainty  concern* 
ing  the  occaiion  of  it. 

The  marchionefs  replied,  that  my  re- 
jecting her  offer  would  not  prevent  the 
thing  I  feemed  moft  to  fear;  fmce  me 
would  take  care  he  mould  nevermore  hear 
of  me.  Without  any  further  difcpurfe, 
fhe  left  the  room. 
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<f  f  the  very  moment  fhe  had 

]ft    M    <£     appointed;  for  I  foon found 
jr  v  that  fhe  was  as  regular  as  a 

•*&'*^fri  pendulum.  I  could  have 
wifhed  flie  had  borne  a 
more  extenfive  refembjance  to  a  clock. 
Conftant  ticking,  indeed,  might  have 
been  too  much;  but  had  flie  ftnick, 
though  it  had  been  dnly  once  an  hour, 
it  would  have  been  a  great  relief  to  me ; 
for  I  felt  an  ardent  longing  to  talk.  Con- 
vinced by  her  fex  and  age  that  fhe  was 
by  inclination  loquacious,  I  hoped  to  van- 
quifh  her  obltinate  filence  by  the  force  of 
temptation,  and'  accordingly  aiked  her 
various  queftions,  and  fuchas  I  thought 
might  he  moft  interefting ;  but  without 
the  leaft  effect ;  not  a  fingle  word  in  an- 
fwer  could  I  obtain  ;  and  at  laft  defifted 
in  defpair,  keeping  the  reft  of  the  day  an 
inviolable  filence. 

As  I  had,  for  a  confjderable  time,  no 
employ  but  gazing  at  my  fellow-travel- 
ler's outward  form,  I  will  make  your  la- 
dyfhip  my  companion  in  it,  by  defcrib- 
ingherto  you.  Mrs.  Herner  was  a  lit- 
tle woman,  near  fifty  years  of  age,  very 
thin  and  brown  ;  with  a  very  long  nofe 
and  chin,  hollow  cheeks,  wide  mouth, 
ftarcely  any  eye-brows,  and  light  grey 
eyes  j  which,  however,  were  not  void  of 


a  fweetnefs  denoting  Come  portion  of 
good -humour  in  the  mind  that  animate^ 
them.  Dejeflion  and  humiliation  ap- 
peared in  her  whole  afpeft ;  her  air,  and 
every  look,  were  prim  and  demure. 

I  once  law  Mrs.  Herner  before  I  was 
taken  priibner  by  her  coufin,  and  then 
learnt  a  little  of  her  hillory,  which  I  mall 
impart. 

Mrs.  Herner  had  originally  a  mode- 
rate fortune  ;  and,  on  the  death  of  the 
marchionefs's  mother,  who  was  her  cou- 
lin-german,  and  intimate  friend,  fhe 
took  the  marchionefs  to  live  with  her, 
being  moved  to  compaflion  by  her  being 
left  entirely  deftitute  of  a  proviiion. 
Mrs.  Herner,  from  the  time  flie  firft  be- 
came poflefledof  her  fortune,  lived  above 
her  income;  and  though  me  perceived 
the  principal  was  every  year  decreasing, 
me  had  not  prudence  to  retrench.  The 
rank  in  which  me  lived  gave  fair  op- 
portunity to  the  marchionef Vs  charms  to 
win  her  a  more  lafting  proviiion  than  me 
could  have  received  from  Mrs.  Herner, 
Accordingly,  before  flie  was  eighteen, 
the  Marquis  of  Trente  faw  her,  and 
becoming  truly  enamoured,  married  her ; 
bin  lived  a  very  fliort  time  after  raifing 
her  to  the  rank  and  fortune  which  gave 
birth  to  her  uncontrolled  infolence. 

Mrs.  Herner's  fortune  lafted  a  very 

few  years  beyond  this  marriage;  and,by  a 

rtrange  fatality,  fhe  Ipent  to  the  hit  fhil- 

ling  before  fhe  attempted  to  leflen  her 

expencej. 
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s .  Whrn flic  had  no  'onger  menns 
to  fuppert  them,  the  marchlom  fs  fcuned 
to  held  out  tlie  hand  of  confolation  to 
her,  inviting  hsr  home;  but  the  poor  wo- 
mnn  Toon  found  that  pride,  not  genero- 
fity,  offered  her  this  neceflary  relief;  for 
the  marchionefs  made  her  exchange  po- 
verty for  wretchednefs.  She  efteemed  fo 
highly  an  aft  fne  was  hound  in  duty  to 
perform,  that,  left  Mrs.  Herner  mould 
be  lefs  fcnfible  of  the  weight  of  the  obli- 
gation, flic  refre(hed  her  remembrance 
continually,  and  expefted,  in  return  for 
her  charity,  that  (be  (hould  undertake  the. 
care  of  her  family,  and  comply  with 
every  inclination  her  ladyihip  (hould  con- 
tieicend  to  iignify.  Her  paflions  were 
extremely  violent,  and  never  appeared  in 
Inch  fuU  luftre,  as  when  her  unhappy 
coufm  was  the  object;  for,  as  (he  had  no 
other  dependence,  me  knew  Ihe  muft  en- 
dure  all. 

Thus  the  poor  woman,  for  a  fubfift- 
ence,  fold  herfelf  to  the  molt  abjeft  (la- 
very :  but  (he  was  too  proud  to  take  any 
other  -means  of  gaining  a  fupport.  Pride 
that  licki  the  t/uft  (lie  had,  but  no  true 
Ipiiit;  for,  to  pacify  the  marchionefs  in 
her  furies,  (he  would  defcend  to  the  mean- 
fit  flattery;  and  was  ruled  by  a  frown  or, 
a  nod.  From  a  continual  fervile  compli- 
i-iice  with  the  will  of  another,  (lie  loft  all 
liberiy  of  thought,  of  which  only  one's 
cwn  meanneis  can  deprive  one.  She  en- 
tirely forgot  the  method  of  pronouncing 
the  word  No:  her  language  was  compofed 
of  nothing  but  expreflions  of  aflent  and 
affirmatives ;  and  (he  would  contradict 
her  own  fenfes  as  often  as  her  violent 
and  capricious  coufm  happened  to  err. 
So  acctiftomed  to  obey,  {he  fcarcely  could 
find  out  teims  that  would  exprefs  her 
refufal  of  the  liberty  (he  dared  not  grant 
me.  I  fometimes  miftook  her  negatives 
for  confent,  and  mould  not  have  difco- 
vered  my  error  had  (he  not  checked  me 
when  I  was  going  to  act  in  confequence 
of  it. 

In  this  lively  manner  did  we  travel 
for  three  days,  without  accident  or  in- 
terruption. But,  the  night  of  the  third, 
a?  I  was  going  to  undrefs  myfelf,  after 
having  fat  a  little  time  meditating  on  my 
deplorable  filiation,  I  was  alarmed  with 
the  cry  of — '  Fire!  Murder!  Rape! 
*  Bead!  Brute!  Savage!'  The  clamour 
I  could  diftinguifh  to  come  from  Mrs. 
Hemtr's  room;  and,  thinking  myfelf 
bound  in  duty  to  afllft  even  my  enemy,  I 
ran  to  07  what  I  could  do  towards  her 


relief.  When  I  entered,  I  perceived  her 
with  a  double  towel  round  her  head,  by 
way  of  uight-cap,  in  a  (hort  ragged  bed- 
gown, (landing  by  a  bed,  in  which  was 
a  man  who  held  faft  by  one  corner  of  her 
little  jerkin.  I  did  not  comprehend  the 
motive  for  this  detention,  roniequemly 
knew  not  the  caufe  of  her  fearj  but,  fcn- 
fible that  I  alone  was  not  lufficient  to 
reicue  her  from  the  arms  of  this  giant,  I 
attempted  19  open  a  door  in  the  paffage, 
in  order  to  call  in  mere  ufeful  people,  but 
found  it  locked;  the  confequence  of  my 
gaoler's  care  of  me.  Had  I  not  been  of 
a  moft  charitable  difpofition,  refentment 
m  ight  have  prompted  me  to  let  her  fuffer 
by  the  means  (he  had  taken  to  prolong 
my  captivity;  but  I  conquered  the  im- 
pulfe,  and,  taking  the  key  out  of  her 
pocket,  let  in  our  hoftefs  and  fome  of  her 
fervants,  who,  like  myfelf,  had  been  at- 
trailed  by  the  noife. 

Our  landlady  I  found  more  equal  to 
the  ta(k  than  I  was :  (he  foon  refcued  the 
timorous  virgin,  telling  the  gentleman 
with  a  very  fonorous  voice,  that  (he  won- 
dered he,  who  was  zju/iice  of  tbepeace 
and  quorum,  mould  fo  difturb  a  quiet  fa- 
mily :  for  her  part,  (he  would  not  fuffer 
fuch  normous  behaviour  in  her  houie,  not 
even  by  his  honour's  luorjkip. 

He,  with  a  voice  that  denoted  much 
fteepinefs,  replied—'  Woman,  hold  thy 
'  brawling:  I  have  not  difturbed  thy 
'  curfed  houfe;  I  was  uVeping  .quietly 

*  when  that  wench  waked  me.     She  has 

*  a  mind  to  coy  it  a  little  now;  but  the 
'  jade  was  willing  enough  to  come  to  bed 
'  to  me  before  I  aflced  her.     I  did  not 

*  want  company ;  but  I  fcorn  to  difap- 

*  point  a  woman:  and  I  (hall  have  her 
'  dill  for  all  thy  clamour;  for  I  knovy 
'  me  is  kind  at  bottom,' 

At  this  declaration,  Mrs.  Herner 
fcreamed  out — '  O  fave  me!  Preferve  my 
'  honour !  Do  not  let  the  wicked  wretch, 
'  come  near  me!'  and  caught  up  a  can- 
.dle  to  light  her  in  her  flight.  Being 
obliged  to  pafs  by  the  fide  of  the  bed,  iu 
order  to  get  to  the  door,  the  man  had  ;i 
much  more  perfeft  view  of  the  affrighted 
fair  than  he  had  before,  whofe  appear-t 
ance,  I  muft  confefs,  was  not  very  allur- 
ing; for  her  lips  were  greafed  with  tal- 
low, her  eyes  done  thinly  over  with  a 
dark-coloured  ointment,  and  the  reft  of 
her  face  covered  with  thick  cream  not 
quite  dry;  and,  through  fome  '•  chinks 
'  whichtime  had  made'  in  her  bed -gown, 
her  yellow  fltin  (hone  refylendent ;  fo  like 
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gold  through  a  netted  piirfe,  that  it  could 
charm  nothing  but  a  mifer.     He  beheld 
her  with  aftonilhment  for  near  a  minute; 
and  then,  with  all  the  appearance  of  fcorn 
and  dillafte  that  his  countenance  could 
wear,  which  was  better  fuited  to  fuch  ex- 
preffions  than  to  any  of  a  gentler  kind, 
he  cried  out — "  Wicked  wretch ! "  Not  fo 
wicked  as  to  want  thy  company,  thou 
witch,  thou  monfter!  Full  light  would 
better  have  obtained  thy  releafe  than  all 
thy  ftruggling.     Have  fuch  a  hag  as 
thee  by  my  fide!  I  had  rather  have 
Fowler  or  my  crop  horfe  for  my  bed- 
fellow.'    This  adventure  mocked  me 
ftrnnsely:  there  feemed  an  enormity  ot 
wickednefs  in  this  man  that  amazed  me; 
but  yet,  when  he  had  thus  addrefled  a 
figure  which  had  furpi  ized  me  almoft  as 
much  as  it  had  done  him,  I  could  notre- 
ftrain  a  fmile.  As  I  was  near  the  candles, 
he  perceived  it;  and,  looking  at  me,  (after 
the  fhort  preface  of  an  oath)—'  That's 
a  pretty  lafs,  faith/  faid  he, '  and  looks 
good-natured  and  merry.     I  love   a 
noddy  girl  hugely,  that  will  make  one 
laugh,  and  laugh  with  one,  and  (hare 
a  pot  of  good  Oclober  when  a  man  has 
no  better  .company :  fuch  a  wench  is 
worth  righting  for— and  I  will  have  her 
inftead  of  thee,  thou  fuccubus,  who  art 
nothing  like  a  woman  but  in  thy  brawl- 
ing.' I  was  not  more  valiant  than  Mrs. 
Hcrner;  but,  being  much  more  nimble, 
I  ran -out  of  the  room  with  the  utmoft 
fpetd.     Not  unmindful  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  double  eicape  I  had  to  effeft, 
arid  as  defirous  of  getting  free  from  wo- 
man as  from  man,  I  ran  through  the  door 
I  had  opened,  and  got  into  the  yard;  but 
was  there  overtaken  by  Mrs.  Herner,  in 
frefco  as  before,  with  the  reft  of  the  fa  • 
mily  at  her  heels. 

As  foon  as  I  difappeared,  Hie  recol- 
lected the  defire  I  might  have ;  and  not 
finding  me  in  my  room,  was  as  clamorous 
at  my  efcape  as  me  had  been  about  her 
own  detention.  Without  (laying  for  an 
increiile  of  cloathing,  (he  ran  after  me ; 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that,  unincumber- 
ed  by  the  weight  of  dreis,  (he  overtook 
me,  whofe  flight  had  been  retarded  by 
not  knowing  where  to  go.  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  fay  what  vengeance  I  might  have 
taken  at  being  thus  difappointed  of  my 
purpofe,  had  not  the  fervants  of  the  inn 
revenged  my  caufe  with  fome  fuccefs,  by 
hooting  at  her  figure,  and  biirfting  into 
fuch  immoderate  peals  of  laughter,  that 
•ur  hoftefs  at  la'il  thought  it  incumbent 


on  her  to  refent  it;  and,  with  a  fhrill  pipe, 
called  out — '  What  do  the  villains  mean? 
Murt  you  affront  a  gentlewoman,  truly  ? 
Did  you  never  fee  a  woman  in  her 
("mock  before  ?    If  Madam's  lips  are 
chapped,  and  her  eyes  fore,  what's  the 
matter  of  that  ?  it  is  nobody's  bufinefs 
but  her  own,  fure !  Such  fine  tallow  a» 
we  burn  would  not  diigrace  the  mouth 
of  the  finett  durcrefi  in  the  land:  it  U 
as  fweet  as  a  nut,  and  much  more 
kealinger  than  all  their  curous  falvts. 
As  for  her  eyes,  why  eyes  flioulJ  be 
black,  (hould  not  they  ?  and  what  fip;- 
nifies- whether  outfide  or  in,  or  infide  or 
out,  it's  much  the  fame  thing.' 
This  eloquent  oration  a  little  fufpend- 
ed  the  laugh;   but  they  took  in  no  more 
matter  for  mirth,  that  the  time  might  not 
be  loft,  flaring,  without  interruption,  at 
the  objeft  of  it;  for  the  good  landlady, 
determined  Mrs.  Herner  mould  hear  \\o\v 
well  (he  defended  her  caufe,    kept  faft 
hold  of  her  till  her  flow  of  oratory  ceafe;!. 
When  we  were  conducted  up  ftairs,  I  was 
again  locked  up  till  morning,  and  then  I 
attended  Mrs.  Herner,  to  whom  another 
room  had  been  given.   At  breakfaft,  our 
landlady  came  to  pay  her  compliments 
of  enquiry  after  the  health  of  the  poor  af- 
frighted lady,  which  was  not  a  little  im- 
paired by  the  night's  adventure,  her  fears 
lading  longer  than  her  danger;   for  (he 
told  us  it  communicated  itleif  even  to  her 
dreams.  » 

As  (he  condefcended  to  talk,  with  our 
hoftefs,  though  not  to  converfc  with  n.o, 
I  learnt  the  occafion  of  the  disturbance  -t 
which  was  no  other  than  a  fmall  error  in 
the  gentleman,  whofe  intellects  were  a 
little  troubled  by  too  hard  drinking,  i<i 
celebration  of  a  fox-chace,  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged  that  day:  for,  in  going 
up  ftairs  to  bed,  he  had  mi  (taken  Mrs. 
Herner'1  s  room  for  his  own,  iind  taken 
poflefllon  of  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  converfation,  I 
found  nothing  had  fo  fenfibly  hurt  Mrs. 
Herner,  as  the  fquire's  affronting  her 
charms.  When  (he  had  heard  t^ir  hoit- 
efs's  account,  (he  faid  that,  indeed,  by 
his  (trance  boifteroufnefs,  me  at  fiift  fu- 
fpe£ted  he  had  drank  a  little  too  much  ; 
but  did  not  find  out  till  afterwards,  how 
totally  he  was  deprived  of  his  fenfcs ;  of 
one  fenfe  at  leaft ;  for  the  man  was  cer- 
tainly blind.  The  hurry  and  buftle  that 
tnfued,  (lie  fuppofed.  had  incrcafed  die 
effecls  of  the  liquor;  for  he  feemed  in  full 
po(f;fiion  of  his  judgment  at  full,  or.'y 

his 
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his  ptiflions  were  a  little  too  much  ele- 
vated to  bear,  with  proper  compof  lire,  the 
view  of  temptation  :  thus  attributing  to 
the  fumes  of  intoxication  the  honeft  im- 
pulie  of  nature,  which  made  difguft  the 
confequence  of  a  full  view  of  her  perfon. 
Mrs.  Herner  hinted,  that  it  was  incum- 
bent on  him,  as  a  gentleman,  to  afk  par- 
don for  the  outrage  he  had  committed. 
«  So  I  told  him,  Madam,'  replied  the 
landlady;  '  and  what  think  you  he  an- 
fwered  to  this  ?  Why,  truly,  taking  me 
very  fhort,  and  fwearing  like  a  trooper,, 
he  faid_,  not  he,  he  mould  afk  no  pardon, 
nor  make  no  defences:  he  had  made 
the  gentlewoman  a  very  civil  proffer; 
me  might  not  receive  the  like  for  many 
a  day;  and,  he  thought,  if  me  believed 
him  in  earned,  fhe  had  more  reafon  to 
come  and  thank  him  than  he  to  afk 
her  any  pardons.     Oh  !  Madam,  he 
is  a  fad  ribaldry  gentleman,'  added  the 
landlady. 

I  faw  Mrs.  Herner  could  have  excufed 
the  warmth  of  the  good  woman's  refent- 
ment,  which  led  her  to  fo  faithful  a  repe- 
tition of  the  fqnire's  words ;  but,  with 
fome  change  or  colour,  fhe  at  laft  faga- 
cioufly  oblerved,  that  every  one  had  a 
fenfe  only  of  the  charms  of  their  own  fpe- 
cies.  She  never  heard  of  a  bat  that  pre- 
ferred the  elegant  pheafant  to  it's  own 
leather-winged  race,  nor  of  a  hedge-hog 
that  was  not  fonder  of  it's  own  fhapelels 
kind  than  of  the  beautiful  peacock. 

Our  converfation  ended  with  breakfaft, 
and  we  left  the  inn  to  proceed  on  our 
journey,  that  now  drew  to  a  conclufion; 
which,  as  I  had  received  a  ftrange  notion 
of  the  confufion  in  inns,  from  what  I  had 
experienced,  would  not  have  been  a  dii- 
agreeable  circumftahce  to  me,  had  I  not 
flattered  myfelf  that  from  it  fome  op- 
portunity of  an  efcape  might  arife. 


CHAP.     II. 

OUR  landlady  had  entertained  us 
with  an  invecYive  againft  drnnken- 
nefs,  (though  her  complexion  bore  fome 
tokens  of  "lei's  inveteracy  againft  that 
vice)  which  employed  my  thoughts  for 
part  of  the  day.  Nothing  I  had  feen  in 
this  country  more  aftonifhed  me  than 
that  for  fo  trifling  a  pi  earn  re  as  liquor 
could  afford,  any  one  fnould  relinquifh 
reafon,  that  beft  gift  of  the  Great  Crea- 
tor. It  is  inconfiftent  with  the  pride  of 
man  thus  to  deftroy  the  fource  of  all  his 


infolence  and  preemption.  Sut  the  termS 
in  which  this  vice  was  reproached  offend- 
ed me.  '  Thedebafmgthemfelvesto  the 
*  condition  of  biutes,'  was  an  expreffion 
I  thought  very  unjuft.  Perhaps  many, 
even  when  not  intoxicated, have  no  right  to 
beinrolled  in  fo  honourable  a  clafs;  but, 
when  deprived  of  all  fenfe  and  reafon, 
furely  they  ought  not  to  be  compared  to 
that  generation,  who  aft  conformably  to 
the  will  of  their  Creator,  and  to  their 
rank  amongft  the  animal  tribes.  Some, 
indeed,  by  living  amongft  mankind,  lofe 
a  little  of  their  native  temperance,  and  ac- 
quire bad  qualities :  fuch  is  the  force  of 
example!  Void  of  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,  they  are  qualified  to  walk  in  the 
way  ordained  for  them,  but  not  to  refift 
the  infeclion  of  the  grand  corrupter,  man. 

There  is  nothing  fo  mean  as  people 
who  are  artificially  infenfiblei  vegetation 
produces  more  uieful  materials ;  a  tree, 
for  inftance,  properly  manufactured,  fup- 
ports  a  paflenger,  fills  up  a  gap,  or,  if4 
worn  out  by  long  fervice,  it  mould  be 
condemned,  it  blazes  to  warm  us,  fulfils 
it's  part,  and  is  a  ufeful  member  among 
created  beings,  in  comparifon  of  a  man 
addicted  to  drunkennefs.  But,  perhaps^ 
yourladyfhip  will  think  I  put  an  affront 
both  on  you  and  myfelfj  by  exclaiming 
at  fo  undeferving  a  fubjeft,  unworthy  of 
employing  your  thoughts,  and  my  pen  j 
therefore  I  will  leave  it  for  my  journeyj 
which  ended  the  evening  we  left  our  tur- 
bulent inn. 

We  arrived  at  the  nlarchionefs's  caftle 
a  little  before  it  was  dark,  which  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  it,  though 
the  view  did  not  greatly  conduce  to  my 
fatisfacHon. 

We  firft  paffed  a  moat,  over  \vhich  was 
a  bridge  fo  impaired  by  time  and  damp, 
that  it  threatened  us  with  no  fmall  chance 
of  vifiting  the  frogs  who  inhabited  under- 
neath. I  could  not  help  thinking,  that 
ihey  faw  us  approach;  and,  taking  us  for 
the  fiicceflbr  of  their  former  king,  the 
lioarie  nation  was  once  Inore  ready  to 
.croak — '.God  fave  King  Log'.'  but  I 
afterwards  found  the  noife  was  ufual,  and 
only  the  refult  of  numbers,  from  which, 
among  frogs  as  well  as  men,  a  general 
h\nn  urifes. 

The  caftle  was  then  tottering  with  age; 
and  may  now  perhaps,  by  the  irrefiftible 
arm  of  old  Time,  be  levelled  to  the 
groundt  therefore  I  fliallfpeak  of  the  fa T 
brick  only  in  the  paft  tenfe.  The  rooms 
were  extremely  large,  wainfcotted  with 
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»ak,  which  was  turned  almoft  as  black 
as  ebony ;  and  all  the  light  that  enter- 
ed was  from'  i'mall  cafements,  with  a 
Jareer  proportion  of  lead  and  iron  than 
glais.  The  chimneys  were  as  big  as  the 
arch  of  a  large  bridge.  The  beds  were 
higher  than  fome  rooms;  and  all  the 
furniture  large  and  clumi'y,  except  the 
chairs,  whofe  feats  were  Huffed  with  ad- 
mirable art,  being  harder  than  a  tennis- 
ball,  and  rifing  in  the  middle  in  imitation 
of  a  pyramid. 

The  halt  was  hung  round  with  a  moft 
uncomely  reprel'entation  of  the  Marquis 
of  Trente's  anceftors,  except  in  two  flips, 
which  were  filled  with  rolls  of  parch- 
ment of  a  prodigious  length,  bearing,  in 
the  figure  of  a  tree,  the  genealogy  of  the 
whole  race.     If  a  poor  babe  died  in  it's 
birth,  it's  memory  was  ftill  preferved, 
under  the  dignifying  reprefentation  of  a 
little  twig ;  but  a  mifcarriage  was  ho- 
noured no  farther  than  in  being  marked 
as  a  knot  in  the  trunk.     I  could  not  but 
admire  this  care,  left  Vanity  mould  die 
for  want  of  food,  where  few  flatterers 
could  come  without  feeling  their  con- 
fciences  fo  affefted  by  the  folemnity  of 
the  place,  as  muft  have  reduced  them  to 
fpeak  truth.     The  garden  was  not,  in 
extent,  equal  to  the  fize  of  the  houfe ;  but 
what  there  was  of  it,  was  laid  out  in 
narrow  gravel-walks,  then  over- grown 
with   weeds,   bordered  with   box,    and 
ornamented  in  quarters  with  yew-fwans, 
laurel -bears,     holly -dogs,    and    box- 
chickens  ;   their  colours  happily  varie- 
gated by  the  dead  branches,  which  made 
up  about  three  quarters  of  the  animal ; 
to  the  great  eafe  of  the  gardener,  who 
•was  thereby  faved  the  care  of  watching 
over  this  his  creation,  left  their  fhapes 
mould  be   deftroyed    by   the   irregular 
growth  of  fome  luxuriant  branches .  The 
wall  of  the  garden  was  almoft  the  extent 
of  our  profpec~h     We  were  not  in  the 
feafon  for  flowers ;  but  had  all  the  '  per- 
*  fumes  of  Arabia'  been  difperfed  about 
the  houfe,  they  could  not  have  got  the 
better  of  the   ftench  arifmg  from  the 
moat. 

You  may  imagine  that  our  fituation 
was  better  fuited  to  the  dark  than  to  the 
day:  but  in  this  you  aremiftaken;  for 
the  horrors  of  the  night  exceeded  all  the 
difinal  profpefts  the  fun  eould  mew  us. 
With  the  twilight  our  concert  began. 
The  firft  performance  was  a  great  houfe~ 
dog,  that  would  fuffer  no  noile  hut  his 
cwri,  inceffantly  howling  or  barking. 


Every  hearth  was  full  of  crickets,  that 
chirped  the  live -long  night;  but  had 
none  of  thofe  lively  notes  which  Milton 
celebrates  as  the  found  of  mirth.  The 
old  towers  of  the  houfe  were  filled  with 
owls  of  every  fort,  who,  by  their  hoarfe 
hooting,  and  their  (hrill  finicking,  bore 
no  inconfiderable  part  in  the  concert,  of 
which  the  froggery  made  the  bafs.  Thefe 
vocal  performers  were  accompanied  by 
all  the  modulations  of  a  bleak  winter's 
wind ;  which,  gathering  in  various  paf- 
fages  of  that  rambling  houfe,  made  a 
continual  whiftling,  even  in  the  mildeft 
weather  roared  in  the  chimnies,  and  blew 
in  at  a  thoufand  crevices  in  the  Shattered 
wainfcot. 

Difmal  as  this  fcene  muft  appear,  I 
found  that  had  I  not  retained  very  ftrong 
affections  for  abfent  objecls,  I  could 
have  been  happy  even  here,  if  every  face 
had  not  worn  an  air  of  wretchednefs. 
Excluding  the  fuffering  hours  of  reflec- 
tion, I  was  the  only  perfon  in  the  place 
that  did  not  appear  in  fuch  a  deep  and 
fettled  defpondency,  as  made  me  fear 
that  I  mould ,  at  fome  time,  find  all  the 
family  hanging  in  their  garters;  as  I 
had" learned  that  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  in  this  kingdom  for  people  to  fign 
their  own  paflports  into  the  next  world 
as  foon  as  they  are  tired  of  this. 

A  general  melancholy  ran  through 
every  fpecies :  there  was  a  monkey  who 
was  fo  infected  by  his  fituation,  that  he 
might  have  walked  chief -mourner  at  a 
funeral;  a  parrot,  who,  ceafing  to  be 
articulate,  uttered  no  found  but  that  of 
a  piteous  ligh.  The  fervants  had  flit  a 
magpye's  tongue,  in  order  to  make  it  as 
converfibie  as  themfelves  ;  but  had  never 
been  able  to  teach  it  any  other  words 
than  '  Heigh-ho!'  The  kittens  were 
there,  from  the  hour  of  their  birth,  more 
ferious  than  old  cats ;  who  have,  in  other 
places,  been  the  infeparable  companions 
of  ancient  virgins.  There  was  not  a 
lamb,  colt,  or  any  other  creature,  how- 
ever youthful,  that  did  not  walk  with 
more  foiemnity  than  an  archbilhop  in  a 
publick  proceflion. 

Poor  Mrs.  Herner  was  full  as  mife- 
rable  as  myfelf,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  : 
grief  had  fo  relaxed  every  mufcle,  that 
there  were  none  birt  long  faces  in  the 
houfe.  Mrs.  Herner" s  fell  away  very 
faft;  and  I  dare  fay,  had  we  ftaid  a 
month  longer,  would  have  come  up  to 
the  general  ftandard.  I  cannot  but  cen- 
feli  I  felt  mine  lengthen  confu'erably ; 
i.  though 
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though  I  was  treated  with  great  lenity 
by  my  gaoler,  who  kindly  ttudkd  my 
enie  and  convenience,  as  far  as  the  place 
would  permit;  but  kept  as  ttrictly  to 
her  vow  of  filence  as  if  it  had  been  the 
road  to  falvation.  The  greateft  indulg- 
ence fhe  could  grant  me,  was  in  giving 
me  leave  to  frequent  a  library,  wherein 
I  found  foine  good  hiftories.  Here,  when. 
I  could  banifh  reflection,  and  the  regret 
which  was  the  confequence  of  it,  I  could, 
for  fome  hours,  tnjoy  the  plcafures  of 
fociety ;  and,  forgetting  the  lonely  foli- 
tude  to  which  I  was  confined,  could  tran- 
fport  myfelf  to  fcenes  of  hurry  and  tu- 
mult, and  amufe  myfelf  with  a  conllant 
courfe  of  novelty.  But  it  was  feldom  I 
could  bring  myfelf  into  a  proper  temper 
to  tafte  this  pleafure;  and  the  fcldomer, 
as  the  dampnefs  of  the  place,  joined  with 
vexation  and  anxiety,  foon  affected  my 
health. 

The  country  around  us  was  all  quag- 
mires and  bogs,  which  rendered  it  im- 
pofTible  to  take  any  exercife  at  that  fea- 
fon  of  the  year,  except  in  the  melancholy 
garden;  and 'though  I  had  no  objection 
to  walking  '  with  the  beaft,  joint-tenant 
'  of  the  ihade,'  yet  I  could  not  extend 
my  love  of  fociety  to  the  reptile  likewife ; 
and  the  garden  was  Ib  over1- run  with 
frogs  and  toad:--,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
walk  there  without  having  multitudes  of 
them  for  companions.  This  total  want 
of  exercife,  I  fuppofe,  had  fome  fmall 
mare  in  impairing  my  constitution,  hav- 
ing been  always  uled  to  a  contrary  way 
of  life.  I  was  fo  fenfible  of  fuffering 
tVcm  it,  that  nothing  but  exj>erience  could 
convince  me  that  there  was  no  poflibility 
of  going  beyond  the  moat:  however, 
having  been  almoft  fwallowed  up  in  a 
bog,  and  giving  my  guard  (for  I  was 
not  permitted  to  ftir  without  one)  a  vio- 
lent cold,  I  had  no  great  inclination  for 
any  farther  attempt ;  and  lefs  liill  was 
any  one  inclined  to  accompany  me. 

We  had  not  been  many  days  in  our 
folitude,  before  we  .received  a  vifit  from 
Mr.  South,  a  young  clergyman  in  the 
neighbourhood;  a  very  well  bred,  fenfi- 
ble, and  worthy  man,  of  an  exceeding 
good  family,  and  educated  fuitably  to 
it :  but  being  the  younger  of  many  bro- 
thers, he  was  glr.d  to  accept  of  a  living 
near  this  place,  though  the  manners  of 
the  neighbouring  gentlemen  were  not 
agne.iMe  to  him.  However,  he  con- 
verfed  lefs  with  them  than  with  his  books, 
and  the  poor  of  the  parifh>  whom  he 


much  vifited  in  order  to  inftraft  and 
guide  their  minds,  and  learn  and  relieve 
their  neceflities ;  for  he  denied  himfeif 
many  of  the  gratifications  of  life,  in  or- 
der to  communicate  to  others  the  con- 
veniences and  comforts  which  they  could 
not  afford  themfelves.  He  facrificed  his 
money  to  their  indigence,  and  his  time 
to  their  inftni&ron;  acting  the  part  of 
fchoolmafter  to  the  children,  as  well  as 
that  of  a  truly  fpiritual  guide  to  their  pa- 
rents. From  one  of  fuch  a  difpolition 
eveiy  vifit  muft  be  welcome ;  and,  I  could 
perceive,  was  not  lefs  fo  to  Mrs.  Herner 
than  myfelf;  for  fhe  prefled  him  to  re- 
peat them,  which  he  did  as  often  as  his 
leifure  would  permit ;  for,  to  a  man  who 
fo  laboriouily  performs  his  duty,  a  large 
parilh  is  almoft  a  conftant  employ :  and 
though  we  might  foon  perceive,  and  I 
was  afterwards  more  fully  convinced, 
that  his  pleafanteft  occupation  was  viiit- 
ing  us,  yet  would  he  not  luffer  it  to  break 
in  upon  his  duty. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  Mr. 
South's  vifits  were  agreeable ;  and  your 
ladyfhip  will  not  think  this  fo  impro- 
bable as  to  require  any  farther  afTurance 
of  it:  but  what  will  you  fay,  if  I  own, 
that  the  love  of  talking  rendered  other 
company  eligible,  who  had  no  other  re- 
commendation than  taking  the  embargo 
off  my  fpeech,  and  fuffering  me  to  ex- 
port a  few  thoughts  with  which  I  wa$ 
overftocked  ?  Depraved  appetites  are  apt 
to  have  ftrange  confequences :  the  love 
of  talking,  to  thofe  with  whom  we  can- 
not converfe.  argues  great  depravity  of 
mind ;  and  the  refult  of  it  was,  that  I 
rejoiced  at  the  arrival  of  fome  country 
neighbours,  of  whofe  intended  vifit  we 
had  notice  before  they  came;  and,  a. 
they  were  characters  new  and  fti  ange  to 
me,  I  will  give  you  the  account  of  them, 
which  I  learned  from  Mr»  South  after 
their  departure,  as  fome  excufe  for  my 
being  diverted  with  them  ;  for  novelty  is 
allowed  a  right  to  entertain. 


CHAP.    III. 

THE  Marchionefs  of  Trente  was 
rendered  a  perfon  of  great  conie- 
quence to  the  fportlmcn  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, by  the  poflcflion  of  a  very  exten- 
five  manor :  and  to  the  dcfire  of  court- 
ing her  favour  we  owed  the  vifits  we  re- 
ceived from  three;  by  name,  Mr.  Rum- 
ford,  Mr.  Darkincr,  and  Mr.  Giles. 

The 
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The   two  firft  were  preceded  by  their 
wives,  the  latter  by  his  wife  and  fitter; 
for  the  gentlemen  did  not  think  a  vifit 
to  two  women  a  fulBcient  recompence  for 
giving  up  their  ufual  amufements  ;  and 
therefore  hunted   all  the  way  between 
their  houfe  and  ours,  which  feparated 
them    from   their   families,   who   came 
early,  to  (hew  their  defire  of  being  good 
neighbours.     Mrs.  Giles,  and  her  lifter 
Mrs.  Martha  Giles,  fat  next  me;  and 
the  former  being  of  a  communicative 
temper,  was  grown  fo  very  intimate  with 
me,  that,  when  the  gentlemen  came  in, 
flie  was  making  me  the  confidante  of  her 
political  fentiments,  beginning  by  an  en- 
quiry after  the  new  pamphlets  that  had 
been  lately  publilhed  :    for  that  the  na- 
tion was  now  in  fuch  imminent  danger 
of  lofing  it's  liberty,  that  me  could  not 
help  being  very  defirous  to  perufe  all  the 
fchemes  propofed  towards  redrefiing  the 
grievances  we  laboured  under ;  adding, 
that  an  additional  inducement  was  the 
hope  that  fome  of  them  might  convince 
her  lifter  into  how  many  errors  Ihe  was 
led  by  her  attachment  to  a  monarchical 
government,  which  entirely  blinded  her 
to  all  the  blefTmgs  of  a  republick.  '  Mifs, 
*  would  you  believe,1  continued  this  fe- 
male politician,  '  that  me  is  fo  ftrangely 
prejudiced,  as  to  deteft  the  character 
of  the  great,  the  glorious  Oliver  Crom- 
well, and  will  not  allow  there  is  any 
tolerable   reafoning,  or,  indeed,    any 
thing  but  impious  blafphemies,  in  the 
admirable  books  written  to  prove  that 
killing  a  tyrant  is  no  murder?    She 
grieves,  with  all  the  folemnity  of  afflic- 
tion, every  Thirtieth  of  January,  and 
is  as  inconfolable  as  if  the  perfon  me 
mod  loves  was  jutt  expired.     Then, 
Mil's,  me  is  proportionably  elated  on 
the   fatal   day   wherein   the    glorious 
thread   of  Cromwell's  life  was   cut; 
and,  old  and  afthmatical  as  you  fee 
her,  fings  and  dances  like  a  diftracted 
thing  :   nor  has  complaifance  enough 
to  me  to  conceal  the  leaft  part  of  her 
joy,  though  (he  knows  my  foul  is  then 
overwhelmed  with  forrow.    Never  be- 
lieve me,  Mifs,  if  her  room  is  not  hung 
round  with  the  picl'ires,  in  her  phrafe, 
of  the  bleffed  martyrs ;  and  yet  really, 
in  other  things,  filter  Giles 'is  a  good 
fort  of  a  woman :  and,  were  it  not  for 
thefe   prej-.uices,   which  me  has  im- 
bibed f-orr.  the  fervile  notions  of  thofe 
that  educated  her,  I  mould  have  been 
very  happy  in  her  friend/hip}    but, 


'  ignorant  of  the  charms  of  glorious  lt- 

'  berty,  me  is  as  little  able  to  bear  my 
'  more  extenfive  view  of  things,  as  I  am 

*  to  endure  her  narrownefs  of  mind.1 
Mr.  Giles,  it  feems,  knew  his  filter 

too  well  to  be  in  doubt  of  the  fubje£t  on 
which  he  faw  her  fo  very  loquacious, 
and  cried  out — '  What,  you're  teazing 
'  Mifs  with  your  politicks,  I  fuppoll-  ? 

*  What  the  devil  have  women  to  do  with 
'  the  nation  !   You  want  a  petticoat  go- 
'  vernment,  I  warrant?  Was  I  king,  I 
'  would  "make  an  univerfal  Salick  law, 
'  that  fhould  not  allow  you  the  goveru- 

*  ment  of  your  own  lap-dogs  !' 

'  Really,  brother,'  replied  Mrs.  Mar- 
tha, '  you  but  expofe  yourfelf  by  de- 
'  daring  your  averfion  to  the  molt  in- 
'  tereltingof  fubjecls.  However  meanly 
'  you  may  think  of  my  lex,  I  muft  in- 
'  form  you  that  my  views  are  nobler 
'  than  your's ;  and  if  you  are  contented 
'  to  move  in  no  higher  a  fphere  than  the 

*  dominion    over   your   liable  or  dog- 
'  kennel,  I  find  my  genius  leads  me  to 

*  reflect  on  the  belt  manners  of  ruling  a 
'  ftate :  I  cannot  help  being  anxious  to 

*  lee   how   things    are   ordered    at   the 
'  helm.' 

'  Hem!'  exclaimed  the  fquire.  'Steer 
'  your  family  ;  fee  if  you  ar«  pilot  enough 

*  to  guide  that  in  it's  proper  courfe!   Go 
'  to  your  diltaff,  the  proper  female  fcep- 
'  tre!    However  trifling  you  may  think 
'  the  command  of  my  dog -kennel,  I 
'  would  not  trult  you  with  the  govern  - 

*  ment  of  it,  though  1  had  not  Ib  valuable 
'  a  bitch  as  Mopfey,  who  deleaves  the 
'  care  of  the  gi'eateft  man  in  the  na- 
1  tion.' 

With  a  look  of  tlie  moft  fovereign 
contempt,  as  difdaining  to  return  an  an- 
fwer,  Ihe  turned  her  back  to  him,  and 
whifpered  me — '  This  is  always  his  way, 
Mil's:  would  it  not  provoke  a  f:;int? 
But  this  is  the  confequence  of  having 
an  ur.derftanding  more  cultivated  than 
the  illiterate  neighbourhood  one  has 
the  misfortune  to  be  born  in.  people  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  policies  of  na- 
tions. Their  pride  will  not  allow  one 
any  peace.  He  does  not  treat  filter 
Giles  with  any  more  ceremony;  and, 
between  you  and  me,  Mil's,  (but  o:,e 
would  not  have  thofe  things  repeated) 
me  once  refemed  this  behaviour  fo 
much,  that  they  were  going  to  pait 
upon  it,  and  me  and  I  were  to  have 
lived  together,  removing  to  fome  place 
where  we  might  have  converted  with 
L  2  « perfons 
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perfons  of  more  refined  underftand- 
ings.  But  while  they  were  bartering 
about  the  terms  of  a  feparate  mainte- 
nance, a  political  difpute  arofe  between 
her  and  niyfelf ;  which  convinced  me 
fo  fully  of  the  impoflibility  of  ever 
bringing  her  to  reaion  on  that  liibjccl, 
that  I  declared  againft  living  with  her ; 
and  a  reconciliation  between  them  en- 
fued.' 

I  know  not  when  my  political  friend 
wculd  have  done  talking,  had  fhe  not 
be;n  interrupted  by  Mrs.  Darking,  who 
came  up  to  me,  and  enquired  after  the 
reigning  divetfioris  in  London  ;  expref- 
llng  great  joy  at  feeing  one  who  was 
come  from  among  Chriftians,  and  com- 
palfionating  me  for  having  left  them  for 
a  land  of  brutes. 

Mrs.  Herner,  before  any  company 
came,  advifed  me,  on  no  account,  to  men- 
tion my  being  brought  thither  by  force ; 
but  to  pretend  that  a  defire  of  accom- 
panying her,  during  her  ftay  there,  was 
my  motive.  Though  I  was  fenfible  my 
talte  would  not  receive  much  honour 
from  this  concealment,  yet,  as  it  was  my 
intereft  not  to  offend  her,  and  I  perceived 
no  advantage  likely  to  accrue  from  re- 
fufing  to  coinpiy,  I  told  her  that,  as  far 
as  filence  would  give  my  detention  the 
air  of  choice,  I  had  no  objection ;  but 
(he  muft  excufemy  intimating  a  falmood, 
much  more  my  telling  a  palpable  un- 
t;-i<h.  I  now  found  me  took  this  office 
on  herfdf  5  for,  upon  hearing  Mrs.  Dai  k- 
ing's  condoiances,  (he  told  her  I  was  not 
worthy  of  her  pity,  fince  I  had  been  fo 
kind  as  to  give  her  my  company  from  the 
of  retiring  from  the  hurry  of  Lon- 
don. 

This  gave  Mr.  Darking  an  opportu- 
nity of  exultation,  crying  out — '  There's 
a  wife  young  woman,  now!  So  much 
wifdom  in  youth  is  marvellous  !  What 
a  happy  man  her  hxifband  will  be,  if 
man  i-.ge  does  not  alter  her  as  much  as 
it  did  my  fool ! — See,  Betty,  how  much 
a  betlerer  figure  that  yoimg  gentlewo- 
man makes  than  thee  do  with  all  thy 
whims,  thy  figaries,  and  nonfenfical 
fancies  and  whinings !' 
Mrs.  Darking  anfwered,  with  an  in- 
tloknt  air,  that  the  young  lady  would  be 
a  better  judge  of  her  own  tafte  when  me 
hul  live-.l  a  little  among  brutes;    with 
a    contemptuous   fmile  and   fignificant 
glance,  which  very  intelligibly  told  him 
he  was  fiojuricd  under  the  Jail  word  of 
her  fptccii. 


This  lady,  I  afterwards  learned,  hr.d 
been  bred  in  town  ;  where,  for  a  punifh- 
ment  of  his  fins,  Mr.  Darking  was  called 
by  a  law-luit,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
with  a  gentleman  who  had  hunted  and 
killed  a  hare  in  his  manor. 

Whi,le  he  was  in  London,  he  met  with 
this  lady,  who,  deftitnte  of  fortune,  lived 
with  a  maiden  aunt,  of  a  temper  by  no 
means  eafy,  and  whofe  fole  fupport  was 
an  annuity.  Thenecefiity  of  finding  fome 
more  certain  provifion,  made  her  omit 
no  endeavours  to  pleaie  ;  and  fo  general 
were  her  views,  that  her  ibntimcnts  chang- 
ed with  every  unmarried  man's  opinion  j 
whatever  he  feemed  to  like  (he  immedi- 
ately became. 

This  conformable  difpofition  led  her 
to  declare  a  deteftaticm  of  a  town  -  life, 
whenever  Mr.  Darking  was  in  company; 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  did  (lie  expatiate  on 
the  fweet- innocence  and  tranquil  regu- 
larity enjoyed  in  the  country,  that  he  was 
convinced  her  conformity  to  the  gaieties 
of  London  was  a  painful  necefTity,  from 
which  me  fighed  to  be  delivered.  He  had 
been  a  good  deal  captivated  by  her  beauty, 
from  the  firft  time  he  had  feen  her ;  and 
this  amiable  difpofition  compleated  her 
conqueft.  But  ftill,  warily  determined 
to  be  certain  of  the  happinefs  which,  he 
was  inclined  to  think,  mutt  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  pprTefiirig  fuch  a  wife,  he 
examined  into  her  knowledge  of  family- 
affairs  ;  and  was  charmed  to  hear  her  talk 
of  the  infpefting  a  dairy,  and  the  well- 
ordering  a  family,  as  the  greatelt  plea- 
fures  in  life,  and  as  things  in  which  (he 
was  well  (killed.  All  his  doubts  being 
difpelled,  he  ventured  to  make  his  pro- 
pofals;  and,  through  mere  ceconomy, 
overlooked  her  want  of  fortune.  He  had 
been  early  taught  that  wholefcme  precept, 
that '  a  penny  laved,  is  a  penny  got ;'  and, 
learnedly  arguing  on  that  principle,  con- 
vinced himfelf  that  fo  good  a  houfewife 
was  the  beft  treafure,  fince  no  extraordi- 
nary fettlemenrs  were  demanded  in  con- 
fideration  of  a  woman's  virtues;  and 
therefore  his  eftate  would  not  be  tied  up 
as  if  he  married  a  great  fortune:  and 
from  hence  he  drew  a  conclufion  in  her 
favour,  that  '  money  faved,  was  money 
*  got.' 

Mr.  Darking  was  not  made  to  wnit 
long  for  the  lady's  confent.  They  had 
proverbs  on  their  fide,  as  much  in  recom- 
mendation of  a  fpecdy  marriage  as  he 
•had.  There  was  no  text  on  which  the 
old  aunt  was  more  eloquent,  than  thnt 
'  Delays 
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*  Delays  are  dangerous.'—'  Thofe  that 
'  will   not  when  they  may,'  &c.   &c. 

*  A  bird  in  the   hand  is  worth  two  in 

*  the  bufh;'  and  fome  others  to  that  pur- 
pofe :  mortifying   experience  having  fo 
fully  convinced  her  of  the  juftnefs  of 
them,    that   flie  rivalled  the   renowned 
Sancho  Panza  in  retailing  of  proverbs. 
As  foon  as  Mr.  Darking  was  married, 
he  conducted  his  bride  to  the  country  for 
which  he  had  fighed  ;  where  he  found 
that  reflection  is  ic  infallible  a  iburce  of 
wifdom,  that  he   might  have  acquired 
fome  from   his  favourite   amufements, 
which  would  have  taught  him,  that  the 
fowler  never  fpreads  the  nets  after  having 
caught  the    birds.     All  the  fnares  flie 
laid  for  him  appeared  henceforward  ufe- 
lefs :  art  was  now  difclaimed  ;  flie  freely 
mewed  her  diflike  of  eveiy  thing  me  had 
declared  herfelf  fond  of,  laughed  at  his 
friends,  defpifed  his  neighbours,  detefted 
country  entertainments,  never  thought  of 
ceconomy,  but  to  fliew  me  fcorned  fuch 
trifles  and  low  offices;  and  grew  vapoured 
and  peevifli. 

Mr.  Darking  was  not  fo  blinded  by 
love,  but  that  he  grew  outrageous  at  this 
difappointment ;  for  however  blind  Cu- 
pid may  be  represented,  the  hymeneal 
torch  lights  him  fo  well,  as  to  render  him 
admirably  quick-fighted  to  the  faults  of 
a  wedded  mate.  Cupid,  as  your  lady- 
fliip  muft  have  perceived,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  before  he  becomes  linked  with 
Hymen,  is  generally  as  different  from 
what  he  is  after  that  union,  as  a  bee  and 
a  ferpent.  In  the  firft  ftate,  his  whole 
application  is  to  gather  fweets  from  every 
thing;  there  is  not  a  circumrlarice  but 
he  can  make  to  produce  fomething  va- 
luable; but  after  this  melancholy  change, 
he  as  induftrioufly  collects  poifon,  and 
in  the  fmallelt  trifles  can  difcover  baleful 
qualities.  If  I  was  to  undergo  a  meta- 
morphofis,  it  mould  be  of  a  bee  into  a 
ferpent,  as  an  allegorical  defcription  of 
the  transformation  of  a  lover  into  a  huf- 
band  j  a  more  difmal  change  than  that 
of  the  induftrious  Arachne  into  a  ipider, 
the  melancholy  Philomela  into  a  plain- 
tive nightingale,  or  any  other  that  Ovid 
celebrates.  But  to  put  an  end  to  a 
digrefilon  which  no  one  from  her  own 
fate  has  fo  little  reafon  to  make  as  my- 
felf,  I  mall  return  to  this  ill-matched 
pair. 

As  Mr.  Darking  was  not  blefled  with 
delicacy  of  voice  or  manner,  his  rage 


broke  forth  into  founds  fo  harm,  and 
geftures  fo  alarming,  as  greatly1  terrified 
the  gentle  lady,  and  made  her  determine 
to  endeavour  to  comply  with  his  incli- 
nations. But,  during  the  trial,  his  dairy 
was  fpoiled  through  negleft  and  igno- 
rance, his  family  and  vihtors  half-itarv- 
ed ;  for  which  he  received  no  other  apo- 
logy, than  how  mould  me  guel's  that  the 
vulgar  robuft  animals  would  devour 
whole  hecatombs ;  and  all  reirularity 
baniflied  from  his  houfe ;  the  order  for 
dinner  being  often  forgot  till  the  time  it 
fliould  have  been  ready.  He  tried  to 
make  her  ufeful  by  the  lame  means  as  he 
had  brought  her  to  attempt  to  obey  him; 
but  finding  it  eafier  to  fright  than  to  alter 
her,  he  gave  her  up  as  incorrigible  ;  de- 
firing  her  to  refign  the  management  of 
his  houfe,  and  keep  within  the  confines 
of  her  own  apartment. 

Not  long  after  this  Mrs.  Darking 
proved  with  child;  which  reitored  her  to 
her  hufuand's  favour,  as  it  mewed  her 
of  fome  ufe.  She  perceived  by  his  be- 
haviour how  much  he  was  iijterefted  in 
the  fate  of  the  unborn  babe,  and  there- 
fore made  it  the  means  of  acquiring 
fome  indulgences  which  otherwife  would 
nothave  been  granted  to  her.  She  daily 
encroached  on  the  liberties  thus  obtain- 
ed, till  at  laft  flie  ventured  to  exprefs  a 
longing  to  lie-in  in  London,  which,  if 
difappointed,  flie  feared  might  prove 
fatal  to  the  child.  Mr.  Darking  would 
have  been  truly  alarmed,  had  he  believed 
it  could  be  marked  with  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  any  party  of  a  town  lie  Ib  much 
hated;  but  never  having  heard  of  that 
effecl  from  any  fuch  longing,  he  refufed 
to  comply,  fwearing  that  no  child  of  his 
fliould  breathe  that  pernicious  air :  he 
had  fuffercci  enough  by  going  thither, 
to  make  him  careful  to  be  the  laft  of  his 
family  who  fliould  ever  run  themfelves 
into  any  fuch  fcrape.  But  finding  his 
lady  fickened,  from  the  fteadipefs  with 
which  he  had  adhered  to  this  refolution, 
he  began  to  be  under  fome  apprehcn- 
fions  for  the  confcquences;  .fo  that,  to 
make  her  caller,  he  promifed  to  carry  her 
there  as  foon  as  (he  vvn.s  recovered  from 
her  lying-in.  This  aflarnnce  kept  up 
her  fpirits  fo  well,  that  k  enabled  her  to 
bring  into  the  world  a  fine  boy,  who 
was  joyfully  received  by  his  father;  but 
the  journey  to  London  expired  at  the 
child's  birth.  It  was  a  promife  Mr. 
Darking  never  meant  to' keep,  nor  could 
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he  be  injured  ro  perform  it  by  her  fall- 
ing ill  on  the  dilhpr-ointment  ;  her  health 
was  no  longer  of  importance.  * 

She  had  ievercl  more  children ;  but 
found  that  her  pregnancy  was  not. to 
meet  with  the  lame  indulgences  after  the 
valuable  heir-apparent  was  born.  Air. 
Darking  had  the  children  brought  up 
wild.  Though  the  two  youngeft  were 
daughters,  yet  he  would  not  permit  a 
niaid-fervantto  come  near  them,  except 
njft  to  put  on  their  cloaths.  The  great- 
eft  part  of  their  time  was  fpcnt  in  the 
frables,  and  the  ftable-boys  were  their 
play- fellows. 

The  poor  wife,  who  was  in  the  con- 
trary extreme,  being  the  excefs  of  deli- 
cacy, and  thought  a  girl  ought  not  to  fet 
eyes  even"  on  a  baby  that  was  not  of  the 
feminine  gendtr,  looked  on  compliance 
in  this  point  as  criminal ;  from'  which 
arofe  a  never- ceafing  coriteft  between  her 
and  her  hatband,  whereby  the  children 
were  the  innocent  iufferers.  Each  or- 
dered them  to  rebel  againft  the  com- 
mands of  the  other :  fhe  chaftifed  them 
if  they  obeyed  their  father ;  and  he,  as 
he  called  it,  trounced  them  if  they  com- 
plied with  their  mother  \  till  by  the  doa- 
ble application  of  that  great  inftruclor 
the  rod,  they  foon  grew  fo  exceeding  wife, 
as  to  defpifeboth  their  parents,  learning 
from  each  the  other's  foibles  and  errors, 
much  fooner  than  their  own  tinderltand- 
JBgs  could  have  difcovered  them. 

Mrs.  Rumford,  the  only  lady  that 
now  remains  ur.nienticned,  was  much 
better  1'uited  to  her  iituation.  Nature 
learned  to  have  formed  her  for  the  care 
of  her  houfe  and  dairy;  and  had  not 
Mr.  Rumford  declared  her  to  be  the 
wife  of  his  bolbm,  onemi^ht  have  taken 
her  for  his  cook  or  his  dairy-maid; 
though  poetry  has  been  fo  much  the 
friend  of  the  latter  clafs,  thr.t  to  have 
gueiTed  her  one  woulchave  been  no  linall 
compliment.  She  was  as  much  charmed 
with  my  luprrofcd  love  of  the  country  as 
Mr.  Darking.  and  was  vtry  eloquent  in 
hehalf  of  the  pleafurts  of  dcmeftick  bu- 
fmHs.  My  regard  for  truth  would  fcarce- 
Jy  1'ufFer  me  to  receive  the  praiies  given 
me  with  fo  little  reafon ;  and  I  believe  I 
fhould  not  have  permitted  them  to  conti- 
nue in  their  error,  could  I  have  pre- 
vailed on  myfelf  to  have  expoled  any  one 
tofo  miu'h  contempt  as  I  imagined  Mrs. 
Herner  muft  have  incurred  from  being 
convicted  of  telling  a  vo!ui.Ury 


CHAP.     IV. 

AVeiy  confiderable  part  of  the  com- 
pany yet  remains  unmentionedj 
though,  perhaps,  were  the  men  todireft, 
I  might  have  given  them  the  precedency. 
Thefe  were  the  Iquires  faithful  compa- 
nions, their  dogs,  who  followed  them 
into  the  room,  which  they  entered  with 
a  loud  cry  of  '  Halloo!  halloo !'  that  at 
firft  greatly  alarmed  me ;  but  feeing  no 
emotion  in  the  countenance  of  any  other 
•perfon  in  company,  and  finding  Mrs. 
Martha  did  not  luipend  her  cares  for  the 
nation,  I  was  fenfible  my  fears  muit  be 
groundless.  Mrs.  Herner  kr.ew  too 
well  the  regard  due  to  thefe  dogs  to  ex- 
pel them  her  dining-room ;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was  it's  being  fo  filled 
with  them,that  there  was  no  moving  with- 
out treading  upon  one,  falling  over  ano- 
ther, and  making  confufion  among  them 
all,  they  fnarling  and  growling  at  every 
one  who  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  tread  on 
them  ;  while  the  fquires,  to  increafe  the 
clamour,  cried  out — '  Ware,  Heclor! 
'  ware,  Juno  !'  according  to  the  names 
of  tilt  dogs  in  danger. 

Dinner  at  laft  appeared.  At  the  fight 
of  a  firkin  of  beef,  the  fquires  fet  up 
what  I  found  they  called  the  dead  hal- 
loo, and  cried  out — *  Tc-un,  boys,  to-« 
'  _un  !  The  belt  bead  in  Chriftendom, 
*  though  he  would  give  but  a  fcurvy 
'  chace;*  and  while  the  ladies  were  ce- 
remonioufly  adjufting  the  important  arti- 
cle of  place,  fat  theinfelves  at  the  table, 
o'oferving  that  the  firlt  cut  of  a  iirloin  of 
beef  was  better  than  the  fined  compli- 
ments in  the  world.  As  foon  as  dinner 
was  ended,  the  chace  was  celebrated,  the 
ftr.g:  once  more  run  down,  all  it's  arts 
forefcape  remembered,  the  victory  ofthe 
dogs  fung  in  fongs  of  triumph,  every 
viftor  receiving  his  diftinft  praifes  and 
careffes.  When  the  (lag  was  killcJ  in 
ftory  as  well  as  in  faft,  and  all  the  ; 
on  the  fubieft  had  been  f'.'ng  with  voict  i 
that  equalled  the  hoarfe  tiiunder,  one  of 
the  gentlemen  whifpered  another — '  Let's 
'  roaft  the  parfon;'  to  which  his  neigh- 
bour replied,  fealinghis  approbation  with 
an  o.nh — '  I  will  begin  to  run  the  rig  on 
'  him.'  And  accordingly  much  imper- 
tinence was  applied  to  Mr.  South  by  . 
way  of  wit,  whichhe  received  wit':, 
ia'enfibility,  or.ly  giving  them  t\> 
three  very  cutting  aniwcrs  in  return  ; 
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is  wit  being  too  refined,  and  too 
iuil  to  be  comprehended  by  them,  Mrs. 
Herner,  who  I  began  to  perceive  was 
more  than  commonly  affe&ed  with  Mr. 
South' s  merit,  thought  it  time  to  retire, 
afking  him  to  drink  tea  with  us.  He 
readily  coniented",  and  riling  from  table 
with  us,  they  cried  out — '  Fine  parlbn, 

*  efaith!    Always  ftick  by  the  women. 
'Nay,   thou   haft   a  good  talte;    me's 
f  woith  a   chnce:    but  take  care  thee 

*  does  not  catch  a  tartar,'  added  Mr. 
Barking.     Every  one  underftood  me  to 
be  the  perfon  hinted  at  in  this  fpeech, 
which  rendered  me  the  more  glad  to  leave 
thefe  ungentlemap-like  gentlemen.     As 
foon  as  we  were  out  of  the  room,  they 
fet  up  another  halloo,  crying; — '  Clear ! 
1  clear!'  which  informed  us  that  they 
were   not  lei's  rejoiced   at  our  abfence, 
than  we  were  at  having  got  rid  of  fuch 
irrational  Ibciety. 

Mr.  South  told  me  that  we  had  judged 
very  well  in  retiring  ib  loon ;  for  the  next 
ftep  towards  driving  us  out  of  the  room, 
Would  have  been  their  entering  into  fuch 
difcourfe  as  no  wdmen  of  modelty  could 
without  great  impropriety  fit  to  hear. 
This  greatly  aftonifhed  me:  I  did  not 
fufpecl  any  perfon  of  fuch  brutality.  I 
thought  politenefs  was  not  requiiite  to 
teach  people  decency;  common  fenfe 
alone,  I  imagined,  might  fhew  that  it  was 
brutal  to  fay  what  any  one  ought  net  to 
hear.  But  more  ftill  have  I  been  fmce 
furprized  at  finding  this  vice,  for  I  can- 
not give  a  breach  of  fo  amiable  a  virtue  as 
modeity  a  gentler  name,  was  too  com- 
mon in  circles  that  call  themfelves  polite; 
but  furely  without  reafon,  Imce  nothing 
can  be  fo  contrary  to  politenefs  as  an  of- 
fence againft  decency.  Our  vifitors  did 
not  leave  us  till  the  gentlemen  were  fo 
far  overpowered  by  the  potency  of  Mrs. 
Herner' s  a;ood  October,  that  they  were 
with  difficulty  fet  upon  their  horfes  ;  but 
thofe  animals;  much  fuperior  to  the 
brutes  that  rode  them,  conveyed  their 
unworthy  loads  fafe  home. 

Your  ladymip,  perhaps,  by  this  time, 
may  find  it  eafy  to  be  tired  of  fuch  com- 
pany; therefore  will  not  wonder  if  I  did 
jiotwimthcm  to  repeat  their  vifits  often, 
as,  when  they  ceafed  to  be  new,  they  mull 
become  more  dull  than  folitude. 

After  a  month  fpent  in  this  old  caftle, 
I  began  to  grow  impatient  of  confine- 
ment, and  almoft  to  defpair  of  making 
my  efcaps ;  but  my  uneafinefs  was  ftiil 
greatly  increafed  one  morning,  by  Mrs. 


Herner's  mewing  me  a  letter  from  tlis 
marchionefs;  in  which  fhe  related  to  her, 
as  me  termed,  the  happy  confequer.ee  of 
removing  me  out  of  Lord  Dorcheltcr's 
fight.  She  there  informed  her,  that  he 
looked  melancholy  for  a  few  days  aft«r 
rny  departure,  but  foon  began  by  degrees 
to  recover  his  gaiety,  and  with  it  his  in- 
clination towards  her.  Convinced  by 
experience  how  little  he  liked  rcferve  in  a. 
woman  he  loved,  (lie  had  not  endeavour- 
ed to  conceal  the  fentimcnts  of  her  heart ; 
and  they  fo  well  agreed  with  his,  that  in 
a  few  days  they  were  to  be  married, 
waiting  only  for  the  neceflary  prepara- 
tions. She  then  proceeded  to  fay,  that  flie 
was  no  longer  under  any  uneafmefs  con- 
cerning me,  a  thoufand  instances  having 
allured  he?  that  Lord  Dorchelter  was  be- 
come totally  indifferent  towards  my  future 
fate,  arid  had  even  exprefled  himfelf  ghul 
that  he  was  delivered,  he  knew  not  how, 
of  one  who  began  to  grow  burdenfome 
to  him.  But  yet,  as  me  pitied  my  youth, 
and  was  fenfible  how  hard  it  mult  be  for 
an  unexperienced  girl  to  refift  fuch  a  man 
as  Lord  Dorcheirer,  it  grieved  her  heart, 
too  full  of  the  milk  of  human-kindnefs, 
.to  think  I  fhould  be  left  quite  deltitute 
of  a  fubfiftei-.ee;  expcfed  to  the  'wide 
nvcrld,  and  all  it's  villainy,  which  might 
lead  me  into  cowrfes  that  v/ov.ld  prove  the 
dettmilicn  of  my  precious  foul.  She 
therefore  could  not  forbear  giving  way  to* 
the  overflowings  of  her  humanity,  gene- 
rofity,  and  compafflsn,  in  offering  me  th« 
fame  income  which  fhe  had  tendered  me 
before  I  left  London,  if  I  would  bind 
inyfelf,  by  a  lawful-  contrail,  to  relin- 
quifh  it  if  I  came  within  forty  miles  of 
London,  or  of  his  lord/hip's  ccuntry- 
feat;  for  though  Ihe  Was  no  longer  iea- 
lous,  yet  ihe  could  not  bear  to  fee  Lord 
Dorchefter's  happinefs  interrupted  hy  th.; 
whining  complaints  or  reproaches  of  a 
v.'cr.Kiu  who  would  call  herfelf  ruined  by 
him,  though  her  own  frailty  was  molt  in 
fault. 

The  Ihock  this  letter  gave  me  was  at 
firft  inexpreflible  ;  I  coul.l  no;  l\n>p.nt 
the  very  found  of  Lord  Dorchefter's  in- 
difference. I  knew  not  how  to  believe 
he  was  weary  of  me  :  I  thought  no  one 
could  difi'emble  fo  well  ;  for  he  had  np- 
p.-ixtd  more  fond  of  me,  more  d< - '! 
with  me  thnn  ever,  but  j-'li  before  tlii-, 
c/fc.-I  feparation.  My  nr-nd  was  in  toa 
great  an  agitation  to  return  Mrs.  JImier 
any  anfwer.  Shei'-erre  i  to  pitv  me,  for 
my  diltrefs  was  very-v'diKle;  and 
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have  beflowed  upon  me  a  leflure  on  pa- 
tience and  refignation,  had  me  been  al- 
lowed the  liberty  of  fpeech  ;  but,  after  a 
very  eloquent  beginning,  (lie  was  flopped 
fliort  by  recollecting  the  marchionels's 
prohibition,  and  obferved  her  companion 
had  led  her  into  forgetful nefs. 

I  was  never  Ib  well  pleafed  with  Lady 
Tretite's  commands  as  on  this  occalion. 
A  perfon  who  is  deeply  afflicted  can  but 
ill  bear  the  dull  infipid  nonfenfe  of  an 
inlenuble  preacher ;  when  the heartfpeaks 
loudly,  who  can  liften  to  a  dilcourfe  dic- 
tated by  a  cold  imagination!  I  prevailed 
on  Mrs .  Herner  to  give  me  Lady  Trente's 
letter ;  and  after  having  renewed  the  firft 
agonies  of  my  grief  by  a  fecor.vl  perufal, 
a  plentiful  flood  of  tears -came  to  my  re- 
lief, and  fo  far  quieted  my  mind,  that  I 
began  to  di  (cover  reafons  to  fufpeft  the 
truth,  of  this  account.  I  was  little  dif- 
pcfed  to  believe  the  marchionefs  was  fo 
very  full  of  the  milk  of  human  kindncfi 
as  (lie  pretended,  or  that  one  who  had  fo 
little  conlideration  for  the  eafeof  my  bo- 
dy, and  the  peace  of  my  mind  in  this 
world,  could  have  fo  tender  a  regard 
for  my  foul,  and  my  happinefs  in  the 
next.  The  deiire  of  buying  my  ableiice 
from  Lord  Dorchefter  was  a  fufpicious 
circumstance;  and  I  thought  this  all 
might  be  a  fiction  formed  on  a  fuppoii- 
tion  that  my  aim  was  to  marry  my  lord, 
and  therefore  I  might  the  more  readily 
comply  with  her  propofals,  if  I  could  be 
peduaded  all  poflibility  of  the  comple- 
tion of  my  hopes  were  at  an  end. 

This  Icheme,  like  all  others  that  are 
built  onfulfe  foundations,  could  not  an- 
fwer  the  intent.  My  views  were  nar- 
rower and  more  humble.  I  thought  not 
of  marriage:  to  preferve  his  fiiendihip, 
and  enjoy  his  couveriation,  was  the  ut- 
moft  extent  of  my  ambition  ;  and  this  I 
flattered  myielf  1  might  do  mould  ano- 
ther woman  become  his  wife.  But  I 
muft  in  fmcerity  confefs  that  the  notion 
of  his  marrying  was  moft  tormenting  to 
me.  To  be  his  friend,  while  no  one  had 
a  ftronger  tic  on  his  atftclions,  (atisfied 
my  \vifhes  ;  .but  if  he  had  a  wife,  I  WHS 
fenfiblt:  _I  ought  to  relign  even  the  defire 
of  retaining  the  firlt  place  in  his  heart. 
This  was  a  felf-denial  that  required  a 
ftronper  mind,  or  weaker  atfcftion,  than 
Ipoflefled. 

The  declining  ftate  of  my  health  would 
have  rendered  me  little  able  to  fupport  the 
anxiety  of  my  mind,  had  not  the  hop;  •; 
I  conceived  that  the  wlwle  was  a  fiction 


proved  a  moft  reviving  cordial  to  my  fpj- 
rits.  This  reftored  me  to  life,  thougk 
not  to  eale ;  but  ray  fears  and  doubts 
made  me  more  grieved  than  ever  at  my 
captivity;  and,  as  my  impatience  for  the 
means  of  efcaping  from  this  prifon  was 
increafed,  it  was  mortifying  to  me  to 
gue  an  anfwer  to  the  marchionefs's  pro- 
pofals, which  would  rather  quicken  than 
relax  Mrs.  Herner' s  watchfulnefs.  This 
I  knew  muft  be  the  confequence  of  a 
refufal;  but,  obliged  to  declare  myielf, 
what  could  I  do  ?  My  defire  of  liberty 
infpired  me  with  courage  enough  to  dare 
any  thing  but  a  violation  of  truth:  there 
I  was  ftill  a  coward  j  for  I  could  not 
think  myfelf  juftified  in  repelling  wicked  - 
nefs  by  wickednefs.  The  falfliood  of 
others  could  not  be  a  fanclion  for  it  in 
me. 

Mrs.  Herner  at  laft  broke  through  her 
vow  of  lilence,  in  order  to  ufe  all  the  ar- 
guments her  underftanding  could  fuggeft, 
and  her  inclination  ftrengthen,  to  peri'ua  Je 
me  to  accept  the  conditions  offered  me. 
The  gaoler,  in  this  cafe,  led  as  melan- 
choly a  life  as  the  prifoner ;  and  me  long- 
ed almoft  as  much  to  be  difmifled  from 
her  charge,  as  I  did  to  be  out  of  her  power. 
The  poor  woman  was  half  dead  of  the 
vapours;  and,  I  believe,  would  not  have 
furvived  it,  had  not  Mr.  South' s  com- 
pany afforded  her  relief:  for,  whenever 
he  appeared,  flie  was  as  happy  as  envy 
of  the  particular  attention  he  paid  to  me 
could  i'uffer  her  to  be;  and,  though  I 
would  not,in  general,  recommend  jealoufy 
as  very  conducive  to  mental  or  bodily 
health,  yet  it  certainly  would  be  of  great 
fervice  'in  a  fituation  that  Magnates  the 
blood,  without  fome  fuch  animating paf- 
iiem  to  continue  it's  circulation. 

I  could  not  but  confefs,  it  was  pity 
that  one  who  fpoke  fo  well  mould  ever 
l'j>eak  in  vain:  but  what  fuccefs  could 
attend  if,  had  flic  been  endowed  with  the 
molt  perfuafive  eloquence?  An  orator 
places  his  hopes  in  moving  our  paflions; 
and  to  make  them  ot  his  party  is  his  lole 
aim:  it  is  no  affront,  therefore,  to  her  rhe- 
torkk,  that  it  mould  fail,  when  itwasdi- 
re£ted  againft  the  mod  invincible  paflion. 
After  the  good  won. an  had  talked  her- 
Iclf  hoarfe,  I  repeated  what  I  had  firft. 
told  her,  that  no  orFers  could  tempt  me 
to  fell  Lord  Dorchefter 's  friendship}  but, 
if  I  "'us  permitted  to  judge  for  myielf, 
and  found  him  in  reality  as  n.u:, 
ns  the  marchioncfs  rsprefentcd  him,  I 
(hculd  fly  far  enough  from  one  whole  in- 
coiiltancy 
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coafiaacy  mud  render  the  fight  of  him 
painful,  without  putting  her  to  any  ex- 
pcnce. 

I  thought  her  lady/hip  in  a  great  error, 
when  (he  fuppofed  poverty  might  prove 
fo  dangerous  to  the  ftate  of  my  foul:  I 
did  not  comprehend  her  meaning;  and,  as 
far  as  I  had  been  able  to  obferve,  luxury 
led  people  into  more  vices  than  necemty. 
Experience  had  then  (hewn  me,  that— - 

'  The  devil  grown  wifer  than  of  yore, 
'  Tempts  men  by  making  rich,  not  poor.' 

I  was  under  no  apprehenfion  that  want 
of  virtue  could  be  the  confequence  of 
want  of  money;  and  therefore  faw  no 
fuffident  inducement  to  accept  any  from 
one  who  had  fo  cruelly  injured  me. 


CHAP.    V. 

MR.  South  had  omitted  writing  to 
us  for  more  days  than  ufual,  hav- 
ing, as  we  learned,  been  prevented  by  a 
friend,  who  had  fpent  a  little  time  with 
him:  but,  during  this  increafe  of  my 
anxiety,  he  came  one  morning  to  hreak- 
fa.ll.  His  particular  enquiries  after  my 
health  (hewed  me  that  he  perceived  an 
alteration  in  it.  The  day  being  fine,  we 
went  together  into  the  garden,  where 
we  had  not  walked  long,  when  he  inti- 
mated a  defire  tofpeak  with  Mrs.  Herner 
alone.  His  countenance  had  (hewn  con- 
fufion;  his  thoughts  wandered;  and  his 
converfation  had  been  ftrained  and  un- 
connefted  from  the  time  of  his  firil  com- 
ing in.  I  pitied  him,  from  the  belief  that 
he  laboured  under  fome  unealinefs;  and 
pains  of  the  mind  could  not  then  fail  of 
exciting  my  compaflion.  I  was  now  more 
convinced  that  he  had  fome  diftrefs  to  im- 
part; and,  having  heard  him  whifper  his 
requell  for  a  private  audience,  I  walked 
from  them;  and,  thinking  myfelf  at  a 
fufficient  diftance,  fat  down  at  the  bottom 
ef  an  old  yew-tree,  which  time  had  ren- 
dered hollow,  and  frequently  ierved  me 
for  a  well-fheltcred  feat. 

But,  as  the  god  of  laughter  would  have 
it,  Mrs.  Herner  brought  her  gentleman 
to  a  bench  full  in  my  view.  1  obferved 
her  eyes  rather  twinkling  than  fparkling; 
every  feature  wore  a  finile;  and  (he  had 
pulled  up  her  head  till  flic  was  as  upright 
as  a  May -pole. 

After  they  were  feated,  and  (he  had 
bluihed,  drawn  down  her  handkerchief, 


ftroaked  her  ruffles,  pinched  her  apron, 
and  played  over  all  the  pretty  airs  of  con- 
fufion,  finding  he  did  not  break  lilence, 
(lie,  as  I  could  perceive,  with  great  heii- 
tauon  and  difficulty,  enquired  his  reafon 
for  defiring  this  interview:    her  words 
were  breathed  in  a  voice  too  gentle  for  me 
to  hear;  but  her  manner  explained  them. 
Mr.  South  did  not  feem  to  ipeak  witli 
more  facility,  nor  in  a  found  more  audi- 
ble: I  could  not  divine  his  meaning;  but 
faw  him  confounded,  and  in  a  tremor; 
however,  the  fir  ft  effort  pafTed,  he  grew 
more  eafy ;  but,  in  proportion  as  his  coun-> 
tenance  exprefled  greater  pleafure,  hcr's 
fhewedlefs.    His  eyes  petitioned;  bm,  as 
his  became  more  tender  and  humble, 
her's  (hot  forth  fiercer  rays ;  her  cheeks 
glowed  with  a  higher  red;  and,  lofing  nil 
that  fweet  complacency  of  feature  with 
which  (he  at  firlt  likened  to  him,  ihe  role 
from  he>-  feat;  and,  anger  giving  ftrenjitii 
to  her  voice,  I  could  very  diftinctly  hear 
her  thus  addrefshim  ••  '  Is  this  the  mighty 
fecret  for  which  you  wanted  the  private 
audience  ?   You  did  well  indeed,  to  de- 
fire  it  in  private:  fuch  an  abject  thought 
mould  be  known  by  as  few  as  poffiblc. 
In  love,  in  fo  fhort  a  time !  and  with  a 
baby  face,  a  little  white  and  red,  and 
perhaps  fome  pretty  features !  A  child, 
not  able  to  know  the  duties  incumbent 
on  a  wife,  and  the  mifcrefs  of  a  houfe! 
To  marry  her  would  difgrace  your  fa- 
mily, contaminate  your  profeflion,  dif- 
honour  your  cloth,  and  bring  certain 
ruin  on  yourfelf.     Such  wilful  blind- 
nefs  deferves  not  a  guide;  but  I  will  be 
one  to  you,  and  preferve  you  from  the 
perdition  you  court.'     Mr.  South  in- 
terrupted her  at  this  expreflion  of  un- 
wifhed-for  regard :  I  could  not  diftingui/h 
his  words;  but  he  had  the  air  of  a  molt 
melancholy  and  humble  fuppliant,  which 
prtn'ed  unavailing;    for   Mrs.   Herner 
again  broke  forth — '  Fye,  fye!  is  it  feemly 
for  one  whofe  exam  4e  and  preaching 
mould  teach  the  world  to  mortify  and 
deny  themfclves,  not  to  overcome  their 
pnflions?  Is  it  decent  for  f-rh  a  one, 
to  chui'e  a  wife  for  a  little  nanutory 
beauty  ?    What  will  people  fay,  when 
you  are  exhorting  them  to  abftinence; 
but,  that  after  having  provided  every 
gratification  for  yourfelf;  after,  indeed, 
abftaining  from  all  that  is  lefs  tempt- 
ing, and  thinking  it  virtue  ;  you  tri- 
umph over  them  who  praclife  lefsfelf- 
inclul^ence,  though,  perhaps, more  law- 
fully ?  Does  not  your  profeflion  tench 
M  «  you 
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you  to  fearch  after  more  foM'me  beau- 

ties, thole  of  the  mind  ?  Moral  charms 

alone  mould  be  regarded  by  aminifter 

of  our  facred  religion.     Has  not  the 

wife  Solomon  told  you,  that  Favour 

is  deceitful,  and  beaut?  is  -vain;  but 

the  ivomau  that  fearith  the  Lord.Jhe 

fiallbepraifid?  Does  he  not  lay,  that 

The  price  of  a  'virtuous   'woman  is 

abwe  rubies?     Such  you  might  have 

found,*   fofteninsf   her    voice;   '  you 

might  have  met  with  women  who  have 

been  tried  in  the  world,  like  gold  in  the 

fire;  and  pafled  through  it  unfullied  ; 

whole  minds  are  formed  by  a  compe- 

tence of  years,  and  their  hearts  purified 

by  knowledge  and  care  ;  who  have  been 

taught,   by  experience,  to  value  true 

merit  ;'  (carting  glances  at  him,  which 

he  defigned  mould  be  languishing,  but 

eemed  more  exprcdive  of  fttipidity)  '  one 

qualified  to  be  friend,  companion,  help- 

mate; one  who  would  nurfe  you  wh«n 

fick,  obey  you  when  well,  and  live  up 

to  a  true  feufe  of  her  duty;  and  ail 

this  with  rank  and  family,  that  would 

not  have  debafed  you  in  the  eyes  of  the 

world.     This,  I  lay,  you  might  have 

found.'   And  here  me  Hopped,  as  if  to 

fee  whether  a  defcription  me  meant  for 

her  own  piflure  would  warm  him  to  any 

kind  thoughts  of  the  original;  but  he, 

withfomcindignajtioniuhisco-jr.tenance, 

anfwered  —  '  I  think  I  have  found  it  all  in 

your  friend  :  I  have  too  much  faith  in 

phyfiognomy  to  doubt  it;   her's  ex- 

prefles  every  thing  that  is  amiable,  in 

the  moft  legible  and  charming  charac- 

ters.' —  '  I  fee  what  you  are,'  inter- 

rupted Mrs.  Herner,  with  a  voice  Hill 

oudcr  than  before  :  '  the  man  gets  the 

betterof  your  divine  foul.  Wemaynow 

no  longer  wonder,  that  the  fheep  wan- 

der out  of  the  right  path,  fmcc  the  mep- 

herd  himfelf  goes  aftray  :  and,  though 

obliged  to  purify  human  nature,  is  fink- 

ing to  the  brute;  and  not  only  with- 

drawing  himfelf  from  his  obedience  to 

religion,  but  even  to  reafon.     While 

you  are  thus  a  flave  to  your  appetites,' 

ontinued  (he,  '  you  are  btlo\v  the  beaits 

of  the  field;  and,  as  fuch,  not  fit  com- 

pany for  me:  but  I  mall  take  care  to 

lead  temptation  out  of  your  way,  lincc 

you  have  not  ftifficiency  of  virtue  to  re- 

;ift  it.     You  (hall   no  more  fee  this 

painted  baby,  this  fleshly  idol,  now  the 

i'c.le  object  of  your  devotion.'    With 

this  menace  me  left  him;  nor  <»d  heen- 

tleavour  tu  detain  herj  but  fecmed  all 

amazement. 


I  fat  ftill,  in  hopes  of  remaining  trrfcrfj- 
ferved.  I  fufpected  myfelf  to  be  meant 
under  the  Hattuing  appellation  of  Painted 
Baby,  that  pernicious  evil  me  had  been 
describing;  and  had  no  defire  to  reverfe 
her  lentence,  though  I  efteemed  the  man. 
But,  pairing  by  the  place  where  I  fat,  he> 
perceived  me ;  and  coming  up,,  with  great 
confufion  in  his  manner,  would  have  fat 
down  by  me.  I  had  been  detained  there 
too  long,  from  a  defire  of  being  conceai- 
ed,  and  was  grown  very  cold,  therefore 
ehofe  to  walk.  With  great  difficulty,  he 
ftammered  out,  he  had  been  entreating 
Mrs.  Herner  to  offer  him  and  his  fortune 
to  me.  He  feared  I  mould  accufc  him 
of  preemption,  if  he  attempted  to  make 
fo  poor  an  offering  without  the  mediation 
of  a  frieml>  but  me  had  reduced  him  to  it, 
for  he  had  no  hopes  of  her  afliftance.  He 
then  gave  me  an  exa£l  account  of  his  for- 
tune and  income,  faying  every  thing  that 
was  tender,  generous,  and  delicate,  on  the 
fubjccT;,  with  fuch  fear  and  humility,  that 
I  was  grieved  at  being  obliged  to  humble 
him  Hill  more  by  a  refufal,  which,  how- 
ever, I  endeavoured  to  palliate  as  rmich 
as  poflible.  I  acknowledged  the  obliga- 
tion his  good  opinion  conferred  on  mej 
arTuring  him  of  my  elteem;  but,  that  I 
could  not  think  of  marriage.  Were  not 
this  a  literal  truth,  he  might  be  fure  I 
mould  not  except  to  his  offer ;  for  my  fitti- 
ation  was  extremely  unhappy;  butlcould 
not  change  it  for  the  married  ftatc,  i  hough 
I  was  there  a  prifoner,  moft  uiiiuftly 
feizcd  by  force,  and  detained  againit  my 
will  with  theutmoit  vigilance  and  care. 

While  I  was  uttering  thefelaft  words, 
Mrs.  Hcmer  appeared j  and,  with  a  de- 
gree of  ruge  not  natural  to  her  dif- 
polition,  (but  jealoufy  can  work  won- 
ders) enquired,  what  I  meant  by  remain- 
ing in  the  garden,  commanding  me  to  go 
into  the  houfe.  I  was  fo  mocked  with 
the  concern  I  had  given  Mr.  -South, 
which  he  feemed  rather  to  endeavour  to 
conceal  than  to  mew,  that  I  was  glad  to 
obey  her;  but  he,  catching  hold  of  my 
hrind,  entreated  rue  to  finifh  what  I  was 
faying,  and  explain  a  myftery  which  filled 
him  with  altonifhment.  I  calily  under- 
ftood,  that  by  this  he  meant  the  imprr- 
fonment  I  had  (lightly  touched  uponj 
but  I  could  not  make  a  further  explana- 
tion before  Mrs.  Herner;  nor  did  me  give 
me  time,  for  telling  him  it  was  unbe- 
coming a  minifter  of  the  golpel  to  give 
way  to  his  palTions,  me  led  me  into  the 
ho\ife,  out  of  vrhich  I  was  not  fuffcred  to 
Aii  that  day, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Hernerhad  never  beheld  me  with 
fuch  looks  of  anger  as  ihe  gave  ine  after 
this  affair.  She  was  frequently  in  tears, 
and  made  me  partake  of  her  forrow,  by 
being  the  vi&im  of  her  ill-humour.  Her 
jealoufy  added  fo  much  to  the  cruel  ef- 
fects of  the  marchionefVs  commands,  that 
I  wasfo  ftri6lly  watched,  (at  a  time  when 
I  more  than  ever  longed  for  liberty,  in 
•order  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  Lady 
Trente's  letter)  that  tkree  days  pafTeil 
before  the  gardener,  who  had  been  bribed 
into  Mr.  South' s  intereft,  could  give  me 
-the  following  letter. 

'    MADAM, 

*  '~p  HOUGH  you  deny  me  the  hopes 

'  of  reward,  you  1m ve  not  deprived 

*  me  of  all  pleafure,   ilnce  you  cannot 

*  be  fo  cruel  as  to  refufe  me  that  of  at- 

*  tempting  to  refcue  you.     To  know 

*  that  you  are  detained  by  force,  is  fuf- 

*  ficient  to  excite  my  endeavours  to  de- 
-*"  liver  you   from   your  imprifonment; 

*  and  happy  mall  I  efteem  mylelf,  if  in 

*  this  I  can  fucceed,  thoxigh  it  be  at- 

*  tended  with  the  grcatcft  misfortune  to 

*  myfelf,  the  never  feeing  you  again.  As 

*  foon  as  you  are  in  fafety,  I  will  iinpli- 

*  citly  obeyyour  commands,  even  though 

*  they  mould  require  me  to  leave  you 

*  for  ever ;  more  blefled  with  the  pleafing 

*  recollection  of  having  contributed  to 

*  your  happinefs,  than  any  thing  but  your 

*  hand  can  make  me;  in  your  ret  laig 
'  which,  I  have  not  a  pretence  to  accufe 

*  you  of  cruelty :  it  is  but  juftice,  fince  I 

*  can  plead  no  other  recommendation  to 
1  your  favour  than  the  neceflary  confe- 

*  quence  of  knowing  you,  and  the  being, 

*  with  the  fmcereft  refpecl,  and  warmeft 
•*  affection  and  admiration,  your  moft 

*  devoted,  obedient  lervant, 

'  HENRY  SOUTH." 

This  letter,  at  the  fame  time,  afforded 
ine  pleafure  and  uneaiinefs.  I  had  been 
•obferving  all  the  Servants,  in  order  to 
.find  o\;t  among  them  an  eye  of  pity  and 
humanity  for  one  dUtae&d,  as  they  muft 
perceive  me  to  be,  in  hopes  of  contriving 
my  efcape  by  their  affi  fiance,  could  I 
prevail  on  them  to  givi;  me  fuch  effen- 
<ial  proofs  of  their  companion.  This 
event  mewed  me,  that  the  gardener,  who 
was  the  latt  in  my  thoughts,  mult  be  the 
toundation  of  my  flheme.  I  had  little 
ieafon  to  liippofe  he  thought  of  me;  but 
the  office  he  had  undertaken  for  Mr. 


South,  proved  he  was  acceflible  In  fome 
avenues  to  his  heart ;  and,  from  what  I 
had  learned  by  converfation,  I  imagined 
avarice  to  be  the  quality  moft  likely  to 
ftand  my  friend.  To  this,  therefore,  I 
refblved  to  haverecourle;  and  fortunately 
was  provided  with  a  fum  fuffi cient  to  gra- 
tify fuch  a  motive,  in  one  whole  terms 
were  not  very  high. 

But  ftill  I  had  many  difficulties  to  en- 
counter. I  could  not  recompenfe  him. 
for  the  lofs  of  his  place,  which  muft 
prove  the  confequence  of  being  known  to 
have  aflifted  me  in  ray  efcape;  and  yet, 
where  to  go  without  a  guide,  if  I  got 
clear  from  the  caftle,  I  knew  not.  Thefe 
confiderations  diftrefled  me.  They  might 
have  been  obviated  by  putting  myfelf 
under  Mr.  South's  protection;  but  how 
could  I  make  a  man  of  his  worth  fub- 
fervient  to  my  intereft,  and  difappoint 
him  of  the  reward  which  no  gencrofity 
could  prevent  his  hoping  from  fuch  4 
fervice,  though  it  might  not  fuffer  him 
to  prefs  what  he  would  think,  in  grati- 
tude, his  due !  I  could  not  procure  my 
own  gratification  but  by  his  djfappoint- 
jnent;  and  my  firft  resolution  was  to 
write  "him  an  anfwer,  which  I  will,  as 
nearly  as  my  memory  will  permit,  repeat 
to  your  ladyfliip. 

'  TT  O  W ardently  foever Imay  wifh for 
'  liberty,  I  can  not  confent  to  receive 
it  from  one  to  whom  I  can  make  no 
return.  No  captivity  can  be  fo  grievous 
to  me  as  the  fenfe  of  obligations  which 
it  will  never  be  in  my  power  to  repay. 
I  muft  intreat  you  not  to  deliver  me 
from  ray  impnfonment,  to  fetter  me 
with  ingratitude;  nor  to  add  any  far- 
ther proofs  of  a  regard  I  fo  little  de- 
ferve.  Your  generous  and  kind  inten- 
tions can  never  be  effaced  from  my 
memory;  nor  can  I  ever  ceafe  to  wifh 
your  happinefs  and  profpeilty  may  be 
equal  to  your  merit,  and  the  juft  fenfe 
I  have  of  it.  I  can  never  give  you  a 
right  to  «xpe£t  a  heart  which  is  not  in 
my  own  power  to  give,  and  to  which 
your  merits  alone  are  too  good  a  title.' 

When  I  delivered  this  epiftle  to  the 
gardener,  he  informed  me  that  Mr.  South 
had  made  fcveral  unfuccelsful  attempts 
to  fee  me;  and  finding  them  vain,  had 
applied  to  him  to  deliver  me  his  letter, 
adding  many  other  things  in  order  to 
move  my  companion,  by  the  vmealmefs 
under  which  he  reprefenled  him,  or  to 
M  a  pleaft 
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plt-afe  me  by  deferibing  fymptoms  of  an 
affeclion  in  Mr.  South,  which,  from  my 
readintfs  to  enter  into  a  correspondence, 
I  fu,.pofe  he  thought  very  agreeable  to 
inc." 

1  liftened  patiently,  for  fear  of  offend- 
ing a  man  from  whom  I  hoped  to  receive 
the  blefiing  of  liberty;  but  did  not  dare 
to  venture  a  hint  or  my  defign  at  that 
time,  lett  it  mould  be  delivered  to  Mr. 
So  th  with  my  letter,  and  I  be  obliged  to 
him,  contrary  to  my  inclination. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with 
the  gardener  alone  the  next  day.  He  told 
nie  he  had  given  my  epiftle  to  Mr.  South, 
who  Seemed  fo  forry,  poor  gentleman,  it 
grieved  his  heart  to  lee  him.  Time  was 
too  precious  for  me  to  fufFer  him  to  fpend 
it  in  exprcfiing  his  companion;  I  there- 
fore offered  the  bribe  I  intended,  and  pro- 
iriiied  iecreSy  and  prudence. 

The  man  leemed  ih-ongly  charmed  with 
the  light  of  the  gold,  which  I  expoled  to 
his  vitw,  in  order  to  Itrengthen  the  temp- 
tation ;  and  engaged  to  anl'wer  my  hopes, 
if  it  could  be  contrived  without  his  being 
discovered  as  a  party  in  it,  and  aflVrcd 
me  of  ufinp;  his  utmoft  endeavour  to 
effe£l  it.  We  agreed  on  an  hour  of 
meeting  again,  when  he  mould  be  able  to 
impart  his  luccefs.  I  charged  him  to 
Keep  the  affair  a  lecret  from  Mr.  South; 
and  we  parted  with  a  great  ir.creafe  of 
content  on  both  fides,  he  enjoying,  in 
imagination,  the  offered  gold,  and  I  my 
liber  ly. 


CHAP.     VI. 

MRS.  Hernrr's  vigilance  would  not 
Suffer  me  to  hear  the  gardener's 
fucceSs  at  the  time  appointed;  but  I  was 
too  induftrious  in  Seeking  an  opportunity 
of  Speaking,  to  be  long  prevented;  and  I 
had  the  inexprefiible  joy  to  learn  that  he 
had  formed  a  practicable  Scheme.  I  lilten- 
ed  with  eagerncfs  to  every  particular}  but 
when  I  found  my  firft  ftep  was  to  be 
on  a  ladder,  I  confefs  I  trembled.  As 
the  doors  were  almoft  fecurely  lacked 
every  night,  he  told  me,  he  faw  no  hope 
of  mv  efcaping  th;:t  way ;  and,  the 
i  corns  being  very  high,  I  was  raifed  fo  far 
from  the  ground,  (though  I  lay  only  on 
the  -rirft  fioor)  that  he  had  no  ladder  that 
would  rea*  h  above  half  way  to  my  win- 
riow".  Th:--,  induced  him  to  afTociate  a 
young  car.  ertttr  in  the  execution  of  his 
fcheme,  whom  he  found  as  fenfible  of  the 


charms  of  gold  as  himfelf.  They  agreed 
to  join  two  of  their  longeft  ladders  toge- 
ther, and,  through  favour  of  the  night, 
pla^  e  them  at  my  window ;  from  whence 
I  was  todefcend  into  the  garden.  The 
fame  means  were  to  be  ufed  to  convey 
me  and  themfelves  over  the  garden -wall, 
the  key  of  the  garden  being  delivered 
every  night  to  Mrs.  Herner.  Horl'cs 
were  to  be  ready  in  waiting;  and  the 
young  carpenter  was  to  be  my  conductor 
till  I  arrived  at  a  town  where  I  could  pro- 
cure an  eafier  way  of  travelling. 

The  gardener  had  in  charge,  after  hav- 
ing conveyed  the  ladders  over  the  wall,  to 
carry  them  into  the  carpenter's  -  fliop  ; 
there  to  difunite  them,  to  avoid  SuSpicion 
if  a  fearch  was  made ;  and  then  return- 
ing over  the  part  of  the  wall  which  feme 
private  excurfions  had  taught  him  to 
climb,  he  could  go  into  his  own  bed- 
chamber, without  any  impediment)  as 
the  windows  of  it  opened  into  the  garden, 
and  it  was  on  the  ground-floor. 

This  fcheme,  he  allured  me,  nothing 
could  fruftrate  but  a  noife  being  made  in, 
the  execution  of  it,  which  mull  alarm  the 
family. 

I  thought  they  Ihewed  more  care  of 
themfelves  than  of  me.  Todefcend  from 
fo  great  a  height  down  a  pieced  ladder, 
in  a  dark  night,  appeared  vciy  terrible  in 
my  eyes ;  and  riding  on  horfeback,  a 
thing  I  had  never  attempted,  and  that 
too  in  darknefb,  was  not  lefs  dreadful : 
but  my  defire  of  liberty  was  fo  ftrong, 
that  it  overcame  my  fears ;  and  I  punc- 
tually observed  all  their  directions.  The 
appointed  hour  found  me  watching  at  my 
window:  my  guide  was  punctual;  and 
with  trembling  fteps  I  left  a  place  I  de- 
tefted.  But  my  joy  was  greatly  clouded 
with  fear ;  till,  after  riding  the  whole 
night,  nt  break  of  day  I  arrived  at  a  town, 
where  I  was  informed  I  might  get  more 
Suitable  means  of  conveyance.  The 
night  had  favoured  my  project  no  other 
way  than  wrapping  all  nature  in  dark- 
ntfs,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  our  caftle 
in  lleep ;  for  the  rains  beat,  and  the  winds 
blew ;  and  when  I  got  to  the  inn  I  was 
entirely  wet  through  my  cloaths,  my 
body  perifhing  with  cold,  and  my  heart 
chilled  with  fear.  My  guide  had  lent  me 
a  great-coat;  but  the  rain  had  penetrated 
that  long  before  we  arrived  at  our  jour- 
ney's end  j  and  it  became  only  an  addi- 
tional fatigue  to  me,  by  the  great  weight 
it  acquired  from  the  rain  it  had  im- 
bibed. 

In 
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In  this  condition  I  would  have  pro- 
ceeded on  my  journey,  though  I  was  al- 
moft  dead,  had  not  the  landlady  infilled 
on  my  going  to  bed,  to  receive  fome  re- 
frefhment  from  the  two  things  I  wanted, 
warmth  and  reft.  I  was  as  little  able  to 
contend  with  her  advice  as  to  purfue  my 
own  intention ;  and  through  weaknels, 
more  than  inclination,  obeyed.  Before 
I  retired  to  my  room,  I  would  have  dif- 
miffed  the  young  carpenter ;  but  he  pofi- 
tively  refuted  to  leave  the  place  till  he 
had  feen  how  I  did  after  my  reft.  This 
humane  attention  f  irprized  me,  in  one 
to  whom  I  was  a  ftrariger,  as  I  had  not 
met  with  the  like  from  people  who  had 
more  reafon  to  regard  me ;  and  I  could 
not  but  feel  myielf  obliged  to  him  for 
this  acYion,  though  I  was  afraid  he  might 
open  his  heart  with  the  liquor  the  inn 
afforded,  and  betray  the  whole  affair.  I 
did  not  fear  it  fhould  be  by  that  means 
fruftrated ;  but  I  could  not  like  to  be  the 
iubjeft  of  difcourfe  among  liich  a  fet  of 
people. 

Thefe  thoughts,  however,  could  not 
difturb  the  reft  I  fo  much  wanted ;  and, 
after  a  fleep  of  fome  hours,  I  awaked 
greatly  refreshed,  and  determined  to  pro- 
fecute  my  journey  directly.    WhiL  the 
chariot  was  getting  ready,  breakfs.lt  was 
brought  me  j  and  with  it  came  my  guide, 
to  enquire  after  my  health.     I  thanked 
him  for  his  good-natured  concern,  and 
exprefied  a  fear  that  I  had  inconveniently 
detained  him  from  his  bxiiinefs ;  but  he 
aifured  me  that  was  of  no  confbquence: 
adding — '  I  durft  not,  for  my  life,  my 
*  lady,  have  left  you,  till  I  could  give  a 
betterer  account  to  Mr.  South.  Alack, 
I  warrant  he  will  be  main  glad  to  hear 
you  let  out  from    the  houfe  fo  pure 
baddy  zndfprack  !  He  will  have  fret- 
ted hugeoujly  at  the  night's  being  fo 
bad ;  for  he  was  fo  timberfome  about 
your  being  cold,  that  he  made  me  take 
his  wanneft  great-coat  for  to  put  about 
you.' 

Surprized  at  this  addrefs,  I  enquired 
what  he  meant  by  Mr.  South.  I  appre- 
hended he  knew  nothing  of  my  flight 

*  Ah,  Lard !  do  you  think  naw,'  con- 
tinued the  carpenter,  '  our  filly  heads 
could  have  fancied  this  fine  plot  our 
ownfelves  ?  No  ,no !  Mafter  Gardener, 
knowing  Mr.  Parfon  to  be  your  fweet- 
heart,  went  and  told  him  what  you  had 
faid  to  un,  and  as  hovj  you  had  or- 
dered that  he  fhould  no  tb.e  telled  of  it. 
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Mr.  Parfon  bid  un  not  fay  nothing  of 
having  let  un  into  his  conferdence; 
and  having  font  for  me,  and  tried  as 
whether  I  was  willing  to  aft  my  part, 
what  do  he  do  but  write  us  the  plot 
down ;  come  to  my  houfe  and  Ice  that 
I  had  fattened  the  ladders  tightly  to- 
gether, that  they  might  not  throw  you 
a  fall  $  lent  me  his  own  horie,  becaufe 
it-is  a  quiet  and  as  fure- footed  as  one  of" 
us  Chriitians;  and  then  gave  me  this 
letter  for  you.  My  mind  gives  me  that 
this  will  tell  you  all :  but  I  does  love 
to  tell  news ;  fo  I  was  bent  on  telling 
you  all  myielf.' 

I  opened  the  letter  with  a  mixture  of 
curioiity  and  uneafinel's.  It  contained 
but  few  lines  j  which  were  to  acquaint 
me,  that,  to  prove  he  deferved  a  better 
opinion  than  I  entertained  of  him,  when 
I  imagined  he  would  want  a  reward  for 
any  fervice  he  could  render  me,  he  had 
done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  favour 
my  efcape,  and  would  have  guarded  me 
in  it,  had  not  my  charge  of  fecrefy  to  the 
agent  I  had  chofen,  as  well  as  my  letter 
to  him,  plainly  (hewn  that  his  prefence 
and  affittance  would  be  highly  difagree- 
able,to  me  ;  that  he  wifhed  he  could  ha\e 
contrived  to  have  fet  me  at  liberty  with 
more  eafe  to  myielf,  but  hoped  fuccefs 
would  amply  recompenfe  me  for  every 
difficulty.  He  ended  by  the  warm  eft 
wiihes  of  happinefs  5  adding,  that  he 
would  not  afk  for  leave  to  be  a  fpecrator 
of  it,  by  begging  peiniifiion  to  wait  on 
me  in  London,  fearing  that  I  was  fo 
averfe  to  him,  that  he  could  not  enioy 
that  pleafure  without  it's  being  painful 
to  me ;  and  he  would  rather  fuffer  the 
moft  fenfible  affliction  all  his  life  than 
give  me  an  hour's  difquiet  j  nor  was  he 
worthy  to  know  the  occafion  of  my  be- 
ing confined  in  that  old  manfion  $  and, 
indeed,  he  mould  be  afraid  to  learn  it, 
was  not  his  deipair  already  arrived  to 
the  utmoft  excefs. 

I  fhould  have  thought  myfelf  inex- 
cufably  ungrateful,  had  I  not  written  a 
few  lines  to  return  my  thanks  for  his 
generous  affiftance ;  to  which  I  added  an 
aiTurance,  that  I  fliould  be  always  glad 
to  fee  him,  whenever  his  affairs  would 
permit  his  coming  to  London :  but, 
through  inadvertency,  forgot  to  give  him 
a  direction  which  might  enable  him  to 
find  me.  With  this  letter  I  difpatched 
my  guide,  and  got  into  the  chariot. 
Though  my  ntuation  was  cafier  than 
before, 
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fcefert,  yet  my  mind  was  far  from  en- 
ioying  peace  :  every  ftep  that  brought 
me  nearer  London  increafcd  my  anxiety. 
I  trembled  to  enquire  what  I  wanted  to 
know;  and  the  mere  poflibility  of  finding 
the  marchionefs's  account  true,  (for  i 
often  flattered  myfelf  that  it  could  fcarce- 
Jy  be  called  a  prr.Sability)  made  me 
wretched.  The  only  fource  from  which 
I  hoped  to  receive  any  coniblation  was 
returning  to  my  kind  aunt  and  her  peace- 
ful cottage:  her  wife  inftruftions,  and 
tender  indulgence,  I  hoped,  might  in 
time  heal  my  mind,  and  reftore  me  to 
fometliing  like  tranquillity ;  for  real 
peace,  I  believed,  would  never  more  en- 
ter my  heart,  mould  this  fatal  change 
prove  real.  If  indifference  were  to  in- 
cline Lord  Dorchefter  to  avoid  me,  yet 
inftice,  I  thought,  irnift  lead  him  to  in- 
form me  in  what  part  of  the  kingdom  my 
axmt  inhabited,  a  circumilance  he  had 
h:  therto  kept  from  my  knowledge.  Thcfe 
were  the  reflections  of  my  mofi  melan- 
choly hours,  which  grtw  more  frequent 
as  I  approached  the  place  where  I  had 
fo  ardently  longed  to  be.  My  appre- 
lieriions  inaenied  fo  fa  ft,  that  fair  Hope 
could  fcarcely  find  time  to  1'mile  on  my 
black  imaginations. 

Between  this  anxiety  of  mind,  and 
the  fatigue  of  my  journey,  I  was  not 
half  animated  when  I  got  into  town  : 
but  s;s  I  could  not  forego  my  impatient 
tiefire  to  fee  Lord  Dorchtfter  while  a 
fyark  of  life  remained,  I  ordered  to  be 
driven  to  his  houfe ;  ?:id  made  the  coach- 
man let  me  out  before  the  fervant  (in  leis 
hafte  than  I  was)  came  to  the  door, 
and  I  was  ready  to  enter  as  foon  as  it 
was  opened. 

I  enquired  for  Lord  Dorchefter  with 
an  eager  wildntfs,  whicU  I  faw  furpriztd 
them.  One  anfwered  he  was  not  at 
home ;  while  another  went  into  the  par- 
lox;r,  and,  I  could  hear,  pronounced  my 
paine.  My  lord's  voice  foon  informed 
me  that  it  was  to  him  he  fpoke  ;  for  he, 
riling  fuddenly  from  his  feat,  as  I  could 
plainly  diftinguifh,  cried  out  — '  Good 
«  God  !  is  it"  poflihle !  Where  is  (he  ?' 
But,  with  a  lower  voice,  added — '  Why 
'  mould  I  afk  where  fhe  is  ?  I  can  never 
*  fee  her  more!  Keep  her  from  me,  and 
'  bid  her  avoid  the  man  whom  fhe  has  fb 
'  cruelly  injured,  and  fear  the  effefts  of 
'  his  relbntn  ient!' 

As  foon  as  he  fpoke,  I  exclaimed,  with 
the  eagerncfs  of  diftracHon— '  I  hear,  I 
'  hear  his  voice  I  Why  do  you  refufoto 


'  let  me  fee  him?'  And  endeavoured  to 
force  my  way  into  the  room  where  life 
was;  but  the  fevvants  ftopptd  me,  and 
held  me  faft.  This  was  not  long  ne- 
cefTary ;  for  his  words  more  effectually 
deprived  me  of  the  power  of  motion,  and 
for  fome  time  afforded  me  relief,  by  re- 
ducing me  to  almoft  a  total  infallibi- 
lity. 

When  I  recovered  my  fcattercd 
thoughts,  I  defired  to  have  a  chair  called. 
The  fervants  unwillingly  obeyed  me, 
being  moved  with  the  condition  I  was 
in :  they  would  have  perfuaded  me  to 
wait  a  farther  recovery ;  and  when  they 
found  all  they  could  fay  was  unavailing, 
each  entreated  me  to  permit  him  to  lee 
me  fafe  home;  but  1  equally  reitcted 
them  all,  charging  them  not  to  offend, 
on  my  account,  ib  good  a  mafter,  who, 
it  was  plain,  would  be  difpleafed  with 
any  regard  fhewn  to  one  whom  he  was 
determined  to  abandon.  They  infifted,, 
that  thty  were  fure  he  could  not  be  an- 
gry at  the  refpeft  and  concern  which  they 
muft  be  brutes  not  to  feel  for  me,  what- 
ibever  he  mipht  think  propel  to  do  him- 
f elf !  But  I  would  not  fuflfer  any  of  them 
to  attend  me ;  though,  I  confefs,  I  re- 
ceived fome^atisfaftion  from  feeing  they 
retained  a  regard  for  me,  independent  of 
their  mailer's.  Gratitude  will  give  us 
pleal'ure,  whatever  heart  pays  us  that  va- 
luable tribute. 


CHAP.     VII. 

I  Directed  my  chair  to  Lady  Paleltine's, 
from  whom  I  hoped  to  learn  the  whole 
of  the  affair  between  Lady  Ti elite  and 
Lord  Dorchefter,  which-,  from  his  beha- 
viour, I  move  than  ever  believed :  but 
pride  woul.t  not  f.iffer  me  to  alk  any 
queftions  of  his  fervants,  though  infuch 
particulars  they  are  generally  well  quali- 
fied to  give  information. 

At  Lady  Paleftine's  I  was  told  me  wti* 
not  at  home.  I  knew  fhe  never  went 
abroad  at  that  hour;  and,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  fafhionable  paradox 
of  a  lady's  being  abroad  when  fhe  is  at 
home,  I  replied,  that  I  was  fure  fhe  wa» 
denied ;  and  therefore  defired  the  fervant 
would  return  and  tell  her  my  name.  He 
complied ;  but  brought  me  back  word 
that  my  name  could  be  no  recommenda- 
tion to  me  while  my  conduft  was  fo  in- 
difcreet. 

Rejected  a  fecond  time,  I  had  not  cou- 
rage 
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fage  to  go  to  any  other  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, efpecially  as  her  ladyfhip  was  the 
only  one  with  whom  I  was  on  an  inti- 
mate footing;  but  ordered  to  he  carried 
to  my  own  houfe,  where  I  hoped  to  be 
fcretned  from  fuch  indignities,  and  per- 
haps to  get  fome  light  into  this  unde- 
1'erveJ  ill  treatment;  for  fuch,  I  thought, 
I  had  a  right  to  call  thefe  affronts,  fmce 
indifference  could  not  excufe  brutality; 
nor  did  I  fuppofe  that  my  forced  abfence 
tonld  he  attributed  to  my  dilhcnour.  I 
was  infenfible  to  the  fufpicious  air  it 
bore,  and  thought  it  ihould  have  excited 
pity,  not  refentment,  in  the  hearts  of 
thofa  that  loved  me.  I  imagined  they 
might  be  apprehenfwe  for  my  fitfetj 
pity  my  fate,  but  not  blame  my  conduct. 
Since  I  became  better  acquainted  with 
the  world,  I  have  been  fenfible  that  they 
could  not  be  called  unjuit  in  the  ill  opi- 
nion they  had  conceived  of  me,  though 
they  proved  in  an  error.  When  people  can 
jud^e  only  by  appearances,  a  mistake 
may  often  be  unfortunate,  without  being 
blameable. 

But  as,  at  that  time,  my  ignorance 
prevented  my  looking  on  the  treatment  I 
received  in  this  light,  I  was  not  free  from 
refentment,  efpecially  againft  Lady  Pa- 
leftine :  me  had  hurt  my  pride  ;  my  lord 
had  wounded  me  in  my  affections  ;  and 

frief  did  not  leave  me  fpirit  enough  to 
e  angry  with  him.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  any  other  perlbn  to  afflict  ma  ; 
for  <wbere  the  greater  malady  is  fixed, 
tie  lejj'er  is  fear  ce  felt.  My  mind  was 
fo  little  capable  of  any  increafe  of  un- 
eafinefs,  that  it  received  no  addition  from 
finding  myfelf  excluded  even  from  my 
own  houfe.  The  chairmen  knocked  a 
confiderable  time  at  the  door,  till  they 
were  convinced  nobody  was  at  home, 
and  aflced  me  where  I  chofe  to  be  car- 
ried. 

This  queftion,  indeed,  puzzled  me, 
though  it  could  not  add  to  my  diftrefs. 
I  was  afraid  of  attempting  to  get  admit- 
tance into  any  other  place,  left  it  mould 
be  refilled  me  ;  and  being  little  able  to 
think,  was  long  fat  down  there,  before  I 
could  recollect  a  houfe  where  I  might 
hope  to  be  received.  At  laft,  I  thought 
of  a  milliner  whom  I  had  ufed,  and  di- 
rected them  there. 

This  woman  very  readily  accommo- 
dated me  with  a  room,  and  would  have 
favoured  me  with  her  company,  had  I 
ijot  entreated  ha-  to  leave  me  to  myfelf  j 


for,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  mind,  the  fight  of 
any  perfon  was  irkfome :  it  mult  have 
laid  me  under  fonie  reitraint ;  for  my 
pride  would  notfuffer  me  to  declare  that 
I  could  be  fo  much  affected  by  one  who 
felt  nothing  forme  but  indifference ;  and 
I  was  afraid  of  mentioning  Lady  Pa- 
leftine's  behaviour,  fmce  her  fcorn  might 
prove  an  example  to  the  milliner ;  for  the 
little  love  to  ape  the  great.  It  was  not 
till  the  next  day  that  I  became  able  to 
fefoh'e  or  execute  any  thing.  1  then  de- 
termined to  write  to  Lord  Dor/ht'lterj 
justifying  this  courfe  from  ail  imputa- 
tion of  mennnefs,  by  perfuadii 
that  to  ihew  I  was  blamelefs  was  a  duty 
I  owed  to  my  reputation.  Inconstancy 
appeared  to  me  the  more  criminal,  froia 
rnv  having  no  idea  of  it.  I  fuppoied  it  a 
crime  almoft  unparalleled,  and  knew  not 
tint  cuilom  was  thought  fo  great  an  al- 
leviation of  the  offence,  that  itwas  treated 
by  the  world  as  one  of  the  fmalleft  fvailtie* 
to  which  human  nature  is  fubject.  Your 
ladyfhip  will,  therefore,  not  wonder  if 
fome  refentment  was  mixed  with  grief. 
But  I  found  it  eafier  to  humble  my  pride, 
than  to  mortify  my  affection. 

Had  I  perceived  that  appearanc.es  were 
againft  me,  I  ihould  have  thought  my- 
felf obliged  to  make  all  the  fubmiffious 
which  could  have  been  required  of  me, 
if  I  had  been  really  in  the  wrong ;  for 
who  can  be  fecured  in  fuch  cafes  from 
mi ftaking  the  truth?  But,  without  this 
excufe  for  my  condefcenfion,  I  wrote  to 
my  lord  a  lliort  account  of  my  imprifon- 
ment ;  adding,  that  I  hoped  he  would 
not  partake  of  the  marchionefs's  averiion 
to  me ;  and  he  might  be  aflured  that  I 
mould  not  return  even  an  unfriendly  wiih 
for  the  injuries  I  had  received  from  her  -f 
for  whoever  vyas  his  wife,  I  muft  look, 
on  her  with  refpeit,  and,  if  flie  pleafed, 
with  affection ;  and,  indeed,  if  flie  made 
him  happy,  muft  feel  that  gratitude  to- 
wards her  which  a  perfon  cle/erves  who 
confers  upon  us  the  great  bleflings  in 
life  :  for  in  that  rank  I  Ihould  always 
efteem  his  happinefs,  however  his  heart 
was  eltranged  from  me.  I  then  begged, 
if  he  no  longer  wifhed  to  fee  me,  he  would 
inftnict  me  where  to  find  my  former  fo. 
litude,  and  not  detain  me  in  a  place  which 
was  become  much  more  lonely  to  me 
than  my  cottage. 

I  forbore,  as  much  as  I  was  able,  any 
ftrong  exprefilons  of  my  grief:  if  his 
affection  wa»  gone,  I  did  not  wiih  ta 
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move  his  pity ;  and  my  concern  was  too 
tender  to  lufrer  me  to  make  him  any  re- 
proaches. 

As  foon  as  I  had  written  my  letter,  I 
fent  it  by  one  of  the  chairmen  who  had 
brought  me  to  die  milliner's.  This  man, 
either  moved  with  companion  for  one  he 
faw  fo  deeply  afflicted,  at  an  age  when 
grief  might  rea/bnably  have  been  thought 
far  off,  or  actuated  by  the  lefs  laudable 
motive  of  hoping  to  find  advantage  from 
attending  on  a  perfon  whofe  affairs  ap- 
peared fo  confuted  and  complicated  that 
a  menial  ailiftant  might  be  requifite, 
came  early  in  the  morning  to  afk  if  I 
had  any  commands.  Whatever  was  his 
motive,  the  effect  was  convenient.  I 
wanted  a  meffenger,  and  gladly  employed 
Kim.  His  fagacity  convinced  him  that 
my  letter  was  of  importance  to  me ;  and, 
without  my  faying  anything  to  thatpur- 
pofe,  aflured  me  he  would  return  with 
the  utmoft  expedition. 

I  believe  the  chairman  kept  his  word  ; 
but,  to  impatient  expectation,  time  feems 
to  move  with  leaden  pace.  The  hour- 
glafs  empties  (lowly  to  thofe  who  watch 
every  fand  that  falls  through  it.  This 
was  the  cafe  with  me ;  the  fleeteft  of  the 
creation,  had  he  been  my  rneiTinger, 
\vould  have  appeared  flow  to  my  impa- 
tience. From  the  inftant  the  chairman 
left  me,  I  expected  his  return  ;  and  would 
not  believe  my  watch,  it  marked  the  pro- 
grefs  of  time  fo  tedioufly  in  comparifon 
of  my  fwift  imagination.  After  what  I 
thought  a  long  abfence,  the  man  came 
back.  I  had  fcarce  courage  to  afk  the  ibc- 
cel's  of  my  letter,  and  was  damped  by  fee- 
ing none  in  his  hand  :  but,  calling  all  my 
fortitude  to  my  aid,  I  fluttered  out  fome- 
thing  like  an  enquiry;  to  which  he  re- 
plied. Lord  Dorchefter  was  at  home,  and 
the  fervant  carried  in  my  letter;  but  re- 
turned immediately  with  it  in  his  hand, 
laying  his  lord  refufed  to  receive  it, 
and  commanded  him  never  to  bring  any 
more  meftages  or  letters  from  me,  unlefs 
he  wanted  to  incur  his  difpleafurc-,  and 
entirely  deftroy  all  hopes  of  his  recovery 
of  health  or  eafe.  With  this  anfwer  the 
chairman  was  returning;  when  the  fer- 
vant overtook  him,  defired  the  letter, 
and  that  he  would  acquaint  him  where  I 
was  to  be  found ;  bidding  him  prefent 
his  duty  to  me,  and  a/Ture  me  tliat  he 
would  make  farther  trials  to  bring  me  an 
anfwer;  and,  if  he  could  not  fucceed,  I 
mould  receive  my  own  letter  fate,  with  an 
account  how  he  had  proceeded. 


Nothing  could  be  more  fhocking  to  me 
than  to  find  my  lord  would  not  even  read 
myjullification.  Indifference  alone  could 
make  him  void  of  all  curiofity  about  me ; 
therefore  I  had  little  hope  from  his  fer- 
vant's  good-natured  intention.  I  knew 
if  the  light  of  his  hand  had  not  difpelled 
any  pique  I  had  conceived  againft  him, 
the  Irrongell  arguments  from  another 
muft  have  been  unavailing :  I  fhould 
have  difcovered  more  eloquence  in  the 
lead  fignificant  letter  of  the  alphabet 
written  by  him,  than  in  all  the  words  ano- 
ther tongue  could  haveuttered.  Had  I 
entertained  the  lead  hope  of  fucceeding 
by  his  fervant's  interceflion,  my  pride 
was  too  much  humbled  to  have  felt  any 
mortification  at  being  reduced  to  make 
uie  of  I'uch  an  interceffor ;  but  I  confefs 
I  blufhed  to  think  how  low  I  was  fallen. 
I  now  ftrongly  experienced  this  infalli- 
ble truth — 

'  She  muft  be  humble  who  would  pteafe, 
'  And  ihe  muft  fuller  who  would  love.' 

And  yet  I  continued  blind  to  my  own 
paflion  ;  I  fufpecled  myielf  of  no  tenderer 
affection  than  friendfhip,  of  which  I  had 
fo  high  an  idea,  that  I  readily  reconciled 
every  pang  I  endured  to  my  exalted  no- 
tion of  it.  If  I  compared  the  fentiments 
of  my  heart  with  what  was  generally 
called  friendfhip  in  the  world,  it  only 
ferved  to  make  me  defpife  what  othei  s 
pfofefled,  not  to  fufpeft  my  own :  a  com- 
mon effecl  of  a  comparifon  between  our- 
felves  and  others.  Any  difference  that 
appears  to  our  own  opinion,  generally 
turns  to  our  advantage,  and  gives  us  op- 
portunity of  bellowing  fome  felf-applaufe 
upon  our  own  perfections. 


CHAP.     VIII. 

Iliad  been  for  fome  hours  devoted  t« 
defpair,  when  I  beheld  Lord  Dor- 
chefter before  me.  I  was  fo  buried  in 
thought,  that  I  had  not  heard  the  door 
opt<n  ;  but  the  fight  of  him  put  all  my 
reverie  to  flight.  He  eagerly  embraced 
me,  and  thanked  Heaven  he  once  more 
had  me  in  his  arms.  Sudden  joy  over- 
came me,  and  depiived  me  of  the  power 
.  offpeech.  During  my  filence,  he  beg- 
ged pardon  for  his  infolence  in  refufmg 
to  fee  me ;  but  that,  convinced  I  had  vo- 
luntarily fled  from  him,  he  thought  it 
mean,  as  well  as  imprudent,  to  trult  hira- 

felf 
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•£17  with  the  fight  of  one  from  whom  he 
•was  endeavouring  to  wean  his  affe&ions; 

a  pa.nful  trial  which  had  coil  him  many 
pangs,  and  yet  proved  totally  unfuccefs- 

ful.  The  lame  motive,  he  faid,  induced 
him  to  refufe  my  letter  5  which  he  con- 
ferred he  repented  the  next  minute,  and 
mould  have  called  back  my  meffenger, 
had  he  not  been  reftrained  by  the  fear  of 
•expolmg  himfelf  to  his  fervants,  and  be- 
ing defpifed  for  his  meannefs.  This 
confideration  prevented  his  afking  any 
more  queftions  concerning  me  the  day 
before;  but  he  could  no  longer  maintain 
the  fame  command  over  himfelf,  and  on 
fome  other  pretence  calling  the  fervant 
who  had  brought  him  my  letter,  he  en- 
quired what  meflenger  I  had  employed. 

This  gave  the  good-natured  footman 
an  opportunity  of  defcribing  the  condi- 
tion into  which  I  was  thrown  by  his  re- 
fufing  to  fee  me,  ami  all  that  paffed  on 
theoccafion.  Seeing  his  lord  moved  by 
the  account  he  gave  him,  he  ventured  to 
exprefs  his  wonder  at  his  lordfhip's  hav- 
ing rejected  rny  letter;  for  he  was  lure  I 
could  not  be  in  the  wrong,  fince  it  was 
plain  to  perceive  that  I  did  not  expect 
fuch  treatment  as  I  had  received  the  day 
before ;  and  had  none  of  that  confufion 
in  my  countenance  fo  impoffible  to  be  hid 
by  one  who  fears  the  reproaches  of  a  per- 
fon  fhe  has  injured.  Lord  Dorchefler, 
without  feeming  offended  at  the  liberty 
he  took,  replied,  that  if  he  had  fuppofed 
Mil's  Lenox  could  have  juflified  herfelf, 
he  would  at  leaft  have  read  her  letter  ; 
and,  indeed,  could  not  but  accufe  him- 
felf of  great  infolence  in  having  refufed 
to  fee  her  when  me  had  favoured  him 
with  a  vifit,  or  to  receive  what  (he  had 
done  him  the  honour  to  write,  but  that 
anger  had  got  the  better  of  the  refpeft 
due  to  her. 

•  The  fervant,  not  perceiving  that  pride 
might  be  his  lord's  flrongeft  motive  for 
retaining  fome  appearance  of  regard  for 
one  whom  he  had  taught  every  perfon  be- 
longing to  him  to  refpeft,  was  encou- 
raged by  the  manner  in  which  he  fpoke 
of  me,  and  told  him  the  chairman  had 
left  my  letter,  therefore  the  means  of  re- 
pairing what  he  thought  an  offence  was 
ftill  in  his  power.  Obferving  that  he 
looked  rather  difconcerted  than  angry, 
he  brought  it,  and  laying  it  on  the  table 
Before  him,  went  out  of  the  room,  while 
my  lord  continued  in  an  anxious  uncer- 
tainty what  courfe  to  take.  He  owned 
that,  had  his  fervant  flaid,  he  could  not 


have  prevailed  on  himfelf  immediately 
to  have  opened  the  letter,  fo  llrong 
was  pride  and  refentment ;  but  when  he 
found  himielf  alone,  every  other  confi- 
fideration  vanished  before  his  hope,  weak 
as  it  was,  of  feeing  me  mllirled  by  my 
defence.  '  But,'  continued  he,  '  when  I 
'  had  read  your  letter,  the  affliction  ex- 
4  preffed  in  it,  untinilured  either  with 
'  refentment  for  the  inconftancy  of  which 
4  you  fufpecled  me,  or  the  meannefs  of 

*  one  who  cannot  feel  an  injury,  and  the 

*  .cruel  treatment  you  had  received  onjny 
'  account,  as  I  gathered  from  the  circum- 

*  fiances  you  related,  gave  me  the  ten- 

*  derert  concern,  at  the  lame  time  that  it 
'  relieved  me  from  a  ftate  of  mifery  to 
'  infpire  me  with  the  molt  lively  joy.     I 

*  could  not  reltrain  my  impatience,  but 
'  inftantly  repaired  to  your  houfe,  with 

*  fuch hafte  audeagemefs  in  my  fleps  and 

*  countenance,  as  attracted  the  attention 
'  of  every  one  that  met  me,     I  perceived 

*  it  plainly,  but  could  not  command  ei- 

*  ther,  nor  on  fach  an  occafion  beftow  a 
'  thought  on  the  opinion  of  the  multi- 
'  tude.     But  when  I  hoped  to  receive 

*  the  reward  of  my  haile  by  the  fight 
'  of  ycu,  I  learnt  that  you  were  not  there, 

*  nor  could  your  fervants  give  me  any 
'  further  information,  than  that  a  ncigh- 
'  hour  told  them  a  chair  had  flopped  a 
c  coniiderable  time  at  your  dooi'  the  day 
'  before,  and  finding  no  one  at  home,  at 
'  laft  went  away.     I  reproved  them  for 
'  their  negligence  in  leaving  the  houfe 

*  empty,  with  more  warmth  and  bitter- 
'  nefs  than  I  believe  any"  of  my  depend - 

*  ents  ever  law  me  ufe ;  and  now  had  no 
'  chance  of  finding  you,  but  in  the  pof- 
'  fibility  of  my  people's  having  learnt 

*  where  you  were.     In  order  to  make 
'  this  enquiry,  I  returned  home  with  as 

*  much  {peed  as  I  had  left  it,  and  had 
'  the  fatistactipn  of  hearing  where  you 

*  lodged,.   Add  to  this,  my  joy  in  find- 
'  ing  you,  my  deareft  Ophelia,  the  de- 
'  light  of  knowing  you  think  me  wor- 

*  thy  of  pardon.     Relate  to  me  every 
'  circumftance  of  what  has  befallen  you. 
'  Ccmpleat  my  felicity  by  giving  me 
'  hopes  you  ilill  retain  an  affection  for 
'  me;  or,  if  you  drf  not,  forbear  to  tell  it 
'  me: .deceive  me  into  happinefs,  and 
'  hypocrify  will  for  ones  be  a  virtue.'— 
'  Alas!'  I  replied,  '  I  never  had  lefs  oc- 
'  canon  to  act  the  hypocrite,  if  this  is  all 
'  you  require.     Though  I  have  thought 
'  your  treatment  of  me  cruel,  I  could 
'  not  rcfent  it.     My  heart  was  too  much 

N  '  yours; 
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*  yours  to  be  angry  ;  it  could    only 

*  grieve.     But  finely  it  was  a  irdan- 
'  choly  recompence  tor  all  the  paui  I 
'  hadiuifered  by  rny  abience  from  you.' 

Lord  Doixheiler.ufed  all  his" power  to 
footheme;  and,  in  notification  of  what 
he  had  done,  infonned  me  that  L,  -ly 
Trente  wrote  him  a  letter  the  day  after 
my  being  carried  off,  to  inform  him  that 
fhe  had  overheard  Mil's  Lenox  conrertr 
ing  with  a,  young  gentleman  the  night 

before  the  means  of  running  away  with 
him,  vine!  confidering  all  the  precautions 
nec'eflary.  towards  concealing  him  irom 
his  lordfhjp's  refentment,  and  her  irom 
his  fearch.  That  me  did  not  hear  of  the 

•  day  that  was  agreed  upon,  therefore 
thought  fhe  could  not  too  foon  p;ive  this 
information,  as  there  ieldorn  paffed  much 
time  between  the  forming  fu:h  fchemes 
and  the  execution  of  them ;  ai.  J  knowing 

nf  my  friends  but  hie.  lordihi 
believed  herfelf  obliged  in  mere  c 
to  acquaint  him  with  it,  as  it  might  give 
him  the  power  of  preventing  the  young 
Jady's  ruin. 

This  ingenious  epiftle  found  Lord 
Don  hefhr  in  the  utmoir.  anxiety ;  and 
the  agreement  it  bore  to  my  di {appear- 
ing, perfuaded  Uim  of  the  truth  of  it. 
A  prophetefs  who  could  fulfil  her  cwn 
predictions^  would  be  very  injudicious 
tf  the  fact  did  not  correfpond  with  l.^r 
v.'ords.  He  went  directly  to  her  houfe 
to  enquiremore  particularly  into  the  af- 
fair,v/hich  fhe  confirmed  to  him  by  many 
corroborating  circumftames  of  her  own 
invention,  and  exprefied  herlelf  vaftly 
concerned  that  fliedid  not  apprehend  how 
foon  it  was  to  be  executed,  fmceit  might 
'poflibly  have  been  prevented,  if  fhe  had 
acqi  aimed  him  with  it  the  inftant  (he 
cvji  heard  us.  Lord  Dorchefter  wanted 
to  diicover  the  gentleman,  but  Ihe  would 
give  no  particular  defcription ;  telling 
him  Hie  co-Id  not  fatisfy  a  curiofity 
which  night  endanger  a  life  fhe  fo  highly 
valued,  as  fhe  feared  he  intended  to  call 
the  perfon  to  account.  Whenever  ha 
prcffed  for  this  information,  he  could  ob-. 
tain  r.othin.r  bvt  expreflions  of  her  at- 
tr.chniem  to  him,  (of  which,  though  not 
a  viiin  man,  he  was  not  ignorant  before) 
and  invectives  againft  my  ill  conduct, 
teilinghim  it  mould  make  him  indifferent 
to  my  fate }  for  no  more  could  he  re- 
quired of  a  guardian  than  a  parent  would 
perform  ;  who  on  fuch  provocation  muft 
abandon  tlitir  beft-btloved  child,  and 


leave  her  to  receive  the  punifhmentfliefe 
jullly  defer  ved. 

Lady  Trente  procured  many  inter- 
views with  Lord  Dorchefter,  by  pre- 
tended infoimations  that  might  aflat  him 
in  fi:.di:ig  me  out;  the  only  means  fhe 
could  diicover  of  bringing  him  to  her 
houfe,  and  therefore  her  working'  brain 
was  continually  employed  in  inventing 
them  ;  and  every  time  fhe  faw  him,  fhe 
omitted  no  endeavours  to  attr."  c  him  ; 
but  mixed  fo  many  bitter  aa  ui 
againlt  me  with  the  language  her  love 
•-•d,  that  ihe  only  encreafed  hib  dif- 
like  10  her.  He  the  ght  the  love  cor, Id 
not  be  d<li.-ate  or  _,eacrous  that  took  a 
pk;.A:-.  ;  ,  am  to  the  obicft  of 

it,  whatever  btr^fit  fhe  might  hu^e would 
thereby  accnv  to  her. 

Ha,  '  ntly    informed    each 

other  ••         , id  pitflel  during  our  fe-. 

paiati'.i,:  v  ;  i;;er.t  t.ie  lett  of  the  evening 
in  rejoicint  at  it's  being  at  laft  ended; 
but  my  lorcl  dedar  :d  lie  fhould  never 
more  think  me  fafe  oiu  of  his  %h;,  nor 
knew  how  he  fhould  venture  to  leave  me 
for  an  inilant.  There  appeared  an  in- 
cteafe  of '.endernefsin  him  which  filenced 
all  my  repir.ings  at  what  I  had  luffsrcd. 
Some  difafters  give  a  reiifh  to  good  for- 
tune, and  little  reverfes  quicken  afFec» 
tion. 


CHAP.     IX. 

I  Did  not  return  to  my  own  houfe  till 
the  next  morning.  The  hurry  of 
my  Ipirits  had  a  good  dtal  diiunJ.Tcd 
me;  and  as  all  places  are  agreeable  to 
the  happy,  I  choie  to  remain  that  day  at 
my  lodgings :  one  great  reafon,  I  believe, 
might  be  an  unwillingnefs  to  lofe  any  of 
my  lord's  company  by  the  interruption 
we  fhould  have  received  fiom  removing 
my  habitation. 

My  Lord  Dorchefler  grew  extremely 
uneai'y  when  he  perceived  that  my  ill  Hate 
of  health  was  more  lafting  than  my 
anxiety.  We  had  both  flattered  our- 
felvcs  that  hai^incfs  woukl  ' 
me;  but  I  believe  my  conftitution  had 
fuffered  as  much  from  the  unwholefome 
fituation  of  the  marchionefs's  caftle  as 
from  vexation,  and  therefore  eafe  of 
mind  was  not  I'ufncL-nt  to  recover  me. 
He  made  me  coni'ult  a  phyfkian,  who 
declared  Tunbridge  waters  the  molt  pro- 
bable remedy}  but  as  it  was  yet  too  curly 
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In  the  year  to  drink  them,  he  gr.ve  me 
feme  medicines  for  prcfent  relict,  with 
but  indifferent  fuccefs. 

My  lord  determined  to  carry  me  to 
Tunbridge  as  loon  as  the  feafon  would 
penr.it,  and  engaged  Lauy  Paleftine  to 
be  of  the  party,  which  I  then  looked  up- 
on as  an  obliging  attention.  Without 
any  one  to  countenance  and  direct  me,  I 
muft  have  been  extremely  at  a  Jofs  in  a 
place  fo  new  to  me;  but  I  have  fince  per- 
ceived his  motive  was  to  prevent  my  be- 
coming intimate  with  any  perfon  who, 
not  being  fo  well  inftructed,  might  have 
fruftrated  his  views. 

In  the  interim,  my  lord'sprincipal  care 
was  finding  me  o.it  a  variety  of  amufe- 
ments.  I  was  carried  to  eveiy  place 
where  there  was  any  novelty  that  might 
divert  me;  but  none  made  fo  great  an 
impreflion  on  me,  as  a  collection  of  curi- 
ofities,  and  Bedlam,  both  of  which  I  was 
fhewn.  I  propoled  great  pleafure  from 
the  firlt,  imagining  I  mould  there  fee 
every  thing  thnt  was  uncommonly  beau- 
tiful ;  and  was  greatly  difappointed  to 
find  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  collector 
feemed  to  have  been  actuated  by  a  pique 
at  Nature;  for  if  me  happened  to  fwerve 
from  her  general  laws,  to  contradict  all 
order,  beauty,  and  ufe,  the  mifhapen, 
uninformed  mafs,  became  to  him  more 
valuable  than  her  faireft  productions.  He 
hadfpent  his  life  in  fearch  of  things  from 
which  moft  people  would  have  runaway, 
and  had  cheriflied  what  would  have 
frighted  others.  I  found  he  was  the  ge- 
neral parent  of  monfters,  the  grand  nurie 
of  abortions,  and  equally  the  careful  re- 
ceiver of  thofe  who  were  born  dead  or 
died  of  old  age,  declaring  war  with  the 
earth,  by  defrauding  it  of  it's  due  tri- 
bute, the  bodies  of  the  deceafed.  The 
latter,  indeed,  I  was  informed,  had  not 
been  performed  by  his  own  art,  he  hav- 
ing robbed  Egypt  cf  half  it's  Ptolemies, 
and  yet  without  a  moral  view  in  mewing 
how  poor  a  load  is  the  body  of  a  king. 
One  might  fay  with  Antony— 

'Lie  there,  them  fhadow  of  an  emperor  ; 
.  '  Theground  thou  cover1  ft  on  thy  motherEarth 
'Is  all  thy  empire  now.'— — • 

I  was  carried  next  to  Bedlam,  where  I 
was  furprized  to  findfo  fewperfons  con- 
fined in  a  place  which  I  was  told  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of  fuch  as 
were  deprived  of  their  reafon  ;  for  I  my- 
felf  had  feen  a  fuffident  number  to  have 


filled  it,  whom  I  mould  have  judged  well 
qualified. 

It  was  (!•  ange  to  me  that  no  perfon 
flioui.i  be  thought  to  deferve  confine- 
ment but  he  whole  hurtful  actions  pro- 
iv  i.'d  from  mifiaken  notions  ;  while  he 
who  is  prompted  by  evil  intentions,  who 
acts  in  open  defiance  of  religion,  <v:rtiiet 
and  reafm,  and  endeavours  to  form  a 
happinefs  for  himfelf  in  deftroying  that' 
of  lociety,  mall  be  imitated  by  a  few,  ap- 
proved by  many,  and  tolerated  by  all. 
He  (hall  be  fuffered  to  enjoy  liberty  who 
from  a  fnlfe  pride  induces  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily to  beggary  and  mame;  he  who 
proititutes  his  principles,  and  tramples 
honeity  under  foot,  in  order  to  gain  ho- 
nours, mall  be  received  into  fociety; 
while  the  poor  wretch  who  innocently 
fancies  himfelf  a  king,  mail  be  fliut  in  a 
dark  room,  denied  the  light  of  the  fun, 
which  gracioully  '  mines  on  the  juft  and 
*  the  unjuft.' 

I  received  great  confolation  from  fee- 
ing fo  much  happinefs  among  a  fet  who 
above  all  others  feemed  to  claim  our  pityj 
and  was  glad  to  find  that  the  hmaticks 
in  Bedlam,  as  well  as  thofe  that  live  more 
at  large,  could  fay  that  '  there  is  a  plea- 
'  fure  in  being  mad,  which  none  but 
'  madmen  know;'  and  I  am  not  fure  the 
former  have  not  the  larger  (hare  of  it. 
He  who  madly  believes  felicity  toconfilt 
in  things  which  when  attained  would 
give  him  more  pain  than  fatisfaction;  he 
who  aims  at  impoffibilities,  and  fearches 
for  what  cannot  be  difcovered  ;  has  juit 
reafon  enough  to  feel  difappointment, 
but  not  to  conquer  the  turn  of  mind 
which  led  him  into  the  vain purfuit  which 
occafioned  it. 

On  the  contrary,  in  Bedlam  the  ambi- 
tious man  is  a  king;  and,  with  fancied 
majefty,  ftruts  a»proudly  in  his  wretched 
rags  as  if  cloathed  in  coronation  robes, 
and  his  head  is  as  eafy  as  if  graced  with 
a  diadem,  Themifer,  in  his  ditty  cell,  - 
believes  himfelf  poflefled  of  mines  of  gold, 
and  rejoices  in  his  ftore.  The  gay  man 
enjoys  imaginary  pleafure,  and  fancies 
variety,  while  his  life  pafles  in  a  dull 
famenefs  day  after  day.  The  politician 
here  beholds  the  fuccefs  of  every  fcheme  ; 
he  new-moulds  the  Irate,  wages  bloody- 
wars,  effects  the  greateft  revolutions,  and 
becomes  the  ruler  of  the  world,  without 
ftirring  out  of  his  little  cell.  Here  the 
author's  imagination  reconciles  the  two 
things  he  before  found  moft  irrecon- 
cileable,  wit  and  riches }  and,  enrap- 
N  a  turtd, 
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tured,  enjoys  a  confcioufnefs  of  fuperior 
genius.  The  vain  woman,  in  fpite  of 
age  or  fmall-pox,  perceives  an  admirer 
in  every  one  that  beholds  her ;  and  the 
finical  beau  fancies  finery  in  his  filth. 
Where  every  thing  is  imaginary,  the 
pride  and  vanity  of  the  undertaker  af- 
iures  him  of  fuccefs ;  nothing  but  reafon 
will  convince  an  obftinate  man  that  his 
genius  can  be  conquered,  and  his  well- 
laid  fcheme  baffled. 

I  was  rot  long  permitted  to  enioy  the 
coniblation  I  received  from  finding  that 
rnilery  was  not  always  the  portion  of  the 
mad ;  for  we  were  foorf  carried  to  another 
part  of  the  hofpital,  let  aiide  for  thofe 
who  were  airlifted  with  imaginary 
wretchednefs.  This,  indeed,  was  a  dread- 
ful fight;  for  though  the  caulcs  were 
fantaliick,  the  fufferings  were  real. 
There  was '  fomething  too  fhocking  in 
this  icene  to  tempt  me  to  make  a  ftay  of 
many  minutes  in  it.  We  left  it  as  loon 
as  we  could  ;  but  yet  I  thought  die  lel- 
fon  it  gave  might  not  be  ufelels  to  a  mind 
capable  of  refk&ion.  Should  it  not  teach 
mankind  to  endeavour  to  bring  their 
paflions  under  the  directions  of  reafon  ? 
To  fix  their  inconftant  minds,  and  expel 
every  fantaflick  whim,  lelt  they  ftiould 
gain  ftrength  from  time  and  encourage- 
ment, till  they  arrive  at  the  dreadful  ex- 
cefs  of  which  Bedlam  affords  fo  many 
examples  ?  If  people  once  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  deviate  from  Realbn's  path, 
who  can  pretend  to  fix  any  certain  bounds 
for  their  mifguided  fteps  ?  and  when  the 
coniiftency  of  action  which  me  mould 
conftitute  gives  place  to  every  whim  of  a 
capricious  mind,  it  is  wonderful  that 
'  they  mould  wander  on  till  they  arrive  at 
diftraclion.  The  pleafwes,  honours, 
and  misfortunes,  of  thofe  who  are  deno- 
minated rational  beings,  are  generally 
imaginary  ;  thty  frequently  rejoice  at 
\vhat  is  no  benefit,  and  grieve  for  what  is 
no  evil ;  they  eageriy  puiiue  trifles  which 
are  not  worth  a  thought,  and  neglect  mat- 
ters of  the  higheft  importance ;  in  fhort, 
they  will  labour  years  to  obtain  ptenlinvs 
which  laft  but  a  day ;  ?.nd,  for  a  moment's 
gratification,  will  gut:  up  the  happinefs 
which  mall  continue  through  all  Ucr- 
nity. 

1  cannot  help  thinking  your  ladyfliip 
lulled  into  a  fweet  (lumber  by  my  mo- 
ralizing on  this  fccnc ;  but  indeed  you 
muft  excufe  me ;  for  it  made  fo  dce,>  an 
imprefiion  on  my  mind,  that  I  cail  never 


recollect  it  without  falling  back  into  tnt 
fame  train  of  reflections  which  I  tluu 
made  upon  it,  and  for  which  a  longer  ex- 
perience of  the  world  has  only  ferved  to 
give  me  a  greater  fcope.  In  ccmfidera- 
tion  of  this  indulgence,,  I  will  prom: It- , 
if  poflible,  to  avoid  all  fuch  offence  for 
the  future  ;  and,  the  better  to  efteft  it, ' 
will  carry  your  lady/hip  to  a  new  place, 
pafling  over  in  liTence  the  remainder  of 
the  time  I  fpent  in  London ;  for,  as  it  af- 
forded little  befide  matter  for  reflection- 
on  cuftoms  to  which  I  was  a  ftranger,  I 
may  be  apt  again  to  turn  morali/er.  I 
muft  depend  on  the  actions  of  others  for 
making  my  narration  more  agreeable  to 
yon  than  a  long  feries  of  my  own 
thoughts,  which  are  nothing  but  acom- 
poiition  of  witty  obl'ervationsthat  would 
make  any  good-natured  perfon  weep  the 
poverty  of  the  imagination  that  gave  rill- 
to  them  ;  lively  remarks  that  would  prove 
better  Ibporificks  than  all  the  opium  in 
Turkey}  diflertations,  moral,  religious, 
and  entertaining ;  from  which,  after 
much  yawning,  you  may  learn  that  it  is 
right  to  do  right,  and  wrong  to  do 
wrong ;  that  friendfhip  is  better  than  en- 
mity, and  that  it  is  wifer  to  pleafe  than 
to  offend.  Thefe  great  truths  I  fliali 
leave  to  be  taught  by  perfons  who  love 
fporting  on  an  old  fentiment  in  thread- 
bare words,  avoiding  as  much  as  I  can 
the  produce  of  my  own  brain,  in  hopes, 
of  affording  you  more  entertainment  by 
collecting  exoticks,  than  from  any  plant* 
that  arife  from  fo  bad  a  foil  as  my  ima- 
gination, which  is  not  very  fertile  of  any 
thing  but  weeds. 

I  muft  not,  however,  omit  one  affair 
which  was  tranfacled  before  we  left  Lon- 
don. The  Marchionels  of  Trent, 
fo  enraged  at  Mrs.  Herner's  having  left 
me  a  poflibility  of  efcaping,  by  which 
her  fcheines  were  fruftrated,  and  me  ex- 
poied,  that  (he  refufecl  to  fee  her  at  her  re- 
turn to  London,  where  Mrs.  Hcrner 
went  as  1'oon  as  (lie  found  I  was  irreco- 
verably loft.  A  more  lamentable  effect 
of  t^c  marchior.efs's  difpleafnre  than  the 
withdrawing  tlxe  light  of  her  counte- 
nance, was  her  refuting  to  maintain  her 
any  longer,  in  which  denial  (he  abuful 
her  in  the  molt  opprobrious  terms  tint 
rage  and  infolence  could  fuggeft.  la 
this  diftrefs  Mrs.  Herner  applied  to  ma- 
ny of  her  friends,  but  found  that  few 
people's  companion  extended  farther 
than  words  andcondolances;  as  for  more 
efftftual 
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confolatioii,  every  one  fliifteJ 
her  off  to  another,  as  more  able  to  aflilt 
her.  Like  Gay's  hare,  (he  received  no- 
thing but  advice  to  apply  to  others ;  '  The 
4  (beep's  at  hand,  and  wool  is  warm.''  I 
fuppoie  (he  thought  I  might  harbour 
fome  refentmentagainft  her,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  part  ihe  had  been  employed 
to  act  towards  me ;  at  leaft  law  no  rea- 
fon  to  expert  I  mould  do  for  her  what 
thofe  who  call  themfelves  her  friends  re- 
fufed ;  fo  that  I  only  heard  by  chance 
that  (he  and  her  niece  had  quarrelled, 
but  the  occafion  of  it  was  unknown. 
Lord  Dorcheller  had  advifed  me  to  ccn- 
ceal  the  marchionels1s  behaviour  towards 
me,  and  Mrs.  Herner  had  not  declared 
it,  fearing  to  exafperate  her  (till  more. 

Though  I  was  as  little  difpofed  to 
efteem  Mrs.  Herner' s  difpofition  as  to 
be  grateful  for  the  office  (he  had  under- 
taken, yet  I  could  not  be  infeniible  to  her 
iliftrefs.  '  A  brave  man  ftruggling  with 
*  the  ftorms  of  fate,'  is  the  nobleft  work 
of  God,  and  deferves  our  admiration  j 
but  a  mean  man  is  ftill  his  workman/hip, 
and,  when  afflifted,  demands  cur  pity. 
I  told  my  lord  how  much  her  misfor- 
tunes affecled  me;  and  the" more,  as  I 
was,  though  not  blameably,  the  occafion 
of  tliem.  1  found  his  heart  was  not  lefs 
penetrable  than  mine  ;  he  compafiionated 
her,  and  faid  he  could  not  bear  that  any 
one  (liould  be  made  wretched  by  an  event 
which  reftored  his  happinefs.  He  an- 
fwered  me,  that  I  might  be  eafy  on  her 
account,  for  he  would  take  care  (lie  (hould 
have  the  means  of  being  ib;  but  thought 
it  right  that,  if  poffible,  they  (hould  be 
procured  from  Lady  Trente,  who  at  leaft 
dderved  that  punimment. 

Lord  Dorchefter  accordingly  went  to 
the  marchionefs,  and  told  her,  that  (lie 
muft  know  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
her  treatment  of  me,  and  that  (he  might 
expeft  to  have  it  made  publick,  and  to 
become  the  topick  of  genera]  difcourfe, 
if  (he  would  not  agree  to  fettle  an  inde- 
pendency on  Mrs.  Herner.  Not  that  he 
was  at  all  obliged  to  that  lady's  inten- 
tions, who  had  been  a  vigilant  gaoler, 
bxit  becaufe  he  pitied  the  woman.  Lady 
Trente  was  (hocked  at  feeing  my  lord  ; 
but  this  propofal  foon  turned  the  blu(h 
of  fhame  into  the  higher  red  of  anger. 
He  found  her  invincible  fpirit  (carcely  to 
be  fubdued  by  the  pride  of  reputation. 
She  would  indeed,  after  a  (hort  refift- 
ance,  have  confented  to  receive  her  aunt; 
fcut  my  lord  had  undertaken  the  poor 


woman's  caufe,  and  thought  he  mould 
but  half  relieve  her  diftrefs,  if  he  expofeiS 
her  to  her  piece's  ill-tifage.  He  there- 
fore infilied  on  a  fettlement  (;f  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum  for  her,  finding 
no  hopes  of  liich  an  allowance  volunta- 
rily, as  lie  thought  her  relation  to  the 
marchionefs,  and  her  paft  merits,  deferved 
from  her.  At  lad  he  fucceeded,  got  the 
fettlement  drav/n  up,  and  delivered  it  infr» 
the  hands  of  the  overjoyed  Mrs.  Herner. 


CHAP.     X. 

LADY  Paleftine  delayed  our  goin^ 
to  Tunbridge  for  more  than  a  fort- 
night after  Lord  Dorchefter  wifhed  me 
there.  He  was  delirous  of  my  drinking 
the  waters  as  foon  as  the  weather  would 
permit ;  but  her  ladyfhip  did  not  appre- 
hend (he  mould  receive  diffident  pleasure 
from  watching  my  recovery,  to  reconcile 
her  to  the  place  whiie  it  continued  empty. 
She  did  not  give  this  as  her  reafon  for 
deferring  her  journey,  but  put  it  upon 
byfmcfs,  which,  in  a  woman  who  had  no 
bufmefs  but  pleafure,  told  it  as  plainly, 
though  more  civilly,  than  if  (lie  had  faid 
it  in  exprefs  terms.  By  this  delay,  the 
place  was  pretty  full  when  we  got  thither. 
We  arrived  late  at  night;  but  the  love  of 
company  determined  Lady  Paleftine  to 
appear  the  next  morning ;  and  (he  infixed 
on  my  doing  the  fame.  I  had  been  ac- 
cullomed  to  evening  crowds  ;  but  to  be 
introduced  into  one  fo  early  in  the  day 
was  quite  new  to  me,  and  fo  little  agree- 
able to  me  at  a  time  when  my  health  made 
me  rather  languid  in  a  morning,  that  I 
wondered  it  mould  ever  be  a  practice 
among  a  fociety  of  invalids. 

The  mufick  which  played  while  the 
company  remained  upon  the  walks  pleaf- 
ed  me;  but  I  have  laughed  at  myfelf 
fince,  for  the  reafons  I  afligncd  for  it.  I 
imagined  it  was  intended  as  a  part  of  that 
courfe  which  was  to  reftore  the  lick  to 
health  j  and  medicinally  dcfigncd  to  pro- 
mote chearfulnefs,  to  remove  the  gloonii- 
nefs  acquired  in  the  night,  enliven  the 
languor  of  a  fick  perfon's  morning,  to 
divert  their  thoughts  from  their  infirmi- 
ties, and  give  a  turn  to  their  (pints.  Not 
contented  with  this  reafon  alone,  as  fome 
of  the  mufick  feenied  too  loud  for  the 
trembling  frame  of  an  invalid,  I  fufpeftcd 
it  was  allb  intended  to  drown  the  Com- 
plaints of  the  fick,  as  daims  and  trum- 
pets are  ufed  in  battle  to  prevent  the 
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groans  of  all  the  wounded  from  being 
heard  by  the  reft,  who  might  be  intimi- 
dated by  fhtm.  Imagination  often  makes 
us  attribute  to  defign  what  is  really  the 
effect  of  chance' — 

'  And  learned  commentators  view, 
*  In  Homer,  nure  than  Homer  knew.* 

But  I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  that,  though 
this  may  not  be  a  reafon  for  the  muiick's 
playing,  it  is  a  good  confequence  ariliflg 
from  it;  for  I  obferved,  that  "if  it  ceafed 
for  a  moment,  I  heard  a  hundred  voices, 
too  weJt,  indeed,  to  contend  with  the  fhrill 
violin,  or  the  hoarfe  violincello,  uttering 
promiicuoufly  the  words  Jaundice,  Palfy, 
Gout,  Rheumatilrn,  with  the  names  of 
almclr.  every  other  difeafe  incident  to  hu- 
man nature;  with  fo  minute  a  detail  of 
the  fymptoms  of  each,  as  increafed  the 
evil  in  the  fuftercr's  imagination,  and 
lowered  the  fpirits  of  the  hearer;  and  all 
in  lucli  a  confufion  of  tongues,  that  it  was 
impoiTible  to  appropriate  to  each  their 
refpe&ive  complaints;  but  ferved  to  con- 
vince me,  that  all  diftempers  were  there 
affembled.  This  filled  my  mind  with  a 
kind  of  horror;  and  I  was  ahnoft  ready 
to  believe  I  had  made  one  in  Holbein's 
Dance  of  Death. 

I  was  for  feme  time  armifcd  with  the 
variety  of  characters  this  place  afforded, 
and  with  the  vanity  and  envy  fo  apparent 
in  many,  which,  I  make  no  doubt,  often 
delays  the  benefit  that  would  otherwife 
be  received  from  the  waters.  A  pretty 
woman  afflicted  with  tlie  jaundice,  whofe 
fpirits  have  been  fnfficiently  depreffed 
with  the  cloud  of  yellow  fpread  over  her 
charms,  has  been  feen  to  grow  vifibly  of 
a  deeper  dye  by  the  perfecution  of  a  rival 
beauty,  who,  to  compleat  the  triumph  of 
health  and  blcorn,  would  always  lit  next 
her.  It  \v:-s  common  to  fee  a  young  lady 
with  I  ,  ,  and  relplendent  com- 

plexion, pisce  herfelf  clofe  by  a  pale  and 
anguid  fpectre,  and  with  pleafure  con- 
fidering  the  contraft;  or  a  giggling  girl, 
croudinp:  '•.  dejected  invalid,  who  might 
have  fat  for  the  image  of- Patience  on  a 
monument. 

The  variety  of  behaviour  in  this  vari- 
ous company  was  not  lefs  entertaining. 
I  was  often  diverted  with  obfcrving  a 
meeting  between  a.  delicate  town  lady,  and 
a  robuit  northern  lafs:  the  contempt  in 
each  of  th.-ir  rcunter.ancci  furEciently 
proved  the  felf-fatisfaction  of  both.  The 
cai'y  affurauce  of  a  pcrfon  much  accuf- 
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tomedHo-company,  and  the  timorous  fly- 
nefs  of  a  country  girl,  who  never  before 
was  five  miles  diiiant  from  the  family 
manfion,  makes  no  bad  fcene;  the  one 
advancing  with  intended  affability}  while 
the  other,  with  innocent  fear,  retires  from 
the  forward  thing,  whom  (he  lufpects  of 
fome  bad  defign. 

When  I  had  fo  often  cbferved  thefe 
movements  of  the  mind,  that  they  grew 
old  to  me,  they  ceafcd  to  entertain,  and  I 
became  very  much  tired  of  the  rooms, 
except  en  ball-nights.  I  loved  dancing; 
and  Lord  Dorchefter,  or  Lord  Larbo- 
rough,  (who  followed  us  down  to  Tun- 
bridge)  were  my  partners.  I  found  more 
than  ever  the  inconvenience  of  being  the 
lubject  of  obfervation.  I  could  neither 
fit  nor  walk  in  peace;  every  motion  was. 
conftrained,  by  perceiving  myfelf  conti- 
nually ftared  at.  In  a  morning,  indeed, 
I  was  lefs  obferved ;  fick  people  have  not 
then  fpirits  enough  to  be  impertinent:  my 
lord  faid  I  owed  it  to  the  palenefs  of  my 
complexion;  for  ficknefs  had  robbed  meof 
my  natural  colour,  though  the  heat  of  the 
room  in  an  evening  would,  in  a  degree, 
reftore  it.  Lady  Paleftine  ufed  to  be  out 
of  patience  with  the  ur.eafinefs  (he  fawme 
under  at  being  looked  at;  and  would  tell 
(  me  me  never  envied  me  fo  much:  I  have 
been  ready  to  reply,  that  perhaps  me 
thought  a  very  exact  examination  could 
difcovcr  only  bea-.tties  in  her,  whereas  I 
was  fearful  that  fuch  ftrict  obfervation 
muft  rather  enable  them  to  perceive  de- 
feels  in  me,  which  in  a.  tranfient  view 
might  be  overlooked . 

I  wiihed  myfelf  lefs  at  leifure  to  remark 
the  actions  ot  others,  the  impertinent  ef- 
fect of  idlenefs;  and,  growing' extremely 
tired  of  fitting  by  a  card- table,  without 
having  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  game 
there  played  at,  (which,  however,  fo  fixed 
Lord  Dorcheiter  and  Lady  Pnleftine's 
thoughts  on  their  cards,  that  I  had  no 
convcrfation  with  them)  I  was  tempted 
to  tiy  my  fortune  at  a  game  at  Chance, 
then  much. in  fa(hion.  As  no  (kill  was 
required,  I  thought  I  might  fucceed  as 
well  as  others.  Fortune  has  been  faid  to 
favour  fools;  and  at  play  I  was  an  abfo- 
lute  idiot;  therefore  had  fome  reafon  to 
hope  flic  would  prove  propitious. 

I  went  home  the  firft  night,  winner  of 

two  or  three  guineas,  and  was  very  well 

entertained.     Play,  by  keeping  up  an 

eager  attention,  amufed  me  much;  and 

focn  awakened  in  me  the  fpirit  of  agp.me- 

1  regularly  attended  the  table  every 

night, 


OPHELIA. 


97 


night,  but  conftantly  with  bad  fuccefs. 
This  did  not  difcoiirage  me;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  convinced  my  good  luck  was 
changed,  I  continued  till  I  had  not  a  (hil- 
ling left ;  fully  expecting  that  every  ftake 
would  bring  me  back  part  of  what  I  had 
loft.  I  was  now  inadifagreeable  iituation: 
I  reproached  myfelf  for  iny  folly;  and, 
not  being  able  to  fupr-ly  the  expences  of 
going  abroad,  was  obliged  to  fpend  my 
evenings  at  home.  This  was  not  very 
eafy;  for  Lady  Pakftine  loved  no  place 
that  was  not  croudect,  and  my  lord  was 
engaged  in  a  party  which  he  knew  not  how 
to  leave.  I  was  obliged,  therefore,  to 
practiCe  a  conftant  reiiltance  to  the  pref- 
ling  inilances  they  continually  made  me 
to  accompany  them.  It  was  wiih  regret 
I  did  what  teemed  fo  very  obftinate  and 
difobligma;,  as  to  perfift  in  faying  I  did 
not  chufe  to  go  when  they  fo  earneftly 
entreated  it;  but  I  was  too  much  afhamed 
of  my  folly,  to  own  my  reafon;  befides, 
that  it  would  have  been  making  my  lord 
pay  for  it  inftead  of  myfelf.  To  be  fo 
long  deprived  of  his  prefence,  was  very 
painful  to  me :  if  I  hadgoneto  the  rooms, 
there  were  times  when  he  was  not  fixed  to 
a  card-table,  and  then  I  ufed  to  enjoy 
his  converfation ;  but  now  I  did  not  fee 
him  for  three  long  hours  together.  He 
too  regretted  the  fame;  and  at  laft  began 
to  account  for  my  oftinacy  from  his  own 
imagination. 

One  day  he  was  extremely  melancholy, 
though  he  feemed  as  fond  of  me  as  ever, 
if  not  more  tender ;  but  it  was  accompa- 
nied by  fuch  an  air  of  dejeclion,  that  I 
forgot  the  emptinefs  of  my  purfe,  and 
thought  of  nothing  bin  him. 

Having  a  dread  of  his  jealous  temper, 
I  coniidered  whether  this  change  could 
be  attributed  to  it.  I  recalled  to  mind 
evety  circumftance  of  my  behaviour; 
whereby  I  difTi  pared  all  fears  of  that  fort. 
I  had  been  fo  very  cautious  of  giving 
him  offence,  that  I  had  avoided  the 
acquaintance  of  all  men,  and  had  not  even 
given  a  civil  anfwer  to  thofe  who  fpoke 
to  me,  or  thanked  them  for  fuch  civilities 
as  people  have  an  opportunity  of  paying 
at  a  publick  place.  To  do  this  had  been 
a  great  force  on  my  difpoiition,  which  is 
naturally  free  and  gay ;  but  I  had  fuffer- 
ed  too  much  not  to  conquer  it. 

Unable  to  guefs  at  the  reafon  of  the 
depreflion  of  my  lord's  fpirits,  I  begged 
him  to  tell  it  me;  and,  with  fome  reluc- 
tance, he  faid — '  It  is  cruel,  my  dear 
'  Ophelia,  to  perfecute  you  any  more.  I 


am  fenfible,  if  I  am  unhappy,  it  is  not 
with  your  intention :  your  behaviour 
fliews  me,  that  you  are  unwilling  to 
make  me  fo  ;  though  it  aJrlicls,  yet  it 
obliges  me;  and,  by  raiiing  my  efteem, 
increafes  my  affe&ion,  while  it  proves 
the  abatement  of  your"s.    Do  not  ima- 
gine I  mean  to  reproach  you :  you  are 
not  unjuft,  though  I  cm  unhappy;  our 
inclinations  are  not  in  our  power;  if 
your's  were,  I  am  perfuaded  I  mould 
retain  the  fame  portion  I  once  enioyed. 
You  look  furpiized;  but  pardon  me, 
my  deareft  angel,  if  I  impute  your  re- 
folution  of  not  going  abroad  to  a  de- 
fire  of  conquering   fome  imprerTions 
made  on  your  heart,  which  in  publick 
you  fear  would  be  increafed.     I  can 
aflign  no  other  reafon  for  your  refifting 
our  importunities,  and  thus  turning  us 
loofe  in  a  place  of  gaiety  and  dillipa- 
tion;  nor  for  the  confufion  and  dif- 
turbance  which  is  vifible  in  you  when 
we  endeavour  to  get  you  with  us,  and 
the  thoughtfuinefs  in  which  I  or'.'en  per- 
ceive you.    I  admire  the  efforts  you  ufe 
to  conquer  this  new-born  inclination : 
it  is  worthy  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart; 
which  would  make  you  grieve  to  reridtr 
any  one  fo  unhappy,  as  you  know  I 
mail  be  made  by  the  lofs  of  your  af- 
fe£tior.s.     I  have  nothing  to  complain 
of  but  my  own  defects,  which  prevent 
my  keeping  a  heart  that  fo  generoufly 
endeavours  to  remain  mine.    I  almoit 
pity  you  for  polfeiling  virtues,  which 
increafe  a  love  your  humanity  would 
wiih  to  diminifh :  you  are  far  above  the 
low  pride  of  deliring  to  preferve  an  af- 
fection you  cannot  return.     My  kind, 
my  good  Ophelia,  tell  me,  with  your 
natural  fincerity,  if  I  may  hope,  that, 
by  thus  avoiding  my  powerful  rival, 
I  begin  to  recover  the  heart  I  was  in 
danger  of  lofmg.'    All  this  he  uttered 
with  fo  much  melancholy  am1,  tender.nefs, 
that  I  could  have  flied  tears  for  his  ima- 
ginary misfortune.    My  alionifhment  at 
this  -unaccountable  whim  was  beyond 
expreffion.     I  cried  out — '  What  will 
not  a  iealous  fancy  fuggeft!  How  fer- 
tile is  it's  invention !  Oh !    my  lord, 
how  ingenious  are  you  to  torment  your- 
felf !  Who  would  imagine  that  all  your 
fuppofitions  have  no  other  foundation 
than  my  flaying  a  few  days  at  home  ! 
Confider  how  fufceptible  you  are  of 
fancies  that  afrlicl  you.     Had  I  been 
eager  to  go  abroad,  I  mould  have  given 
rife  to  fome  of  theip  kinds  of  fufpicion  s : 

«  by 


by  chnflng  to  flay  at  home,  I  have  done 
the  lame.  C.ui  nothing  but  a  total  in- 
difference to  every  thing  give  you  the 
eafe  of  mind  I  wifh  you  ?  I  have  much 
ot  it  in  my  heart;  but  youth  and  vi- 
vacity will  not  fuffcr  fuch  coldnefs  of 
manner.'1  I  then  allured  him  that,  fo 
iar  from  having  found  any  one  whom 
1  was  difpofed  to  like  too  well,  I  had  not 
even  feen  a  man  that  was  more  agreeable 
to  me.  But  aJl  I  could  fay,  would  not 
convince  him.  He  replied,  this  was  the 
anfwerof  my  humanity,  not  of  my  truth  j 
that  I  thought  concealment  juftified  by 
the  eale  it  might  give  him;  and,  in  Ihort, 
he  would  not  believe  that  his  fears  were 
groundlefs,  if  I  would  not  tell  him  the 
reafons  of  my  leaving  off  going  abroad, 
when  he  imagined  it  was  grown  more 
agreeable  by  my  having  got  into  a  party 
at  a  game,  of  which  I  leemed  very  fond. 
I  then  told  him,  the  truth  was,  I  had 
foeen  fo  foolifh  as  to  lofe  too  much  money 
to  like  it  any  longer.  *  That,'  replied 
his  lordfhip, '  is  no  reafon  why  you  mould 
'  not  go  abroad  as  you  did  before  you 
*  played,1  Thus  he  perplexed  me  by  not 
readily  accepting  my  reafons,  till  at  lalt 
I  was  reduced  to  tell  him,  that  I  thought 
it  would  be  more  prudent  to  take  the  ho- 
nour of  the  delicate,  wife,  and  generous 
ientiments,  upon  which  he  had  fuppofed 
Kie  to  aft,  than  to  own  frankly,  that  I 
was  fo  very  great  a  fool,  as  to  Icfe  every 
fhilHng  I  had  at  cards;  and  by  that  means 
had  been  obliged  to  keep  houfe  for  want 
of  money  to  defray  the  neceilary  expences 
of  going  abroad. 

I  looked  fi.fficiently  filly,  I  believe, 
when  I  made  this  confeflion;  but  when 
I  had  thus  mortified  myfelf,  it  was  hard 
that  my  lord  would  icarcely  credit  it.  To 
give  a  particular  defcription  of  my  folly, 
was  a  luincientpuniihment  for  it;  but  I 
•found  this  necefiary,  in  order  to  convince 
his  incredulity;  fo,  with  feme  blufhes,  I 
told  him,  that  my  firft  ill-luck  made  me 
defperate,  and  I  loft  all  my  money  in  try- 
ing to  recover  part  of  it. 

Lord  Dorchefter  laughed  fo  heartily, 
that  he  put  me  almoft  out  of  humour, 
and  quite  out  of  countenance;  but  he  loon 
acknowledged  this  to  be  fo  natural  and 
fo  common,  that  k  was  extremely  credi- 
ble ;  and  declared  himfelf  overjoyed  to 
find  that  my  money,  and  not  my  affec- 
tions, had  been  won.  He  would  have  re- 
paired my  ill-fortune,  by  giving  me  much 
more  than  I  chjfe  to  accept.  He  begged 
1  would  not  controul  my  inclinations ;  for 


he  could  furnilh  me  with  a  conflderabfc 
fum  yearly,  without  any  inconvenience  to 
himfelf,  and  could  trult  to  my  prudence 
for  not  exceeding  it. 

I  could  not  forbear  returning  him 
thanks  for  an  indulgence,  in  reality,  fb 
blameable;  but,  telling  him,  that  ! 
willing  to  build  his  dependance  on  a  very 
weak  foundation,  as  my  paft  folly  too 
plainly  fliewed,  I  allured  him,  I  was  fuffi- 
ciently  difgufted  with  play,  and  would 
never  again  begin  any  thing  to  which  my 
prudence  found  it  difficult  to  put  a  ftop. 

My  lord  feemed  fo  happy  at  having 
learnt  the  caufe  of  my  retirement,  that  I 
could  not  but  think  I  was  peculiarly  for- 
tunate in  having  the  power  of  giving  fo 
much  pleafure  by  the  difcovery  of  my 
follies.  But  this  fulpicious  turn  in  his 
temper  appeared  to  me  very  ftrange :  I 
thought  it  an  unaccountable  narrownefs 
of  mind  in  a  man  fo  generous  in  other 
refpefts. 

I  wondered  he  mould  ftippofe  friend- 
fhip  could  be  fo  loon  conceived  or  ended, 
iince  either  appeared  to  me  a  work  of 
time.  One  might  fee  merit  in  an  early 
acquaintance,  or,  in  fome  unguarded  mo- 
ment, difcover  faults,  which  for  a  long 
time  had  been  concealed ;  but  the  efFecl 
could  not  be  fo  fpeedy.  Natural  indif- 
ference, or  habitual  fondnefs,  require  time 
to  conquer  them.  However,  as  the  co- 
vetoufnefs  of  my  affection  proved  the 
value  he  fet  upon  it,  I  was  not  inclined 
to  complain  of  the  confequences;  but 
thought  myfelf  made  for  the  definition 
of  his  virtues,  Iince  only  in  his  behaviour 
to  me,  had  he  ever  fwerved  fronvthe  moft 
extenfive  generofity  and  tciuU-rcll  huma- 
nity. 


CHAP.     XL 

DUR I NG  my  ftay  at  Tunbridgc,  I 
faw  many  bad  confequences  at- 
tend gaming;  but  none  are  worth  com- 
municating, except  one,  which  was  fo 
ludicrous,  that  as  it  foon  became  publick, 
it  grew  a  general  entertainment.  Atoun- 
try  gentleman,  a  few  years  before,  had 
married  a  young  lady,  with  whom  he 
made  an  agreement  before  marriage,  that 
me  fhould  never  go  to  London ;  to  which, 
as  liking  the  man  and  his  fortune,  (he 
readily  conlentcd.  After  a  pretty  long 
ftay  in  the  country,  me  began  to  grow  a 
little  tired  of  her  folitude,  and  could  not 
forbear  ufing  fome  perfuafions,  to  pre- 
vail 
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Vail  on  her  hufband  to  be  more  com- 
plaifant  after  rr.-.nage  than  he  was  be- 
fore: :t  llrar.  ";:-<:eavour  certainly;  but 
he  being  a  gdod-nfttured  man,  was  jrry 
to  refiue  her  earr.  requeft;  though,  as 
their  ei^.v;  was  finall,  and  they  Ind  a 
pretty  iarge  family,  he  could  not  recon- 
cile it  to  his  conscience.  However,  as  her 
dearc  g  ;>--T  very  ftrong,  and  her  irnpor- 
>'.f;  at  la',  tolri  her,  that 
an  v'voedition  to  London  was  too  cxpen- 
five  to  agree  with  their  finances;  but,  if 
/lie  could  lave  up  an  hundred  pounds, 
(as  fhe  had  the  fole  care  cl:  the  money) 
he  would  go  with  her  to  Tunbridge,  and 
ftay  there  as  long  as  it  lafted. 

Thus  encouraged  in  her  ctconomy,  fhe 
abridged  theft  own  table,  ftarvedthe  ier- 
vants,  and  was  indefatigable  in  her  en- 
deavours to  fcrape  up  this  happy  Ann. 

This,  in  a  year's  time,  fhe  accompli  di- 
ed, and  with  great  joy  acquainted  her 
hufband  with  it.  He  had  fuffered  a  little 
by  the  change  which  this  fparingnefs  had 
produced  in  the  entertainment  of  himfelf 
and  his  friends  ;  but  that  had  never  mor- 
tified him  fo  much  as  the  knowledge 
that  the  fum  was  compleated.  He  was 
fond  of  the  country,  loved  the  fport  it 
afforded,  and  had,  befides,  great  part  of 
his  eltate  in  his  hands,  for  the  good  ma- 
nagement of  which  his  prefence  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary.  However,  he  would 
not  difappoint  his  wife,  nor  break  his 
word :  Ib  the  day  was  fixed,  and  they  went 
thither  accordingly.  They  placed  them- 
felves  in  the  firli  lodgings  they  could 
find ;  but  as  they  were  very  bad,  it  was 
agreed  they  mould  change  them  for  bet- 
ter the  next  week. 

Now  our  lady  was  in  high  blifs ;  and, 
that  all  her  time  might  be  filled  up,  was 
abroad  from  morning  till  night.  The 
hufband  was  not  fond  of  any  of  the  di- 
verfions  going  forward  tl;ere;  and  found 
the  wearinefs  natural  to  people  at  firft 
coming  to  a  place  where  they  have  no 
acquaintance,  and  where  the  manner  of 
life  is  quite  different  from  what  they  have 
been  accuftomed  to,  or  liked;  but  he  did 
not  defpond,  as  he  hoped  to  get  into  a 
little  more  fociety  and  hofpitality  when 
they  had  a  better  apartment. 

Accordingly,  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
he  defired  his  lady  to  give  him  the  bill  in 
which  they  had  brought  their  money, 
that  he  might  get  it  changed,  and  then 
they  would  go  and  take  good  lodgings, 
and  fettle  themielves  in  a  comfortable 
and  bandfome  manner.  The  meek  wife 


was  a  little  confounded,  ani  deferred  her 
compliance,  faying  it*  was  time  enough j 
their  lodgings  would  ferve  very  well  ano- 
ther week,  and  then  they  fhouid  have 
better  choice,  as,  in  fo  fluchrat  i  . , 

many  people  would  be  gone  by  t' .;;  t  time, 
with  many  other  pretences  to  delay.  But 
the  hufband  Ihewing  her  reafons  were  not 
ruiEcu,.L,  pc!  (ifted  in  his  requelt. 

;  increased  her  confufion  to  the 
'  degree.  At  laft^  with  downcalt 
looks,  confcibus  blufhes,  and  fluttering 
voi.-e,  ihe  cr'os — '  My  dear,  I  have 
'  changed  the  bill!' — '  Oh,  very  well!' 
anfwered  the  huiband  ;  '  it  will  lave  me 
'  the  trouble  of  doing  it.  But  give  me  a 
'  little  money,  that  I  may  provide  us 
'  with  fuch  things  as  we  want.'  The 
poor  lady  grew  (till  more  diitrefled ;  and 
was  reduced  to  whifper — '  I  have  no 
'  money!' — '  I  beg  your  pardon,'  an- 
fwered he ;  '  I  underltood  you  had  chang- 
1  ed  the  bill.  Come,  give  it  me,  then, 

*  and  you  mail  have  fome  prefently.    I 
'  afTure  you,  Molly,  there  is  no  living  at 

*  this  place  without  money.' — '  You  are 
f  right,'  anfwered  the  penitent  wife  ;  'I 
«  have  changed  the  bill !'— f  Well,  well,' 
replied"the  hufband;  '  I  am  very  ftupid,, 
'  to  be  lure ;  this  thick  air  has  affected 

*  my  fenfes,  and  I  can  underftand  no- 
'  thing.     Firft,  I  fancied  you  faid  you 
'  had  Changed  the  bill ;  and  then,  that 
'  you  had  no  money.    I  do  nothing  but 
'  blunder.  Come,  my  dear,  let's  go  and 
'  feek  for  lodgings.     Our  coufms,  of 
'  Penn  Hall,  came  laft  night.  My  uncle 
'  Crump  writes  me  word  he  mall  be  here 

*  to-morrow ;  and  my  aunt  Jones  is  ex- 

*  peeled  every  minute.    We  muft  invite 
'  thefe  friends  to  dinner.     I  would  not 
'  have  them  think  we  are  grown  fine 

*  folks,  becaufe  we  are  in  a  fine  place; 

*  we  muft  not  forget  our  relations.     I 

*  love  to  live  well  every  where  with  my 

*  family.'  — «  My  love,'  fays  again  the 
abafhed  lady,  '  indeed  you  do  not  bjun- 
'  der.    I  beg  your  pardon ;  but — '  and, 
inftead  of  finishing  her  fentence,  a  few 
tears  trickled  down  her  cheeks.  '  What 
'  is  the  matter  with  you,  Molly?'  quoth 
the  hufband.  *  Why,  you  are  a  riddle,  I 
'  think  !    Ccme,  fpeak  plain,  and  never 
'  ciy.    Why,  you  know,  I  am  never 
'  angry.     You  are  my  good  wife,  and 

*  I  love  you ;   fay  what  you  plealo,  for 

*  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  you  vexed.' 

'  You  are  too  good,  my  dear,'  re- 
plies the  wife,  fobbing  grievou fly :  '  b>it 

*  it  mult  come  out;    ib  I  may  as  well 

O  «  tell 
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tell  you  at  firft,  my  love,  that  I  have 
loll  •  Here  the  tears  flowed  again. 

Oh,  yoxi  have  loft  your  purfe,  have 
you?'  anfwered  the  hufband.  'Why, 
I  am  forry  for  you;  it  is  hard  you 
fhould  lofe  any  part  of  what  you  had 
fared  with  fo.  much  care;  and  I  wifh 
I  could  afford  to  make  it  up  to  you. 
But  we  will  have  it  cried ;  if  an  honeft 
perfon  has  found  it,  4ie  will  reftore  it 
undiminilhed :  but,  to  be  fure,  there 
are  more  rogues  than  honeft  men  here; 
fo  the  chance  is  againft  us.  Howtver, 
it  we  do  not  recover  it,  you  are  fo  good 
a  manager,  that  we  mall  do  very  well 
fome  time  on  the  reft :  we  muft  live  a 
little  more  fparingly;  that  is  all.' 
'  Alas !  alas!'  cried  flic,  in  an  agony; 
there  is  no  reft  to  live  upon !  We  have 
nothing  of  which  to  be  fparing!'— • 
What!'  fays  he,  '  had  you  all  the 
money  in  your  purfe?  That  was  un- 
lucky indeed ;  and,  I  am  afraid,  will 
make  it  inore  difficult  to  be  recovered ; 
for  there  are  people  whofe  honefty 
would  have  refifted  twenty  pounds, 
who  will  not  be  proof  againit  an  hun- 
dred.' 

'  It  was  not  loft  fo  neither,  my  dear 
hufband!'  replied  the  lady.     '  I  will 
confefs  the  whole  truth,  if  my  tears 
will  but  let  me.     You  muft  know, 
then,  the  firft  night  I  went  into  the 
rooms,  I  faw  a  great  many  people  at  a 
pretty  play ;  it  feemed  the  eaiieft  game 
in  the  world.     Some  very  civil  per- 
fons  made  room  for  me  ;  and  I  could 
not  fee   why   I   fhould   not   play   as 
others  ;  fo  I  fat  down,  and  began  by 
winning:  but,  before  the  end  of  the 
night,  I  loft  a  good  deal,   and  was 
obliged  to  get  the  man  belonging  to 
the  table  to  change  my  bill.    The  next 
morning  I  endeavoured  to  win  it  back 
again ;  and  did  in  part.     At  night,  I 
thought  I  might  win  the  whole;   but, 
inftead  of  that,  I  loft  more.     I  was 
afhamed  to  let  you  know  it;  but  in- 
tended, as  foon  as  I  could  get  back  all 
I  had  difburfed,  to  play  no  longer,  and 
to  fettle  all  things  with  you.'     Here 
ler  Ibrrow  grew  very  clamorous;  and 
with  much  difficulty  fhe  fobbed  cut- 
in  trying  to  win  it,  I  loft  it  all  to  ten 
guineas!'     At  this  melancholy  con- 
clufion,  the  weeping  dame  was  quite  in- 
confolable:  but  the  hufband,  not  forry 
to  have  a  good  excuie  to  return  home, 
where  his  affairs  required  his  prefence, 
begged  her  to  make  herfelf  eafyj  that 


he  came  only  to  divert  her;  and,  as  fr.e 
had  had  her  diverfion,  he  was  perfectly 
well  pleafed ;  and  as  much  fo,  that  it 
was  done  in  a  fhort  as  a  long  time  ;  that 
he  would  pay  for  their  lodgings,  and 
their  journey  back.  He  had  juft  heard 
a  coach  cried  that  was  going  to  their  part 
of  the  world  ;  and  he  would  fecure  it 
directly  for  them  to  return  in,  entreating 
her  to  be  under  no  concern.  Thus  he 
got  her  fafe  home,  to  his  great  fatisfac- 
tion :  nor  was  the  lady  fo  mortified  as 
one  might  imagine,  being  well  out  of  a 
fcrape  me  feared  would  have  greatly  of- 
fended her  huiband.  She  thought  her- 
felf much  obliged  to  him  for  an  in- 
dulgence which  he  found  very  eafy,  as 
the  event  of  their  journey  was  as  agree- 
able to  him  as  it  could  be  in  procuring 
him  a  fpeedy  return. 

Though  in  one  folly  I  was  kept  in 
countenance,  if  companions  in  our  weak- 
neffes  can  have  that  effect,  yet  my  igno- 
rance and  want  of  thought  had  conle- 
quences  of  fuch  importance,  that,  if  I 
could  have  pleaded  precedents  for  my 
errors,  it  would  have  offered  me  no  con- 
folation. 

The  diverfions  of  the  place  brought 
me  into  fcrapes  of  which  I  had  no  no- 
tion before:  that  which  moft  alarmed 
me,  arofe  from  a  ball. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  evening,  I 
was  afked  to  dance  by  a  gentleman  with 
whom  I  had  no  acquaintance.  Having 
been  a  good  deal  indifpofed  all  day,  I 
had  determined  not  to  dance,  and  law 
nothing  in  this  ftranger  that  mould  con- 
quer my  refolution;  with  which  I  ac- 
quainted him,  and  he  chofe  another  part- 
ner. Toward  the  end  of  the  night,  be- 
ing pretty  well  recovered,  a  lively  tune 
infpired  me  wkh  an  inclination  for  danc- 
ing; and  Lord  Dorchefter  being  by  me, 
offered  to  be  my  partner,  which  was  an 
additional  inducement;  and  accordingly 
we  began:  but  I  had  not  gone  down 
many  couples,  before  I  was  flopped  by 
the  gentleman  I  rcfufed,  who  addreffed 
me  with  faying  I  had  not  ufed  him  like 
a  gentleman,  in  dancing  after  I  had  told 
him  I  did  not  chufe  it. 

His  countenance  wore  fuch  vifible 
marks  of  anger,  that  he  ftartled  me  veiy 
much ;  but  I  anfwered  veiy  innocently, 
that  what  I  faid  was  the  real  truth ;  when 
he  afked  me,  I  did  not  chufe  to  dance, 
but  that  I  afterwards  altered  my  mind. 

To  this  he  replied,  that  the  change, 
he  luppoftd,  was  occafioned  by  being 
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afked  by  a.  different  perfon  ;  had  Lord 
Dorchelter  been  in  his  place,  the  refufal 
would  fcarcely  have  been  given. 

I  was  infenfible  to  any  affront  being 
defigned  in  this :  I  thought  what  he  faid 
extremely  probable,  though  it  was  not 
then  f aft ;  and  with  great  fimplicity  af- 
fured  him  that  he  was  miftaken,  for  that, 
when  he  aflced  me,  I  would  not  have 
danced  with  any  one ;  though,  I  allowed, 
to  have  had  Lord  Dorchelter  for  a  part- 
ner might  have  been  a  ftronger  tempta- 
tion, as  my  intimacy  with  him  muft  make 
him  more  agreeable  to  me. 

The  angry  man  grew  more  ireful; 
and  replied,  beauty  could  not  excufe  in- 
Iblence :  adding,  that  he  did  not  at  all 
doubt  but  that  I  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  his  lordlhip ;  who,  in  re- 
turn for  the  intimacy,  mould  teach  me 
how  to  treat  gentlemen  of  fafhion.  He 
continued  fome  time  in  this  ftrain,  re- 
peating the  word  Intimacy  with  a  fneer, 
and  fo  ilrong  an  emphafis,  that  I  thought 
it  had  offended  him ;  but  did  not  ima- 
gine he  meant  more  by  it  than  I  had 
done. 

My  lord  did  not  hear  it  with  the  fame 
indifference.     He  came  up  to  him,  and 
told  him  it  was  not  acting  the  part  of  a 
gentleman  to  infult  a  lady,  who,  igno- 
rant of  the  cuftoms  of  balls,  having  ne- 
ver been  at  one  before  (he  came  to  Tun- 
briclge,  could  not  properly  be  faid  to 
offend  againft  a  ceremony  (he  knew  not. 
He,  in  a  whiiper,  offered  to  defend  my 
intention,  and  juftify  his  right  to  me  as 
a  partner,  when  and  where  he  pleafed ; 
being  as  ready  to  do  it  as  to  correct  his 
impertinence  and  infolent  iniinuations. 
And,'  continued  he,  '  a  man  of  cou- 
rage would  chufe  to  attack  one,  rather 
than  to  affront  a  young  lady,  from 
whom  none  but  yourfelf  could  relent 
any  behaviour,  though  he  might  feel 
it  moft  fenfibly.'   Lady  Paleftine,  who 
vas  within  hearing,  cried  out  to  me— 
What  have  you  done  ?  You  have  oc- 
cafioned  a  quarrel  which  may  become 
fatal  to  the  life  you  value  above  all 
others !'  Her  words  filled  me  with  tet- 
ror  and  confufion;  I  could  not  com'pre- 
hend  her  meaning  fully;  but  was  fo  ex- 
tremely affecled,  that  Lord  Dorchelter 
begged  her  to  be  filent,  and  delired  I 
would  permit  him  to  lead  me  home. 

He  could  not  have  made  a  requeft  with 
which  I  mould  more  gladly  have  com- 
plied. I  feared  I  knew  not  what  for  him, 
and  confequently  for  myfelf.  If  he  was 


with  me,  I  thoughtus  both  fafe :  Iwifhed 
to  cany  him  from  a  place  which,  from 
what  I  could  learn,  I  had  made  danger- 
ous, and  hoped  to  receive  from  him  an 
explanation  of  what  Lady  Paleftine  had 
faid  to  me.  She  followed  us  immedi- 
ately, and  made  me  understand  the  nature 
of  the  affront  I  had  given,  and  the  dan- 
ger that  refulted  from  it.  The  agonizing 
tears  which  now  agitated  my  mind,  ren- 
dered me  incapable  of  receiving  confo- 
lation  from  my  lord's  aflurance  that  the 
quarrel  would  pafs  over  without  farther 
confequences.  I  could  not  be  perfuaded 
that  they  were  not  folely  defigned  to  eafe 
my  apprthenfions;  and  therefore  dared 
not  venture  to  believe  what  the  next  day 
might  prove  too  fatally  untrue.  I 
blamed  him  for  his  anger,  telling  him 
that,  if  I  had  done  a  thing  that  was 
wrong,  I  deferved  a  little  incivility  in 
return ;  and  that  he  fhould  not  have 
refented  exprcfficns  which  were  not  too 
fevere  a  punifhment  for  an  offence  againft 
cuftom,  though  the  error  arofe  fiom 
ignorance,  not  defign.  Since  people  in 
the  polite  world  profefs  being  guided  by 
fafhion  rather  than  by  reafon,  I  could 
not  ftand  exculed  by  what  is  not  here  a 
rale  of  aclionj  nor  be  juftified  by  tmth 
where,  of  all  places,  it  is  leaft  allowable 
in  a  polite  circle.  I  was  (hocked  to  find 
that  decorum  and  politenefs  required  that 
I  fhould  have  palliated  my  refufal  with 
his,  and  not  have  owned  a  preference  fo 
very  reafonable  and  fo  little  affronting, 
that  the  gentleman  might  have  flattered 
himfelf  it  proceeded  only  from  being  ac- 
quainted with  Lord  Dorchelter,  and  en- 
tirely unacquainted  with  him  :  a  circum- 
ftance  which  muft  greatly  IcfTen  the  plea- 
iure  of  dancing  with  him,  however  agree- 
able he  might  be  to  thofe  by  whom  he 
was  better  known.  But  as  fuch  were  the 
laws  of  cuftom,  Ithought  my  error  fhould 
have  been  acknowledged,  and  the  gentle- 
man's anger  unrefented. 

Any  anger  that  threatened  Lord  Doi> 
cheiter,  appeared  to  me  in  it's  utmoft  ter- 
rors ;  but  nothing  could  affecl  me  fo 
much  as  the  apprehcnfion  of  being  the 
occafion  of  an  aclion  which,  if  not  fatal 
to  his  life,  muft  be  fo  to  his  virtues,  and 
confequently  to  his  peace.  Duelling,  to 
one  unprejudiced,  muft  appear  fo  cri- 
minal, ib  contrary  to  every  branch  of 
morality  and  religion,  that  I  could  not 
bear  my  lord  fhould  have  the  moft  diftant 
intention  of  committing  it;  that  alone  I 
thought  a  fuffiuent  crime  to  fully  the 
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purity  of  his  mind  for  ever.  His  not 
perpetrating  his  defign  could  not  make 
me  eafy ;  that  he  mould  have  ever  har- 
boured the  leaft  thought  of  it,  was  an 
infurmountable  affliction  to  me,  who  va- 
Jued  his  integrity  as  much  as  his  life, 
and  was  as  tender  of  the  one  as  of  the 
oilier. 

Lady  Paleftine  laughed  at  my  efteem- 
ing  ib  criminal,  an  aclion  which  ihc called 
fpirited  and  honourable,  and  almoft  re- 
quifite  to  the  perfection  cj  n.  fine  gentle- 
man's character,  in  whi.h  courage  was 
the  moft  neceffkry  ingredient.  Not  con- 
fidering  that  a  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
God  deferves  a  far  worfe  name,  and  can 
never,  to  a  well-judging  mind,  wear  the 
difguife  of  any  virtue.  Her  fentiments 
raifed  an  abhorrence  in  me  which  my  re- 
gard for  her  could  not  fupprefs;  but  I 
received  ibme  fatisfaftion  from  finding 
my  lord  did  not  differ  much  from  my 
opinion  ;  but  owned,  that  the  propereft 
object  for  true  courage  was  the  refinance 
of  a  ciiftom  which  contradicted  the  DU 
vine  Will,  and  that  duels  proceeded  from 
a  degree  of  cowardice  which  is  always 
moft  moved  by  prefent  danger;  and 
therefore  had  ftronger  fears  of  the  cen- 
fure  of  mankind,  which  is  a  punimment 
immediately  indicted,  than  of  the  wrath 
pf  God,  whpfe  cffe£ts  may  for  fome  years 
he  fufpended.  He  confeffed  that,  when 
lv  bad  ever  been  in  danger  cf  fighting  a 
duel,  he  was  always  fepfible  his  motive 
was  a  want  of  real  valour,  which  he  eiV 
teemed,  but  knew  not  how  to  acquire. 


CHAP.     XII. 

H  O  U  G  H  the  night  put  an  end  to 
J.  a  converfation  in  which  we  were 
riot  likely  to  agree  perfectly,  as  our  real 
ientirru  nts  differed,  yet  it  could  not  afford 
me  any  reft.  The  opinion  my  lord  had 
expreffed  of  duelling,  in  a  great  degree, 
abated  my  fear  of  any  fuch  event :  but 
yet,  as  he  confefled  his  own  weaknefs,  at 
the  fame  time  he  acknowledged  the  crime, 
I  cov.ld  not  think  the  fafety  of  his  perlbn 
certain ;  and  was  fenfible  that  his  mind 
\vas  not  lefs  contaminated,  b-  t  rather 
more  fo,  from  the  fenfe  of  the  ill  which 
he  had  thought  of  committing.  I  trem- 
bled for  ihe  mm  who  could  regard  his 
fellow-creatures  more  than  their  Great 
Creator;  and  Aiffer  the  moil  pernicious 
cuftom  to  banifh  rrligion,  and  even  plain 

litj,  from  his  bi call, 


Immerfedin  thefe  reflexions,  the  morn- 
ing found  me ;  my  heart  was  too  much 
opprefied  to  fuffer  me  to  think  of  re  It ;  I 
had  uot  even  entertained  a  thought  of 
going  to  bed  :  but,  after  having  feni 
my  maid,  had  yielded  myftif  up  to  my 
meditations. 

As  icon  as  my  lord  was  up,  which  I 
learned  from  a  meflage  he  fent  to  enquire 
after  my  health,  I  went  to  him  in  his 
drefir%;-roGni,  rather  to  confine  than  to 
converfe  with  him ;  for  I  could  not  think 
of  letting  him  go  otu  of  the  ;<oufe,  unitl's 
I  could  have  accompanied  him,  which 
was  by  nc  "icii..;;  pr.,pti  j  for  •-••?  agita- 
tion of  my  mind,  ar.d  want  of  icit,  had 
made  fuch  alter;  l.V  ns  in  my  countenance, 
that  I  was  JK/L  i.t  to  be  feen.  My  lord 
had  r.r,  air  of  thougbtfulnefs,  winch  in- 
creafed  my  fears.  Indeed,  my  conver- 
fatior,  war  not  fit  to  remove  it;  but  even 
Lady  Palestine's  vivacicy  was  ineffectual. 
He  was  ferio  ,::,  but  not  difturbed ;  his 
thoughts  took  a  graver  turn  than  com- 
mon, but  .vi -re  not  at  all  confuted.  This 
gave  me  fbme  hope  that  the  alteration 
which  alarmea  me  might  aiile  only  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  rafhr.cfs  he  had  been 
guilty  of :  I  could  not  believe  that  a  man, 
while  under  the  aftr.al  intention  of  a 
crime,  could  poffels  any  compofure  of 
mind.  Confv-./m  and  terror  I  imagined 
to  be  the  neceffary  confequence  of  crimi- 
nal defigns  ;  and  therefore  received  feme 
coniblation  at  perceiving  none  of  thoie 
fymptoms  of  guilt  in  him.  Though  I 
could  not  obtain  a  promife  from  him  that 
he  would  not  fight  with  the  man  who  had 
made  me  fo  wretched,  yet  he  faid  every 
thing  that  he  hoped  might  make  me  eafy; 
but  the  want  of  that  affumnce  weighed 
heavier  in  the  fcale  of  fear. 

A  vifit  from  a  gentleman  with  whom 
I  knew  him  to  be  intimately  acquainted, 
obliged  me  to  -withdraw;  for  my  eyes 
were  fo  fwelled,  I  was  afhamed  of' being 
feen :  but  I  entreated  Lady  Paleftine  to 
keep  fight  of  my  lord  ;  an  office  to  which 
her  own  fears  inclined  her.  When  I  re- 
tired to  my  chamber,  I  bc<jan,  as  w:1  my 
cwftom  when  afHi£tcd  with  vexation,  to 
lament  my  having  been  taken  from  my 
retirement;  bi;t  my  thoughts  foon  took 
another  turn,  on  reflecting  how  fcverely 
my  lord  might  fufler  by  having  bn :usht 
me  from  thence.  The  pmu'ilmieut  that 
threatened  him  extenuated  his  oiVnuc; 
and  I  only  grieved  that  he  was  m>t  born 
there  with  me;  that  he  had  not  likewile 
been  placed  in  a  Iblitude  where  death 
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was  under  God's  immediate  direction, 
and  none  can  pafs  into  another  world, 
till  the  Almighty  had  difvniiled  them 
from  this,  and  opened  for  them  the  gates 
of  eternity. 

Above  an  hour  had  puffed  in  thefe  re- 
flections, when  I  was  raifed  by  the  en- 
trance of  Lady  Pnleitine,  who  had  inch 
conftemationin  her  countenance  as  ftruck 
terror  to  my  foul.  My  fear  turned  me 
to  a  ftatue ;  I  could  neither  fpcak  nor 
move :  but  me  rendered  all  enquiries  un- 
neceflary,  by  telling  me  that,  foon  after 
I  withdrew,  Lord  Dorchefter  delired  her 
to  ftep  out  of  the  room,  for  he  had  a  little 
bufinefs  to  tranfact  with  his  vifitor.  As 
he  had  long  employed  this  ger.tbman  in 
fome  affairs,  me  was  not  furprized  at  the 
requeft,  but  complied  with  it.  She  long 
waited  in  expectation  of  being  told  they 
would  be  glad  cf  her  company,  fuppoiing 
the  bufinel's  that  had  required  her  abfence 
could  not  laft  long;  but  finding  her  ex- 
pectations not  anfwered,  fhe  attended- 
more  carefully,  and  could  not  hear  any 
one  in  the  room ;  upon  which  fhe  en- 
tered, and  found  it  indeed  empty. 

She  thought  it  fo  impoflible  that  Lord 
Dorchefter  mould  have  evaded  her  care, 
that  (he  was  going  to  feek  for  him  in  the 
houfe;  when  (lie  obierved,  on  a  fhelf 
againft  the  door,  a  fealed  packet,  which 
me  had  not  perceived  before  fhe  with- 
drew, and,  as  me  imagined,  put  there  as 
the  lafeft  place,  there  being  no  bureau  or 
drawer  in  the  room.  Pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
on  the  table  whereon  we  had  breakfasted, 
fnewed  her  they  had  been  Jifed,  She 
found  the  packet  was  directed,  by  Lord 
Dorchefter,  for  me. 

Drawing  very  melancholy  concl-ifions 
from  thefecircurnlrances,  me  was  greatly 
mocked.  She  brought  me  the  packet, 
which  I  opened  as  foon  as  I  was  able, 
though  I  rather  expected  to  learn  more 
certain  grounds  for  my  fears  than  any 
thing  that  could  abate  them.  And,  in- 
deed, my  grief  received  a  very  great  ad- 
dition from  the  contents ;  which  were  a 
will,  as  it  faid,  made  for  greater  fecwiiy 
jn  confirmation  of  one  he  had  left  in 
London,  whereby  he  bequeathed  me  his 
whole  fortune. 

This  proof  both  of  the  danger  that 
threatened  his  life,  and  of  the  ftrength  of 
his  affection,  had  fo  melancholy  an  effect 
upon  me,  that  I  fell  into  fits ;  from  which 
Lady  Paleftine  found  it  fo  difficult  to  re- 
cover me,  that  (lie  left  the  fruitlefs  trial  to 


my  fervants,  and  gave  her  care  where  flic 
hoped  it  might  be  of  more  real  fervice. 

She  made  all  poflible  enquiry,  in  or- 
der to  find  which  way  Lord  Dorchefter 
had  gone  ;  but  not  being  able  to  get  any 
information,  me  knew  not  how  to  con- 
trive means  of  having  him  purfued,  which 
was  her  intention .  From  this  perplexity 
fhe  w?.s  at  length  relieved  by  agentleman, 
who,  by  a  defire  of  avoiding  company, 
and  taking  a  quiet  walk,  had  chofen  the 
leaft  frequented  places,  and,  in  the  moil 
retired  fpot,  found  Lord  Dorchefter  and 
his  antagonift  fighting.  It  was  not  with- 
out difficulty  he  parted  them.  My  lord 
had  received  no  hurt;  but  his  adveriary 
was  wounded  in  two  or  three  places,  but 
not  mortally;  my  lord's  aim  being  to 
difarm  him,  without  giving  any  confi- 
dernble  wound. 

The  gentleman,  whofe  prefencef  had 
been  fo  fortunate,  waited  on  Lord  Dor- 
chefter home ;  who,  on  his  arrival,  found 
me  in  a  condition  that  revenged  me  for 
the  fright  he  had  given  me,  by  occafion- 
ing  equal  fears  in  him.  The  obitinacy 
of  my  diforiier  made  him  fend  for  a  phy- 
fician,  whofe  aliiftance  he  hoped  might 
relieve  me.  Whether  the  art  of  this  fon 
of  ./Efculapius,  or  my  natural  ftrength, 
might  more  properly  claim  the  honour  of 
my  ciire,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay;  but 
one  or  the  other  wrought  my  recovery. 

The  firft  object  I  beheld  was  Lord 
Dorchefter,  who,  {landing  at  my  bed- 
fide,  was  watching  the  fymptoms  of 
amendment.  Joy  and  perception  now 
feemed  but  one.  To  fee  him  fafe  filled 
me  with  tranfports,  which  words  could 
not  have  expreffed  at  a  time  when  I  had 
more  at  command ;  but  at  that  happy 
inftant  I  was  fpeechlefs,  not  being  fuffi- 
ciently  recovered.  .  However,  fiience  did 
not  conceal  my  joy :  I  embraced  my  lord 
with  a  tendernefs  that  furprizecl  him .  He 
has  told  me  fince,  that,  till  then,  he  knew 
not  half  the  impreflion  he  had  made  on 
my  heart,  though  he  had  long  perceived  I 
loved  him  with  a  ftronger  affection  than 
I  myfelf  imagined. 

The  grave  doctor's  countenance  ex- 
preffed  fo  much  furprize,  that  it  did  not 
pals  unobferved  by  me ;  but  attributing 
it  to  his  having  outlived  the  lively  fenfe 
of  joy,  fo  natural  at  my  time  of  life,  I 
thought  it  no  reafon  for  me  to  confine  the 
vivacity  of  fenfations,  as  innocent  as  if 
they  had  been  chilled  by  old  age,  and 
therefore  did  not  conceal  the  tranfports 
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of  my  heart.  Since  I  became  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  world,  I  have  been  in- 
clined to  believe  that  I  incurred  the  old 
gentleman's  private  cenfure;  but  as  fe- 
crefy  is  full  as  neceflary  in  that  profeflion 
as  knowledge  in  phyfick,  he  did  not  pub- 
lifh  a  behaviour  which  I  fuppofed  he 
thought  indecent. 

As  foon  as  I  was  quite  recovered,  the 
doctor  was  difmiffed,  and  rel'ohitions 
were  taken  for  our  leaving  Tunbridge, 
whofe  vvaters  had  removed  the  complaints 
which  brought  me  thither;  and  I  had 
now  no  difbrder  remaining  but  what  was 
the  con&quence  of  my  fright,  and  would 
be  cured  by  eafe  of  mind.  I  had  there- 
fore no  occaiion  to  ftay  longer.  Lord 
Dorchefter  did  not  like  to  remain  where 
be  was  continually  expofed  to  hear  his 
conduct  canvaffed;  and  your  ladyfhip 
will  imagine  it  could  not  be  agreeable  to 
me  to  liiten  to  an  univerlal  difcuflion  of 
my  inadvertency,  fmce  the  confequences 
of  it  made  it  appear  almoft  crifhinal. 

Lord  Dorchetter  left  the  place  in  two 
days ;  but  Lady  Paleftine,  on  pretences 
to  which  I  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  de- 
tained me  there  above  a  week  after  him ; 
but  I  have  fmce  learnt  that  this  was  con- 
certed,  between  them,  to  avoid  giving 
room  for  the  increafeofthe  reports  which 
began  to  be  fpread  of  a  mutual  attach- 
ment between  my  lord  and  myfelt,  which 
would  have  received  great  ftrcngth  from 
our  leaving  Tunbridge  together. 


CHAP.     XIII. 

AFTER  Lord  Dorchefter  left  Tnn- 
JlY.  bridge,  the  place  grew  very  tire- 
fome  to  me.  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
obferve  the  various  follies  of  the  compa- 
nies, and  to  ftudy  vanity,  which  I  per- 
ceived fuifcied  alteration  rather  than  di- 
minution by  time.  The  woman  who 
in  her  youth  placed  her  fupreme  joy  in 
the  flattery  of  the  other  fex,  and  in  the 
number  of  partners  fhe  had  at  her.com- 
m;ind,  when  activity -is  no  lor:£tr  in  the 
letjs,  and  age  has  (liffened  the  joints  and 
fonk  the  fuirits ;  in  fhort,  when  pei  tnefs 
has  undergone  it's  ul'nal  transformation 
into  dulnei's,  a 'id  an  old  age  of  cards  fuc- 
cmts  a  youth  of  folly,  a  plentiful  fupply 
of  gentlemen  of  her  party  becomes  the 
great  object  of  her  ambition ;  and  the 
contention  lv.  twivii  her  and  her  cotem- 
poraries  of  the  fame  tafte,  will  be  as  great 
as  their  envy  while  they  were  rival  U  un- 


ties. The  appearance  of  a  man  of  qua- 
lity jult  arrived,  awakes  an  equal  impa- 
tience in  both  to  add  him  to  their  party; 
while,  he,  wavering  between  the  impor- 
tunities of  each,  keeps  them  in  a  fufpence 
that  increafes  their  enmity.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  a  feafon  a  private  gentleman 
finds  himfelf  of  confequence;  but  has 
the  mortification  of  perceiving  that  he 
dwindles  in  their  efteem  on  the  arrival  of 
a  nobleman ;  who  in  his  tnrn  becomes 
neglected,  if  one  of  higher  degree  can  be 
had  to  fupply  it's  place:  .or  the  vanity 
of  thefe  ladies  is  fo  voracious,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  party  is  full,  they  are 
fo  eager  to  raife  the  dignity  of  it,  that, 
after  dropping  the  plebeians  one  by  cue 
as  they  gather  patricians,  the  nobility  at 
lair,  become  obliged  to  each  other  for 
their  releale  :  thus  a  duke  lets  an  earl  at 
liberty,  the  earl  a  vifcount,  the  vifcount  a 
lord ;  as  the  lord  did  a  baronet,  and  he 
before  the  untided gentleman. 

Nothing  appeared  to  me  more  ftrange 
than  the  love  of  precedency.  I  have  of- 
ten been  diverted  to  fee  how  much  pains 
a  lady  would  take  to  walk  firft  out  of  a 
room  where  lazinefs  would  have  inclined 
her  to  remain;  and  lall  into  another, 
where  fhe  was  fo  little  wifhed,  and  fo  lit- 
tle pleaiure  attracted  her,  that  flie  could 
not  have  come  too  late.  In  this  parti- 
cular I  gave  great  offence  when  I  firft 
went  to  Tunbridge ;  and  while  I  took 
place  of  thofe  who  had  a  real  title  to  jt, 
I  received  only  a  cool  contempt  for  my 
want  of  breeding,  and  they  would  drop 
the  acquaintance  of  the  vulgar  tbi/tg. 
But  having  gone  before  a  young  lady 
whole  right  of  place  was  difputed,  fhe 
purlued  me  with  fuch  fwiftnels,  and  af- 
ferted  her  prerogative  fo  forcibly,  that 
fhe  threw  me  down  a  flight  of  a  dozen 
fteps,  thereby  impreffing  my  want  of 
good-breeding  flrongly  on  my  mind ; 
and  the  fenfe  of  it  being  kept  awake  by 
my  bruifes,  I  afterwards  became  fo  cau- 
tious, that  nothing  but  a  deiire  to  efcape 
fome  impending  danger  could  have  in- 
duced  me  to  have  taken  place  evui  of  a 
milliner.  With  no  fin  a  11  entertainment 
have  I  obfervtd  a  young  lady  whofe  fa- 
ther had  not  been  long  ranked  among 
the  nobility,  break  off  in  a  ftory  me  was 
eagerly  telling,  the  fubicct  being  hci  ii-lf, 
and  leave  her  honour  and  glory  imper- 
fectly celebrated,  in  cider  to  get  out  of 
the  door  before  the  daughter  of  a  new- 
made  peer,  whom  fhefaw  go;ng  towards 
it  j  while  her  mother,  at  a  few  yards  dif- 
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tance,  was  prolonging  her  difcourfe  with 
all  poflible  impertinence,  that  (he  might 
leave  the  room  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
newer  peerefs,  ar.d  have  the  pleafure  of 
aflerting  her  prerogative. 

But  the  laft  day  of  my  ftay  at  Tun- 
bridge,  I  was  taken  off  from  this  em- 
ploy of  the  idle,  the  impertinently-criti- 
cal obfervations  of  others,  which  render 
them  ahnoil  as  deftructive  to  fociety  as 
-thofe  who  are  buried  in  mifchief.  Lord 
Larborough,  who  by  Lord  Dorchefter's 
departure  was  become  my  partner  in 
dancing,  and  my  principal  companion 
in  converfation,  gave  me  a  more  affecting 
and  more  interelling  fubjeft  for  my 
thoughts.  He  had  long  profeffed  a  great 
friendship  for  ine  ;  and  for  Ibme  time  had 
added  to  the  appearance  of  it,  by  the 
nioft  minute  attentions,  andthofe  flatter- 
ing diftinftions  which  infenfibly  gain  the 
e&eem  and  regard  of  a  young  perfon. 
I  converted  with  him  with  all  the  free- 
dom and  confidence  of  friendfhip;  not 
more  pleafed  with  him  on  his  own  ac- 
count, than  from  knowing  my  lord's 
affection  for  him. 

From  the  time  Lord  Dorchefter  went 
away,  Lord  Larborough  nevermentioned 
him  without  a  feeming  perplexity;  and 
when  I  would  indulge  myielf  in  giving 
him  the  praifes  I  thought  his  due,  he 
would  turn  the  difcourfe,  and  drop  little 
hints  which  at  the  time  palled  without 
my  notice,  though  his  unwillingnefs  to 
dwell  on  the  fubjeft  moft  pleafing  to 
me  rendered  his  company  lei's  agree- 
able. 

The  day  before  we  left  the  place,  Lord 
Larborough  appeared  very  uneafy.  I 
could  not  forbear  enquiring  the  reafon 
of  it ;  to  which  he  replied,  that  the 
thought  of  going  away  diftreffed  him. 

I  afked  what  could  attach  him  to  that 
place,  fince  he  appeared  to  have  no  inti- 
macy with  any  perfon  there,  and  was  not 
of  fo  trifling  a  difpoiifion  as  to  take  any 
great  delight  in  the  pitiful  amufements 
it  afforded,  or  to  compare  them  with  the 
more  folid  pleafure  arifmg  from  the  iin- 
cere  friendfhipand  converfation  of  a  man 
\vhofe  mind  was  full  of  variety,  whole 
wit  was  inexhauftible,  his  judgment  fo- 
lid, and  his  learning  extenfive ;  of  which 
no  one  could  be  fo  feniible  as  himfelf, 
iince  he  had  an  underftanding  capable  of 
perceiving  and  tafting  his  friend's  ex- 
cellence, and  faw  him,  when  confident 
in  his  affection,  remove  all  rerlraint  and 
difguife. 

Lord  Dorchefter's  name  would  have 


been  an  unneceflary  addition ;  Lord  Lar- 
borough could  not  doubt  his  being  the 
man  I  meant,  and  accordingly  anfwered, 
that  he  wiflied  difguife  was  !efs  requifite 
to  fupport  the  good  character  of  many 
people.  Had  that  never  been  bam'ftied, 
the  converfation  of  the  man  I  fo  highly 
efteemed  would  have  been  more  delight- 
ful to  him,  and  he  mould  not  have  been 
obliged,  when  he  admired  the  under- 
thmding,  to  have  grieved  that  the  heart 
had  fliared  fo  little  of  the  perfection  too 
lavifhly  beftowed  on  the  other. 

I  could  not  hear  afperfions  fo  contrary 
to  my  fentiments  without  refentmentj 
and  expreffing  myfelf  warmly   on  his 
venting  fuch  injurious  infinuations,  he 
replied,  he  was  every  way  unfortunate  if 
he  had  incurred  my  difpleafure   by  a 
flight  expreflion  ot  the  indignation  no- 
thing but  affection  for  me  had  raifed. 
Had  the  part  of  Lord  Dorchefter's  cha- 
racter he  reflected  on  concerned  any  other 
perfon,  he  fliould  have  beheld  it  with  the 
fame  indifference  he  did  the  views  of  his 
other  friends ;  .but  lince  his  refentment 
had  excited  my  anger,  he  fliould  never 
more  touch  on  the  fubjeft ;  which  indeed 
he  knew  not  how  he  came  to  do  at  all; 
he  could  curie  his  tongue  for  giving  way 
to  the  fmcerity  of  his  heart;  and  hinting 
at  fecrets  which  my  lord's  confidence  irt 
him  had  bound  him  by  itronger  ties  to 
conceal,  than  his  affections  for  me  could 
offer  fordifcovering  them,  he  besjged  me 
to  forget  what  lie  had  f  aid,  and  never  let 
one  thought  reft  on  his  inexcufable  inad- 
vertency.     Fortunately,  though    I  am 
not  naturally  very  curious,  this  made  me 
fo ;  I  delired  he  would  tell  me  plainly 
wli  it  he  meant,  but  he  excufed  himfeif 
from  complying.     As  I  preiTed  him  Jtiil 
more  earneftly,  he  more  abfolutely  de- 
nied me,  till  at  laft  I  guve  it  up  in  de- 
fpair.     As  if  his  reiiftance  was  wearied 
out  at  the  fame  time  with,  my  impor- 
tunities, but  in  reality  as  he  did  not  de- 
fign  to  keep  the  fecret,  he  was  then  re- 
duced to  declare  that  he  was  not  able  to 
dlfobey  my  commands,  that  I  was  abib- 
lute  miftrefs  of  him,  and  he  wifhed  he 
could  fay  of  his  fortune  likewife,  which 
he  would  lay  at  my  feet,  if  it  could  in  any 
way  alleviate  the  fenfe  he  feared  I  fliould 
have  of  the  treachery  he  was  going  to  re- 
late.    By  the  force  of  this  preparation, 
I  began  to  tremble  before  he  commenced 
his  narration;  hut  every  word  increafed 
my  horror.     He  began  in  the  following 
manner.     '  I  muft  previoufly  acquaint 
'  you,  that  it  is  very  cuftomary  for  gen- 
'  tlemen 
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tlemen  to  live  with  women  as  if  they 
were  married,  withput  being  fo;  which 
has  this  convenience,  that  they  can 
leave  them  whenever  they  are  tired,  or 
lee  another  they  like  better.  You 
have  by  great  care  been  kept  ignorant 
of  this  cuftom,  left  it  might  frultrate 
his  lordihip's  intentions,  by  raifmg 
your  fufpicions  of  them ;  for  all  his 
hopes  of  fuccefs  depend  on  the  ftrength 
of  your  affecHon,  joined  with  un- 
lufpefting  innocence.  To  (hew  what 
hisdefires  are,  he  waits  impatiently  to 
find  Ibme  moment  when  your  virtue 
(hall  be  offif  s  guard  ;  this  he  may  rea- 
fonably  expect,  while  you  are  in  no  ap- 
prehenfion  of  an  enemy!' 
Here  I  could  notfupprefs  anexcluna- 
tion  fuggeftetl  by  my  hatred  to  fuch  prin- 
ciples, but  cried  out — '  What  a  bafis  for 
fo  vile,  fo  treacherous  an  intention! 
Can  love  and  innocence  be  turned  into 
a  means  of  ruin  by  the  perfon  who 
ought  mott  to  proteft  them!1 
*  Every  thing,'  he  continued,  '  has 
hitherto  been  fo  well  ordered,  that  no 
one  fufpects  you  are  not  a  woman  of 
real  fortune,  otherwile  innocence  could 
not  have  preferved  you  from  infamy; 
for  all  people  would,  on  the  know- 
ledge of  your  being  thus  maintained  at 
his  expence,  judge  you  guilty  of  the 
worft  returns.  A  fate  you  mufi  ex- 
pect whenever  chance  mail  difclofe  the 
fecret,  which  fooner  or  later  will  hap- 
pen.' 

It  is  impoffible  to-  exprefs  what  I  felt 
during  this  narration.  All  I  had  ever 
lutfered,  the  fear  of  every  evil,  the  per- 
fuafion  of  his  inconftancy,  were  trifling 
pains  to  the  thought  of  fuch  baienefs  in 
a  mind  I  had  efteemed  the  feat  of  virtue. 
I  could  better  endure  an  eternal  fepara- 
tion  from  him,  than  thus  to  find  him  a 
ftranger  to  gcodnefs.  My  furprize,  and 
my  deteftation  of  all  Lord  Larborough 
had  told  me,  was  fo  great,  that  I  could 
exprefs  it  only  by  involuntary  figns.  I 
was  ftruck  dumb  with  fo  amazing  a  dif- 
covery.  To  this  fucceeded  reflections 
on  the  probability  of  it.  My  love  for 
Lord  Dorchefter  feizedon  this  only  hope 
with  eHgcrnefs,  and  I  declared  that  the 
account  I  had  liftened  to  was  paft  belief ; 
and  he  having  concluded  with  offering 
his  houfe  and  protection,  and  afiiiring 
me  of  the  greatnefs  cf  his  affection,  I 
added,  that  I  could  eafier  imagine  that 
the  love  he  profciTl-d  had  the  confequence 
I  obferved  to  be  fo  common  in  his  coun- 


try, jealoufy,  and  a  defir;  arifir.gfrom  It 
of  getting  me  from  him  who  till  my  lalt 
breath  mult  be  cheriflied  by  me  as  my 
dearelt  friend,  rather  than  give  way  for 
one  hour  to-  fo  injurious  a  fufpi  ion  of 
cne  inwhom  I  had  experienced  and  ob- 
ferved the  heft  qualities  our  imperfeft 
nature  admitted.  Lor--J  Larborough  was 
piqued  at  my  reply :  he  told  me,  if  I 
chofe  to  nourifh  the  error  I  was  in,  he 
had  EO  more  to  fay ;  but  perhaps  the 
profpe"ft  he  had  drawn  was  not  folhock- 
ing  to  me  ?.s  he  had  imagined  it  would  be. 
If  I  was  defirous  of  fearching  into  the 
tmthof  what  he  had  fnid,  he  would  con- 
vince me  whenever  I  plealed. 

This  propoial  (tarried  me  ;  it  gave  an 
air  of  truth  to  what  he  had  related,  which 
I  could  have  wimed  not  to  have  found  in 
it ;  but  in  a  doubt  of  fuch  importance  to 
me  I  could  not  reft,  therefore  begged  to* 
have  it  cleared  up  as  foon  as  pofliblc. 
$Ie  then  informed  me  t'nar  there  was  an 
eafy  method  of  difcovcring  the  \vholethe 
ftrft  evening  he  •  fnould  fj>end  at  my 
honle  with  Lord  Dorchefter,  aftep  I  got 
to  London.  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
excufe  myfe'.f  foon  after  ••.';•>•.;-!•  on  pre- 
tence of  the  hesd-ach,  and  a  defire  of  go- 
ing to  bed  ;  but,  inftead  of  doing  fo,  to 
conceal  mylelf  where  I  might  hear  all 
that  fhould  pals  between  them.  I  came 
into  this,  fo  anxious  was  I  to  know  the 
truth  ofthisdreadfulaccount;  though  it 
appeared  to  me  difhonourrble  for  me  to 
Men  to  whajt  one  is  net  intended  to  hear ; 
yet  furely,  if  ever  excufable,  it  was  fo  in 
my  cafe.  If  Lord  Dorchefter  was  fo 
very  criminal  as  Lord  Lai  borough  repre- 
fented,  I  could  not  expect  an  honeft  con- 
fefilon  from  him ;  and  a  denial  of  it, 
though  fmcere,  would  not  have  entirely 
conquered  my  fufpicions,  or,  confe- 
quently,  have  reftored  either  my  happi- 
nefs  or  his  ;  which  depended,  in  fome 
meafure,  on  my  confidence  and  eafe  of 
mind.  If,  in  difowning  fuch  intentions, 
he  denied  the  truth,  my  fituation  was 
too  dangerous  to  remain  fafely  in  it. 
Befides,  if  a  difmterefted  regard  was  fo 
uncommon  in  this  co-jntry,  I  perceived, 
that  though  I  ihouldkcep  my  innocence, 
I  muft  lofe  the  reputation  of  it,  which, 
next  to  it,  ought  to  be  a  woman's  firft 
care.  To  be  obliged  both  to  leave  him 
and  conquer  my  atfeftion,  was  indeed  a 
talk  too  hard  for  my  weak  reafon ;  but  I 
flattered  myfelf,  that,  if  this  fliould  prove 
true,  my  fricndfhip  would  l>e  turned  into 
contempt.  I  loved  him  for  the  a[ 
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anre  of  goodnefs  and  truth  which  he  ever 
wore;  if  he  proved  different  from  what  I 
believed  him,  the  love  -founded  on  that 
belief  ought  to  change;  I  hoped  it  would 
not  outlive  the  object,  as  I  could  not  re- 
flect on  the  virtues  I  thought  he  poiTeffed, 
without  recollecling  they  were  profaned 
by  being  made  a  cloak  to  vice  and  in- 
juitice.  I  waited  with  impatience  for 
the  hour  in  which  we  mould  fet  forth  on 
our  journey,fearing,yetwi(hing,  to  learn 
what  truth  there  was  in  Lord  'Larbo- 
borough's  accufation.  I  was  not  with- 
out hof.es  of  finding  it  a  fi6lion;  but 
yet,  when  I  recollected  every  circum- 
llance  of  Lord  Dorchefter's  behaviour, 
my  appreheniions  were  increaied.  if 
mankind  were  what  Lord  Larborough 
reprefented  them,  I  had  indeed  great 
reafon  to  fufpeft  my  lord's  views  were 
fuch  as  had  been  del'cribed  to  me;  but  I 
was  unwilling  to  let  my  thoughts  dwell 
on  ib  cruel  a  probability,  and  fet  out  from 
Tunbridge  with  a  mind  fo  divided  be- 
twixt hope  and  fear,  as  is,  I  believe, 
more  painful  than  the  worft  certainty; 
for  anxiety  is  a  more  grievous  ftate,  as  it 
is  more  turbulent  than  defpair. 


CHAP.    XIV. 

AS  we  approached  London,  expecta- 
tion of  the  event  'made  me  full  of 
trouble;  and  with  great  reafon,  fince  it 
was  to  determine  my  future  happinels  or 
mifery.  Cruel  uncertainty!  The  great- 
eft  misfortune,  certain  and  prefent,  could 
not  exceed  the  torment  of  the  anxious 
fears  that  then  opprefted  me.  My  flut- 
tering, fond,  but  honeft  heart,  was  rob- 
tbed  of  peace,  and  fcarcely  hoped  ever 
again  to  enjoy  it's  beloved  tranquillity. 
I  had  no  occafion  to  feign  myfelf  fick  ; 
alas !  I  was  fo  in  reality :  my  ftrength, 
my  colour,  almoft  my  life,  had  failed 
me,  from  the  time  my  ears  had  received 
the  killing  narration..  Could  I  have  dif- 
trufted  Providence ,  or  repined  at  it's  al- 
mighty, and,  however  obfcure,  it's  jutt 
decrees,  I  mould  havwcomplained  of  my 
hard  fate,  in  thus  being  tolled  about  by 
more  uncertain  things  than  winds  and 
waves,  the  inclination  of"  a  fantaftick 
mercilefs  race  of  mortals. 

How  does  diftrefs  heighten  devotion, 
which  in  profperity  is  apt  to  grow  lan- 
guid! With  what  ardent  zeal  did  I  ad- 
dreis  the  Almighty,  and  to  his  beft  will 
refign  myfulf !  Prayed  for  a  continuance 


of  the  happinefs  that  fatal  day  -h?.d  in-> 
terrupted ;  or,  if  that  petition  was  pre-« 
fumptuous,  and  I  might  not  dictate  to 
his  wifdom,  which  watches  over  all  his 
works,  I  only  begged  that  I  might  pre- 
ferve  untainted  the  virtue  he  had  given 
me,  improve  the  portion  I  was  born  with, 
and  not  to  live  to  fee  myfelf  fwerve  from 
his  moft  righteous  lawsj  but  that  his 
grace  would  itill  vouchfafe  to  protecl  the 
creature  of  his  power,  the  dependent  on 
his  mercy ! 

When  I  arrived,  I  found  Lord  Dor- 
chelter  waiting  for  me  at  my  houfe.   He 
perceived  I  was  very  ill,    and   feemed 
greatly  concerned  at  it.:  my  illnefs  ex- 
cufed  my  convening ;  for.  which,  indeed, 
I  was  but  ill  qualified.     He  tried,  with 
his  enchanting  tendernefs,  to  foothe  my 
pains ;  but  I  was  now  ailing  the  hypo- 
crite, complaining  of  my  head,  while  my 
heart  was  the  only  lufferer ;  and  that  was 
more  dillreffed  than  relieved  by  his  Care 
and  fondnefs.    The  fcene  was  difficult 
for  me  to  fupport ;  and  I  was  glad  when 
Lord  Larborough  came  in.    As  foon  as 
fupper  was  over  I  left  them  3  but  went 
into  a  qlofet,  the  door  of  which  I  had 
purpofely  fet  open.     I  was  no  iooner  in 
appearance  gone,  than  Lord  Dorcheitei* 
began  to  exprefs  the  great  uneafmefs  he" 
was  under  at  feeing  me  fo  ill,  as  he  was 
afraid  it  might  be  the  beginning  of  a  fit 
of  ficknefs.   Lord  Larborough  took  this 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  the  difcourfe 
he  aimed  at.     '  Indeed,  my  friend,'  faid 
he,  '  I  am  net  fufprized  at  the  greatnefs" 
of  your  apprehenfions 5  to  be  robbed  by 
death  of  the  fruit  of  all  yourfchemes,' 
all  your  attendance,  generofity,   and 
love,  would  mortify  a  man  lei's  paf- 
fionately  fond  than  yourfelf.' 
'  If  you  do  not  wiih  to  be  troubled' 
with  a  very  bad  companion  all  this- 
evening,'    replied    Lord    Dorchefter, 
mention  not  the  word   Death.     The 
thought  of  her  fuffering  any  pain ,  iy 
more  than  I  can  fupport  without  a 
confiderable    diminution    of    fpiritS4 
But,  whatever  happens,  I  can  never 
think  I  have  been  unrewarded  for  any 
thing  my  love  has  made  me  do,  if  it 
has  hitherto  rendered  her  happy,  which 
I  flattermyfelf  ithas  done.     Her  kind 
and  innocent  marks  of  affection  would 
recompenfe  me  for  any  pain  or  trou- 
ble, whereas  my  care  of  her  has  been 
my  greateftjoy.1 

'  Well,'  anfwered  Lord  Larboroiigh, 
I  will  no  farther  affront  yoxir  genero- 
' 
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'  fity,  though  I  cannot  flatter  you  fo 
«  far  as  to  lay  you  have  acled  through 

*  a  mere  love  or  that  virtue.     If  thofe 
'  godlike  qualities  were  to  be  found  un- 
'  mixed  among  mankind,  I  fhould  fooner 
'  expect  to  tee  them  in  you  than  in  any 
'  one ;  but  in  truth,   my   fr'.end,  fenle 
'  has  had  as  great  a  (hare  in  the  direc- 
'  tion  of  your  actions  as  fentiment :  pray 
'  which  has  been  moft  gratified  ?' 

'  As  for  gratification,'  laid  Lord  Dor- 
chefter, '  fentiment  has  had  much  the 
'  beft  time  of  it.  Ophelia  is  certainly 
'  above  us  mortals;  me  never  conde- 

*  fcends,  like  goddcfles  of  old,  to  dived 
'  herfelf  for  one  moment  of  her  'iv'nity; 
'  and  for  any  hopes  of  amendment  I  can 
'  fee,  I  may  worfliip  my  deity  till  the  end 
'  of  my  life,  without  finding  her  once 

*  propitious  to  her  votary's  wifhes.' 

'  I  am  afraid,'  anfwered  Lord  Lar- 
borough,  '  you  underftand  the  arts  of 
'  love  lets  than  thofe  of  any  other  kind, 

*  or  you  could  not  now  be  as  far  from 

*  your  hopes  as  when  you  firft  took  her 

1     ,      3f  «  /•     I-  1         •.  * 

*  iron)  her  fohtude. 

'  I  believe,'  replied  Lord  Dorchefter, 

*  I  may  praftife  the  arts  of  love  with  lefs 

*  (kill  for  having  ib  much  of  the  reality. 
'  I  have  fo  true  an  efteem  and  refpecT: 
'  for  her,  that  I  reverence  her  virtues 
1  and  her  understanding,  while  I  adore 
'  her  perfon.     Thofe  awful  fenfations 
'-  are  great  retarders  of  a  lover's  progrefs ; 
'  but  yet  I  flatter  myfelf  with  a  different 
'  opinion  from  yours.      I  cannot  help 
'  thinking  I  have  made  a  confiderable 

*  ftep  towards  fuccefs :  I  have  gained 
'  her  heart,  my  lord;  and  I  take  that  to 
'  be  the  fure  road  to  her  perfon.     It  is 

*  impoflible  a  woman  mould  always  re- 

*  fift  both  her  love  and  her  lover ;  they 
'  muft  prevail  in  time,  how  great  foeyer 

*  her  prudence  may  be,  or  I  (hall  never 

*  believe  woman  was  made  out  of  the 
'  rib  of  a  man,  and  yet  differ  fo  much 
«  from  our  natures.     I  already  begin  to 
'  fufpeft,  that  Mifs  Lenox  fprung  from 

*  another  creation,  and  was  made  out  of 

*  feme  more  icy  compofrtion  than  the 

*  reft  of  woman-kind.     But  yet,  truft 

*  me,  however  cold  (he  may  naturally 
'  be,  her  tendernefs  for  me,  my  paf- 

*  fionate  love  for  her,  with  that  inno- 

*  cence  which  takes  from  her  all  fufpi- 
'  cion,  confequently  all  fear  of  having 
'  the  obieft  of  her  affeclions  watching 

*  for  a  complying  moment,  mnft  in  time 

*  yield  me  the  reward  for  my  loving 
'  krvkes  and  diiuppointiaenu.     I  «ua 


'  certainly  a  coward,  for  I  have  not  yet 
1  ventured  to  attempt  any  liberties  which 
'  a  veftal  might  not  permit.  When  my 
'  fpirits  are  at  the  higheft,  and  I  think 
'  my  paflion  no  longer  to  be  hid,  there 
'  is  a  p-irity  around  her,  fuch  awful 
'  purity  in  every  look  and  word,  that  I 

*  bow  to  virtue,  and  worlhip  it  in  her 

*  fair  form.     There  is  more  innocence 
'  in  her  carefies,  than  can  be  found  in 
'  the  coldnels  of  any  other  woman.    In- 
4  (lead  ot  encouraging  my  hopes,  they 
'  damp  them  while  they  charm  me;  and 
'  (hew  the  beft  affeclions  in  fuch  beau- 
'  ty,  that  I  cannot  forbear  calling  my- 
'  felf  a  villain  for  not  being  more  like 
'  her/ — '  And  pray,'  faid  Lord  Larbo- 
rough,  '  by  what  means  do  you  make 
'  peace  with  youdelf?' 

'  By  reflecting  that,  if  me  loves  me,  fhe 

*  will  remain  very  happy,'  replied  Lord 
Dorchefter.      '  Marriage  is   of  human 
'  invention;  for  was  it  a  neceffary  cere- 
'  mony,  we  mnft  be  all  baftards,  as  we 
'  have  no  reafon  to  believe  Adam  and 
'  Eve  had  the  fanclion  of  the  prieft  for 
'  their  union.    Theirs  was  the  wedlock 
1  of  hearts,  the  true  matrimony  of  affec- 

*  tion.     I  and  my  Ophelia  will,  like  our 
'  firft  parents,  love  by  our  own  and  Na- 

'  ture's    licence,   with    more   warmth,  , 
1  more  tendernefs,  fmcerity,  and  con- 

*  ftan  y,  than  the  obedient  fervants  of 
'  the  church,  the  (laves  of  cuftom,  can 
'  boaft.     We  will  love  to  the  end  of  our 
'  lives,  always  afliired  of  each  other's 

*  affaclions  by  unabated  afliduity  and 
'  tenderneis.    Neceflity   (hall   have  na 
'  hand  in  our  union;  for  I  will  make  a 
'  fettlement  on  her  which  (hall  render 
'  her  perfectly  independent  of  me.    We 

*  (hall  be  linked  only  by  love,  and  there- 
'  fore  cannot  doubt  of  the  ftrength  of  th« 
'  chain  while  neither  breaks  it.' 

'  A  moft  noble  rapture,  truly!'  inter- 
rupted Lord  Larborough.  *  Since  eter- 
'  nal  conftnncy  is  your  fcheme,  why  not 
'  marry?  Sorely  wedlock  mould  orly 
'  terrify  the  fickle.' 

'  Have  I  not  often  told  you,'  faid  Lc 
Dorchefter,  '  with  how  much  iuftice 

*  diflike  matrimony?     The  ill  fate 

'  all  my  family  in  that  ftate,  has  create 

*  an  infurmot  ntuble  averfion  to  it  i 

*  me.     Befides,  I  am  more  urfit  for 

'  than  any  man;  as  being  lo  i~  i:   1  of 
'  lofmg  the  affections  of  t,nc  J  lo-  "   ihat 

*  I  could  never  be  eafy  while  it  w.:*  he 

:'i  to  live  with  me.     It  is  tiuc, 
'  kaiow  audlove  Ophelia's  fi:\ccriiy;  bt 
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I  am  equally  acquainted  with  my  own 
temper:  I  could  fear  her  truth  and 
opennefs  of  heart  (ho-ild  be  corrupted 
by  our  vile  cuftoms;  (he  might  give 
herielf  to  me  in  marriage  out  of  pru- 
dence and  intereft.  I  would  receive 
her  as  the  gift  of  Love  alone.  Her 
heart  muft  give  her  to  me,  and  mine 
receive  her,  as  the  pure  votary  of  Love; 
'  mine,  and  only  mine,  exclufive  of  all 
1  prudential,  all  Lucrative  views.  This 
""  is  the  trued  bliis  my  heart  cnn  know. 
;  But  in  the  midft  of  all  this  glorious 
;  imaginary  felicity,  comes  acrofs  this 
painful  queilion :  Oh,  my  friend ! 
1  when  can  fuch  virtue  be  fubdued?  I 
fear  (he  is  exalted  above  human  weak- 
;  nefles ;  tho  igh  to  leave  the  difpoial  of 
herielf  to  the  prieft,  rather  than  to  her 
heartj  would  be  only  compliance  with 
fervile  cuftom,  and  not  virtue,  which 
can  never  be  the  gift  of  a  foolijh  cere- 
mony; it  confifts  in  conftancy,  not 
words;  and  we  will  be  more  conftant 
than  licenfed  matrimonial  couples,  who 
love  from  duty ;  whole  paflions  are  fo 
cool,  they  afk  leave  to  bum,  requiring 
the  fanctionofa  cold,  withered,  infen- 
fible  prieft,  to  whom  all-powerful  Na- 
ture is  made  to  relinquim  her  fway. 
Ophelia  ought  more  than  any  one  to 
obey  that  firft  parent,  who  has  lavimly 
difpenfed  to  her  her  beft  gifts.  She 
who  ftill  enjoys  her  natural  innocence, 
who  has  made  uncommon  progrefs  in 
the  knowledge  of  all  good,  and  yet  re- 
mains as  ignorant  of  evil  as  on  the  day 
(he  was  firft  "numbered  among  thefpe- 
.cies  (he  was  born  to  eclipfe,  has  no  oc- 
cafion  to  be  confined  to  political  rules, 
made  to  keep  thofe  in  or  ler  who  have 
not  a  better  guide  within  their  own 
minds.' 

*  Pray,'  anfwered  Lord  Larborough, 
do  not  treat  all  the  reft  of  womankind 
with  fuch  contempt.  The  ignorance 
you  boaft  of  is  not  meritorious  ;  if  it 
is,  you  are  the  perfon  who  fhould  have 
the  honour  of  it.  Is  there  any  vir- 
tue in  not  known;  v  the  evil  (he  has 
never  (een?  You  have  fpread  the  veil 
which  has  concealed  it 'all  from  her 
eyes;  and  then,  like  a  true  irrational 
lover,  admire  her  for  not  feeing  what 
was  not  vifible  to  her.  Her  part  is  na- 
tural :  your  contrivance  is  all  that  can 
create  wonder;  and  I  can  never  think 
of  it  without  iurprize.  However,  I 
cannot  imagine  it  poflible  to  continue 
this  ignorance,  where  matter  for  in- 


*  ftruction  is  Co  frequent  as  in  this  town, 
(  and  to  whi  h  tome  of  the  acquaintances 

*  to  whom  yon  have  introduced  her  are 
'  not  novices.' 

'  You  muft  have  been  wrapt  in  cold 
'  indifference  all  your  life-time,''  replied 
Lord  Dorchefter,  '  or  you  would  kno\v 
'  that  nothing  is  imjjoffible  to  a  true 
'  lover.  A  fhort  acquaintance  with  h«r 
'  principle!)  (hewed  me  the  neceffity  of 
'  preferving  her  from  all  i'ufpicion  of  my 
4  defign.  The  only  method  was  to  keep 
'  her  in  ignorance  of  the  ways  of  men  in 
'  this  enlightened  corner  of  the  wo;id. 
'  From  the  dull  Simplicity  and  innocence 
'  in  which  (he  was  bred,  the  leaft  (hadow 
«  of —i<v  'of  any  kind  (hocks  her;  by 
'  w  aich  I  was  convinced  her  prejudices  in 

*  favour  of  lawful  unions  muft  be  great. 
'  This  excited  my  invention ;  and  I  con- 
'  fidered  all  ways  of  keeping  the  differ- 

*  ence  of  our  manners  from  her  know- 

*  ledge.     I  initrucled  her  fervant,  but 
'  without  imparting  my  reafons  to  her; 
'  and,  as  I  furnifhed  her  with  books,  I 
'  have  carefully  excluded  all  by  which 
'  (he  could  form  a  notion  of  any  cuftoms 

*  that  might  raife  iufpicions  in  her  mind ; 
'  and-this  I  have  found  poflible  without 

*  retarding  any  ufeful  improvement  of 
'  her  underftanding.     When  the  heart 

*  does  not  dictate  a  probability  of  evil 

*  in  others,  the  owner  is  eaficr  deceived 

*  into  a  good  opinion  of  mankind  than 
'  you  imagine.     I  had  a  defire  of  bring- 
'  ing  her  into  the  world,  thinking  it 

*  would  amuie  and  make  her  happier, 
'  which,  next  to  my  own  happinefs  in 
'  one  point,  is  my  firft  confideration.  But 
'  here  was  my  great  difficulty ;  how  to 
'  prevent  her  feeing,  when  the  object  was 
'  before  her  eyes,  puzzled  me.  However, 
'  having  great  confidence  in  female  in- 
'  vention,  I  opened  my  whole /cheme  to 

*  my   coufm   Lady   Paleftine,   who,  I 
knew,  would  willingly  aflilt  me,  as  (lie 

'  is  one  of  Cupid's  belt  friends ;  and,  like 
'  a  good  woman,  has  fo  equal  a  love  for 
1  her  neighbour  and  herftlf,  that  (he  is 
'.  to  help  them  in  any  way  wherein 
,.  vouk:  be  induitrioufly  gratified. 
c  She,  in  t!\is  reflect,  lives  up  to  the 
'  golden  rule,  and  does  to  others  as  (lie 
•'  would  they  mould  do  unto  her.  This 
'  made  her  fit  for  my  purpofe.-  The  art 
'  (lie  has  had  to  keep  herielf  in  iiigh  fa  - 

*  fhion,  and  be  carefled  by  ths  world, 

*  and  even  by  fuch  whc-fe  behaviour  and 
'  character  give  or.e  room  to  believe  that 

*  the  merits  I  found  in  her  were  of  no 
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life  norrecommerdation  to  them,  made 
her  acquaintance  proper  for  my  honeit, 
my  inno-'ent  Ophelia,  at  the  fame  time 
(he  was  ufd'ul  to  me.  I  efteem  the 
purity  of  my  angel's  heart,  and  the 
goodneis  of  her  principles  too  highly, 
to  introduce  her  into  company  that 
might  pervert  either.  It  would  be  im- 
pohtick  to  leffen  the'  merits  cf  the  ob- 
jeft  of  our  affections  in  I'o  eflential  a 
point,  in  order  to  gain  the  pofleflion  of 
their  perfons .  I  have  had  great  reafon 
to  be  pleafed  with  my  choice:  Lady 
Paleftine  has  excelled  herfclf  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  affair;  and  fome  for- 
tunate cir<  umftances  have  afiilled  our 
deiign.  Mifs  Lenox's  great  ynhappi- 
riefs  at  being  obferved  and  looked  at, 
whi.h  was  the  neceflary  confequence 
of  her  appearing  in  publick,  was  cf 
excellent  fervice  to  us.  We  advifed  her 
to  be  lilent  as  to  the  place  of  her  birth, 
and  ail  the  paffages  of  her  pall  life;  and 
this  on  pretence  of  laving  her  the  pain 
of  univerial  obfervation,  which  other- 
wile,  by  their  novelty,  would  be  ex- 
cited. She  complied:  the  relt  has  been 
our  care.  You  know  we  have  reported 
her  a  relation' of  mine,  of  a  large  for- 
tune, left  by  a  dying  father  to  my 
guardianlhip. 

'  By  thefe  little  deceits,  her  reputation 
has  Jfitherto  continued  unblemished.  I 
verily  believe  the  envy  of  the  world 
would  by  this  time  have  fpent  a  little 
of  it's  venom  in  (lander,  had  any  other 
woman  been  in  her  place;  but  the  in- 
nocence and  opennefs  of  heart  ex- 
prefled  in  her  countenance,  damps  all 
fufpicion,  and  difarms  fcandal  of  it's 
ftin:t. 

'  1  have  likewife  contrived  to  prevent 
all  intimacies  with  any  of  her  own  lex, 
except  my  ufeful  covfin ;  left  converling 
with  them  might  overthrowmy  fcheme. 
I  was,  fome  time  ago,  a  little  uneafy  at 
a  great  difpofition  I  perceived  in  her 
towards  Miis  Baden,  who  was  not  un- 
willing to  cultivate  her  acquaintance. 
I  could  not  wonder  at  either,  without 
feeing  all  the  bad  qualities  which  many 
poflefs :  the  good  in  Mifs  Baden's  dif- 
pofition (nines  fo  clearly,  that  it  could 
not  efrape  the  obfervation  of  Ophelia, 
w  :  ;  lees  by  the  liq;ht  of  reafon ;  that 
heft  diftinguilher  of  truth.  An  inti- 
rmcy  between  them  feemed  natural, 
and  I  feared  the  ill-effects  of  it:  but 
my  u.neafinefs  was  r.'rc.  ived  by  my 
*  lovely  charmerj  and  I  believe  a  kind, 


though  fslerit  compliance  with  it,  put 
a  (top  to  all  increaie  of  acquaintance. 
*  I  found  (he  conilrued  my  dillike  into 
jealoufy.  She  has  not  the  Icait  notion 
why  we  fhouid  be  jealous  but  of  our 
friend's  affections;  and,  in  that  cafe,  it 
muft  be  equally  excited  by  man  or  wo- 
man, who  fee-ins  likely  to  (hare  them 
with  us. 

'  I  began  now  to  have  fewer  appre- 
henfions  than  ever  of  her  learning  the 
cuftoms  of  her  (ex.  Time  and  lucceis 
have  hardened  me;  but  inftead  of  it 
another  arifes,  which  is  what  I  have 
already  mentioned,  that  I  (hall  never 
find  the  unguarded  moment  I  have  fo 
long  waited  for.  To  declare  my  in- 
tentions, or  give  her  realbn  to  find  them 
out,  would  be  lofmg  all  my  hope.  My 
fcle  dependence  is  on  the  frailty  of  hu- 
mm  lurid,  and  (he  feeins  to  be  void  of 
any.  I  thought  I  had  only  a  woman 
to  refift  me.  Who  would  have  expected 
that  an  angel  fhouid  be  hid  in  a  cot- 
tage, while  we  frail  mortals  inhabit 
palaces?' 

I  had  now  heard  too  much.;  my  doubts 
were 'turned  into  the  moll  painful  cer- 
tainty; and  I  could  not  (lay  to  liften  to 
more  of  a  convcrfation,  every  word  of 
which  gave  frem  pain  to  my  heart.  So 
I  retired  out  of  another  door,  and  went 
to  my  own  room. 


CHAP.    XV. 

UPON  retiring  to  my  chamber,  I 
found  fome  eafe  from  the  liberty  of 
indulging  the  fighs  and  tears  which  I 
had  been  obliged  to  fupprefs  while  I  was 
fo  near  the  caufe  of  all  my -grief.  I  was 
the  whole  night  incapable  of  every  thing 
but  lamenting  my  unhappy  lot,  in  being 
among  a  people  with  whom  I  was  fo  un- 
equally matched.  The  violence  of  my 
affliction  perfuaded  me  that  I  hated  the 
man  who  had  occafioned  it;  but,  as  dejec- 
tion fucceeded  to  diffraction,  (for  by  no 
other  name  can  I  call  my  firit  emotions) 
theneceflity  of  leaving  one  whole  aim  was 
my  deftru6lion,  informed  me  more  cer- 
tainly of  the  true  ftate  of  my  h<  art.  I 
found  it  (till  repined  at  the  thought  of 
abfenting  myfelt  from  him,  whole  pre- 
fence  ought  to  have  railed  delegation  in 
me:  but  this  only  ferved  to  determine  me 
the  more  ftrongly  to  fiy  from  that  place, 
where  I  no  longer  could  be  fafe,  fmcc  I 
was  myfelf  my  enemy  j  and  rciulved,  if 

I  could  ' 
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Ill 


T  could  not  command  my  heart,  at.  leaft 
to  punilh  it. 

The  pait  might  give  me  fome  room  to 
hope  fuccefs  tor  the  future j  but  I  would 
not  truft  to  a  confidence  which  oftener 
deltroys  than  laves,  while  diffidence  is  a 
wile  prelerver,  and  the  belt  defence  of 
the  weak*  To  ftay  till  we  are  ieniible  of 
our  frailty,  is  remaining  too  long.  I  was 
tleiirous  to  •  pi-event  the  ienfe  of  it,  and 
not  run  the  hazard  of  being  obliged  to 
reproach  myfelf  for  my  own  weaknefs. 

Convinced  that  I  was  unhappy,  I  was, 
however,  determined  not  to  be  criminal ; 
and  I  could  not  hide  from  myfelf  the  dan- 
ger to  which  my  open  and  artlcfs  temper 
muft  expofe  me,  when  I  had  fo  deceitful 
and  deiigning  an  adverfary.  The  contell 
was  too  unequal  to  venture  ;  bxit  it  feun- 
ed  to  me  as  dishonourable  to  attack  the 
aitleis  with  arts  and  deceit,  as  to  attempt 
the  life  of  one  who  is  not  armed  for  his 
defence.  I  wondered  at  the  ingratitude 
that  could  wifh  to  turn  a  woman's  af- 
feftion  into  the  means  of  making  her 
wretched,  and  rob  her  of  the  pleafure  of 
being  efteemed,  and  of  the  heart-felt  ^oy 
arilingfrom  the  conicioulnefs  of  delerv- 
ing  to  be  fo. 

I  was  fixed  in  the  refolution  of  leaving 
my  houfe,  and  of  concealing  myfelf  from 
Lord  Dorcheiler  till  I  could  contrive  niy 
return  to  my  cottage,  where  I  might 
ftek  for  peace,  and  endeavour  to  forget  a 
vicious  rice,  whom  I  had  known  only  to 
fuffer  by  them.  I  thought  it  would  not 
be  fafe  to  attempt  this  immediately,  as 
I  could  not  doubt  but  my  lord  would 
take  all  poffible  means  of  difcovering.my 
retreat ;  and,  fufpefting  my  real  inten- 
tion, would  more  diligently  watch  the 
road.  Where  to  conceal  myfelf  I  knew 
not;  but  had  no  hopes  of  fafety  among 
thole  who  were  acquainted  with  me.  I 
had  now  learnt  to  diftr>;ft  every  one,  and 
my  too  fond  heart  found  Ibme  relburce  iu 
believing  no  man  was  kfs  an  enemy  to 
virtue  than  Lord  Dorchefter. 

The  following  night  I  fixed  for  my 
elopement,  with  which  I  dared  truft  no- 
body, but  was  to  tranfaft  it  without  any 

lide  or  advifer  but  refol  tion  and  fear. 
Lord  Dorchefter  called  feveral  times  in 

le  morning  j  but  I  did  not  rife  till  noon, 
in  order  to  avoid  feeing  him  till  I  had 
acquire^  .*  fufficient  compofure  of  mind 

Hto  enable  me  to  converfe. 
In  the  afternoon  he  came  again  as  I 
cxpecled  :  I  feared  his  fight,  though  he 
bad  more  reafon  to  fear  mine.  The  guilty 


only  havecaufeto  tremble";  but  the  great 
change  which  was  to  lucceed  this  vifit, 
made  it  appear  dreadful  to  me.  I  had 
endeavoured  to  practife  fome  worldly 
arts :  I  thought  it  wus  ftrange  if  I  had 
lived  fo  long  here  without  acquiring  the 
power  of  thilimulation ;  I  tried  to  conceal 
my  grieved  heart  under  a  fmiling  counte- 
nance, that  I  might  not  either  puzzle  rny 
lord,  or  give  him  room  for  fufpicion. 
But  I  had  efteemed  my  own  abilities  too 
highly;  I  was  lei's  improved  than  I  could 
have  wifhed. 

Lord  Dorchefter,  at  firft  coming  in,  ad- 
dreffed  me  with  inexprellible  tendernefs 
and  concern  for  my  health.  The  variety 
of  emotions  from  the  joy  I  felt  in  the 
proofs  of  his  affedtion,  which  would  have 
made  even  ficknefs  delightful,  with  the 
pain  that  attended  the  thought  of  the  bad 
deligns  it  had  given  birth  to,  and  yet 
how  much  I  muft  luffer  in  reiinquiming 
the  greateft  happinefs  of'  my  life ;  over- 
came my  refolution,  and  brought  fuch 
a  crowd  of  images  to  my  mind,  as  drew  a 
flood  of  tears  from  my  eyes,  which  never, 
ceafed  flowing  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
together,  during  the  whole  evening.  My 
lord  appeared  greatly  concerned  at  thcle 
figns  of  grief,  and  was  importunate  to 
know  the  realbn  of  them.  I  could  only 
attribute  them  to  diftemper;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  fafhion  of  the  place,  complain 
of  my  fpirits.  This  did  not  make  him 
ealy:  he  declared  he  could  not  forbear 
fufrecling  fome  hidden  caufe;  and,  by 
the  many  ami  ranees  of  his  conftant  and 
increaiingaffeftion  with  which  he  endea- 
voured to  rem,ove  my  melancholy,  I  per- 
ceived he  imagined  me  a  prey  to  jealous 
fancies.  I  was  glad  his  thought  took  that 
turn;  for  I  was  in  great  fear  that  my 
weaknefs  in  thus  Ihewhig  the  fituation  of 
my  mind,  might  have  created  better- 
grounded  fufpicions;  eipecially  at  his 
going  away,  which  was  not  till  very  late. 
I  had  not  power  to  tell  him  it  was  time  he 
ihould  leave  me;  and  he  was  not  inclined 
to  make  that  difcovery  himfelf;  but  at 
laft,  the  watchman  forced  him  to  obferve 
the  hour;  and  care  of  my  health  induced 
him  to  obey  it's  call  to  reft.  I  was  de- 
termined this  mould  be  the  laft  interview 
I  won  id  ever  have  with  him.  The  thought 
that  I  mould  never  fee  him  more,  had  fo 
violent  an  effeft  on  my  deprefled  fpirits, 
that,  as  Toon  as  he  was  out  of  the  room, 
I  fainted  away.  I  believe  itwas  not  long 
before  I  recovered  my  fenfes.  I  found 
myfelf  in  his  arms,  and  my  maid  rub- 
bins? 
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bing  my  temples,  while  he  was  holding  a 
bottle  tor  me  10  imell  to.  He  had,  as  I 
atcerwaras  !e:irnt,  returned  on1  the  noife 
J  made  in  falling;  and,findingme  on  the 
floor,  called  my  maid  to  afiift  him  in 
bringing  me  ;itain  to  life.  The  joy  I 
ieit  from  the  tendernefs  of  his  behaviour 
on  my  coming  to  mvfelf,  was  ill  fuited 
to  my  intention.  It  was  long  before  he 
would  leave  me;  but  the  fecond  parting 
was  not  fo  bad  as  the  firth  To  get  quit  of 
my  maid,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed.  As 
foon  as  me  wr.s  out  of  the  room,  I  dreffed 
myfelf  anew,  and  fat  down  to  write  to 
Lord  Dorcheftcr,  to  the  following  pur- 
pole. 

'    MY  LORD, 

*  A  S  litile  as  a  man  can  dcferve  to  find 
•^  '  a  phce  in  the  thoughts  of  one  on 
whom  his  views  have  been  fo  ungene- 
rous and  low,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  in- 
forming you,  that  a  difcovery  of  y  jur 
bale  dellgns  has  rendered  it  neceiu. y 
for  me  to  fly  you.  Was  my  pride  equal 
to  my  love,  I  fhould  be  afhamed  that, 
in  our  lafi  interviews,  I  difcovered  fo 
much  forrow  in  parting  with  one  who 
never  had  any  true  affeclion  for  me. 
Bv't  why  fhould  I  blufh  at  not  fufpeft- 
ing  intentions  in  you,  which  I  thought 
no  heart  had  beep  bad  eno.  gh  to  bar- 
bo;  r  ?  My  own  made  me  a  dupe  to  the 
ruvt  of  yo"r's.  It  was  not  dirfi- 
cu,  ;or  me  to  believe,  that  thegenero- 
fiiy,  the  kndtrotis,  the  eftetrn,  you 
appeared  tc-  have  for  me,  wore  real. 
T  j  i^h  I  ik  ierved  littie  of  it,  itfeemed 
to  me  xis  io  f.ppofe  you 

mut.iken  than  deceitfi  1.  Theunder- 
ftanding ,  f  t  :ewifeir  man  may  err;  but 
i  did  not  imagine  the  heart  of  any  one 
could  be  Ib  corr-pted.  I  own  that,  at 
this  moment,  I  (till  repay  in  real  fond- 
re  '^  all  the  rms  yo  .  pra&ife  to  mi:ke 
me  belL-vt  ii  m  .ti:al.  In  t1-, 
my  refer.tmer.t,  my  love  is  as  ftrongas 
ever.  I  am  fenfihle  you  have  for  ever 
deftroyed  my  hr.ppir.efs :  I  can  never 
enjoy  a  moment's  ccmfort  nbfvnt  from 
yo  .  The  happy  cimnoftire  of  my 
mind  is  turned  into  detraction;  my 
conftit  tion  is  not  equal  to  the  forrows 
that  nt..Tl:  it.  B"t  this  is  not  my 
grief.  I  am  the  creatMx:  of  Providence, 
ar.d  nv  ',  with  '  •  .  ,  wait  it's 

s:    if,   whilst    ingratitv.de,    I 
t  wifh  to  loie  the  lift  it  has  given 
iii..,  I  flio-ld  pray  for  death,  as   the 
defirable  er.d  of  a  miferable  being. 


Oneeffeft  I  would  gladly  hope  my  fuf. 
ferings  may  have  on  you:  let  them 
mew  you  how  wretched  you  aimed  at 
making  one  who  deferved  not  to  receive 
fo  much  evil  at  your  bands.  Think 
what  torment  the  fuccefs  of  your  vile 
aits  mult  have  given  me  ;  fince,  to 
avoid  the  change  of  it,  I  can,  without 
hesitation,  reduce  myfelf  to  fo  great  a 
misfortune  as  leaving  the  joy  of  my 
life,  your  company.  Let  this  deter  you 
for  "the  future,  from  leading  others  into 
the  fame  unhappy  circumftances.  I 
wifh  an  amendment  of  your  principles 
for  your  own  benefit;  for  I  feel  a  fin- 
cere  pity  for  tire  ignorance  you  mult 
live  in  of  the  greatcrt  pleasures ;  thofe 
anting  from  a  truly-affe£lionate,  gene- 
rous,  pure,  and  honeft  heart.  As  for 
myfelf,  it  can  no  longer  be  of  farther 
confequence  to  my  peace :  I  (hall  not 
even  know  what  pafles  here;  I  will  not 
remain  among  a  people  to  whom  I  am 
fo  ill  fuited.  Opinion  had  raifed  you 
almoft  to  a  deity.  Finding  you  fall  fo 
far  below  -what  even  a  human  creature 
fhould  be,  I  cannot  help  doubting  my- 
felf alib;  and  thereto:  e  will  never  fee 
you  mcne.  I  will  return  to  my  little 
cottage,  where  I  mall  behold  noaftions 
but  what  are  juft  and  confident ;  where 
innocence  is  no  temptation  to- vice,  nor 
made  a  menus  towards  the  pofTerTor's 
deftruclion.  In  that  dear  folitude  my 
love  will  be  repaid  by  affeftion,  by 
the  only  worthy  object  of  it,  and  our 
hearts  united  with  fincerity  and  truth. 
There  I  lived,  bluffed  indeed  in  inno- 
ce-ncc;  all  that  was  dear  to  me  within 
my  iight;  I  bad  nothing  to  regret, 
nothing  to  f'rh  for,  no  thought,  no 
wifh,  to  fuppiofs:  actuated  by  virtue, 
with  virtue  al.ne  I  loved  my  fmgle 
friend;  happy  in  knowing  no  more,  I 
enjoyed  a  conftantltate  of  contentment. 
Think,  my  lord,  from  what  you  have 
taken  me,  and  what  mifery  you  have 
brought  on  her  who,  notwithstanding 
all  diftance,  the  impoffibility  of  feeing 
you  again,  and  the  great  reafon  (he  has 
to  hate  yon,  muft  ever  remain  attached 
to  you  in  the  tenderer!  manner!  This 
is  yo"i  doing!  this  the  efFeft  you  call 
lovr  !  this  me  rewaj'd  of  mine !  But 
why  fhould  I  reproa-  h  you,  when  I 
cannot  refent  as  I  ought?  I  am  too 
little  miih'efs  of  myfelf  ro  write  more. 
Heaven  preferve  you !  May  you  never 
fee-1  remorfe  eno-gh  to  give  you  equal 
pain  to  that  I  endure  I  I  would  have 
«  your 
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yourhenrt  improve  by  reafon,  and  not 
by  fuffering.  Once  more  accept  my 
prayers,  my  beft  wiflies  :  you  are  the 
only  obiecl  I  have  for  them,  I  myfelf 
excluded,  fince  all  I  ought  to  wilh  for 
is  a  total  forgetfulnefs  of  you;  and  if 
I  cannot  part  with  your  image,  milery 
is  attached  to  it.  If  you  can  help  it, 
do  not  quite  forget  me ;  think  of  me 
as  one  who  has  llich  an  affeftion  for 
you  as  in  the  great  world  cannot  be 
equalled  j  think  of  me  as  anxious  for 
your  happineis,  while  I  am  futfering 
by  you,  who  could  receive  any  evil  by 
felf-condemnation  rather  than  partwith 
you,rather  than  once  fay  "Adieu1."  But 
it  muft  be  fo  !  The  God  you  have  of- 
fended, forgive  and  blefs  you !' 

This  letter  was  not  written  without 
torrents  of  tears,  with  which  my  paper 
was  fo  blotted,  that  it  was  fcarcely  legi- 
ble; but  the  interruptions  my  forrow 
gave,  took  up  fo  much  of  the  little  time 
left  me,  that  I  had  not  leiiure  to  write  it 
over  again ;  and  if  I  had,  I  might  not 
have  mended  it.  As  foon  as  it  was  finifli- 
ed,  I  laid  it  where  I  imagined  it  would  be 
found,  though  not  the  firft  moment  I 
was  miffing.  I  then  put  as  much  money 
in  my  pocket  as  I  thought  requifite. 
Without  fcrupling  to  fave  myfelf  at  the 
expence  of  the  perfon  who  had  reduced 
me  to  the  want  of  fuch  afliftance,  I  took 
no  more  than  I  believed  neceffary ;  if  I 
had,  it  would  not  have  been  fo  jultifiable. 
I  loaded  myfelf  with  linen  and  other 
things  that  I  might  want,  and  could 
conveniently  cany.  The  jewels,  watches, 
trinkets,  and  everything  valuable,  I  put 
up  with  the  money  in  my  bureau,  .and 
inclofed  the  key  of  it  in  the  letter  to  my 
lord.  Grief  purifies  the  heart.  So  much 
had  it  leffened  my  vanity,  that  things 
which,  in  pofleilion,  had  given  me  a 
foolifh  pleafure,  were  now  of  no  more 
worth  in  my  eyes  than  a  piece  of  glal's. 
By  this  time  day  began  to  dawn.  I  Hole 
down  ilairs,  and  unbarring  the  ftreet- 
door  as  gently  as  I  could,  I  went  out.  I 
got  through  that,  and  the  adjacent  ftreets, 
as  quick  as  poffible,  and  walked  a  great 
way,  before  people  were  itirnng,  without 
knowing  where  I  was.  I  went  into  the 
f.rit  houie  where  lodgings  were  to  be  ;et, 
and  the  people  up,  and  hired  a  room, 
wel!  latisfied  with  my  fituation,  becauie 
it  wt;s  at  a  great  diftance  from  I 
late!  y  lived  in,  and  from  my  lord's  houfe. 
I  learned  I  was  in  a  part  of  the  city,  and 


took  a  back-room,  that  I  might  run  no 
hazard  of  being  feen  from  the  ftreet.  The 
people  where  I  lodged  were  quiet  and 
civil,  and  too  bufy  to  be  very  curious. 

As  loon  as  I  had  hired  my  chamber, 
I  fhut  myfelf  in  it,  and  indulged  my 
grief  with  greater  freedom  than  I  had 
yet  ventured  to  do.  The  tears$  which 
had  only  fallen  gently  down  my  face  as 
I  walked  through  the  ftreets,  (for  I  could 
not  confine  them  entirely)  now  came 
with  double  force,  and  did  not  ceafe  till 
I  grew  fo  weary  with  the  agitation  of  my 
mind,  want  of  reft,  and  a  walk  far  too 
long  for  my  decayed  ftrength,  that  I  fell 
afleep  for  fome  hours. 

This  re freflied  my  body,  but  could  not 
relieve  my  heart ;  that  remained  the  lame, 
or  rather  acquired  new  itrength  only  to 
grieve  with  more  violence. 

I  grew  very  ill  by  night,  and  kept  my 
bed  for  two  clays.  From  that  time  my 
health  began  to  mend,  and  I  becajne 
fomewhat  more  compoied. 


CHAP.     XVL 

LOR  D  Larboroxigh  had  placed  fpies 
upon  me,  by  which  means  he  learnt 
the  place  of  my  abode,  and  came  the  day 
after  my  efcape ;  but  I  was  not  able  to 
fee  him  till  the  latter  end  of  that  week, 
and  was  then  but  very  unfit  for  com- 
pany.    He  addrefled  me  in  the  moft  af- 
feftionate manner,  lamented  my  unhappy 
fate,  and  the  unworthy  hands  into  which 
I  had  fallen ;  applauded  my  resolution  in 
leaving  Lord  Dorchefter,  and  admired 
my  innocence.     He  ardently  wifhed  h« 
cculd  have  faved  me  from  the  impending 
danger  which  threatened  me,    without 
making  my  happinefs  a  facrifice  to  my 
virtue.     '  You  heard,'  faid  he,  '  lovely 
Ophelia,  how  I  endeavoured  to  flievv 
my  friend  that  he  ought  not  to  be  averfe 
to  marrying  you.     I  had  done  much 
more  at  other  times ;  I  have  reprelented 
to  him  the  great  charm  of  your  inno- 
cence, which  (hor.ld  preferve  itfelf  by 
difarming  all  bad  deiigns.     I  proved 
to  him  an  alliance  with  you  could  not 
hurt  his  pride,  fince  it  muft  do  honour 
to  a  man  of  any  rank.  It  could  not  ex- 
cufe  the  fears  he  exp:effed  of  matri- 
mony, as  yo-T  numerous  virtues  fe- 
cured  him  from  cyery  evil  that  can  at- 
tend the  (hue  of  wedlock.     In  point  cf 
interest,,  no  1112:1  could  be  fo  bigotted 
to  money  a$  to  think  it  comparable  to 
'  your 
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your  worth.  Other1?  might  bring  him 
gold  ;  you  would  make  him  poffefibr 
of  mote  wealth,  of  a  nobler  kind  of 
riches  than  Peru  or  Mexico  could  yield. 
Thefe  are  the  arguments  I  have  ufed 
to  perfuade  him  to  marry  yon.  But 
his  notions  are  ib  depraved,  that  all  I 
could  fay  made  no  impreflion  on  his 
mind ;  indeed,  it  was  vain  to  hope  it 
would  :  if  his  love,  and  the  faireft 
miracle  of  virtue,,  could  not  difpofe  him 
to  juftice,  how  mould  rr.v  arguments 
have  that  power  ?  They  could  not  be  ib 
prevalent  as  every  look,  every  word, 
and  action,  of  the  innocent  Ophelia, 
muft  have  been,  to  any  one  who  had 
the  fmalleft  feeds  of  virtue  in  their 
breaft :  I  mould  have  believed  the  moft 
debauched  man  living  cculd  not  have 
harboured  a  momentary  thought  againft 
the  virtue  which  appeared  ib  amiable. 
Pardon  me  the  blafphemies  I  uttered 
againft  you  in  the  converfation  you 
overheard ;  they  all  agree  with  my  real 
fentiments ;  my  heart  bled  for  what 
you  were  fuffering  while  I  treated  his 
opinion  fo  highly :  but  I  was  obliged 
to  put  that  force  on  myfelf,  to  make 
him  more  openly  declare  fentiments 
which  I  would  have  given  my  life  to 
have  changed  into  fuch  as  would  have 
been  agreeable  to  yoi:rwifhes,  and  due 
to  your  merits.  It  was  with  the  ut- 
mojr,  difficulty  I  performed  my  taik, 
and  profecuted  a  diicourfe  which  tore 
my  heart  by  friendly  fympathy  with 
yours.* 

This  elaborate  fpeech  of  Lord  Lar- 
borough's  furprized  me  a  little ;  it  feemed 
fo  honeft  and  affectionate,  that,  during 
fome  parts,  I  believed  his  difpofition  was 
iuitable  to  his  exprefilons :  but  he  mixed 
ib  much  flattery  with  his  par.egyricks  on 
my  virtue,  that  I  told  him  I  hoped  I  had, 
indeed,  enough  to  preferve  me  from  com- 
mitting any  criminal  aftion.  But  where 
was  themiracleofthis?  Thoufarids would 
do  the  fame.  If  it  preferred  me  from  cen- 
furc,  I  had  all  I  could  require  from  it ; 
but  Ifaw  no  reafon  to  commend  me  fo 
highly  for  having  only  done  my  duty, 
and  that  merely  when  one  virtue  was 
concerned :  a  fmall  portion  to  be  proud 
of,  when  we  ought  to  be  poflefled  of  fo 
many!  He  could  not  have  given  me 
more  praife,  had  I  acled  up  to  the  laws 
of  general  perfection.  In  behaving  dif- 
ferently from  what  I  had  done,  I  mould 
have  been  very  criminal ;  b'it  I  could 
fcarcely  think  myfelf  quite  ji:ftined,  un- 


lefs  I  had  that  proper  love  for  virtue 
which  would  make  me  hate  the  former 
of  vile  fchemes,  as  well  as  induce  me  to 
avoid  him ;  whereas  I  had  not  arrived 
even  at  anger.  Grief  pofieffed  my  whole 
foul,  and  left  no  room  for  any  other  fen- 
timent.  I  ftill  loved  to  excefs  the  man 
to  whom  I  owed  my  fufferings ;  and, 
while  I  fled  from  him,  and  refolved  never 
again  to  fee  him,  I  endeavoured  to  ex- 
cufe  him,  and  blame  only  education  and" 
pernicious  cuftom,  which  had,  by  cor- 
rupting his  principles,  rendered  me  a 
moft  unhappy  woman.  My  tears  flowed 
almoft  inceffantly;  Lord  Larborough 
joined  in  them,  and  wept  too,  till  I  grew 
convinced  of  the  pure  friendship  he  pro- 
feffed.  He  frequently  exclaimed  againft 
the  bafenefs  of  a  man  who  could  mean 
me  ill ;  and,  with  all  the  appearance  of 
fmcerity,  declared  how  incapable  he 
mould  have  been  of  fuch  behaviour,  had 
he  been  blefled  with  my  love:  he  would 
have  adored  me  with  a  pure  devotion, 
have  looked  on  Hymen  as  his  tutelar 
deity,  and  have  eileemed  himfelf  the 
happieft  of  mankind,  if  I  would  have 
conferred  an  etemal  obligation  on  him 
by  becoming  his  wife. 

Many  more  things  he  faid  to  raile  his 
own  character,  and  blacken  Lord  Dor- 
chefter's ;  which  ferved  only  to  increafe 
my  affeciion,  as  I  grieved  as  much  for 
my  lord's  depravity  as  for  my  own  fuf- 
ferings, independently  of  the  connection 
between  them. 

All  Lord  Larborough  faid  was  ut- 
tered with  i'uch  an  air  of  tendernefs,  and 
mixed  with  ib  many  expreflions  of  fond- 
nefs,  that,  at  laft,  I  began  to  think  his 
fentiments  were  beyond  thofe  of  friend- 
mip, which  I  thought  I  muft  deteft  in  a 
country  where  people  can  be  led  by  love 
to  do  actions  fo  unworthy  of  them; 
and  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  reft  of  their 
character.  I  was  fully  convinced  of  it, 
when,  after  finding  fault  with  my  lodg- 
ing, and  lamenting  that  I,  who  ought  fo 
receive  the  fervices  of  mankind,  (for  he 
mixed  the  moft  fulfome  flattery  with 
every  thing  he  faid)  mould  be  void  of 
neceflary  attendance  and  convenience,  he 
folicited  me  to  accompany  him  to  one  he 
would  find  out  for  me,  where  I  fhouhl  be 
ferved  in  a  manner  worthy  of  me,  and 
all  poflible  care  taken  to  alleviate  my 
grief,  and  aflift  time  in  conquering  it. 
This  propoial  ftartled  me.  I  told  him 
that  flattery  was  no  means  of  plenfmg 
me.  I  looked  en  it  in  no  better  light 

than 
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than  as  an  indirecl:  accufation  of  an  in- 
fufferable  vanity  and  folly,  fince  it  fliewed 
an  expectation  of  being  believed.  That, 
in  a  country  where  benevolence  and  juf- 
tice  reigned,  I  might,  indeed,  expe6t  fo 
much  of  the  fervice  of  mankind  as  tended 
to  that  mutual  defence  due  from  all  fel- 
low-creatures to  each  other  ;  but  as  here 
money  only  obtained  that  afTiftance  which 
humanity  mould  give,  I  had  little  title 
to  any,  nor  the  leaft  occafion  for  thofe 
venal  fervices  which  I  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  perform  for  myfelf.  If  reafon 
and  proper  indignation  could  not  con- 
quer my  affliction,  I  feared  it  was  be- 
yond the  power  of  any  thing  elfe  to  per- 
form it:  but  that  his  lordfliip's  offer 
Ail-prized  me  ;  he  leemed  to  have  forgot 
that  he  was  inviting  me  into  a  fituation 
whic'i  I  had  learned  from  him  was  fo 
tmulual  jn  England,  that  it  was  always 
thought  criminal.  He  replied,  that  he 
allowed  the  truth  of  what  I  alledged ; 
bait  he  would  remove  all  objections  from 
the  malicious  cenfures  of  mankind,  by 
keeping  every  circumftance  concerning 
me  fo  private,  and  ordering  his  own  vi- 
fits  fo  prudently,  that  no  one  mould  have 
room  to  fufpeft  that  I  was  not  wholly 
miftrefs  of  myfelf,  and  every  thing  be- 
longing to  me.  I  told  him,  that  hitherto 
I  had  been  only  unfortunate:  what  im- 
prudence I  had  been  guilty  of  muft  be 
laid  to  the  charge  of  unavoidable  igno- 
rance ;  but  if  I  was  to  accept  his  offer,  I 
ihould  efteem  myfelf  greatly  blameable. 
J  thought  it  was  wrong  to  a6l  contrary 
tothecuftomsof  the  people  among  whom 
we  live,  unlefs  in  contradiction  to  their 
vices.  Want  of  concealment  argued  a 
degree  of  guilt;  and,  whether  arifing 
from  vice,  or  only  folly,  it  was  our  duty 
to  avoid  it.  Nothing  more  was  required 
to  render  me  unhappy,  than  to  be  obliged 
to  make  a  fecret  of  my  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions. Befides,  I  made  no  doubt  but  the 
fufpicions  of  mankind  were  founded  on 
experience  and  probability,  which  was  a 
fufficient  reafon  to  induce  me  to  avoid 
giving  caufe  for  them.  That,  in  my 
opinion,  a  woman  who  did  one  impru- 
dent thing  premeditately,  gave  good 
grounds  to  fufpeft  her  of  more,  and  was 
guilty,  at  leaft,  of  being  the  caufe  of  all 
the  untruths  people  thought  and  faid 
about  her ;  which  was  a  greater  load  than 
I  chofe  to  have  on  my  conftienqe;  that 
I  was  determined  to  appear  guiltlefs,  as 
well  as  to  be  fo ;  and  therefore  wo, .Id 
continue  where  I  was,  or  change  only  to 


fome  place  of  my  own  providing.  He 
fpent  no  fm.iH  time  in  endeavouring  ta 
perfuade  me,  that  neceffary  concealments 
could  be  no  pain  to  any  one  blefled  with 
the  confciouiuefs  of  innocence.  But  I 
at  laft  convinced  him,  that  I  wc.uid  not 
confent  to  it.  It  was  with  difficulty  I 
prevailed  on  him  to  leave  me  to  my  own 
thoughts,  though  it  was  really  late  at 
night.  I  cannot  lay  they  were  to  his 
honour.  The  treachery  I  had  difco- 
vered  made  me 'now  as  fufpicious  as  be- 
fore I  was  the  contrary,  which  muft  na- 
turally tend  to  the  dii'advantage  of  Lord 
Larborough,  fince  nothing  could  give 
me  more  reafon  to  believe  he  harboured 
fome  bad  defign,  than  his  endeavours  to. 
draw  me  into  a  way  of  life  of  which  he  had 
told  me  the  impropriety,  when  it  ferved 
to  get  me  away  from  Lord  Dorchefter. 
Could  I  forbear  fufpefting  them  of  be- 
ing equally  culpable  ?  It  was  happy  for 
me  that  they  were  fo ;  for,  as  I  fear  hu- 
manity would  not  have  been  of  fo  much 
fervice  to  me  as  Lord  Larborough's  iea- 
loufy  and  defire  to  get  me  into  his  power, 
I  could  not  attribute  what  he  had  done 
to  any  other  caufe,  fince  he  could  wirti  to 
lead  me  into  part  of  the  evil  from  which 
he  had  ftrongly  repreiented  the  neceflity 
of  my  flying.  I  had  reafon,  however, 
to  thank  Heaven  thac  the  bad  intentions 
of  one  ill  pei'fon  thus  faved  me  from  the 
dangers  threatened  me  by  another,  equ  ally 
my  enemy  ;  and  could  not  hate  Lord 
Larborough  for  his  fentiments,  fince  they 
turned  fo  much  to  my  benefit.  But  I 
feared  I  might  find  him  ibme  obftruc- 
tion  to  my  departure;  and  without  that 
addition  I  had  too  many  impediments, 
and  no  one  to  aifift  me.  I  dared  not 
truft  any  body,  and  had  a  mind  too  ill  at 
eafe  to  take  any  meafures  for  myfelf.  I 
could  only  grieve  for  my  misfortunes, 
incapable  of  forming  a  rational  thought 
towards  redreffing  them .  How  often,  in 
my  willies  for  the  friendly  relief  of  Death, 
was  I  checked  by  the  remembrance  of 
my  kind  parent,  the  nurfe  and  inftruftor 
of  my  youth.!  But  for  the  confolation  I 
hoped  my  preience  would  afford  her,  the 
grave  would  have  been  my  fole  defire, 
for  that  alone  I  thought  could  bring  me 
eafe ;  but  I  preferred  the  fuffering  any 
evil  to  the  increale  of  the  pain  I  had  al- 
ready involuntarily  given  her ;  and  this 
confideration  controuled  my  ardent  willies 
for  it's  kind  hand. 

When  Lord  Larborough  found  neither 

perfuafion  nor  flattery  could  prevail  upon 
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ire  to  put  myfclf  into  his  power,  he  tried 
whether  fear  \vo»ild  not  be  more  his 
friend.  He  peftered  me  eveiy  day  with 
his  vifits,  and  invented  new  ftories  to 
alarm  me.  At  one  time  he  pretended 
Lord  Dorcheftei'  had  difcovered  where  I 
was ;  and  therefore  thought  his  fervice 
might  not  be  unacceptable  in  procur- 
ing me  fome  fafer  afylum.  But  I  told 
him,  t'.iat,  being  lefs  known  in  the  town 
than  his  lordihip,  I  could  more  fecurely 
perform  that  office  for  myfelf;  fully  de- 
termined to  conceal  my  new  habitation 
with  equal  care  from  both.  I  gave  or- 
ders to  the  people  of  the  hoi.fe  to  admit 
no  one  that  wanted  to  fee  me ;  and  tried 
every  means  to  prevail  on  Lord  Larbo- 
rough  to  leave  me,  that  I  might  feek 
another  lodging;  for  in  one  refpecl  he 
had  ftrceeded,  he  had  frighted  me  ex- 
tremely. But,  notwithstanding  my  moft 
prelTmg  entreaties,  and  a  good  deal  of 
incivility,  (for  my  patience  was  exhauft- 
ed)  yet  he  would  not  go  away  till  night ; 
and  then,  finding  no  enquiry  had  been 
made  after  me,  I  was  pretty  well  con- 
vinced the  whole  was  his  own  inven- 
tion. 

Another  day  he  informed  me  I  had 
got  into  a  houfe  of  ill  repute,  opening  to 
me  a  fcene  of  iniquity  as  appeared  to  me 
entirely  incredible ;  and  I  fi  ankly  told 
him  it  was  impcffi  ble  there  fhculd  be  fuch 
monllers  in  the  form  of  women  as  he  re- 
prdented :  but  I  was,  above  all,  fure  my 
landlady  was  net  of  that  kind,  the  houfe 
being  extremely  quiet,  (he  having  little 
company,  no  young  peribn  belonging  to 
her;  and  befides  depending  on  a  (hop  for 
her  uipport,  whi-.li  mnft  render  the  in- 
famous traffirk  he  mentioned  contrary  to 
her  intereft,  fince  it  would  put  a  (top  to 
h;r  lawful  and  hcneft  trade. 

I  grew  at  length  fo  difgufted  with  a 
man  who  .odd  endeavour  to  increnie  the 
agony  of  my  mind,  out  of  fuch  bafe  views 
as  thefe  various  falfhoods  more  and  more 
convinced  me  acluated  him,  that  Ico  Id 
fcarcely  endure  his  picfence.  While  I 
believed  he  ex^  ofed  Lord  Dorchefter's 
dclii'iis  out  of  real  humanity,  I  honoured 
him.  Virtue  is  a  man's  firft  friend  ;  and 
Jus  regard  for  it  is  never  put  to  a  feverer 
trial  than  when  it's  h.tereft  clafhes  with 
the  fchemes  of  thofc  whom  he  moft  loves ; 
and  therefore  he  who  gives  it  it's  true 
preference  is  greatly  to  be  applauded. 
But  Lord  Larborough's  motives  rmide 
his  behaviour  treacherous ;  and  the  dif- 
eovery  of  them  turned  all  the  gratitude 


I  had  at  firft  felt  towards  him  to  Provi- 
dence, who  had  a  better  right  to  it.  To 
that  was  I  indebted  for  my  fafety,  which 
was  fecured  by  meeting  with  two  men 
whofe  views  were  equally  bale,  and  both 
alike  fixed  on  me.  In  the  moments  of 
my  moft  exceflive  grief,  I  reflefted  on 
this  as  a  blefling,  and  all  my  foul  was 
filled  with  gratitude;  when,  cthe;wife, 
my  wretchedntfs  muVit  have  tempted  me 
to  an  impious  repining,  that  guiltlefs, 
and  contrary  to  any  voluntary  (reps  of 
my  own  taking,  I  mould,  by  various  de- 
grees, be  led  to  the  mifery  I  endured. 

I  hoped  that  delpair  might  at  hft  in- 
cline Lord  Larborough  to  afiift  me  in  any 
return  to  my  cottage;  but  I  had  vainly 
flattered  myfelf,  he  would  not  even  give 
me  any  advice  as  to  the  manner  I  fliould 
contrive  it;  and,  inilead  of  removing  the 
difficulties  that  lay  in  my  way,  took  a 
pleafure  in  ftarting  new  ones.  All  the 
benefit  I  reaped  from  a  behaviour  which 
he  called  ungrateful,  was  an  abatement 
in  the  frequency  of  his  viiits ;  and  that, 
I  confefs,  was  fome  reward. 


CHAP.     XVII. 

FOR  a  fortnight  after  lefcaped  from 
Lord  Dorchelter's,  I  had  lived  with- 
out feeing  any  one  except  Lord  Larbo- 
rough. But  the  people  where  I  lodged, 
having  as  much  pity  for  my  melancholy 
as  they  had  leifure  to  feel,  were  at  Inft  fo 
preffing  with  me  to  drink  tea  with  them, 
that  I  could  no  longer  refufe  it,  though 
I  was  not  very  fit  for  company. 

They  had  been  fo  obliging  as  to  order 
their  fervant  to  admit  nobody,  in  com- 
pliance with  my  def.re :  hut  before  we 
parted,  hy  miitake,  me  brought  in  a  vi» 
fitor,  who,  the  maid  knowing  their  re- 
gard to  him,  imagined  it  muft  be  agree- 
able. It  was  fo  indeed  to  me;  for  it 
proved  to  be  Mr.  South. 

His  behaviour,  when  I  was  Mrs.  Hcr- 
ner's  pi  ifoner,  had  created  in  me  fo  much 
efteem,  that  I  often  begged  my  lord  to 
give  him  the  firft  great  living  in  his  gift 
which  mould  prove  vacant ;  and  he  had 
promiil'd  me  he  would  do  it. 

As  defirous  as  I  had  been  of  remain-  . 
ing  concealed,  I  could  not  be  forry  to  fee 
Mr.  South.  He  feemed  ic:o;ccd  to  meet 
with  me  again,  and  afked  leave  to  wait 
on  me  the  next  morning  ;  vt-ry  much 
pu7.?led  by  the  way  I  appeared  in,  3s  it 
differed  greatly  from  the  rank  he  ima- 
gined 
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gifted  rne  of,  by  things  he  heard  after  my 
leaving  his  neighbourhood.  I  was  not 
without  my  reafons  for  being  glad  to 
have  fome  private  converfation  with  him. 
I  had  fufficient  proof  that  he  was  fit  to 
be  trailed ;  and  hoped,  with  his  affiftailce, 
to  get  form  from  London. 

He  had  not  been  long  with  me  before 
I  communicated  to  him  the  difficulties  of 
my  fituation;    and  told   him,  that  al- 
though I  had  once  rejected  his  friendly 
offers  of  contriving  my  efcape,  I  mould 
now  be  highly  indebted  to  him,  if  he 
would  order  my  journey  for  me,  in  the 
way  he  thought  molt  fafe  from  difco- 
very ;  that  I  hoped  Lord  Dorchefter  had 
taken  for  granted,  that  I  was  returned 
to  my  aunt  before  that  time,  and  there- 
fore would  have  no  fufpicions  of  finding 
me  on  the  road ;  but  that,  to  prevent  it 
more  certainly,  it  might  be  beft  to  go 
round  by  fome  country  that  did  not  lie 
dire£lly  in  the  way.     He  was  greatly 
affected  with  my  diftrefs,  and  tried  all  the 
power  of  perfuaiion  to  compofe  my  mind. 
He  offered  to  go  to  Lord  Dorchefter,  in 
order  to  learn  whether  the  certainty  of 
being  unable  to  fucceed  in  his  intentions 
might  not  make  him  glad  to  marry  me. 
But  this  I  abfolutely  refufed :  I  had  pride 
enough  to  think  one  with  his  principles 
did  not  deferve  me.    But  there  were  con- 
fiderations  of  ftill  more  weight.     The 
account  he  gave  of  his  averfion  to  mar- 
riage, and  the  impropriety  of  his  own 
temper  for  that  ftate,  gave  a  woman  rea- 
fon  to  fear  (he  might  not  be  happy  as  his 
wife.  I  had  already  undergone  the  worft 
part  of  the  pains  of  feparation ;  it  would 
have  been  very  fimple  to  fubje<5t  myfelf 
to  luifer  it  all  over  again,  when,  by  living 
longer  with  him,  my  affeftion  was  ftill 
encreafed  ;  for,  with  all  his  faults,  I  faw 
him  amiable  beyond  expreffion .   Befides, 
as  well  as  I  loved  him,  I  would  not  have 
turned  beggar,  no,  not  even  for  himfelf. 
What  happinefs  could  I  have  expected 
from  a  love  which  I  thought  his  actions 
proved  was  not  founded  on  efleem  ?  Mar- 
riage would  not  make  me  fee  it  in  a  dif- 
ferent light,  as  I  could  not  but  know  the 
defire  of  it  aroi'e  in  him  merely  from  un- 
governable pafiion,  not  principle;  and  I 
muft,  therefore,  always  fear  his  repent- 
ing it,  as  he  could  not  believe  me  more 
worthy  of  being  for  ever  united  to  him 
than  before  I  left  him. 

I  was  fo  pofitive  in  the  point,  that  Mr. 
South  did  not  at  all  inlift  on  the  execu- 
tion of  his  offer  j  Jsut,  on  the  contrary, 


commended  my  fpirit,  and  appeared  ex- 
tremely  plealed  with  it :  the  rerdbn  of 
which  I  did  not  find  out  till  the  next  day ; 
and  then  admired  the  generofity  ot  lus 
mind,  in  having  been  fo  ready  to  under- 
take an  office  wherein  he  certainly  could 
not  wifh  to  be  employed. 

In  the  iecond  vifit,  he  begged  I  would  . 
forgive  his  renewing  the  offer  I  had  oiue 
refilled  of  the  whole  fervice  of  his  "life 
and  fortune.     He  prefTed  it  in  the  gen- 
teeleft  and  tendereft  manner  imaginable. 
I  told  him  I  was  very  forry  he  had  ftill- 
a  wifh  depending  on  me  which  I  could 
not  grant ;  but  that  I  was  abfolute  in  my 
determination  to  return  to  my  aunt,  and 
on  no  account  could  think  of  marrying 
a  man  whom  I  did  not  love  better  than 
any  other  in  the  world.    He  replied,  that 
he  knew  his  misfortune  in  that  refpecl ; 
but  would  never  repine  at  it,  if  I  would 
but  grant  him  the  fecond  pla^e  in  my 
eiteem,  and  give  an  opportunity  to  his 
fincere  affection,  to  make  him,  in  time, 
happy  in  the  porTeffion  of  my  heart.    He 
added,  that  the  delicacy  which  made  me 
averfe  to  marriage  in  the  prefent  fituation 
of  my  mind,  was  a  iiifh  ient  affuiance 
that,,  if  I  was  married  to  him,  I  would 
join  my  endeavours  to  his  to  get  the  bet- 
ter of  a  love  which  my  principles  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  encourage:   he  would 
wait  thofe  happy  effects  with  patience, 
and  with  gratitude  acknowledge  the  pre- 
fent  blerfing   of  being  united   to  rna; 
which  he  mould  prefer  to  the  poffefTion 
of  the  whole  heart  of  any  other  woman. 
In  this  manner  did   he  importune  me 
long,  and  very  reluctantly  believed  that 
I  was  immoveable  on  this  fubject.     I 
grieved  to  afflict  him  :  but  what  could  I 
do  ?  I  could  not  marry  him  ;  it  was  bet- 
ter, therefore,   to  reprefs  his  ho^es  at 
once.    This  topick  made  him  fo  little  fit 
for  other  converfation,  that,  during  this 
vifit,  I  got  no  intelligence  with  regard  to 
my  leaving  London. 

The  next  day  he  feemed  eaficr  than 
when  he  left  me,  and  agreed  to  aflift  me 
as  expeditioufly  as  poffible.  We  deter- 
mined that  I  mould  take  a  coach  to  mv- 
fclf,  and  go  through  Northamptonshire 
into  Oxfordshire,  and  then  fb  ike  into  the 
weilern  road:  and  he  promiled  that  the 
day  following  he  would  feek  for  one. 
I  wifhed  him  lei's  flow  in  procuring  the 
means  of  my  departure  :  could  I  have 
tranfacted  it  myfelf,  I  mould  have  pro- 
ceeded with  more  hafte.  If  an  unhappy 
perfon  could^be  fo  inhuman  as  to  receive 
Q  comfort 
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ccmfoit  from  perceiving  others  were  fo 
as  well  as  herfelf,  1  might  have  found 
fome  confolation  the  next  morning  from 
a  fcene  to  which  I  was  witnei's.  I  hap- 
pened by  chance  to  he  in  a  little  room  be- 
longing to  the  people  of  the  houi'e,  that 
had  a  door  and  a  window  into  the  (hop. 
I  Jaw  a  very  pretty  lady  making  ibme 
purchafe  there,  when  at  once  I  heard  her 
it-ream;  and  a  gentleman,  whofe  face  I 
could  not  fee,  exprefs  great  fatisfaftion 
at  meeting  her.  Her  furprize  gave  him 
time  to  reproach  her  forhaving  fo  long 
avoided  him,  refilling  both  his  vifits  and 
his  letters,  denying  him  all  opportunity 
of  juftifying  himfelf  for  an  event  in  which 
fhe  mult  acknowledge  he  was  not  to 
blame.  She_ftruggled  to  get  from  him, 
and  begged  he  would  let  her  go ;  but  he 
held  her  hand  fo  faft,  that  fhe  was  obliged 
to  hear  him  proteft  t"be  molt  violent  paf- 
fion,  and  allure  her  that.he  had  taken  all 
proper  meafures  to  tiring  her  to  the  ap- 
pointed place,  but  had  been  ftrangely 
difanpointed  in  having  another  lady 
brought  inilead  of  her. 

Your  ladyfhip  may  imagine,  that  one 
whole  heart  like  mine  was  rilled  \vith 
love,  would  be  attentive  to  any  thing 
that  had  the  leaft  relation  to  it ;  but  I 
became  ftill  more  fo  on  what  the  gentle- 
man faid.  By  her  endeavoxirs  to  get 
from  him,  I  at  laft  law  his  face,  and  per- 
ceived it  was  the  perfoh  to  whom  I  had 
been  carried  in  my  way  to  London. 

The  lady  declared  fhe  would  raife  an 
outcry  if  he  did  not  go  farther  from  her, 
and  leave  her  at  liberty.  My  landlady 
then  fpoke  very  fternly,  and  defired  he 
would  not  trouble  any  one  in  her  fhop, 
but  let  the  lady  alone.  He  no  fooner 
let  go  her  hand,  than  me  ran  to  the  flreet- 
door,  but  was  Hopped  by  his  placing 
himlclf  between  her  and  it.  When  me 
found  an  attempt  to  get  from  him  that 
•way  was  vain,  fhe  turned  fhort,  and  fee- 
ing the  door  which  opened  into  the  room 
where  I  was,  fhe  fprung  with  fuch  force 
againfl  it,  that,  not  limning  very  well, 
(he  broke  it  open,  and  had  bolted  it  on 
the  infidc  before  her  lover  could  reach 
it. 

Seeing  me,  (he  begged  I  would  protect 
her,  and  keep  her  from  that  man.  I  car- 
ried her  up  ftairs  into  my  apaitment,  the 
ooo]-  of  which  I  fattened,  and  left  the 
•nnn  to  the  diipoliil  of  my  land- 
Iridi'.  The  poor  lady  was  no  fooner 
ealcd  of  part  of  her  fear,  than  fhe  fell 
iato  a  fit,  which  greatly  alarmed  mej 


but  I  durft  not  open  the  door  to  call  any 
one.  When  fhe  came  to  herfelf,  fhe 
burft  into  tears.  Her  cafe  in  fome  de- 
gree relembled  mine,  which  made  me  ac- 
company her  in  weeping. 

She  begged  me  again  not  to  let  the 
man  from  whom  fhe  had  fled  come  up 
ftairs.  I  told  her  I  had  once  ignorantly 
been  her  protector,  and  that  now  I  would 
be  fo  defignedly.  I  then  informed  her 
that  I  was  the  perfon  who  had  been  car- 
ried to  his  lordfhip's  houfe  when  he  ex- 
pefted  her,  anil  gave  her  an  account  of 
my  reception,  and  what  fucceeded  it. 

She  feemed  to  receive  fome  fatisfaclion 
from  finding  herfelf  with  one  who  knew 
fome  part  of  her  hiftory,  but  exprefl'ed 
her  aflonifhment  at  feeing  me  in  fuch  an 
habitation,  having,  as  fhe  faid,  under- 
flood  that  I  was  a  relation  of  Lord  Dor- 
chefter,  and,  from  the  diflurbance  he  had 
been  in,  fhe  could  fuppofe  no  other ;  and 
yet  the  place  in  which  I  now  lived  was 
not  at  all  proper  for  any  of  his  family. 

So  many  circumftances  in  what  either 
faid  touched  fome  tender  part  of  the 
other's  heart,  that  more  was  exprefled  by 
tears  than  by  words.  They  were  the 
only  anfwersl  made  toherexpreflionsof 
furprize,  till  I  found  fhe  mifconftrued 
them,  by  her  telling  me  that  fhe  feared 
Lord  Dorchefter  was  not  proof  againft 
pride  and  beauty,  which,  together,  made 
men  do  very  wrong  things.  She  had 
had  a  better  opinion  of  his  lordfhip;  his 
behaviour  to  her  delerved  eternal  grati- 
tude ;  but  fhe  was  afraid  I  had  not  an 
equal  obligation  to  him.  Sheaffuredme 
fhe  pitied  me  fmcerely;  for  that  my 
youth,  and  the  very  great  amiablenefs  of 
his  lordfhip,  were  ftrong  excufes,  if  I 
obferved  a  different  behaviour  for  the  fu- 
ture, offering  me  any  kind  of  affiltance 
in  her  power,  and  exhorting  me  to  a  re- 
gular life.  Thefe  fufpicions  railed  my 
indignation ;  I  could  not  forbear  an- 
fwering  with  great  warmth  that  her  opi- 
nion injured  me  greatly,  and  it  was  cruel, 
by  fuch  an  imputation,  to  add  to  the  af- 
fiiclion  I  was  under. 

She  begged  my  pardon  in  the  hand- 
fomeft  manner,  made  nil  kinds  of  f'ub- 
miffions,  and  excufed  herfelf  fo  well  on 
the  probability  of  the  thing,  that  I  for- 
gave her,  and  complied  with  herrequeft, 
in  relating  to  her,  in  as  few  words  as 
pomb'e,  the  occafion  of  the  difference  (he 
law  in  my  iir.'.ivioii.  She  fhewed  a  very 
real  companion  for  me,  and  ottered  to 
ie  home  with  her  to  her  aunt's, 
wheic 
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irhcre  they  would  carefully  conceal  me. 
But  I  entreated  her  not  even  to  mention 
me  to  that  relation,  as  it  muft  redound 
to  my  lord's  difhonour;  and  I  thought 
myfelf  fo  fafe  where  I  was,  that  it  would 
not  be  advileable  to  change  my  abode. 
Her  fear  left  her  lover  fhould  have  fet 
fpies  at  our  door,  made  her  glad  to  re- 
main the  whole  day  with  me ;  during 
whicli  I  learnt  that  her  father  had  faith- 
fully kept  the  agreement  made  with  him 
by  Lord  Dorchefter,  and  her  aunt  had 
behaved  very  kindly  to  her;  but  that 
fhe  had  been  obliged  to  make  herlelf  an 
abfolute  priibner  ever  fince  fhe  came  to 
town,  having  never  been  able  to  venture 
into  any  publick  place,  or  large  company, 
for  fear  of  meeting  that  vile  man  from 
whom  me  had  been  fo  fortunately  deli- 
vered. Not,  me  added,  that  flie  appre- 
hended any  other  harm  from  teeing  him 
in  puhlick,  but  the  keeping  alive  a  paf- 
fion  which  it  was  neceffary  to  her  peace  to 
extinguish.  She  owned  me  had  not  been 
able  to  do  it,  which  made  her  extremely 
unhappy,  and  had  occafioned  her  fuffer- 
ing  exceffively  during  that  interview  be- 
tween them'  to  which  I  had  been  a  wit- 
nefs. 

Her  lover  omitted  no  means  of  feeing 
or  writing  to  her,  after  he  folmd  where 
(he  was  gone.  He  attempted  to  vifit 
her  continually,  but  always  received  a 
denial  at  the  door  ;  he  contrived  a  thou- 
fand  ways  to  convey  letters  to  her;  he 
often  had  them  directed  by  other  people, 
in  hopes  that,  not  knowing  the  hand, 
me  would  open  them ;  but  being  con- 
,  ftantly  on  her  guard,  me  never  read  one, 
though,  for  any  thing  me  knew,  fame  of 
them  might  be  from  other  people ;  but 
the  only  means  fhe  had  of  certainly 
avoiding  to  receive  his  letters,  was  to  ac- 
cept none  but  luch  as  were  in  the  hands 
of  her  uf'.ial  correfpondents.  Her  care 
had  anfwered  fo  well,  that  Ihe  never  be- 
fore met  him. 

It  was  plain  from  his  difcoiirfe  that 
he  imagined  her  behaviour  proceeded 
from  reientment  at  not  having  been  car- 
•  ried  to  his  houfe.  I  found  fhe  i»as  as 
weak  as  myfelf;  fhe  was  ftill  very  much 
in  love  with  him,  and  appeared  extremely 
unhappy,  though  me  faid  me  was  grown 
eaher  before  this  unlucky  interview. 
She  told  me  her  intention  was  to  per- 
funle  htr  aunt  to  live  in  the  country; 
where  fhe  hoped,  by  abfence  and  reaf'on, 
to  cure  this  unfortunate  paflion.  For 
file  took  no  joy  in  fociety,  nor  did  it  af- 


ford the  leaft  relief  to  her  fpirits.  *  I 
once,'  added  me,  '  by  chance  met  his 
wife,  who  feemed  not  lefs  unhappy 
than  myfelf,  and  I  felt  almoft  equal 
pity  for  her.  Inftead  of  looking  on 
her  with  the  diflike  generally  borne  to 
a  rival,  I  conceived  a  kind  of  love  for 
her  as  a  fellow-fufferer;  and  could  not 
forgive  myfelf  for  having,  perhaps, 
been  a  means  of  creating  part  of  the 
uneafmefs  which  appeared  in  her  coun- 
tenance, though  I  had  innocently  of- 
fended her,  her  lord  being  the  cruel  in  - 
jurer  of  both.' 

By  enquiring  into  his  character,  fhe 
learnt  that  his  lady  was  a  woman  of  very 
great  fortune,  whom  he  married  in  little 
more  than  a  year  before  he  came  into  her 
father's  neighbourhood,  having  gained 
her  affections  by  a  very  afliduous  court- 
mip,  to  .which  her  riches  alone  had 
tempted  him. 

The  iimilitude  between  this  young  la- 
dy's fate  and  mine,  difpofed  us  well  to- 
wards each  other,  and,  before  we  parted, 
we  Ihould  have  been  glad  to  have  agreed 
on  a  means  of  meeting  again ;  but  I 
dared  not  venture  to  he-rend  of  the  town, 
nor  could  me  come  where  I  was,  with- 
out danger  of  meeting  the  man  fhe  wilfoed 
to  avoid,  as  he  might  probably  hope 
that  a  love  fo  tender  as  he  knew  her's 
once  was,  would,  when  her  fir  ft  an<jc-r 
was  abated,  relent  on  what  he  had  laid, 
and  that  fhe  would  come  again  where 
fhe  might  hope  another  time  to  fee  him, 
Thefe  confiderations  obliged  us  to  take 
a  final  leave  ;  only  fhe  infifted  on  my  in- 
forming her  by  a  line  when  I  mould 
be  got  lately  out  of  town,  which  <he 
advifed  me  to  attempt  cautioufly,  but 
refolutely,  though  me  owned  me  was 
forry  Lord  Dorchefter  mould  have  any 
caufe  to  grieve ;  for  notwithstanding  hi* 
having  acted  an  unworthy  part,  yet  her 
gratitude  for  the  great  benefit  he  had  con- 
ferred on  hir,  made  her  vvifh  him  not  to 
fuffer  by  it ;  sdding,  that  I  muft  allow 
this  was  due  to  one  who  had  preferved 
her  frcm  being  the  unhapieft  wretch  on 
earth ;  but  yet  fhe  mould  be  very  ferry 
that  he  fhonld  commit  a  wrong  action, 
who  h-.d  defervcd  fo  much  honour  from 
having  prevented  another  from  doing 
one.  We  exchanged  mutual  good 
wifhes,  and  parted. 

How  much  are  the  orders  of  Provi- 
dence perverted !     Our  affections  feenied 
given  as  the  fources  of  happinefs;  but, 
by  the  bad  qualities  of  mankind,  are  fre- 
quently 
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quently  made  the  great  fprings  of  our 
mifery.  While  they  correfpond  with 
virtue,  they  alonu  give  us  a  notion  of 
true  blifs;  but  when  once  they  are  con- 
nected with  various  kinds  of  vice,  how 
wretched  do  they  make  both  the  vicious 
peribn  and  thofe  who  are  the  objects  of 
their  ill-founded  affections ! 


CHAP.     XVIII. 

THE  next  morning,  when  Mr.  South 
went  to  hire  an  equipage  for  me, 
as  he  had  promifed,  he  perceived  a  man 
fauntering  in  the  inn-yard,  who  obferv- 
ed  him  while  he  was  making  the  bar- 
gain, and  followed  him  at  a  diftance  at 
his  return.  Mr.  South,  fearing  it  might 
be  fome  fpy  of  Lord  Dorchefter's,  went 
home,  inltead  of  coming  to  me.  He 
learnt  of  the  people  of  the  houfe  where 
he  lodged,  that,  after  he  was  gone  in,  the 
man  enquired  his  name,  and  fome  other 
particulars.  He  was  ib  cautious  left  the 
place  of  my  abode  mould  be  difcovered 
through  his  means,  that  he  would  notftir 
out  of  his  lodgings  till  the  following 
day;  but  he  had  not  been  long  with  me, 
before  the  i'ame  perfon  came  after  him, 
having  been  directed  from  his  houfe  with 
a  meflage  from  Lord  Dorchefter,  de- 
firing  to  fpeak  with  him  then,  if  he  was 
at  leii'ure.'  This  furpiized  us,  as  they 
had  not  the  leaft  acquaintance ;  and  made 
•us  fufpect  that, upon  laying  circumftances 
together,  his  lordfhip  thought  Mr.  South 
might  be  able  to  give  him  fome  informa- 
tion about  me. 

I  was  defirous  of  moving  my  habita- 
tion directly,  that  he  might  be  able  to  fay 
with  truth  he  knew  not  where  I  was :  but 
he  differed  from  me  in  this ;  he  faid  that 
Lord  Dorchefter  had  no  power  over  me, 
nor  could  a  man  of  honour  attempt  to 
uie  force  to  prevent  my  purfuing  my  in- 
tended journey;  that  he  would  take  care 
I  mould  have  the  liberty  of  a  free-born 
woman,  and  not  be  detained  by  any  one. 
If  his  lordmip  kept  fo  ftrict  a  watch,  I 
fliould  fcarcely  b'e  able  to  get  off  undif- 
covered,  and  therefore  it  was  better  to  do 
it  openly  and  boldly ;  offering  to  fee  me 
fafe  to  the  end  of  my  journey.  As  his 
profeffion  obliged  him  to  fome  depend- 
ence on  the  favour  of  thofe  who  could 
aflifl  in  his  preferment;  and  as  I  hoped 
Lord  Dorchefter  would  perform  thepro- 
raife  he  had  given  me,  I  reje&cd  this 


propofal,  very  unwilling  to  do  him  an 
injury  in  return  for  the  obligations  he 
had  conferred  on  me,  by  thus  neglect- 
ing his  own  intereft  for  my  good.  He 
replied,  that  he  could  never  receive  fo 
much  true  fatisfact^on  from  any  thing  a* 
from  doing  me  fervice;  that  he  fhould 
have  only  this  one  opportunity  of  enjoy- 
ing fo  great  a  gratification,  which,  if  I 
could  not  be  prevailed  with  to  make  him 
happy,  would  be  always  reflected  on  by 
him  as  the  darling  moment  of  his  life  } 
and  that  it  would  be  the  higheft  cruelty 
to  refule  the  acceptance  of  his  beft  fer- 
vices,  the  recollection  of  which  would 
fweeten  all  his  future  cares  or  pains ; 
and,  as  I  could  give  but  a  very  imperfect 
account  of  the  place  from  which  I  had 
been  taken,  he  could  not  venture  me 
with  any  other  guide  than  himfelf.  He 
left  me  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer. 

His  refolution  diftrefled  me;  I  could 
not  bear  to  be  detrimental  to  his  inte- 
refts,  though  I  was  convinced  that  with 
truth  he  livid  they  weighed  lefs  with  him 
than  the  pleafure  of  doing  one  friendly 
action:  but  fuch  generofity  mould  meet 
with  an  equal  return ;  neverthelefs,  I 
would  not  in  this  have  given  way  to  him 
could  I  have  avoided  it,  but  his  abfence 
robbed  me  of  the  power  of  refilling  his 
kind  intention ;  and,  indeed,  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  out  the  place  to  which  I 
was  to  be  carried,  from  the  very  imper- 
fect hints  I  could  give,  was  fo  great, 
that  there  was  fome  danger  that  none 
but  fo  very  ailiduous  a  friend  would  have 
taken  the  pains  to  have  fought  it  out, 
which  he  intended  to  have  done  while  I 
remained  on  the  borders  of  Wales,  till 
he  could  direct  the  vehicle  in  the  right 
courfe.  I  was  impatient  to  know  the 
occafion  of  Lord  Dorchefter's  fending 
for  him,  and  yet  it  mould  have  feemed 
of  little  importance  to  me.  My  depar- 
ture was  determined.  If  he  would  have 
fixed  me  out  of  his  power,  and  complied 
with  my  terms,  which  the  cenforiouihefs 
of  this  country,  founded  on  the  diffolute 
manners  of  the  pc-ople,  would  have  re- 
quircdto  make  me  acknowledged  as  in  - 
nocent  as  I  was,!  would  not  have  ftaid.  I 
could  not  accept  an  obligation  which  I 
never  would  return.  The  cuftoms  of 
mankind,  and  the  different  opinion  I  had 
of  my  lord  to  what  I  formerly  enter- 
tained, rendered  it  impoffible  for  me  to 
live  with  the  fame  frequent  intercourfe, 
and  perfect  confidence,  which  till  then 
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been  the  foxirce  of  all  my  joys. 
Without  that,  what  charms  could  any 
place  have  for  me  ?  The  more  I  reflect  - 
1,  the  ftronger  was  mv  resolution  to  fly 
:  as  I  would  the  petlilence,  leit  the  .con- 
mould  rca:h  me,  and  I  be  infe&ed 
ith  their  immorality. 
While  I  was  in  the  midft  of  thefe  re- 
eftions,  I  heard  fome  one  coming  up 
airs  to  my  room.  Full  of  expectation 
"  Mr.  South,  I  ran  to  the  door  to  meet 
im;  but  how  great  was  my  furprize  at 
eing,  inftead  of  him,  Lord  Dorchefter! 
cried  out,  and  funk  into  a  chair,  my 
rength  failing  me.  He  was'  in  too 
eat  a  rapture  to  think  of  the  effect  his 
fudden  appearance  had  on  me.  How 
far  above  defcnption  were  his  transports 
on  feeing  me  again !  He  embraced  me 
with  an  eageruefs  which,  however  inno- 
cent I  once  thought  it,  his  own  words 
had  inftructed  me  too  well  to  fuffer ;  and- 
the  defire  of  repelling  the  familiarity,  I 
believe,  recovered  me  iboner  than  I 
fhould  otherwife  had  been.  All  he  laid 
were  incoherent,  pafllonate  expreflions  of 
his  joy.  My  fenf  ations  were  more  filent; 
I  was  as  unable  to  fpeak  as  he  was  to 
preferve  any  regularity  in  what  he  faid. 
Love,  reientment,  grief,  and  fear,  di- 
vided my  heart ;  each  alike  ftrove  for  ut- 
terance, and  therefore  rendered  me 
dumb,  till  he  cried — '  Speak  to  me,  my 
'  charmer !  my  angel,  fpeak !  No  words 
'  can  be  fo  cruel  as  this  filence.  Your 

*  voice  muft  delight,  whatever  fubjecl 

*  you  chufe :  but  let  it  not  be  a  harlh  one; 
'  pity  and  forgive  a  man  whofe  whole 
'  blifs  is  centered  in  you.  Will  you,  can 
.*  you,  pardon  me?' 

'  Can  my  forgivenefs  be  of  any  worth,' 
I  replied,  '  to  one  who  could  long  har- 
'  bour  a  wifh  to  make  me  fo  criminal, 
'  that  I  could  not  have  pardoned  myfelf  ? 
'  If  it  was  of  value,  why  would  you  de- 

*  fire  to  rob  me  of  it,  to  whom  it  muft 
'  be  of  moft  confequence  ?' 

'  Upbraid  me  not,'  anfwered  he, '  with 

*  errors  that  make  me  wretched.    If  yon 
'  knew  how  much  I  deferve  your  pity, 

*  forgivenefs  muft  fucceed  your  com- 

*  paffion.     All  my  life  muft  be  devoted 

*  to  extenuate  my  offence.    Actions  pro- 

*  ceedirtg  from  the  trueft,  the  pureft  love, 
'  mail  plead  the  excufe  of  my  injurious 
'  defigns;  believe  my  word,  I  have  never 

*  broken  it :   I  will  not  rife  from  your 
'  feet,  till  you  aflure  me  of  your  pardon.' 
•—• '  Rife  then,  now,  my  lord,'   faid  I. 

*  Anger  maintains  much  fliorter  poffef- 


fion  of  my  mind  than  grief:  I  can  fuf- 
fer, but  not  relent.  From  my  heart 
I  forgive  all  the  mifery  you  have  in- 
flicted, and  the  greater  ftill  which  you 
intended  me.  I  forgive  you  your  con- 
ftant  endeavours  to  create  a  love  in  me 
which  could  only  ter.d  to  my  un- 
happinefs.  I  will  not  exclude  even  this 
laft  pain,  this  interview,  which  tears 
my  heait:  it  is  your  inflicting,  and 
therefore  I  will  receive  it  with  patience ; 
but  I  had  hoped  to  be  lettled  in  peace, 
without  undergoing  any  new  conflicts. 
I  would  not  have  troubled  you  in  the 
fearch  of  tranquillity  ;  a  blcfling  hard 
to  find,  for  a  heart  lo  fond,  io  tender 
as  mine;  one  that  is  by  you  taught  all 
the  anguifh  that  the  higheft  degree  of 
fenfibility  can  give.  It  was  before  I 
knew  you  in  the  entire  pcfliflion  of  reft 
and  peace,  had  nowifh  ungratifiedj  no 
fear,  no  jarring  paflions  to  torment  it. 
This  dreadful  cliange,  I  pardon  youj 
and  while  I  am  feeking  in  my  folitude 
for  my  former  eafe,  I  will  pray  for 
your  felicity;  and  tears  fhall  wa(h  away 
all  reientment.  I  mi^ht  be^happyif 
they  could  drown  remembrance  too  1* 
Tears  eafed  the  rack  I  was  upon,  and 
gave  my  lord  time  to  defire  me,  not  to 
talk  of  returning  to  my  cottage ;  for  it 
was  uniting  death  with  the  healing  found 
of  pardon.  '  If  you  love  me,'  continued 
he,  '  can  you  wiih  for  fuch  a  feparation? 
You  have  now  no  reafon  to  fly  me:  I 
have  no  concealed  defigii.  I  was,  in- 
deed, greatly  prejudiced  againft  mar- 
riage; but  you  have  removed  it  all.  I 
now  look  on  it  as  a  ftate  of  blifs,  if  you 
are  my  companion  in  it,  and  pray  for 
it  more  devoutly  than  ever  martyr  did 
for  Heaven.  Indeed,  I  have  had  my 
martyrdom  :  no  tyrant  could  inflict  a 
torment  beyond  what  your  abfence  has 
made  me  fuffer.  What  bitter  accufa- 
tions  have  I  not  made  againft  myfelf, 
for  permitting  prejudice  to  get  the  bet- 
ter of  the  trueft  love  that  ever  poflefled 
the  heart  of  man.  If  you  are  only  in- 
different, mere  pity  will  move  you  to 
comply.  If  you  do  not  hate  me,  you 
will  confent  to  become  my  dear,  my 
wedded  wife,  direftly;  you  will  relieve 
my  mind  from  it's  prefent  fufferings ; 
and  put  it  in  my  power  to  make  what 
recompence  I  can  for  the  trouble  I  have 
caufed  you.' 

'  That  I  love  you,'  I  replied,  '  I  am 
much  too  well  convinced  by  painful 
experience ;  but  you  have  fo  forfeited 
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my  efleem,  that  I  cannot  comply  with 
your  propofal.     I  could  not  he  happy 
if  I  was  married  to  you ;  confequentiy 
mould  not  make  you  fo.    Your  paffion 
for  me  is  the  fame  it  was :  all  the  dif- 
ference is  in  the  companions  of  it. 
While  accompanied  by  hope,  you  know 
how  little  I  was  obliged  to  you  for  it; 
now  defpair  has  taken  it's  plat'e,  it  has 
blinded  you ;  and  I  will  believe  you 
think  your  affection  all  you  fay  it  is  : 
but  was   your  defpair  to  ceafe,  you 
would  find  your  miftake  too  late,  after 
we  were  both  made  facrifices  to  the  de- 
ception. I  have  loft  all  my  confidence  in 
yoM, and  deteft  thereft  of  your  nation.  I 
will  go  where  I  mall  be  fecltided  from 
mankind,  where  virtue  makes  every 
action  open  and  intelligible:   there  I 
am  capable  of  living  happily,  without 
learning  the  arts  that  here  hide  every 
real  thought.   If  this  refolution  is  pain- 
ful to  yov,  make  it  likewife  beneficial: 
trurhne,  fo  corrupt  a  people  cannot  be 
taught  virtue  but  by  fuffering.     Af- 
fliction will  purify  a  heart  perverted  by 
education  and  cuftom ;  it  takes  off,  the 
vamifh  from  rlaring  vices,  and  fhews 
them  in  their  own  dark  colours.     If 
you  really  fuffer,  confider  to  what  it  is 
owing;  learn  to  hate  vice,   which  as 
certainly  carries  it's  punifhment;  as  vir- 
tue does  it's  reward  along  with  it.   But 
why  mould  I  think  you  can  fuffer  long 
enough  to  do  any  good  ?    Your  heart 
is  not  made  like  mine  ;  therefore  I  can- 
not Judge  of  it.' — '  Can  you,'  cried  my  . 
ord, '  kindly  fhed  thefe  te^i  «  t»>  part  with 
me,  and  yet  accompany  them  with  fo 
cruel  a  declaration  of  your  intention  ?' 
He  emitted  nothing  that  he  thought  could 
prevail  with  me;  and  fo  far  did  he  fuc- 
ceed.  that,  had  I  known  how  much  I 
/hould  have  been  affected,  I  would  not 
have  (raid  to  hear  him;  for  I  coi.ld  not 
have  believed  my  reafon  ftrong  enough  to 
refift  my  own  agitation  of  mind,  and  the 
diffraction  he  appeared  in.     He  faw  my 
diftrefs  ;   but,  receiving  hope   from    it, 
cruelly  continued  his  perfuafions.  I  would 
have  left  him,  but  he  held  me  faft,  pro- 
tefting  he  would  never  let  me  go  till  I 
promifed  to  be  his  wife.     He  offered  me 
the  difpofal  of  half  his  fortune,  to  make 
me  lefs  dependent;  but,  when  our  eafe 
of  heart  depends  fo  entirely  on  another's 
love,  what  freedom  can  money  give  us? 

I  know  not  whether  I  could  for  ever 
have  refufed  to  comply;  but,  happily  for 
me,  his  reafon  failed  him  before  he  had 


fufficiently  conquered  mine  to  get'mjr 
confent:  his  fpirits  were  fo  opprdfcd,  he 
became  quite  fpeechlefs,  and  almoit  lenie- 
lefs.  I  was  half  diffracted ;  but,  as  Ibon 
as  he  began  to  come  out  of  this  fit,  to 
avoid  prolonging  a  fcene  fo  difficult  for 
me  to  fupport,  I  left  the  room,  though 
not  without  taking  a  kinder  farewelthan 
feemed  confiftent  with  a  ddire  never  to  fee 
him  again,  which  I  begged,  while  with 
tears  I  kirTed  his  hand.  He  had  only 
power  to  look  up  at  me  with  dying  eyes, 
fwimming  in  tears.  Thus  I  kit  him  : 
but,  how  hard  it  was  to  do  fo,  none  can 
know,  but  thofe  who  have  loved  as  well, 
and  gone"  through  as  fevere  a  trial. 

•I  /hut  myftlf  into  another  room,  there 
to  give  way  to  the  diffraction  of  my  mind, 
which  was  fo  exceffive,  that,  when  Mr. 
South  came,  I  was  not  capable  of  attend- 
ing or  {peaking  to  him.  He  was  greatly 
touched,  and  endeavoured  to  foothc  and 
compofe  me;  but,  finding  it  impoflible, 
he  went  away,  unable  to  fupport  the  fight' 
of  me  in  that  diftrcfs.  The  next  time 
Mr.  South  came,  he  found  me  more  ca- 
pable of  hearing  what  had  palled  after 
Lord  D^rcheucr  fent  for  him. 

He  told  me  that  my  lord  was  waiting 
for  him:  and,  as  foon  as  the  fervant  in- 
troduced him,  aficed,  with  the  utmoil  im- 
patience, if  he  could  impart  any  news  of 
Mifs  Lenox.  Mr.  South  exprefied  fome 
frrpme  at  his  lordfhip's  applying  to  him, 
who  alledged  for  the  reafon  of  it,  the 
knowledge  of  the  regard  he  had  for  me, 
and  the  reafon  I  had  to  place  a  confidence 
in  him,  which  made  him  appear  the  pro- 
pereft  perfon  to  whom  I  could  have  re- 
courfe  in  a  fituation  where,  without  the 
affiftance  of  one  more  accuftcmeu  to  the 
world,  it  muft  be  very  difficult  to  conduct 
myfelf.  1 'kit  this  probability  was  turned 
into  alir::;;  a  certainty,  by  the  account  of 
one  of  the  people  whom  he  had  in  pay  at 
every  place  in  town  where  equipages  were 
to  be  hired,  to  prevent  my  getting  away 
from  it  without  his  knowledge.  This 
man  told  him,  he  had  fccn  a  clergyman 
hire  a  c?*Jriot,  which  he  had  looked  at, 
and  feemed  to  prefer  to  the  reft,  for  hav- 
ing canvaffes  to  let  down  before  th« 
glaffts:  at  leafr,  he  could  guefs  no  other 
reafon  for  the  preference  he  gave  it,  as  it 
was  rnlher  the  worft  vehicle  there:  that 
upon  this,  his  fpy  followed  him  to  his 
lodgings,  and  learnt  his  name.  My  lord 
then,  in  the  moft  affecting  terms,  con- 
jured Mr.  South  to  tell  him  where  I  was. 

He  anfwercd,  that  he  did  not  know, 
though 
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ough  he  was  obliged  to  Chance  fur 

nding  me  out;  but  he  muft  beg  to  be 

scuied  giving  an  information  that  might 

lake  a  refolution  more  difficult  to  exe- 
cute, which  was  already  almoft  too  hard 
for  a  woman  who,  except  virtue,  loved 
not'i ing  fo  well  as  his  lordfhip. 

My  lord  laid,  he  hoped  they  were  not 
inconliitent:  he  would  not  have  afked 
him  tor  any  information  of  which  he  de- 
ligned  to  make  a  bad  ufe.  He  had  no 
other  \vifh  but  to  marry  me,  and  wanted 
to  ice  me  to  obtain  myconfent,  together 
with  my  forgivenefs  for  what  was  palt  j 
and  hoped  it  might  be  gained,  as  he  had 
only  mentally  offended,  and  would  de- 
vote his  life  to  make  me  reparation.  He 
added,  that  he  could  not  live  without  me, 
and  mould  gratefully  receive  me  on  my 
own  terms,  if  I  pleaied,  that  very  day;  for 
no  time  was  early  enough  for  his  impa- 
tience. 

Mr.  South  offered  to  come  and  tell 
me  his  prefent  fentimehts ;  but  my  lord 
begged  he  might  not  defer  leeing  me;  and 
prevailed  on  nim  to  direcl  him  where  to 
find  me. 

After  Lord  Doi  chefter  left  me,  he  fent 
again  for  Mr.  South,  who  found  him  in 
a  way,  that  the  defcription  alone  moved 
my  heart  too  much  at.  He  begged  Mr. 
South's  afliftance  in  his  endeavours  to 
prevail  .on  me  to  defiit  from  my  purpole 
of  never  feeing  him  again. 

Mr.  South  promiled  he  would  give  it 
him;  but  added,  that  if  my  love  for  his 
Jordfhip  could  not  prevail,  he  feared  all 
other  advocates  would  prove  very  weak  : 
that,  if  I  was  able  to  perlift  in  my  refolu- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  diftrefs  I  law 
him  in,  in  the  interview  which  he  ima- 
gined would  have  ended  in  our  union,  he 
did  not  flatter  himfelf  he  could  make  me 
change  it.  , 

I  told  himhehad  undertaken  an  unfuc- 
cefsfnl  caule;  that  his  expectations  of  the 
little  he  fhould  be  able  to  eifecl  were  fo 
well  founded,  I  need  give  no  other  reafons 
to  perfuade  him  to  deiift  from  a  perfecu- 
tion  with  which,  however  ohftinately  I  had 
determined  not  to  comply,  yet  to  refill 
was  very  painful  to  me. 

That  I  might  be  removed  from  thefe 
obftruiSVions  to  my  intended  departure, 
which  I  feared  would  grow  too  ftrong  for 
my  refolution,  I  defired  Mr.  South  would 
procure  me  an  equipage  for  the  next  day, 
without  imparting  to  my  lord  theludden- 
nefs  of  my  determination.  He  promifed 
to  fulfil  my  requeft.  I  wifhed  myielf  in 
Come  place  where  my  lord  could  not  find 


me;  for  I  feared  I  fhould  not  be  proof 
againft  another  interview,  though  1  w~s 
fortified  by  the  full  belief,  that  I  could 
not  be  happy  with  one  fo  defective  in  his 
principles,  on  the  goodnefs  of  which  mi  it 
depend  the  felicity  of  all  thofe  I'mall  fo- 
cieties,  as  efteem  is  a  neceiTary  foundation, 
for  a  lafting  love.  I  could  not  believe 
this  change  in  him  arofe  from  an  amend- 
ment ot  heart,  but  from  dcipair  of  lur- 
cefs  in  his  former  fchemcs  ;  and  was 
convinced  it  would  therefore  be  madnels 
to  unite  myielf  for  life  with  one  who  had 
no  better  motive;  for  no  fullering  can  be 
equal  to  that  of  being  married  to  a  man 
of  whom  one  has  a  bad  opinion. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  South  had  reported  his 
fmall  fuccefs,  Lady  Paleftine  was  lent  by 
my  lord,  to  try  whether  me  could  prevail. 
Your  laclymip  may  imagine  I  c'.id  not 
give  her  a  very  cordial  reception.  She  took 
no  notice  of  it,  but  addreffed  me  with 
fondnefs,  and  began  to  contbat  my  inten- 
tion, by  letting  before  me  all  the  happi- 
nels  that  attended  my  confent  to  many 
my  lord.  Inliead  of  endeavouring  to 
excufe  his  faults,  Ihe  only  fuid  (lightly) 
that  no  other  man  would  have  prelei  ved 
fo  hlamelefs  a  behaviour,  and  proceeded 
to  fhew  an  union  with  him  in  the  moft 
pleafing  light.  Her  aim  was  to  bring  my 
affections  to  her  fide  of  the  argument. 

I  did  not  let  her  go  on  long,  but  told 
her,  it  well  became  one  who  could  con- 
defcend  to  connive  at,  and  alfift  liich 
villainous  deligns  as  had  been  harboured 
againft  me,  to  endeavour  to  prevail  by 
the  force  of  paffion,  againft  the  reafoii 
which  ought  to  fubdue  it;  but. that  I 
was  not  to  be  moved  by  arguments  fo 
wrongly  applied,  and  uttered  by  one  from 
whom  ever)'  fixing  muft  appear  in  a  fu- 
fpicious  light,  and  who  would  dilgrace 
even  the  caufe  of  virtue  by  defending  it. 
Without  laying  much  more,  I  affronted 
her,  and  freed  myfelf  from  her  importu- 
nities. 

Lord  Dorchefter  came  foon  afer;  but 
I  heard  a  coach  ftop,  and  fearing  it  was 
him,  hid  myfelf  fo  well,  that  though  the 
houfe  was  diligently  fenrched,  they  •.  ould 
not  find  me.  After  that  he  fent  me  a 
letter;  but  I  did  not  chufe  to  give  him 
more  arms  againft  myfelf;  fo  fent  it 
back,  with  a  defire  he  would  leave  me  ia 
peace. 

Before  I  had  time  to  compofe  my  fpi- 
rits,  Mifs  Baden  was  brought  up  flairs. 
I  was  greatly  furprized  to  fee  her ;  bii^ 
my  heart  was  fo  great  a  itranger  to  plea- 
CUJT,  that  I  could  not  find  words  to  ex  - 
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picfs  what  I  felt  in  her  vint,  fo  foon  as 
(he  did  the  occafion  of  it.    '  I  am  come,' 
faid  file,  '  to  plead  a  cauf'e,  in  which  I 
find  fo  many  others  have  been  unfuc- 
ceisful,  that,  although  to  be  employed 
might  raife  my  vanity,  it  ought  to  create 
fears  in  me,  that  all  my  endeavours 
will  prove  truitlefs.     My  icgard  tor 
yen,  the  plealure  I  have  always  ima- 
gined I  mult  find  irt  your  friendlhip, 
and  pity  for  one  whole  diftrels  would 
move  a  harder  heart  than  mine,  makes 
me  wifh  for  eloquence  enough  to  pro- 
vail  in  my  i'uit.'    She  proceeded  to  tell 
me,  that  (he  had  had  a  viiit  frcm  Loi  d  Dor- 
chelter.  As  loon  as  he  came  in,  he  told  her, 
that  though  he  had  never  before  had  the 
honour  of  waiting  on  her,  yet  he  truiled  in 
her  good  nature  for  his  pardon,  when  (he 
knew  that  he  had  placed  all  hopes  of  the 
happineis  of  his  life  in  her. 

He  related  to  her  every  thing  that  had 
pafltd  between  him  and  me,  from  the  time 
of  hif  firft  ieeing  me,  till  his  laft  trial  by 
Lady  Paleftine,  of  prevailing  on  me  to 
lay  afide  my  intention  of  returning  to  my 
aunt.  He  added,  that  he  knew  I  had  a 
good  opinion  of  her;  and  he  had  never 
feen  fo  itrong  an  inclination  in  me  to  any 
other  perfon  ;  he  therefore  hoped  (he 
might  be  more  fuccefsful,  if  (lie  would 
kindly  undertake  his  caufe. 

I  told  her  it  was  a  bad  one,  and  I  won- 
dered (he  would  engage  in  it.  She  re- 
plied, that  I  ought  not  to  expecl  conl'um- 
mate  virtue  among  a  degenerate  people; 
that  it  was  fcarcely  pofiible  to  find  a  man 
who  had  any  fcruples  in  regard  to  his  be- 
haviour to  women.  She  gave  me  a  thou- 
fand  inftances  wherein  the  men  of  the 
beft  characters  had  failed ;  telling  me, 
they  eftcemed  matrimony  as  fo  entirely  a 
political  inflitution,  that  though  each 
might  approve  of  it  in  fociety,  many  did 
not  like  it  for  themfelves :  that  they  look- 
ed on  the  life  of  a  woman  who  lived  with 
them  without  being  married",  as  generally 
molt  happy;  that  my  lord,  in  the  care  he 
had  taken  of  my  reputation,  had  (hewn 
a  delicacy  and  an  atfeclion  for  me,  of 
which  few  men  were  capable ;  that,  in 
•very  other  virtue,  he  was  as  nearly  per- 
fect as  a  human  creature  could  be.  She 
.told  me  how  much  I  ought  to  allow  for 
the  force  of  cuftom  and  education:  thefe 
had  both  tended  to  make  him  look  on 
.chattily  as  a  very  (mall  virtue;  for  that 
it  wa»  even  made  the  iiibicft  of  ridicule 
ift  (uch  men  as  were  porTefled  of  it. 


In  (hort,  me  faid  fo  much  in  his  excufe, 
that  ahhough  I  could  not  allow  that 
c..itom  (hould  fo  far  overcome  truth,  I 
found  (bme  fatisiacikm  in  finding  him 
lefs  criminal,  but  ttiii  law  him  too  much 
fo,  not  to  reiht  all  her  importunities;  and 
(he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  my  oblti- 
nacy. 

I  (hould  be  deficient  in  fincerity,  were 
I  not  to  confels  that  Mils  Baden's  per- 
f>  alions  a  little  ftaggered  my  relclution. 
I  Ibmetimes  was  inclined  to  doubt  whe- 
ther Lend  Dorchefter  could  be  fo  much 
to  blame,  fince  (he  undertook  to  ex.  uls 
him;  and  whether  I  might  not  be  allowed 
to  forgive  one  I  loved  Ib  tenderly;  lince 
a  wcman  who  had  no  luch  motive  could 
fj  ealily  acquit  him.  But  I  foon  became 
ftnlible  this  was  the  di6tate  of  my  paflion . 
Br.d  examples,  and  pernicious  habits,  had 
in  a  great  degree  perverted  Mils  Baden; 
the  frequency  of  vice  had  deadened  her 
ienfeof  it.  Butlhadno  fuchexcufe:  cuf- 
tom had  not  confounded  my  ideas  of  right 
and  wrong;  and  therefore,  to  have  united 
myfelf  with  a  peifon  whom  I  knewguilty 
of  vice,  was,  in  a  degree,  to  become 
vicious;  and  I  could  not  have  a  ftronger 
reafon  to  avoid  it  than  Mifs  Baden  her- 
lelf  furnilhed  me  with;  for  fince  a  woman 
of  virtue  could,  by  example,  have  her 
principles  fo  much  perverted,  the  danger  I 
fhould  run  by  marrying  Lord  Dorchefter 
was  obvious;  and.,  to  put  ourfelves  in  a 
fttuation  that  mult  hazard  our  integrity, 
is  a  great  proof  that  it  is  not  at  that  time 
fufficiently  (rrong.  I  very  frankly  told 
Mifs  Baden,  how  much  more  prevalent 
I  found  her  example  than  her  arguments  j 
for  that  me  could  urge  no  reafons  which 
would  fo  Itrcngly  induce  me  to  live  with' 
Lord  Dorchefter,  as  her  being  capable  of 
urging  them  would  deter  me  from  it, 
fince  (lie  thereby  (hewed  me  the  danger 
that  arofe  from  a  communication  with 
mankind;  for  I  (hould  fear  that  my  prin- 
ciples might  be  corrupted  by  the  fame 
means  that  had  perverted  her's.  There- 
fore all  (he  could  fay  only  proved  to  me 
the  neceflity  of  flying  mankind,  if  I  de- 
figned  to  hold  faft  my  integrity  as  long  as 
I  lived. 

Mifs  Baden  fmiled,  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  rcfentment  atwhat  I  ha,d faid; 
and  only  anfwcred,  that  me  law  1  was 
determined  to  make  no  difference  between 
excufing  the*  guilt  of  others,  and  accom- 
panying them  in  the  crime;  and,  fince  I 
vras  jeiolved  to  retire  from  the  world,  in- 
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order  to  avoid  becoming  as  bad  as  (he 
was,  (he  found  flic  had  little  chance  of 
carrying  back  any  confolation  to  Lord 
Dorchefter :  and  the  night  being  far 
fpent,  (he  took  leave  of  me. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

MY  mind  had  been  too  much  agi- 
tated in  the  day  to  allow  me  any 
reft  at  night.  The  various  attacks  that 
had  been  made  on  my  paffions  lud  coft 
my  reafon'fo  much  labour  to  refill,  that 
I  had  not  ftrength  enough  to  compofe  my 
fpirits,  which,  when  Mr.  South  attended 
me  the  next  morning,  were  in  a  ftate 
little  different  from  what  they  were  when 
he  left  me  the  day  before.  He  imagined 
night  wo-'ld  aiFord  me  but  little  relief; 
and  therefore  came  the  earlier,  out  of  a 
kind  defire  to  divert  my  thoughts,  if  he 
could  not  alleviate  my  uneafmefo. 

Before  the  hour  the  chariot  was  order- 
ed, a  letter  was  brought,  which,  I  per- 
ceived by  the  fuperfcription,  was  from 
Lord  Dor.  heiler.  The  firft  impulfe  was 
to  return  it  unopened,  to  avoid  giving 
frefh  pain  to  my  heart}  but,  before  I 
could  put  the  thought  iu  execution,  it 
gave  place  to  a  tenderer  confideration.  I 
feared  by  fuch  a  proceeding  I  might  add 
to  his  uneafmefs ;  and  this  in  a  point  that 
could  do  me  no  effential  harm,  was  un- 
generoufly  preferring  my  own  eafe  to 
his;  and,  fince  I  was  iuft  going  to  execute 
a  refolution  which  affected  him  ib  much, 
it  would  be  cruel  to  increafe  it  unnecef- 
farily.  I  therefore  opened  the  letter;  and, 
to  my  great  furprize,  learnt  from  it,  that 
he  left  London  before  break  of  day,  in 
order  to  proceed  directly  to  my  aunt's; 
having  hopes  of  obtaining  her  mediation 
in  his  favour,  which  he  flattered  himfelf 
might  have  more  weight  than  any  other 
perfon's  had  yet  had. 

Nothing  could  have  filled  me  with 
greater  aftonimment.  To  expeft  fo  good 
a  woman  (hould  plead  in  the  excufe  of 
vice,  appeared  to  me  extremely  abfurds 
but  the  confequence  of  this  ftep  was  the 
preventing  my  ioximey;  fince,  had  I  pro- 
fecuted  it,  I  muft  have  met  him  oh  the 
road,  or  found  him  there;  neither  of 
which  would  have  been  at  all  agreeable  to 
my  purpofe.  The  beft  fcheme  I  could 
now  form,  was  to  leave  my  lodging  be- 
fore he  could  return  to  town,  and  remove 
into  fome  obfcure  houfe  in  the  luburbs: 
and  that  as  foon  as  Mr.  South,  who 


kindly  undertook  this  additional  trouble, 
could  learn  that  he  was  come  back,  I 
(hould  fet  out  dire&ly  on  my  journey. 
We  were  not  without  hopes,  that,  as  my 
lord  had  taken  hisufual  retinue  with  him, 
the  perfon  employed  to  watch  his  arrival 
in  London  might  learn  fome  particulars 
of  the  fituation  of  my  aunt's  houfe,  that 
would  ferve  todirecl  us,  and  fave  a  very 
difficult,  and  perhaps  a  very  tedious 
fearch  after  it. 

My  travelling  equipage  was  fent  away, 
and  every  thing  fettled  for  my  continu- 
ance at  my  lodging,  till  I  imagined  Lord 
Dorchefter  might  be  coming  back;  for  I 
liked  the  people  of  the  houle  too  well  to 
leave  them  while  I  could  avoid  it.  Their 
humanity  endeared  them  to  me^  ,they 
had  gathered  fo  much  light  into  my  fitua- 
tion, by  circumftances  that  had  fallen 
within  their  obfervation,  that  I  thought 
mylelf  obliged  to  acquaint  them  with  a 
little  more,  left  they  mould  have  re- 
ceived impreflions  that  might  make  them 
difcontented  with  my  continuing  in  their 
houfe.  This  Mr.  South  performed;  and 
though  he  told  them  very  few  particulars, 
yet  their  good-nature  appeared  very  con- 
fpicuoufly  on  the  occafion,  and  their 
greateft  wifh  was  to  amufe  me.  But  in 
this  they  could  not  fucceed  fo  eafily,  as 
in  making  their  houfe  perfectly  conve- 
nient. To  relieve  the  anxiety  of  my 
mind  was  referved  for  others ;  who,  for 
the  time  they  were  with  me,  did  it  effec- 
tually, and  infpired  me  with  a  joy  which, 
on  my  own  account,  I  could  not  have 
felt. 

Sir  Charles  Lifdale  came  to  town  two 
days  after  Lord  Dorchefter  left  it ;  and 
not  finding  his  lordmip,  '-.vent  to  Lady 
Paleltine's,  where  he  heard  my  whole 
hiftory ;  and,  defirous  of  feeing  me,  was 
directed,  by  her  to  my  lodging. 

Sir  Charles  came  directly  to  my  lodg- 
ing; and  fending  up  his  name,  afked  leave 
to  wait  on  me;  a  permiflion  I  readily 
granted :  and  he  was  brought  up  ftairs 
with  a  young  lady,  who  I  perceived  to 
be  a  daughter  of  Captain  Traverfe,  and 
consequently  received  her  with  pleafure. 
I  was  glad  to  obferve  more  chearfulnefs 
in  Sir  Charles's  countenance  than  wnen 
we  iaft  met.  He  accofted  me  with  fay- 
ing he  was  come  to  claim  the  friendmip 
I  had  once  offered  him.  Thai  time,  ab- 
lence,  and  defpair,  had  nude  him  more 
reafonahleQ  and  brought  him  to  fee  that 
he  was  prefumpruous  in  aiming  to  poC- 
fefs  me,  and  cot  thinking,  that  my  ac- 
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quaintance  and  converfation  was  more 
happioefs  than  he  merited.  I  told  him 
mine  would  be  greater,  if  he  would  ceafe 
to  flatter:  an  effecl:  which  I  might  hope 
from  the  improvement  of  his  reafon,  of 
which  he  boalted,  fince  it  muli  make  him 
know  that,  in  what  he  faid,  he  far  ex- 
ceeded the  truth,  and  might  incline  him 
to  believe  that  he  likewife  exceeded  my 
credulity. 

He  anfwered,  that  I  had  much  mif- 
taken  the  office  of  reafon,  if  I  imagined 
it  had  altered  his  opinion  of  me  ;  it  had 
only  made  him  more  fenfible  of  his  de- 
ments, which  (hewed  too  much  inequality 
between  vis  to  give  him  the  leaft  room  for 
hope.  '  But,'  continued  he,  taking  the 
young  lady  who  accompanied  him  by  the 
hand,  '  let  me  beg  your  friendfhip  for 
'  one  who  has  kindly  foothed  my  griefs, 
'  and  turned  my  difappointmtnt  into 
*  h;:ppineis.'  I  was  overjoyed  at  thefe 
words;  I  gathered  from  them  that  they 
either  were  already,  or  were  to  be  united. 
I  embraced  and  congratulated  her  with 
trnr.ljwit.  She  had  Ib  favourable  a  pro- 
fp-'cl  of  happinel?,  both  from  Sir  Charles's 
gcod  qualities,  and  the  affluence  of  his 
fortune,  that  nothing  could  give  me  more 
pleafuie.  She  blufhed,  in  appearance, 
from  excefs  of  fatisfaclion,  and  looked 
up  at  him  with  fo  much  love  and  grati- 
tude as  charmed  me.  I  could  not , vmnin 
long  without  exprefling  a  deiire  to  know 
how  this  union  was  brought  about,  which 
fetmed  to  me  as  impoflible  as  any  thing 
could  be.  Sir  Charles  a  (lured  me  he 
would  gratify  my  curiofity ;  which  he 
did  in  the  following  words. 

'  When  you  deprived  me  of  all  hopes 
of  obtaining  yotir.affeclion,  having  no 
longer  any  pleafure  or  interell  in  fo- 
citty,  my  only  aim  was  an  ablblute  re- 
tirement, till  rny  paflion  mould  be  fo 
much  moderated  as  to  allow  m£  to  en- 
dure company,  and  to  enable  me  to  be 
fit  for  it.  To  fecure  fuch  a  retreat,  it 
was  necefiary  to  cbuie  1'ome  plare  where 
I  was  not  known.  This  led  me  to  the 
borders  of  Wales,  as  the  moft  pro- 
mifmg  for  the  lolitrde  I  Ibvght.  It 
anfwered  my  hopes.  I  found  a  little 
cottage,  fituated  to  my  wilh  ;  for  every 
thing  around  it  appeared  as  defolateas 
my  mind. "  Left  I  mould  be  troubled 
with  vilits  from  any  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood,  I  concealed  my  name, 
and  pafled  for  a  man  drive*  thither  by 
poverty  and  diiirefs  :  a  certain  mclan- 
«  choiy  in  my  air  creaud  this  report } 


'  and  I  would  not  comradicl  it,  for  ro- 
'  thing  could  better  favoxir  my  temper. 
'  None  are  fo  lure  of  r.egiecl  as  the  poor  ; 
'  they  m?.y  enjoy  an  abfolvte  folitude  in 
'  the  molt  populous  city ;  therefore  it  is 

*  not  wonderful  if  no  one  broke  in  upon 
'  my  time  and  reflections.     However,  I 
'  had  not  been  there  long,  before  I  be- 
'  came  acquainted  with  Captain  Tra- 
'  verfe's  family,  whofecii  cum  (lances  r.p- 

*  peared  to  coireipond  with  mine.  Little 

*  inclined  to  extend  ourthoughts  beyond 
'  ourfelves,  we  were  made  known  to  ea~h 
'  other  only  by  fitting  in  th?  ir.nie  pew 
'at  church;    without  which   ci;\um- 

*  llance,  peih:;ps,  we  iliculd  hive  re- 

*  mained  ignorant  that  there  was  any 

*  unhappy  perfons  in    the   n:i^hbour- 

*  hood  befides  ourlelves.     After  we  had 
'  been  obliged  to  fpeak  civilly  to  each 
'  other,  by  thefe  means,  he  one  day  in- 
'  vited  me  to  go  home  with  him  after 
'  church.    I  liked  the  manner  of  his  be- 
'  haviour,  and  was  well  diipoied  to  zc- 
'  cept  his  invitation.   Towards  evi-nirijr, 
'  he  afked  me  if  I  would  drink  a  jittle 
'  milk;  adding,  it  might  l&-m  an  odd 
'  queition,  but  it  was  the  only  otter  he 
'  could  make  me,  having  neither  ts.a  nor 
'  wine,  for  they  were  too  exj>enfive  for 
'  perfons    in    his    circumftances,    who 
'  wanted  all  the  little  money  tb^y  had 
'  to  furniih  them  with  more  neceflary 
1  things.     I  was  greatly  pltaled  to  lee 
'  with  what  cafe  they  denied  themfelves 
'  the  fmall  indulgence  which  the  Joweft 

*  people  enjoy.      I  would  gladly  have 
'  increaftd  their  income;  but  I  feared 
'  to  make  myielf  fufpecled  of  being  lefs 
'  poor  than  I   was  thought,  which   I 
'  wifhed.  to  avoid,  till  I  knew  whether 
'  they  were  to  he  trufted.  Finding  them 
'  veiy  av.r-.eable,   I  ufed  frequently  to 

*  vifit  them  ;  and  they  often  returned  it. 

*  I  received  great  pleafure  from  their  fo, 
'  ciety;   and  was  more  charmed  with 
'  them,  as  my  acquaintance  with  their 
'  tempers  and  conduct  increased.    This 
'  young  lady,  particularly,  I  found  fo 
'  amiable  in  her  difpolition,  as,  joined 
'  with  her  beauty,  to  make  me  feel  all 
'  the  regards  of  a  friend  towards  her. 
'  She  mewed  the  fame  attention  to  me  ; 
'  nor  were   her  parents  offended  with 
'  our    innocent     affection.       She    was 
'  always  employed  either  in  attending 
'  her  mother,  taking  care  of  the  family, 
'  or  working  for  them.     I  admired  the 
'  alacrity  and  good-fenfe  with  which  /he 
'  performed  her  different  duties,    nr.d 

«  became 


OPHELIA. 


127 


became  her  companion  in  many  of 
them.  With  very  great  difficulty  I 
prevailed  on  the  captain  to  differ  me  to 
join  my  little  family  with  theirs,  on 
condition  I  mould  pay  half  the  ex- 
penses of  the  whole.  He  objected,  that 
this  was  more  than  my  fnare,  and  that 
he  feared  there  was  gieat  iimiiitude  in 
our  circumftances.  However,  at  laft, 
I  fucceeded,  and  we  became  one  fa- 
mily. They  let  me  bring  books  there ; 
and  thole  that  were  at  work  would 
often  liiten  to  me  while  I  read  aloud : 
my  lovely  Fanny  molt  of  all,  though, 
when  we  were  alone,  the  time  was  iel- 
dom  given  to  books.  I  uied  to  lament 
at  my  misfortunes ;  communicated  to 
her  the  paffion  with  which  my  heart 
was  filled,  concealing  none  of  the  truth 
but  my  name  and  fortune,  leaving  her 
to  imagine  that  my  ill  fuccefs'  pro- 
ceeded from  my  poverty.  With  how 
much  good-fenie  fhe  woidd  endeavour 
to  fliew  me  the  neceility  of  conquering 
my  love !  With  what  gentle  iweernds 
would  (he  try  to  comfort  me!  How 
tenderly  did  (he  join  with  me  in  my 
complaints,  and  endeavour  to  foothe 
them !  It  is  impoffible  I  can  ever  re- 
compenfe  her  for  the  exceffive  good- 
nefs  (he  (hewed  me.  I  am  afraid  her 
kind  behaviour  tempted  me  to  teaze 
her  the  more  with  my  uneafmeis.  I 
felt  fo  much  pleafure  in  being  com- 
forted by  her,  as  led  me  to  encourage 
my  diftrefs. 

'  I  had  not  long  made  part  of  this 
amiable  family?  when  Captain  Tra- 
verfe  went  to  London.  You  already 
know  what  drew  him  thither,  and  ihe 
ill  fuccefs  of  his  felicitations,  as  vvell 
as  the  unexpefted  bkflings  which  Lord 
Dorchefter's  generofity  beftowed  upon 
him.  I  had  undertaken  to  iupply  his 
care  over  his  children's  (hidies  during 
his  abl'ence,  which  proved  an  agreeable 
amufement  to  me,  as  I  did  not  acl  the 
part  of  a  fchool-mafter  Ions;  enough 
frit  it  to  lofe  the  pleafure  of  novelty. 
Any  thing  new  gave  a  turn  to  my 
thoughts  5  and  was  thereby  of  fervice 
to  me. 

*  Lord  Dorchefter's  letter  broke  in 
upon  the  peace  I  began  to  acquire,  by 
robbing  me  of  all  my  companions. 
His  character  fufficiently  convinced  me 
that  he  had  fome  generous  defign  in 
fending  for  them,  though  he  hinted  it 
but  darkly  in  his  letter.  This  could 
not  recompenfe  roe  for  their  loi's,  as  I 


was  myfelf  able  to  relieve  their  dif- 
treffes;  and  was  determined,  after  being 
longer  acquainted  with  their  merits,  to 
have  made  them  eafy.  My  Fanny 
promifed  not  to  let  a  port  pafs  without 
acquainting  me  with  the  event  of  their 
journey ;  and  was  as  good  as  her  word. 
The  joy  and  gratitude  expreffed  in  her 
letter,  made  me  envy  Lord  Dorchefter 
the  pleafure  of  having  conferred  fo 
noble  an  obligation  on  people  who  had 
hearts  to  feel  it  fo  fenfibly,  and  efteera 
it  Ib  iuflly.  The  captain's  convenience 
would  no  longer  ftiffer  them  to  live  at 
fo  great  a  di'tance  from  London ;  they 
therefore  hired  a  houfe  about  twenty 
miles  from  it,  which  his  lonlfhip  fur- 
nilhed  very  genteelly  for  them.  As 
my  Fanny  and  I  kept  up  a  very  con- 
ftant  correfpondence,  I  was  frequently 
folicited  to  forfake  my  defolate  foiitude, 
and  once  more  make  part  of  their  fa- 
mily. At  firft  melancholy  was  more 
powerful  than  their  per&iafions,  and  I 
refilled  them  :  but  I  foon  began  to  ac- 
cufe  myfelf  of  obftinacy  ;  and,  on  their 
alluring  me  that  they  lived  extremely 
retired,  I  coniented,  and  went  to  be  a 
witnefs  of,  and  confequently  a  fharer 
in,  the  hap.'ir.efs,  at  which  none  can 
arrive  who  have  not  before  felt  the  cruel 
diftreffes  they  had  endured. 
'  But  I  had  not  enjoyed  this  fatisfac- 
tion  many  days,  before  I  was  taken  ill 
of  a  fever.  My  Fanny  was  now  my 
conftant  friend  and  tender  nvtrfe,  and 
feemed  to  forget  the  general  happinefs 
in  a  humane  concern  for  what  I  fuf- 
fered.  My  fever  incrtafed,  till  I  grew 
fo  very  ill  that  it  appeared  proper  to  fend 
for  a  phyfician.  He  thought  my  life 
in  great  danger;  which  declaration 
made  my  fair  nurfe  inconfolable.  The 
affliction  in  which  flie  appeared  touched 
me  excefTively ;  I  fancied  I  faw  in  it  a 
i'ofter  paffion  than  friendfhip.  No  one 
can  be  truly  fenfible  of  the  pleafure  of 
being  beloved,  but  he  who  has  felt  all 
the  pangs  of  an  unfuccefsful  paffion. 
The  hopes  I  had  formed  increafed  my 
regard  and  efteem  for  her;  and  one  day, 
as  (lie  was  fitting  by  my  bed-fide,  I  told 
her  that  her  incomparable  goodnefs  had 
conquered  the  grief  with  which  my 
heart  was  filled  when  I  firft  knew  her, 
and  had  taken  the  place  of  a  love  I 
thought  eternal ;  therefore  fhe  muft 
not  wonder,  if  henceforward  I  com- 
plained of  no  paffion  but  one  for  her; 
and  I  ihould  efteem  myfelf  very  happy, 
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if  me  would  take  her  ufu.pl  pains  to 
comfort  me.  She  looked  ftedfatlly  on 
me;  and  then  calling  to  my  fervam, 
who  was  at  the  other  end  of  the  room, 
fhe  told  him  my  fenfes  wandered,  and 
defired  him  to  repeat  the  laft  medk  inc. 
I  affured  her  that  they  were  never  more 
perfect;  and,  after  fome  time,  con- 
vinced her  that  I  fpoke  my  real  and 
fober  fentiments.  She  then  burit  into 
tears,  and  begged  I  would  not  fay  any 
thing  that  might  increafe  her  affec- 
tion, or  rmke  my  company  give  her 
more  pleafure,  at  a  juncture  when  it 
was  veiy  uncertain  how  long  me  mould 
enjoy  it.  This  kind  reception  of  my 
declaration  rendered  me  incapable  of 
obeying  her  ;  and  my  melancholy  fitua- 
tion  fo  foftened  her  mind,  that  flic  re- 
tvj-ned  it  in  the  mod  endearing  manner. 
I  would  not  difcover  my  real  circum- 
ftances,  deilrous  to  try  her  affection  to 
the  utmoft.  Her  joy  appeared  very 
fincere  indeed,  on  being  afl'ured  I  was 
out  of  danger.  The  progrefs  of  my 
recovery  gave  her  as  much  fatisfaftion 
as  her  fatisfacYion  did  me.  I  continued 
my  addrefies  to  her;  but  I  found  her 
return  lefs  tender  as  I  grew  better  in 
health,  which  made  me  tell  her  that  I 
wifhed  myfelf  fick  again.  However, 
I  had  no  real  caafe  for  complaint.  I 
perceived  fhe  piit  feme  ccnttraint  on 
herfelf,  to  alter  a  behaviour  whi'.  h  fhe 
thought  juftifiable  only  during  my  ill- 
nefs,  when  mere  companion  required  a 
fhew  of  tencicrnefs. 
'  As  foon  as  I  got  well,  I  propofed  to 
marry  her.  S!?e  begged  me  not  to  think 
of  it,  for  fhe  could  not  poflibly  agree  to 
add  to  my  diftreifes  by  making  me 
poorer;  and  thought  we  then  lived 
happily  in  the  innocent  affurance  of 
each  other's  affection.  As  this  was 
an  objection  I  could  enfily  remove,  it 
did  not  make  me  alter  my  defign :  but, 
before  I  confefled  my  real  name,  I  was 
defirous  of  trying  the  degree  of  efti- 
mation  in  which  I  was  held  by  Captain 
Traverfc,  by  making  my  propofal  of 
becoming  his  fon-in-law  before  he  was 
ac  juainted  with  my  fortune.  But  while 
I  was  preparing  to  put  this  fcheme  in 
execution,  my  thoughts  received  a  new 
turn.  My  ficknefs  had  prevented  me 
from  having  much  convcrfation  in  the 
family;  but  now,  being  well  enough 
to  affociate  with  them,  I  was  talking 
with  the  captain  on  the  change  in  his 
affairs,  when  he  mentioned  Lord  Dor  • 


chefter's  lady.  Having  left  him  a 
batchclor,  I  was  curious  to  know  wlio 
fhe  was;  perhaps  the  more  fo  for  the 
iealcmly  I  had  always  entertained  of 
him,  thinking  that  I  perceived  he  was 
favoured  by  you.  The  defcription  they 
gave  me,  and  the  raptures  they  were 
all  m  when  they  mentioned  your  beau- 
ty, and  every  circumftance  of  your  be- 
haviour, convinced  me  my  h.ippy  rival 
had  triumphed.  Though  I  thought 
my  paffion  over,  yet  I  own  I  was  fb 
much  affected  by  this  news,  that  I 
could  nftt  contain  myfelf.  I  had  grown 
eafy  by  looking  on  you  as  a  being  far 
above  us ;  one  defigned  to  be  adored, 
but  not  poffeffed ;  one  to  whom  all 
mankind,  as  well  as  myfelf,  muft  pay 
an  unavailing  worfhip ;  and  fubmitted 
patiently  to  the  general  fate.  But  I 
found  I  could  not  btar  to  think  another 
enjoyed  a  happineis  I  believed  above  a 
mortal. 

*  My  deareft  Fanny  will  fuffer  me  to 
repeat  this,  as  my  emotions  were  too 
vifible  not  to  be  perceived  by  her,  who 
cruelly  made  me  afhamed  of  my  beha- 
viour by  the  moil  generous  t':r. "  rncfs. 
She  gueffed  you  were  the  v.v  rr  ?.n  w  ;  n 
I  had  often  defcrihed,  w  ale  she  was 
the  confidante  of  my  pifTiorj.  Inltead 
of  repr'-~  \  >  me  for  harbouring  in 
my  braaft  the  fpnrks  of  any  other  love 
than  hers,  fhe  ufed  all  her  foftnefs  to 
comtort  rne,  while  fhe  tenderly  grieved 
for  rny  misfortune  and  her  own.  Thus 
was  I  cure-.i  of  my  rclapfe,  and  in  a 
few  days  reftored  to  my  j>eace  of  mind, 
ceafing  to  envy  Lord  Dorchelter  his 
divine  Sachariffa,  and  happy  in  my 
lovely  a~vl  tender  Amoret.  Her  father 
declared  he  could  refufe  me  nothing  j 
biK  ;;<lvifcd  us  not  to  marry :  however, 
finding  us  refolved,  he  confented.  I 
then  gave  them  all  an  exaft  account  of 
my  circumftances ;  which,  you  may 
imagine,  did  not  abate  the  iiuisfaclion 
then  reigning  in  the  family.  I  re- 
mained with  them  at  their  country- 
houfc  till  two  days  ago,  that  I  ventured 
to  come  and  congratulate  you  and 
Lord  Dorcheiter  on  your  union.  You 
may  imagine  how  much  I  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  it  was  not  compleated; 
but  could  not  forbear  coming  hither  to 
introduce  you  to  my  Fanny,  who  made 
me  the  happieft  of  men  about  a  week 
ago  by  becoming  my  wife.  And  now, 
Madam,  like  all  other  romances,  mine 
muft  end  with  wedlock :  but  permit 
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*  me  to  hope  we  fhall  never  ta  fo  much 
4  tired  of  each  other,  as  you  mull  he  of 
4  us  both  in  this  long  ftory.' 

Sir  Charles  was  much  miftaken  ;  for 
I  was  never  lefs  fo.  I  was  overjoyed  at 
acquiring  two  amiable  friends,  and  at 
feeing  him  fo  happy.  For  once  I  re- 
flefted,  with  pleafure,  on  the  inconftancy 
of  mankind,  fmce  it  had  been  fo  fortu- 
nate to  him.  I  oiight  not  to  confine  the 
happinefs  of  it  entirely  to  Sir  Charles,  as 
I  have  received  fo  much  from  it  myfelf ; 
for  the  friendship  which  has  ever  fince 
fubfifted  between  me,  Sir  Charles,  his 
lady,  and  her  amiable  family,  I  have  al- 
ways efteemed  one  of  the  moft  pleating 
circumftances  of  my  life. 


CHAP.     XX. 

I  Hope  your  ladyfhip  now  thinks  it 
time,  after  fo  long  a  digreflion,  to  re- 
turn to  Lord  Dorrhefter ;  for  I  fliould  be 
forry  to  carry  you  fo  tedious  a  journey, 
without  you  undertook  it  willingly  ;  and 
yet,  having  little  to  fay  of  myfelf  during 
this  interval,  I  am  under  a  neceflity  of 
doing  it,  left  I  (houldfeem  to  have  put  in 
execution  the  lover's  wiih,  and  appear  to 
have  '  annihilated  both  (pace  and  time 
4  to  make  two  lovers  happy.'  Lord 
Dorchefter  travelled  moft  expeditioufly 
to  my  aunt's  cottage.  He  found  her  re- 
clined on  a  couch ;  the  (erenity  of  her 
countenance  changed  into  the  moft  de- 
jefted  air,  and  her  freih  complexion  into 
a  ftckly  pale.  He  came  fo  gently  to  the 
door,  that  (he  did  not  hear  him  till  lie 
was  entering  the  threshold.  As  foon  as 
(he  faw  him,  (he  ftarted  up;  and,  with 
eyes  that  ftiot  forth  impatience  and  an- 
ger, but  not  without  a  mixture  of  joy, 
cried  out—'  Where  is  my  child !  where 
4  is  my  Ophelia?' 

The  alteration  Lord  Dorchefter  per- 
ceived in  her  awakened  fo  fevere  a  fenfe 
of  the  injury  he  had  done  her,  that  he 
was  diltrefled  and  confounded,  and  could 
utter  no  more  than—'  She  is  well.  For- 
*  give  me,  Madam,  forgive  me!' 

*  Thank  Heaven,'  cried  my  aunt, 
with  hands  and  eyes  lifted  towards  the 
Heaven  (he  thanked,  '  my  child  is  well!' 
and  then  burfting  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
funk  down  on  the  couch,  where 'ftie  re- 
mained fome  time,  not  too  much  af- 
fected to  utter  now  and  then  a  grateful 
ejacuJatiau,  which  would  force  it's  way 


in  fpite  of  the  tears  that  almoft  fuffo- 
cated  her.  • 

My  lord  was  too  much  moved  to  in- 
terrupt her  till  this  painful  excefs  of  joy 
was  abated,  and  then  could  do  nothing 
but  afk  her  forgivenefs  for  all  the  unea- 
finefs  he  muft  have  given  her,  protefting 
his  defire  of  making  her  allpoflible  repa- 
ration.    '  As  the  firft  proof  of  it,'  laid 
(he,  4  let  me  know  whether  you  give  me. 
a  poilibility  of  pardoning  you,  by  hav- 
ing the  leaft  title  to  it.     Inform  me  of 
every  particular  fmce  you  robbed  me 
of  my  dear  child,  the  delight  and  only 
iupport  of  my  life.     B'.ir,  before  you 
enter  into  a  detail  which  may  take  up 
time,  fgrft  tell  me  where  (he  is,  what  is 
her  Situation,  and  whether  (he  ftill  does 
honour  to  the  care  I  took  to  inftruft  her 
in  th,e  precepts  of  religion  and  virtue, 
that  I  may  be  better  able  to'Men  to  the 
reft?' 

In  thefe  points  Lord  Dorchefter  gave 
her  full  fatisfaction,  and  then  proceeded 
to  relate  the  whole  in  order}  only  was  at 
alofshowl  became  acquainted  with  his 
defign.     He  endeavoured  to  ex_ufe  him- 
felf  on  account  of  his  prejudices  againft 
matrimony,  and  expatiated  on  his  objec- 
tions to  it ;  concluding  by  telling  her, 
that  his  love  had  conquered  them  all, 
and  to  be  united  to  me  was  the  wi(h 
neareft  his  heart ;  and  that  I  had  hitherto 
been  inflexible,  and,  more  mercilefs  than 
Heaven,  would  not  pardon  the  (incere 
penitent.     '  You  could  not   have  (aid 
any  thing  which  could  have  given  me 
fo  fmcere  a  pleafure,'  replied  my  auntj 
fmce  this  proves  my  niece's  principles 
to  be  fuch  as  I  wifli  them.     Heaven, 
indeed,  foi  gives  the  fmcere  penitent  j 
but  then  the  heart  is  there  laid  open, 
and  the  fiucerity  of  it  is  well  known. 
Ophelia  cannot  havethe  fame  aflurance 
of  yours;  even  yourfelf  cannot:    we 
often  miftake  the  effefts  of  difappointed 
paflion  for  real  virtue.     If  the  inno- 
cence and  unfeigned  piety  of  fo  fine  a 
young  creature  <  o-;ld  not  change  your 
heart,  how  can  one  fupnole  any  thing 
elfe  will  have  that  power  ?     \  ou  tell 
me   (he  loves  you,  therefore  may  be 
lure  her  paffions  plead  in  your  favour; 
and  could  her  reaibn  give  a  fanclion  to 
them,   fhe  would   concur  with  your 
wiihes.    That  it  has  ftrength  fufficient 
to  conquer  the  inftigations  of  her  love, 
rnd  the  perfuafions  of  her  lover,  raife» 
her  in  my  e.teem,  and  ^ivcs  me  a  plea- 
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fore  that  almoft  repays  me  for  what  I 
have  ruffcrecl  on  her  account.  Ddes 
not  this  noble  command  over  herfelf, 
this  fteady  adherence  to  every  virtuous 
principle,'  continued  (he,  '  make  you 
bluih  at  the  remembrance  of  your  de- 
fign,  to  debafe  Ib  much  excellence? 
A  little  reflection,  my  lord,  will  (hew 
you  the  fali'e  principles  on  which  you 
have  founded  your  objections  to  ma- 
trimony. Are  you  of  lo  perverfe  a 
nature,  that  a  conformity  to  the  laws  of 
God  and  man  muft  rob  Ibcicty  of  ail 
it's  charms?  And  muft  the  converfU- 
ticn  of  one  who  loves  you  loie  all  it's 
merit  as  foon  as  it  can  be  enjoyed 
without  a  crime?  Surely  no  man  can 
be  fo  abandoned  as  to  own  fuch  de- 
praved fentiments !  You  are,  it  feems, 
diigufted  with  the  behaviour  of  many 
v.ves;  would  you  therefore,  to  mend 
a  woman's  conduit,  teach  her  to  de- 
fpii'e  all  ties,  human  and  divine ;  and, 
to  render  her  an  amiable  and  valuable 
companion,  inftrucl  her  in  vice?  Is 
that  a  means  of  teaching  her  to  acquit 
herfelf  of  the  duties  of  focieiy,  and  the 
tenderer  obligations  of  more  intimate 
connexions  ?  Another  of  your  argu- 
ments againft  marriage  is  little  better 
than  a  prole  paraphrale  of — 

Love,  light  as  air',  at  fight  of  human  ties, 
Spreads  it's  light  wings,  and  in  a  moment 
"  rties." 

With  all  the  abandoned  rhapfody  of 
voluptuous  vice.  You  talk  of  free- 
dom and  equality  in  a  fituation  which 
entirely  aboliflies  both.  What  can 
render  a  woman  fo  much  your  (lave,  as 
having  given  up  her  fair  fame,  and 
that  fweet  peace  that  goodnefs  bofoms 
ever,"  to  gratify  your  mean  paflions  ? 
Where  then  is  the  equality  between 
you  ?  Yoxi  have  in  your  power  every 
pleafure  but  felf  approbation ;  and 
perhaps  the  hardened  do  not  want 
that,  while  the  woman  has  nothing  left 
herbutyoyir  love,  which  it  is  more  her 
intereft  to  keep,  even  by  little  defpica- 
ble  arts,  than  it  could  be  in  any  other 
fituation .  As  foon  as  reafon  begins  to 
return,  in  what  light  do  you  imagine 
(he  herfelf  mult  fee  the  imn  who  has 
robbed  her  of  eveiy  bleding  in  life  ? 
Muft  (he  not  grow  uneafy  under  fuch 
circumrtances,anddeteft  the  ungenerous 
mind  that  could  draw  her  into  an  ac- 
tion, whofe  conferences  were  to  her 


fo  grievous,  and  to  him  fotriflingf,  that 
unlefs  honour  makes  him,  rather  than 
deiert  the  woman  he  has  ruined,  en- 
dure  the  effects  of  her  afHifted  heart, 
and  the  fretfulnefs  which  naturally 
ai  ifes  from  it,  he  is  under  no  worldly 
difad  vantage.* 

Lord  Dorchefter  liftened  with  all  the 
humility  of  a  fchool-boy  to  his  monitor, 
and  gave  her  no  interruption,  but,  with 
n  doleful  face,  and  a  fimple  (heepimnefs 
th?t  he  never  felt  before,  cried,  now  and 
then — '  Very  true,  Madam— Right, 
'  Madam — To  be  fare,  Madam,'  "and 
fuch  like  fcntenres  of  mild  and  bafhful 
approbation;  till  my  aunt  thought  it 
cruel  to  humble  him  any  longer  into 
fuch  a  fneaking  repentant  boy.  When 
(he  ended  her  feiTnon,  he  allured  her  that 
he  was  perfectly  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  all  (lie  had  faidj  and  protefled,  with  an 
air  of  fincerity  that  almoft  convinced  her, 
that  if  he  might  have  the  free  choice 
whether  he  lliould  have  her  niece  for  his 
wife  or  miftrefs,  he  (hould  not  heiitate  a 
moment,  but  prefer  that  ftate  which 
mould  fecure  her  from  the  cenfure  of  the 
world,  and  the  reproaches  of  her  own 
coniVience.  He  abjured  his  part  errors, 
(hewed  the  fallacies  which  had  given  rife 
to  them,  and  confuted  his  own  argu- 
ments i'o  much  more  forcibly  than  my 
aunt  could  do,  that  (he  was  touched  with 
his  candour,  and  grieved  for  the  perni- 
cious education  and  examples  which  had 
created  any  blemimes  in  a  mind  that 
feemed  naturally  virtuous  and  upright. 
When  he  had  fucceeded  thus  far,  it  was 
not  very  difficult  to  move  a  heart  by  na- 
ture tender,  and  foftencd  by  affliction. 
The  excels  of  his  grief  excited  her  com- 
panion, and  pity  had  fome  (hare  in  mak- 
ing her  promife  to  accompany  him  ; 
though,  when  (he  did  it,  (lit  imagined  her 
only  motive  was  the  defire  of  feeing  me. 
During  their  journey,  his  diftrefs  pre- 
vailed on  her  to  undertake  to  obtain  his 
forgivenefs.  He  did  not  doubt  but  my 
regard  for  her,  and  the  opinion  I  had 
both  of  her  judgment  and  principles, 
would  make  mefubmitto  her  perfuafions, 
efpecially  as  he  was  too  fenfible  they  cor- 
refponded  with  the  fecret,  though  (up- 
prefled,  wimesof  my  heart.  When  they 
arrived  in  London,  I  had,  according  to 
the  plan  I  had  fonned,  left  my  lodging ; 
and,  to  fave  my  kind  landlady  the  pain 
of  telling  a  falfliood,  did  not  acquaint 
her  with  the  place  which  I  intended  for 
my  afylum.  Mr.  South,  to  avoid  be- 
ing 
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ing  importuned  to  difcover  my  abode, 
changed  his  habitation  likewife,  and 
choi'e  one  whom  he  could  truft  to  watch 
Lord  Dorchefter's  coming  to  town.  Hb 
Ipy  performed  his  office  Ib  well,  that  he 
heard  it  the  night  of  his  arrival,  and  was 
told  by  him  that  he  faw  my  lord  hand  a 
lady  out  of  his  chariot. 

Mr.  South  aflced  me  if  I  did  not  ima- 
gine from  this  my  lord  had  fucceeded, 
and  in  reality  brought  up  my  aunt.  I 
could  not  believe  there  was  a  poflibility 
of  her  giving  fuch  a  fanftion  to  his  paft 
conduct;  however,  I  wifhed  to  be  en- 
tirely certain :  I  dared  not,  indeed,  con- 
fent  that  Mr.  South  mould  venture  to 
Lord  Dorchefter's,  left,  by  watching 
him,  my  retreat  might  be  difcovered,  as  it 
was  before  5  but  told  him  that,  as  they 
would  naturally  go  to  my  old  lodgings, 
if  my  lord  had  really  prevailed  on  her  to 
accompany  him,  we  might  gain  fome 
intelligence  from  thence.  Mr.  South 
went  thither  accordingly  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  learnt  that  Lord  Dorcbefter  and 
a  lady,  whom  they  found  by  their  dif- 
coude  was  my  aunt,  came  there  as  foon 
as  they  entered  London,  and,  afking  for 
me,  were  under  the  greateft  confternation 
at  hearing  I  was  gone  from  thence.  The 
good  woman  told  them  my  motive ;  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  allured  them  me  knew 
not  to  what  place  I  was  removed.  Upon 
this  information,  they  went  away  much 
difappointed,  after  having  promiied  her 
any  reward,  if  me  could  contrive  a  means 
of  rinding  me  out.  She  told  them  me 
wanted'no  other  inducement  to  do  that, 
than  the  pleafure  I  mould  receive  from 
feeing  an  aunt  I  feemed  to  love  fo  ten- 
derly. 

As  I  was  at  a  vety  great  diftance  from 
my  old  lodgings,  Mr.  South  thought  that 
to  go  back  to  me  would  be  robbing  me 
of  fome  hours  ot  joy;  and  therefore,  in- 
ftead  of  returning,  went  to  Lord  Dor- 
chefter,  where  he  found  his  lordfhip  and 
my  aunt  concertingmeafures  for  finding 
me.  The  fight  of  him  was  moft  wel- 
come to  the  former ;  with  delight  he  re- 
ceived him,  and  entreated  him  to  inform 
an  anxious  parent,  and  the  ftill  tenderer 
anxiety  of  a  lover,  where  I  was. 

As  this  was  the  intent  of  Mr.  South' s 
vifit,  he  immediately  complied,  and  of- 
fered them  to  guide  them  to  me.  The 
equipage  was  fent  for,  and  flopped  at  my 
door,  fome  time  after  my  impatience  for 
the  account  I  expected  Mr.  South  to 


bring  had  fixed  me  to  the  window,  in 
hopes  of  feeing  him  arrive. 

At  the  fight  of  my  aunt,  I  ran  to  meet 
her ;  and  we  received  each  other  with 
an  embrace  from  which  the  Ipeftators 
thought  we  could  never  be  difengaged. 
I  had  already  felt  how  much  the  ima- 
gination falls  fhort  of  the  reality  in  ibr- 
rowj  I  now  found  it  as  poor  a  mirror  of 
our  joy.  The  extafy  I  was  in  at  feeing 
one  fo  inexprefilbly  dear  to  me,  far  ex- 
ceeded the  force  of  fancy,  and  a  long 
time  pafled  in  reioking  at  the  felicity  \ve 
felt,  before  I  took  notice  of  the  perlba 
who  accompanied  my  aunt. 

My  lord  looked  on  me  with  tendernefs 
and  grief,  but  with  an  anxious  timorouf- 
nefs  that  rendered  him  fiferit.  My  aunt 
obferving  it,  as  foon  as  \ve  could  think  of 
any  thing  but  the  joy  of  meeting,  toil 
me  me  had  undertaken  to  plead  what  I 
mould  think  a  bad  caui'e,  unlefs  I  woi  id 
allow  repentance  warned  away  fin/  She 
then  proceeded  to  fay  (lie  thought  Lord 
Dorchefter  had  fuffered  fo  much,  -he  de- 
ferved  to  be  forgiven.  I  ob'eiled  all  I 
had  before  laid  to  myfelf  and  others  on 
thexjccaiion.  I  arraigned  his  principles 
and 'conduct  with  more  feverity,  I  be- 
lieve, for  finding  he  had  an  advocate; 
for  I  felt  a  fatisfaftion  in  hearing  him  a 
little  excufed.  My  aunt's  arguments 
were  much  the  fame  with  Mifs  Baden's, 
and  would  not  have  proved  more  effica- 
cious, had  it  not  been  eafier  to  influence 
my  heart  than  to  convince  my  reafon. 
Her  opinion  gave  a  fanclion  for  my  yield- 
ing ;  I  could  call  my  weakneis  obedient. 
An  opportunity  of  fo  agreeably  deceiving 
myfelf,  ftaggered  my  refolution,  and  I 
began  to  liften  with  pleafure  to  the  apo- 
logy my  aunt  made  for  him. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Dojrchelter  had  per- 
ceived me  wavering  between  reafon  and 
love,  to  ftrengthen  the  party  of  the  latter, 
he  attacked  me  with  the  moil  perfoafive 
importunity.  Though  my  heart  felt 
every  fyllable  he  uttered,  yet  my  mind 
was  too  much  agitated  to  fuffer  my  me- 
mory to  retain  what  he  laid ;  all  I  know 
is,  that  every  word,  every  look,  every 
aclion  of  his,  fpoke  too  much  to  be  ex- 
prefled  by  any  other.  Such  powerful 
eloquence  was  not  to  be  for  ever  refiftetij 
\inable  to  bear  a  longer  continuance  of 
the  fcene,  I  cried  out— f  Ycu  have  con- 
*  quered  all  my  refolutions;  dilpofe  of 
'  the  remainder  of  my  life  as  you  pleail- j 
'  my  happinefs  is  in  your  hands:  - 1 
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'  may  repent,  but  I  find  I  muft  com- 

'  ply'' 

Lord  Dorchefter's  exceffive  <oy  made 
rhe  feel  thatpleafure  in  my  content,  which 
reafon  had  denied  me.  My  felicity  was 

fcrfaSl,  in  feeing  I  had  made  him  happy; 
was  infenfible  to  any  dangers  with 
which  my  peace  was  threatened  by  his 
principles,  while  I  had  the  infinite  fatis- 
failion  of  imparting  happinef's  to  one  that 
was  dearer  to  me  than  myfelf.  I  felt 
I  was  unworthy  of  a  thought ;  mine  were 
all  engrofied  hy  him;  eveiy  other  object 
feemed  beneath  my  care;  and,  if  he  was 
happy,  I  believed  I  muft  be  blelTed. 

As  foon  as  his  lordfhip's  extaues  were 
a  little  over,  my  aunt  turned  teward  him, 
and  laid — '  My  lord,  I  have  done  all  you 
aflted  of  me  :  I  have  fuffered  compaf- 
fioh,  and  that  weak  fympathy  which  I 
believe  all  feel  for  the  pains  of  lovers, 
who  have  themfelves  known  the  pangs 
of  love,  to  conquer  my  opinion.  I  have 
perfuaded  the  only  joy  of  my  heart,  and 
bleflingof  my  age,  to  an  union  with  a 
man  whofe  principles  I  always  looked 
upon  as  an  infallible  fource  of  unhap- 
pinefs  to  the  woman  whofe  fate  muft 
depend  upon  them.     I  never  faw  any 
thing  but  repentance  fucceed  a  mar- 
riage with  a  rake;  and  yet,  companion 
for  you,  and  indeed   for  my   niece, 
whofe  fondnefs  for  you  is  but  too  vifi- 
ble  through  all  the  refolution  fhe  has 
aflumed,  has  made  meplead  your  caufe, 
and  prevail  in  it.    I  feared  for  her,  the 
grief  which  would  have  fucceeded  the 
fharper  pains  of  feparation.  I,  who  have 
ft!t  it,  know  how  hardly  life  is  fup- 
portcd  wnder  a  load  of  forrow.  I  pitied 
you  for  having  a  worthy  mind  fo  cor- 
rupted. Can  you  do  lefs,  my  lord,  than 
reward  Ophelia's  love  and  my  compaf- 
fion,  by  prelerving  the  principles  you 
now  profels,and  by  keeping  the  ftricieft 
guard  over  yotirlelf,  left  you  mould 
again  deviate  from  the  path  of  virtue  ? 
I  know  you  are  not  abfolutely  a  rake ; 
and  therein  I  place  my  hopes.' 
Your  lady  (hip  may  imagine  Lord  Dor- 
fhofter  was  not  t paring  of  his  promifes. 
He  defended  himlelf  from  the  imputation 
of  a  rake,  though  he  confelfed  his  prin- 
ciples had  been  very  defective,  and  gave 
Iu-r  every  aflurance  that  could  make  her 
cafy;  and,  what  is  more  extraordinary, 
lit-  fulfilled  them  :iii,  and  rendered  the 
rHl  of  our  lives  a  1'cer.e  of  blils;  though 
I  confcfs,  it  was  not  immediately  I  could 
depend  on  my  own  happinefs.     I  f'eau-d 


reverfes,  which  would  be  more  feverely 
felt  for  the  felicity  I  enjoyed.  But  time 
banifhed  my  .apprehenfions,  and  taught 
me,  that  a  mind  naturally  good  may  be 
clouded  for  a  time,  but  will  recover  it'a 
original  luftre,  and  make  off  the  bad  in- 
fluence of  vicious  examples,  and  the 
erroneous  opinions  of  the  fafhionablc 
woild,  if  it  has  the  good  fortune  to  fuf- 
-fer  fufficiently  by  them. 

But  as  that  does  net  happen  fo  often  as 
one  could  wifh,  for  the  reformation  of 
mankind ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  when 
a  perfon  has  been  fufticiently  punifhed  to 
effe6l  his  amendment;  mine  was  a  dan- 
gerous trial :  and  I  think  my  imprudence 
in  making  it,  deferved  a  punishment  ra- 
ther than  a  reward;  which  has  increafed 
my  gratitude  to  Heaven  for  a  ftate  of hap- 
pincis  I  by  no  means  merited. 

Lord  Dorchefter,  to  gratify  himfelf  in 
his  darling  plcafure  of  doing  good,  pro- 
cured a  very  confiderable  preferment  for 
Mr.  South,  and  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
generality  to  my  aunt:  he  fettled  a  very 
handfome  income  on  her;  and,  to  gratify 
both  her  and  me,  made  fuch  additions  to 
her  little  cottage,  as  gave  us  the  power  of 
accompanying  her  thither,  where  we  fpent 
three  months  in  every  year,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  us  all,  was  the  time  when  we 
enjoyed  the  moft  perfeft  happinefs;  as  we 
were  there  free  from  interruptions. 

Lord  Dorchefter  was  very  defirous  of 
knowing  how  I  became  acquainted  with 
his  defignsonme;  but  I  made  his  giving 
a  folemn  promile  never  to  afk  any  quef- 
tions  concerning  it,  one  of  the  conditions 
of  our  marriage.  I  feared  his  refentment 
againft  Lord  Larborough,  had  he  been 
acquainted  with  the  part  he  a&ed;  and 
fhould  have  been  very  (brry  if  Lord  Lar- 
borough had  fuffered  by  making  a  dif- 
covery  that  was  fo  fortunate  for  me;  be- 
tides, that  Lord  Dorchefter  might  have 
been  expofcd  to  his  fhare  of  danger  nad 
a  quarrel  enfued.  Lord  Larborough  was, 
I  believe,  under  no  fmall  apprehenfions 
on  finding  what  turn  the  atfair  had  taken ; 
but  I  fei/ed  the  firft  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing him  eai'y,  by  giving  my  word  that  I 
would  conceal  every  thing  he  had  done, 
in  confideration  of  the  obligation  he 
thereby  conferred  on  me,  and  that  he 
might  reft  in  perfect  fccurity  in  that  par- 
ticular. 

He  returned  me  many  thanks;  alluring 
me,  that  he  would  ever  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge it;  and,  to  prevent  all  pofli- 
bility  of  giving  me  any  future  offence, 
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by  a  paflion  he  was  unable  to  ftifle,  he 
would  by  degrees  break  off  his  intimacy 
with  my  lord,  and  avoid  me  as  much  .as 
he  could.  This  refolution  he  fteadily  exe- 
cuted ;  and  before  he  died,  which  was 
two  years  after  my  marriage,  he  had  al- 
moft  entirely  dropped  our  acquaintance. 
After  his  death,  as  no  danger  co'uld  arife 
from  it,  I  acquainted  my  lord  with  what 
he  had  too  ftritl  a  regard  to  his  promife 
to  have  afked  of  me,  telling  him  all  that 
parted  between  Lord  Larborotigh  and 
myfelf;  which,  he  faid,  rendered  his  lord- 
mip  rather  the  object  of  his  gratitude  than 
of  his  anger,  fince  the  happy  eflFeils  of  what 
he  had  done  excufed  the  intention. 

Having  obeyed  your  ladymip's  com- 
mands, I  mall  now  lay  afide  my  pen, 
without  making  any  apology  for  being 
fo  circumftantial  j  fine*  obedience  to  your 


orders  made  me  fo;  but  mall  grieve  in 
fiknce,  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
render  this  little  work  more  worthy  of  her 
who  is  to  honour  it  with  a  perufal.  If  I 
have  in  lome  places  repeated  compli- 
ments which  lay  me  under  an  imputation 
of  vanity,  I  hope  you  will  confider  it  as 
the  unavoidable  confequence  of  telling 
one's  own  ftory  with  the  iincerity  you  re- 
quired ;  and  as  a  neceflary  thing,  in  or- 
der to  keep  up  in  my  reader  fuch  an  idea 
of  my  perfon,  as  may  reprefent  me  mor? 
worthy  of  her  attention,  whichyou  might 
have  thought  thrown  away  on  a  dowdy; 
and  deprived  me  of  the  honour  of  fub- 
fcribing  myfelf, 

Your  ladyfhip's  moft  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
OPHEUA  DORCHBSTER. 
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DUKE     OF     CHARTRE& 


MY    LORD , 

THE  book  I  take  leave  to  prefent  to  your  Royal  Highnefs  is  of 
the  nature  of  thofe  which  are  improving  as  well  as  entertaining. 
Though  the  fubjecl  appears  light,  yet  it  conduces  to  fornething  ufeful, 
on  account  of  the  morality  couched  in  it.  The  mind  mutt  have  fome 
relaxation;  it  is  in  thofe  moments,  my  lord,  wherein  your  Royal 
Highnefs  lays  afide  your  more  ferious  ftudies,  that  I  hope  you  will  caft 
your  eye  upon  my  book.  I  prefume  to  flatter  myfelf  that  it  will  pleafe 
you;  and  if  it  does  fo,  I  may  depend  upon  it's  fuccefs,  fince  your  ap- 
probation will  draw  along  with  it  that  of  all  my  readers.  Indeed,  my 
lord,  it  is  no  common  thing  to  find,  in  fo  tender  an  age,  fo  many  excel- 
lent qualities  as  meet  together  in  your  Royal  Highnefs;  though  it 
would  be  a  wonder  if  you  did  not  poflefs  them  all,  being  born  of  a  prince 
who  is  lefs  famous  for  his  illuftrious  birrh  than  for  his  perfonal  merit, 
and  a  fublimity  of  genius  not  often  to  be  equalled.  The  vaft  know- 
ledge he  has  acquired  in  all  the  fciences  proper  to  form  a  great  prince, 
and  his  valour,  fo  well  known  throughout  all  Europe,  and  of  which 
he  can  mew  fuch  glorious  marks,  reverberate  upon  your  Royal 
Highnefs;  and  it  is  already  perceptible  in  your  countenance,  and  in 
your  molt  indifferent  actions,  that  you  are  the  worthy  offspring  of  that 
hero. 

But,  my  Lord,  I  find  I  fwell  a  little  too  high:  it  is  for  more  mafterly 
pens  than  mine  to  write  fuch  panegyricks;  none  but  Apelles  had 
a  right  to  paint  Alexander;  and  I  ought,  in  imitation  of  the  modefty 
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of  the  other  painters  of  that  age,  to  content  myfelf  with  admiring  in 
private  the  mining  aftions  of  the  prince  you  owe  your  birth  to,  with- 
out venturing  to  disfigure  them  by  unequal  praifes.  I  fhall  never  be 
blamed  for  my  refpe&ful  filence;  whereas  nobody,  perhaps,  would 
have  been  fatisfied  with  the  weaknefs  of  my  commendations. 

I  am  fenfible  of  my  own  inability;  and  do  not  hope  to  obtain  your 
Royal  Highnefs's  good  graces  fo  much  by  the  offer  I  am  bold  to  make 
you  of  the  following  fheets,  as  by  the  fincere  zeal  with  which  I  am, 


My  Lord, 

C 

Your  Royal  Highnefs's 

Moft  humble, 
Moft  obedient, 

And 
Moft  refpeftful  Servant, 

T.  S.  GUEULETTE. 
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Aftracan  lived  a  To- 
litary  Dervis*,   who,   re- 
turning  one  evening  from 
angling  upon  the  banks  of 
the  River  Volga,  was  fur- 
prized     to     find     on    the 
threfhold  of  his  cell  a  child  new-born  and 
ftark.-nak.td.  He  took  it  in  his  arms,  and 
ran  to  tell  this  accident  to  a  taylor  of, 
Aftracan,  called  Kourban,  from  whom 
he  was  often  uied  to  receive  alms. 

The  taylor'  s  wife  happily  was  brought 
to-bed  the  very  night  before  of  a  daugh- 
ter, which  died  the  moment  it  came  into 
the  world.  She  offered  the  breaft  to  the 
child  the  tlervis  had  brought  her;  and  for- 
getting, as  it  were,  her  own  daughter, 
turned  her  affection  entirely  to  the  little 
boy,  whom  (lie  named  Schems-Eddin. 

The  taylor  and  his  wife  having  had  no 
children  for  near  fifteen  years,  loved  little 
Schems-Eddin  with  extreme  tendernefs; 
and  the  boy,  believing  himfelf  their  fon, 
returned  it  witli  a  refpect  and  fubmiflion 
augmented  the  affection  they  had 
for  him.    When  he  was  grown  up,  not- 
inding  the  inclination  he  found  in 
:f  for  arms,  the  fole  will  of  Kour- 
r.  gaged  him  to  learn  the  trade  of 
a  taylor;  and  in  lefs  than  two  years  he 
f'.ich  extraordinary  progrefs  in  that 
profeflion,   that   only  by  looking  at   a 
,  without  taking  any  meafure,  he 
co'ild  make  a  (hit  of  cloaths  as  exactly 
fit  as  the  bed  taylor  in  AAracan  could 
make  with  ever  fo  much  meafuring. 

Schems-Eddin's  (kill  quickly  made  a 
noiie  all  over  the  town  ;  nobody  was 


thought  to  have  a  tolerable  good  tafte 
if  he  was  not  drefled  in  a  fuit  of  his  mak- 
ing; and  moft  of  the  ladies  employed 
him  without  giving  umbrage  to  their 
hufbands,  becaufe  by  i'eemg  them  only  at 
a  diftance,  he  could  in  four  days  time 
bring  them  fu'ch  a  habit  as  they  defirtd. 
One  day,  as  this  young  taylor  was  in 
his  fhop,  an  old  (lave  acceding  him,  de- 
fired  to  ipcak  with  him  in  private.  '  Sir,' 
faid  flie,  '  be  ib  kind  as  to  come  alonjj 
'  withme,immec'.iately:  two  of  the  hand - 
'  fomtll  ladies  in  all  Aftracan  have  oc- 
'  cafion  for  your  fervice.1  Schems-Eddin 
readily  promifed  to  go  with  her.  '  But 
'  this  is  not  all,'  replied  the  woman: 

*  you  mufl  conient  to  have  your  eyes 
'  muffled;   otherwife  I  muft  not  caj-ry 

*  you  along  with  me.'     Schems-Eddin 
was  lurprized  at  luch  a  propofal ;  but  rc- 
folving  to  venture  any  thing  rather  than 
mifs  of  feeing  a  couple  of  beautiful  1:;- 
dies,  he  immediately  went  with  the 'old 
woman.     She  conducted  him  to  a  little 
houfe  in  the  fuburbs  of  Aftracan  ;  carried 
him  into  a  parlour,  and  pulling  out  a  iilk- 
handkerchief    embroidered    with   gold, 
preiented  him  to  two  black  flaves,  who 
had  their  fabres  in  their  hands;  ordered 
them  to  bind  his  eyes  with  that  handker- 
chief, and  to  conduct  lu'm  to  the  place 
where  he  was  expected:  but  that  if  he 
mewed  the  leaft    uriofity  to  diicover  the 
Avay  they  lecLhini,  they  fhould  that  mo- 
ment cut  oft*  his  head. 

This  order  frightened  the  young  tay- 
lor. '  Fear  nothing,'  (aid  the  old  wo- 
man to  him :  '  provided  you  are  wife  and 


*  The  Dervifes  are  a  fort  of  Mahometan  monks.  They  affedl  to  appear  modeft,  humble, 
patient,  and  charitable  They  go  with  their  legs  naked,  ami  their  ftomachs  bare;  nay,  fome 
of  them  burn  themfelves  with  a  hot  iron  to  ex-rciie  their  patience.  They  mske  profeiliori  of 
poverty, chaftity,  and  obedience;  but. if  they  have  not  virtue  enough  to  contain  themli'lvcs, 
they  may  get  leave  to  quit  their  monaftery.  There  are  fome  of  thefe  folhary  Dervifes  much 
like  our  hermits. 

B  '  diicreet, 
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'  difcreet,  your  life  is  fafe.'  Herefumed 
his  ccnirage  on  thefe  promifes,  fuffered 
them  to  bind  his  eyes,  and  walked  thus 
blindfold  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour;  when 
the  llaves  taking  off  his  muffler,  he  found 
himfelf  in  a  hall  magnificently  lighted  by 
above  a  hundred  wax-tapers. 

At  the  upper -end  of  the  hall  was  a 
throne  of  maily  filver,  upon  which  fat 
three  ladies,  each  covered  with  a  veil  5 
through  which  it  was  nevertheless  eafy 
to  perceive  that  one  of  them,  though  per- 
fectly handfome,  was  about  forty  yeacs 
old;  and  that  nature  hud  formed  no- 
thing fo  charming  and  fo  compleat  as  the 
other  two,  who  feemed  to  be  hardly 
eighteen.  A  great  number  of  female 
llaves,  veiled  in  th<?  fame  manner,  and 
ranged  on  each  fide  of  the  throne,  kept  a 
profound  filence,  and  feemed  refpeft- 


difcovery  will  coft  you  your  life :  think 
of  nothing  but  how  to  execute,  as  foon 
as  poifible,  the  orders  you  have  re- 
ceived.    I  mall  fetch  you  agahi 
days  hence,  and  cany  you  to  the  fame 
ladies,  upon  the  former  conditions/ 
The  old  woman  having  taken  ler^ve 
of  Schems-Eddin,  he  went  to  bed    :\.\er 
he  had  neatly  laid  up  the  lilks,  reloiving 
to  begin  the  fints  at  break  of  day  :  but 
he  could  not  dole  his  eyes  all  ihe  . 
the  charms  of  one  of.  the  young  ladies 
returned  to  his  mind  a  thouitind  limes. 
Two  large  blue  eyes,  whole  brightnefs 
mot  through  the  obfcurity  of  her  veil, 
had  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon  his 
mind,  that  he  was  no  longer  mailer  of 
himfelf.     He  got  up,  lighted  his  lamp, 
and,  after  having  iuidied  feme  time  in 
what  manner  he  fhould  cut  out  his  filks, 


fully  to  wait  the  command  of  the  three     he  hit  upcui  a  method  fo  uncommon,  and 


ladies. 

After  they  had  given  the  taylor  time 
to  look  about  him,  and  admire  fo  much 
magnificence,  the  lady  that  appeared  the 
«ldeft  of  the  three  role  from*tM* throne. 

Schems-Eddin,'  laid  m^i^your  repu- 
tation has  excited  our  cfftittfity'     We 

have  heard  wonders  concerning  your 

(kill,  and  are  willing  to  be  judges  of  it 

ourfelves.    'Look  well  upon  thefe  two 

young  ladies ;  view  their  fhapes  with 

attention  :  dare  you  engage,  without 

taking  any  other  meafure,  to  make  each 

of  them  a  genteel  fuit  of  cloaths  ?' — 

Madam,'  replied  the  young  taylor,  '  I 

fliall  do  my  endeavov.rs  to  keep  up  the 

reputation  I  have  with  fome  juftice  ac- 
quired.    I    have   viewed  thefe  ladies 

enough  ;   order  me  the  filks,  and  in 

eight  days  time  you   ihall  be  fatis- 

fied.' 

The  black  (laves,  upon  this,  led 
Schems-Eddin  into  another  room,  and 
opened  twenty  coffers,  which  were  all  h:ll 
of  the  finelt  filks  of  the  Eaft.  He  chofe 
what  v/as  necdftry  to  make  the  two  ha- 
bits compleat.  His  eyes  were  again  muf- 
fled, and  he  was  led  to  the  houfe  of  the 
old  woman,  who  re-  conducted  him  home. 

if  you  worJd  have  your  good  fortune 

continue,'  laid  me  to  him  at  parting, 

do  not  feek  to  know  from  whence  you 

come,  or  for  whom  you  are  to  work  ; 

the  leaft  ftep  you  take  towards  fuch  a 

*   An  Arabian  way  of  fpeaking,  to  drfcribe  an  extraordinary  beauty. 
•f-  The  Houries  are  virgins,  which  Mahomet  promifes  to  the  good  MufTulmen  after  dea 
they  arc  always  to  feem  virgins,  and  to  be  paieftly  beautiful. 

They 


withal  fo  advantageous  to  the  beruity  of 
the  two  young  ladies,  efpecially  of  her  he 
admired,  that  he  had  very  good  reaibn 
to  believe  they  would  be  pleafed  with  his 
performance.  He  then  fet  to  work  with 
abundance  of  care  and  diligence;  and 
the  cloaths  being  finished  at  the  day  ap- 
pointed, the  old  woman  who  came  to 
fetch  him,  committed  him  with  his  eyes 
mufHed  into  the  hands  of  the  two  blacks; 
who,  aft?r  having  led  him  through  the 
fame  paffages  as  before,  prefentedhim  to 
the  three  ladies,  whom  he  found  feated 
upon  the  throne  of  filver. 

Schems-Eddin  had  no  fooner  opened 
his  bundle,  and  fpread  out  the  habits, 
than  they  began  to  extol  his  wonderful 
fancy.  The  two  ladies  for  whom  they 
were  made  retired  into  a  fort  of  ward- 
robe with  four  (laves.  They  rct'Tn^d 
into  die  hall  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
without  veils,  and  in  their  new  habits, 
but  a  thoufand  times  more  brilliant  than, 
the  full-moon*.  So  loon  as  they  ap- 
peared, the  hall  refounded  with  the  ap. 
pin  its  of  the  (laves;  and  the  youn 
lor  was  fo  (truck  with  the  charms  of  her 
to  whom  he  had  coniecrated  his  heart, 
that  he  fell  backwards  upon  a  fopha,  and 
was  ready  to  die  with  the  extreme  pL-u- 
fure  he  felt  in  that  moment.  Indeed,  the 
beauty  of  thofe  ladies  was  fo  great,  that 
it  could  be  compared  to  nothing  but  that 
of  the  Houries  f. 
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They  extolled  Schems-Eddin  to,  the 
Jkies,  praifed  the  invention  and  neatneis 
of  his  work,  gave  him  each  of  them  a 
purfe  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and 
begged  him  to  make  them  two  more  fuits 
different  from  thole  which  he  had  now 
brought  them.  The  young  man  went 
into  the  filk-room,  chofe  five  pieces  of  a 
very  pretty  fancy,  made  two  other  fuits 
more  fmguiar  than  had  yet  been  ieen, 
returned  at  the  eight  days  end  with  the 
lame  ceremonies,  deceived  greater  ap- 
plaufes  than  before,  two  hundred  pieces 
of  gold,  and  orders  for  chufing  filks  to 
make  up  more.  In  mort,  this  trade  con- 
tinued for  feven  weeks  together ;  in  which 
time  Schems-Eddin  made  up  fourteen 
fuits  of  cloaths,  and  received  as  many 
purfes  of  gold;  when  the  paflion  he  had 
conceived  for  one  of  the  two  ladies  grew 
fo  violent,  that,  notwithllanding  the  dif- 
tance  there  appeared  to  be  between  him 
and  her,  he  reiblved  to  declare  his  love. 
After  having  confidered  f  a  great  while 
how  he  fliould  go  about  it,  he  could  think 
of  no  other  expedient  but  to  put  a  letter 
for  her  in  the  pocket  of  the  next  fuit  of 
cloaths  he  fliould  cany  her.  He  executed 
this  defign ;  and  exprefled  what  he  felt 
for  her  in  terms  fo  moving  and  fo  fub- 
miflive,  that  he  hoped,  if  (he  did  not  ac- 
cept of  his  heart,  at  leaft  flie  would  for- 
give his  raftmefs  in  offering  it. 

The  letter  had  all  the  effect  Schems- 
Eddin  could  wifh  for.  The  next  time 
he  appeared  before  his  lady,  inftead  of 
anger,  he  read  in  her  eyes  fomething  fo 
fweet,  that  he  had  much  ado  to  refrain 
from  throwing  himfelf  at  her  feet.  He 
prefented  her  with  her  cloaths ;  me  went 
out  to  try  them  ;  and  lent  them  back  to 
him  a  moment  afterwards,  with  word 
that  they  were  fomething  too  little. 

The  young  taylor,  who  well  knew 
that  the  cloaths  were  as  they  fliould  be, 
foon  imagined  that  this  was  only  a  feint 
to  convey  him  an  anfwer.  He  pulled  out 
hi*  fciflais  and  his  needle;  and,  pre- 
tending to  alter  what  was  amifs,  fearched 
the  pockets,  and  in  one  of  them  found  a 
letter,  which  he  dextroufly  put  up  ;  and 
then  returned  the  habit,  without  having 
made  the  leaft  alteration  in  it.  The  lady 
was  very  well  fatisfied  with  it,  and  came 
again  into  the  hall.  New  orders  were 
given  to  the  young  taylor;  he  was  re- 


condufted  as  ufual ;  and  the  moment  he 
was  got  home,  he  broke  open  the  letter, 
in  which  he  read  what  follows* 

'  T  Could  not,  amiable  Schems-Eddin, 
•  *  '.be  infenfible  to  your  paflion ;  you 
defcribe  it  in  colours  fo  iivtly,  and  fo 
natural,  that  I  mould  be  afraid  of  of- 
fending our  great  Prophet  if  I  repaid 
it  with  ingratitude.  I  love  you;  and 
do  not  blufli  to  confefs  it.  Eveiy  thing 
in  you  pleaies  me;  and  you  fliould 
quickly  be  happy  if  it  depended  upon 
me  alone  to  crown  your  love,  which  I 
believe  is  fmcereand  honourable.  But, 
dear  light  of  my  life,  what  tears  mult 
this  confeflion  coil  you,  when  you 
know  that  I  am  for  ever  fliut  up  in  a 
place  where  all  things  are  defigned  for 
the  pleafures  of  the  King  of  Aftracan, 
and  the  unfortunate  Zebd-El-caton* 
muft  never  hope  to  be  united  with  the 
tender  Schems-Eddin!1 

Tf  the  young  taylor  felt  an  infinite  deal 
of  joy  at  reading  of  this  letter,  that  ioy 
was  not  unmixed  with  grief.  Zebd-El- 
caton  was  -the  rineft  woman  in  all  Tar- 
tary  ;  but*h  was  impoffible  not  to  kno\v 
that  me  was  the  favourite  of  Alfalehf, 
King  of  Aftracan.  Schems-Eddin  was 
too  converfant  among  the  principal  per-* 
fons  in  the  city  not  to  have  heard  talk  of 
the  charms  of  that  young  lady,  and  her 
cruelty  towards  the  king.  As  that  prince 
was  above  fixty  years  old,  and  Zebd- 
El-caton  hardly  feventeen,  flie  did  not 
know  how  to  reconcile  herfelf  to  fexage- 
nary  fighs ;  and  the  King  of  Aftracan, 
who  loved  her  with  unparalleled  ardour 
and  delicacy,  being  unwilling  to  make 
ufe  of  the  authority  he  had  over  his  flave, 
waited  with  patience  till  his  unbounded 
complaifance  fliould  gain  him  the  fair- 
one's  heart. 

Schems-Eddin  too  plainly  faw  how 
impoflibie  it  was  to  carry  of?  Zebd-El- 
caton  from  his  king.  This  reflection 
threw  him  into  fuch  a  violent  defpair, 
that,  when  the  old  flave  came  to  fetch 
him  to  the  feraglio,  flie  found  him  lick 
a-bed  of  a  violent  fever.  She  ran  and 
told  this  news  to  the  three  ladies :  they 
were  very  much  alarmed  at  it;  and,1 
without  confidering  the  danger  to  which 
they  expofed  themfelves,  they  gained  over 
the  eunuchs  who  had  fuffered  the  young- 


*  This  name,  in  the  Perfun  tongue,  fignifies  the  Flower  of  Women. 
Alfaleh  lignifies,  in  Arabick,  the  Gwod  King. 
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taylor  to  vifit  them  fo  often  ;  and  by  this 

means  had  liberty  to  go  out  of  the  palace. 

Schems-Eddin,  who  was  refolved  to 

ufe  no  remedies  whereby  he  might  be 

cured,  was  in  the  greatest  furpri/e  to  fee 

thofe  tadieg  at  his  bed's  head.  He  did  his 

u:.moll  to  fliew  his  acknowledgment  of 

this  favour ;  when  the  eldeft  of  the  three, 

having  lifted  up  her  veil  for  the  fii  ft  time, 

fpoke  to  him  in  tliefe  words:    '  Yo;ir 

health,  chanuing  Scheras-Eddin,  is  fo 

dear  to  us,  that  we  venture  our  own 

lives  for  an  opportunity  of  trying  if 

there  is  no  way  to  lave  yours.     We 

beg  you  to  tell  us  the  caufe  of  your 

illnels;  and  perhaps  we  may  find  out 

'  Ibme  remedy  for  it.' 

The  young  taylor,  feized  with  refpect, 
and  touched  with  the  beauty  of  that 
lady,  who  telt  a  certain  emotion  /he  could 
not  account  for,  raifed  himfelf  up — 'Ah, 
*  Madam  !'  replied  he,  in  a  languifliir.g 
voice,  '  however  incurable  I  thought  my 
diftemper,  your  prefencc,  and  that  of 
tliefe  ladies,  have  poured  a  falutary 
balm  into  my  wounds.  Grief  alone 
was  the  illneis  which  would  have  given 
me  my  death  :  but,  iince  you  have  the 
good  nets  to  intereft  yourfelf  in  the  pi;e- 
lervationof  a  miferablt  wretch,  I  aban- 
don the  cruel  refolution  I  had  taken  j 
and  hope,  in  lefs  than  fix  days  time, 
I  /hall  be  able  to  deliver  t'ueie  two  la- 
dies the  cloaths  they  have  commanded 
me  to  make  for  them.'  Zebd-El- 
aton,  affefted  with  the  young  taylor's 
xtraordinary  paflion,  prefled  his  hand. 
If  that  is  poflible,'  laid  me,  '  without 
endangering  your  health,  pray  en- 
deavour, my  dear  Schems-Eddin,  to 
keep  your  word  witli  us;  you  cannot 
imagine  the  joy  it  will  be  to  me  in  par- 
ticular.' 

The  ladies  after  this  got  up;  and,  at- 
tended "by  the  eunuchs  who  had  conduct- 
ed them  quite  to  the  taylor's  houle,  re- 
turned to  the  palace. 

Schems-Eddi-A  palled  the  night  in  fo 

great  an  excels   of  pleai'ure,  that  by  the 

next  morning  lie  was  in  a  condition  to 

bigin  thecloarlis.  They  were  finilhed  at 

the  fix  days  end   as  he  prom i fed}  and 

i  woman,  who  often  came  lo  en- 

:  ftcr  his  health,  having  put  him 

hands  of  the  two  "blacks,   they 

carried  him  to  the  hall,  which,  at  the 

fight  of  him,  rcfoundcd  with  a  thoufand 

'. '..  \  joy. 

Schcins-Eddln  prefented  the  habits  to 


the  ladies.  They  viewed  them  over  an  J 
over;  and  found  them  of  a  fancy  fo  1'u- 
perior  to  thofe  which  he  had  made  be- 
fore, that  they  were  perfectly  charmed 
with  them.  To  add  to  thtir  magnifi- 
,  they  fent  for  a  caiket  full  of 
jewels,  and  ordered  him  to  chufe  fome 
out,  to  fix  upon  thofe  cloaths. 

The  young  taylor  obeyed  their  com- 
mands ;  and  was  fattening  the  li< 
the  charming  Zebd-El-caton  with  a  clafp 
of  diamonds,  when  on  a  fudden  the 
door  of  the  hail  burit  open,  and  a  man, 
in  whole  face  was  painted  the  height 
of  fury,  came  directly  towards  him  with 
his  fabre  in  his  hand.  Schems-Eddin 
foon  perceived  him  to  be  the  King  of 
Allracan,  and  now  looked  upon  his  death 
to  be  inevitable ;  but,  not  thinking  it  pro- 
per to  wait  for  the  effects  of  that  prince's 
revenge,  nor  to  abandon  to  his  fury  the 
three  ladies  to  whom  he  was  fo  much 
obliged,  he  immediately  feized  a  poignant 
fet  with  diamonds,  which  was  in  the 
calket,  and,  without  giving  the  king 
time  to  come  up,  darted  it  at  him  with 
fo  good  an  aim,  that  he  gave  him  a  deep 
wound,  which  felled  him  to  the  earth. 

Alialeh,  in  this  condition,  had  not 
ftrength  enough  to  get  up.  He  called  for 
help;  and  twelve  black  eunuchs  running 
in  at  his  voice,  he  commanded  them  to. 
feize  Schems-Eddin,  as  likewife  the  three 
ladies  and  the  two  black  Haves  5  to  ftrip> 
them  to  the  waift,  and  to  cut  them  to 
pieces  with  their  fabres. 

While  the  king  was  laid  upon  n  fopha, 
and  his  furgeon  fent  for,  the  cruel  orders 
he  had  given  were  in  part  executed.  They 
had  now  ftripped  all  the  criminals,  who 
were  juft  ready  to  undergo  that  cruel  fen- 
tence  ;  when  the  eldeft  of  the  three  ladies, 
having  by  chance  call  her  eyes  upon  the 
young  Schems-Eddin,  and  efpied  the 
mark  of  a  pomegranate  which  he  had 
beneath  the  right-pap—'  Ah,  my  lord!' 
cries  fhe,  throwing  herfelf  at  Alfaleh's 
feet,  *  fufpend,  Ibefeechyou,  for  a  mo - 
'  ment,  your  juft  anger !  I  alone  am 
'  guilty :  the  unfortunate  Sutchoume 
'  your  daughter,  Zebd-El-caton,  and 
'  (he  young  man,  arc  innocent.  But 
'  Deftiny  is  not  to  be  avoided;  and, not - 
'  withftanding  all  the  precaution  you  have 
'  taken  to  efcape  the  prediction  of  the 
4  aftrologer,  behold  that  predict  ion  at 
'  length  accomplilhed  by  the  unavoid- 
'  able  difpcniation  of  Provident  e  !' 

The  king,  furprized  at  this  difcourfi-, 
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lufcd  his  eurruchs  to  retire ;  and,  after 
wing  ordered  the  ladies  and  the  taylor 
to  cover  themlUvcs,  he  co:njnr.:v  led  her 
who  had  juft  now  i'poke  to  explain  that 
enigma,  which  he  was  at  a  lois  to  un- 
(Urlhuid.  Tliis  lady  olx-yod  the  king's 

irida;  anddciivercdherleli'  in 
ternis. 


THE    HISTORY    OF    THE    SULTANA 
DUGME. 

•yOU  may,  my  lord,  remember  that, 
^  at  the  time  when  I  had  the  hap- 
ptneis  to  pleaie  you,  upon  your  confult- 
ing  the  famous  Abdclmclek  upon  my 
pregnancy,  that  alh'ologer  told  you  I 
mould  bring  forth  a  fon  who  mould  give 
you  your  death,  and  be  the  cauie  of  his 
too,  if  the  child  were  not  killed  as  foon 
as  born.  As  Alxlelmelek's  predictions 
always  came  true,  this  gave  you  abund- 
ance of  uneafmefs ;  and,  to  prevent  the 
misfortune  you  were  threatened  with, 
you  hail  me  watched  with  the  utmoft 
ftrictnefs.  In  vain  I  represented  to  you 
the  little  credit  that  is  to  be  given  to  a 
fcience  ib  uncertain  as  aftrology  ;  you 
relblvcd  to  be  prefent  at  my  labour,  to 
hinder  any  deceit  on  my  iulc.  My  tears 
had  no  meSt  upon  you ;  you  were  in- 
exorable: I  could  uot^dilTiade  you  from 
the  cruel  refolution  you  had  taken  to 
filed  your  own  blood  ;  and  I  almoit  died 
away  with  grief  and  terror  at  feeing  you 
enter  my  chamber  with  Abdelmek-k,  at 
the  moment  when  you  were  a  flu  red  I 
was  juft  ready  to  be  brought  to -bed. 
But,  my  lord,  you  cannot  have  forgot 
that  I  parted  from  the  moft  violent  un- 
eafmefs to  the  molt  excefTive  joy,  when, 
m  (lead  of  a  boy,  I  brought  into  the  world 
the  unfortunate  Sutchoume :  then  you 
looked  upon  Abdelmelek  with  indigna- 
tion. '  Ignorant  or  wicked  aftrologcr,1 
laid  you  to  him,  your  eyes  enflamed  with 
anger,  '  I  fhall  teach  thee  to  mock  thy 

*  king  in  this  manner !  Thy  malice  had 

*  like  to  have  colt  my  dear  Dugme  her 

*  life:  but  I  will  foon  p'.inifh  rm  i 

'  fubjecT:  for  his  temerity!1  Upon  this, 
Abdelmelek,  (continued  the  fultana) 
threw  htmielf  at  your  feet:  '  My  lord,1 
laid  he,  '  do  not  begin  with  me  to  fulfil 

*  a  prediction  which  will  prove  but  too 
'  true.     Have  but  a  moment's  patience, 
'  and  you  mail  find  that  my  fcience  is 


*  not  ill-grounded.'  You  did  not  give 
the  auTologer  time  to  firalh  what  he  had 
to  lay;  you  >  head  from  his 

body  at  one  blow  of  your  lab  re,  and  went 
out  of  the  room,  after  having  lent  away 
the  daughter  I  had  brought  forth. 

You  could  fcarce,  my  lord,  be  got  into 
your  own  apartment,  when  I  felt  nevr 
pains.  The  woman  who  had  aililfed 
me  in  my  ruir,  came  to  me.  She  found 
I  was  going  to  bring  forth  another  child: 
f!u  lent  every  body  out  of  my  chamber 
upon  different  pretences,  and  a  moment 
afterwards  I  bi ought  forth  a  fbn,  beau- 
teous as  the  light.  Nature,  which  had 
formed  nothing  ib  compleat,  would  not 
give  me  leave  to  facrifice  him  to  you. 
My  bowels  rebelled  again  ft  the  cruelty 
which  I  acculed  you  of  in  my  foul;  I  put 
my  ion,  with  jewels  to  a  considerable  va- 
lue, into  the  hands  of  the  midwife,  and 
begged  her  to  go  immediately  to  look  a 
nurle  for  it  fomewhere  out  of  Aftracan. 

Being  now  no  longer  watched,  it  was 
eafy  for  that  woman  to  carry  out  my 
Ion;  and  I  impatiently  expected  her  rt- 
turn,  that  I  might  hear  what  was  be- 
come of  him;  when  four  days  being  pa!t 
without  feeing  any  thing  of  her,  I  was 
at  laft  told,  to  my  unfpeakabie  grief,  that 
me  was.  murdered  a  few  leagues  from 
Aftracan.  Thrre  was  no  mention  made 
of  any  child's  being  found  with  her, 
and  that  g;:.vc  me  fome  comfort :  but  not-' 
withlhar.ding  all  the  fecret  fearch  I  have 
made  C\YI-  '.;..<;:  ; hat  time  to  find  out  what 
was  beccme  of  my  fon,  I  have 
been  able  to  learn  any  news  of  him;  and 
I  looked  upon  him  as  irrecoverably  loft, 
when  at  this  moment,  my  lord,  I  know 
him  in  that  young  man,  by  the  pome- 
rr.inate  upon  his  hreaft,  as  upon  that  of 
Sutchoume  his  twin-lifter.  It  was  -un*- 
doubtedly  natural  iympathy  (continued 
Dugme)  that  acted  in  me,  when  pairing 
with  your  majefty  by  Kourban's  mop, 
about  two  months  ago,  I  of  a  Hidden 
felt  for  that  young  taylcr  an  extreme  ten- 
dernei'*,  which  had  nothing  in  it  th.it 
was  criminal,  and  of  which  I  knew  not 
the  lecret  caufe.  It  is  me  alone,  my 
lord,  that,  under  the  .pretence  of  employ- 
ing him  to  the  'or  inv  daugh- 
ter, and  the  beautiful  .Zebd-Ei-o&Wn) 
coirnpted  your  eunuchs  to  convey  him 
into  the  palace;  }-u;v.;h  tlierefoiv,  in  me, 
the  only  iiiitruiJic.il  of  all  your  misfor- 
tune*, 


THE 
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THE    HISTORY     OF     SCHEMS-EDDIN 
CONTINUED. 

THE  King  of  Aftracanwas  ftrangely 
fin-prized  at  this  itory ;  and  though 
the  melancholy  Hate  he  was  in  mould 
have  made  him  think  of  nothing  but  re- 
venge, he  gave  orders  to  fend  immedi- 
att'y  tor  die  taylor -and  his  wife,  who 
pafied  for  the  father  and  mother  of 
Schems-Eddin.  While  they  were  gone 
for,  t::e  furgeon  drefled  the  king's  v\  ound ; 
and  it  was  not  without  inconceivable  aii- 
guiih,  that  Schems-Eddin  read  in  the 
furgeon's  eyes,  that  his  life  was  ii.  J:in- 
ger. 

The  taylor  and  his  wife  cnme  at  laft. 
They  confelL-d  that  the  young  man  was 
none  of  their  fan;  that  he  was  brought 
to  them  about  eighteen  years  before,  by 
a  folitary  dervis,  who  told  them  he  found 
him  Hark-naked  in  his  little  hut,  at  his 
return  from  angling  in  the  River  Volga, 
and  that  the  good  old  man  died  fuddenly 
three  months  afterwards,  without  having 
been  able  to  give  them  any  farther  infor- 
mation. 

The  day  on  which  Schems-Eddin  had 
been  carried  to  Kourban,  agreed  exactly 
with  that  of  Sutchoume's  birth,  and  the 
pomegranate  upon  his  bread  was  in  the 
fame  place  as  upon  his  twin -filter;  which 
entirely  convincing  the  king  he  was  his 
fon,  he  caufed  him  to  come  near,  embraced 
him  affectionately,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  covered  with  a  fumptuotis  robe. 

If  on  one  iide  Schems-Eddin  rejoiced 

•at  the  noblenefs  of  his  birth,  on  the  other 

his.  foul  was  full  of  the  fharpeft  affli&on. 

He  threw  himfelf  at  Alfaleh's  feet :  '  My 

lord,'  faid  he,  melting  into  tears,  '  I 

wait  impatiently  for  death  ;  I  cannot 

look  upon  mylelf  without  horror,  after 

what  my  hand  has  done:  purge  the 

world  or  fuch  a  monfter  as  I  am.  This 

is  the  greateft  and  only  favour  you  can 

ihew  to  a  fon  fo  guilty  as  me/—'  No, 

no,  my  dear  Schems-Eddin,'  replied 

the  king,  embracing  him  afrt-fh,  '  my 

death  is   not  owing  to  any  guilt  of 

your's:  what  is  written  upon  theTable 

of  Light  *  can  never  be  avoided.  Live, 

I  command   you;   and  aflemble  this 

moment  my  vi?irs  and  all  the  emirs  of 

Aftracan:  I  will  in  their  presence  ac- 


4  knowledge  you  for  my  fon  and  for  my 
'  fticceflbr.' 

Schems-Eddin  having  a  thorough  fenfe 
of  the  goodnefs  of  the  king  his  father, 
embraced  his  kr.ees  with  refpeft,  and 
made  but  very  little  halte  to  execute,  his 
orders.  B..t  the  Sultana Dugme  having 
immediately  fent  out  his  commands  by 
the  twelve  black  flaves,  the  king's  cham- 
ber was  Ibon  filled  with  the  principal 
perfons  of  the  court. 

That  prince  was  laid  upon  his  fopha : 
Tiie  Angel  of  Death  is  not  far  from 
me,'  faid  he  to  them ;  '  ami  I  find  I  fhall 
quickly  deep  under  the  wing  of  the 
mercy  of  the  Almighty.     Behold,  vi- 
zirs,' continued  he  with  a  feeble  voice; 
behold  your  mailer,'  (hewing  them  the 
'oung  Schems-Eddin:  '  this  is  my  fon 
by  the  Sultana  Dv.gmej  I  command 
you  to  look  upon  him  as  your  king.' 
•The  vizics  and  emirs  were  mightily 
aftoniihed  at  the  approaching  death  of 
Alfaleh :  they  were  likewife  ignorant  that 
the  king  had  ever  had  a  fon ;  but  the  ful- 
tana  having  i:i  few  words  related  to  them 
the  hiftory  of  the  young  taylor,  they  all 
proftrated  themfelves  with  their  faces  to 
the  ground,  and  fwore  by  their  heads  to 
obey  him  till  death. 

This  ceremony  was  hardly  over,  when 
the  king  made  the  fultana,  Sutchoume, 
and  Ztbd-El-caton,  draw  near  to  his  fo- 
pha. '  My  dear  Dugme,'  faid  he  lo  the 
firft,  '  I  am  too  fenfible  of  the  in-ultice  I 
did  your  charms  in  loving  the  beauteous 
Zebd-El-caton,  who  never  rewarded 
my  paifion  with  any  thing  but  ingrati- 
tude ;  you  did  not  deferve  this  infide- 
lity from  me:  I  die  with  extreme  regret 
for  having  broken  the  oaths  I  fo  often 
made  to  be  always  yours.' — '  Ah,  my 
lord,'  replied  Dugme,  medding  picnte* 
ous  tears,  '  whatever  tendernefs  I  felt  for 
your  maielly,  I  never  wifhed  to  con- 
troul  you  in  your  pleafures.  I  loved 
you,  my  lord,  for  yourftlf ;  and  you 
never  knew  me  behold  with  an  eye  of 
envy  your  new  affection  for  Zebd-El- 
caton.  Whatever  grief  the  lofs  of  your 
heait  was  to  me,  your  being  contented 
•was  enough  to  keep  me  from  murmur- 
ing at  your  fovereign  will.' 
The  king's  love  tor  the  fultana  re- 
doubled at  this  moment.  He  embraced 
her  tenderly  :  '  I  will  give  you  proof,  my 


*  The  Orientals  believe,  that  every  thing  which  has  or  is  to  happen  to  the  end  of  the 
%ror!c),  is  written  upon  a  Table  of  Lijht  with  a  pen  of  fire  5  and  this  writing  they  call  the 
inevitable  Piedeft'mation. 

'  dear 


TARTARIAN    TALES. 


II 


dear  Dugme,'  faid  he, '  of  the  truth  of 
what  I  fay :  the  charming  Zebd-El- 
caton  no  longer  touches  me;  and,  to 
give  you   an  undoubted  mark  of  it, 
I  conjure  her  in  your  prefence  to  give 
her  hand  to  the  prince  my  fon.  As  i°r 
Sutchoume,    the    vizir   Benbukar— ' 
The  King  of  Aftracan  could  not  any  fur- 
ther explain  his  pleafure  with  regard  to  his 
daughter.  He  died  in  the  arms  of  the  ful  - 
tana,  with  thei'e  laft  words  in  his  mouth. 
It  is  impoflible  to  paint  the  delpair  of 
Schems-Eddin.    They  had  much  ado  to 
keep  him  from  attempting  his  own  life. 
His  mother,  his  filter,    and   Zebd-El- 
caton,  did  not  leave  him  a  moment;  the 
laft  particularly,  being  delivered  fr.oin  a 
king  whofe  troublelome,  though  relpecl- 
ful  love,  had  more  than  once  made  her 
tremble,  ufecl  all  her  endeavours  to  difpel 
Schems-Eddin's  fbrrow.   But,  infeniible 
to  all  the  honours  that  were  done  to  him, 
he  fell  into  ib  profound  a  melancholy, 
that  his  lite  was  feared. 

Publick.  prayers  were  ordered  in  the 
mofques  of  Aftracan.  They  in  fome 
meaiure  appealed  the  wrath  of  the  great 
prophet  againft  the  new  king.  He  found 
his  mind  more  at  peace  in  a  few  months: 
and,  after  having  nobly  rewarded  the  tay- 
lor  and  his  wife  for  the  kindneis  they  had 
always  (hewn him,  he-married  Sutchoume 
to  the  vizir  Benbukar,  which  was  what 
he  thought  the  king  his  father  meant  by 
his  laft  words,  and  publickly  efpouied 
Zebd-El-caton  himfdf. 

The  prince  Ipent  almoft  five  months 
with  his  dear  wife  in  the  moft  perfect  fe- 
Jicity.  The  days  in  her  company  fcemed 
no  more  than  moments ;  but  this  happi- 
pefs  was  all  of  a  ludden  interrupted  by 
frightful  dreams,  which  continually  re- 
prefented  to  his  thoughts  his  bleeding  fa- 
ther. Zebd-El-caton  to  no  purpofe  en- 
deavoured, by  the  moft  endearing  beha- 


viour, to  efface  from  her  humand'smind 
the  dark  ideas  with  which  it  was  filled. 
He  was,  nice/Tandy  torn  with  remorfe  for 
the  murder  he  had  committed,  and  could 
think  of  no  other  way  to  put  an  end  to  it 
than  by  taking  a  journey  to  Mecca. 

Zebd-El-caton,  unwilling  to  part  with 
the  king,  begged  that  he  would  permit 
her  to  go  with  him ;  Schems-Eddin  be- 
ing unable  to  reful'e  her  that  iatisfa&ion, 
left  his  brother-in-law,  the  vizir  Ben- 
bukar, regent  in  his  abience,  recom- 
mended his  mother  and  lifter  to  his  care 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  let  out  from 
Aftracan. 

After  a  tedious  journey,  in  which  the 
king  and  his  wife  underwent  a  thouiand 
fatigues, they  at  length  arrived  atMecca.  *. 
There  Schems-Eddin  walked  feven  times 
round  the  temple  5  and,  after  having  pu- 
rified himlelf  with  the  water  of  the  well 
called  Zemzem,  he  went  in  the  evening 
to  Mount  Arafat,  where  he  can  led  two 
hundred  iheepto  be  flain,  which  he  diftri- 
buted  among  the  poor.  From  thence  he 
took  the  road  to  Medina,  and  performed 
his  devotions  in  t,.e  moft  holy  molquet 
and  afterwards,  having  offered  a  prcient 
of  forty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  as  lie 
had  done  at  Mecca,  he  joined  the  cara- 
van, and  travelled  towardsGrand  Cairo -f, 
where  they  arrived  without  meeting  with. 
any  accident. 

Schems-Eddin  no  longer  felt  the  cruel 
agitations  which  fo  often  interrupted  his 
(lumbers.  He  began  to  enjoy  an  undif- 
turbed  happinefs,  and  prepared  to  begin 
his  journey  towards  his  own  kingdom, 
when  the  beauteous  Zebd-El-caton  was 
attacked  with  a  violent  fever.  This  un- 
lucky accident  hindered  her  from  fetting 
out  with  the  caravan,  which  could  not 
defer  it's  journey;  but  he  foon  had  juft 
rcafon  to  be  alarmed,  when  the  diftemper 
of  his  beloved  wife  increafed  to  fuch  a  de- 


*  Mecca,  a  city  of  Arabia  Felix,  one  day's  journey  from  the  Red  Sea,  is  the  place  of 
Mahomet's  birth.  There  is  in  that  city  a  magnificent  mofque  very  much  frequented  by 
the  Turks,  who  flock  thither  from  all  parts  in  pilgrimage.  Here  is  a  well  ca'ieo  Zemzem, 
which  is  thought  to  be  Abraham's  Weli,  whofe  waier  is  fait,  ami  which  they  imagine  very 
efficacious  for  expiating  the  moft  enormous  fins  by  waftiing  in  it,  Afterwards  they  go  to 
Mount  Arafat  to  facrifice  fome  ftieep,  which  they  diftribute  to  the  poor  ;  and  from  thence 
generally  pafs  on  to  Medina,  where  ftands  the  tomb  of  their  prophet.  It  is  but  four  days 
journey  from  Mecca  to  Medina. 

•f-  Grand  Cairo  is  fituated  upon  the  confines  of  Higher  and  Lower  Egypt,  and  almoft  in 
the  middle  of  the  kingdom,  about  two  thoufand  paces,  or  thereabouts,  from  the  Nile.  It's 
great  trade  attract ,  thither  all  forts  of  nations.  It  is  about  the  month  of  October  that  the 
caravans,  which  aflemble  at  Cairo,  fet  out  fur  Mecca;  and  the  number  of  the  pilgrims  is 
fometimes  fo  great  as  to  amount  to  forty  thoufand.  There  is  no  good  MuiTulman  but  what 
once  in  his  life  makes  u  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  Medina,  or  fends  fomebody  in  his 
ftead. 

grce, 
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gree,  that  her  life  was  defpaired  of.  That 
princefs  was  almo  s  infeniible, 

and  recovered  for  fome  moments  the  ufe 
of  her  fpeech,  only  to  pierce  Schems- 
Eddin's  heart  witii  the  moil  en... 
fi&jco. 

'  I  niuft  leave  you,  my  dear  hufband/ 
faid  (he  to  him,  embracing  him  with  ex- 
treme tendernefs; '  and  I  conceive  before- 
hand all  the  horror  of  fuch  a  fepara-' 
tion.  But  you  mull  be  patient  under  the 
lofs  of  me- .     Yon  are  decreed  for  ftill 
greater  misfortunes.      .•  ir.g  I 

give  you  from  the  great  prophet,  who 
appeared  to  me  fome  ho;:rs  ago.    "It 
is  good,"  laid  he  to  me,  "  tlui'.  princes 
'  mould  fuffer  Ibme  trials.    Adverfity 
"  purifies  their  virtue)  and  they  govern 
"  the  better  for  it.     Schems-Eddin  mail 
"  qui  -kly  be  convinced  of  this  truth :  bid 
"  him,  from  me,  begin  to  prepare  him- 
"  felf  for  it."     This,'  continued  Zebd- 
Ei-cato:i,  pouring  fotth  tears  in  abun- 
dance, '  this  is  the  meffage  I  have  tode- 
'  liver  to  you  :  iVmmon  up  all  your  rea- 
'  fon,"  that  you  may  <iot  murmur  at  the 
'  orders  of  1'  Adieu,  my 

'  dear  Schems***'  The  pri net-is  had 
not  time  to  conclude;  the  angel  which 
waited  for  her  foul  cut  fnort  her  fpeecli. 

Never  was  defpair  equal  to  that  of  the 
King  of  Altrac  an.  He  could  not  be  re- 
moved from  the  body  of  his  fpoufe.  He 
was  inconfblabk  for  the  lofs  of  her;  and 
knew  no  other  remedy  than  immediately 
to  have  a  large  box  made  of  cinnamon- 
wood,  open  only  at  the  t.p  towards  the 
head;  in  this  he  put  the  body  of  Zebd- 
F.l-caton,  and  adorned  it  with  a  great 
number  of  jewels;  then  with  his  guard, 
which  was  about  five  hundred  men,  he 
endeavoured  to  overtake  the  caravan, 
was  gone  but  fome  days  tourney 
him,  intending,  fo  foon  as  he  fhould 
come  up  with  it,  to  have  the  corpfe  of 

wife  embalmed. 

The  prince  had  not  been  two  days 
upon  his  march,  when  he  wasfurrc:;.. 
by  almoft  two  thoufand  Bedouins*.   He 
made  an  incredible'refiftance;  "but  all  his 
;•«  being  cut  in  pieces,  without  ex- 
oi!?,  he  himfelf  fell  among  the 
number  of  the  dead. 

The  Bedouins,  after  their  victory,  fell 
to  Gripping  their  enemies.     They  took 


every  thing  they  could  find,  and  did  rot 

forget  the  bier  adorned  with 

which  was  the  body  of  Zebd-El-catcn. 

Schems-Eddin,  who  defended  him- 
felf like  a  lion,  had  however  received  ne. 
ver  a  wound  that  was  mortal ;  and  : 
not  fo  much  the  quantity  of  blood  : 
loft,  as  his  Being  quite  tired  out,  t'.. 
the  occafion  of  his  falling  among  the 
dead.  When  he  had  recovered  his 
lenfeS;  he  was  furprized  to  fr.-.d  himfelf 
alone,  and  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  men, 
among  whom  there  was  not  one  that  had 
the  leati  %ns  of  life-.  Wl.'ut  a  fai! 
tacle  was  this  for  the  king!  He  got  up 
as  well  ?.s  he  was  able  ;  and,  not  forget- 
ing  his  denr  fpouie,  he  ran  all  over  the 
field  of  battle,  to  fee  if  the  robbers,  af- 
ter having  taken  away  the  jewels,  might 
not  have  left  the  box  in  which  was  the 
corpfe  of  Zebd-El-caton.  His  feu  re  h 
was  all  in  in  vain.  He  almoft  died  with 
grief  at  this  new  lofs :  brt  at  length, 
leaving  a  place  which  had  been  fo  fatal  to 
him,  after  having  travelled  an  hourwith- 
out  knowing  whither  he  wcrt.  lie  came 
near  to  a  little  village;  entering  into 
which  he  met  an  iman*,  who  at  firft 
was  frightened  to  fee  a  man  quiie  nak- 
ed, and  all  covered  with  blood ;  but 
Schems-Eddin  having,  without  making 
himfelf  known  to  him,  informed  him 
that  he  was  the  only  one  of  his  company 
that  had  efcaped  the  cruelty  of  the  Be- 
douins, the  iman  took  pity  on  i'im,  car- 
ried him  home  to  his  ho;;fe,  cured  his 
wounds,  and  having  afterwards  given 
him  Ibme  pieces  of  money,  the  prince 
with  them  retook  the  way  to  his  own 
kingdom. 

After  a  long  and  painful   ;<v. 
which  Schems-Eddin    travelled    fome- 
times  alone,  and   fometimes  with  little 
cai;:v;ms  which  affirtcd  him  in  hisnecef- 
fitieS  he  at  lejigth  readied  avail  cham- 
paign countiy,  which  was  about  half  a 
league  from  Aftracan.     Th 
a  nephew  of  the  vizir   hk  brother-in- 
law,  with. a  pretty  numerous  tr:;;:: . 
naming  to  him  withe-  -— '  Ke- 

'  ceive,'  laid  he,  '  ."'anin,  re- 

'  ceive  the  unhappy  Se 
'  prcifcd   with   the  moil  cruel  n: 
'  tunes;  and  wlio  for  ulrr.i .it  lliriv1  years 
*  has  been  cxpofed  to  fuch  mii'e:  L, 


*  The  Bedouins  are  Arabian  robbers,  who  keep  together  in  great  nnmbers.  and  endea- 

furprize  the  caravans,  in  order  to  pillage  them. 

f  The  irnans  celebrate  fervice  in  the  m*f<jue$.     Their  functions  are  much  like  thofe  of 
eur  curates. 

*  woukt 


'  would  ftrike  you  with  horror  but  to 
*  hear  them.'  Zemin  was  furprized  at 
the  fight  of  his  king;  though  the  fatigues 
of"  the  journey,  the  hardlhips  he  had  un- 
dergone, and  the  meannefs  of  his  habit, 
had  altered  him  extremely,  yet  he  could 
not  help  knowing  him  again.  He  pro- 
ilrated  himfelf  before  him  with  all  the 
appearances  of  the  fincereft  relpecl: ;  and 
taking  off  his  own  robe,  he  covered  the 
prince  with  it,  and  conducted  him  to  the 
palace  through  the  moft  private  ftreets  : 
but  what  was  the  amazement  of  Schems- 
Eddin,  at  his  entrance  there,  to  fee  him- 
felf loaded  with  chains  by  the  fame  55e- 
min  who  had  but  now  been  loading  him 
with  compliments!  Then  he  learned, 
to  his  inexpreffible  grief,  that  his  cruel 
brother-in-law  Benbukar,  after  having 
himfelf  ftrangled  his  wife  and  the  Sul- 
tana Dugme,  had  feized  the  kingdom, 
mannered  all  his  faithful  fubjecls,  and 
thofe  who  oppofed  his  ufurpation;  and 
that  he  himfelf  muft  fhortly  expect  the 
fame  fate. 

Schems-Eddin  grew  motionlefs  at 
this  news.  At  firft  he  gave  himfelf  up  to 
fury  and  rage;  but  prefently  recalling  to 
mind  the  laft  words  of  Zebd-El-calon, 
he  refigned  himfelf  that  moment  to  the 
will  of  the.  Almighty.  *  God,'  faid  he, 
is  great ;  he  is  juit.  I  am  not  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  punifhed  for  my  crimes ;  but 
what  had  my  mother  and  my  fitter 
done,  to  come  to  fo  tragical  an  end  ? 
Their  death,  I  hope,  will  not  be  long 
unpunished.' 
The  prince  had  not  ended  thefe  words, 
when  the  ufurper,  followed  by  four  ruf- 
fians, entered  the  room.  His  prefence 
ftartled  Schems-Eddin :  '  Ah,  barba- 
'  rous  vizir  P  cried  he,  the  moment  he 
faw  him,  '  art  thou  come  to  fill  up  the 
meafure  of  thy  guilt?  Cannot  the 
blood  of  thy  wife  and  my  mother, 
which  already  riles  up  againft  thee,  al- 
fuage  thy  fury.  Behold  my  head! 
flrike!  But  remember,  the  day  will 
come  when  I  mall  accufe  thee  of  thefe 
enormous  crimes  before  the  tribunal  of 
the  great  God;  and  that,  when  the 
angels  mall  give  testimony  of  the  truth, 
all  this  mighty  power  of  thine,  beneath 
which  my  fubje&s  groan  and  tremble, 
fhall  not  then  preferve  thee  from  being 
condemned,  and  feverely  punifhed  for 
thy  execrable  parricide!' 
Thefe  (harp  reproaches  quite  con- 
founded the  ufurper;  he  had  not  ftrength 
enough  now  to  command  thedeathof  his 
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lawful  king;  his  menaces  terrified  himj 
he  thought  he  already  faw  the  hand  of 
God  lifted  over  his  head  ;  he  contented 
himfelf  only  to  put  Schems-Eddin  out 
of  a  condition  ever  to  re-afcend  the 
throne ;  he  caufed  a  red-hot  iron  to  be 
rubbed  over  his  eyes,  which  deprived 
him  of  light,  and  afterwards  lent  him 
into  a  deep  dungeon. 

There  was  not  a  clay  pafTed  wherein 
the  King  of  Aftracan,  though  opprefTed 
with  miieries,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
molt  bitter  affliction,  did  not  pay  refpeft 
to  the  decrees  of  Providence,  and  return 
thanks  to  God  for  having  punifhed  him 
Ib  gently  tor  his  crimes.  But  one  night, 
when  grief  had  for  fome  moments  given 
way  to  lleep,  he  thought  he  faw  in  a 
dream  the  great  Prophet,  with  Zebd- 
EUcaton ,  in  his  hand,  alluring  him  of 
the  change  of  his  condition,  and  pro- 
mifing  he  fliouldone  day  enjoy  a  perfect 
happinefs  with  his  fpoui'e. 

Schems-Eddin  ftarted  up  and  waked ; 
but  this  dream  feemed  to  him  fo  extraor- 
dinary, and  to  have  fo  little  foundation, 
that  he  gave  very  little  heed  to  it ;  it  even 
added  to  his  forrow :  but  yet  it  was  not 
long  before  he  felt  the  effects  of  one  part 
of  this  prediction. 

One  morning,  as  the  prince  was  per- 
forming his  devotions  proftrate  upon  the 
earth,  he  heard  the  doors  of  his  prifon 
open  with   a  great  noife.      Imagining 
that  fomebody  was  fent.  to  dilpatch  him, 
he  did  not  alter  his  polhire,  but  wailed 
the  blow  with  intrepidity;  when  two  of 
his  former  vizirs,  whofs  zeal  and  virtue 
were  fuihciently  known  TO  him,  threw 
themlelves  at  his  feet.     '  My  lord,'  faid 
one  of  them,  embracing  his  knees,  '  do 
you   not  remember  the  voice  of  Mu- 
tamhid  and  Cuberghe,   your  faithful 
(laves  ?       The   ungrateful   vizir,    on 
whom  you   had  heaped  fo  many  fa- 
vours, together  with  the  traitor  Zemin, 
have  juft  now  met  with  their  deaths  by 
our  hands.      The   people,   tired  out 
with  his  cruelties,  rejoice  exceedingly 
at  his  death.     They  knew  nothing  of 
your  return,   which  we  took  care  to 
inform  them  of;  having  pretended  to 
be  of  Benbukar' s  party  only  that  ws 
might  in  time  be  able  topulh  him  from 
the  throne  he  had  fo  bafdy  and  cruelly 
ufuroed.     Come  then,  my  lord,  and 
once  more  fill  it;  fir.ce  all  your  iub- 
je£ts  call  for  their  lawful  foveieign  with 
the  ufrnofi:  impatience.' 
Scheras    Eddin    praifed    God,    and 
C  thanked 


TARTARIAN    TALES. 


^hanked  the  vizirs  for  their  zeal.   '  But 

,  how  my  wife  friends,'  fnkl  he, '  would 

4  you  have  me  remount  the  throne?     Is 

f  fuch  an  unhappy  prince  as  me  in  a  con- 

t  dition  to  govern  you?    No,  no,  vizirs; 

t  chufe  from  among  you  a  man  that 

may  be  more  capable  of  fuch  a  charge, 

t  and  leave  me  to  mourn  in  lecret  for  all 

n-.y    misfortunes.1 — '  Ah!    my  lord,' 

Replied  Mutamhid,  '  your  contempt  of 

greatnefs  is  a  lure  fign  that  none  is  more 

worthy  to  govern  than  yourielf.     We 

'  conjure  you  not  to  reject  our  entreaties ; 

we  are  ready  to  facrifice  our  lives  and 

"  fortunes  to  defend  you  xipon  a  throne 

'  which  you  have  already  fo  worthily 

«  filled.' 

The  King  of  Aftracan,  moved  by  thefe 
words,  which  fliewed  fo  much  affection 
and  loyalty,  put  himfelf  into-  the  hands 
of  his  two  vizirs.  They  conducted  him 
to  the  baths  of  the  palace;  and,  after  hav- 
ing cloathed  him  in  a  robe  of  ftate,  pre- 
fented  him  to  the  people,  who  teftined, 
by  a  thoufand  mouts  of  joy,  how  impa- 
tient they  had  been  to  fee  him  again  up- 
on the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 

Whatever  fatisfaction  Schems-Eddin 
took  in  hearing  the  love  his  fubjects  had 
for  him,  he  continually  wept  in  fecret 
for  the  lofs  of  his  dear  Zebd-El-caton, 
and  the  privation  of  his  fight.  In  vain 
the  moft  fkilful  phyficians  and  furgeons 
in  Aftracan  tried  all  their  art  upon  him . 
They  agreed,  at  laft,  that  there  was  not 
the  leaft  hopes  that  he  would  ever  fee 
again  the  light  of  the  fun.  There  was 
one  of  them  only,  who  told  the  king  he 
remembered  he  had  formerly  read  in  an 
old  Arabian  manufcript,  that  there  was 
in  the  ifland  of  Serendib*  a  bird  which 
might  reftore  him  to  fight ;  but  that,  be- 
fides  the  difficulties  there  were  in  finding 
and  coming  near  it,  he  would  not  war- 
rant the  manufcript  to  be  infallible. 

*  The  bird,'    continued  the  phyfician, 

*  is  upon  the  top  of  a  very  high  tree,  all 
'  the  leaves  of  which  are  as  hard  as  iron, 

*  and  as  fliarp  as  razors.     Some  woman 
'  muii,  in  order  to  reftore  to  fight  her 
'  blind  hufband,  undertake  to  climb  up 

*  this  tree  from  branch  to  branch.     If 


'  her  affection  for  her  huftand  never  ftrf-" 
'  fered  any  alteration,  the  leaves  will 
'  foften  to  her  touch,  and  Ihe  will  eafily 
'  climb  to  the  top,  and  draw,  in  a  golden 
'  veflel  which  hangs  at  the  bird's  neck, 
'  a  liquor  white  as  milk,  which  diltils 
'  perpetually  from  his  bill.  This  H- 
'  quor  the  Arabian  manufcript  affirms 
'  to  be  ibvereign  for  reftoring  fight  to 
'  thole  who  have  been  deprived  of  it  by 
'  any  accident  whatfcever;  nay,  to  give 
it  even  to  thofe  who  were  born  blind. 
'  After  having  received  this  divine  li- 
'  quor,  me  mail  come  down  from  the 
'  tree  as  eafily  as  me  climbed  up:  but 
'  if  the  woman  who  ventures  to  fetch 
'-  this  marvellous  juice  has  ever  had  the 
'  leaft  thought  contrary  to  the  purity  of 
'  marriage,  or  has  ceaied  one  moment  to 
'  have  an  entire  love  for  her  hufband, 
'  fne  muft  expect:  nothing  from  her  ram 

*  enterprize   but  certain   death.      The 
'  leaves,  indeed,  will  grow  foft  to  let  her 
'  climb  to  the  top  of  the  tree;  but  when 
'  me  is  to  come  down  they  will  refunie 

*  their  edge,  and  the  woman,   falling 
'  from  bough  to  bough,  mall  be  hacked 
'  into  a  thouland  pieces.     I  believe,  my 
'  lord,'  continued  Abubeker,  f  that  this 

*  tree,  if  it  is  certainly  in  being,  is  Hill 

*  a  virgin  and  untouched,  and  that  no 

*  woman  hitherto  has  offered  to  fetch  a 

*  liquor  which  is  to  be  acquired  with  fo 

*  much  trouble  and  danger.' 

Schems-Eddin  liftened  to  this  ftory 
with  admiration.  '  It  is  not  impoffible,* 
faid  he,  '  but  that  fuch  a  woman  may 

*  be  found  in  this  city,  though  fuch  wo- 
'  men  are  very  rare  j  we  muft  try  if  we 
'  cannot  find  out  fo  great  a  treafure.' 

The  wives  of  all  the  blind  men  in  Af- 
tracan were  brought  before  the  king : 
Abubeker  in  his  presence  declared  to 
them  what  was  to  be  done;  and  Schems- 
Eddin  promifed  an  unbounded  reward 
to  her  who  could  by  this  means  reftore 
him  to  fight.  But  there  was  not  one  of 
them  who  durlt  venture  to  climb  the 
tree;  the  conditions  were  a  little  too  de- 
licate, and  dmih  too  certain :  they  all  in 
general  refufed  to  undergo  Ib  dreadful  a 
probation. 


*  The  ifland  of  Serendib,  acceding  to  our  modern  geographers,  is  no  other  than  the 
ifland  of  Ceyian  in  the  Indian  Sea,  towards  Cape  Cornory,  on  this  lide  the  Gulph  of  Ben- 
gal and  the  line,  in  the  fiift  climate.  The  days  and  nights  there  are  alwr.ys  twelve  hours 
each.  The  capital  is  fituated  on  the  verge  of  a  delightful  valley,  formed  by  a  mountain 
which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  iflnnd  of  Serendib,  and  was  called  Adam's  Pike,  bccaufe  they 
fiy  the  firft  man  was  created  upon  it,  and  is  buried  underneath  It  This  mountain  ibi-eckoned 
fhe  highrfUn  all  the  Indies. 

The 


TARTARIAN   TALES. 


.  The  other  phyficians  of  Aftracan  made 
a  wonderful  jeft  of  the  king's  credulity : 

*  This  new  kind  of  remedy,'  faid  they, 

*  is  an  invention  of  Abubeker's,  who 

*  would  fain  fet  up  for  a  man  of  prodi- 
«  gious  learning;  he 'is  mightily  fet  up- 
'  on  miracles,  and  always  diftinguifties 

*  himfelf  by  fome  new  and  particular 

*  opinion.' 

Thefe  words  came  to  Abubeker's  ears; 
they  touched  him  to  the  quick.  '  Shall 

*  my  zeal  for  the  king,'  faid  he  to  his 
wife  and  fon,  *  be  turned  into  ridicule  ? 
'  Well,  I  myfelf  will  undertake  a  jour- 

*  ney  to  Serendib,  to  fee  if  what  the  ma- 
'  nufcript  reports  be  true.     li,  notwith- 
1  Handing  all  my  wifhes,  I  do  not  fuc- 
'  ceed  in  my  enterprize,  at  lead  I  mall 

*  have  the  confolation  to  have  done  more 
'  for  my  prince  than  all  the  other  phyfi- 

*  ciansof  Aftracan  put  together.' 
Nothing  could  divert  Abubeker  from 

his  refoiution  :  the  length  and  difficulties 
of  the  voyage  did  not  at  all  difliearten 
him ;  he  prelented  himfelf  the  next  day 
before  the  king,  and  informed  him  of  his 
defign. 

That  prince  highly  commended  fo  no- 
ble an  undtrtaking.  He  gave  him  every 
thing  that  was  neceflary  for  fo  tedious  a 
voyage;  and  promifed  him,  in  cafe  he 
died  by  the  way,  to  take  particular  care  - 
»f  his  wife,  and  of  his  only  fon,  whom 
he  loved  entirely.  '  My  lord,'  faid  the 
phyfician,  taking  leave  of  Schems-Ed- 
din,  '  if  I  do  not  return  in  three  years, 
you  may  believe  that  death,  or  fome 
ftrange  accident  which  I  cannot  fore- 
fee,  has  obftrucled  the  nrdent  defire  I 
have  to  reftore  you  to  fight ;  but  a 
certain  confidence  which  I  have  in  the 
Arabian  manufcript,  makes  me  hope 
my  voyage  will  not  be  fruitlefs.'  At 
length  Abubeker  fet  out  for  Serendib; 
and  it  was  not  without  very  great  envy 
that  the  other  phyficians  faw  the  king  fo 
biafled  in  his  favour. 

Schems-Eddin,  in  the  flower  of  his 
age,  and  blind  as  he  was,  governed  his 
fubiecls  with  admirable  prudence.  Shut 
up  in  the  receffes  of  his  palace,  he  was  in- 
«eflantly  thinking  of  the  means  to  make 
them  happy ;  and  laid  it  down  to  himfelf 
as  an  unalterable  law,  till  the  return  of  the 
phyfician  Abubeker,  to  appear  in  pub- 
lick  but  one  hour  every  day,  which  hour 
he  divided  into  four  parts.  During  the 
firft,  he  went  to  the  great  mofque  of  Af- 
tracan to  pray;  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fometimcs  part  of  the  fourth,  were  de- 


ftined  for  doing  a6b  of  charity,  and  re- 
ceiving the  complaints  of  private  perfons 
againft  the publickofficersjf'ther  byword 
of  mouth  or  in  writing.  Afterwards  he 
commanded  the  two  vizirs  'Mutamhid 
and  Cuberghe,  upon  whom  he  relied  in 
mott  of  his  affairs,  to  puniih  or  turn  out 
thofe  officers  j  if  they  deferred  it;  and  he 
•ctilhibuted  <uftice  with  fo  much  equity 
and  difcreticn,  that  his  fentences  were 
looked  upon  as  fo  many  oracles. 

As  for  what  remained  of  the  laft  quar^- 
ter  of  an  hour,  he  fpent  it  in  the  conver- 
fation  of  learned  men.  This  was  the 
only  diverfion  that  prince  enioyed  all  the 
day;' and,  as  he  liked  their  company,  he 
gave  them  marks  of  his  liberality. 

The  honour  of  diverting  the  king, 
who  generally  ieemed  funk  in  melan- 
choly, more  than  the  view  of  intereft, 
animated  his  fubjefts  to  find  out  perfons 
who  might  drflipate  his  forrows,  by  tell- 
ing him  fome  extraordinary  ftcry.  If  a 
famous  traveller  arrived  at  Aftracan,  he 
was  immediately  carried  to  Schems-Ed- 
din; and  when  the  inhabitants  themfelve* 
knew  any  fingular  adventure,  they  pre- 
fented  themfelves  before  their  prince,  that 
they  might  have  the  pleaiure  of  contri- 
buting to  his  entertainment. 

It  was  now  two  years  fmce  Abubeker 
had  been  gone  to  the  ifland  of  Serendib, 
and  that  the  king,  exaclly  obierving  the 
rule  he  hrul  nrefcribcd  to  himfelf,  had 
never  failed  to  allot  fome  moments  every 
day  to  thofe  amufements;  whtn  the  two 
favourite  vizirs,  dilcourfmg  together  of 
the  motive  of  Abubeker's  voyage — '  If 
'  that  phyfician  prove  a  cheat,'  faid  one 
of  them,  '  or  fhoukt  not  return  to  Aftra- 
can, we  mail  be  very  much  at  a  lofs 
to  procure  the  king  fit  perfons  to  talk 
to  him.  He  has  committed  that  charge; 
to  our  care;  and  though  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  is  quickly  paft,  yet,  as  it  is  to 
he  renewed  daily,  I  am  afraid  at  laft 
we  (hall  not-be  able  to  find  any  thing 
new.'—'  That  would  be  a  pity  indeed,* 
replied  the  other   vizir:  '  the  kins;  has 
now  contracted   a  pleafing  habit  of 
hearing  fome  ftory  or  other  every  day } 
it  is  almoft  the  only  fatisfa'clion  of  liis 
life ;  for,  in  the  manner  this  wife  prince 
conduces  himfelf,  he  en:oys  no  delight 
of  royalty  but  that  of  labouring  incef- 
fantly  for  the  good  of  his  fubiecis.* 
One  of  the  phyficiam  of  Aftracan  was 
prefent  at"  the  converfation ;  he  thou  uht 
this  a  fair  opportunity  of  gratifying \he 
envy  which  he  and  all  his  brethren  had 
C »  conceived 
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conceived  againft  Abubeker:  '  My 
lords,'  faid  he  to  the  vizirs,  '  all  men 
of  fenfe  are  of  your  opinion,  and 
you  will  infallibly  fall  into  the  incon- 
veniencyyou  apprehend.  I  know  but 
one  remedy  againft  it;  Abubeker's 
jbn,  deriding  the  perplexity  he  forefees 
you  will  foon  be  in,  boafted  yefterday 
in  my  hearing,  that  he  himfelf  was  able, 
if  he  had  a  mind  to  it,  to  find  diver- 
fion  for  vhe  king  till  his  father's  re- 
turn. It  is  true,  this  young  man  has 
a  good  deal  of  learning,  and  ever  fince 
he  was  ten  years  old,  has  applied  him- 
felf with  great  eagernefs  to  read  all 
manner  of  books;  but,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  prodigious  memory  he  is  faid 
to  be  endued  with,  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  he  could  fucceed  in  fo  difficult 
an  undertaking.' 

Cuberghe  only  laughed  at  the  pre- 
fumption  of  Abubeker's  fon  ;  but  Mu- 
tamhid,  failing  into  a  violent  paflion— 
Indeed,'  faid  he,  *  it  well  becomes  this 
infolent  young  man  to  jeft  fo  unfea- 
fonably!  Well,  fince  he  talksSit  this 
rate,  he  (hall  keep  his  word ;  and  his 
head  fliall  be  anlwerable  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  an  enterprize  he  is  fo  vain  as  to 
pretend  to.' 

He  that  moment  ordered  fomebody  to 
fetch  Ben  Eridoun,  which  was  the  name 
of  Abubeker's  Ion.  *  This  phyfician,' 
laid  he  to  him  when  he  was  come,  '  af- 

*  fines  me  that  you  have  the  boldnefs  to 

*  make  a  jeft  of  the  perplexity  Cuberghe 

*  and  I  may  one  day  be  in  to  provide  his 

*  majefty  new  fubjecTis  of  recreation,  and 
'  that  you  boaft  that  you  yourfelf  could 

*  find  him  diverfion  till   your  father's 
'  return.     Since  you  are  fo  ram  as  to 
'  talk  thus,  I  command  you  to  look 
'  that  you  do  fo,'  continued  Mutamhid, 
with  a  voice  that  might  make  Ben  Eri-  ' 
doun  tremble:   '  I  will  be  prefent  at  all 

'  your  converfations;   and  I  forewarn 
'  you,  that  if  the  prince  grows  weary  of 

*  your  difcourfe,  and  bids  me  bring  him 

*  another,  thou  (halt  thut  moment  lofe 
«  thy  head.' 

Ben-Ericloun  was  ftrangely  furprized 
at  this  order.  He  perceived  ib  much  an- 
ger in  the  vizir's  eyes,  that  he  durft  not 
deny  his  having  been  guilty  of  that  va- 
nity. He  confided  in  his  reading,  and 
in  the  happpy  memory  Nature  had  given 
him  ;  and,  throwing  himfelf  at  Mutam- 
hid's  feet — '  My  lord,'  faid'  he, '  waving 
'  whatever  I  might  urge  for  my  jufti- 
«  fication,  the  honour  of  diverting  the 

*  king  is  fo  coveted  by  me,  that  I  will 


'  not  refute  to  obey  ysur  fovereign  com- 
'  mands ;  though  it  coft  me  my  life,  I 
'  am  ready  to  appear  before  the  throne 
'  of  Schems-Eddin.' 

The  perfidious  phyfician,  who  had 
ftaid  by  the  vizir  to  he  witnefs  of  what 
patted,  was  a  little  altonifhed  at  Ben- 
Eridoun's  anfwer,  yet  he  made  not  the 
leaft  doubt  of  his  de(rrnc~lion.  '  A  young 
'  man,  atmofthut  five  and  twenty  years 
'  old,'  faid  he  to  hrmfelf,  '  can  never 
'  have  gathered  ftock  enough  to  fr.cceed 
'  in  fuch  an  undertaking.'  Ke  presently 
ran  to  inform  his  companions,  who  all 
felt  a  malicious  toy  at  it,  and  tafted  be- 
fore-han'i  the  pleafnre  of  feeing  them- 
felves  revenged  upon  Abubeker  in  the 
perfonof  his  fon. 

The  vizir  Mutamhid,  pleafed  with 
the  fubmiflion  and  modefty  of  Ben-Jh'i- 
doun,  dropped  all  his  anger.  '  As  yoitr 
death  is  unavoidable,'  faid  he,  '  if  you 
do  not  fulfil  your  promife,  fo  your  re- 
ward, on  the  other  hand,  is  no  lefs  cer- 
tain, if  you  fucceed  in  your  defign. 
Every  time  you  leave  the  king,  I  will 
give  you  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold.  I 
will  have  you  eat  at  my  table;  you  (hall 
beferved  like  me;  and  there  mall  be  no 
other  difference  between  us,but  thatyou 
mail  be  narrowly  watched.' — '  My 
lord,'  replied  Ben-Eridoun,  '  it  is  not 
the  hopes  of  recompence,  or  your  no- 
ble prcmifes,  that  will  prompt  me  to 
do  my  duty ;  the  philofophy  I  make 
profeffion  of  has  taught  me  to  defpife 
riches.  Honour  and  glory  are  the 
only  motives  by  which  I  am  actuated  ; 
and  if  what  you  now  require  of  me 
were  contrary  to  their  diftates,  yon 
mould  fee  me  embrace  the  moft  cruel 
death  rather  than  obey  you:  but  as 
there  is  nothing  that  is  not  extremely 
honourable  in  the  command  yon  im-. 
pofe  uprn  me,  you  may  put  me  to  the 
trial  when  you  pleafe.  I  mall  endea- 
vour to  confound  the  artifices  of  my 
enemies;  and  I  hope  my  prince  will  be 
fatisfied  with  me.' 

Mutamhid  was  charmed  with  the  pru- 
dent behaviour  of  Ben-Eridoun.  He 
then  perceived  the  malice  of  the  old  phy- 
lician,  and  that  the  young  man  was  inno- 
cent of  what  was  laid  to  his  charge;  but 
fin  ehe  offered  himfelf,  as  it  were  volun- 
tarily, to  try  to  divert  his^  prince,  he  pre- 
fentedhi7n  to  him  the  next  day. 

As  foon  ns  Ben-Eridoun  came  within 

fight  of  the  throne  of  Schems-Eddin,  he 

proftrated  himfelf  with  his  face  to  the 

eajlh.     He  afterwards  arofe  j  and,  ad- 

djefiing 
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drefTmg  his  fpeech  to  the  king — '  May 

*  the  mercy  of"  the  Almighty  be  difplay- 

*  ed  upon  your  maiefty,"  faid  he;  '  may 
'  the  angel  that  is  one  day  to  prefent  you 

*  before  his  throne,  forget  no  one  good 

*  action  of  your  life ;  and  may  you  for 
'  ever  enjoy  the  perfect  felicity  which 
'  our  great  Prophet  has  promiled   to 

*  thofe  who  exaftly  follow  his  laws ! 

*  My  name  is  Ben-Eridoun,  the  fon  of 
'  Abubeker,  who  has  been  gone  two 
'  years,  or  thereabouts,  to  the  ifland  of 
'  Serendib.     May  Heaven  quickly  lend 
'  him  back  with  the  divine  remedy  which 
'  he  travels  in  quell  of,  to  reilore  you  to 
'  fight !     Till  that  time  comes,  I  have 

*  undertaken,  my  lord,  to  entertain  your 
'  maielly  every  day  for  that  little  while 

*  which  you  fet  apart  to  unbend  your 

*  mind.' 

*  Do  you  confider  what  you  have  en- 
'  gaged  to  do?1  anfwered  the  king,  fome- 
•what  furprized  at  thefe  promifes.  '  Do 

*  you  not  know  that  fuch  an  enterprize  is 
'  beyond  your  ability,  and  that  your  fa- 

*  thermay  not  return  perhaps  this  twelve- 
'  month ?'—'  My  lord,'  replied  the  young 
Ben-Eridoun,  '  though  great  is  the  dif- 

*  ficulty  of  entertaining  my  king  as  I 

*  ought  to  do,  yet  I  know  fuch  a  num- 
'  ber  of  ftories,  each  more  curious  than 
'  the  other,  that  even  though  my  father 

*  mould  lengthen  out  his  voyage  as  long 
'  again  as  he  intended,  I  do  not  delpair 
'  of  being  able  to  fulfil  the  promife  I 
'  have  made  to  the  vizir  Mutamhid ; 
'  and,  if  your  majefty  will  do  me  the 
'  honour  to  hear  me,  I  will  begin  with  a 
'  very  iinguhr  ftory.' 

Schems-Eddin  was  yet  more  furpri/ed 
than  before:  '  Thou  mufl  be  a  wonder 

*  in  thy  kind,'  faid  he,  '  if  thou  keepell 
'*  thy  word.     DifEculties  do  not  at  all 

*  difcourage  thee.' — '  On  the  contrary, 

*  my  lord,'  replied  Ben-Eridoun,  '  they 
'  animate  me  with  more  vigour.  I  have 
'  fo  happy  a  memory,  that  I  never  for- 
'  got  any   thing  I  had  read  or  heard ; 

*  and,  as  I  always  delighted  in  keeping 

*  company  with  the  oldeft  and  wifeft 
'  men  in  Aftracan,  great  part  of  whom 
'  are  dead,  I  am  poffeffed  of  fuch  a  num- 
'  ber  of  different  hiftories  of  eveiy  kind, 
'  that,  without  hoafting,  I  may  allure 
'  your  majefty  there  are  few  men  like 
'  me  in  this  city.' — '  I  mail  quickly  be 
'  a  judge  of  that,'   replied   the  king. 


'  Sit  down  by  Mutamhid  on  this  fopha, 
'  and  let  me  hear  the  ftory  you  offered  to 
. '  tell  me.' 

Ben-Eridoun  obeyed  the  orders  of 
Schems-Eddin  j  he  {'at  down  upon  the 
fopha,  and  began  in  this  manner. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  CHEREF-ELDIN, 
SON  OF  THE  KINO  OF  ORMVS,  AND 
CUL-HINDY,  PRINCESS  OF  TULU- 
PHAN. 


was  formerly,  my  lord, 
JL  in  the  Greater  Tartary,  two  diffe- 
rent forts  of  Gonii.  The  one,  diipofeci 
to  do  good  to  mankind,  acknowledged 
the  great  Geoncha*  for  their  king}  and 
the  other,  never  pleaied  but  when  they 
were  exercifmg  their  malicious  inclina- 
tions, had  no  other  mailer  than  the  re- 
vengeful  Zeloulou. 

Thefe  two  captains  of  the  Genii  had 
for  almoft  three  hundred  years  been  at 
continua}  war  with  each  other.  Geon- 
cha protected  nobody  that  Zeloulou  did 
not  immediately  endeavour  to  prolecute  5 
and  Zeloulou  could  do  no  ill  action  upon 
the  earth,  but  Geoncha  'jjrefently  let 
about  to  redrefs  it. 

One  day  as  thefe  two  Genii  were  upon 
the  banks  of  the  River  Salgora^f,  endea- 
vouring to  decide  their  differences  by 
conference,  Mochzadin,  King  of  Tulu- 
phan,  and  the  beautiful  Riza,  his  wife, 
who  were  returning  together  from  hunt- 
ing the  kid,  pafTed  by  the  place  where  the 
two  Genii  were  contending. 

Zeloulou,  always  watchful  to  do  ill, 
would  not  let  flip  ib  fair  an  opportunity 
of  indulging  his  propenfity  that  way. 
Notwithstanding  Geoncha's  entreaties, 
that  malicious  Genius,  going  up  to  Ri- 
za,  who  rode  fide  by  fide  with  Mochza- 
din, made  fo  great  a  noife  in  her  horfe** 
ear,  that  the  frightened  beaft  ran  away 
with  the  princefs,  notwithftanding  all  her 
efforts  to  reftrain  him;  and  was  juft  go- 
ing 'o  precipitate  her  into  the  river,  which 
was  very  deep  in  that  part,  if  with  one 
blow  of  a  labre,  ftruck  by  a  powerful 
hand,  Geoncha  running  to  her  afliftance, 
had  not  cut  off  the  horfe'  s  head,  and 
catciied  the  prinrefs  in  his  arms,  who 
was  fwooned  away  with  fear.  The  kind 
Genius,  having  afterwards  made  her 
fmell  to  a  nofegay  of  mufk-rofes  which 


*  Geoncha,  in  the  Perfian  tongue,  lignifies  King  of  the  World. 

•J-  The  River  Salgora  pafies  by  Tuluphun,  a  city  of  Greater  Tartary. 


be  had  in  his  hand,  (he  not  only  returned 
'to  her  fenfes,  %but  her  cloaths,  whkh 
were  green  before,  weie  now  changed  in- 
to a  role-colour;  and  though  her  fea- 
tures were  not  in  the  leaA  altered,  her 
K  ratty  was  increnfed  to  futh  a  degree, 
that  the  king  himfelf,  who,  juilly  alarm- 
ed at  the  danger  of  his  -Ipouie,  had  fol- 
lowed her  wkh  extreme  fwiitnefs,  could 
icavce  know  her  again.  He  and  all  his 
train  were  in  a  furprize  not  to  be  ima- 
gined .  The  extraordinary  death  of  Ri  - 
ea's  horfe,  her  rofe- colon  red  habit,  and 
fctr  additional  beauty,  all  this  brought 
about  in  a  moment,  the  author  of  ib 
many  wonders  not  ap Baring,  for  the 
Genii  had  not  made  themfelves  vifiblij 
all  this,  I  fay,  happened  fo  unaccounta- 
bly, that  the  king  and  queen  were  aimoft 
apt  to  doubt  of  a  truth  which  their  eyes 
.could  not  but  teftify. 

After  being  returned   to  Tuluphan, 
an-',  retired  into  their  chamber  by  them- 
,  they  were  Itill  with  admiration 
tlitcouriing  of  the  prodigy  they  had  feen, 
•when  they  were  feized.with  fear  and  rt- 
ipect  at  the  fight  of  a  venerable  old  man, 
who  of  a  fudden  appeared  before  them, 
without  their  perceiving  how  he  got  in. 
«  Be  not  afraid,  my  children,'  laid  he  to 
them  kindly.     '  I  amGeoncha,  King  of 
the  Genii.     It  is  me  that,  after  having 
prefer ved  the  charming  Riza  from  the 
danger  into  which  Zeloulou,  who  has 
made  himfelf  famous  upon  earth  by  a 
tncnifand  malicious  actions,  had  thro-"n 
her  by  frightening  her  horfe  j  it  is  me,' 
ontim:ed  he,  '  who  hut!  refolved   that 
none  of  heir  fcx  mail  furpafs  her  in 
beauty.  But  I  do  not  ftint'my  favours 
in  fo  narrow  a  compos;  I  intend  like- 
wife  to  put  an  end  to  her  harrennefs : 
in  nine  months  time  from  this  day  (lie 
rtir.ll  bring  forth  a  daughter  as  beauti- 
ful a'sherielf.' 

The  King  of  the  Genii  (continued 
Ben-Eridoun)  had  no  fooner  fpoke  thefe 
words,  than  he  difappeared,  leaving  the 
Kir.gnr.d  Q^een  of  Tuluphan  in  an  ex- 
'  ;oy  at  fo  pleafing  an  expectation. 
However  incredulous  they  had  been  till 

ity  foon  ceafed  to  be  fo.  Riza,  * 
who  during  feven  years  marriage  had 
never  had  the  ultaling  fatisfa&ion  ofbe- 
lothcr,  qukkly  felt  the  effects  of 
Geoncha's  proinifes.  At  the  end  of  nine 
rnonths  exactly  flic  was  brought  to-bed 
of  a  daughter  compleatly  beautiful,  whom 
(he  named  Gul-hindy*. 


This  little  princefs  no  fooner  eniov*rl 
the  light,  but  the  fame  Genius  sj 
again  in  the  chamber  where  Riza  and 
Mochzadin  were  together.   '  I  come  with 
inexpreflible  pleaiiire,'  faid  he,  '  to  put 
the  laft  hand  to  fo  charming  a  work, 
and  to  inform  you  of  the.deftiny  that 
is  prepared  for  her.     I  arM-  i  ye'lcr- 
day  ai  the  birth  of  a  Ion  of  the  King 
of  Ormus,  whom  I  named  Cheref-El- 
din.    I  find  fo  much  refemblaiice  an-,i 
fympetby  betwten  him  and  this  lovely 
princefs,  that  I  have  refolved  to  unite 
them  one  day  by  the  moft  holy  ties : 
but  I  forefee  that  the  happineu  thty 
are  to  enioy  will  be  croffed  by  fuch 
misfortunes  as  will  drive  Gul-hindy 
to  the  very  brink  of  death,  if  they  know 
one  another  before  they  have  ol'- 
the  age  of  feventeen  years. — It  rav.lt 
be  your  cure,  my  lord,'  continued  the 
Genius,  addrtffmg  his  fpeech  to  Moch- 
adin,  '  to  keep  the  princefs  from  feeing 
any  ftranger  till  flie  is  paft  the  fatal 
moment  which  the  ftars  have  difcovere d 
will  be  fo  dangerous  to  her.     This  is 
the  only  remedy  I  can  think  of,  unkfs 
you  will  put  her  into  my  hands ;  for 
then  I  will  warrant  her  free  from  all 
the  caprices  of  Fortune/ 
Mochzadin  and  Riza  were  furprized  at 
Geoncha's  words  :  but,  though  the' 
entire  credit  to  his  prediction,  they  were 
not  able  to  conlent  to  part  with  a  child 
they  had  fo  mnny  years  longed  for.  They 
begged  the  Genius  very  earneftly  not  to 
be  .offended  if  they  kept  the  little  Gul- 
hindy  v.itli  themfelves;  and  allured  him 
they  would  take  fo  nvach  care  of  her, 
that  flie  mould  be  in  no  manner  of  dan- 
ger from  the  Prince  Cheref -Eidiu.    '  So 
be  it,  then,'  replied  the  Genius  ;  '  only 
remember,  when   the  princefs  is  ten 
years  old,  to  keep  her  from  the  fight 
of  all  the  world.     The  nearer  me  ap- 
proaches her  fixteenth  year,  the  greater 
danger  flie  will  be  in.'    Then,  having 
taken  her  in  his  arms,  he  enriched  her 
with  all  the  fine  qualities  that  could  make 
a  perfon  of  her  lex  accomplifhc.l ;  and, 
after  having  received  a  thoufand  thanks 
from  the  king  and  queen,  he  departed 
like  a  flafli  of  lightning. 

Scarce,  my  lord,  (continued Ben-Eri- 
doun) did  the  malignant  Zeloulou,  who 
couid  not  come  to  an  agreement  with 
Geoncha  in  their  laft  conference,  know 
what  he  had  done  for  Gul-hindy  and 
Chcrcf-Eldin,  but  he  relblved  to  gratify 


Cul-hindy,  in  Arabick,  figninct  aMufk^ 


his 
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his  malicious  temper  in  crofling  the  fe- 
licity of  thefe  two  lovely  infants.  He  re- 
paired hi  the  night  to  the  palace  of  the 
King  of  Ormus,  ftole  away  the  little 
prince,  carried  hrm  to  Tuluphan,  drefled 
him  in  Gul-hinily's  cloaths,  and  cover- 
ing that  Htrle  princefs  with  thofe  of 
Cheref-Eldin,  plnced  her  a  moment  after 
in  the  cradle  from  which  he  had  taken 
the  Prince  of  Ormus. 

We  may  eafily  conceive  the  furprize  the 
two  nurfes  were  in — 


Bcn-Eridoun  was  interrupted  here  by 
a  blnrk  Have,  who  came  every  day  to  tell 
the  King  of  Artracan  that  his  hour  was 
out.  As  foon  as  this  (lave  appeared, 
Schems-Eddin  rofe  to  return  to  his  pa- 
lace :  he  who  had  the  honour  to  entertain 
him  gave  over  fpeaking,  and  refumed  his 
difcourfe  the  next  day,  if  he  had  not 
finifhed  his  ftory  5  if  he  had,  there  was 
brought  to  the  king  another,  who  told 
him  fume  adventure  he  had  not  yet 
heard. 

Thus  the  Thoufand  and  One  Quarters 
of  Hours  are  divided  in  the  original 
Arabick  :  but  I  thought  it  would  be 
the  beft  way  to  leave  out  all  that  follows 
and  precedes Ben-Eridoun's  narration, 
being  perfuaded  that  the  reader  will 
read  thefe  ftories  with  more  pleafure  fo, 
than  if  they  were  interrupted  by  con- 
tinual repetitions,  which  it  would  be 
almoft  impoflible  not  to  be  guilty  of. 


*~pHE  two  nurfes  (continued  Ben-Eri- 
doun  next  day)  were  itrangely  fur- 
prized  in  the  morning  to  find  each  her 
child  fo  different  from  what  it  was  the 
night  before.  They  looked  upon  them 
•with  unparalleled  amazement;  when  Ze- 
loulou  appearing  to  each  of  them  in  the 
fhape  of  a.  frightful  dwarf,  threatened  to 
wring  their  necks  off  if  ever  they  difcover- 
.ed  the  metamorphofis  that  had  happened } 
and  departed,  after  having  allured  them, 
that  if,  before  thole  children  had  attained 
the  age  of  feventeen  years,  the  f'ecret  was 
found  out  in  any  manner  whatfoever, 
they  would  fall  into  his  power,  with- 
out any  poffibility  of  ever  getting  out 
of  it. 

The  poor  women  were  fo  terrified,  that 
they  refolved  to  keep  the  ftricleft  filence. 
Their  lives  depended  upon  it;  and  the 
Genius  had  fo  intimidated  them,  that 


they  would  have  fuffered  any  torment 
rather  than  have  revealed  the  fecret. 

Cheref-Eldin,  then,  was  brought  up  at 
the  court  of  King  Mochzadin  by  the 
name  of  Gul-hindy;  and  that  princefs, 
under  the  habits  of  the  Prince  of  Perils, 
rendered  heifelf  in  a  little  time  fo  perfect 
at  the  exercifes  of  the  body,  that,  when 
(lie  was  fifteen  years  old,  fhe  furpaffetl 
all  the  fubjefts  of  the  King  of  Ormus  in 
thofe  accomplishments. 

The  education  of  the  yon  tig  prince  was 
not  very  agreeable  to  his  fex ;  trn.t  which 
he  feemed  to  be  of,  engaged  him  in  quite 
different  occupations.  He  generally 
amufed  himfelf  in  embroidery ;  anil  be- 
ing, according  to  Geoncha's  order,  fhv.t 
up  from  the  age  of  ten  years  in  Moch- 
zadin''s  palace,  which  was  grown  inac- 
ceflible  to  every  body  but  the  King  of 
Tr.luphan,  he  never  left  off  work  but  to 
hunt  in  the  park,  accompanied  by  his 
women,  andfomeof  hiseum'chs. 

His  nurfe  Merou,  who  never  quitted 
him,  feeing  him  approach  to  his  fixteenth. 
year,  often  recommended  it  to  him  to 
conceal  his  fex  with  the  greateft  care, 
fmce  the  repofe  of  his  whole  Hfe  depend- 
ed upon  his  fo  doing.     '  But,"  fa  id  Che- 
ref-Eldin to  her,  with  tears,  '  why  am  I 
educated  like  a  girl,  and  deprived  of 
the  learning  and  fciencts  which  ought 
to  be  communicated  to  a  prince  of  my 
rank?    And  what  unjuft  motive  can 
oblige  the  king  and  queen  to  let  me 
languifli  thus  in  an  idle  una£tive  ftate 
of  life  ?' — {  Thefe  are  things  I  am  ig- 
norant of,'  rtfplied  Merou.  *  But,  my 
dear  prince,  or  rather  my  dear  princefs, 
(for  it  is  dangerous  to  call  you  by  the- 
firft  name)  all  I  can  affure  you  of  is, 
that  Mochzadin  and  Riza  are  more  de- 
ceived in  you  than  any  body :    they 
believe  you  are  a  girl ;  they  have  been 
convinced  of  it  by  their  own  eyes ;  but 
things  have  had  a  ftrangs  alteration 
fmce  that  time.    This  is  all  I  can  tell 
you  atprefent;  yon  will  know  more 
hereafter.     But  I  beg  yon  r.'ot  to  e.<- 
pofe.  yourfelf  to  the  cruel  miferies  I 
have  fo  often  threatened  you  with,  if 
you  difcover  your  fex  till  you  are  full 
feventeen  years  old.' 
The  prince  was  rurprized  at  this  ad- 
vice ;  the  more  he  reflected  with  himfelf, 
the  more  he  was  confounded  :  he  refolved 
therefore  to  follow  the  prudent  counfels 
of  his  nurfe.     But,  in  order  to  diffipate 
the  uneafinefs  which  preyed  upon  him,  he 
vvcuta  hunting  as  often  as  ppffibic. 

One 
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One  evening,  as  Moc'nzadin  and  Riza 
were  in  conversation  with  their  fuppofed 
daughter,  the  queen  related  to  her,  as  flic 
bad  often  done  before,  the  ftory  of  her 
birth,  and  the  promifes  the  ICing  of  the 
Genii  had  made  to  unite  her  deftiny  with 
that  of  the  fon  of  the  King  of  Ormus. 
This  iloiy,  fo  often  repeated,  perplexed 
the  prince  to  the  higheft  degree :  he  knew 
not  what  to  fix  upon  ;  but  at  laft  refolved, 
let  what  would  happen,  to  fly  for  ever 
from  a  place  where  he  fpent  a  life  fo  un- 
xvorthy  of  himi'elf.  It  was  no  eafy  thing 
to  compafs  this  deiign  ;  all  the  gates  of 
the  palace  were  guarded  by  eunuchs  not 
to  be  corrupted  :  but,  to  execute  the  pro- 
ject he  had  formed,  he  chofe  the  time  of 
his  hunting ;  and,  after  having  taken 
with  him  two  purfes  full  of  gold,  and  a 
good  many  jewels,  being  very  well 
mounted,  he  eafijy  rode  away  from  his 
company ;  and  fpurring  direftly  to  a  door 
cf  the  park  which  led  into  the  wide 
country,  he  commanded  the  eunuch  that 
guarded  it  to  open  it  to  him.  The  flave 
refufed  to  obey  him ;  but  the  prince  hav- 
ing difpatched  him  into  the  other  world 
with  one  blow  of  his  fabre,  which  he  al- 
ways wore  when  he  went  a  hunting,  took 
the  keys,  and  flyingwith  incredible  iwift- 
nefs,  chofe  the  road  that  was  leaft  beaten, 
and  travelled  all  that  day,  and  the  fol- 
lowing night,  without  taking  the  leaft 
rcpofe. 

The  ladies  and  eunuchs  belonging  to 
the  falfeprincefs,  made  the  ftri&efl  fearch 
for  her  all  over  the  park.  After  having, 
in  vain,  traverfed  every  corner  of  it,  they 
came  at  lalt  to  the  door,  which  they  found 
open.  The  dead  body  of  the  eunuch  in- 
creafed  their  furprize ;   they  concluded 
that  fome  unfortunate  accident  had  hap- 
pened to  Gul-hindy.     Nobody  cared  to 
infoitn  the  king  and  queen  of  this  mourn- 
ful news  j  yet  it  was  not  to  be  avoided 
but  they  mould  know  it.     They  almoft 
died  with  grief  when  they  heard  it.  '  Oh, 
'  Heaven!'  cried  the  queen,  tearing  her 
Lair  and  face,  '  why  did  we  not  take  the 
advice   of  the  wife   Geoncha?     We 
mould  not  now  have  been  thus  oppref- 
fed  with  the  bittereft  affliction!  Gul- 
hindy   is   undoubtedly   ftolen   away  5 
the  Genius  too  rightly  predicted  this 
mifchance !    Pray    Heaven   my   dear 
daughter  do  not  feel  the  confequences 
of  it!' 
While  the  king  and  queen  wafted  their 


time  in  vain  complaints  and  fruitlef*  re- 
flections, the  prince  continued  his  fpeed. 
All  the  purfuit  that  was  made  after  him 
was  to  no  purpofr ;  he  rode  as  hard  as 
his  horfe  could  carry  him^and  did  not  ftop 
till  he  fell  dead  tinder  him.  He  was  now 
forced  to  travel  on  foot  in  very  great  per- 
plexity, when  there  paffed  by  him  a  young 
Tartarian.  The  prince  accofted  him—- 
Do you  know  any  body,'  laid  he,  '  that 
could  fell  me  a  horfe?' — '  You  could 
not  have  addrefled  yourfelf  more  lucki- 
ly, Madam,'  replied  the  young  man, 
deceived  by  Cheref-Eldin's  female  habit  j 
my  father,  who  lives  but  a  little  way 
off,  has  no  inconfiderable  dealings  that 
way.'  The  prince  followed  him,  fur- 
nifhed  himielf  with  a  good  horfe;  and, 
after  having  taken  a  few  hours  reft,  re- 
newed his  journey,  travelled  feveral  days 
almoft  without  flopping  a  moment,  and 
at  laft  arrived  at  a  fea  -  port,  where  he 
found  a  veflel  juft  ready  to  fet  fail  for 
Surate*.  The  mafter  of  the  (hip  was  a 
man  of  a  good  afpeft,  about  foity  years 
old.  He  received  the  prince  with  abund- 
ance of  refpeft,  as  a  young  lady  of  qua- 
lity going  to  the  Indies  to  take  pofleflion 
of  a  very  confiderable  eftate  left  her  by 
her  father,  and  whole  mother  died  lud- 
denly  at  hearing  the  news  of  her  huf- 
band's  death.  He  made  her  an  offer  of 
his  own  table ;  which  Cheref-Eldin  ac- 
cepted the  more  willingly,  bccaufe,  hav- 
ing embarked  very  haftily,  he  had  not 
had  time  to  make  any  provifion.  The 
repair  was  ferved  up  with  great  delicacy; 
but,  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  he  was  vciy 
much  fui-prized  to  fee  a  lady  of  extreme 
beauty  enter  the  cabin,  and  addrefs  thefe 
words  to  the  mafter  of  the  ftiip. 

'  Remember,  Sinadab,  that  God  has 
given  us  a  father  and  a  mother,  that  we 
mould  obey  them  :  it  is  God  thatfpeaks 
to  us  through  their  mouth.  Woe  to 
him  that  defpiies  them,  and  does  not 
fubmit  to  their  commands  with  refpeft 
and  duty!' 

Sinadab,  at  thefe  words,  rofe  from 
table:  the  tears  ran  down  his  eves.  He 
afterwards  proftrated  himfelr  on  the 
ground,  remained  fome  time  in  that  pof- 
turej  and  then  rifmg,  with  the  marks  of 
the  deepeft  forrow  engraved  upon  his 
face—'  Beauteous  Roukia!'  faid  he  to 
the  lady,  '  I  fliall  never  forget  this  whole- 
'  fome  counfel!  My  paft  misfortunes 
'  have  fufficiently  imprinted  them  in  my 


•  Surate  is  a  town  fituated  upon  the  Gulph  of  Camb;iy,  in  the  peainfula  of  the  Indies. 
This  town  it  famous  for  the  refoit  of  a  great  many  merchant-fliips. 

'  memory  j 
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*  memory.  But  do  you  continue,  never- 

*  thelefs,  to  put  me  in  mind  of  them 

*  daily,  as  you  have  been  uled  to  do.' 
The  Prince  Cheref-Eldin  looked  upon 

Sinadab  with  wonder:    he  perceived  it. 

*  You  will  no  longer  be  furprized,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  laid  he,  '  when  I  have  told  you 

*  the  occafion  of  this  ceremony;  and  why 

*  this  lady,  at  all  my  meals,  repeats  to 
1  me  the  words  you  jult  now  heard.' 

Cheref-Eldm  having  teftified  a  great 
defire  to  know  the  ilory,  thus,  my  lord, 
(continued  Ben  -  Eridoun)  Sinadab  re- 
lated it  to  him. 


THE    STORY  OF   SlNADAfc,  THE  SON 
OF  SAZAN   THE  PHYSICIAN. 

MY  father,  whofe  name  was  Sazan> 
was  a  phyiician  at  Sues*.  He 
exercifed  that  profeflion  with  a  good  deal 
of  honour  for  a  contiderable  time.  He 
had  no  child  but  me;  and  therefore 
(pared  no  coft  in  my  education.  I  was 
almoft  twenty  years  old,  when  he  would 
fain  have  perfuaded  me  to  embrace  his 
profeflion:  but,  befides  that  I  found 
myi'elf  extremely  averfe  to  it,  as  he  was 
eftccmed,  a  very  rich  man,  I  thought  I 
had  no  occafion  to  qualify  myfelf  to  get 
a  livelihood.  I  imagined  that  the  eftate 
he  was  to  leave  me  would  be  more  than 
enough  to  maintain  me  in  luxury  and 
pleafure,  without  my  giving  myfelf  the 
leaft  pains  or  trouble.  My  father's  re- 
monitrances  could  not  di  (Tirade  me  from 
my  refolution.  This  difturbed  him  fo 
much,  that  he  fell  lick ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing kept  his  bed  five  or  lix  months, 
died. 

Before  his  laft  groan,  he  called  me  to 

him  :  '  My  fon,'  laid  he,  '  iince  in  my 

life-time  I  never  received  any  comfort 

from  you,  give  me  at  leaft  fo  much  fa- 

tisfaftion  at  my  death,  as  to  promife 

me  that  you  will  punctually  follow  three 

articles  of  advice,  which  I  foreiee  will 

be  extremely  ufeful  to  you.    Swear  to 

me,  upon  the  Alcoran,  that  they  mall 

never  be  out  of  your  memory.'      I 

melted  into  tears,  (continued  Sinadab) 

and  took  an  oath  to  my  father  to  execute 

his  will.     And  this,  Madam,  is  what  the 

good  old  man  faid  to  me,  embracing  me  — 

'   I  leave  you  wealth  enough,  and  perhaps 

'  too  much,  to  live  like  a  man  of  ho- 


nefty  and  honour.  Endeavour,  my 
dear  Sinadab,  to  keep  it ;  but  if  by  any 
accident,  which  I  cannot  forefec,  you 
mould  happen  to  lofe  it,  never  attach 
yourfelf  to  a  prince  whofe  good  cha- 
racter you  are  not  thoroughly  aiTured 
of.  Be  lure,  whatever  love  you  bear 
your  wife,  never  to  truft  her  with  a 
fecret  wherein  your  life  may  be  con- 
cerned. And,  laltly,  never  adopt  for 
your  fon  a  child  that  is  none  of  your 
own.' 

Scarce  had  my  father  made  me  fvvear 
a  fecond  time  upon  the  Alcoran  to  obey 
him  religiouily  in  thel'e  three  points,  but 
he  clofed  his  eyes,  and  refigned  his  foul 
into  the  hands  of  the  angel  of  death.  I 
doubled  my  tears  at  this  mournful  light, 
and  rendered  him  the  lalt  duties  with  all 
imaginable  tendernefs. 

Under  the  bed  s-head  I  found  the  copy 
of  a  will  which  he  had  depofited  with  tiie 
cady.  He  gave  me  leave  to  dilpofe  how  I 
would  of  all  his  eltate,  excepting  only  a. 
little  garden  which  was  without  the  gates 
of  Sues;  at  the  end  whereof  was  a  pretty 
neat  fummer-houfe,  which  he  ordered  me 
not  to  fell  upon  any  account  whatib- 
ever. 

I  paid  little  regard  to  this  article,  which 
feemed  to  me  of  no  great  confluence.  I 
minded  nothing  but  examining  carefully 
what  wealth  he  had  left  me.  I  found  al- 
moft a  hundred  thoufand  fequins  of  gold, 
feveral  diamonds  perfeclly  rich,  confi- 
dera'ole  inheritances,  and  very  magnifi- 
cent furniture.  So  foon  as  I  could  ap- 
pear in  publick  with  decency,  I  called 
together  my  companions  in  my  own, 
houfe,  to  the  number  of  eight.  I  pre- 
fented  each  of  them  with  a  Have  ccm- 
pleatly  beautiful,  and  entertained  them 
£  mptiioufly  for  ten  days  together.  In 
Ihort,  Madam,  (continued  Sinadab)  not 
to  weary  you  with  a  particular  relation, 
of  all  my  follies  and  debaucheries,  in 
which  I  piunged  deeper  and  deeper  every 
day,  I  mall  only  tell  yo'i  that,  :mer 
having,  led  this  fort  of  life  for  almoit  two 
years,  I  found  myfelf  on  a  Hidden  without 
money.  My  comrades,  who  had  never 
/quitted  me  during  my  pleafures,  advifed 
me  to  dii'pol,;  of  my  jewels  and  furniture. 
I  fold  them,  piece  by  piece,  for  half  their 
value.  I  afterwards  did  the  lame  by  the 
houfes  my  father  had  left  me,  relieving 
only  the  garden,  which  it  was  not  in  my 


*  Sues  is  a  town  in  the  Middle  Egypt.     It  gives  it's  nacna  to  the  lilhmus  of  Sues,  which, 
parts  the  Red  S?a  from  the  Mediterranean. 
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power  to  fell ;  and  at  length  I  was  fo  re- 
duced, that  I  had  nothing  left  but  the 
eloaths  I  had  on,  and  one  fingle  hawk, 
which  I  had  trained  up  to  flying. 

When  my  friends  law  me  in  thefc 
ftraits,  they  immediately  defcrted  me.  It 
was  to  no  purpofe  my  reproaching  them 
fov  their  ingratitude ;  they  did  hut  laugh 
at  me :  only  there  was  one  of  them,  who, 
taking  pity  of  the  condition  I  was  in, 
gave  me  ten  fequins. 

I  had  not  eat  any  thing  for  two  days 
together ;  fo  that  I  received  this  money 
as  a  prefent  from  Heaven.  Being  now 
pel  fe£Uy  afhamed  of  myfeif,  I  went  to 
the  port  of  Sues,  deligmng  to  embark 
in  the  firft  (hip  I  could  meet  with.  I 
ioynd  one  that  was  juft  ready  to  depart 
for  Adel*.  I  had  fcarc»  time  enough  to 
make  Ibme  flight  provifion  for  my  voyage 
with  the  little  money  1  was  mailer  of.  I 
fet  forwards  with  nothing  hut  my  hawk ; 
and  we  arrived  at  Adel  without  meeting 
•with  any  accident.  I  had  now  remain- 
ing in  my  purfe  hut  three  fequins  of  the 
ten  which  had  been  given  me :  I  refolved 
to  bea  good  hufba-nd  of  them,  and  to  live 
upon  the  induftry  of  my  hawk.  I  had 
a  very  particular  talent  for  training  up 
thofe  forts  of  birds.  Mine  was  very  ex- 
cellent at  the  fport.  I  had  accuftomed 
him  not  to  kill  his  quarry;  he  only  pecked 
out  their  eyes  with  twcdtrokesof  his  billy 
and  then  I  took  them  alive  :  fo  that  I  did 
not  want  for  game  to  maintain  myfeif, 
and  a  poor  old  widow- woman  that  had 
taken  me  into  her  houfe.  I  had  fo  much, 
that  I  carried  fome  every  day  to  l  he  king's 
purveyor,  who  paid  me  for  it  nobly ;  and 
who  was  fo  furprized  at  what  I  told  him 
of  my  bird,  that  he  informed  the  king 
of  it. 

That  prince,  who  was  a  great  lover  of 

fporting,  lent  for  me:    he  told  me  he 

would  lee  my  hawk  take  a  flight,  and 

bid  me  be  ready  next  day  very  early.     I 

gladly  obeyed ;    and  the  king  was   fo 

charmed  at  the  fwiftnefs,  dexterity,  and 

obedience  of  my  bird,  that  he  alked  me 

what  I  would  tr.ke  for  it.  '  Sir,'  replied  I, 

'  it  is  all  that  I  h;ive  left  of  above  two 

'  hundred  thoulancl  lequins  which  my 

father  bequeathed  me  when  he  died. 

This  poor  hawk  has  maintained  me 

ever  fmce  I  have  been  in  want :  but, 

r-ncr  he  has  been  fo  happy  as  to  pleafe 

your  majefty,  I  Hull  be  over-paid  for 


*  him  by  the  honour  I  hope  you  will  da 
'  me  in  accepting  it.' 

The  King  of  Adel  (continued  Sina- 
dab)  immediately  ordered  me  twenty 
thoui'and  lequins,  lodged  me  in  his  pa- 
lace, and  conferred  on  me  the  place  of  hi  J 
chief  huntlinan.  In  a  word,  Madam, 
that  prince  had  fo  much  kindnefs  for  me, 
that  in  a  little  time  I  became  his  prime 
vizir  and  fole  confidant:  I  went  with 
him  every  day  a-hunting,  in  which  di- 
verfion  he  delighted  exceedingly ;  and  I 
feldom  was  from  him  but  when  he  retired 
among  his  women. 

'  How  unhappy  mould  I  be,  my  dear 
Sinadab,'  faid  he  to  me  one  day,  *  if 
I  mould  iofeyou !  You  (hare  the  iweeteft 
moments  of  my   life/-—'  My  lord,' 
eplied  I,  '  the  favour  of  the  great  is  to* 
uncertain  a  bottom  for  a  wife  man  to 
build  upon.     I  am  loaded  to-day  with 
your  goodnefs;  perhaps  to-morrow  I 
(hall  be  loaded  with   chains  by  your 
command.'—'  No,  no,  vizir,'  laid  he, 
fear  nothing;  I  (hall  always  love  you: 
and,  to  bind  you  more  Itriitly  to  me, 
and  that  you  may  entirely  forget  your 
own  country,  you  lhall  marry  one  of 
my  filters.  I  have  three  that  are  tolera- 
bly handtbme;  you  (hall  fee  them  this 
moment,  but  without  their  knowledge } 
and  if  your  heart  is  not  already  engag- 
ed, Ihe  you  like  beft  (hall  to-morrow 
be  your  wife.'     I  threw  myfeif  at  the 
king's  feet,  confounded  with  the  honour 
he  did  me:  lie  railed  me  up,  and  embrac- 
ing me  tenderly,  made  me  go  into  hit 
clolct,  placed  me  behind  a  great  curtain 
of  black  gauze,  and  commanded  the  cap- 
tain of  his  eunuchs  to  fetch  the  threo 
princefTes. 

The  king's  orders  were  executed  in  an 

inftant.     Immediately  afterwards  thero 

entered  the  clolet  three  ladies  of  unpara- 

lelled  beauty,   brilliant  as  full-moons. 

The  kim';  talked  with  them  fome  timo 

upon  indifferent  matters;  then,  having 

fent  them  back  to  their  own  apartment, 

he  called  me  from  behind  the  curtairt 

where  I  llo  -d.     '  Well,  my  dear  vizir,* 

laid  he,  '  whid?  <-.f  my  three  filters  gave 

your  heart  tnt'Tnolt  emotion  ?' — '  Alvl 

my  lord,'  replied  I,  transported, '  thofo 

ladies  are  of  i'uch  ravijhing  beauty,  that 

I  could  not  decide  in  fo  little  time.'— • 

Come,   come/   interrupted  the  king, 

one  of  the  three  did  certainly  pleafo  yotf 


*  A<M  ;<;  th<*  capital  city  of  a  kingdom  of  the  fame  name  in  New  Arabia,  otherwifc 
•ailed  tLc  Country  oi  AJAR. 

€  more 
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*  more  than  the  other  two :  own  which 
'  it  was;  I  give  her  to  you  freely,  and  I 
'  command  you  to  difcover  your  ienti- 
'  ments  to  me  frankly/ — '  My  lord/ 
replied  I,  '  ftnce  you  abfolutely  lay  your 
'  commands  upon  me,  the  youngeli  of 
'  the  three  princefles  pierced  my  heart 

*  with  the  molt  irreiiltible  channs :  but 

*  notwithitanding   yoi;r  majefty's   un- 

*  bounded  goodnefs  to  your  (lave,  my 

*  happinefs  would  be  incompleat  if  I  did 
'  not  obtain  the  princefs  by  her  own  con- 

*  tent.' — '  Thefe  fcntiments  are  extreme  - 
'  ly  delicate/  replied  the  king; '  but  I  will 
'  give  you  this  fatisfaction  too.1     Then 
he  ordered  the  captain  of  the  eunuchs  to 
fetch  Bouzemghir;  this,  Madam,  was 
the   princefs's  name:    (he   immediately 
came.    '  My  dear  Bouzemghir,'  laid  the 
king,  embracing  her, '  I  intend  to  marry 
'  you;  but  will  not  force  your  inclina- 
'  tions.     The  vizir  Sinadab,  to  whom 
'  I  juft  now  propoled  you  for  a  wife,  will 
'  owe  your  hand  to  nothing  but  your 

*  love:   I  leave  you  with  him;  examine 

*  your  heart  before  you  give  me  a  pofi- 
'  tive  anfwer;  and  allure  yourklf  that, 
'  let  your  resolution  be  what  it  will,  I 

*  fliall  not  be  in  the  leait  difplea fed  at  it.' 
The  King  of  Adel  upon  this  retired, 

and  left  the  captain  of  the  eunuchs  at  the 
door  without.  It  would  be  to  no  purpofe, 
Madam,  (continued  Sinadab)  to  repeat 
to  you  the  converfation  Bouzemghir  and 
I  had  together.  She  gave  me  to  under- 
ftand,  by  the  tendereft  expreilions,  that  (he 
mould  efteem  it  her  greateft  felicity  to 
have  me  for  her  hulband;  and  affured 
me  more  than  once,  that  the  obedience 
fhe  owed  to  the  king  her  brother  had  no 
mare  in  the  fentiments  (hefoingeni'onlly 
difcovered  to  me.  Upon  this  1  eipouied 
her  with  all  imaginable  magnificence  5 
and  the  city  of  Adel  took  part  in  my  joy, 
ibr  the  king  upon.that  occalion  difcharg- 
ed  the  inhabitants  from  one-fourth  of 
their  taxes. 

At  the  end  of  fome  months,  Bouzem- 
ghir found  herfelf  withchild.  As  I  loved 
her  tenderly,  I  was  inexprefiibly  rejoiced 
at  it :  but  my  joy  was  of  very  ihort  dura- 
tion; (he  happened  to  fail,  hurt  hericlf 
veiy  dangerouily,  and  had  liked'to  die  of 
a  mifcarriage.  By  the  extraordinary  care 
that  was  taken  of  her,  (he  foon  recovered 
a  perfect  ftate  of  health:  but  five  years 
being  parted  without  having  any  thiU 
dren,  we  confulted  the  (kilfuleit  phyft- 
cians  in  all  Adel,  who  unanimouily  af- 
fured us  the  princefs  my  wife  could 
never  be  a  mother. 


This  gave  great  uneafmefs  to  Bou- 
zemghir, whom  I  adored,  and  who  loved 
me  with  inconceivable  tendernefs.  '  My 
4  lord,'  faid  ihe  to  me  one  night  when  we 
were  alone  together,  '  fince  I  am  for  ever 
'  deprived  of  the  tweet  pleat  lire  of  giving 
'  you  an  heir,  let  xis  at  leait  tiy  to  foften  the 
'  rigour  of  our  fortune  by  adopting  little 
'  Roumy.'  This,  Madam,  (continued 
Sinadab)  was  thefon  of  one  of  my  (laves, 
and  at  four  years  old  gave  a  profpect  of 
all  that  could  be  hoped  for  in  a  child  of 
that  age.  As  I  never  knew  how  to  con- 
tradict Bouzemghir  in  any  thing,  I  wil- 
lingly contented  to  this  propol'al,  with  the 
good  liking  of  the  King  of  Adel.  I 
brought  up  Roumy  like  my  own  fon, 
and  neglected  nothing  that  might  make 
him  accomplifhed. 

Roumy  had  now  for  ten  years  looked 
upon  me  as  his  father,  and  I  had  receiv- 
ed all   poflible  fatisfaction   from  himj 
when  one  night,  as  I  was  in  bed  with 
Bouzemghir,  and  not  able  to  deep,  my  fa- 
ther's lait  words,  and  the  oath  he  had 
made  me  take  upon  the  Alcoran,  came 
into  my  mind ;  but  I  only  laughed  at  it. 
«  How  thefe  old  folks  doat!'  laid  I  to 
myfelf.     '   I  have  wafted  all  my  fub- 
ftance :  I  have  given  mylelf  to  a  prince 
that  I  know  nothing  of;  and  am  I  ever 
the  worfe  for  it?    On  the   contrary, 
could  I  ever  wi(h  for  a  fortune  more 
conilderable,  more  folid,  and  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  that  of  being  vizir  and 
brother-in-law  to  a  potent  king,  who 
places  his  whole  delight  in  having  me 
near  him  ?  I  have  adopted  Roumy  in 
fpite  of  my  father's  command.  What 
fatisfactiun  do  I  receive  from  that  child, 
who  at  fifteen  years  of  age  gives  marks 
of  fo  excellent  a  temper,   and  from, 
whom  I  may  cue  day  expect  all  the  ac- 
knowledgment and  gratitude   in  the 
world !  No,  no,  we  mould  not  be  too 
iervilely  ftrift  in  obeying  the  will  of 
our  fathers:  when  they  have  attained 
a  certain  age,  they  are  fo  far  from  being 
able   to  direct   others,  that  they  are 
hardly  in  a  condition  to  conduct  them- 
ieives.' 

I  went  to  fleep,  Madam,  after  having 
made  thefe  wife  reflections:  they  came 
nto  my  head  a^ain  next  morning.  '  Here 
are  two  articles  of  my  father's  advice 
already  neglected,'  laid  I  to  myfelf, 
and  not  the  leaii  misfortune  has  enfued: 
let  us  ice  if  it  will  be  the  fame  with  the 
third.'  After  having  ftudied  fometime, 
I  hit  upon  the  (tratagtm  which  I  am 
going  to  tell  you. 

D  i          Bouzcmghir 
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Bouremjrhir  h?.d  often  murmured  at 
the  King  of  Add,  when  he  tore  me  from 
her  arms  to  carry  me  a-hunting,  from 
whence  I  generally  returned  very  much 
fatigued.  Ker  complaints  put  me  upon 
trying  if  my  wife  were  capable  of  keep- 
ing a  fecret. 

I  went  to  the  perch  where  the  king's 
hawks  ftood;  I  took  down  that  which  he 
moit  loved,  unfeen  by  any  body;  I  car- 
ried it  to  a  pleasure- houfe  at  the  end  of 
z  garden  which  I  had  out  of  the  city,  and 
gave  it  to  a  mute,  who  was  the  keeper  of 
it,  with  orders  not  to  ftir  from  thence  till 
f  mebody  came  to  him  from  me  and 
flic  wed  him  my  ring.  I  then  took  the 
key  of  the  garden,  and  double-locked  the 
door,  and  carried  the  key  to  a  friend 
whofe  probity  I  was  perfectly  well  af- 
fured  of.  '  If  you  hear  that  my  life  is 
'  in  danger,'  faid  I  to  him,  «  which  I 
'  forcfee  may  quickly  happen,  oblige 

*  me  fo  far  as  to  go  to  my  garden,  of 

*  which  here  is  the  key,  mew  this  ring 
'  to  the  mute  that  is  keeper  of  it,  and 

*  bring  him  to  me  with  the  depofitum  I 

*  juft  nowentrufted  you  with:  he  wilibe 
'  fervicttable  in  my  juftification.' 

Then  I  returned  home;  and,  as  I  had 
always  a  pretty  many  hawks  to  teach,  I 
took  one  that  exactly  refembled  the 
king's,  wrung  off  it's  neck,  and  carried 
it  to  my  wife.  '  '  Charming  Bouzem- 
"  ghir,'  faid  I,  embracing  her,  '  behold 
'  a  token  of  my  tendernefs:  yo\i  have 

*  fo  often  complained  of  the  King  of 

*  Adel,  that  I  was  refolved  to  tut  away 

*  the  root  of  the  uneafinus  he   gives 
'  you.     This  hawk  js  the  o.:ly  caufe; 

"'  he  it  is  that,  by  being  the  fole  delight 

*  of  the  king-,  deprives  you  of  your's. 
'  I  have  killed  him;  b  t   be  fure  you 
'  take  heed   not  to  reveal   this   fecret. 

*  I  am  a  dead  man  if  the  king  mould 
'  know  of  this  my  ingratitude  to  him; 
'  he  would  have  but  little  regard  to  the 

*  motive  that  prevailed  upon  me  to  do 

*  it.' 

Bouzcmghir  at  firft  feemed  frightened 
at  the  danger  I  had  brought  upon  myfrlf; 
but  prefently  afterwards,  tenderly  prefling 
iny  hand — '  My  dear  lord,'  laid  fhe, 
'  light  of  my  life,  if  only  you  and  I  are 
'  :«••(] minted  with  this  fecret,  you  may 
'  be  fure  you  are  fafe,  and  that  the  moft 
'  cruel  torment  (hall  never  extort  it  from 

*  me.' — '  So  far  then  we  are  well,'  re- 
plied I :  *  do  you  take  and  conceal  the 

*  hawk  with  theutmoll  caution,  while  I 

*  go  make  my  court  to  the  king.' 


I  left  Bouzcmghir,  to  wait  upon  ttus 
King  of  Adcl.  .He  had  already  been  in- 
formed that  his  hawk  was  not  to  be 
found.  He  appeared  extremely  uneafy 
at  it.  '  My  lord,'  faid  I;  '  I  know  but 
one  way  to  recover  your  bird:  have  it 
publimed  all  over  Adel  how  much  you 
are  dillurbed  at  yourlofs,  and  proniife 
a  reward  for  finding  it,  worthy  the 
generofity  of  fo  great  a  monarch  as  you 
are.' 

The  king  took  my  advice;  he  had  it 
cried  at  every  ftreet's  end,  that  whoever 
mould  bring  him  tidings  of  his  hawk, 
dead  or  aiive,  if  it  was  a  man,  beiides  the 
confifcation  of  half  the  eltate  r.f  him  who 
committed  the  theft,  he  would  make  him. 
one  of  the  greatefrmen  in  the  kingdom; 
and  that  if  it  was  a  woman,  he  would 
marry  her  tc  the  vizir  Giamy,  who  was  the 
handibrneft  man  in  all  Adel,  and  fhared 
his  favour  with  me. 

This  publication  was  foon  fpread  over 
the  city.    I  thought  it  all  in  vain,  reiving 
upon  the  extraordinaiy  love  of  Bouzem- 
ghir,  who  for  fifteen  years  had  not  let  a 
day  pp.fs  without  giving  me  f'ome  frcih 
marks  of  it:  but  before  fun-let  I  was  in 
the  utmoft  furprize  to  fee  myftit  arrci'td 
on  the  part  of  the  king,  and  thrown  into 
a  dark  dungeon,  where  I  Ipent  the  night. 
Day-light  had  fcarce  begun  to  apptaf 
when  I  was  carried  before  the  King  of 
Adel,  whofe  fury  was  vifiblein  his  coun- 
tenance.   'Perfidious  vizir!'  faid  he  to 
me, '  haft  thou  fo  foon  forgot  the  favours 
I  have  fhowered  upon  thee  ?  What ! 
without  the  leait  gratitude  for  the  fta- 
tion  I  have  railed  thee  to,  haft  thou  the 
cruelty  to  ftab  me  in  thetendereft  part  ?' 
— '  My  lord,'  replied  I,  '  from  the  duft 
in  which  I  grovelled,  you  took  me  and 
placed  me  upon  the  throne  of  great nefs  5 
it  is  in  your  power  to  tumble  me  from 
it  with  a  fin'-.le  blaft  of  your  breath. 
But  give  me  leave  to  reprefent  to  you, 
that  I  am  entirely   ignorant   of  the 
caufe  of  your  anger,  and  that  the  per- 
fons  who  accufe  me  to  you  are  much 
lei's  innocent  than  me.' — '  Ungrateful 
traitor!'  faid  the  king,  '  haft  thou  not 
killed  my  hawk  ?' — '  I,  my  lord  !'  re- 
died  I,  in  a  leeming  amazement;  '  is  it 
poflible  that  I  mould  rob  my  matter 
of  that  only  inftrument  of  his  delight 
by  which  I  had  the  happinefs  to  pleafe 
him  ?  No,  no,  my  lord,  if  this  is  all.the 
reafon  of  your  anger,  I  am  ctTtain  it 
will  quickly  fall  upon  another  head.'— 
Ah,  villain!'  cried  the  king  with  fury, 
pulling 
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pulling  out  the  dead  hawk  from  under 
his  robe,  '  doit  thou  add  this  audaciouf- 
nefs  to  thy  former  crime  ?  There,  be- 
hold thy  handy  work.'1      I  was  very 
rich  confounded  at  this  fight.     '  My 
lord/  faid  I  upon  this,  '  appearances 
are  often  falfe;  but,  though  I  have  no- 
thing to  upbraid  mylelf  with  as  to  the 
death  of  yonr  hawk,  I  beg  you  would 
tell  me   the  name  of  my  acculer.' — 
Well,'  anfwered  the  King  of  Add,  '  I 
will  grant  thee  this  fatisfaftion  too:  it 
is  Bouzemghir,  thy  wife;  dared  thou 
object  to  fuch  a  witnefs  ?'   A  thunder- 
bolt could  not  have  fallen  more  heavy 
than  this  news  did  upon  me.     At  that 
moment  I  called  to  mind  my  father's  laft 
words;  and  the  remembrance  almoft  funk 
me  to  the  earth.     '  Juft  Heaven!'  cried 
I,  '  Bouzemghir  my  accufer!  Does  flie 

*  betray  me?  Was  ever  any  thing  fo 

*  black,  fo  odious  ?  Ah !  my  lord,'  con- 
tinued I,  '  I  could,  if  I  pleafed,  retort  the 

*  whole  guilt  upon  her;  but,  though  I 
'  am  innocent  towards  you,  I  will  not 

*  defend  myfelf :  I  refpecl  your  blood. 

*  I  deferve  death,  if  you  have  not  the 

*  goodnefs  to  bethink  you  of  the  pro- 
'  mifes  your  majefty  has  made  me  in  the 
.*  wannett  moments  of  your  friend/hip.' 
— •'  No,  no,'  replied  the  King  of  Adel, 
'  the  more  I  have  loved  you,  the  more 
'  unpardonable  is  your  crime.     Do  not 

*  hope  for  any  mercy;  but  prepare  your- 
4  lelf  to  lofe  your  head.'    In  (hort,  Ma- 
dam, (continued  Sinadab)  notwithftand- 
ing  all  I  could  fay  to  move  that  prince's 
heart,  he  turned  his  back  upon  me,  and 
Jeft  me  in  the  hands  of  his  guards,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  executioner. 

For  fifteen  years  that -I  had  been  vizir, 
having  never  done  any  body  the  lead 
wrong  or  ini'.iftice,  all  men  of  probity 
were  grieved  to  fee  me  condemned  to  die 
for  fo  fmall  a  matter:  they  endeavoured 
in  vain  to  obtain  my  pardon;  the  king 
was  inexorable.  My  guards,  who  could 
not  without  tears  behold  my  approaching 
death,  offered  to  let  me  efcape.  '  No,' 
faid  I  to  them,  '  I  thank  you  for  your 
'  good-will ;  but  will  not  expofe  you  to 
'  the  king's  difpleafure  for  my  fafety.  I 

*  am  not  guilty ;  I  am  able  to  juftify  my- 

*  felf  when  I  lee  a  fit  time  to  do  it.' 
The  king  commanded  me  to  be  be- 
headed,  but  to  no  purpofe:  the  execu- 
tioner abfented  himfelf  from  Adel,  that 
he  might  not  do  his  office,  and  all  thofe 
whom  the  king  commiffioned  to  do  it 


refufed;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  pub- 
hfli  throughout  the  city,  that  whoever 
would  accept  the  employment,  fhoitld 
have  the  other  half  of  my  eftate,  which  he 
had  not  as  yet  difpofedof. 

Thotigh  this  offer  was  very  advan- 
tageous, nobody  yet  appeared  to  give  me 
my  death,  when  Roumy ,  my  adopted  for, 
went  to  Bouzemghir :  '  Madam,'  faid 
he,  '  without  concerning  mylelf  whether 
Sinadab  is  guilty  or  no,  his  head  i» 
devoted  to  death,  and  I  am  in  pain  for 
him  while  he  languishes  in  this  manner 
by  every  body's  refufing  to  dif;  atch 
him.  Of  his  immenfe  riches  the  one 
half  is  yonr's,  as  revealer  of  his  crime; 
fo  that  I  am  the  only  fufferer,  fince  the 
king  promifes  the  other  half  to  the  man 
that  mail  execute  Sinadab.  I  will  offer 
mylelf  to  the  king  to  do  this  fervice. 
I  believe  he,  and  Sinadab  hirrtfelf,  will 
take  it  kindly  at  my  hands;  •and  I  (hall 
put  an  end  to  the  coui  fe  of  a  life  which 
is  certainly  hateful  to  him,  and  get  for 
myfelf  the  wealth  which  ought  not 
by  right  to  fall  into  the  polfeflion  of 
ftrangere.' 

Bouzemghir,  who  it  is  likely  had  con- 
ceived a  violent  paffion  for  the  vizir 
Giamy,from  the  defcription  which  I  my- 
felf perhaps  had  given  her  of  him,  namely, 
that  he  was  the  handfomelt  man  in  all 
Adel,  knew  me  could  not  many  him 
while  I  was  alive ;  this  was  what  made 
her  fo  bafely  betray  me:  me  approved  the 
infamous  refolution  that  Roumy  had 
taken,  carried  him  to  the  king,  and  co- 
loured ever  the  aftion  fo  artfully,  that 
that  prince,  who  thirfted  for  my  blood, 
brought  him  himfelf  into  my  prifon,  and 
took  a  barbarous  delight  in  mewing  me 
my  executioner. 

I  remained  motionleis  at  the  fight  of 
Rourny.  In  vainj  with  tears  in  my  eyes, 
I  upbraided  him  with  his  ingratitude:  be 
had  the  hardnefs  of  heart  to  tie  my  hands, 
and  would  fain  have  perfuaded  me  that 
I  was  obliged  to  him  for  his  offering 
himfelf  to  dilpatch  me. 

The  king  was  prefent  all  the  while  at 
fo  mournful  a  fight,  without  being  in  the 
lead  concerned  at  it :  my  tears  were  not 
able  to  move  him;  and,  finding  him  in- 
flexible—' O  Sazan,  Sazan,'  cried  I, 
'  why  did  not  1  follow  your  advice  ?* 
Thefe  words,  which  he  imagined  had  no 
fenfe  in  them,  made  him  believe  that  the 
fear  of  death  had  put  me  befide  my  wits. 
'  What  do  you  mean  by  thefe  words — . 
"  O,  Sazan, 
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•«  O  Sazan,  Sazan,"  faid  he?  '  unfold 

•  this  riddle  tome.' — c  My  lord,'  replied 
J,  '  they  reproach  me  for  difobeying  my 

•  father,  whole  name  was  Sazun,  in  the 

•  three  only  things  he  recommended  to 
'  me  upon  his  death-bed;  I  muft  now 

•  endure  my  punifhment  without  mur- 

•  muring.  I  have  devoted  myfelf  to  your 
'  maiefty's   fervire  without  thoroughly 

•  knowing  you;  I  have  revealed  a  fecret 

•  to   my  wife;   and  I  have  foiteied  in 
'  my  brsait  a  viper  that  is  now  about  to 
'  fting  me  to  death.    Notwithftar.  -'In:, ;of 
'  all  your  profiles,  you  deliver  i 

•  to  punifhment  for  the  death  of  a  hawk, 
'  which  I  am  innocent  of.   Bouzemghir, 
'  forgetting  the  inexprefiible  tsndernefs 

•  I  have  had  for  her  thefe  fifteen  years, 

•  betrays  me  in  the  moft  perfidious  man- 
'  ner;  and  Rov:my,  this  boy,  whom  1 
'  have  looked  upon  as  my  own  ion,  fe- 

•  duced  by  fordid  interell,  offers  himftlf 
'  t«r  be    my  executioner.  —  O   Sazan, 

•  Sazan,'   once  more,  '  v.-hy  did  I  not 
'  take  your  advice  ?*    The  king  and  all 
the  fpe&atoi  s  grew  ftiff  with  horror  atthis 
relation.  When  I  turned  myfelf  to  Rou- 
iny — '  Strike,  unworthy  Roumy,  ftrike!' 
cried  I :  '  do  not  lengthen  out  the  pain  of 
'  the  unhappy  but   innocent   Sinadab; 
'  every  moment  of  whofe  life  ought  to 
'  cover  thee  with  fhame  and  confufion.' 

Roumy,  without  being  at  all  concern- 
ed at  any  thing  I  could  fay  to  him,  drew 
his  fword,  and  prepared  to  cut  off  my 
head. 

Roumy,  like  an  unnatural  child,  was 
juft  goin£  to  give  me  the  fatal  blow,  (con- 
tinued Sinadab)  when  the  friend  whom 
I  bad  entrtifted  with  the  key  of  my  gar- 
de;1., entered  the  prifon  with  the-  king's 
hawk  upon  his  fift.  '  My  lord,'  faid  he, 
catching  hold  cf  Roumy's  arm,  which 
was  not  above  two  fingers  breadth  from 
i»y  neck,  '  behold  the  falfity  of  .the  ac- 

•  cufation  formed  againft  Sinadab;  and 
'  be  convinced  that  this  is  your  own 

•  hawk,  by  the  mark  you  yourfelf  gave 

•  him  upon  one  of  his  feet.' 

The  King  of  Adel  was  ftrangely  fur- 
prized  at  the  light  of  the  bird :  the  greateft 
confufion  imaginable  prcfently  covered 
his  face;  he  bent  his  eyes  upon  the  earth, 
and  fell  into  the  profeundeft  thcughtfut- 
nefs  at  what  had  happened.  For  my  part, 
(added  Sinadab)  however  lucky  my 
friend's  arrival  was  forme,  I  was  almoft 
forty  for  it.  Life  was  become  odious  to 
xne,  by  reafon  of  my  wife's  treachery, 
and  the  ingratitude  of  my  adopted  fon. 


However,  I  threw  myfelf  at  the  king's 
feet:  'My  Jcrd,'  faid  I,  '  lo!  this  mife- 
'  rable  favourite,  whom  you  had  fo  often 
'  aflured  of  eternal  protection,  was  upon 
'  the  point  of  lofmg  his  life  uniuftly." 
Upon  this  he  raifed  me  from  the  ground, 
and  ordered  me  to  explain  the  whole 
myftery  to  him.  I  did  it  jn  few  words  t 
he  examined  all  the  circumftances  of  what 
I  told  him;  and,  perceiving  his  own  fault 
aivi  Bouzemghir's  bafenefs  of  foul,  he 
immediately  lent  to  ieize  her,  had  her 
brought  before  him,  and  having  cauled 
her  to  he  tied  back  to  back  with  Roumy, 
he  commanded  me  to  cut  off  their  heads 
.  '>  the  fame  fabre  that  had  been  defign- 
ed  tc  :nt  off  mine.  I  refufed  to  dip  my 
hand  in  th?  bkxxi  that  had  been  fo  dear 
to  ins :  I  even  begged  mercy  for  thofc 
two  vile  wretches;  but  J  co  Id  not  ob- 
tain it;  one  of  the  king's  guards  fevered 
their  heads  from  their  moulders. 

The  king,  contented  with  this  rrocu- 
tion,  which  I  could  not  fee  wit  loutlhed- 
dmg  of  tears  in  abundance,  embraced  m« 
tenderly,  and  carried  me  back  with  him  to 
the  palace. '  My  lord,'  faid  I  to  him  again, 
was  I  deceived  when  I  formerly  repre- 
fented  to  you,  that  they  who  rely  on 
the  favour  of  the  great,  build  npon  the 
land;  fince  the  death  of  a  vile  creature, 
which  you  thought  me  the  author  of, 
could  make  you  forget  in  a  moment  % 
frienduYip  of  fifteen  years  ?' — '  Forget 
this  fault,  vizir,'  faid  the  King  of  Adel  t 
I  am  afnamed  of  myfelf,  and  will  make 
you  ample  amends ;  I  will  raiie  you  to 
fuch  a  pitch  of  glory,  that  there  /hall 
for  the  future  be  no  danger  of  your 
falling.' — '  No,  my  lord,'  anfwered  I 
efpeftfully,  '  give  me  leave  to  return  to 
Sues ;  there  to  enjoy  a  qxiiet  and  peace- 
able life:  this  is  the  only  favour  that 
Sinadab  defues  of  you.'      The  king 
ftrongly  oppofed  this  refol'ition,   but  I 
remained  unfhaken:  nothing  could  per- 
fuade  me  to  ftay  with  him;  and  I  fet  fail 
eight  days  afterwards  in  a  fhu>  which  he 
gave  me,  and  which  I  loaded  with  all 
my  riches  and  furniture,   and  a  great 
many  jewels  with  which  he  prefented  me 
at  my  departure.    This  feparation  occa~ 
ficnt'd  me  feme  regret :  but  at  length  I 
ftt-eix-d  towards  Egypt,  and  we  were  al- 
mc!t  in  fight  of  port,  when  a  dreadful  tem- 
peft,  after  having  tofTed  us  about  for  three 
days  and  three  nights  together,  fwallovved 
up  my  fhip  at  fome  leagues  diftance  from 
Sues.    Al!  the  mariners  pcriflied  :  I  was 
the  only  man  that,  by  help  of  a  plank, 
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was  faved  from  the  fhipwreck,  and  got 
fate  to  more;  but  I  had  loft  all  my  ef- 
fefts,  and  faw  myfelf  in  a  moment  re- 
duced to  the  lowetl  degree  of  mii'ery  and 
want. 

Not  knowing  where  to  lay  my  head,  I 
called  to  mind  my  father's  will.  I  re- 
membered thaf  I  was  ftill  matter  of  a  little 
garden  and  fummer-houle  without  the 
gates  of  Sues.  I  was  ciii'ious  to  know  it 
any  body  had  taken  potfefTion  of  it  in  my 
abfence.  I  had  been  gone  away  above 
lixteen  years:  I  found  it  in  the  lame  con- 
dition wherein  I  had  left  it,  only  that  it 
leemed  very  much  out  of  repair.  I  opened 
the  door  by  means  of  a  fecret  which  my 
father  had  often  mewed  me,  and  which 
nobody  elie  was  acquainted  with;  I  found 
the  walls  all  over-grown  with  mofs,  and 
the  room  very  much  in  diforder  ;  and  as 
it  was  pretty  late,  and  I  extremely  fa- 
tigued, 1  laid  me  down  upon  an  old 
rotten  mat,  where  I  flept  till  hunger  waked 
me.  I  was  mafter  of  no  trade  to  get  a 
livelihood  by.  Being  unwilling  to  make 
myfelf  known,  I  refolved  to  aik  alms 
from  door  to  door:  for  this  purpofe  I 
went  out  of  the  garden ;  but  I  implored 
in  vain  the  chanty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sues  ;  nobody  aflifted  me  in  the  prefent 
want  I  was  reduced  to :  fo  that  at  night 
I  returned  to  my  little  houie  very  hungry 
and  weary  with  walking  ;i!xnit  all  dwy. 
I  fat  me  down  upon  an  old  joint-ftool 
that  ftood  in  a  corner  of  the  lummer- 
houfe,  and  revolved  in  my  mind  all  that 
my  father  had  commanded  me  at  his 
death,  and  which  I  had  given  fo  little 
heed  to;  when  I  caft  my  eyes  upon  a 
fmall  coffer  almoft  rotten,  which  I  had 
pot  yet  feen :  it  was  faft  locked ;  I  very 
nattily  broke  it  open,  thinking  to  find  in 
it  fome  money,  that  my  father  might  have 
put  there ;  but  I  was  very  much  furprked 
when  I  law  nothing  in  it  but  a  rope 
about  the  bignefs  of  one"s  little  finger,  and 
a  note  of  my  father's  own  hand-writing, 
in  thefe  words : 


"y  OU  have  not  kept  your  word  with 
•*•  '  me,  Sinadab,  though  you  fwore 

u;  on  the  Alcoran  to  do  it.     Your  ill 

management  and  difobedieiice  have 
it  yo'i  to  this  condition;  but  if 

yju  have  refolution  to  follow  this  laft 
ountei,  you  will  find  an  end  to  your 

misfortunes  in  this  coffer.' 

'  Yes,'  cried  I  with  fury,  c  yes,  father, 
•  I  will  for  this  out  tirae-obey  you :  nei-. 


*  ther,  indeed,  have  I  any  thing  further 
'  to  hope  for,  but  to  finilh  my  unhappy 
'  days  by  this  rope.1  Then  taking  a  deipe- 
ralc  resolution,  I  got  up  upon  the  joint- 
fiool;  and,  after  having  tied  the  rope  into 
a  ilip  knot,  I  fattened  it  to  a  fort  of  hook, 
which  ftuck  in  the  cieling  of  the  lummcr- 
houfe,  and  which  feemed  to  have  been 
placed  there  for  that  very  purpofe;  I  put 
the  noofe  about  my  neck,  and  kicking 
away  the  ftool,  abandoned  myfelf  with- 
out reluctance  to  the  rigour  of  my  de- 
ftiriy. 

By  this  means,  Madam,  I  expe£ted  to 
have  found  a  certain  de'ath,  when  tfco 
weight  of  my  body  pulling  down  the 
hook,  brought  along  with  it  a  fort  of  a 
trap-door,  through  which  felllb  great  a 
number  of  pieces  of  gold,  that  I  w:\s  ail 
covered  with  them.  This  happy  diico- 
very  foon  made  me  forget  what  little  hurt 
I  had  received  from  my  fall.  I  prefeuitly 
railed  myfelf,  climbed  up  through  the 
trap-door,  and  was  in  an  inexpre/Kble 
amazement  at  finding  there  an  immenik 
quantity  of  riches,  as  well  in  gold  as  in 
diamonds.  I  thought  I  iho.ild  have  died 
with  joy  at  this  light,  which  at  once  put 
an  end  to  all  my  misfortunes.  I  took 
one  of  the  pieces  of  gold;  and,  havinsf 
fait  locked  the  garden-door,  went  and. 
provided  myfelf  with  a  good  meal.  Next 
day  I  dillributed  among  the  poor  derv  ife* 
a*  thouland  pieces  of  gold ;  and,  having 
put  myfelf  in  a  condition  to  appear  with 
honour  in  the  city,  I  re  -pure  haled  almoft 
all  my  father's  polTeflions  ;  and,  that  £ 
might  never  forget  the  misfortunes  into 
which  I  fell  by  my  difobedience,  I  caufei 
to  be  repeated  to  me  at  all  meals  the 
words  you  jutt  now  heard,  concerning  the 
fubmiflion  andrefpect  duefrcm  children 
to  their  parents. 

It  is  almort  five  years,  Madam,  (con- 
tinued Sinadab)  fi nee  I  returned  to  Sues, 
During  all  that  time  I  have  done  my  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  live  like  a  man  of 
,  virtue  and  honour.  Mymisfortnnes  have 
mad?  me  wife  and  frugal;  and  I  fpenl 
my  life  agreeably  with  the  beaxitifai 
Roukia,  whom  you  faw  immediately 
after  dinner:  of  all  my  women,  (he  is  her 
in  whom  I  have  found  moft  merit.  She 
is  of  Surate;  pnd  having  two  fitters  there 
whom  me  loves  tenderly,  and  who  are  in, 
narrow  circumftances,  I  am  going  at  her 
requeft  to  look,  them  o;it,  thrrt  I  may  carry 
them  with  me  to  Sues,  where  I  mea&  to 
fettle  them. 

When  Sinadab,  ray  lord,  (conrimieif 

Eea- 
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Ben-Ei -kloun)had  donefpeaking,  Prince 
Cheref-Eldin  let  him  know  how  glad  he 
%yas  to  lee  him  thus  hnppy  after  the  mul- 
titude of  croifes  he  had  gone  through ; 
and,  as  the  winds  were  very  favourable, 
the  fhip  was  not  long  before  it  arrived  at 
Suiate.  The  prince,  Itill  in  his  wo- 
man's drd's,  there  took  his  leave  of  Si- 
nadab  and  the  charming  Roukia,  re- 
turning them  a  million  of  thanks  for  the 
civilizes  he  had  received  from  themj  and, 
after  having  relted  himiclf  for  fometimj^ 
he  took  the  way  to  China. 

*  This  ftory  has  afforded  me  extraor- 
'  dmary  delight,'  interrupted  the  King 
»f  Alhacan,  addrefinig  himfdf  to  Ben- 
Eridoun.     '  I  am  wonderfully  p  leafed 
witli  you  j  and  I  order  Mutamhid  to 
give  you  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold 
for  every  day  that  you  contribute  to 
telax  my  mind.    But  I  am  nolefs  im- 
patient now  to  know  tire  fate  of  Gul- 
hindy  and  Cheref-Eldin,  than  I  have 
beta  thefe  few  days  part  to  hear  the 
iequel  of  Sinadab's  adventures.  Since 
we  have  ftiil  fome  little  time  remaining, 
continue  your  liiitory.'  Ben-Eridoun, 
charmed  with  being  ll»  happy  as  to  pleale 
lua  prince,  went  on  thus. 


THE  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HIS- 
TORY OF  CHEREF-ELDIN  AND 
GUL-HINDV. 

/CHEREF-ELDIN,  my  lord,  frill 
\^i  in  a  woman's  habit,  had  travelled 
but  few  days  before  he  came  to  a  delight- 
ful meadow.  Arabia  the  Happy  does 
5ot  produce  fuch  variety  of  riches  and 
grateful  odours  as  nature  dilplayed  in 
this  place.  The  earth  was  covered  with 
a  fort  grafs  which  feemc.'.  as  if  it  never 
withered.  Neither  the  heats  of  ibrnmcr, 
nor  the  nipping  biaits  of  winter,  ever 
faded  the  roles,  jefiiunines,  and  violets, 
with  which  the  country  was  adorned  ; 
and  thofe  flowers  which  charmed  die 
eye  by  the  diverfity  of  their  col  >urs,  did 
at  the  fame  time  gratify  the  fenfes  by  the 
exquiiite  odour  with  which  they  em- 
balmed the  air. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  meadow  rofe  a 
kind  of  rock  in  the  form  of  a  grotto, 
from  the  middle  of  which  there  ran  a 
fpring  into  a  great  bafon  of  rulHck  mar- 
ble. This  water  was  ib  clear  and  beau- 
tiful, that,  by  it's  enticing  murmur,  it 
invited  the  beholders  to  reil  themlclvcs 


on  it's  fides,  which  were  decked  with 
green  turf  5  and  a  large  tree,  which  grew 
juit  by  it,  ilretched  out  it's  boughs,  fo 
thick  of  leaves,  that  it's  fliadewas  impe- 
netrable by  the  rays  of  the  hottetf  fun. 

Here  the  prince  endeavoured  to  enioy 
for  Ibme  moments  the  fweets  of  ileep, 
which  the  iblitude  and  frefhnefs  of  the 
place  feemed  to  offer  him.  He  tied  his 
liorfe  to  a  fhrub,  and  extended  himiclf 
upon  file  grals ;  but  he  was  fcarce  fallen 
into  a  gentle  liumber,  when  a  frightful 
giant,  that  had  but  one  eye,  and  lived 
near  that  charming  place,  whither  hewas 
fometimes  ul'ed  to  relbrt  to  refrefli  him- 
feif,  came  thither.  He  was  deceived 
by  the  drefs  of  the  young  prince,  whom 
he  miltook  for  a  woman  of  the  moll  ra- 
viihing  beauty;  he  became  paffionately 
enamoured  of  him,  and  prepared  to  car- 
ry him  off.  He  had  already  untied  his 
i'abre,  and  thrown  it  at  fome  diftance 
from  him,  and  was  juft  about  to  execute 
his  defign,  when  an  arrow,  which  leemed 
to  be  ihot  by  an  inviiible  hand,  flew  di- 
rectly into  his  eye,  and  put  it  out,  by  this 
means  diiabling  him  to  fatisfy  his  brut- 
i(h  pafiion. 

The  prince  was  foon  waked  by  the  bel- 
lowing the  giant  made  at  this  wound ; 
and,  looking  about  for  his  deliverer,  he 
fpied  a  young  man  fo  like  himfelf,  that 
he  was  at  firlt  in  doubt  if  it  was  not  his 
own  madow. 

Tiie  llranger  and  the  fictitious  Princefs 
of  Tuluphan  admired  one  another  for 
fome  time  without  fpeaking;  but,  at 
length,  the  laft  breaking  filence— '  I  am 

*  indebted  to  you,  Sir,  for  the  preferva- 
'  tion  of  my  honour  and  my  life,'  laid  he 
to  him.  '  I  beg  you  would  tell  me  to  whom 
'  it  is  I  owe  an  obligation  which  will  be 

*  eternally  prefent  to  my  memory.* 
The  ftranger  for  fome  time  hefitated 

nnisvering  the  prince,  whom  he  thought  a 
womartj  but,  prevailed  upon  by  a  lecret 
motive,  which  he  could  not  refift — '  To 
any  other  but  you,'  Madam,'  faid  he, 
I  call  myfelf  Mobarek,  fon  of  a  mer- 
chant at  Ifpahan,  and  have  left  Perfia 
out. of  a  curiofity  to  travel :  but  a  cer- 
tain impulfe,  the  caufe  of  which  I  am 
ignorant  of,  forces  me  not  to  diflemble 
with  you,  and  to  confefs  that  I  am  the 
Prince  of  O,mus.  I  was  flying  from 
my  fattai's  court  to  avoid  a  match  I 
am  evtiemely  averfe  to,  when,  pafling 
by  this  place,  I  faw  you  come  to  the 
fide  of  this  fpring.  The  parity  of  fea- 
tures there  is  between  us,  made  me 
•  '  dehrous 
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•"  defirous  to  learn  who  you  are ;  and  I 

*  was  juft  going  to  accolt  you  with  that 
'  deiign,  when  I  faw*  you,  very  much  f  a- 

*  tigued,  endeavour  to  take  fome  little 
'  repofe;  which  I  was  unwilling  to  dif- 

*  turb,  and  which  you  might  (till  have 
(   enjoyed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  info- 

*  lence  of  that  monfter  whom  I  have  de- 

*  prived  of  light.     But,  Madam,' conti- 
nued he,  *  permit  me  to  tell  you,  that 

*  though  the  duty  of  a  prince  obliges  me 
'  to  give   afliftance  to  perfons  of  your 
'  (ex,  yet  there  was  fomething  more  that 
'  animated  me  when  I  undertook  your 

*  defence.     Forgive  this  rafh  confeflion, 
'  Madam;  nor  let  this  declaration  offend 
1  your  modefty.     An  invifible  obftacle 

*  oppofes  the  felicity  I  might  hope  for 
'  in  obtaining  your  love;  I  therefore  only 

*  beg  your  friendfhip:  but,  Madam,  I 
'  beg  it  with  all  the  earneftnefs  imagina- 

*  ble,  and  (hall  love  you  with  fo  much 
t  purity,  that  your  virtue  (hall  not  have 
'  the  leaft  catife  to  be  uneafy  at  it.' 

The  feigned  Princefs  of  Tuluphan  was 
fo  furprized  when  the  ftranger  inform - 
td  her  that  he  was  the  (on  of  the  King 
of  Ormus,  that  a  flu(h  diffufed  itfelf  all 
ever  her  face.  In  this  moment  (he  made 
a  thoufand  dreadful  reflections  upon 
what  Riza  had  told  her  of  that  prince, 
and  upon  the  impombility  there  was  in 
the  execution  of  the  will  of  the  King  of 
the  Genii;  but  thefe  reflections  being  all 
deftroyed  at  the  fight  of  fo  charming  a 
prince,  for  whom,  in  fpite  of  herfeif,  (lie 
already  felt  the  moft  perfect  «fteem,  (he 
was  juft  upon  the  point  -of  difcovering 
herfelf  to  him,  when,  callfng  to  mind  the 
misfortunes  that  Merou  had  threatened 
her  with,  (he  refolved  to  be  filent  only 
•wpon  the  fubjecl  of  her  (ex,  but  to  have 
in  every  thing  elie  the  fame  confidence  for 
the  Prince  of  Perfia  as  he  had  had  for  her. 
c  My  lord,'  faid  (he  to  him,  '  your  ac- 
'  tions  are  fo  refpeftful,  and  I  am  fo 
'  much  obliged  to  you,  that  I  cannot  be 
c  offended  at  the  declaration  you  have 
c  made  to  me.  You  defire  only  my 

*  friendfhip,  which  is  due  to  you  without 
'  the  leaft  referve.     As  for  me,  hunting 

*  was  my  only  diverfion,  till  fome  parti - 
'  cular  reafons,  which  I  cannot  reveal 
'  without  expofmg  myfclf  to  the  greateft 

*  miferies,  made  me  leave  my  father's 
'  court.     But  though  I  had  refolved  to 
'  conceal   my    name   from   the    whole 
'  world,  by  difguifing  myielf  under  that 


of  an  Emir  of  Samarcand*,  I  canno 
help  thinking  it  almoft  my  duty  to  let 
you  know,  my  lord,  that  1  am  the  only 
daughter  of  the   King  of  Tuluphan, 
and  that  my  name  is  Gul  hindy.' 
'Jnft  Heaven!'  cried  the  feigned  prince, 
nterrupting  her,    '  are  you  then   that 
lovely  Gul-hindy,  whofe  beauty  Fame 
has  publifhed  throughout   the  whole 
caft  ?     It  is  upon  your  account,  Ma- 
dam, that  I  quit  my  father's  court,  and 
betake  myielf  to  flight,   for  reafons 
which  inceffantly  torment  me ;  and  is 
it  you  that  I  now  have  met  with !  Ah, 
my  princefs1.'  continued  he,  his  eyes 
rowned  in  tears,  and  defpair  painted 
pon  his  face,  '  why  are  we  not  born  for 
one  another  ?    O  ye  Ibvereign  Arbiters 
of  all  things!  you  who  fee  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  what  have  I  done  to  be 
thus  tortured? — And  thou,  perfidious 
Love!  why  doft  thou  kindle  in  me  fo 
(harp  a  flame,  when  thou  knoweft  how 
impofTible  it  is  that  it  mould  ever  be 
quenched  ?— Yes,  my  princefs,  I  adore 
you;  but  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  fly  you. 
My  father  has  lately  fent  amhaffadors 
to  King  Mochzadin  to  demand  you  in 
marriage  forme.     The  ancient  friend- 
fhip there  is  between  thefe  two  mo- 
narchs,  inclines  me  to  believe  that  the 
King  of  Tuluphan  will  not  give  a  de- 
nial to  the  King  of  Ormus.      But, 
adorable  Gul-hindy,  I  repeat  it  once 
more,  let  what  will  happen,  and  though 
the  whole  univerfe,  a  tut  our  great  Pro- 
phet himfelf,  fhould  favour  us,  I  can 
never  be  united  to  you ;  though  I  would 
fpend  thelaftdropof  my  blood  to  be  in 
a  condition  to  en:oy  that  happinefs.' 
'  Prince,'  replied  the  pretended  Gul- 
hindy,  whom  thefe  words  threw  into  an 
extreme   amazement,  *  I  cannot   pene- 
'  trate  the  reafons  that  make  you  talk 
'  thus:  but  what,  perhaps,  would  offend 
'  any  other  than  me,   is  the  very  tiling 
'  that  gives  me  a  greater  eiteem  for  you. 
'  Be  informed;    hat  I  have  no  lei's  caufe 

*  than  you  to  ;--.oid  the  marriage  that  is 
'  preparing  for  me,  and  that  what  I  have 

*  juft  now  heard  •vill  detain  me  for  ever 
'  from   my   father's    court.' — '  Well 

*  then,  fair  r-ncefs,' cried  the  difguifed 
prince,  '  let    s  fly  together,  and  con- 
'  ceal,  und-r  borrowed  names,  from  all 
'  the  earth  a  prince  and  princefs,  whofe 
'  lol's  I  am  Cure  will  coft  the  kings  of 

*  Tuluphan  and  Ormus  abundance  of 


*  Samarcand  is  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Maurvaralnahar  in  Tartary. 
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tears.     But,  Madam,'  continued  he, 
fmce  Fate  has  been  fo  cruel  as  to  order 
it  io  that  I  can  never  be  yours,  I  atteft 
our  grent  Prophet  that  I  will  never  be 
another's.     I  will  love  you  with  all 
the  purity  imaginable,  without  the leaft 
hope  j  and  I  will  never  have  any  other 
objeft  of  my  defires  and  of  my  glory 
than  the  charming  Gul-hindy.     How 
happy  mould  I  be  if  your  lentiments 
werefb  conformable  with  mine,  as  that 
nothing;  but  death  fhould  ever  diffolve 
fo  compleat  an  union!     But  I  know 
not  what  I  fay.      Pardon,  Madam, 
thefeindifcreet  tranfports.    What!  be- 
caufe  I  cannot  pofleis  you,  tnuft  I  rob 
a  prince,  more  happy  than  me,  of  the 
mafter-piece  of  nature?' — '  Yes,  my 
lord,'  replied  the  pretended  Gul-hindy 
>luming,  '  I  permit  you  to  believe  that 
what  you  propofe  is  agreeable  to  me. 
Since  the  ftars  oppofe  our  union,  I  will 
never  engage  my  heart   to   any  but 
the  Prince  of  Ormus.     Let  us  at  leaft 
be  joined  by  an  inviolable  friendship, 
though  Love  has  undertaken,  through 
a  barbarous  caprice,  to  keep  us  afunder.' 
In  fhort,  my  lord,  (proceeded  Ben- 
Ericloiin)  thefe  two  lovers,  mii'erable  in 
not  being  acquainted  with  each  other's 
condition,  but  happy  in  the  fympathy 
there  was  between  them,  and  the  reci- 
procal  tendeniefs  with  which  Geoncha 
had  infpired  them ;  thfie  two  lovers,  I 
fay,  after  a  converfation  extremely  paf- 
fionate,  vowed  to  each  other  a  friend/hip 
that  fhould  be  proof  againll  any  thing 
that  could   happen;  and,  after  having 
remounted  their  fteeds,    they  left    that 
charming  meadow  in  company  together. 
They  had  trivelled  feveral  days  with- 
out meeting  with  any  thing  particular, 
when  they  perceived,  at  the  entrance  of 
a.  foieft  of  palm-trees,  a  palace  of  an  an- 
tique ftruciure,  but  which  feemed,  ne- 
verthelefs,  magnificent  in  it's  fimplicity. 
At  the  g;ite  of  this  palace  flood  a  vene- 
rable old  man,  who  accofted  them—'  My 
'  children,'  ft  id   he  to  them,  with  the 
greateft  kindnefs,   '  night    draws    on. 
There  is  neither  town  nor  village  in 
above  fix  leagues  hereabouts,  nor  any 
houfe,  where  you  can  pal's  the  night. 
If  you  will  come  into  this    alace,  you 
may  repofe  yourfelves  in  tranquillity, 
and  p'trfue  your  journey  to-morrow.' 
The  prince  and  princefs,  charmed  with 
the  humanity  of  their  hoft,  accepted  his 


offer.  They  entered  into  the  palace, 
where  they  found  a  woman  about  three, 
fcore  years  old,  and  of  a  fimplicity  eqval 
to  that  of  her  hufband.  She  ftrove  to 
receive  them  in  the  heft  manner  me  was 
able ;  and  foon  afterwards  there  was 
brought  in  a  very  handibme  repaft,  but 
withoutprodigality,  though  there  was  far 
from  being  a  want  of  any  thing.  To- 
wards the  conclufion  of  the  fupper,  the 
old  man  fent  the  flavts  that  waited  at 
table  out  of  the  room ;  and,  having  de- 
fired  his  guefts  to  tell  him  the  motive  of 
their  journey,  and  for  whet  realbn  they 
travelled  in  a  track  that  was  fo  far  from 
the  common  road,  Cheref-Eldin  took 
upon  him  to  anfvver.  '  Alas!  Sir,'  f;tid 
he  to  the  old  man,  '  I  can  give  you  that 
'  fatisfa&ion  in  a  few  words.  We  are 

*  brother  and  fifter;  and  are  flying  from 
'  Samarcand  to  avoid  the  perfecutiou  of 
'  a  vizir,  who,  not  fatisfied  with  having 

*  cruelly  put  our  father  to  death,  and 
'  pofTeffed  himfelf  of  all  his  iubftance, 
'  purfues  our  lives  with  the  fame  barba- 
'  rity.' 

'  111  men  are  very  much  to  be  dread- 
ed,'replied  the  old  man;  '  but,  fooneror 
'  later,  they  perifli  miierably.  I  have 
1  had  a  melancholy  experience  of  this 
'  truth  in  my  own  family  j  and  it  is  but 
'  a  few  years  that  I  have  recovered  the 
'  quiet  of  which  two  of  my  fons  had 

*  robbed  me  by  their  crimes.'  Gul-hindy 
was  very  much  moved  at  the  fight  of  the 
tears  which  a  tender  remembrance  drew 
from   the  eyes  of  the  good  old  man. 

Our  grief  is  fometimes  alleviated  by 
telling  the  caufe  of  it,'  laid  fheto  him  ; 
and,  if  it  is  not  too  great  a  favour,  we 
fho  i  Id  be  willing,  Sir,  to  hear  the  rela- 
tion of  your  misfortunes.'— '  With  all 
my  heart,  my  dear  children,'  replied 
he  old  man.  '  The  tears  you  faw  me 
fhed  were  not  altogether  tears  of  for- 
row ;  they  rather  exprefs  the  joy  I  now 
feel  in  feeing  all  thofe  misfortunes  at 
an  end.  Liflen  to  me,  therefore*  with 
attention.' 


THE     HISTORY     OF     BADOUR     THE 
PEACEFUL,    KING  OF  CAOR. 

JWas  born  the  fovereign  of  Caor*$  a 
kingdom  not  very  extenfive,  and  my 
ambition  never  prompted  me  to  enlarge 
it ;  being  more  dcfirous  to  live  in  unity 


*  Caor  is  a  kingdom  of  the  ladies,  beyond  tb«  Gangei. 
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with  my  neighbours,  than  to  run  the 
hazard  of  deltruftion  by  undertaking  un- 
juft  wars;  for  which  reafon  I  was  called 
Badour  the  Peaceful.  In  my  youth  I 
wedded  thePrincels  of  Zarad,  whom  you 
here  behold.  She  brought  me  feveral 
children}  and,  among  the  reft,  a  fon  and 
a  daughter  both  born  the  fame  day.  I 
named  my  fon  Abouzaid,  and  my 
daughter  Dejara.  I  mention  thefe  two 
firtt,  though  they  were  not  my  eldeft; 
nay,  were  born  to  me  even  at  the  time 
when  Zarad  had  no  further  hopes  of  be- 
ing any  more  a  mother ;  but  becaufe  theie 
have  happily  made  amends  for  all  the 
bitternefs  with  which  their  brothers  had 
darned  the  tranquillity  of  my  life.  Of 
my  other  two  fons,  one  was  called  Sa- 
lek the  Violent,  becaufe  of  the  excefles  he 
daily  ran  into.  I  cannot  imagine  from 
whom  he  derived  that  humour;  in  all 
probability,  the  gods  fent  him  to  us,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  to  make  a  trial 
of  our  virtue.  The  other  was  named 
Azem.  His  manners  were  not  very  dif- 
feient  from  thofe  of  Salek ;  and  their 
joint  inclination  for  evil  united  them  fbto 
«ach  other,  that  they  were  never  afunder. 
I  everyday  received fome  frefli complaint 
ortheir  ill  behaviour  ;  and,  if  they  had 
been  private  perfons,  I  fliould  a  thou- 
1'and  times  have  made  them  an  example 
to  my  people,  to  whom  they  were  be- 
come odious  by  their  crimes :  but  the 
tendernefs  of  a  father  ftayed  my  hand. 
At  length,  they  grew  ib  weary  of  my 
continual  remonftrances,  that  they  both 
refolvod  to  be  gone  from  my  court ;  and 
I  hlefled  the  hour  wherein  they  executed 
that  defign. 

They  had  now  been  gone  above  four 
months,  and  I  began  to  think  myielf 
happy  in  being  freed  from  their  prefence; 
when  I  was  itruck  with  the  moft  cruel 
blow  that  it  is  poffible  for  a  father  to 
feel. 

Guhullerou,  the  Princefsof  Nangan*, 
was  lately  married  to  Rufang-gehun. 
That  prince  was  not  young;  but  his 
agreeable  complaifant  temper  made  a- 
mends  for  the  merit  which  age  had  de- 
prived him  of  5  and  he  lived  with  his 
^ife  in  fo  perfect  a  union,  that  he  was 
an  example  to  all  his  fubje&s. 

Salek  and  his  brother  paffed  through 
the  dominions  of  this  monarch.  They 
were  received  with  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
:  Rufang-gehan  even  lodged 


them  in  his  own  palace  for  feveral  days  ; 
but  his  imprudence  in  fuffering  them  too 
often  to  fee  the  beautiful  Guhullerou 
coft  him  his  life.  Salek  became  excef- 
fively  enamoured  of  that  princefs.  He 
was  too  well  acquainted  with  her  virtue, 
to  hope  that  me  would  ever  reward  his 
unlawful  ardour.  But  being  very  little 
accuftomed  to  overcome  his  paflions,  he 
refolved  to  gratify  them  at  any  rate ;  and, 
to  effeft  this,  he  hatched  the  blackeft 
defign  that  can  be  imagined,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  his  brother  Azem  to  lend 
him  a  helping  hand  in  the  execution  of 
it. 

One  evening,  as  they  were  walking 
with  the  King  of  Nang3n  and  his  fpoufc 
in  a  wood  which  was  at  the  end  of  the 
gardens  of  the  palace,  they  fuddenly  fell 
xipon  that  prince,  who  had  only  a  little 
fahre  by  his  fide;  and  their  fury  not  giv- 
ing him  time  to  put  himfelf  in  a  polture 
of  defence,  they  itabbedhim  twenty  time* 
with  their  poniards;  and,  either  out  of 
contempt  or  cruelty,  left  the  odious  in* 
ftruments  of  their  guilt  (ticking  in  the 
bloody  corpfe  of  that  unfortunate  king. 

Guhullerou  made  fuch  cries  as  reached 
even  -to  Heaven :  but  thofe  barbarians 
feized  her;  and,  having  got  out  into  the 
open  fields  by  a  door  which  they  had  fe- 
cured  by  means  of  the  eunuch  that 
guarded  it,  and  whom  they  had  corrupt- 
ed, they  uied  all  their  endeavours  to  fet 
her  upon  one  of  their  horfes,  which  they 
had  before  prepared,  when  about  twenty 
foldiers  of  the  king's  guard,  alarmed  by 
Cuhullerou's  outcries,  came  to  the  place. 

This  unexpected  aflillance  ftruck  ter- 
ror into  Salek  and  Azem;  they  were 
forced  to  abandon  the  queen,  and  betake 
themfelves  to  flight.  They  were  purfued, 
but  in  vain.  They  were  well  mounted, 
and  made  their  efcape;  carrying  with 
them  theeumich  who  had  favoured  them 
in  the  execution  of  their  infamous  de- 
fign. 

It  is  importable  to  exprefs  the  affliction 
of  Guhullerou;  her  complaints  pierced 
the  very  Ikies.  She  caufed  the  bloody 
corpfe  of  her  hufband  to  be  carried  away; 
and,  inftead  of  oblerving  all  the  funeral 
ceremonies  that  are  uied  in  China,  (he 
only  embalmed  it  with  her  own  hands, 
a;id  had  it  put  into  a  coffin  of  gold, 
which  ftie  adorned  with  the  mod  precious 
of  her  jewels.  She  likewife  depofited  in 
the  coffin  his  bloody  fhirt,  and  the  po- 


*  Nangan,  a  sity  on  the  River  Chang,  in  the  province  of  Quang-fi  in  China. 
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niards  with  which  he  was  ailaflinated ; 
and  afterwards  took  a  iblemn  oath  be- 
tween the  hands  of  the  bonzes*  to  re- 
venge her  hulband's  death,  not  only  upon 
the  murderers,  but  upon  all  their  fami- 
lies. She  afterwards  let  out  incognito 
with  Prince  Kiahia  her  brother,  and 
twelve  Haves,  all  refolved  to  lacriiice 
themfelves  for  her  i'ervice. 

My  ions  did  not  expeft  a  fuvy  like  this: 
without  the  leaft  remoi  le  for  >vhat  they 
had  done,  they  minded  nothing  but  Hy- 
ing away  from  a  country  which  they 
knew  was  filled  with  averiion  againit 
them .  But  they  did  not  carry  their  crime 
very  far.  At  fome  days  journey  from 
the  place  where  they  had  committed  it, 
Salek's  horie  fell,  and  broke  his  rideVs 
leg ;  and  his  brother  Azem,  being  gone 
to  the  next  town  to  get  fome  fpeedy  fuc- 
cour  for  him,  that  wretch  was  carried 
into  a  neighbouring  houfe.  Guhulle- 
rou,  who,  without  loimg  a  moment's 
time,  puriued  the  murderers  as  it  were 
by  the  fcent,  came  by  chance  to  that  ve- 
ry houfe.  She  knew  nothing  of  Salek.' s 
being  fo  near  her;  but,  after  having 
made  a  flight  J-epaft,  looking  into  the 
coffin  of  gold  according  to  her  cultom  to 
renew  her  cruel  vow,  (he  was  in  the  ut- 
moitfurprize  to  fee  feveral  drops  of  blood 
iflue  from  her  hulband's  body.  *  Juft 
'  Heaven!1  cried  theprincefs, '  the  mur- 

*  derers   muft    be    lomewhere    in    this 

*  place!'     Then  fifing  from  the   table 
like  a  mad  woman,   me  took  in  each 
.hand  one  of  the  poniards,  with  which 
Rufang-gehun.had  been  ftabbed;  and, 
having  fearched  moft  part  of  the  houfe 
with  her  brother  and  the  twelve  flaves, 
me  came  at  laft  into  the  chamber  where 
Salek  was  repofmg  himfelf.     The  fight 
of     him    tranfported    her    with    rage. 
'  Traitor!'  cried  (he,  '  it  is  full  time 

*  thou  wert  punifhed  for  the  execrable 
'  crime  thou  halt  committed  upon  my 

*  hulband !     The  lloweft  and  moft  vio- 
'  lent  torments  were  too  little  for  fuch  a 

*  villain  as  thou  art !     But  my  revenge 
'  could  not  be  entirely  latisfied  if  I  de- 

*  fa-red  it  a  moment,  or  committed  the 

*  care  of  it  to  any  other   but  myfelf.' 
Then,  without  giving  him  time  to  make 
any  anfwer  to  thefe  reproaches,  which 

'•nt  toojuft,  me  plunged  her  dagger 
intohii  heart  a  thoufand  times;  and,  af- 
i'  :  li.ivino  can  led  his  head  to  be  cut  off, 
and  cxpolid  his  body  to  the  vultures,  me 


wer.t  out  of  that  houfe,  leaving  the  ma- 
fter  of  it  terrified  at  her  cruelty.  As  (he 
was  informed  by  him  that  my  other  Ion 
was  gone  to  the  next  town,  and  that,  up- 
on his  not  coming  fo  loon  as  was  ex- 
pected, the  impatient  Salek  had  lent  a 
(lave  that  he  had  to  fetch  him,  me  took 
the  road  that  they  were  to  come ;  and, 
having  met  with  them  in  a  little  wood 
where  they  mult  neceffarily  be  obliged 
to  pal's,  (be  gave  the  unfortunate  Azem 
the  fame  treatment  as  fhe  had  given  his 
brother,  and  put  to  death  the  traiterous 
eunuch,  accomplice  of  their  crime,  by  the 
moft  exquifite  torments. 

I  was  as  much  furprized  as  difturbed 
at  hearing  this  forrowful  news.  What- 
ever tendernefs  I  had  for  my  children,  I 
could  not  blame  Guhullerou's  revenge  ; 
but  I  almoft  died  with  grief  at  the  fight 
of  their  bloody  heads,  which  fhe  fent  me 
in  a  box,  with  a  letter  full  of  threats,  to 
deftroy  me  in  the  lame  manner  with  the 
reft  of  my  family. 

Abouzaid,  the  only  fon  that  was  left 
me,  was  as  much  concerned  as  myfelf  at 
the  death  of  his  brothers.     '  My  lord/ 
laid  he  to  me, ' '  the  enemy  we  have  to 
deal  with  is  an  irritated  woman,  who 
will  attack  us  by  craft  and  fubtilty. 
Give  me  leave  to  take  care  of  your  life, 
and  that  of  the  queen ;  and  let  me  en- 
deavour to  defend  you  from  a  danger 
which  makes  me  tremble  both  for  you 
and  her.' 

My  grief  was  fo  exceflive,  (continued 
Badour)  that  it  deprived  me  of  the  ufe 
of  my  fenfes.     '  Do  whatever  you  think 
proper,'  laid  I,  '  my  dear  Abouzaid  : 
for  my  part,  I  will  retire  into  the  recedes 
of  my  palace,  there  to  bemoan  incef- 
fantly  the  ill  actions  of  your  brothers, 
and  pray  the  gods  to  forget  them.'     I 
afterwards  doubled  my  guard,  and  fliut 
myfelf  up  in  the  innermoft  paits  of  my 
palace  with  the  queen  my  fpoufe,  accom- 
panied only  by  three  or  four  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  my  court,  who  would  not 
leave  me  in  my  affliction. 

My  fon,  after  having  prepared  eveiy 
thing  that  was  neceflary  for  the  journey 
he  meditated,  accolteil  the  Princels  De- 
jara^:  '  My  dear  filler,'  laid  he  to  her, 

*  you  are  not  ignorant  to  what  a  pitch 

*  the  tiny  ot  Guhulltrou  i& railed:  our 

*  lives  are  not  in  lafety  here ;  let  us  go 
'  together  to  feek  for  the  means  of  pre- 
4  Icrving  the  king  and  queen  from  her 


*  The  bonzes  wta  fort  of  Ciiincfe  pri 


creel 
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cruel  menaces.  The  famous  Genius 
Geoncha,  prote£lor  of  the  unfortunate, 
dwells  in  a  magnificent  palace,  which 
is  at  the  foot  of  the  famous  mountain 
Jubal  -Affumoum  *.  I  have  taken  a  re- 
Iblutior.,  while  my  father  is  fluit  up  in 
his  palace,  to  go  and  implore  the  luc- 
cour  of  that  King  of  the  Genii :  let  us 
fet  forwards,  therefore,  my  dear  De- 
jara;  and,  under  habits  that  may  dil- 
guile  our  quality,  let  us  try  to  obtain  a 
remedy  for  the  evils  which  our  un- 
happy brothers  have  brought  upon  our 
heads.' 

Abouzaid  and  Dejara,  before  they  de- 
parted, embraced  us  tenderly.  After 
above  a  month's  travelling,  they  arrived 
in  a  vaft  champaign  country,  interfperled 
with  a  great  number  of  little  itreams. 
As  the  heat  was  veiy  exceflive,  and  they 
perceived  at  ibme  diftance  a  wood  of  a 
pretty  large  extent,  they  made  to  it,  and 
repoied  themfelves  there  in  the  cool  made 
with  two  flaves,  which  was  all  the  train 
they  had  with  them  ;  when  they  heard  a 
frightful  nolle,  as  of  a  great  rock  tum- 
bling from  the  top  of  a  high  hill.  They 
looked  all  round  them  to  fee  what  it  was 
occafioned  this  noife :  but  when  they 
were  advanced  farther  into  the  wood, 
they  found  that  it  proceeded  from  a  fort 
of  a  ciftern,  covered  with  a  fmall  ftone, 
and  fealed  at  each  corner  with  a  leal, 
whereon  was  damped  the  name  of  the 
great  Solomon  f.  Immediately  the  hor- 
rible noife,  which  at  firft  amazed  them, 
began  to  diminifh ;  and  was  fucceeded 
by  the  following  complaints  :  '  Perfidi- 
ous Zeloulou ! — traiterous  Genius ! — 
doft  thou  abule  the  feal  of  Solomon,  to 
detain  me  a  prifoner  in  this  place  ?  And 
muft  the  unfortunate  Geoncha  be  long 
enclofed  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  with- 
out having  deferved  fo  hard  a  fate  ?' 
At  the  name  of  Geoncha,  my  children 
leaped  for  joy.  '  King  of  the  Genii,' 


cried  out  Abouzaid,  '  here  is  a  prince 
'  who  would  fuccour  you  attheexpence 
'  of  his  life :  let  me  know  how  it  is  to  be 

*  done  ?' — '  All  thou  haft  to  do,'  faid  the 
impriibned  Genius,  *  is  to  get  up  this 

*  ftone,  by  taking  away,  as  artificially  as 
'  poifible,  the  print  of  the  feal  of  the 
'  great  Solomon.'  Abouzaid,  tranlpoit- 
ed  with  joy,  took  off  the  feal  without 
breaking  it,  as  the  Genius  had  exprelsly 
ordered  him.    A  thick  fmoke  in  a  mo- 
ment rofe  up  to  die  clouds  j    and,  ex- 
tending itfelf  over  the  ciftern,  ma  1c  lo 
dark  a  fog,  that  the  prince  and  priucels 
could  not  ice  one  another. 

The  darknefs,  which  all  of  a  fudden 
covered  the  wood,  very  much  frighted 
the  prince  arid  princefs ;  but  the  fog  foon 
afterwards  re-united  into  a  iblid  bedv, 
out  of  which  was  formed  the  Genius. 

Abouzaid  and  Dujara  immediately 
threw  themfelves  at  Geoncha' s  fett  : 
f  V/e  were  going  even  to  feek  you  in 
'  your  palace,'  laid  the  prince  my  Ion: 
'  I  hoped,  O  powerful  King  of  theGe- 
'  nii !  that,  without  being  lubjeft  to  the 

*  fatal  effects  of  the  mountain  Ji.bal- 

*  Affumoum,  the  gate  would  have  been 

*  opened  to  me  by  virtue  of  the  fecret 

*  words  which  I  formerly  learned  of  the 
'  Jogue    Kaychockao  J  ;    and   without 
'  which,  all  that  have  the  boldnefs  to 

*  come  near  it,  are  lure  to  fall  into  a  dil"- 

*  temper  more  terrible  than  death   it- 
'  felt'.' 

'  I  praife  God.,'  interrupted  the  Ge- 
nius, '  for  having  brought  you  to  this 
'  pla:e,to  reftore  me  the  liberty  which  the 

*  perfidious  Zeloulou  had  for  thele  twelve 
c  years  paft  deprived  me  of  by  the  blackett 
'  piece  of  malice  that  ever  was  heard. 
'  But  I  will  not  be  ungrateful  for  the  in  - 

*  eftimable  fervice  you  have  done  me. 

'  That  wicked  Genius,'  continued 
Geoncha,  '  to  be  revenged  upon  me  for 
'  dettroying,  fo  often  as  I  do,  theunjult- 


*  That  is,  the  Poifonous  Mountain,  bccaufe  the  earth  of  it  infpires  melancholy  into  thofe 
that  fmell  it;  it  even  blackens  their  tongue,  infomuch  that  it  remains  black  all  their  life- 
time; wherefore  few  venture  to  come  near  this  mountain,  which  is  lituated  between  Cuina 
and  a  part  of  the  Indies. 

•j-  Eaftern  nations  afcribe  mightvvirtues  to  Solomon's  feal. 

£  The  Jogues,  or  Jojcuis,  among  the  Indians,  are  like  pilgrims,  or  vagrant  monks,  that 
generally  frequent  the  defart  and  folitudes:  they  live  upon  alms,  and  are  in  great  reputation 
for  fancVity,  becaufe  they  fpend  feveraldays  together  in  very  auftere  abftinence;  fometimes 
without  eating  and  drinking.  There  are  fome  of  them  ftand  feveral  years  at  the  gjfes  of 
temples  quite  naked,  and  expofed  to  all  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  without  ever  ftiiring  from 
their  port,  except  it  be  for  the  neceffities  of  nature.  But,  notwithstanding  all  thufe  moitifi- 
e<tions,  ihey  aremoft  of  them  no  better  than  importers,  ami  are  not  fo  much  in  repute  for  that 
falfe  piety  as  for  fome  herbs  or  fimpies,  and  ftones,  whofe  virtue  they  have  learned  in  their 
travels,  and  with- which  they  amuJb  the  people. 

*  project* 
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*  projects  he  forms  againft  young  prinres 
'  and  princefies,  whom  he    erfeeutes  for 

*  nothing  but  hiscnieldiverfiojijcarriedon 

*  his  Jefign  in  this  manner.  As  he  knows 
'  that  his  power  is  very  much  inferior  to 
'  mine,  he,  by  feme  fuKtle  trick  or  other, 
'  dole  from  the  goo;!  King  Zif  the  ring 
'  of  the  mighty  Solomon,  which  that 

*  prince  ufed  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  5 

*  and,  being  malter  of  this  treafure,  he 

*  came  to  me,  aiked  me  pardon  for  all  the 
'  uneafmefs  he  had  given  to  the  peribns 

*  I  protected,  and  begged  me  to  grant 

*  him  my  friendfliip,  with  proteftations 
'  fo  fmcere  in  appearance,  that  I  could 
'  not  tell  how  to  refufe  it  him. 

4  After  our  reconciliation,  we  took  a 

*  walk  together  in  this  wood;    when, 
4  having  inlenfibly  drawn  me  towards 

*  this  place,  he  fat  him  down  upon  the 
'  fide  of  this  ciltern  :    then  the  traitor, 

*  who  defigned  nothing  but  to  circum- 
'  vent  me,  having  defirtd  to  fee  a  car- 

*  kenet  of  diamonds  which  I  wore  round 

*  my  neck,  let  it  fall  into  the  ciftern,  as 
'  he  was  pretending  to  return  it  to  me. 
'  I  immediately  threw  mylelf  into  the 
'  ciftern,  to  fetch  out  my  carkenet.  This 

*  was  what  the  wretch  wanted  :  he  took 

*  advantage  of  this  moment,  covered  the 

*  ciftern  with  that  ftone,  and  fattened  it 
'  with  the  feal  of  the  great  Solomon.    I 
'  leave  you  to  judge  how  much  I  was 
4  a'ter.ifhed  at  this  ftratagem,'  continued 
Geoncha.     '  The  ufelefs  efforts  I  made 
4  to  get  out  of  my  prifon,  convinced  me 
4  that  there  was  but  one  power  fo  fuperior 

*  as  to  be  ftrong  enough  to  detain  me  : 
4  and  this  place  is  fo  much  out  of  the 

*  way,  that  I  fuppofed  I  mould  have  ftaid 
4  here  for  feveral  ages.     But,  fmce  I  am 
4  obliged  to  you  for  fo  unlooked-for  a 
4  freedom,    you   may   aflure    yourfelf, 
4  prince,  that  my  gratitude  fhall  have  no 
4  founds/ 

The  Genius  (continued  Badour)  hav- 
ing given  my  fon  to  underftand  that  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  his 
journey,  offered  him  the  afliftance  he 
wiftied  for. 

'  The  death  of  your  brothers  was 
iufty  faid  he ;  '  and  Guhullerou  ought, 
indeed,  to  facririce  no  lefs  than  thole 
murderers  to  the  manes  of  her  huf- 
band  :  but  I  will  moderate  the  (harp 
refentment  (he  is  aftuated  by;  and 
from  this  moment  you  need  no  longer 
be  apprehenfive  of  that  princefs's 
tiff. 


Then,  having  replaced  the  ftone  upon 
the  mouth  of  the  cilkern,  he  again  fixed 
upon  it  the  print  of  Solomon's  feal,  that 
Zeloulou  might  not  be  fenfible  of  his 
being,  at   liberty;    and  having  by  his 
power  formed  in  it  a  noife  like  tr.at  which 
he  made  there  in  the  time  of  his  reftraint, 
he  embraced   the  prince  and  princefs ; 
and  conveying  them  through  the  air  with 
extreme  rapidity,  fet  them  down  in   a 
charming  meadow,  which  was  on  the 
frontiers  of  my  dominions.    '  I  will  not 
leave  you,'   faid  he  to  them,  '  till  I 
have  made  you  happy :  but,  as  I  muft 
hide  myfelf  from  the  traitor  Zeloulou, 
in  order  to  get  from  him  the  ring  of 
Solomon,  I  will  not  appear  to  you  in 
my  proper  mape;  I  will  contraft  my- 
felf into  fo  fmall  a  bulk,  that  the  beau- 
tiful Deiara  (hall  be  able  to  carry  me 
eafily  by  her  fide ;  and  you  need  only 
to  wifh  that  I  would  refume  my  former 
fliape,  and  obey  your  orders,  and  it  is 
done  that  moment.''  Then  the  Genius, 
having  diffipated  himfelf  into  fn:oke,  the 
princefs  my  daughter  found  at  her  feet  a 
golden-box,  which  hung  in  a  chain  of 
the  fame  metal.    She  immediately  opened 
it ;  and  was  in  the  utmoft  furprize  to  fee 
in  it.  through  a  cryftal,  feveral  fprings, 
which  performed  all  the  internal  func- 
tions of  the  human  body.     She  tied  it  to 
her  fide. 

The  Genius  (continued  Badour)  had 
given  my  children  magnificent  cloaths, 
and  ordered  them  to  conceal  their  quality 
no  longer.  They  had  already  parted 
through  fome  towns  of  my  kingdom ; 
when  one  evening,  being  come  to  a  fort 
of  village  where  the  approaching  night 
obliged  them  to  flop,  they  knocked  at 
the  door  of  the  houfe  which  had  the  bed 
appearance  there.  They  were  very  well 
received  by  the  mafter  of  it :  but  juft  as 
they  were  entering  into  the  chamber  that 
was  prepared  for  them,  three  Chincfe 
cavaliers  would  have  taken  poflefllon  of 
it  for  a  lady  who  was  at  the  gate  in  a 
palanquin  *.  My  fon  had  no  fooner  dif- 
covered  himfelf  to  be  the  Prince  of  Caor, 
but  the  three  men  yielded  him  the  place, 
went  out  of  the  houfe,  and  carried  the 
lady  tn  another  lodging. 

My  children,  after  a  flight  fupper, 
went  to  bed  :  and  fleep  now  reigned  pro- 
foundly in  their  chamber,  when  the  very 
fame  Chinrfe cavaliers,  the  Princefs  Gu. 
hullerou,  (who  was  the  lady  in  the  pa_ 
lanqcin)  her.  brother,  and  all  her  fer^ 


*  A  palanquin  is  a  fort  of  fedan  ufed  among  the  Ind'ans. 
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i  varrts,  came  to  the  door  of  the  houfe 
where  Abouzaid  and  Deiara  were  buried 
in  repole.  She  had  been  traniportecl  with 
joy  when  (he  heard  they  were  ib  near  her; 
hut  being  willing  to  ftay  till  they  were 
aileep,  it  was  not  till  (he  judged  they  were 
ib  that  (he  knocked  al  the  door  of  the 
houfe  where  they  were. 

The  mailer  of  the  houfe  had  no  fooner 
opened  the  door  to  them  than  he  found  a 
dagger  at  his  throat,  with  menaces  of 
(tabbing  him  that  moment  if  he  made  the 
leaft  noife.     *  We  ha.e  no  defign,'  laid 
Guhullerou  to  him,  '  upon  any  hut  two 
perfidious  wretches  who  are  lodged  in 
your  houfe,  and  give  themielves  out 
for  the  children  of  the  King  of  Caor  : 
deliver  them  up  to  our  revenge,  or  thon 
dieft  this  inftant.'    The  hoft,  terribly 
frightened,  was  forced  to  (hew  them  the 
chamber  of  Abouzaid  .and  Dejara,  de- 
ploring in  his  heart  the  miferable  fate  he 
law  they  were  going  to  endure. 

The  Queen  of  Nangan,  (purfued  Ba- 
dour)  as  (he  has  fmce  confefled  to  me, 
made  terrible  reflections  in  that  moment. 
She  was  filled  with  remorle  againft  the 
iniuftice  of  the  action  fhewas  committing. 
'  But  forget  that  thou  art  a  woman,' 
faid  (he  to  herfelf ;  '  or  at  leaft  remem- 
*  ber  that  thou  art  an  offended  woman ! ' 
Then,  having  given  one  of  her  poniards 
to  Kiahia,  and  armed  herfelf  with  the 
other,  they  entered  into  my  chiidrens 
apartment ;  and  though  with  a  tremhiing 
hand  they  were  juft  going  to  execute 
their  cruel  refohition,  yet,  when  each  of 
them  caft  their  eyes  upon  the  perfons  they 
were  to  deftroy,  they  found  their  arms 
held  back  by  a  (Uperior  power. 

Never  was  Guhullerou  fo  frruck  as 
when  (he  confidered  the  regularity  of 
Abouzaid's  features  ;  and  the  charms  of 
the  Princefs  of  Caor  fo  dazzled  the  eyes 
of  Kiahia,  who  was  going  to  pierce  her 
heart,  that  the  poniard  fell  out  of  his 
hand. 

Guhullerou  was  fomewhat  longer  be- 
fore (he  yielded:  but  the  Genius  Geon- 
cha, who  was  watchful  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  my  children,  having  entirely 
touched  the  heart  of  the  Queen  of  Nan- 
gan, (lie  waked  the  prince  my  fon.  '  Re- 
turn thanks/  faid  (he,  '  to  the  fecret 
power  that  difarms  me :  the  defire  of 
revenge  is  quite  vanished  away  from 
me,  and  I  find  my  heart  relent,  in  the 
very  moment  when  I  leaft  looked  for 
fuch  a  change.'  Then  turning  to  her 
brother  j  <  As  for  you,'  faid  (lie,  '  my 


*  dear  Kiahia,  I  am  fenfible  that  the 

*  extreme  beauty  of  the   prijicds   has 
'  made  a  ftrong  impreflion  upon  your 
'  foul :  how  glad  I  am  to  find  this  happy 
'  fympathy  between  us  !    I  mould  have 

*  died  with  grief  if  you  had  executed  one 
'  part  of  our  unjuft  rdblve ;  and  I  begin 
'  to  feel  that  I  was  pulhing  my  cruelty 
'  too  far.    The  real  criminals  are  pu- 
'  nifhed ;    the  death  cf  my  hufband  is 
'  fufficiently  revenged.' 

Dejara  awaked  in  this  moment;  (lie 
was  frightened  at  feeing  fo  many  people 
in  her  chamber.  '  Powerful  King  of 
'  the  Genii,'  cried  (he,  *  come  fpeedily 
'  to  our  alfiilance!' 

She  had  no  fooner  pronounced  thefc 
words  than  the  gold-  box  opened  of  it- 
felt  ;  the  chamber  was  filled  with  ob- 
fcurity,  which  diffipating  by  degrees,  ex-- 
pofed  to  light  the  formidable  Geoncha. 
This  fudden  aid  ftruck  tenor  into  Gu- 
hullerou and  Kiahia :  they  began  to  be 
afraid  for  their  own  lives,  when  the  Ge- 
nius encouraged  them  with  extraordinary 
kindnefs. 

«  Forget,  Madam,'  faid  Geoncha  to 
Guhullerou  ;  '  forget  the  death  of  a  huf- 
band  whom  you  have  fufficiently  re- 
venged. Let  Abouzaid  and  Dejara  be 
the  bonds  of  an  eternal  peace  between 
your  families  ;  and  let  the  field  of  battle 
be  turned  into  the  nuptial-bed.'     Gu~ 
hullerou  was  at  firft  fo  furprized  at  die 
fight  of  the  redoubtable  Genius,  that  (he 
fcarce  heard  what  he  faid  to  her :  but 
Abouzaid,  who  was  that  inftant  ftruck 
with  the  fplendor  of  her  charms,  throw- 
ing hirnfelf  at  her  feet — '  Suffer  your 
*  heart  to  be  touched,  Madam,'  faid  he 
to  her,  with  a  fubmifuve  air:  'I  lhall 
efteem  myfelf  the  happieft  of  mortals, 
if  my  cares,  myrefpect,  and  the  molt 
tender  love,  can  one  day  prevail  upon 
you  to  give  me  the  place  of  a  prince 
whom  you  have  indeed  the  greateft  rea- 
fon  to  bewail.' 

Guhullerou  now  began  to  be  moved, 
(continuedBadour : )  (lie  lifted  up  Abou- 
zaid ;  and  Dejara,  perfuaded  by  thepaf- 
fionate  expreflions  of  Prince  Kiahia,  gave 
him  to  underftand  that  (he  mould  not 
oppole  me,  if  I  confented  to  this  mar- 
riage. 

The  Genius  having  then  commanded 
the  four  new  lovers,  and  all  their  attend- 
ants, to  take  hold  of  his  mantle,  he. 
rranfported  them  in  a  moment  into  my 
palace ;  where  at  length,  after  the  Queen 
of  Nangan  had  fet  apart  fome  time  for  the 

decency 
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decency  of  her  widowhood,  flie  married 
Abouzaid ;  and  the  fame  day  Kiahia  he- 
cnrtie  the  hufband  of  the  princefs  my 
daughter. 

This  double  marriage  reflored  my 
henrt  to  it's  former  tranquillity;  and  it 
gave  me  fo  much  joy  to  fee  my  family 
again  fettled  in  peace,  that,  for  fear  my 
repofe  fho"ld  again  be  dtfturbed  by  fome 
-new  accident,  I  refolved  with  the  queen 
my  fpoufe  to  retire  into  this  rural  palace, 
built  by  the  potent  Geoncha.  And  here, 
free  from  the  troubles  of  grandeur,  and 
tmder  the  protection  of  that  King  of  the 
Genii,  who  is  gone  to  an  invifible  ifiand 
to  wait  for  a  fair  opportunity  of  reveng- 
ing himfelf  upon  the  traitor  Zeloulou, 
the  queen  and  I  enjoy  a  quiet,  peaceable 
ftate  of  life. 


THE  SEQUEL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF 
CHEREF'-ELDIN  AND  GUL-HINDY. 

THE  night  was  pretty  far  advanced, 
(continued  Be;  -Eridoun;)  there- 
fore Badour,  nfter  having  concluded  his 
hiftory,  perceiving  that  his  guefts  ftood 
in  need  of  repofe,  conducted  each  of 
tliun  to  a  feparate  apartment.  That 
which  he  affigned  to  the  real  Gul-hindy 
was  furnifhed  with  the  utmoft  politenefs, 
and  adorned  with  pictures  drawn  by  an 
Indian  equal  in  (kill  to  the  famous 
Many*.  That  Indian  was  fo  excellent 
in  his  art,  and  in  the  difpofmg  of  his 
"colours  and  fhades,  that  ne  could  have 
exprefled  with  his  pencil  the  breath  it- 
felt,  and-the  refpiration  of  animated  crea- 
tures. There  was  defcribed  in  one  of 
thefe  pictures  a  triumphal  car  all  in 
flames,  upon  which  ftood  a  child  fup- 
porting  a  fphere  on  his  head,  and  his 
'rounded  with  rays  which  r«- 
fK  •  ''  ">l  of  majeftyupon  him  ; 

his  hands  were  fiiled  with  fiery  darts  ;  he 
had  a  quiver  on  his  Inoulder,  a  fnbre  by 
his  fide,  and  he  dragged  along  in  a  chain 
behind  his  car  an  infinite  number  of 
perfons  of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions  ; 
one  might  read  in  their  fa^es  and  atti- 
tudes the  expieflions  of  the  moft  lively 
paffions. 


This  celebrated  painter  had  cut- done 
himfelf  in  this  work  ;  and  by  fome  nice 
touches  peculiar  to  himfelf,  the  winds 
that  he  had  painted  at  the  comers  of  the 
picture  feemed  to  keep  in  their  breath, 
for  fear  of  increafing  the  flames  which 
glowed  throughout  this  mafter-piece. 

Gul-hindy  looked  attentively  upun  this 
piece ;  (he  fighed  and  biufhed  at  the  fame 
time.  She  caft  her  eyes  upon  another, 
at  the  bottom  whereof  me  read  thefe 
ve.rfes. 

A  lawlefs  parTion  Koka's  -f-  bofom  warm?. 
And  her  inceftuousheart  her  brother  char:«is: 
Her  flame,  with  virtuous  horror,  Cy  pe  views  j 
The  more  he  flies,  the  fwifrer  (he  purfues. 
No  ray  of  hope  to  chear  herfuit  appears, 
And  forrow  melts  her  into  floods  of  tears  ; 
Vichnou^,  with  pity,  faw  her  ceafeleis grief, 
And,  kind  to  the  unhappy,  brought  iclief ; 
Into  a  fountain  he  transform'd  the  dame, 
Where  guilty  love  extinguiihes  his  flume.' 

Never  was  any  thing  more  beautiful  or 
more  ftriking  than  this  painting:  but, 
notwithstanding  all  the  mafter  -  ftrokes 
with  which    it  abounded,   the  princefs 
turned  away  her  eyes  from  it.    She  met 
with  another  which  feemed  more  appolite 
to  the  condition  me  herfelf  was  in  :  k 
reprefented  the  hiftory  of  Fork  and  O- 
nam§«     She  read  their  adventures  with 
great  attention;   and,  opprefled  with  a 
thoufand  cruel  reflections — '  Juft  Hea- 
ven T  .cried  fhe,  '  mufteveiy  thing  that 
offers  itfejf  to  my  view  conduce  to 
nourifh  a  pafTion  wliofe  confeqiiences 
muft  inevitably  prove  fatal  to  me?  I 
love;  but  who  do  I  love?  A  woman 
like  myfelf !    And  this  very  oV.it.tde, 
as  invincible  as  it  is,  redoubles  my  af- 
fections.    Ah,  mifei able  princefs!  do 
not  form  fuch  unlawful  wifhes;  love 
r-  thing  hut  what  a  woman  may  love 
without  a  crime,  fmce  nature  oppofes 
thy  unreafonable  ardor.  —  But,'  laid 
flie  again  immediately,  '  may  not  the  ex- 
ample of  Fork,  which  is  now  before 
my  eyes,  alleviate  the  uneafinefs  I  am 
in  ?  Why  fliould  I  be  infpired  with  fo 
extravagant  a  paflion,  if  it  is  not  de- 
ftgncd  that  a  miracle  mall  be  wrought 
in  my  favour?'   Fork  was  .a  beautiful 


*  Many  was  a  famous  Chi  nefe  painter,  often  mentioned  in  Oriental  books. 

•f-  It  is  probable  this  ftory  of  Koka  and  Cytie  is  only  the  fable  or  Byblis  and  Caunus, 
accomnv.datcd  by  the  Indians  tr>  their  own  fancy. 

J  Vichnou,  or  Ram,  is  one  of  the  principal  gods  of  the  Indians. 

^  We  a.e  apt  to  believe  that  this  is  the  fable  of  Iphis  and  lanthe,  as  may  be  judged  by 
the  Uqucl  of  this  ftory. 

«  woman: 
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nan:  the  god  Vichnou,  vvhofe  affift- 
ice  me  implored,  in  a  moment  changed 
her  to  the  moil  amiable  of  all  mankind. 
Ah!    I  rave1/    continued  Gul-hindy. 
Let  us  fly  from  this  adorable  object ; 
that  is  the  only  remedy  for  my  misfor- 
tunes! But  wherefore  fly  ?'  interrupted 
lie  preicntly  afterwards.    '  What  harm 
is  there  in  loving  the  Princefs  of  Tu- 
luphan  ?  No,  no !  let  us  not  find  ou't  a 
crime  where  there  can  be  none ;  but  let 
us  maintain  with  honour  the  character 
I  am  at  prefent  forced  to  aft !' 
Gul-hindy  fpent  almoft  the  whole 
night  in  thele  reflections ;  and  riling  at 
day-break,  (lie  defcended  into  the  gar- 
den to  walk  off  her  inquietude.     She 
found  a  little  door  opened  into  the  fore  ft  : 
Ihe  went  into  it;  and  her  thoughtfulnefs 
jnfeniibly  drew  her  into  a  place  where 
the  wood  was  very  thick ;  me  fat  herfelf 
down  there ;  and,  fatigued  with  having 
fpent  the  night  in  fo  reftlefs  a  manner, 
fell  into  a  gentle  {lumber. 

Cheref-Eidin  was  agitated  with  the 
Jike  thoughts  ;  the  night  feemed  very  te- 
dious to  him.  Aurora  hardly  began  to 
appear,  when,  jumping  from  off  the  bed, 
upon  which  he  had  only  laid  him  down, 
he  took  his  bow  and  his  arrows ;  and 
pafling  out  of  the  garden  into  the  wood, 
he  followed,  without  knowing  it,  the 
fame  track  that  Gul-hindy  had  gone  be- 
fore him.  He  was  walking  pretty  fait, 
when  he  heard  a  little  noife  in  a  private 
place :  he  went  nearer  to  it ;  and  feeing 
the  leaves  ftir,  he  imagined -that  it  was 
fome  heart  moving  out  of  his  hold,  and 
thereupon  fliot  one  of  his  arrows  at.  ran- 
dom. 

Whatwasthefnrprizeof  Cheref-Eldin, 
(continued  Ben-Eridoun)  when  he  heard 
a  doleful  cry,which  proceeded  from  fome- 
body  vvhofe  voice  he  was  acquainted  with ! 
His  heart  was  feized  with  the  fharpeft 
grief;  he  ran  with  all  his  fpeed  to  the 
pla^e,  and  found  that  he  had  wounded 
the  very  man  who  had  reicued  him  from 
the  giant. 

What  horror  and  defpair  was  the 
prince  feized  \vith  at  the  fight  of  his  de- 
liverer all  in  blood!  His  eyes  were  co- 
vered with  an  obfcurity  which  hindered 
him  from  feeing  what  he  had  done.  '  Un- 

*  happy  bow  !'  cried  he  ; '  unhappy  dart ! 

*  but  rather  unhappy  prince!  die,  and 
'  bear  the  puniilnnent  of  thy  indifcre- 

*  lion!'  In  pronouncing  thefelalt  words, 
my  lord,  Cheref-Eldin  was  juft  going  to 
ILb  himfelf  with  one  of  his  arrows,  when 


he  heard  his  friend  groan  :  he  immedi- 
ately quitted  his  defign  of  dying,  to  try 
to  fave  a  life  which  was  fo  dear  to  him  ; 
he  ran  to  embrace  him,  melting  into 
tears ;  and  going  to  ftanch  the  blood 
which  trickled  from  the  wound  he  hud 
given  him  in  the  breaft,  he  remained  with- 
out motion,  when  he  perceived  that  lie 
had  wounded  a  woman.  He  was  ready 
to  expire  with  forrow  at  this  difcovery. 
'  O  heavens!'  laid  he,  his  eyes  over- 
flowing with  tears,  '  muft  I  obtain  the 
'  knowledge  of  the  moil  charming  per- 
'  Ion  in  the  world  by  fo  tragical  an  ac- 
'  cident !  But  let  us,  if  poflible,  repair 
'  our  error.'  Then  tearing  the  muliin  of 
Gul-hindy' s  turban,  he  (topped  the  blood 
with  it  as  wtll  as  he  was  able.  He  after- 
wards,in  vain, endeavoured  to  find  the  foul 
of  that  princefs  upon  thofe  lips  where  the 
palenefs  of  death  was  painted.  She  gave 
no  fign  of  lite  ;  but  as  there  was  a  lire-am 
which  glided  along  at  fome  diftance  from 
thence,  he  ran  to  it,  and  brought  ibme 
water  in  the  princcfs's  turban,  when  he 
beheld  her  in  the  arms  of  a  frightfu) 
man. 

Cheref-Eldin,  at  this  fight,  immedi- 
ately <lrew  his  fabre,  and  prepared  to 
fight  the  monfter,  who  grew  larger  and 
larger  every  moment ;  when  he  cried  out 
to  him  in  a  terrible  voice — '  Stop,  young 
madman,  unlefs  thou  thyielf  vvouldlt 
be  the  murderer  of  this  princefs,  whole 
neck  I  will  wring  round  at  the  leait 
motion  thou  makeft!'  — '  Ah,  barba- 
rian!' cried  the  prince,  '  you  know 
too  well  how  to  make  advantage  of  my 
tender  concern  !  Were  it  not  for  that, 
I  would  let  out  thy  life,  or  perifli  glo- 
riouily  in  attempting  to  fuccotir  the 
divine  peribn  whom  thou  deprivell  me 
of  with  fo  much  bafeuefsP  — '  Iain 
above  your  threats/  replied  the  ra- 
viflicr:  '  know  that  I  am  called  Zelou- 
lon,  and  that  I  am  one  of  the  moil 
powerful  Genii  upon  earth.  I  took 
delight,  at  the  moment  of  thy  birth, 
and  of  that  of  this  princefs,  to  traverfe 
your  lives.  I  made  an  exchange  of 
you  two ;  I  laid  thee  in  the  cradle  of 
tbe  Princefs  of  Tuluphan,  and  her  in 
thine.  You  were  to  have  been  happy  in 
each  other's  love,  if  you  had  attained 
the  age  of  feventeen  years  without 
knowing  one  another  for  fuch  as  you 
really  are.  You  have,  unhappily  for 
yourielt,  difcovered  this  princefs's  fex 
before  the  time  prefcribed  :  this  is  what 
puts  her  into  my  power,  and  you  muft 
F  '  never. 
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*  never  hope  to  fee  her  more,  while  I  am 
'  what  I  am.' 

Zeloulou  then  carried  away  Gul-hindy, 
leaving  the  prince  in  a  defbair  f'o  violent, 
that  he  refolved  not  to  furvive  his  mil- 
fortune.  He  fiercely  fet  the  point  of  his 
fabre  againft  his  bread,  and  was  juft 
going  to  pierce  his  heart,  when  he  found 
his  arm  iuddenly  ftayed  by  an  invihble 
hand. 

Geoncha,  who  inceflantly  watched  over 
the  malignant  actions  of  Zeloulou,  and 
hindered  the  confequences  of  them  as 
much  as  lay  in  his  power,  thought  it 
high  time  to  afliit  the  Prince  of  Ormus. 
He  dii'armed  him  therefore,  in  the  very 
moment  that  he  was  making  an  attempt 
upon  his  life,  and  offering  himielf  to  his 
fight  in  the  mape  of  a  maieftick  old  man; 
— '  Cheref-Eldin,'  faid  he,  «  moderate  a 
little  the  violence  of  your  paflions,  and 
follow  the  wholefome  advice  of  a  Ge- 
nius who  loves  you.     It  was  I  that 
prefided   at   your's   and  Gul-hindy's 
birth:  it  was  I  that,  in  the  refolution  to 
unite  you  together,  formed  between  you 
Inch  charming  ties,  and  infpired  you 
with  that  fudden  reciprocal  tendernefs: 
but  as  neither  of   you  were  able  to 
avoid  what  is  written  on  the  Table  of 
Light,  you  inuft  wait  with  patience  for 
the  moment  that  mny  reitore  you  to 
your  princefs,  and,  by  a  perfeft  fub- 
rniflion  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  deierve 
*the  happy  deftiny  which  is  perhaps  pre- 

*  pared  for  you.' 

The  prince  was  very  much  confoled  by 
thefe  words.  '  Powerful  Genius,'  faid 
he,  throwing  himiclf  at  Geoncha's  feet, 
fince  I  am  obliged  to  fubmit  without 
murmuring,  at  leaft  inform  me  what 
will  be  done  with  me  till  the  arrival  of 
that  happy  moment.' — '  Do  you  find  in 
yourfelf,  prince,'  replied  the  Genius, 
fo  much  courage  as  to  face  death  in 
relcue  of  your  princefs  ?  That  is  the 
only  way  to  abridge  your  misfortunes, 
or  perilh  glorioufly  for  her  fake.'— 
Can  rt  be  made  a  doubt  ?'  anfwered 
Cheref-Eldin.  *  I  am  ready  to  IHCI  ifice 
a  thoufaml  lives  to  obtain  the  adorable 
Gul-hindy;  and  the  moft  cruel  death 
is  not  fum<  Sent  to  avert  me  from  fo 
noble  a  defign." — '  I  admire  your  in- 
trepidity,' replied  Geoncha;  '  give  rne 
your  hand  :  you  (hall  quickly  be  i 


'  fied.'  The  prince  gave  his  hand  to 
Geoncha;  he  ftruckthe  ground,  and  th« 
earth  opened :  they  both  of  them  plrnged 
into  it's  moft  dreadful  abyftes;  anil  at  lad 
found  themfelves  in  a  cavern,  the  month 
of  which  looked  into  a  champaign  country 
adorned  with  a  thoufand  various  flowers, 
which  led  by  a  walk  of  palms  to  a  mag- 
nificent palace,  into  win-,  h  they  entered. 
'  To  effect  the  deliverance  of  your 
'  princefs,'  faid  the  Genius  then  to 
prince  Cheref-Eidin,  '  1  mutt  begin  by 
'  recovering  the  fuperiorhy  which  I  na- 
'  turally  have  over  the  malkious  Zelou- 
'  lou:  I  can  never  bring  that  about  but 
'  by  artfully  getting  from  him  the  feal 
'  of  Solomon,  whLh  that  traitor  has  un- 

*  douhtedly  ftole  from  the  good  King 
1  Zif;  and  to  do  this,  I  have  occafion  for 
'  a  prince  like  yourfelf,  who  will  fearlefs 
'  expole  hiinieif  to  almort  unavoidable 
'  death.    What  you  are  to  do  is  t      . 

4  There  is  in  the  ifland  of  Gilolo*  a 
'  fpring  called  the  Fountain  of  Oblivion, 
'  unknown  to  all  mortals.  There  are 

*  very  few*even  of  the  ibt^es  and  Genii 
'  that  can  precifely  tell  where  this  foun- 
'  tain  is ;  and  though  feme  do  knew  it, 

*  they  are  ignorant  of  the  proper  dole, 

*  which  is  the  chief  point,  becauie  the 
'  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the  very  dil- 
'  temper;  and  according  to  the  quantity 
'  that  is  drank  of  it,  it  takes  away  and 

*  reitores  memoy.  This  water  is  guard - 
'  ed  by  a  Genius  named  Nehoray,  w'io 
'  \vith>;ut  mercy  itran  ~les  all  thole  that 
'  come  near  it;  but,-is  he  holds  a!i  his  au- 

*  thority  from  me,  he  has  not  rcfi'fed  me 
'  feme  water  of  this  fountain.     Here  is 

*  a  bottle  of  it,  enough  to  ar.fwer  my  ne- 
'  cemty  for  it.     The  difficulty  lies  in 
'  prefenting  it  to  the  |>erHdious  ZAo:  lou, 
'  and  not  one  of  all  the  Genii  who  de- 
'  pend  upon  me  would  a  cept  the  corn- 
ion,  fomuch  they  dread  the  'power 

'  of  Solomon's  ring.  Have  you,  prince, 
'  firmnefs  enough  to  undertake  fo  peril- 
'  ous  an  action  ?  It  may  endanger  your 
'  life,  and  even  that  of  ycur  princefs, 
'  if  Zvloulou  fiiouU  miftmit  th; 
'  you  intend  to  pxitupon  him;  but  if  you 
'  can  by  yo'ir  cunning  bring  him  to 
'  drink  off  the  water  of  the  Fountain  of 

*  Oblivion,  you  will  that  very  moment 

*  become  pofTeffor  of  the  Princefs  of 
'  Tuluphan.' 


*  Gilolo  is  an  ifland  of  the  Indian  Sea;  the  capital  city  of  that  ifland  is  Gilolo,  which 
likcwife  gives  it's  name  to  a  kir.g-ioai  of  pretty  Urgt  extent. 

Cheref- 
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Cheref-Eldin  (continued  Ben-Eri- 
doun)  accepted  Geoncha's  propofal  with- 
out the  leait  hefitation;  and  that  Genius, 
having  cond'"6ted  him  into  a  fpacious 
hali,  made  him  enter  into  a  bath. 

The  prince  had  not  been  half  an  hour 
in  the  water,  before  he  perceived  a  change 
in  his  perlbn  which  frightened  him.  He 
jumped  immediately  out  of  it ;  and,  co- 
vering himfelf  precipitately  with  a  very 
fine  cloth—'  Ah,   Genius !'    cried  he, 
*  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  new  meta- 
'  morphoiis  ?'  Geoncha  fell  a  laughing; 
'  Wnat,'  laid  he  to  the  prince,  (who  was 
then  changed  into  the  molt  beautiful  wo- 
man that  ever  was  feen,  and  whofe  fea- 
tures were  quite  different  from  thofe  he 
appeared  in  when  he  was  a  man)  '  are 
you  already  furry  for  the  promiles  you 
have  made;  and  does  the  fex  I  have 
given  you,  for  fome  time  only,  incline 
you  to  renounce  the  charming  Gtil- 
hindy  ?  Go,  prince,  execute  punctually 
what  I  am  about  to  prefcribe  to  you, 
and   I  can  icon  reftore  you  to  your 
former  condition/ 

The  Genius,  my  lord,  having  then  in- 
ftru&ed  the  prince  what  he  was  to  do 
when  he  mould  be  with  Zeionlou,  gave 
him  the  Water  of  Oblivion, and  tranfport- 
cd  him  in  lefs  than  four  minutes  to  the 
ordinary  habitation  of  that  perfidious 
Genius. 

Zeloulou,  whofe  power  was  limited 
with  regard  to  Gul-hindy,  after  having 
cured  her  wound  with  one  fmgle  blaft  of 
his  breath,  had  confined  her  to  a  dark 
tower,  and  was  gone  out  in  queft  of  feme 
new  fubjeft  for  his  malignant  recreation, 
when  he  met  with  Cheref-Eldin,  who  was 
itretched  out  upon  the  grafs,  and  feigned 
a  profound  deep.  The  Genius,  after 
having  viewed  her  with  abundance  of  at- 
tention, owned  in  himfelf  that  he  had 
never  beheld  Ib  charming  a  creature.  He 
fell  pamonately  in  love  with  her;  and, 
forming  to  himfelf  a  flattering  idea  of 
the  happinels  he  mould  enjoy  in  being 
beloved  by  her,  he  aiiumed  the  form  of 
a  young  man  of  about  twenty,  and  beau- 
tiful even  to  a  degree  almoit  equal  toiler's; 
he  oarried  her  away,  conveyed  her  to  his 
palace,  and  waited  till  (he  ihould  wake, 
to  declare  to  her  the  extreme  pailion  he 
telt  for  her. 

Cheref-Eldin,  who  was  prepared  for 
what  might  happen,  afted  his  part  to 
perfection.  At  firft  he  pretended  to  be 
hugely  afflicted,  fhed  abundance  of  tears, 


and  afterwards  by  a  feeming  refinance 
fo  inflamed  Zeloulou,  that  that  Genius, 
whofe  pafilon  increafed  eveiy  moment  for  ' 
that  prince,  whom  he  mittook  for  a  wo- 
man, declared  to  her  who  he  was,  and 
ottered  to  make  her  a  partner  in  his 
power,  if  (he  would  make  a  kind  return 
to  his  tendernefs.  The  difguifed  princefs 
feigned  to  be  maken  by  the  greatnefs  of 
his  promifes,  and  the  perfonal  merit  of 
the  Genius :  (he  afked  fome  days  to  con- 
fider  of  it,  promising  to  fpend  all  the  time 
in  his  company;  and  Zeloulou-,  blinded 
by  his  paifion,  and  without  in  the  lead 
fufpecling  that  (he  defigned  to  put  a  trick 
upon  him,  reiblved  to  wait  with  patience 
for  that  happy  moment,  and  in  t{ie  mean 
while  to  pro :ure  her  a  thoufand  diver- 
fions  that  might  prevail  upon  her  to  be 
grateful.  Te  begin,  he  caufed  to  be 
ferved  a  magnificent  collation;  and  pre- 
fenting  her  with  a  veiy  excellent  wine, 
me  exculed  herfelf  from  touching  it,  and 
told  the  Genius  (he  drank  only  of  a  cer- 
tain water  (he  carried  always  about  her; 
but  that  this  water  was  .of  Co  excellent  a 
tafte,  that  it  far  excelled  the  finett  wines. 
The  Genius  feemed  furprized  at  this : 

*  Give' me  leave,  Madam,'  anfwered  lie, 
'  to  doabt  of  fo  improbable  a  ttojy,  till 

*  I  have  myfclf  experienced  the  truth  of 
'  it.' — '  You  yourfelf  (hall  be  the  judge,' 
replied  the  Prince  of  Ormus.  Then  hav- 
ing poured  into  a  cup  iuit  Co  much  wa- 
ter as  was  requifite  to  take  away  the  me- 
mory, Zelouluti  had  no  fooner  drank  it 
off  than  he  was  perfeilly  befotted. 

Cheref-Eldin,  feeing  the  operation  of 
his  liquor,  was  in  a  joy  hardly  to  be  ex- 
prefled  :  he  gave  the  Genius  fuch  tender 
carefles,  that,  moved  with  the  charms  of 
fo  beautiful  a  woman,  he  had  much  ado 
to  contain  himfelf;  and  would  abfolutely 
embrace  her,  when,  pufhing  him  fondly- 
back,  fhe  told  him  ilie  would  notconfent 
to  his  delires,  unlel's,  as  a  pledge  of  his 
eternal  tendernefs,  he  made  her  a  prefent 
of  the  ring  he  wore  on  his  finger.  x 

Zelo  doj,  in  this  moment,  by  means 
of  the  water  he  had  drank,  forgetting  of 
what  confluence  it  was  to  him  to  pre- 
ferve  Solomon's  ring,  which  all  the. 
powers  of  the  earth  could  never  have 
forced  from  him,  took  the  ring  from  his 
finger,  and  preisnted  it  tohis  new  miftrefs. 
She  had  no  fooner  got  it  into  her  porlef- 
fion,  but  po.iring  him  cut  a  fecor.d  ;;bfs 
of  the  fame  water,  h'.t  whole  dole  was 
ib  much  as  would  reftore  him  his  me- 
F  a,  uiory, 
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moiy,  flie  earneftly  begged  him  for  her 
lake  to  drink  that  too,  and  affured  him 
that  he  mould  no  iboner  have  given  her 
that  laft  mark  of  his  complaifance,  than 
(he  would  confent  to  gratify  his  defires. 

However  tailelefs  the  Genius  thought 
die  liquor  he  had  already  drank,  as  he  was 
Ib  transported  at  the  fight  of  this  charming 
.at  he  was  no  longer  the  mafter  of  his 
will,  he  prefently  fwaliowed  the  water  (he 
offered  him  5  but  what  a  fury  was  he  in 
the  moment  afterwards,  when  Cheref- 
Eldin  vanimed  from  his  light,  to  perceive 
that  he  was  no  longer  the  polfefibr  of  So- 
lomon's ring,  and  to  remember  that  he 
himftlf  had  fooiifhly  given  it  away  to  the 
woman  whofe  falie  charms  had  fo  groisly 
deceived  him  ?  He  then  abandoned  him- 
itli'to  the  moft  violent  defpair,  and  blaf- 
phemed  againft  all  the  fupreme  beings. 

When  Cheref-EIdin  had  given  to 
Geoncha  the  ring  he  had  fo  fubtilely  ac- 
quired, that  King  of  the  Genii  tran- 
fported  himfelf  iu  the  very  moment  to  the 
place  where  the  perfidious  Zeloulou  was 
ftill  making  moll  difmal  reflections  upon 
the  lofs  he  had  fuftained.  But,  though 
the  feal  of  Solomon,  which  with  the  ut- 
moft  iurprize  he  law  in  Geoncha's 
hands,  ought  to  have  humbled  him,  and 
induced  him  to  have  recourfe  to  his  cle- 
mency, yet  he  had  ftill  the  temerity  to 
rebel  againft  him ;  and,  forgetting  that 
he  was  his  king,  he  was  ib  rafii  as  to 
defy  him  to  combat.  But  Geoncha  mak- 
ing ufe  of  all  the  fuperiority  and  hnmenfe 
power  which  that  divine  ring  gave  him, 
loon  put  an  end  to  the  fight:  he  annihi- 
:he  traiteroxis  Zeloulou  ;  and  after 
having  carried  to  his  palace  the  Prince  of 
Omuis,  while  he  wafted  in  another  bath 
which  reftored  him  to  his  primitive  form, 
the  Genius  went  and  fetched  the  beau- 
teous Gul-hindy  out  of  her  prifon;  and, 
embracing  them  both,  he  conveyed  them 
in  an  inftant  to  the  palace  of  the  King  of 
Tuluphan. 

Mochzadin  and  Riza,  who  bemoaned 
the  lofs  of  their  daughter,  and,  according 
to  Geoncha's  prediction,  never  expected 
to  behold  her  again,  almoft  died  with  joy 
at  fo  unexpecltid  a  fight.  The  Genius 
told  them,  to  their  great  amazement,  of 
the  error  they  had  always  been  in  by  the 
malice  of  Zeloulou;  the  dangers  to  which 
their  real  daughter  had  been  expofed,  as 
he  had  foretold  them  the  moment  fte  was 
born;  and  the  annihilation  of  the  malig- 
nant Genius }  and  commanded  them  im- 


mediately to  unite  in  the  moft  holy  ties 
Cheref-Eldin  and  Gul-hindy;  fince  the 
King  of  Onni:s  too  had  before  formal 
the  fame  defipi. 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Tuluphan 
(continued  Ben-Eridoun)  would  not  de- 
ter a  moment  the  happinefsof  the  prince 
and  princefs;  and  that  illuftrious  couple, 
under  the  protection  of  the  great  Geon- 
cha, fpent  the  reft  of  their  days  in  the 
moft  perfi.fl  union ;  and  enjoyed  a  feli- 
city which,  to  their  lives  end,  was  ne\vr 
interrupted  by  the  leaft  unlucky  a^ci- 
dent. 

Ben-Eridoun  having  thus  concluded 
the  adventures  of  Cheref-Eldin  and  Gul- 
hindy,   the  King  of  Aftracan  let  him 
know  the  great  pleafure  he  had  taken  in 
hearing  him.   '  I  could  yet  have  wifhed,' 
added  that  monarch,   '  that  there  had 
been  fomething  in  the  cataftrophe  of 
your  ftory  a  liftle  more  wonderful.     I 
cannot  help  thinking  that    Zeloulou 
runs  too  blindful  into  the  trap  that  is 
laid  for  him,  and  that  Cheref-Eldiii 
too  eafily  gets  from  him  the  ring  of 
Solomon.'—'  My  lord,'  replied  Ben- 
Eiidoun,  '  I  did  not  invent  this  liiiimy 
myfelf,  but  had  the  honour  to  teli  it 
your  majefty  juft  as  I  had  read  it  in 
one  of  our  Arabian  authors.  And  after 
all,  love  is  fo  violent  a  paffion,  and  de- 
prives the  wifeftmen  of  the  ufe  of  their 
reafon  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  fet  them 
upon  an  equal  foot  with  the  weaken"  of 
mankind.' 

'  I  confefs  it,'  replied  the  king;  *  and 
now  I  refieft  upon  it  more  ferioufly,  I 
perceive  that  it  would  have  been  very 
hard  to  have  refcued  Gul-hindy  out  of 
Zeloulou's  power  by  any  other  means 
than  the  blind  paffion  he  felt  for  Cheref- 
Elclin,  who  feemed  fo  beautiful  a  wo- 
man. That  Genius,  by  the  afliftance 
of  Solomon's  ring,  might  have  de- 
fended himfelf  againft  all  lurpri/rs ; 
nothing  but  fo  paftionate  a  love  could 
have  tern  it  from  him :  and  this  thought 
convinces  me  that  it  is  very  eafy  tocri- 
ticife  any  thing,  but  hard  to  mend.' 
'  It  is  true,  my  lord,'  replied  Ben- 
Eridoun:  '  but,  fince  your  majefty  was 
not  at  fir/I  entirely  "fatisfied  with  the 
concluilon  of  that  hiftory,  I  will  relate 
one  which  I  am  lure  will  pleafe  you, 
both  for  the  wonderful  and  comical 
ftrokes  that  there  are  in  it.' 
'  Nobody  liitherto  has  fuccceded  fo 
«  well 
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Well  as  them,  in  diverting  me,'  replied 
:ie  King  of  Allnicau:  '  begin  this  hiitory 
'  therefore,  fince  I  have  itill  feme  mo- 
'  mentsleft.'  Ben  -Eridoun,  in  obedience 
to  his  prince,  fpoke  in  theie  terms. 


T 1! E  HI STORYOFTHETH REE  CRUMP 
TWIN-BROTHERS  OF  DAMASCUS. 

UNDER  the  Caliphat  of  Watik- 
billah,  grandlbn  of  Haroun  Ar- 
reichid,  theie  dwelt  at  Damafcus*  an 
old  man  called  Behemrillah,  who  did  but 
iuft  get  a  pool-livelihood  by  making  fteel- 
bows,  fwords,  fabres,  and  knife-blades. 
Of  thirteen  cliildren  which  he  had  by  one 
wife,  ten  died  all  in  one  year;  but  the 
three  that  remained  were  fo  odd  a  figure, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  look  at  them 
without  laughing:  they  were  crooked 
both  behind  and  before,  blind  of  the-  kit- 
eye,  lame  of  the  right-toot,  and  ib  per- 
fectly like  one  another  in  face,  ihape, 
and  cloaths,  which  they  always  wore  the 
feme  with  one  another,  that  even  their 
father  and  mother  fometimes  miftock 
one  for  the  other. 

Of  the  three  ions  of  Behemrillah,  (faid 
Ben-Eridoun,  the  next  day)  the  eldeil 
was  named  Ibad,  the  fecond  Syahouk, 
and  the  third  Babekan;  and  theie  three 
little  hump-backed  brothers  never  worked 
in  their  mops  b\:t  they  ferved  for  laugh- 
ing-flocks to  all  the  boys  and  girls  in  the 
town. 

One  day,  as  the  only  fon  of  a  rich 
merchant,  named  Mourad,  returned  from 
walking  with  fome  of  his  play-fellows, 
finding  himfelf  more  merry  than  ufual, 
he  leaned  upon  the  bulk  pf  the  three 
crumps,  and  infulted  them  with  ib  much 
keennefs,  that  Babekan,  who  was  then 
at  work  upon  a  knife-blade,  loft  all  pa- 
tience ;  he  ran  after thofe  children,  and, 
fingling  out  his  principal  enemy,  gave 
him  a  cut  in  the  belly  ;  but  finding  that 
he  was  purfued  by  the  mob,  he  ran  into 
his  fhop,and  pulled  to  the  door  after  him. 

As  Mourad  was  dangeroufiy  wound- 
ed, all  the  avenues  of  Behemrillah'' s 
houfe  were  immediately  fecured  till  the 
cridy,  who  was  fent  for,  fliould  be  come. 
lie  repaired  thither  immediately  with  his 
azzasf,  and  having  broken  down  the 


doors,  upon  their  refufal  to  open  them,  lie 
entered  into  the  (hop,  and  demanded  of 
thofe  who  had  been  witr.elTes  of  the  action 
that  was  committed,  which  of  the  three 
crumps  was  the  murderer?  Nobody  could 
affirm  that  it  was  one  of  them  more  than 
theother;  they  were  fo  exactly  alike,  that 
they  were  all  at  a  lofs.  The  cacly  examined 
Ibad,  who  allured  him  that  it  was  not  he 
that  had  wounded  the  boy,  and  that  he 
could  not  tell  whether  it  was  Syahouk  or 
Babekan:  Syahouk  averred  the  fame 
thing;  and  Babekan,  feeing  himfelf  out 
of  danger,  had  the  impudence  to  deny 
likewife  that  he  had  any  hand  in  the 
crime. 

Thecady  was  therefore  much  perplex- 
ed what  to  do;  there  could  be  but  one 
criminal,  and  here  feemed  to  be  three} 
and  never  a  one  of  them  would  own  him- 
felf to  be  the  man .  He.-  thought  he  coulel 
not  do  better  than  to  inform  the  King  of 
Damafcus  of  fo  fingular  an  affair.  He 
carried  the  three  crumps  before  his 
throne;  and  that  prince  having  examined 
them  himfelf,  without  being  able  to  find 
exit  the  truth,  gave  command,  in  order  to 
difcover  it,  that  each  of  them  mould  have 
a  hundred  baftinadoes  upon  the  foals  of 
his  feet.  .They  began  with  Syahouk,  and 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Ibad;  but  both 
of  them  being  ignorant  whether  Babekan 
was  the  criminal  or  no,  fo  much  refem- 
blance  there  was  between  them,  they  en- 
dured the  baflinado  without  giving  the 
king  any  clearer  information  than  he  had 
before.  Babekan  afterwards  received  his 
qxiota  of  ilripes;  but  being  judge  in  his 
own  caufc,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  betray 
himfeif :  he  made  the  moft  earneft  pro- 
teftations  of  his  innocence;  and  the  king 
not  knowing  which  was  the  murderer, 
and  unwilling  to  put  to  death  two  inno- 
cents with  one  criminal,  was  contented 
with  banifhing  them  all  three  from  Da- 
mafcus for  ever. 

Ibad,  Syahouk,  and  Babekan,  were 
obliged  to  comply  with  this  fentcnce  im- 
mediately. They  departed  from  the 
city;  and,  having  conlulered  what  they 
mould  do,  Ibad  and  Syahouk  were  en- 
tirely for  keeping  together;  but  Babekan 
having  reprefented  to  them,  that,  let 
them  go  where  they  would,  fo  long  as 
they  were  together,  they  fhould  always  be 


*  Damafcus  is  a  city  of  Syria,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Libanus,  about  forty  leagues  from 
Aleppo.  It  is  mightily  reforted  to  for  it's  knives,  bows,  and  fab;es.  The  flee'1  of  Damafcus 
is  in  very  great  eiteem. 

f  The  azzss  ars  *  fortsf  catchpoles  that  generally  accompany  the  csdies. 

the 
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tlie  left  of  the  publick,  and  that,  if  they 
they  would  each  be  infinitely 
id's  obie.ved,  this  reafcn  prevailed  over 
the  opinion  of  the  other  two.  They  part- 
ed from  each  c.hcr;  acui  taking  everyone 
a  different  road,  Babekau,  after  having 
travelled  through  feveral  towns  of  Sy- 
ria, cams  at  length  to  B'igxiad*,  where 
I  h:we  already  told  your  Maiefty  Wa- 
tik-billah,  the  grandfon  of  Haroun  Ar- 
refchid,hel'.i  the  fupreme  power. 

'I ''his  little  crooked  wretch,  under- 
ftanding  that  there  was  in  that  city  a 
cutkr  of  tolerable  _<;ood  refute,  went  to 
him  for  aii^lcymcnt.  He  told  him  he 
v,-as  ofDamafcus,  and  that  he  had  a  par- 
ticular art  in  tempering  of  fteel.  The 
cutler  was  willing  to  try  if  Babekan  was 
as  great  a  matter  of  his  trade  as  he  boaft- 
ed  himfclf  to  be:  he  took  him  into  his 
(hop;  and  finding  indeed  that  not  only 
th..--  lleel  he  tempered  was  as  hard  and 
(harp  again  as  what  was  commonly  uied 
at  Bagdad,  but  alfo  that  his  work  was 
much  more  neat  and  perfect,  he  retained 
him  in  his  fervice,  and  entertained  him 
with  great  kindnefs,  that  he  might  keep 
him  to  himfelf. 

From  that  time  his  (hop  was  always 
crouded  with  cuitcrr.ers.  The  little 
crump  could  not  work  fait  enough.  The 
cutler  fold  his  bows  and  fabres  athisown 
price;  and,  if  he  had  not  been  a  drunken 
extravagant  lot,  he  might  have  made  a 
very  confiderable  fortune. 

Babekan  had  fcarce  been  two  years  at 
Bagdad,  when  his  mafter  fell  very  ill  of 
a  great  debauch  he  had  made.  His  body  - 
v/as  fo  worn  and  wafted  by  wine,  bran- 
dy, and  women,  that  all  the  care  of  his 
wife  and  Babekan  could  notfave  his  life. 
He  died  in  their  arms. 

Tiuugh  Nohoucl  (which was  thename 
of  the  cutk-r's  wife)  was  very  far  from 
being  hamlfome,  Babekan  had  never- 
theleis  been  in  love  with  her  for  fome 
time;  and  his  mailer's  death  being  a  fair 
opportunity  to  declare  his  pafTion,  he 
without  any  hcfuation  made  the  v. 
acquainted  with  his  fentiments.  She 
WHS  not  much  alarmed  at  them;  for,  be- 
hat  his  out-of-the-way  figure  be- 
gan to  grow  familiar  to  her,  (he  further 
confidered,  that  if  Babekan  left  her,  the 
fliop. would  prefcntly  lofcit's  reputation, 


and  that  the  little  money  (he  had  faved 
during  her  hi. (bund's  life  would  loon  be 
fpent.  Thefe  reafons  induced  her,  like 
a  fen fible woman  as  (he  was,  to  mrke  Ba- 
hfkan  a  prcmife  of  marriage,  fo  foon  as 
ihc  could  do  it  with  decency.  She  kept 
her  word  with  him  fome  months  after- 
wards; and  BabekT,  not  fatisfied  with 
his  rutling-trade  alone,  whereby  in  a 
little  time  he  got  a  great  deal  of  money, 
fell  likewife  imo  the  way  of  felling  bivn- 
dy  of  dates,  which  he  had  a  very  conii- 
derable  demand  for. 

The  correfpondeii'-e  thnt  Babekan  had 
in  feveral  towns  of  the  eatt,  came  to  the 
ears  of  his  two  brothers;  who,  after  hav- 
ing lived  for  almoft  five  years  in  the  ut- 
moft  poverty,  were  at  laft  mettogether  at 
Derbent*.  Here  they  learnt,  to  their 
great  'oy,  the  profperity  ot  Babekan ; 
and,  not  doubting  but  he  would  ailift  , 
them  in  their  want,  they  refolved  to  go 
together  to  Bagdad.  They  were  no  fooner 
arrived  there,  than  they  fent  for  him  by 
a  poor  woman  who  had  taken  them  into 
her  houfe  out  of  charity. 

Babekan  was  prodigioufly  furprized 

"at  the  fight  of  his  brothers.    '  Have  you 

*  forgo i,'  faid  he   to  them  in  a  violent 

pafiion,  '  what  happened  to  \is  at  Da- 

rnafcus?     Have  you  a  mind  to  make 

me  the  jeft  of  this  city  too?     I  fwear 

by  my  head,  that  you  mall  die  beneath 

my  cudgel,  if  you  dare  to  come  near 

my  houfe,  or  ftay  in  Bagdad  another 

hour ! ' 

Ibad  and  his  brother  were  amazed  at  a 
reception  fo  little  expected.  It  was  in 
vain  they  represented  their  mifery  to  Ba- 
bekan, and  (hewed  him  the  moft  abje£k 
fubmifTion  ;  he  continued  unmoved ;  and 
all  they  could  obtain  of  him  v/as  ten  or 
twelve  pieces  of  gold,  to  help  diem  to  fet- 
tle in  fome  other  town. 

Babekan  being  returned  home,  his 
wife  perceived  an  alteration  in  his  coun- 
tenance. She  a(ked  him  the  ca  <ll-  of  it, 
Hud  was  anfwered  that  it  proceeded  from 
the  arrival  of  his  two  brothers ;  but  that 
apprehending  at  Bagdad  the  fame  raille- 
ries he  had  borne  at  Damai'  us,  he  had 
forbid  them  iai  houfe,  and  obliged  tlum 
to  leave  the  town. 

Nohoud  to  no  pnrpofe  remonfi 
to  him  the  cruelty  of  what  he  had  done  j 


*  B.igJad  is  a  city  of  Afia,  feated  upon  the  Tigris,  in  the  province  of  Hierac.  Ithas  long 
been  the  place  of  abode  of  the  caliphs  of  Egypt. 
•f  Derbent  is  a  t  wn  of  the  province  of  Servaa  in  Perfia,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Caucus. 
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her  hu  (band's  fury  was  but  encreafed  by 
her  perf 'aliens.  '  I  find,'  fays  he, '  you 
will  be  tempted  to  entertain  them  here 
during  the  journey  I  am  to  make  to 
Balfora:  but  take  notice,  I  would  ad- 
vile  you,  that  if  vou  do,  it  (hall  coft  you 
your  life.     I  fay  no  more.     Look  to 
it,  that  you  do  not  diiohey  me.' 
Babekan'swife  was  too  well  acquaint- 
ed wit'i  her  husband's  violent  humour  to 
contradift  him  ;  (he  had  often  enough 
felt  the  wui^htof  his  arm.     Shepromiled 
moit  punct"ally  to  execute  his  orders. 
But  thofe  promifes  did  not  make  Babe- 
kan  eaiy ;  he  paffed  the  whole  night  with- 
out taking  a  wink  of  deep;  and  return- 
ing next  morning  at  break  of  day  to  the 
woman's  houle  where  his  brothers  had 
lodged,  he  heard,  to  his  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  they  were  gone  from  Bagdad 
with  an  intention  never  to  fee  it  again.  ' 
Ibad  and  Syahouk  were  indeed  de- 
parted with  a  refolution  to  go  feek  their 
fortunes  elfewhere;  but  the  latter  falling 
fick  about  two  days  iourney  from  Bag- 
dad, and  they  finding  themfelves  obliged 
to  itay  there  almolt  three  weeks,  their 
money  was  foon  gone,  and  they  reduced 
to  theirformer  want.    Not  knowing  how 
to  live,  in  fpitc  of  the  fevere  prohibition 
they  had  re  tived  from  Babekari,  they 
reiolved  to  go  back  to  Bagdad.     They 
went  to  their  former  landlady,  and  beg- 
ged her  to  go  once  more  to  their  brother, 
in  order  to  pcrfuade  him,  if  ihc  could,  to 
take  them  into  his  houib,  or  at  lea.it  to 
give  them  a  little  money  to  defray  the 
charge  of  their  journey. 

The  poor  woman  could  not  refnfe  to 
do  them  that  fervice:  (he  went  to  Babe- 
kan's  ho '.ile;  and  being  informed  at  his 
fliop  that  he  had  been  gone  twelve  days 
to  Balibra,  to  fetch  ieveral  bales  of  mer- 
chandizes, fhe  returned  immediately  to 
te!l  this  news  to  her  guefts,  who  were  fo 
hard  prelTed  by  their  neceflity,  that  they 
went  themfeh-es  to  imolore  the  aflatance 
of  their  brother's  wife. 

Nohoud could  not  help  knowing  them; 
they  refembled  Babekan  fo  exactly,  that 
there  was  nobody  but  who  would  have 
miftaken'  each  of  them  apart  for  him  : 
but  though  he  had  fo  Itriftly  commanded 
her  not  to  let  them  into  her  houib,  (lie 
was  touched  with  their  poverty  and  tears; 
fhe  entertained  them,  and  fet  fome  vic- 
tuals before  them.  It  was  now  dark 


ni.^ht;  and  Ibad  and  Syahouk  had  f-arce 
fatisfied  their  firlt  hunger,  when  fome- 
body  rattled  at  the  door.  The  voice  of 
Babekan,  who  was  not  to  haverctur,!.  •! 
in  t'vce  'lays  longer,  was  a  thunderbolt 
to  his  wife  and  brothers;  they  turned  as 
pale  as  death :  and  Nahoud,  who  did  not 
know  where"  to  put  them  to  conceal  t!, an 
from  her  huiband's  fury,  thought  at  laft 
of  hiding  them  in  a  little  cellar  bcauui 
five  or  fix  tubs  of  brandy. 

Babekan  grew  impatient  at  the  doorj 
he  knocked  louder  and  louder  every  mo- 
ment :  si  iaft  it  was  opened;  and,  fulpeci- 
ing  his  wife  of  having  ibme  gallant  hid  in 
a  corner,  he  took  a  ftick,  and  beat  her 
ibi'ndly;  afterwards*  his  iealoufy  in- 
ducing him  to  fearch  all  the  ho  ie,  he  vi- 
fited  every  hole  with  the  greatclt  care, 
but  never  thought  of  looking  behind  the 
brandy- tubs,  though  he  went  into  the 
cellar.  At  lall,  my  lord,  (continued 
Ben-Eridoun)  the  hump-backed  churl 
having  made  no  difcovery,  grew  a  little 
calm ;  he  locked  all  the  doors,  taking  the 
keys,  according  to  his  cuftovn  ;  went  to 
bed  with  Nohoud ;  and  did  not  go  out  all 
next  day  till  toward  the  evening  prayer, 
telling  his  wite  he  (houldfup  with  a  friend. 
His  back  was  hardly  turned,  when  No- 
houd ran  immediately  to  the  cellar.  But 
flie  was  in  the  utmolt  furprize  at  finding 
Ibad  and  Syahouk  without  the  leaft  tign 
of  life.  II  r  perplexity  increaied  when 
fhe  confidered  (he  had  no  way  of  getting 
rid  of  the  two  bodies  ;  but,  taking  her 
refol  t.ion  at  once,  (lie  (hut  up  the  (hop, 
ran  to  look  towards  the  bridge  of  Bagdad 
for  a  foolim  porter  of  Sivri-liiffar*,  and, 
havingtold  him  that  a  little  hump-backed 
man  who  came  to  her  houfe  to  buy  fome 
knives  having  died  there  iuddenly,  (he 
feared  (lie  (hould  be  brought  into  trouble 
about  it,  me  proffered  him  fo'-r  fequins 
of  gold,  if  he  would  put  him  into  a  lack, 
and  throw  him  into  the  Tigris.  The 
porter  accepted  her  offer ;  and  Nohoud, 
having  taken  him  home  with  her,  gave 
him  two  fequins  by  way  of  earr.eil,  treat- 
ed him  with  drink  till  it  was  night,  put 
only  one  of  the  crumps  into  his  fack, 
helped  him  up  with  it,  and  promifed  to 
give  him  the  other  two  fequins  when  (he 
was  lure  he  had  performed  his  comraif- 
lion. 

The  porter,  with  the  crump  upon  his 
(houlders,  being  come  to  the  bridge  of 


*  Sivri-hiffar  h  a  town  of  Natolia,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  famous  for  their  fim- 
fiicity. 

Bagdad, 
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Bagdad,  opened  his  fack,  fhot  his  load 
into  the  river,  and,  running  back  to  No- 
houd — '  'Tis  done/  laid  he,  laughing; 
'  your  man  is  fifh-meat  by  this  time. 

*  Give  me  the  twofeqi.ins  you  promifedt 
'  me.'     Nohoud  then  went  behind  her 
counter,  under  pretence  of  fetching  him 
the  money; "but   liarting  back  with   a 
loiid  cry,  (he  pretended  to  fall  into  a 
iwoon.    The  porter,  irrangely  furprized, 
took  her  into  his  arms.     After  having 
fetched  her  to  herfelf,  he  enquired  the 
caule  of  her  fright.     '  Ah!'  laid   the 
cunning  hufley,  acting  her  part  to  a  mi- 
racle, *  go  in  there,  and  you  will  foon 
'  know  the  caufe. '     The  porter  went  in, 
and  was  ftruck  as  muteasa  fi/h  when, by 
the  glimmering  of  a  lamp,  he  perceived 
the  lame  body  which  he  thought  he  had 
thrown  into  the  Tigris.    The  more  nar- 
rowly he  viewed  it,  the  greater  was  his 
iurprize.     '  I  am  lure,'  faid  he  to  No- 
houd, '  I  did  throw  that  plaguy  crooked 
'  rafcal  over  the  bridge :  how  then  could 
'  he  come  hither  ?  There  muft  be  witch- 
'  -craft  in  it.     However,'  continued  he, 

*  fet  us   try  if  he  will  get  out  again.' 
Then  having  put  the  fecond  crump  into 
the  fame  fack,  he  carried   him  to   the 
bridge;  and  chufing  out  the  deepelt  part 
of  the   Tigris,   opened   his  fack,   and 
threw  in  poor  Syahouk.     He  was  again 
.returning  merrily  to  Nohoud,  not  doubt- 
ing that  his  burden  was  gone  to  the  bot- 
tom; when,  turning  the  corner  of  alrreet, 
lie  faw  coming  towards  him  a  man  \vlfh 
a  lanthorn  in  his  hand.     He  was  ready 
to  drop  clown  dead  with  fear  at  the  fight 
of  Babekan,  who  was  going  home  a  lit- 
tle overtaken  with  wine.     He  dogged 
him,  however,  a  little  while;  and  finding 
that  he  took  the  ready  way  to  the  houie 
from   which   he  had    fetched   the   two 
crumps,  he  feized  him  furioufly  by  the 
collar.     '  Ah,  rogue!'  cried  he,  '  you 

*  think  to  make  a  fool  of  me  all  night, 

*  do  you  ?     You  have  ferved   me  this 
'  trick  twice  already;  but  if  you  efcape 

*  the  third  time,  I  will  be  hanged.'  Then, 
being  a  hilly  fellow,  he  thrgw  his  fick 
overnis  moulders;  and,  forcing  him  into 
h  in  fpite  of  his  teeth,  tied  the  mouth  of 
it  with  a  ftrong  rope;  and  running  direct - 
Jy  to  the  bridge,  flung  in  poor  Babekan, 
fnck  and  all.     He  walked  a  pretty  while 
thereabouts,  for  fear  the  crump  mould 
get  out  again  to  cheat  him  of  his  reward; 


*  The  Daggial  is  the  Antichrift  of  the  Mahometans, 


but  hearing  no  noife,  returned  to  the  ctit- 
krels  to  demand  the  other  two  iequins 
which  flie  had  promifed  him.  '  Do  not 
'  fear  his  coming  any  more,1  laid  he, 
the  moment  he  fet  his  foot  into  the  houie. 
'  The  wag  had  a  mind  to  make  me  his 

*  fport  for  ever,  I  think.     He  only  pre- 
'  tended  to  be  dead  that  he  might  make 
'  me  trot  my  legs  off.     But  I  have  done 

*  his  bufineis  for  him  nov/ib  thoroughly, 
'  that  he  will  never  come  to  your  houie 

*  any  more,  I  will  engage  for  him.' 
Nohcud,  unprized  at  this  difcourfe, 

defired  him  to  tell  her  what  he  meant  by 
it.  '  Why,'  replied  he,  «  I  had  again 
'  thrown  this  damned  crump  into  the 
'  Tigris,  when,  as  I  was  returning  to 

*  you  for  my  money,  I  met  him  air.in 
'  about  five  or  fix  lireets  off,  with  a  l:m- 

*  thorn  in  his  hand,  finging  and  roaring 
'  under  pretence  of  being  drunk.     I  was 
'  fo  horridly  enraged  with  him,   that, 

*  laying  hold  of  him,  I  forced  him  into 
'  my  fack  in  fpite  of  all  his  refiitance, 
'  tied  it  with  a  cord,  and  fo  threw  him 

*  into  the  Tigris;  from  whence  I  believe 
'  he  can  never  return,  unlefs  he  be  the 
«  DaggialMiimfelf.' 

Babekan' s  wife  was  in  an  unparalleled 
furprize  at  this  news.     '  Ah,  firrah'.'l.iiil 
me,  '  what  have  you  done?     You  have 
now  drowned  my  hufband.   And  have 
you  the  impudence  to  think  I  will  re- 
ward you  for  this  murder  ?     No,  no ; 
I  will  revenge  his  death,  and  go  this 
moment  to  make  my  complaint  to  the 
cady.' 

The  porter  gave  very  little  heed  to  all 
her  threats ;  he  thought  fhe  did  this  only 
to  avoid  paying  him  the  money  flie  h;id 
prom i ft d  him.  '  Without  jelling,'  laid 
he,  '  give  me  the  two  fequins  1  have  fo 
'  lawfully  earned:  you  have  made  a  fool 
'  of  me  long  enough  already.  I  muft 
'  be  gnne  home.'  Nohoud  refilling  to 
pay  him — '  I  fwear  by  my  head,'  re- 
plied he,  in  a  violent  rage,  '  if  you  <io 
'  not  give  me  the  two  fequins  this  mo- 
'  ment,  I  will  fend  you  to  keep  com- 

*  pany  with  that  crooked  manlier  I  have 
'  thrown  into  the  river!    Now, 'added  he, 
'  dilpute  my  payment  if  you  dare.     I 
'  am  not  luch  a  fool  as  you  take  me  for: 

*  I  will  have  my  money  prefently,  or  I 
'  will  make  the  houfe  too  hot  to  hold 
'  you.'     The  more  the  porter  in  lilted 
uj-on  his  money,  the  more  nolle  Nohoud 

made. 
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made.  He  grew  weary  o  f  fo  much  re- 
iiitance;  and,  taking  her  by  the  hair, 
he  pulled  her  into  the  ftreet ,  and  was  really 
going  to  throw  her  into  the  Tigris,  when 
the  neighbours  ran  to  h/;raflfilhmce. 

The  porter  upon  this  -took  to  his  heels, 
very  much  in  dudgeon  at  having,  as  he 
thought,  been  fo  grofr.ly  put  upon;  and 
was  going  towards  tlv;  bridge  in  his  way 
home,  when  he  met  tb.ree  men,  each  with 
a  load  upon  his  moulder,  as  far  as  he 
could  difcern  in  the  f  lark.  He  that  went 
fir  It  took  him  by  the  arm.  '  Where 
'  are  you  going  1 1  this  time  of  night?' 
faid  he.  '  Wha'.  is  that  to  you!'  faid 
the  porter  very  fnappifhly:  '  I  am  going 
'  where  I  pieaifj.' — '  You  are  greatly 
'  deceived,'  anlvvered  the  ftrangerj  '  for 

*  you  (hull   go  where  I  pleafe.     Take 
'  this  bundle  a/.F  my  head,  and  walk  te- 

*  fore  me.' 

The  porter,  furprizedatthecommar:!, 
would  have  re  lifted}  but  that  man,  hav- 
ing (hook  at  him  a  fabre  four  fingers 
broad,  and  threatened  to  cut  off  his  head 
rf  he  did  not.  obey  that  moment,  he  was 
forced  to  take  up  the  load,  and  go  in 
company  with  the  other  two;  whereof 
one  teemed  a  (lave,  and  the  other  a  fifli- 
erman.  T'ney  had  not  walked  ten  ftreets, 
when  they  came  to  a  little  door,  which 
\vas  prefently opened  by  an  old  woman. 
They  paifed  through  a  long  paflage,  ve- 
ry dark,  and  arrived  at  Ian  in  a  magni- 
ficent hall.  But  what  was  the  porter's 
amazement,  when,  by  the  light  of  above 
forty  tapers  with  which  it  was  illumi- 
nated, he  faw  the  crooked  brothers  he 
had  thrown  intotheTigris;  two  of  whom 
were  upon  the  moulders  of  the  (lave  and 
the  fimerman,  and  the  third  upon  his 
own  head;  he  was  lei  zed  with  fuch  ter- 
ror, that  he  began  to  (hake  all  over  his 
body.  He  was  more  thoroughly  con- 
vinced than  ever,  that  fo  extraordinary  a 
thing  could  be  imputed  to  nothing  but 
conjuration ;  but,  recovering  a  littk  from 
his  fright — '  The  devil  take  this  curled 
crump- backed,  one-eyed,  fon  of  a 
whore!'  cried  he,  in  a  very  comical 
one;  '  I  believe  I  (hall  do  nothing  all 
night  but  throw  him  into  the  river, 
and  not  get  rid  of  him  at  laft.  The 
rafcal  was  fo  malicious  to  come  back 
again  twice  to  hinder  me  from  having 
the  fequms  the  cutler- woman  promifed 
me;  and  here  I  find  him  agahi,  with 
two  others  befides,  not  a  farthing  bet- 
ter than  himfelf. — But,  Sir,'  continued 
,  addreifing  himfelf  to  him  thatfeemed 


the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  '  lend  me,  I  he- 
leech  you,  that  J'abre  of  yours  but  for 
a  moment;  I  will  only  cut  off  their 
heads,  and  then   go   throw  them  all 
three  into  the  Tigris,  to  fee  if  they  will 
follow  me  again.     I  am  fo  hoiridly 
unlucky  to-day, that  I  am  lure  the  devil 
will  carry  them  back  either  to  the  cut- 
ler's houfe  or  mine,  do  what  I  will.' 
The  porter  having  finimed  this  fpeech 
of  his,    the  caliph  Watik-billah,  for  it 
was  he  himfelf,  my  lord,  that,  by  the 
example  of  Haroun  Arrefchid,  his  grand- 
father, walked  out  very  often   in    the 
night-time  in  the  ftreets  of  Bagdad,  to 
fee  what  parted,  and  to  be  capable  of 
making   a  judgment  himfelf  how   the 
people  liked  his  government ;  this  caliph, 
I  fay,  who  was  dif^uifed  like  a  mer- 
chant, was  in  the  lUmolt  iurpi  ize  at  thtfe 
words  of  the  porter.     He  had  been  o;it 
that  night  with  his  prime  vizir;    and, 
having  met  a  fiihtrman,  he  aflted  him 
whither  he  went. '  I  am  going,'  anfwered 
he,  '  to  draw  up  my  nets,  whuh  I  have 
'  left  ever  fmce  yefterday  morning  in 
'  the  Tigris.' — '  And  what  will  you  do 
'  with  the  fifh  you  catch- '  replied  the  ca- 
liph. '  To-morrow,'  faid  he,  '  I  will  go 
'  fell  it  in  the  market  of  Bagdad,  to  help 
'  to  maintain  my  wife  and  three  chil- 

*  dren.' — '  Will  you  bargain  with  me 
'  for  your  whole  draught?'  replied  Wa- 
tik-'bilhh.     c  With  all  my  heart,'  an- 
fwered the  ft  merman.     '  Well,'  faid  the 
caliph, '  there  are  ten  fequins  of  gold  for 

*  it;  will  that  fatisfy  you  ?'  The  fifher- 
man  was  fo  amazed  at  fuch  apiece  of  ge- 
nerofity,  that  healmoft  imagined  he  was 
in  a  dream  ;  but,  putting  the  fequins  in 
his  pocket—' My  lord,'  replied  he,  tranf- 
ported,   '  if  I  were  to  have  as  much  for 
'  every  draught,  I  ihould  foon  be  richer 
'  and  more  powerful  than  the  fovereign 

*  Commander  of  the  Faithful.' 

The  caliph  fmiled  at  this  comparifon. 
He  went  to  the  more  of  the  Tigris;  en- 
tered into  the  fimerman's  beat;  and, 
with  his  vizir,  havinghelped  him  to  draW 
up  his  nets,  he  was  very  mu  Ji  amazed 
at  finding  in  them  the  two  little  crumps 
of  Damafcus,  and  a  lack,  in  which  was 
the  third. 

An  ad  venture  fo  furprizing  ftruck  him 
with  admiration.  '  Since  this  draught 

*  belongs  to  me,'  faid  he  to  the  fiiher- 
man,  who  was  as  much   furprized  as 
himfelf, '  I  am  refolved  to  carry  it  home 
'  with  me;  but  youmuft  lend  us  a  hand.* 
That  man  had  received  too  great  marks' 
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of  the  caliph's  liberality  to  make  the 
lead  fcruple  of  obeying  him;  the  vi- 
zir and  he  took  the  one  Ibad,  and  the 
other  Syhahouk,  by  the  feet,  and  threw 
them  on  their  moulders  5  and  the  caliph 
himl'elf  having  mouldered  the  fack  in 
which  was  Babekan,  they  turned  back  to 
go  to  the  palace;  when  they  nut  the  por- 
ter, who  had  but  a  few  moments  before 
.  thrown  the  three  brothers  into  the  Ti- 
gris. 

As  Watik-billah  was  dropping  wet 
with  the  water  that  ran  out  of  the  lack, 
lie  (topped  the  porter;  and,  having  forced 
him  to  eafe  hirn  of  his  burden,  he  con- 
ducted him  to  a  houfe  which  adjoined  to 
his  palace.     There  it  was,  my  lord,  that 
the  porter  of  Bagdad,   haying  by  the 
words   he  (poke  relating  to   the   three 
crumps  excited  the  caliph's  curiofity,  he 
defireJ  him  to  explain  himfelf  more  clear- 
ly upon  fowhimficalan  adventure. 
'  Sir,'  replied  the  porter,  '  this  ex- 
planation you  require  is  not  fo  eaiily 
made  as  you  imagine.     The  more  I 
•think  of  it,  the  lei's  I  underliand  it: 
however,  you  (hall  have  it  jull  as  I 
think  it  happened  to  me.' 
4  Do  you  know,  Sir,'lhidtheporter,'the 
cutler's  wife  that  lives  at  the  end  of  the 
ftreet  of  the  jewellers?'— '  No,'  replied 
he  caliph.     '  You  are  no  great  lofer  by 
the  bargain,'  anfwered  the ;  orter.  '  She 
is  the  miflhievoufeft  jade  ir.  all  Bagdad. 
I  would  willingly  give  the  two  iequins 
I  am  m alter  of  to  have  but  five  or  fix 
flaj  s  at  her  foul  chay-s,  for  the  trick 
the   witch  p'.t  upon  me   this  night; 
thovgh  I  am  but  poor,  I  (hould  lleep 
the  better  for  it.     This  cutler  woman 
then — But   itay,    fin.e   you   do   not 
know  her,  I  will  draw  you  her  pic- 
ture.    Imagine,  Sir,  that  you  have  be- 
fore your  eyes  a  great  withered  old  wo- 
man, with  a  (kin  as  black  as  a  dried 
neat's  tongue  ;  with  a  little  forehead, 
and  eyes.fo  far  funk  into  her  head, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  fee  fhe  has  any 
without  a  telefcope.     Her  nofe  has  fo 
great  a  kindncfs  for  her  chiu,  that  they 
are  always  kifllng  one  another ;  and 
ht-rmorrth,  which  txhnles  a  charming 
odour,  like  t  hat  of  brimiipne,  is  fo  wiije, 
that  it  is  not  unlike  a  crocodile's.  Muft 
not  all  this  form  a  compleat  beauty?' 
— '  Without   doubt,'   laid  the  caliph  ; 
who,  though  impatient  to  hear  the  ftory 
of  the  three  crumps,  almoft  died  with 
laughing  at  the  porttr's  comical  dcflrip- 
tion.     '  You  are  fo  excellent  a  painter, 


that  I  fancy  I  fee  this  cutler-womaa, 
and  would  lay  a  wager  I  could  find  her 
out  amonglt  a  thoufand.' — '  Well, 
then,'  faidthc  po;ttr,  '  fiaec  you  know 
her  now  as  well  as  if  you  had  leen  her, 
imagine  that  you  fee  this  lovely  crea- 
ture, covered  with  a  great  veil  that 
hides  all  her  perfections,  come  tochule 
me  towards  nig'ht  at  the  foot  of  the 
bridge  from  amongft  five  or  fix  of  my 
comrades,  and  p  romife  me  in  my  ear 
four  fequins  if  1  would  follow  her, 
Thedeiire  of  gain  end  es  me;  I  fly  to- 
wards her  houfe  ;  £o  in  with  her;  fhe 
throws  off  her  veil;  I  am  frighted  at 
the  fight  almoft  out  of  my  wits;  fhe 
certainly  perceives  it ;  and,  to  encou- 
rage me,  pops  into  r,ny  hand  a  great 
flaggon  of  wine.  I  own,  Sir,  it  was 
fb  excellent,  that,  without  enquiring 
what  country  it  came  from,  1  emptied 
the  flascgon.  Yet  I  could  not  help 
trembling  all  the  while:  I  drank  it ;  I 
was  afraid  fhe  had  a  mind  to  make  me 
drunk,  that  (he  might  aftei  wards  de- 
bauch me,  and  get  me  to  fpend  the 
night  with  her.  And  it  was  not  with- 
out grounds  that  I  feared. this  ;  for  (lie 
carefltd  me  enough  to  make  me  be- 
lieve it.  After  the  wine,  ftie  brought 
me  a  great  bottle  of  date- brandy ;  fhe 
amorouily  pours  me  out  a  large  glafs- 
ful,  which  I  tipped  off  without  any 
more  ado;  then  (he  prcpofed  to  me—- 
But flay,  ftay;  I  think  I  drank  two 
glaffes  of  brandy,  upon  farther  confi- 
deration.' — '  Drink  fix  if  you  will,' 
anfwered  the_ caliph,  '  fo  you  do  lv.it 
make  an  end  of  your  dory.' — '  Hold 
you  me  there,  Sir,'  cried  the  porter; 
one  cannot  fwallow  down  brandy  at 
tint  rate,  neither;  'twill  fiy  into  the 
head:  I  am  half  drunk  whh  thofc  two 
only;  and  you  would  have  me  here,  af- 
ter all  that  wine,  tope  down  a  bottle  of 
brandy  to  boot.  No,  no,  Sir;  I  will 
do  no  fuch  thing  though  the  Sovereign 
Commander  of*  the  Faithful  hirr.klf 
mould  beg  me  upon  his  knees  to  do  it. 
But  let  us  return  to  our  flieep.  So 
then  it  was  that  the  cutler- wor  . 
feeing  me  grow  a  little  merry,  as  one 
may  fay,  gave  me  to  underitand,  that  a 
little  crooked  man,  who  came  to  her 
houfe  to  buy  fume  cutler's  waje,  had 
died  fuddenly  in  her  (hop;  and  that 
fearing-  (lie  mould  be  accufed  of  having 
killed  him,  (he  wo'.ild  give  the  four  fe- 
quins (he  had  promiled  me  if  I  would 
throw  him  into  the  Tigris.  I  had  not 
'  drank 
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'  drank  fo  much  neither,  but  that  I  was 
'  refoived  to  make  fure  of  the  cam.     I 

*  demanded  two  of  the  iequins  in  ear- 

*  neii;  Ihe  gave  them  me.     I  puts  little 
'  Crump  into  my  lack,   does  as  I  was 
'  bid,  and  comes  back  to  take  the  reft 
'  of  my  money  j  when   fhe   mews  me 
'  again  the  very  tame  man.    I  leave  you 
'  to   imagine,   Sir,    how  much   I   was 
'  furpriaed.     I  put  him  once  more  into 
'  my  fack,   carried  him  again   to  the 

*  bridge,   and,   chufmg  the  molt  rr-pul 
'  part  ot  the  frream,  tolfed  him  in;  and 
'  I  was  returning  to  the  cutler's,  wheri 

*  I  again  met  the  crooked  toad  with  a 
'  lanthom  in  his  hand,  and  making  as 
'  if  he  was  drunk.     I  grew  weary  of  fo 
'  much  jefting,  took  hold  of  him  rough - 
'  ly,  and  pufhing  him  into  my  fack' in 
'  fpite  of  his  teeth,  tied  up  the  mouth  of 

*  it,  and  flung  him  a  third  time  into  the 

*  Tigris,  with  my  fack   and  all,  ima- 

*  gining  that  would  keep  him  from  get- 

*  ing  out  again.     I  went  back  to  the 
'  cutler -woman,  and  told  her  how  I  met 

*  the  crump  alive,  and  in  what  manner 

*  I  got  rid  of  him;  but,  inftead  of  pay- 
'  ing  me  the  two  fequins  I  expefted,  me 
'  pretended  to  tear  her  hair  in  grief,  and 
'  threatened  to  carry  me  before  the  cady 

*  for  having  drowned  her  hufband.     I 
c  never  minded  her  tears;  but  fwore  I 

*  would  have  my  money.     I   made  a 
{  bloody  noife  about  it.  The  neighbours 
'  ran  in  at  her  cries ;  I  took  to  my  heels. 

*  I  was  going  home,  grumbling  in  the 

*  gizzard  very  much;  when  you,   Sir, 

*  forced  me  to  take  up  this  fack  upon 
'  my  head,  and  bring  it  hither. 

4  Now,  Si;-,'  continued  the  porter, 
'  you  may  eafily  guefs  the  caufe  of  my 
'  fright,  when,  at  my  arrival  here,  I 

*  found  myfeif  laden  with  the  fame  man 

*  that  I  had  three  times  flung  into  the 

*  Tigris  ;  and  beheld  alfo  two  others  fo 
'  like  him,  that  it  is  impofllble  to  dif- 

*  tinguifh  between  them  but  by  their 

*  cloaths.' 

Though  the  caliph  could  not  fee  into 
the  bottom  of  this  adventure,  he  took 
abundance  of  pleafure  in  hearing  the 
porter's  ftory.  Then,  having  viewed  the 
three  brothers  a  little  more  narrowly,  he 
thought  he  perceived  in  them  fome  iigns 
of  lite,  and  fent  immediately  for  a  phy- 
fician.  •  He  came  foon  afterwards  ;  and, 
finding  that  !bad  and  Syahouk  threw  up 
with  the  water  they  had  fwallowed  a 
great  deal  of  brandy,  he  did  not  doubt, 
as  indeed  it  was  true,  but  that  their 


drunkennefs  was  the  occafion  of  their 
being  thought  dead.  As  for  Babekan, 
nothing  but  w;mt  of  air  had  almolt  f  iif- 
focated  him ;  but  as  loon  as  his  head  was 
out  of  the  fack,  he  recovered  by  degrees  ; 
fo  that  in  half  an  hour's  time  his  bro- 
thers and  he  were  entirely  out  of  dan- 
ger. 

Never  was  any  body  fo  amazed  as 
Babekan  was  at  the  fight  of  his  brothers, 
who  were  laid  upon  i'ophas.  He  almoft 
cracked  his  eye-firings  with  flaring  at 
them,  and  could  not  poffibly  conceive 
how  he  came  into  that  frrange  place  with 
them.  He  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  un- 
dreifcd  without  uttering  a  iingle  word, 
while  the  fame  was  done  to  Ibad  and 
Syahouk. 

The  caliph,  having  ca'ifed  the  three 
crumps  to  be  carried  into  different  cham- 
bers, had  them  put  to  bed$  and  locked 
up.  Then  he  fent  away  the  fiiherman  ; 
and  having  ordered  the  vizir  to  keep  the 
porter,  and  to  ufe  him  with  great  kind- 
nefs,  he  prepared  to  divert  himfelf  at  the 
expenceof  the  crooked  brothers,  and  the 
cutler-woman,  whom  he  arrefted  next 
morning  by  break  of  day. 

To'heighten  his  diverfion,  the  caliph 
can  fed  to  be  made  that  night  two  f-.iits 
of  cloaths  exactly  like  that  which  Babe- 
kan wore  when  he  was  thrown  into  the 
Tigris.  He  ordered  them  to  be  put  upon 
Ibad  and  Syahouk,  whofe  drunken  fit 
was  quite  over ;  and,  being  all  dreifed 
exactly  alike,  he  placed  them  behind 
three  different  pieces  of  hanging  in  a 
magnificent  hall  of  the  palace,  and  gave 
orders  that  they  fhould  be  difcoveied 
upon  his  making  a  certain  fign. 

The  vizir,  who,  with  the  porter  and 
fevera.1  guards,  had  been  early  in  themorn- 
ing  to  arreft  the  cutler's  wife,  brought 
her  into  the  hall,  where  the  caliph  was 
already  placed  upon  his  throne.    He  ex- 
amined her  with  relation  to  what  pafied 
butv.ven  her  and  the  porter.     She  told 
him  all  that  had  happened,  without  con- 
cealing a  tittle  of  the  truth,  and  feemed 
very  nr:ca  concerned  at  the  lofs  of  her 
hufband.     '  B'rt,'  faid  the  caliph,  '  is 
net  this  a  made  ftory  that  you  tell  me  ? 
How  is  it  pcffible  thei'e  three  crocked 
brothers  fho-.'ld  be  fo  exaftly  alike,  that 
the  porter  fliorld  be  deceived  by  them  ?' 
— '  Ah,  my  lord  !'  replied  Nohoud,  '  he 
was  half  drunk  when  I  employed  him ; 
and,  befidcs,  my  hnfbp.nd  and  his  bro- 
thers refemble  one  another  fb  perfeiftly, 
that,  if  they  were  dreiTed  in  the  fame 
G  z  '  cloatbs, 
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'  cloaths,  I  hardly  think  I  myfelf  could 
'  he  able  to  diftinguim  one  from  the 
'  other.'——'  That  would  be  pleafanf 

*  indeed,'  faid  the  caliph,  clapping  his 
hands;  '  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  a  fpec- 
<  tator  of  fuch  an  interview.' 

,    This  was  the  fignal  Watik-billah  was 
to  give  for  the  crumps  to  appear.     The 
pieces   of    hanging    were    immediately 
pulled  up,  and  the  cutlerefs  was  ready  to 
die  with  fear  at  the  light.     '  O  Heaven  !' 
cried  (he,  '  what  a  prodigy  is  this  ?  Do 
the  dead  come  again  to  life  ? — Is  this  an 
illufion,  my  lord;  and  are  my  eyes 
faithful  teltimonies  of  what  I  fee?'— 
You  lee  right,'  replied  Watik-billah  ; 
one  of  thefe  three  is  your  hu/b:md,  and 
the  other  two  are  his  brothers:  you 
niuft  chufe  out  your  own  from  among 
them  ;  view  them  well.     But  I  forbid 
thrm,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  fpeak  or 
make  the  leaft  lign.' 
Nohoud,  in  the  u  tmoft  perplexity,  ex- 
amined them  one  after  another.  She  could 
not  diftinguim  her  hufband  ;  and  the  ca- 
liph, .who'was  as  much  at  a  lofs  to  know 
them  as  Ihe,  ordering  him  of  the  three 
that  was  Babekan  to  come  and  embrace 
his  wife,  was  very  much  furprized  to  fee 
the  three  crumps  all  at  once  throw1  their 
arms  round  her  neck,  and  each  ot  them 
affirm  himielf'to  be  her  hi:fband. 

Ibad  and  Syahouk  were  not  ignorant 
that  they  were  in  -the  prefence  of  the  fo- 
vereign  Commander  of  the  Faithful; 
but  whatever  rel'peft  they  owed  him,  they 
thought  they  could  not  be  revenged  of 
Babekan  better  than  by  trying  to  pals 
for  him:  and  this  latter  got  nothing  by 
his  rage  and  paffion  ;  for  his  two  bro- 
thers obftinately  perfifted  in  robbing  him 
of  his  na^ne. 

The  caiiph  could  not  help  laughing  at 
this  comical  conteft  of  the  three  crumps  ; 
but  having  at  length  re-aflumed  his  gra- 
vity—' There  would  be  no  fuch  difpute 
among  you,'  faid  he,  '  which  fhould 
be  Babekan,  if  you  knew  that  I  want 
to  diftinguim  him  onlv  to  give  him  a 
thoufand  baftinadoes  for  his  cruelty  to 
his  brothers,  and  for  his  forbidding  his 
wife  to  entertain  thtm  in  his  abfence.' 
W;itOc-billah,  my  lord,  (continued  the 
fon  of  Abubeker)  pronounced  thefe  words 
in  Ib  fevere  a  tone,  thit  Ibad  and  Sya- 
houk thought  it  high  time  to  give  over 
the  ieft.  '  If  it  be  fo,  my  lord,'  faid  each 
of  them  feparatcly,  *  we  are  no  longer 
'  what  we  pretended  to  be  with  a  defign 

*  to  punilh  our  brother  for  his  ill  ufage 


of  us.  If  there  are  any  blows  to  b* 
received,  let  him  receive  them,  for  they 
are  no  more  than  he  deierves.  As  for 
us,  my  lord,  we  implore  your  gcnc- 
roiity ;  and  we  ars  in  hopes  that  your 
auguft  majefty,  who  never  fuffers  any 
to  depart  unfatisfied,  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  alleviate  our  iniferv  and 
want.' 

The  caliph  then  threw  his  eyes  upon 
Babekan,  whom  he  faw  in  the  greateft 
confufion.      '  Well,'    fai'd  he  to  him, 
what  haft  thoti  to  fay  for  thyfelf  ?' — 
Potent  king,'    replied  Babekan,  with 
lis  face  proftrated  to  the  earth,-  '  what- 
ever punifhment  I  am  co  look  for  from 
your  juttice,  I  am  nevertheiefs  the  huf- 
band of  this  woman.  My  crime  is  ftill 
the   greater,   in  that  being  the  only 
cauie  of  the  banifhment  of  my  brother 
from  the  city  of  Damafcus,  for  a  mur- 
der of  which  our  refemblance  hindered 
me  from  being  known  the  author,  I 
ought  to  have  let  them  participate  in 
my  good  fortune,  as  they  had  fhared 
in  my  bad.   But  if  a  fmcere  repentance 
can  obtain  my  pardon,  I  offer,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  to  give  them 
equal  parts  of  all  the  money  I  have  by 
my  labour   gained  fince   my    ai rival 
here  at  Bagdad  ;  and  I  hope  your  nw- 
jefty  will  pardon  my  ingratitude,  upon 
account  of  the  forrow  it  gives  me  to 
have  committed  it.' 
The  caliph,  who  never  intended  to  in-- 
flifl  any  punifhment  upon  Babekan,  was 
very  well  pleafed  to  fee  him  in  this  dif- 
polition  ;    he  therefore  pardoned   him  : 
and  being  willing  that  Ibad  and  &ya- 
houk,  for  the  pleafure  they  had  given 
him,  fhould  feel  the  effects  of  his  libe- 
rality, he  caufed  it  to  be  publifhed  all  over 
Bagdad,  that  if  there  were  any  women 
who  would  marry  the  two  crump  bro- 
thers, he  would  give  them  each  two  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold.    There  were  above 
twenty  that  were  ready  to  embrace  fo 
confiderable  a  fortune  :    but  Ibad  snd 
Syahouk  having  chofen  out  of  that  num- 
ber thofe  that  they  thought  would  fit  them 
heft,  received  of  the  caliph  twenty  thou- 
fand fequins  more,  with  which  they  traded 
in  fellowfhip  with  Babekan.    And  thefe 
three  brothers  fpent  the  reft  of  their  days 
in  abundance  of  tranquillity,  under  the 
protection  of  the  fovereign  Commander 
of  the  Faithful ;  who  was  fo  liberal  to 
the  porter,-  that  he  lived  at  his  eafe  ever 
after,  withoMt  having  any  occafion  for 
continuing  his  trade, 

When 
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When  Ben-Eridoun  had  finished  the 
adventures  of  the  three  Crumps  of  Da- 
miicus — *  I  fwear  by  Aly*,'  faid  Schems- 
Eddin  to  him,  '  that  if  I  have  been  fen- 
'  fible  of  any  plealure  fmce  the  lofs  of 

*  my  dear  Zebd-El-caton,  it  has  been 
'  that  of  hearing  thee.  Nothing,  I  think, 
'  can  be  more  comical  than  the  imravel- 

*  ling  of  this  ftory!  You  had  good  rea- 

*  fon  to  promife  me  fomething  wonder- 
'  fxil ;  it  is  full  of  it  throughout :  and  as 
'   I  cannot  reward  too  munificently ' 

*  Ah,  my  lord!'   replied  Ben-Eridoun, 
without  giving  the  king  time  to  make  an 
end  of  what  he  was  going  to  fay,  '  it  is 
'  not  intereft  that  lam  actuated  by.  Re- 

*  wards  too  great  wovild  only  ftir  up  more 
'  and  more  the  hatred  of  the  phyiicians 
'  of  this  city  againft  my  father,  and  me 
'  your  faithful  {lave.     I  have  ,felt  the 

*  effects  of  it  too  much  already  fmce  his 
'  departure ;  and  my  being  ftill  alive  is 

*  owing  to  nothing  but  the  happinefs  I 
'  have  had  to  jrleafe  your  ma<efty.'— 
'  What  doftthou  mean?' replied  Schems- 
Eddin,  furprized  at  this  difcourfe.     '  Is 

*  there  any  body  in  Aftracan  fo  bold  as 
'  to  try  to  do  thee  mifchief?' — '  My 
'  lord,'    returned  the  vizir  Mutamhid, 

*  Ben-Eridoun  ought,  I  think,  to  have 

*  been  entirely  fatisfied  with  the  conduct 

*  I   have  ufed  towards  him.     One  of 
'  your  phyiicians  informed  me  that  he 
'  made  a  mockery  of  the  perplexity  Cu- 
'  berghe  and  I  were  in  to  find  you  new 

*  entertainment  every  day ;  and  allured 
'  me  he  boafted  that  he  himfelf  could  be 

*  able  to  do  it,  if  he  pleafed,  till  his  fa- 

*  ther's  return.     This,  at  firft,  put  me 

*  in  a  terrible  paffion  againft  Ber-Eri- 
'  doun  :  I  tried  to  frighten  him  with  the 

*  punifhment  his  rafhnefs  deferved ;  but 

*  I  found  him  fo  unmoved  at  all  my  me- 

*  naces,  and  fo  docible  to  execute  what 
'  afterwards  I  perceived   the  phyiician 

*  accufed  him  of  faliely,  that  I  have  done 

*  him  ?.ll  the  juftice  which  is  due  to  his 
'  merit,  and  ever  fmce  have  looked  upon 

*  him  as  my  own  fon.' 

'  Itistrue,.my  lord,'  anfwered  the  fon 
of  Abubeker^  addrefTmg  himfelf  to  the 
King  of  Aftracan,  '  I  am  far  from  hav- 
'  ing  any  caufe  to  complain  of  Mutam- 
'  hid ;  I  have  received  all  the  kindnefs 
'  imaginable  from  him :  but,  in  the  mean 

*  whik,  I  am  narrowly  guarded;  and 


'  the  perfidious  phyfician  who  fought  my 

*  deftruclion  walk»  at  liberty.' 

'  That  is  by  no  means  juft,'  inter- 
rupted Schems-Eddin  :  '  he  (hall  be  fhat 
'  up  in  a  dark  prifon  till  Abubeker's  re- 
'  turn ;  and,  to  put  thee  out  of  all  dan- 
'  ger  from  the  malice  of  the  other  phy- 
'  ficians,  I  make  you  vizir,  and  let  you 
'  upon  an  equality  with  Mutamhid  and 
'  Cuberghe,  upon  condition  you  have  no 
'  refentment  againft  the  former.  His  in- 
'  tendons  were  good ;  and  I  know  him 
'  too  merciful  to  have  ever  pxini/hed  thee 
'  with  death,  though  I  had  not  been  ia- 

*  tisfied  with  thee.' 

Ben-Eridoun,  confounded  atthegood- 
nefs  of  his  king,  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet. 
Heat  firft  refilled  the  honour  which  was 
bellowed  upon  him  ;  but  was  obliged  to 
obey.  '  My  lord,'  laid  he,  '  fmce  your- 
majefty  forces  me  to  accept  a  dignity 
1  add  myfelf  incapable  of,  Ifubmittb  t 
your  fupreme  will ;  and  do,  for  a  be- 
ginning, allure  Mutamhid  of  an  eter- 
nal and  inviolable  friendship.  But  as 
the  oblivion  of  injuries  is  the  furdr. 
token  of  a  noble  foul,  I  belecch  you  to 
pardon,  at  my  requeft,  the  phyfician 
that  contrived  agtiinft  me :  let  him 
only  know  that  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
punifli  his  treachery,  and  would  nor 
make  ufe  of  the  opportunity .' — '  No, 
no,'  replied  Schems-Eddin ;  '  in  this 
I  will  be  obeyed :  he  mall  never  fee  the 
light  again  till  Abubeker  returns  from 
Serendib ;  and  he'ihall  now  wi!h  for 
that  return  as  much  as  before  he  feared 
it.  But  till  thsn,  my  dear  Ben  Eri- 
doun,'  continued  that  prince,  '  do  not 
abandon  me  to  the  cruel  afflictions 
wherein  I  am  involved  5  but  contri- 
bute, by  the  charms  of  thy  converfa- 
tion,  to  difpel  the  gloomy  melan  holv 
into  which  the  fad  remembrance  of  my 
lofles  inceffahtly  plunges  me.' — '  My 
lord,'  replied  Ben-Eridoun,  proftrat- 
ng  himfelf  on  the  ground,  '  fince  yoxir 
majelly  has  been  pleafed  to  condelcend 
fo  far  as  to  hear  with  fome  compla- 
cency the  hurr.bleft  of  your  (laves,  I 
fwear  I  will  never  leave  you  fo  long  as 
I  have  the  happinefs  to  pleafe  you  : 
all  the  moments  of  my  life  fhall  be  de- 
voted to  your  fervice.' — '  Continue, 
then,'  faid  Schems-Eddin,  '  to  give 
me  marks  of  your  affection,  in  telling 
me  fome  ue\v  ftory  that  may  afford  me 


*  Aly  was  the  fon-h-law  of  Mahomit.     Thh  oath  is  very  much  ufed  among   the 
Prienuls. 

4  as 
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*  as  nv'ch  diver  Son  as  tliefe  I  have  al- 
"  ready  heard/ 

'  I  know  one,  my  lord,'  anfwered 
Beji-Ei  idonn,  e  that  is  very  particular  : 
c  but  I  have  already  heiitatcd  more  than 
c  once  <o  tell  it  you ;  I  was  afraid  cf  re- 

*  viving  in  your  mi;id  the  image  of  your 
'  misforiu..  Htformity  it  beaf  i 
'  in  the  beginning  to  the  fatal  accidents 
'  which  you  have  felt.     It  is  true,  the 
'  fecjuel  is  very  different,  and  will  ibon 
4  make  you  forget  the  melancholy  part 
*-  of  it.     But  I  dare  not  tell  it,  without 
"  your  raaiefty's  exprefs  command.' 

Schems-Eddin  ftudiedforoe  moment's; 
and  then — '  My  misfortunes,'  laid  he, 
'  are  always  fo  piefenttomy  mind,  that 
4  your  relation  cannot  poflibly  make 
c  them  more  Ib  :  therefore,  my  dear  Ben- 
1  Eridoun,  you  may  fafely  begin  your 
'  ftory.  Let  the  nature  o.  it  be  wlni  it 
'  will,  I  will  hear  you  with  attention.' 
Ben-Eiidoun  obeyed  fo  pofitive  a  com- 
mand, and  fpoke  in  thefe  terms  to  the 
King  of  Aftracan. 


THE  HISTORY   OF   O0TZIM-OCH AST- 
TEY,  PRINCE  OF  CHINA. 

FAN  FUR*,  Emperor  of  China,  had 
efpoufed  Katife,  one  of  the  moft 
charming  jjrinceffes  upon  earth  :  no- 
thing in  nature  was  ever  more  compleat ; 
and  the  moment  one  caft  his  eyes  upon 
the  globe  of  her  face,  he  loft  the  idea  of 
all  the  beauties  he  had  ever  feen  before, 
to  think  of  nothing  but  the  perfections 
of  that  princefs,  whofe  qualities  of  the 
mind  were  fuperior  even  to  thofe  of  the 
body.  Such  women  ought  to  be  im- 
mortal. Bi)t,  my  lord,  the  incomparable 
Kn'.ife  feemed  to  appear  in  Chiuaonly  to 
";  ;\  that  kingdom  an  eternal  regret 
for  the  loi's  of  her.  She  died  in  the  firft 
y^ar  of  her  marriage,  bringing  into  the 
world  a  prince  who  was  called  Outzim- 
Ochantey. 

Fanfur  was  fo  afflicted  at  the  death  of 
his  fpoufe,  that  he  quitted  the  care  of  his 
dominions,  to  give  himfdf  wholly  up  to 
his  defpair.  He  built  in  his  palace  a 
Tnagr.iricent  tomb,  upon  which  was,  in 
white  marble,  the  ftatue  of  Katife;  and 
never  failed  to  go  to  it  twice  a  day  to 
waft  it  with  his  tears. 

That  prince  had  now  lived  almoft  five 


years  in  this  manner ;    when  his  chief 
vizir,  who  was  a  man  of  the  :^reateft  pro- 
bity, < 'relented  himielf  before  him  :  he 
t;d  his  face  to  the  earth,  and  get- 
ting up — '  My  lord,'  laid   he,  '  may 
your  humbk  Have  prcfume  to  remon- 
itrate  to  y^^'  that  your  grief  is  of  too 
long  duration,  and  prti  :dices  you  in 
the  mim!s  of  your  people.  Though  the 
AMS  inexprefliblys;reat, 
yet  taev  are  aihamed  to  fee  you  for  Ib 
t-nic'is  a  ipace  of  time  fhed  tears,  whi-  h 
wourl  better  become  a  woman  than  a 
kin^  fo  potent  a.-i  vour  mu;tfty.    Ka- 
tife's  beauty  was  really  excellent ;  but 
are  there  no  other  women  in  the  world 
that  may  be  equalled  to  her?    If  you 
are  inlenfible  to  any  beauty  but  hers, 
at  leait  coniider  that  you  are  anfwer- 
able  to  your  fon  for  a  throne  which  I 
fee  your  fubjects  almoft  ready  to  de- 
prive you  of,  if  you  continue  to  live  in 
this  retirement.' 

Fanfur,  furprized  at  the  vizir's  dif- 
courfe,  awaked  as  it  were  from  a  deep 
lleep ;  no  lefs  a  reproof  was  neceflary  to 
fetch  him  from  the  lethargy  he  was  in. 
I  am  inconceivably  obliged  to  you, 
vizir,'  faid  he,  '  for  the  fmceriry  with 
which  you  talk  to  me.  The  interelt 
of  my  fon  recals  me  to  life :  I  mould 
be  greatly  to  blame  if  my  defpair  fliould 
bring  him  to  mifery.  Inform  my  fub- 
iecls,  therefore,  that  I  will  now  appear 
to  fV<c:r.,  and  live  for  the  future  in  a 
different  manner  from  what  I  have 
done  fince  the  death  of  my  dear  Ka- 
tife.' 

The  vizir  had  no  foonertold  this  news, 
than  the  air  refov.nded  with  nothing  but 
fhouts  of  joy.  Fanfur  was  veiy  much 
beloved ;  and  his  fubjecls,  though  they 
were  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  vizir's 
admtniftration,  telHfied,  by  a  thoufand 
feaiis  and  rejoicings,  the  pleafure  it  gave 
them  to  fee  their  prince  himielf  rule  over 
them. 

As  in  all  Fanfur's  aftions  there  ftill 
remained  an  air  of  forrow,  the  vizir,  to 
diflipcite  it,  brought  him  the  moft  beauti- 
ful women  in  the  world  :  their  charms 
could  not  efface  from  his  heart  the  image 
of  the  lovely  Katife,  whofe  memory  was 
fo  dear  to  him.  He  looked  upon  them 
all  with  an  infenfibility  which  furprized 
the  mandarins ;  and  turning  all  his  af- 
fc&ions  upon  Outzim-Ochantey,  he  de- 


*  There  was  a  prince  named  Fanfur  that  reigned  in  China  in  the  year  1269. 


clared 
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tlared  that,  fo  long  as  he  was  alive,  he 
woui  I  never  have  commerce  with  any 
woman. 

This  only  heir  of  the  kingdom  of 
China,  my  lord,  had  fcarce  attained  his 
fixteenth  year,  when  h-,  found  in  himielf 
a  violent  inclination  :or  travelling.  He 
one  day  a  iked  leave  of"  Fani'ur  for  that 
purpofe;  but  that  monar:h,  very  much 
lurprized  at  I'uch  a  requelr.,  Tatter  having 
reprefented  to  him,  with  woiiderl ul  ten- 
<lernefs,  ail  the  danger  he  would  expoie 
h'unfelf  to,  and  the  uneafinefs  it  would 
be  to  him,  conjured  him  to  have  no  far- 
ther tho  ghts  of  that  defi^n. 

Thefe  rAnpnftrances  were  fo  far  from 
perl'  ading  Outzim-Ochantey  to  defilt 
from  his  purpofe,  that  they  did  but  in- 
flame his  deiires ;  and  he  refblved  with 
the  firft  opportunity  to  depart  without 
Fanfur's  confent  or  knowledge.  He  pro- 
.vided  himielf  with  a  great  number  of 
jewels,  as  much  gold  as  he  thought  he 
fhould  have  occalicn  for;  and  having 
engaged  in  his  interefts  lix  of  his  friends, 
they  were  the  only  perfons  with  wnom  he 
embarked  in  a  little  (hip  which  one  of 
them  had  fecretly  bought. 

Of  thefe  perfons,  one  that  had  been 
his  governor  in  vain  diffuaded  him  from 
his  defign ;  the  prince  threatened  him 
with  all  his  indignation  if  he  ever  opened 
his  mouth  about  it  to  the  king  his  father : 
and  as  Bakmas,  which  was  his  name, 
loved  his  pupil  tenderly,  rather  thr.n 
abandon  him  to  the  violence  of  the  paf- 
fions  which  the  heat  of  his  youth  was 
fubjecl:  to,  he  refolved  to  expoie  himieif 
to  the  fame  dangers  with  him. 

The  fecond  companion  of  the  prince's 
travels  was  called  Ahmedy :  he  was  a 
mandarin  of  fciences ;  he  polTef!ed  almoft 
all  the  living  languages ;  and  no  man 
in  the  world  ever  equalled  him  in  elo-^ 
quence. 

The  third  was  the  fon  of  the  prince's 
nurfe,  and  of  a  rich  merchant. 

The  fourth  excelled  in  rmifick,  and 
touched  an  instrument  with  fo  m:';L'iiy 
a  hand,  that  heravi.hcd  all  thefer.fes. 

The  fifth  was  a  pointer,  equal  to  the 
celebrated  Many :  and  the  laft  was  Ib 
fwift  of  foot,  th-vt  he  could  overtake  the 
nimbleft  bead  in  the  courfe. 

The  winds  beir,.;  favourable,  and  the 
veiTel  an  admirable  i  j!er,  the  prince  went 
almoft  eight  hundred  leagues  in  lei's  than 
ten  days.  He  arrived  at  a  fca-port; 
where,  after  having  landed,  he  made  a 
prcient  of  the  mip  and  all  the  equipage 


to  the  pilot,  with  exaft  common  Js  not  to 
return  to  China  in  fix  years. 

Bakmas  and  Ahmedy,  finding  that 
Outzim-Octiantey  was  very  lavish  of  his 
wealw  in  all  the  towns  through  which 
they  pafle:!,  loon  reprefented  to  him  that, 
fince  he  intended  to  travel  as  a  private 
man,  he  mould  not  live  at  ib  expenfive  a 
rate;  and  that,  if  he  managed  with  fo 
little  ceconomy  as  he  hnd  begun  to  do, 
his  riches,  be  tney  ever  fo  great,  would 
be  foon  exhauiied.  The  prince  gave 
very  little  heed  to  this  advice :  he  was  fo 
profufe,  that  he  was  forced  to  have  re- 
courte  to  his  jewels;  the  value  of  whkii 
amounted  to  fo  vaft  a  funi,  that  he 
thought  it  was  impoflible  he  mould  ever 
war/t  money.  Yet,  after  having  travelled 
about  twelve  thoui::iid  i^ues  in  .diffe- 
rent countries,  he  began,  too  late,  to 
perceive  tiut  lie  had  better  have  followed 
the  prudent  couniel  of  the  mandarin  and 
his  governor,  lie  then  grewfenlible  of 
histav.lt  wi:,,r great  aflliftion,  and  found 
himielf  in  the  moil  melancholy  condi- 
tion a  prince  could  be  in.  To  add  tt>  his 
uneafmefs,  he  had  made  his  fix  com- 
panions as  miserable  as  himfelf :  but  he 
had  the  confolation  to  fee  that  none  of 
them  upbraided  him  with  his  want  of 
conduit ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  of- 
fered to  aiTift  him  in  his  neceilitits,  by 
praclifing  every  one  the  art  he  was  ma- 
tter of. 

And,  indeed,  they  were  no  fooner  come 
to  the  next  great  town,  but  the  runner, 
having  heard  tnat  there  was  prefliacr  QC-. 
caiion  for  a  man  that  could  dilpatch  Ibme 
very  important  affairs  with  expedition, 
oitered  his  fervice.  He  undertook  to 
perform,  in  lei's  than  four  and  twenty 
hours,  a  journey  of  above  threefcore 
leagues.  His  offer  was  accepted;  and 
the  prince  and  his  companions  were  his 
fureties.  He  was  paid  the  money,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  he  left  with  thim? 
and  having  executed  what  he  had  pro- 
mifed,  to  the  great  content  of  thole  who 
had  employed  him,  the  prince  had  the 
advantage  of  his  diligence;  and,  living 
with  gre;u  ceconomy,  they  came  to  ano- 
ther town,  having  now  but  tour  pieces  of 
iilver  left  them. 

The  moment  they  were  arrived  there, 
the  me.  chant's  fon,  who  was  a  perfeft 
mafter  of  arithmetick,  went  to  a  famous 
trader,  and  offered  to  balance  all  the  ac- 
compts  he  had  with  his  correfpondents 
in  lefs  than  three  days.  Though  this 
feemed  almoft  impoflible,  the  trader  let 

him 
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him  about  if,  was  wonderfully  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  him,  and  paid  him  liberally. 
This  fum  maintained  the  prince  and  his 
train  a  fortnight ;  at  the  end  of  which 
t'i.cy  again  found  themftl.es  reduced  to 
tne  ii*me  neceffity.  The  mufician  then 
took  his  lute,  and  fang  with  fo  much 
melody  and  art,  that  the  chief  men  of 
the  city  had  him  to  their  houfes.  They 
rewarded  him  nobly  for  the  pleafure  he 
gave  them ;  and  with  this  money  they 
lived  foribme  weeks.  The  painter  then 
perceiving  that  they  were  again  tailing 
into  the  lame  ftraits,  went  to  the  king 
of  the  country  where  they  then  were :  he 
offered  to  draw  his  pi6ture;  which  he 
did  with  fo  much  art,  and  fo  exactly 
like,  that  the  king,  amazed  at  fuch  a 
novelty,  looked  upon  him  as  fomething 
divine.  He  could  not  conceive  it  was 
poffible  to  draw  lines  fb  jult  and  fo  na- 
tural, that  nobody  coulcTraifs  knowing 
him  by  the  picture.  He  gave  the  painter 
a  diamond  ot  great  value,  and  three 
thoufand  fequins  befides.  All  the  great 
men  of  that  court,  after  the  example  of 
their  prince,  were  drawn  by  him  like- 
v*ife:  he  fucceeded  perfectly  well,  and 
received  fuch  confiderable  prefents,  that 
be  earned  out  of  that  city  above  ten 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  This  was  a 
great  fum,  confidering  the  condition  the 
prince  was  in ;  but  very  little  compared 
to  the  immenfe  riches  he  had  indifcreetly 
fquandered  away. 

They  all  put  themfelves  with  this  into 
better  habits,  were  very  faving  of  their 
money,  and  refolved  to  return  direclly 
to  China.  They  had  now  travelled  above 
five  hundred  leagues  in  their  way  thither, 
'and  were  almoit  come  to  ZofFala  *,  when 
they  were  frrrouuded  by  a  band  of  al- 
rootc  two  hundred  robbers. 

Though  Outzim-Ochantey  was  ac- 
companied only  by  his  fix  comrades,  the 
number  did  not  frighten  him ;  he  refolved 
to  put  himfelf  into  a  pofhire  of  defence. 
But  Ahmedy  having  reprefented  to  him 
the  rafhnefs  of  fuch  an  enter^rize,  the 
prince  laid  down  his  arms.  A  man  of 
a  tolerable  good  mien,  who  feemed  the 
captain  of  thofe  rogues,  accolted  him 
with  civility  enough  for  a  perfon  of  his 
trade:  '  We  have  no  defign  iipon  your 


'  lives,'  faid  he;  '  finccyou  do  not  reilil, 
'  we  will  content  ourfelves \viih  wiiat  you  , 

*  have :  but,  if  a  man  of  you  had  been 
'  fo  bold  as  to  defend  himfelf,  you  had 
1  all  been  dead  before  this/     Outzim- 
Ochantey  looked  upon  him  with  indig- 
nation.    *  If  you  were  but  fifty  to  our 

*  feven,'  faid  he, '  I  ihould  not  ftar  you ; 
'  but   there   is   no   contending   againft 

*  numbers;  you  are  the  maker  of  our 

*  fortune.' 

This  bold  anfwer  p!eafed  the  captain 
of  thefe  thieves.  '  -I  fee  thou  halt  cou- 
'  rage,'  fays  he; '  and  I  like  thee  for  it: 

*  upon  that  confederation  I  will  ufe  thee 
'  well.'     Then  having  examined  what 
the  booty  amounted  to,  he  returned  the 
prince  a  hundred  fequins  of  gold,  and 
fifty  a-piece  to  each  of  his  companions; 
gave  them  their  horfes,  and  fullered  them 
to  continue  their  journey. 

At  length  they  arrived  at  Zoffala, 
where  the  Prince  of  China  falling  dan- 
geroufly  fick,  they  fpent  moll  of  their 
money,  and  found  themielves  reduced  to 
their  former  want. 

It  was  now  Backmas's  turn  to  employ 
his  talent  to  enable  them  to  purfue  their 
journey;  but  the  city  was  inhabited  only 
by  merchants,  whofe  heads  ran  upon  no- 
thing but  commerce,  and  who  had  very 
little  notion  of  the  politenefs  he  had 
Irudied  at  the  court  ot  China,  and  pre- 
tended to  teach":  it  was  to  no  purpofe  that 
he  boafted  his  nobility  all  over  the  city; 
he  loft  his  labour,  and  met  with  nobody 
that  fo  much  as  offered  him  a  glals  of 
water.  He  bit  his  lips  with  indignation. 

Bakmas,  my  lord,  (continued  Ben- 
Eridoun)  was  returning  home,  and  in  the 
deepeft  affliction,  at  not  having  been  able 
to  do  his  prince  the  fame  fervicc  as  his 
companions  had  done,  when  he  v/as  met 
by  a  venerable  old  man,  whofe  foreign 
air  fufficiently  (hewed  he  was  not  of 
ZofFala ;  he  judged  by  Bakmas's  looks 
that  he  was  ftung  with  vexation;  and 
being  informed  of  the  caufe  of  it,  he  de- 
fired  him,  with  his  companj,  to  come 
and  refrefh  themfelves  at  his  hcufe.  The 
prince  went  thither  with  his  train;  and 
during  the  repair.,  the  good  old  man  fee- 
ing that  Bakrr.as  boafted  mightily  of  the 
prerogatives  that  an  illuftrious  birth  gives 


•  ZofFala  is  a  city  in  a  kingdom  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  country  of  the  Caffes  in 
Africa.  Several  geographers  are  of  opinion  it  is  the  Ophir  where  Solomon  fent  (hips,  and 
from  whence  he  fetched  fo  much  gold  and  ivory.  Two  reafons  fupport  ti'is  opinion  :  firft, 
becaufe  there  is  no  country  that  has  fo  much  gold,  and  fo  many  elephants;  and,,  iccondly, 
betaufe  it  is  the  courfe  that  his  (hips  failed  in  the  Red  Sea. 
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a  man—'  My  friends,'  faid  he  to  his 

guefts,  '  the  poor  man  is  always  de- 

'   (piled,  let  his  quality  be  what  it  will. 

If  your  circumftances  are  narrow,  it 

will  be  much  the,  belt  way  not  to  talk 

too  much  of  your  nobility;  if,  on  the 

contrary,  you  are  rich,  were  you  de- 

fcended  from  the  dregs  of  the  people, 

you  would  be  univerfally  revered  as  the 

greateft  man  upon   earth.'  '   Having 

faid  this,  he  put  twenty  pieces  of  gold 

into  Bakmas's  hand;  and,  riling  from  the 

table  to  go  about  his  affairs,  the' prince 

-and  his  companions  took  their  leaves  of 

him. 

What  melancholy  reflections  did  this 
advice  bring  into  the  prince's  thoughts  ! 
He  wept  for  very  fhame.  '  What!'  laid 
he  to  himfelf, '  am  I  reduced  by  my  own 

*  fault  alone  to  fubiiftupon  the  talents  of 
'  my  followers  ?     Without  their  help, 

*  then,  1  fhould  be  brought  to  the  utmoft 

*  poverty.'     Ahmedy  feeing  the  prince 
overwhelmed  with  forrow,  made  uie  of 
all   his  eloquence  to  comfort  him  :  he 
even  upbraided  him  with  want  of  cou- 
rage in  adverfity;  and,  being  departed 
from  Zoffala,  they  came  in  a  few  days 
to  a  fmall  but  very  pretty  town.     Ahme- 
dy was  no  fooner  entered  into  it,  but  he 
made    a  proclamation   that    he   would 
difpute  for  eight  days  fucceflively  upon 
any  fubjeft  whatfoever,  againft  the  moil 
learned  men  there.     At  firft  people  only 
laughed  at  his  prefumption ;  but  when 
they  were  come  to  the  trial,  he  fo  ravifhed 
the  hearers,  and  (hewed  fo  univerfal  a 
knowledge,  that  he  confounded  all  that 
clifputed  againft  him.     But  in  the  end, 
his  learning  only  provoked  the  envy  of 
the  men  of  letters:  he  gained  by  this  dif- 
pute nothing  but  a  vain  and  fruitlefs 
glory;  and  his  adverfaries  formed  fuch 
cabals  againft  him,  under  pretence  that 
his  doctrine  was  contrary  to  the  interefts 
of  the  ftate,  that  he  was  forced  to  betake 
himfelf  to  flight  to  fave  his  life;  and  if 
our  feyen  travellers   had  not  Itill  been 
mafters  of  a  little  cadi,  they  would  have 
been  very  much  at  a  lois. 

The  learned  Ahmedy  was  in  a  ftrange 
confulion :  he  declaimed  a  long  time 
againft  the  ingratitude  and  ignorance  of 
the  age;  but  at  laft,  after  eleven  days 
journey,  they  came  to  the  gates  of  Zeb*. 

The  Prince  of  China,  opprelTed  with 
the  cruel  thoughts  his  misfortunes  gave 


him — '  O  Heaven!'  cried  he,  *  everyone 
of  you  but  Ahmedy  has  earned  where- 
withal to  maintain  us,  and  I  alone  have 
left  my  fortune  untried:  no,  no,  it  mall 
never  be  written  in  heaven,  that  I  was 
always  a  burden  to  yoxi.'  Then  having 
told  them  he  would  leave  them  for  an 
hour  only,  he  ordered  them  to  come  to 
him  in  the  principal  place  of  Zeb;  and 
refolving  to  be  obeyed,  notwithftanding 
all  their  oppoiition,  he  parted  from  them. 
After  having  travelled  great  part  of  the 
city,  he  flit  himfelf  down  upon  a  itone- 
feat  which  he  found  in  his  way,  and  was 
ruminating  upon  his  misfortune,  when  a 
funeral  with  the  greateft  magnificence 
palled  by  the  llreet  where  he  was.     He 
was  fo  buried  in  th6ught,  that,  not  mind- 
ing what  was  doins;,  he  had  not  the  leall 
curioihy  to  enquire  who  it  was  for  whom 
the  inhabitants   of  Zeb  mecl  (l>  many 
tears;  and  when  the  htarfe  came  by,  he 
did  not  rife  up  like  all  the  reitof  thefpec- 
tators. 

Every  body  was  fo  offended  at  this 
neglect,  which  they  imputed  to  contempt, 
that  they  loaded  the  prince  with  a  tliou- 
fand  abules.  He  did  not  think  fit  to 
make  any  anfwer,  conlideringwithhiui- 
ftlf  what  injuries  we  are  expofed  to  by 
poverty:  but  his  filence  being  likewife 
ill  interpreted,  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
funeral  (truck  him  rudely  on  the  face 
with  a  wand  which  he  carried  in  his 
hand. 

Outthn-Ochantey  was  fo  tranfported 
with  rage  at  this  blow,  that,  drawing  his 
{word,  he  parted  the  head  of  that  infolent 
o!Hccr  from  his  (boulders.  This  bold 
action  amazed  all  the  fpeclators :  they 
ran  upon  the  prince;  bxit  he,  defending 
himielf  .like  a  furious  lion,  difpatched 
thirty  of  them  before  they  could  feize 
him.  But,  opprefled  with  numbers,  he 
was  at  laft  taken:  they  tied  his  hands,  and 
were  juft  carrying  him  to  a  flia'mtful  pri- 
fon,  when  his  fix  companions  came 
luckily  to  the  place  where  this  bloody 
fcene  had  been  acted. 

They  all  in  a  moment  drew  their  fabres, 
and  falling  fuddtnly  upon  thole  who  had 
made  tliemielves  mafters  of  Outzim- 
Ochantey,  foon  delivered  him  out  of 
their  hands.  The  prince  then  again  took 
up  his  fabre,  and  joining  his  defenders, 
they  fprcad  fuch  tenor  throughout  the 
Ncity,  that  the  attendants  quitted  the  fu- 


*  Zeb  is  one  of  the  chief  provinces  of  Biledulgerid,  near  the  Defarts  of  Poarca  in  Africa, 
capital  bears  die  fame  name. 
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neral,  and  all  fled  away  with  the  utmoft 
fpeed. 

Ahmedy,  upon  enquiring  of  Outzim- 
Ochantey  what  was  the  occafion  of  all 
this  difturhance,  was  very  much  furprized 
to  find  that  he  did  not  know  himfelf: 
but  having  learnt  of  him  that  drove  the 
hearfe,  that  it  arole  upon  his  not  having 
paid  the  refpeft  due  to  the  corpfe  of  the 
King  of  Zeb,  named  Mezuan,  who  died 
without  any  heir,  he  refolved  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  genera]  fear;  and  advifmg 
the  prince  and  his  comrades  to  fheath 
their  fabres,  he  led  them  towards  the 
place  whither  the  people  had  betaken 
themfeives  to  flight.  They  arrived  at  an 
open  part  of  the  town,  where  the  inha- 
bitants were  affembled;  and,  walkingwith 
a  grave  pace,  he  accofted  fo'me  of  the 
prime  men,  who  beheld  them  with  a  fort 
of  refpeft  mixed  with  terror. 

Ahmedy  then  made  a  fign  that  he  had 
fomething  of  importance  to  communicate 
to  them.  There  was  prefently  an  uni- 
verfal  filence;  and  that  wife  Chinefe 
fpoke  to  them  in  their  own  language  with 
fo  much  eloquence,  that  all  the  people 
who  were  about  them  did  not  at  all  grow 
weaiy  of  hearing  him,  and  feemed  to  look 
upon  him  as  a  man  infpired.  He  foon 
improved  this  credulity;  andj"  pretend- 
ing to  have  been  forewarned  by  our  great 
prophet  of  all  that  was  to  happen  after 
Mezuan's  death,  and  that  to  put  an  end 
to  the  differences  that  might  arife  among 
the  chief  men  of  the  province  about  the 
election  of  a  new  king,  he  had  received 
orders  to  bring  them  from  the  further- 
rnoft  parts  of  the  earth  a  young  prince  of 
unheard  of  bravery;  he  then  commanded 
them  in  fo  abfolute  a  manner  to  receive 
Outzim-Ockantey  for  their  king,  that 
nobody  durft. contradict  him  :  he  after- 
wards gave  them  a  ravifliing  defcripticn 
of  his  wifdom,  and  particularly  of  the 
valour  he  had  fhewn  fuch  prodigious  • 
tokens  of,  and  concluded  with  promifing 
them  all  manner  of  pvoiperity  under  his 
gpvernment. 

This  difcourfe,  pronounced  with  the 
air  of  a  prophet,  and  heightened  with  all 
the  charms  of  eloquence  and  graceful 
action,  fill-prized  even  the  lead  credulous 
rninds.  The  people  gave  a  thoufand 
jhoutsof  joy.  '  Let  this  young  hero,  fent 
c  us  by  Mahomet,  reign  over  us  and  our 
'  pofterity,'  cried  they ;'  and  let  the  man 
*  that  oppofcs  his  elevation  be  looked 
'  upon  as  an  enemy  to  the  great  prophet.' 
Though  the  pretenders  to  the  Kingdom 


themfeives  had  undertaken  to  cabal 
againft  the  Prince  of  China,  they  could 
not  have  convinced  the  people,  or  remov- 
ed the  prejudice  they  were  in :  but  on  the 
contrary,  they  themfeives  giving  credit 
to  the  Mandarin's  words,  with  one  voice 
proclaimed  Outzim-Ochantey  King  of 
Zeb;  and  he  was  immediately  carried 
about  the  city,  which  owned  him  for  their 
fovereign . 

That  prince  was  in  a  furprize  not  to  be 
exprefled.  He  took  this  adventure  for 
one  of  thofe  agreeable  dreams  which  a 
man  is  unwilling  to  come  out  cdf ;  but, 
finding  it  real,  he  received  with  gravity 
the  honours  that  were  done  him,  ordered 
Mezuan's  funeral  to  be  continued,  af- 
fifted  at  it  himfelf  with  his  companions, 
and  having  taken  out  of  the  publick  trea- 
fury  a  hundred  thoufand  fequins  of  gold, 
he  distributed  it  among  the  people. 

That  there  might  be  nobody  difcon- 
tented  in  the  whole  city  of  Zeb,  the  new 
king,  after  having  cauied  the  bodies  of 
thole  whom  he  and  his  followers  had  de- 
prived of  life  to  be  buried,  commanded  a 
magnificent  tomb  to  be  raifed  in  their 
honour,  and  made  Ahmedy  affirm  that 
they  all  mould  enjoy  the  rewr.rd  let  apart 
for  good  Mufliilmen .  And,  to  comfort 
their  families  by  fomething  more  fub- 
ftantial  than  words,  he  gave  their  wi- 
dows, and  each  of  their  children,  ten 
thoufand  fequins  of  gold. 

Ahmedy  and  Bakmas  hardly  ever 
quitted  the  prince ;  who  regulated  his 
conduct  entirely  by  their  prudent  coun- 
fels.  He  liberally  rewarded  the  ether 
companions  of  his  travels;  and  was  near 
five  years  upon  the  throne,  adored  by  all 
his  fubjecls.  But  the.  love  of  his  own 
country  working  upon  him,  and  incef- 
fantly  calling  to  mind  the  grief  his  ab- 
fence  muft  be  to  the  king  his  father,  he 
refolved  to  return  to  China.  For  this 
purpofe  he  affembled  the  prime  men  of 
the  kingdom ;  and  having  made  them 
acquainted  with  his  intentions,  he  beg- 
ged them  to  chufetwo  from  among  them- 
feives to  govern  the  (tate  with  Ahmedy 
and  Bakmas,  until  they  heard  from  him ; 
and  defired  them,  in  cafe  they  ihouhl  re- 
ceive no  news  from  him  in  i 
to  go  immediately  upon  electing  a  new 
king. 

1  mall  pafs  over  in  filence,  my  lord, 
(continued  Ben-Kridoun)  the  arguments 
that  wereuled  to  dill  lade  the  p:  ir.ce  from 
goimr,  and  the  r,egret  1 
to  part  with  hioi.     V-'  •  •  jw  1^ 
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perceived  in  their  countenances,  and 
whatever  uneaiinefs  he  himfelf  felt  at 
leaving  them,  he  remained  firm  in  the 
fame  fentiments,  embraced  his  fix  com-- 
panions,  who  would  fain  have  gone  with 
him,  took  a  large  quantity  of  gold  and 
jewels,  and  departed  alone  and  incognito 
from  his  capital.  Ahmedy,  who  had 
raifed  him  to  the  throne,  was  the  moft 
concerned  at  the  ahfence  of  the  prince. 
'  My  dear  lord, ''faid  he  to  him,  receiv- 
ing hisfarewel, '  fince  you  are  inflexible, 
'  and  I  mull  lofe  you,  perhaps  for  ever, 
'  accept,  I  befeech  you,  of  this  carbun- 
'  cle;'  prefenting  Outzim  -  Ochantey 
with  a  precious  done  of  the  bignefs  of  a 
nut,  and  full  of  talifmanick  characters. 
'  The  light  of  the  fun,'  faid  he  to  him, 

*  is  not  more  radiant  than  that  which 

*  this  carbuncle  emits  in  the  dark.     It 
'  was  given  me  by  a  fage  cabalilt;  and  I 

*  put  it  into  your  hands,  my  lord,  as  the 
"  moft  precious  thing  that  I  have.    You 

*  will  perhaps  have  occafion  for  it  in  the 

*  tedious  journey  you  have  undertaken.* 
The  prince  accepted  of  Ahmedy 's  pre- 
fent;    and,  after  having  tenderly  em- 
braced him,  he  fet  forwards  for  the  do- 
minions of  the  king  his  father. 

There  happened  nothing  extraordi- 
nary to  the  Princeof  China  in  the  feveral 
courts  through  which  he  pafled.  He 
generally  ftaid  fome  time  at  each,  where 
he  made  a  very  noble  figure;,  but  he  was 
quite  cured  of  the  extravagance  which 
had  before  rendered  him  fo  miferable. 

At  length,  after  a  year's  travelling  by 
fea  and  land,  he  came  to  the  dominions 
of  a  prince  named  Kufeh*.  At  the  en- 
trance into  his  capital  was  a  great  open 
fquare,  madefpacious  by  the  deftruftion. 
of  an  old  temple,  which  idolaters  had 
formerly  dedicated  to  a  deity  called  Pu- 
dorina.  It  was  upon  the  foundations 
of  that  temple  Kufeh  had  built  a  mag- 
nificent palace,  before  which  ftood  a  great 
obelifk  of  black  marble ;  upon  which,  on 
one  fide,  was  carved  in  letters  of  gold 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
and,  on  the  other,  feveral  maxims  of 
gallantry. 

The  young  Prince  of  China  was  amuf- 
inar  himfelf  with  examining  this  whimli- 
cal  pyramid,  when  he  perceived  at  the 
windows  of  the  palace  two  women  of 
uncommon  beauty.  He  was  prefently 


flruck  with  their  charms ;  and,  enquiring 
who  they  were,  he  learnt  that  they  were 
the  king's  two  daughters ;  the  eldeft  of 
whom  was  named  Modir,  and  the  young- 
er Gulpenhe  f.     He  admired  the  former 
extremely;  but  fome  ftrangers  gave  him 
fo  horrid  a  character  of  her,  that  he  foon 
effaced  from  his  heart  the  impremon  me 
had  made  there.     «  That  princefs,'  faid 
they,  '  is  never  the  fame.     One  day  flie 
is  fair,  and  the  next  day  black :  me  ab- 
hors one  week,  what  the  laft  flie  loved 
to  diftra&ion.     Her  caprice  is  an  in- 
difpenfible  law ;  it  extends  it's  power 
even  to  the  language :  and  flie  keeps 
the  fubjefts  of  the  king  her  father  in  fo 
fervilea  dependance,  that  nobody, with- 
outrunning  the  rifque  of  being  thought 
ridiculous,  can  do  or  fay  any  thing  that 
is  not  approved  by  this  fanciful  prin- 
cefs.' 

*  As  for  Gulpenhe,'  faid  a  fenfible 
Id  man  to  him, '  though  lefs  handfome, 
flie  is  much  more  to  be  feared  than 
her  lifter;  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  re- 
fift  her  charms.  She  keeps  an  old 
black  woman-flave  named  Kouroum  J, 
who  changes  her  figure  and  cloaths 
every  moment  to  furprize  young  ftran- 
gers that  arrive  in  this  city.  This 
dangerous  princefs  has  built  a  fump- 
tuous  palace  adjoining  to  the  king's. 
The  gardens  are  delightful;  there  is  in 
them  feveral  labyrinths  ingeniouily 
contrived,  and  where  flie  generally 
wanders  with  her  lovers :  but  they  are 
no  fooner  entered  into  a  little  walk  em- 
broidered with  rofes,  than  they  come 
immediately  into  a  vaft  o;x-n  country 
called  the  Meadow  of  Satiety.  In  this 
place  no  roles  are  to  be  feeti ;  they  are 
all- ftripped  from  their  leave*-:  in  their 
room  there  grows  an  ugly  fruit,  long  . 
and  rcddifh ;  and  all  tafte  of  pleafure  is 
fo  loft  there,  that  every  body  wiflies  for 
nothing  but  to  efcape  from  thence  for 
ever.  In  vain  Gulpenhe  has  placed  a 
large  dyke  at  the  end  of  the  role-walk; 
there  is  hardly  any  body,  efpecially 
the  men,  but  what  eafily  leap  it.' 
After  having  left  this  old  wife  man? 
the  prince  was  reflecting  upon  what  he 
had  heard,  when  he  was  accofted  by  a 
woman  covered  with  a  very  thick  veil. 

'  My  fdh,'  faid  that  woman  to  the 
prince,  taking  him  by  the  hand,   and 


*  Kufeh,  in  Arabick,  fign'fies  Effeminate,  a  Man  of  little  Beard. 

•f-  Gulpenhe  fignifi-s  Peach-tree  Elcfibm. 

J  Kouroum  fignilKi  in  Arabick  Chim.'iey-foet. 
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drawing  him  afide,  'you  are  but  newly 
come  into  this  country;  I  perceive  it 
by  your  indifference,  and  your  care- 
lellheis  in  not  going  in  queft  of"  Ibme 
lucky  adventure,  which  are  not  un- 
common here  for  fuch  men  as  you.  I 
bring  you  tidings  of  one  which  you 
ought  to  elleem  the  chief  happinefs  of 
your  life.  Only  follow  me,  and  be 
difcreet.' 

Curiofity  hurried  away  Oulzim-O- 
chantey:  he  followed  die  woman  with- 
out aiking  any  quefVions;  and,  after  a 
pretty  long  walk,  he  came  to  a  very  nar- 
rom  ftreet;  at  the  end  of  which  his  piida 
having  opened  a  little  door,  (he  led  him 
up  a  ftuir-cafe,  and  through  a  dark  entry, 
into  a  hall  illuminated  by  above  a  hun- 
dred tapers,  and  enriched  with  all  the 
moft  brilliant  ornaments  that  art  and 
nature  can  afford.  It  was  perfumed 
with  fuch  delightful  odours,  as  en- 
chanted the  fenfcs;  and  the  woman,  hav- 
ing left  him  to  give  her  miitrefs  notice  of 
his  arrival,  the  prince  contemplated  all 
the  beauties  of  the  place  he  was  in.  He 
was  loon  diverted  from  that  employ- 
ment by  the  entrance  of  a  young  lady 
into  the  hall.  He  was  ftruck  with  her 
charms  the  moment  he  faw  her ;  and, 
caftinsjhimfclfhartily  at  her  feet — '  How 
'  much  to  be  emieci  is  rny  fortune,  Ma- 
'  dam,*  faid  he,  '  which  brought  me 
'  hither  to  fvvear  to  you  an  eternal  love ! 

*  No,  Madam;  all  that  is  moft  beautiful 
'  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth  does  not 
'  come  up  to—'     The  prince  was  go- 
ing on,  when  fhe  fuddenly  railed  him  up: 
'  Sir,'  faid  (he,  with  Ibme  emotion,  and 
•her  face  all  overfpread  with  that  lovely 
blulh  which  modeliv   alone    produces, 
'  have  a  care  what  you  do  :  I  am  not  (he 

*  that  ought  to  caufe  thefe  violent  tranf- 

*  ports;  I  am  but  an  unfortunate  flave. 
'  But,  let  my  prefent  condition  be  never 

*  fo  mean,  I  would  not  change  it  for 

*  that  of  the  hdy  you  are  going  to  fee. 
'  If  her  rank  is  noble,  her  conduct  is  fo 

*  far  from  it,  that  I  am  aftiamed  for  her 
'  every  moment.     You  are  now  to  think 
'  of  nothing  bui  how  to  make  a  proper 
'  return  for  the  ter.dernefs  flic  is  fo  m- 

*  difcivetly  lavifh  of  to  all  mankind." 
The  Prince  of  China  was  liftening 

with  furprize  to  that  beautiiul  perfon, 
when  the  old  fiave  who  had  conducted 
him  tliither  entered  with  the  Princefs 
Gulpenhe,  who  retted  upon  her  aim. 
Do  you  imagine,  my  lord,  (continued 
Ben-Eiidoun)  what  wa*  the  fill-prize 


and  uneafmefs  of  the  prince;  he  had  been 
fo  prejudiced  agair.lt  her  by  the  old  man 
he  had  met  in  die  fquare  before  the  pa- 
lace, and  by  tliat  lovely  perfon,  that  he 
remained  fpeechlefs  :  and  the  princefs 
might  eafily  have  perceived  his  indif- 
ference, if  (he  had  not  been  fo  accuftom- 
ed  to  flatter  heri'elf,  that  me  interpreted 
his  filence  in  her  own  favour. 

Though  flie  was  drefled  in  the  mod 
gallant  manner  in  the  world,  and  the 
prince  beheld  in  her  a  thoufand  charms, 
capable  to  move  the  moft  infenfible  of 
mankind,  he  received  her  carefles  with 
an  infenlibility  that  exceeded  all  ima- 
gination. His  mind  was  wholly  taken 
up  with  the  young  beauty,  to  whom  he 
had  at  firft  addrtfied  his  vows;  and  he 
thought  her  behaviour  fo  noble,  and  fo 
different  from  that  of  Gulpenhe,  that  he 
had  much  ado  to  refrain,  even  in  her 
prefence,  from  giving  that  charming 
creature  new  marks  of  his  love;  but,  re- 
flecting that  fuch  an  imprudence  might 
perhaps  deprive  him  of  her  for  ever,  he 
put  a  conftraint  upon  himfelf,  and  pre- 
tended for  fome  moments  to  anfwer  the 
favours  Gulpenhe  mewed  him.  The 
prince  was  amamed  ofher  advances;  but, 
in  fpite  of  his  repugnance,  they  were  fo 
engaging,  that  he  might  perhaps  have 
been  overcome  by  them,  if  one  of  the 
princcfs's  Haves  had  not  come  in  to  tell 
her  that  the  king  her  father  would  fpeak 
with  her  that  moment. 

Gulpenhe  feemed  vexed  at  this  inter- 
ruption. *  I  will  foon  return,'  faid  (he 
to  the  prince;  '  and  I  dare  fay  you  will 
*  not  be  impatient  in  the  company  where- 
'  in  I  leave  you.'  She  then  ordered  the 
young  perfon  whom  Outzim-Ochant<_y 
already  adored,  to  convcrfe  with  him  un- 
til her  return;  and  went  out  immediately 
with  Kouroum,  the  old  woman  that  had 
accofted  the  prince. 

Hewas  not  at  all  forry  for  Gulpcnhe> 
departure;  and,  making  the  beft  of  her 
abfence,  lie  threw  himfelf  a  fecond  time 
before  the  knee's  of  that  incomparable 
woman.     '  How  much  have  I  fuffered, 
Madam,'  faid  he,  '  in  the  little  time  I 
v.-as  with  the  princefs!     In  vain  (lie  is 
fo  liberal  to  me  of  her  charms;  fhe 
(hall  never  be  miftrefs  of  a  heart,  over 
which  you  alone  have  a  fovereign  em- 
pire.'—' Sir,'  replied  the  young  lady 
>roudly,  '  I  am  not  fo  eafy  as  Gulpen- 
he. Though  I  am  reduced  to  an  igno- 
minious llavery,  my  foul  is  more  free 
than  hersj  and  the  idlenefs  and  luxury 
'  which 
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which  reign  in  this  court,  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  corrupt  my  heart.  It  is 
decreed  my  hand  mall  b6  his  who  (hall 
have  the  courage  to  put  me*  in  poflef- 
fion  of  my  dominions,  after  having 
revenged  the  death  of  the  king  my  fa- 
ther.' 

The  tears  that  upon  thefe  words  ftream- 
edin  abundance  from  the  princefs's  eyes, 
pierced  the  very  foul  of  the  youngprince. 
'  Nothing,  charming  princefs,  will  feem 
'  impoffibleto  me,1  laid  he,  'to  re-elia- 

*  blifh  you  in  all  your  rights.     Name 

*  but  to  me  your  enemies,  and  I  will  con- 
«  vince  you  that  the  fole  heir  of  the  King 

*  of  China  is  not  utterly  unworthy  of 
'  your  affection.'   The  princefs  earneft- 
ly  viewed  the  prince:  '  Ah,  my  lord!' 
faid  me,  *  my  pride  in  vain  oppofed  the 

*  inclination  I  found  in  myfeif  towards 

*  you  :  I  am  now  fully  a  (lured  that  you 

*  are  deftined  to  be  my  hufoand.     Yes, 
'  prince,  I  accept  you  for  my  defender ; 

*  and  I  do  it  fo  much  the  more  joyfully, 

*  becaufe  I  may  now  depend  upon  be- 

*  ing  mortly  revenged  of  a  traitor  that 
c  has  occaiioned  all  the  misfortunes  of 
'  my  life.     Gulpenhe's  abfence,'  conti- 
nued fhe,  '  will  give  me  time  to  inform 

*  you  of  the  particulars  of  my  adven- 
'  tures.     I  know  the  reafon  of  the  king 

*  her  father's  fending  for  her. 

*  A   young  prince,  named  Atabek, 

*  arrived  yefterday  in  this  court  to  treat 

*  offome  affairs  with  King  Kufeh.  This 
'  monarch,  very  uneafy  to  have  hisplea- 
1  lures  interrupted,  and  unfit  to  carry  on 
(  a  war  which  Atabek  comes  to  declare 

*  again  ft  him  from  a  very  potent  king, 
'  if  he  does  not  obtain  the  fatisfa&ioQ 

*  he    demands ;     this   unworthy    mo- 

*  narch,   I  fay,   has  agreed   with    his 
'  daughter,  that  me  mall  ufe  all  her  aits 

*  to  feduce  the    heart  of  that    young 

*  prince.     She  will  certainly  fucceed  in 

*  this  deiignj  and,  while  (lie  employs  her- 
'  felf  to  her  fatisfaftion  in  this  newcon- 


'  queft,  I    fliall   perhaps   have    leifure 
*  enough  to  tell  you  my  misfortunes.* 

Outzim-Ochantey  a  thovffand  times 
embraced  the  princefs's  knees,  who  was 
not  difpleafed  with  thefe  tranfports ;  and 
having  made  him  fit  down  by  her  upon  a 
fopha,  fhe  began  her  Itory  thus. 


THE    HISTORY    OF    GULGtJLI  -  CHE- 
MAME,  PRINCESS  OF  TEFLIS. 

I  Owe  my  birth,  my  lord,  to  the  wife 
Corner -Yfotiph,  King  of  Teflis*, 
and  the  Princefs  Ayna,  the  daughter  of 
the  enchanter  Zal-reka,  King  of  Pala- 
badf  :  but  though  my  birth  was  illuf- 
trious,  I  have  never  been  the  more  happy 
for  it ;  on  the  contrary,  fcnrce  did  I  be- 
gin to  fee  the  light,  when  Heaven,  re- 
folved  to  perfecute  me,  fhed  upon  me  if* 
blackeft  influences. 

The  enchanter  Zal-reka,  my  grand- 
father, after  having  endued  me  at  my 
birth  with  all  the  qualities  neceflfary  to  a 
princefs,  gave  me  alfo  an  extraordinary 
patience;  forefeeing,  without  doubt,  that 
it  would  be  one  of  the  moil  neceffary 
virtues  he  could  beftow  upon  me,  and 
named  me  Gulguli-Chername  J. 

The  wile  Gomer  -Yfonph,  my  father, 
made  it  his  whole  bufmefs  to  inftruc"l  me 
in  all  the  moft  fublime  parts  of  nature 
and  religion.  At  fifteen  years  old  I 
poifeffed  almoft  all  the  fciences,  befides 
the  talents  I  had  cultivated  in  the  other 
occupations  of  my  fex.  One  day,  as  I 
was  walking  with  the  king  my  father  in 
the  gardens  of  the  palace,  he  flopped  on 
a  fudden  to  liften  to  the  chirping  of  feve- 
ral  birds.  I  obferved  that  he  hearkened 
to  them  with  great  attention ;  and  I  was. 
amazed  to  fee  him  laugh  out  without  any 
caufe.  This  furpftzed  me  in  a  man  of 
his  wifdoin.  I  was  fo  importunate  with 
him  to  know  the  reafon  of  his  doing  fo, 
that  he  told  me  he  understood  the  lan- 


*  Teflis,  formerly  Artaxatn,  the  capital  of  Georgia,  is  fifuated  at  the  bottom  of  a  moun- 
tain whole  foot  is  wafhed  by  the  River  Knr.  The  people  of  Georg  a  are  the  handfomeft  of 
any  in  all  the  eaft  ;  there  is  not  an  ugly  face  to  be  feen  in  the  whole  country,  either  of  man  or 
woman.  Nature  has  lavished  upon  moft  of  the  female-fex  charms  which  are  not  to  be  found 
e'fewhere  j  and  it  is  impoflible  to  behold  them  without  loving  them.  They  are  for  the  gene- 
rality tall,  well-ftiaped,  not  at  all  too  fat,  and  go  very  loofe  about  the  waifts,  fo  that  they 
have  hardly  any  hips  ;  but  they  fpoil  their  faces  with  pajnt.  Their  haHits  are  like  thofe  of 
the  Perfuns.  In  a  word,  it  is  imporfible  to  draw  more  charming  faces,  or  exacler  fhapes, 
than  thofe  of  the  Georgian  women. 

•f-  Palabad  is  the  peninfula  between  the  Ganges,  in  the  Indies. 

J  Chemame,  in  Arabick,  figrifies  Apple  of  Odour  j  and  Gulguli,  Colour  of  Rofes; 
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gxiage  of  all  animals,  and  that  two  wrens 
had  juft  brought  a  piece  of  good  news  to 
the  other  little  birds.  '  And  what  is  this 
'  p.iv/f,  ?'  cried  I  laughing,  imagining 
mv  father  did  but  jcih  '  It  is,'  laid  he, 
that  a  miller's  mule  being  fallen  down 
near  the  fountain  of  Jai'mins,  the  fack 
me  had  upon  her  back  is  broken,  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  cf  corn  fpilt  upon 
the  ground.'  I  begged  Corner- Yibuph 
(continued  the  lovely  Georgian)  to  carry 
me  to  the  fountain.  He  did  ib;  and,, 
indeed,  I  beheld  fo  great  a  number  of 
birds  bulled  in  picking  up  the  corn  which 
the  miller  had  left  upon  the  ground,  that 
I  was  in  the  \,tmolt  amazement.  I  per- 
lecuted  my  father  io  teach  me  that  lan- 
guage; and,  almoft  negle<5ting  all  the 
other  fcier.ces  to  apply  myfeif  wholly  to 
that,  I  became  in  lei's  than  a  year's  time 
as  fldlful  in  it  as  Gomer-Yfot'ph  him- 
felf.  It  is  impofiible,  my  lord,  (con- 
tinued Gulguli-Chemame)  to  conceive 
the  pleafure  it  affords  one  to  understand 
the  different  jargon  of  animals ;  it  is 
much  more  full  of  wiftlom  and  nature 
than  that  of  men :  and  I  may,  perhaps, 
relate  to  you  hereafter  things  of  it  which 
will  give  you  no  fmall  delight.  But  at 
prefer. t  let  us  return  to  my  ftory. 

I  had  now  attained  my  fixteenth  year, 
and  we  were  very  far  from  expeilin^  the 
misfortune  that  hung  over  us ;  when  a 
traiterous  enchanter,  named  Bifeh-El- 
Kaiak  *,  out  of  an  old  averfiorr  he  had 
to  our  Family,  furprized  us  one  night 
with  a  numerous  army.  He  ftrangled 
the  wife  Gomer- Yibuph  and  the  queen 
my  mother;  and  was  going  to  deprive  me 
too  of  life,  when,  touched  by  my  cries,  or 
perhaps  by  fome  little  beauty  he  perceived 
in  me,  he  contented  himfelf  with  carry- 
ing me  with  him  to  an  ifland  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Cufpian  Sea,  where  he  fhut  me 
up  in  a  ftrong  tower.  This  ifland  was 
guarded  by  phantoms  that  were  incef- 
lantly  upon  the  watch  ;  horrible  tempefts 
continually  dafhed  the  coafts ;  and  no 
mortal  could  approach  it  with  impunity, 
except  only  one  day  in  the  year,  on 
which  all  the  Enchanters,  Fairies,  Genii, 
and  other  fpirits  of  that  nature,  were  in- 
difpenfibly  obliged  to  afiemble  in  a  grotto 
of  Cochin -China,  in  order  to  give  an 
account  of  their  actions  to  him  who  had 
been  chofen  their  ki  ng  the  year  before, 
and  to  proceed  to  a  new  eleftion  of  one 
from  among  themfelves. 


The  perfidious  Jtafak  had  no  foon5i* 
brought  me  to  this  melancholy  prifon, 
but  he  tried  to  affuage  my  grief  by  the 
moft  refpeclful  manners.  My  defpair 
was  fo  violent,  that  I  loaded  him  with 
the  bittereft  reproaches ;  and  I  teftified 
fo  much  horror  for  his  perfon,  that  he 
was  twenty  times  upon  the  point  of  de- 
ftroyingme:  but  hoping,  perhaps,  that 
time  would  bend  the  ftubbornnefs  of  my 
temper,  Ke  only  laughed  at  all  I  could 
fay ;  and  leaving  me  a  prey  to  thelharpdi 
affliction,  he  did  not  come  to  me  again, 
until  eight  days  afterwards.  I  tremble 
yet,  my  lord,  when  I  call  to  mind  that 
dreadful  moment.  The  traitor  endea- 
voured, in  vain,  to  perfuade  me :  but 
finding  that  my  forrow,  inftead  of  di- 
miniming,  increafed  every  day,  he  flew 
into  the  moft  violent  fury,  and  told  me, 
in  plain  terms,  that  I  muft  confent  im- 
mediately to  his  infamous  defigns,  or  he 
would  caufe  me  to  be  burnt  alive. 

This  choice  did  not  at  all  frighten  me  : 
I  beheld,  with  great  tranquillity,  the  pre- 
parations for  my  death,  and  ran  to  it  with 
joy;  when  the  enchanter,  who  had  no 
defign  upon  my  life,  carried  me  back  to 
the  tower.  *  I  am  now  going  to  Cochin- 
China,'1  faid  he,  '  from  whence  I  (half 
return  in  four  and  twenty  hours.     I 
allow  you  that  farther  time  to  come  to 
a  refolution,;  and  if  I  do  not  find  you 
obedient  to  my  abfolute  will,  I  mall  ufe 
the  utmoft  violence  towards  you.* 
I  did  not  condefcend  to  anfwer  thefe 
infolent  menaces ;  and  being  refolved  to 
deftroy  mylclf,  rather  than  endure  that 
barbarian's  brutalities,  I  faw  him  depart 
without  the  leaft  fear  of  his  return. 

Zal  -  reka,  my  grandfather,  was  not 
ignorant  of  the  place  of  my  confinement, 
nor  the  author  of  my  mifery. 

That  enchanter  impatiently  waited  for 
Kafak's  abfence.  He  no  fooner  faw  hi/h 
depart  for  Cochin -China,  but,  by  the 
power  of  his  art,  he  difperfed  the  thick 
clouds  which  concealed  me  from  the  eyes 
of  all  the  world  :  he  freed  me  from  the 
difmal  tower  I  was  in  ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing fet  me  upon  terra  firma,  caufed  the 
ifland  which  was  the  habitation  of  the 
perfidious  enchanter  to  be  fwallowed  up 
in  a  moment  in  my  prefence  ;  and  con- 
veying me  through  the  air  with  incre- 
dible rapidity,  he  placed  me  in  a  vaft 
open  country,  from  whence  one  might 
behold  die  city  of  Palimbanf. 


*  Kafak,  in  Arabick,  fignifies  Inhumane. 

•f  Paliaiban  is  the  capiul  of  a  kingdom  of  the  fame  name  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra. 
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It  is  impofnble  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
the  excefs  of  my  joy  :  I  embraced  my 
grandfather  with  all  the  tendernefs  ima- 
ginable.    '  My  daughter,'   laid  he_to 
me,  '  I  muft  go  witlun'.t  delay  to  Cochin- 
China,  where  we  are  obliged  to  be  be- 
fore fun-rife.     I  will  'there  put  up  all 
my  complaints  againft  your  perfecutor. 
You  are  no~longer  in  his  power  :  do 
you  now  go  in  queft  of  the  prince.' 
At  thefe  words,  my  lord,    (continued 
G"!^uli*-Chemnme,  ihedding  a  flood  of 
tears)  Zal-reka  flopped  Ihort.     A  cold 
fweat  role  upon  his  face  ;  he  loft  the  ufe 
of  his  fpeech  for  fome  moments  5  and 
then  returning  to  himfelf — '  Ah,  my 

*  dear  daughter!'   faid  he  to  me,  in  a 
weak  voice,  '  my  hour  is  come!   I  lee 
«  the  1'word  of  the  angel  of  death  ready 
'  to  cut  the  thread  of  life !  All  my  art 

*  cannot  lave  me  from  going  to  give  an 

*  account  of  my  actions  before  the  tri- 
«  bunal  of  our  ibvereign  Judge.     But  I 
'  have  the  conlbhtion,  at  my  death,  to 

*  know  that  a  young  prince,  after  hav- 
'  ing  flain  your  tyrant,  mall  marry  you, 

*  and  reftore  you  to  the  pofleffion  of  the 

*  dominions  the  traitor  has  ufurped  from 

*  you.'    Then,  my  grandfather  having 
{truck  the  earth  with  his  foot,  there  arole 
out  of  it  a  dun-mule  richly  harnefled. 

*  There  is  fomething,'  laid  he,  in  a  dy- 
ing voice,  and  embracing  me  for  the  lalt 
time,  '  to  carry  you  where  your  deftiny 
'  calls  you.     Only  remember,  my  dear 

*  Gulguli-Chemame,'  added  he,  '  that 

*  you  were  born  a  princefs ;  that  memo- 
'  randum  includes  all  your  duty.' 

Zal-reka  had  fcarce  laid  theie  words, 
when  he  expired  in  my  arms.  Judge,  my 
lord,  of  the  excels  of  my  grief  and  tear : 
I  loft  the  only  fupport  I  had  in  the  world, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  moft  neceflary  to 
me.  My  delpair  was  Ibmewhat  heighten- 
ed by  the  impoflibility  I  faw  mylelf  in 
to  pay  him  the  laft  duties  ;  and  I  could 
not  relblve  to  leave  his  body  to  the  wild 
beafts,  when  there  arole  out  of  the  earth 
a  magnificent  tomb  of  porphyry  and 
jafper.  I  put  Zal-reka  into  it,  in  a  coffin 
of  cedar ;  and  (hutting  the  door  of  the 
tomb,  which  I  walhed  with  my  tears,  I 
law  rife  up  over-againft  me  a  group  of 
brafs,  reprefenting  the  cruel  Kalak, 
whole  head  was  fevered  from  his  body, 
and  a  young  man  with  a  i'abre  in  his 
hand.  As  the  Itatues  were  pretty  high, 
I  could  not  diftinguilh  the  features  of 
my  tyrant's  conqueror :  I  only  obferyed 
that  he  wanted  a  finger  of  the  left-hand. 


And  as  before  I  be;;an  to  make  you  this 
relation  of  my  misfortunes,  i  took  no- 
tice that  you  want  the  little  finger  of  the 
fame  hand,  ,  I  prefently  judged  it  was 
you,  my  lord,  that  the  great  prophet  has 
cholen  to  avenge  me.  I  then  gave  my- 
felf  up,  without  referve,  to  ail  the  ten- 
dernefs that  is  due  to  him  who  is  one  day 
to  be  my  hulband. 

The  Prince  of  China,  my  lord,  (con- 
tinued Ben  Eridoun)  threw  himlelf  that 
moment  at  the  ftet  of  the  Princtfs  of 
Teflii  :  he  could  not  find  words  itrong 
enough  to  let  her  know  the  excels  of  his 
joy,  when  me  raifed  him  up  with  extreme 
goodntfs.  '  Let  me  make  ufe  of  Gul- 

*  penhe's  abfence,'  fald  Ihe  to  him  teu- 
deiiy,  '  to  finiih  my  ftory  j  I  lhall  af. 

*  terwards  find  time  enough  to  make  a 

*  return  to  thefe  proteftations  of  Jove, 

*  which  are  the  only  happinefs  of  my 
'  life.'    The  princd's  then  refuming  the 
thread  of  her  difcourfe,  went  on  thus. 

I  mounted  upon  my  mule,  and  had 
travelled  almoft  three  hundred  leagues 
without  meeting  with  any  accident  ; 
vyhen,  one  morning,  Stopping  to  make 
her  drink  at  a  luring,  the  water  of  which 
was'extremely  clear,  fae  would  not  come 
near  it.  For  my  part,  being  very  dry, 
and  ignorant  of  the  confequences  that 
attended  the  drinking  of  tiie  water,  I 
got  off  my  mule,  and  took  fome  in  the 
hollow  of  my  hand.  I  had  no  {boner 
.  brought  it  to  my  lips,  but  1  ftll  back- 
wards. I  know  not,  my  lord,  what  be- 
came of  me  in  that  moment  ;  1  only  re- 
member that,  when  I  returned  ficm  the 
trance  I  hnd  been  in,  I  found  mylelf  iu 
the  arms  of  a  huge  black  man,  whole 
under-lip  was  fo  thick,  that  it  hid  near 
ail  his  chin.  I  gave  a  terrible  fluiek  nt 
the  fightof  thismonfter.  He  only  l:\vighed 
at  it  ;  arid  throwing  me  into  a  great 
leathern-fuck,  which  he  afterwards  ciofed 
up,  he  put  the  firings  of  it  under  his  left- 
arm  :  and  1  cannot  tell,  my  lord,  whi- 
ther he  was  going  to  carry  nie,  when  a 
man,  fo  little  that  he  might  eaiily  have 
walked  between  the  black  mender's  Itgs, 
rode  full  fpec-d  upon  a  hoiic  whole  I.j'.^lit 
was  proportioned  to  his  own.  '  Svopf 
'  cruel  Cofayb!'  cried  he  to  him  :;t  a 
dillance  ;  '  it  is  time  to  pot  an  end  to 
*  your  tyranny  !' 

Cofayb  (which  was  the  name  of  the 
frightful  black)-  gave  but  little  hi  c«i  *t 
firft  to  the  little  man's  threats  ;  ya, 
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he  was  at  a  certain  diftance  from  him,  I 
thought  I  could  perceive,  by  the  motion 
of  his  arm,  that  he  trembled  all  over  his 
body.  He  prefently  hung  the  fack  in 
which  I  was  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree, 
and  put  himfelf  into  a  poftureof  defence 
with  an  iron-club  all  full  of  fpikes.  For 
my  part,  my  lord,  I  had  my  thoughts 
about  me.  With  a  poniard  that  I  had 
at  my  girdle  I  made  a  hole  in  the  fack 
large  enough  to  fee  through  it  the  com- 
bat, which  I  imagined  muft  conclude 
entirely  to  the  black's  advantage :  but 
judge  of  my  fuqjrize,  when,  after  an 
obftinate  reiiftance  en  both  fides,  I  faw 
that  little  hero,  with  one  back-ftroke  of 
his  fabre,  cut  off  both  his  enemy's  legs, 
and  afterwards  fever  his  head  from  his 
body.  I  cannot  exprefs  to  you  the  joy 
I  felt  at  fo  incredible  a  victory  :  I  ripped 
the  fack  enough  to  put  my  head  out ; 
and,  addrefTing  myfelf  to  my  deliverer, 
I  let  him  know,  in  few  words,  the  infinite 
obligation  I  had  to  him. 

The  little  man  was  ftirorized  to  fee  me 
in   that  pofture;    he  feemed  extremely 
troubled  that  he  could  not  reach  at  me 
to  help  me  down  :   but  I,  being  more 
fruitful  of  invention  than  him,  cut  the 
fack  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  having  made 
two  large  long  ftraps  of  it,  I  (lid  down  to 
the  ground  without  hurting  myfelf  in  the 
leait.    '  Madam,"  faid  the  little  dwarf  to 
me  then,  '  whatever  plesfnre  it  gives  me 
to  have  come  time  enough  to  hinder  you 
from  being  the  laft  object  of  Cofayb's 
cruelty,     I  ftiould  not  peihaps  have 
had  that  happhiefs,  unlefs  I  had  been 
fpurred  on  with  a  defire  to  revenge  a 
fiftcr  that  has  too  long  feit  the  tyranny 
of  the  villain  I  have  juft  now  (lain.1 — 
I  am  very  much  beholden  to  Chance, 
then,'  replied  I.     *  But,  Sir,  forgive 
my  curioiity :  how  is  it  poffible  that, 
with  the  disproportion  there  is  between 
Cofayb  and  yo'i,  you  could  ytt  over- 
come him  ?' — '  It  is  no  hard  matter,1 
eplied  the  little  man,  '  to  fatisfy  you. 
Jf  you  will  come:  with  me  to  Achem  *", 
where  the  king  my  father  reigns,  I  will 
by  the  way  inform  you  of  the  motives 
.of  my  revenge,  and  by  what  fuper- 
natural  atiiltance  I  was  able  to  conquer 


*  the  traiterons  Cofayb.'  I  mounted 
again  upon  my  mule,  (continued  Gul- 
gtili-Cbemame;)  and  this  is  what  my 
deliverer  related  to  me. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  BOULAMAN-SANG- 
HIER,  PRINCE  OF  ACHEM. 

WHO  would  think,  Madam,  to 
look  upon  my  ilature,  that  I  :nn 
the  fon  of  a  giantefs  ?  Yet  nothing  is 
more  true  than  that  I  owe  my  birth  to  the 
Fag-Houry,  Princefs  of  Serendib,  who 
is  almoft  eight  feet  high.  But  then  you 
are  to  know,  that,  to  make  amends  for 
that,  my  father,  named  Kouter-Aafmai, 
King  of  Achem,  is  yet  lefs  than  my- 
felf. 

Love  makes  every  thing  equal.  My 
father,  who  in  his  travels  became  paf- 
fionately  enamoured  of  Fag-Houry,  diil 
not  think  (lie  was  too  big  for  him  ;  ami 
the  princefs  my  mother,  touched  with  his 
folemn  protections  that  he  would  love 
her  all '  his  lite,  never  minded  the  great 
inequality  there  was  in  their  ftature.  As 
(he  was  miftrefs  of  herfelf,  becaufe  the 
king  her  brother,  who  reigned  in  Seren- 
dib, was  but  feven  years  old,  me  con- 
fented  that  my  father  mould  carry  her  to 
Achem,  where  he  efpoufed  her. 

My  mother  was  brought  to-bed  of 
me  four  months  and  a  half  after  their 
marriage,  according  to  the  manner  of  the 
Pigmies,  from  whom  my  father  was  a 
gTeatway  off  defcended,  and  I  was  named 
Boulaman-Sang-hier.  But  as  me  had 
conceived  two  children  at  the  fame  time, 
after  four  months  and  a  half  more  rtie 
likewife  brought  forth  a  daughter;  who 
taking  after  her,  and  being  born  accord- 
ing to  the  common  order  of  nature,  was 
called  Agazir  the  Tall.  Thus,  though 
my  fiftt-r  and  I  were  born  at  different 
times,  and  of  different  Matures,  that  did 
not  hinder  us  from  being  twins.  When 
Agazir  was  grown  marriageable,  her 
beauty  made  fo  much  noife,  that  fhc  wjs 
fought  in  marriage  by  all  our  neigh - 
botiririg  princes :  but  one  of  our  rela- 
tions, who  was  called  Badem,  and  i  < 
ed  at  Pedirf,  prevailing  above  all  the 


*  Achrm  is  a  city  famous  for  it's  haven,  the  capital  of  a  kingdom  of  the  fame  name  in 
the  northern  parts  of  Sumatra,  with  a  fea-port  very  much  rforted  to  by  the  Indians. 

•f  I'cdir  is  a  fanv  us  kingiom,  anil  gives  it's  name  to  it's  capital,  which  is.  lituated  ;;b<"ut 
twenty  leagues  from  Achem,  at  the  extremity  of  the  i/Liid  cf  Sumatra  on  the  north- liae, 
and  a:moit  under  the  line. 
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reft;  was  nift  upon  the  point  of  fee- 
ing his  palHon  crowned  with  fuccefs, 
when  unhappily  the  cruel  G  fayb  fell 
in  love  with  Agazir.  The  refufal  he  met 
with  from  the  king  my  father  enraged 
him.  He  warned  any  body  from  pre- 
tending to  marry  the  priucefs,  upon  pain 
of  his  wrath  5  but  his  threats  were  de- 
fpifed ;  and  my  father,  being  relblved 
upon  Badem's  marriage  with  my  lifter, 
tiiey  were  brought  before  the  pagod. 

Part  of  the  'ceremony  was  now  over ; 
the  bonze  had  rinilhed  all  the  prayers ; 
and  Badem  was  going  to  give  Agazir 
his  hand,  when  all  the  fpeciators  were 
Itrangely  amazed  to  find  the  prince  with- 
out motion,  and  to  fee  that  he  was  no- 
thing but  a  ftatue  of  marble. 

This  dreadful  metamorpholis  ftruck 
my  father  and  all  the  court  with  horror. 
My  frfter,  who  tenderly  loved  Badem, 
almoft  died  with  grief}  and  the  moft 
valiant  men  of  Achem,  feeing  how  much 
my  father  laid  this  accident  to  heart,  re- 
folved  to  go  and  feek  out  Cofayb,  to  de- 
prive him  of  life ;  but,  of  all  thofe  that 
have  been  upon  this  defign,  I  am  the 
only  one  that  ever  came  back. 

Youaretounderftand,  Madam,  (con- 
tinued Boxilaman-Sang-hier)  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  come  by  land  into  our  do- 
minions but  through  that  place  where 
my  combat  with  Gofayb  was  fought. 
That  perfidious  wretch,  as  I  was  after- 
wards informed,  very  well  knew  he  muft 
expeft  to  be  punifhed  for  his  crime.  He  ' 
formed  the  enchantment  which  you  cer- 
tainly felt  the  effects  of.  You  are  no 
iboner  come  thither,  but  a  burning  thirit 
obliges  you  to  refrem  yourfelf  at  that 
pernicious  fpring,  whofe  water  immedi- 
ately takes  aw;iy  the  fenfes }  and  feveral 
hrave  men  of  Achem  have  in  all  likeli- 
hood perilhed  by  that  fin-prize  which  has 
put  them  into  the  power  of  the  cruel 
Cofayb.  At  length,  my  fifter  was  al- 
inoft  reduced  to  be  his  vi,ftim ;  when, 
walking  the  day  before  yefterday,  very 
uneafy,  upon  the  banks  of  the  canal 
which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  gardens  of 
the  palace,  I.  faw  a  boy  about  nine  or  ten 
years  old  trying  all  manner  of  ways  to 
get  a  tortoife  out  of  it's  flitll ;  and  not 
being  able  to  do  it,  he  threw  it  feveral 
times,  with  all  his  force,  againft  a  great 
ftone.  The  fhell  of  this  tortoife  was  fo 
brilliant,  that  it  feemed  ftudded  with  dia- 
monds. I  took  it  out  of  the  boy's  hand  } ' 
and  was  viewing  it  narrowly,  when  I 


thought  I  heard  fome  complaints  pro- 
ceed from  it.  I  put  it  to  my  ear;  and, 
indeed,  heard  that  it  begged  me  to  throw 
it  again  into  the  canal.  I  was  at  firft 
fomewhat  frighted  at  fo  extraordinary  a 
thing:  but,  though  I  was  very  defirous 
to  have  kept  it,  I  immediately  obeyed, 
being  very  little  accuftomed  to  fuch  re- 
quefts.  I  had  fcarce  put  the  tortoife  into 
the  water,  when  it  appeared  again,  and 
thanked  me  for  the  fervice  I  had  done 
her.  '  Afk  whatever  you  will,'  laid  that 
little  creature  to  me,  '  and  you  (hall  fee 
'  how  grateful  the  Fairy  Mulladine  will 
*  be  for  fo  eflential  a  piece  of  fervice  as 
'  you  have  done  her.'  I  remained  for 
fome  time  motionlefs  with  terror,  (con- 
tinued Boulaman-Sang-hier;)  but,  ani- 
mated by  revenge — '  Succourable  Fairy,* 
replied  I,  '  fince  you  put  fo  great  a  va- 
lue upon  fo  fmall  a  kindnefs,  furnifh 
me,  I  befeech  you,  with  means  to  de- 
liver my  fifter  and  Prince  Badem  from 
Cofayb's  perfecutions.'-1-'  Stay  for  me 
here  a  moment,'  anfw.ered  the  tortoife ; 
I  will  fetch  you  the  affiitance  you  want.* 
Then  re-plunging  for  fome  time  into  the 
water,  me  came  again  to  the  top,  hold- 
ing in  her  little  claws  the  fabre  I  made 
ufe  of}  and  having  informed  me  of  the 
enchanted  fpring,  me  ordered  me  to  go 
and  fight  Cofayb ;  and,  without  waiting 
for  my  anfwer,  dived  into  the  canal. 

I  did  not  a  moment  delay  the  execu- 
tion of  Mulladine's  command,  (added 
the  little  Prince  of  Achem;)  I  flew  to 
my  revenge,  notwithstanding  all  the  ar- 
guments of  the  king  and  queen,  who 
looked  upon  my  death  to  be  certain ;  and 
I  arrived  very  luckily  to  deliver  you, 
Madam,  from  that  monfter's  brutality. 


CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HISTORY 
OF  GXJLGULI-  CHEMAME,  PRIN- 
CESS OF  TEFLIS. 

TUST  as  the  prince  had  ended  his 
»Jr  ftory,  (continued  the  fair  Georgian) 
we  arrived  at  the  palace  of  Kouter- 
Aafmai,  King  of  Achem. 

They  had  looked  upon  the  apparition 
of  the  Fairy  Mulladine  to  the  prince  as  a 
vifion  ;  and  were  fo  doubtful  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  combat,  that  they  were  be- 
wailing his  death,  when  they  perceived 
that  the  King  of  Pedir  had  relumed  his 
former  fhape.  That  monarch,  who  ceafed 
to  be  a  ftatue.  at  the  very  moment  that 
I  the 
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the  monger  expired,  came  to  meet  us, 
with  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  Agazir.  So  foon  as  the  Prince  of 
Achein  had  told  the  particulars  of  his 
victory,  which  I  confirmed,  nothing  was 
to  tie  heard  or  leen  but  rejoicings  j  eveiy 
one  ran  to  fee  the  black  giant ;  wiio,  dead 
as  he  was,  had  (till  in  his  countenance 
fomething  fo  menacing,  that  he  frighten- 
ed the  moft  intrepid.  The  king  com- 
manded a  great  fire  to  be  kindled,  in 
which  the  traitor's  body  was  thrown; 
and  having  given  orders  for  building  in 
that  place  an  eternal  monument  of  the 
Prince  of  Achem's  victory,  he  cauled 
that  happy  day  to  be  celebrated  by  a 
thoufaml  gallant  diverfions.  Badem  and 
his  illuftrious  fpoufe  overwhelmed  me 
with  marks  of  friendmip ;  and  I  could 
willingly  have  parted  a  confiderable  time 
with  them,  if  a  delire  of  revenge  had  not 
carried  me  away  to  find  out  my  deli- 
verer. 

It  was  not  without  great  violence  to 
himfelf",  that  Boulaman-Sang-hier  could 
refolve  to  let  me  go :  he  was  become  paf- 
fionately  enamoured  of  me.  But  though 
his  li'.t!e  perfon  was  very  agreeable,  and 
he  had  an  infinite  deal  of  wit,  and  I  was 
indebted  to  him  for  my  lite;  yet,  as  I 
very  well  knew  that  he  was  not  decreed 
to  revenge  me  of  my  tyrant,  I  begged 
him  earncftly  not  to  think  of  loving  me 
any  longer. 

The  little  prince  was  ready  to  die  with 
forrow  at  my  feet.  However,  he  did  all  he 
could  to  obey  me  j  and,  contenting  him- 
felf with  all  my  eileem,  he  faw  me  em- 
bark with  a  great  deal  of  tranquillity  in 
appearance. 

I  was  born,  my  lord,  to  fall  out  of  one 
mi-fortune  into  another.    We  had  fcarce 
failed  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  when 
our  vefTel  was  attacked  by  a  famous  cor- 
fair.  As  we  were  much  weaker  than  him, 
we  were  forced  to  fubmit.     It  was  not 
without  tears  that  I  faw  myfelf  again  de- 
prived of  my  liberty;  but  a  moment  af- 
terwards I  had  not  i'o  much  region  to 
complain,  when  Faruk  (which  was  the 
name  of  the  corfair)  accoftec!  me  with  a 
cirtain  timoroufnefs  very  unufual  in  men 
of  his  profefiion:    '  It  is  not  juft,  Ma- 
dam,' faid  he  to  me  very  civilly,  '  that 
fuch  beauteous  hands  as  yours  mould 
be  loaded  with  chains :  you  are  from 
this  minute  free.     How  happy  mould 
I  be  if  your  heart  were  as  much  ib  as 


*  your  perfon,  and  if  my  refpeft  and 
'  complaiiance  could  one  day  defervc 
1  it!' 

Whatever  was  my  furprize  at  fo  fpeedy 
and  paflionate  a  declaration,  I  thought  it 
would  be  my  beft  way  to  diffembkTwith 
Faruk.  I  gave  him  fome  glimpfe  of 
hopes  that  I  might  in  time  be  fenlible  of 
his  love ;  and  upon  this  I  enjoyed  a  per- 
feft  freedom. 

I  began  to  exercife  the  power  I  had 
over  his  mind,  by  delivering  from  chains 
not  only  all  thofe  that  he  took  in  our 
/hip,  but  even  Ibme  flaves  which  he  had 
taken  upon  other  occafions.  He  did 
more  ;  he  reftored  them  one  half  of  what 
they  had  loft,  put  them  on  board  a  little 
brigantine,  gave  them  arms  and  provi- 
fious,  fuffered  them  to  take  what  courfe 
they  plealed,  and  referred  out  of  all  his 
prizes  but  one  young  Indian  woman, 
whom  he  defigned  to  keep  me  com- 
pany. 

This  woman  (continued  the  Priricefs 
of  Tefiis)  was  of  a  ravifliing  beauty :  a 
majeftick  port,  a  noble  air,fparkling  eyes, 
a  mouth  and  teeth  extremely  lovely,  black 
hair  that  fet  off  a  fkin  as  white  as  fnow, 
and  a  charming  neck,  formed  one  of  the 
moft  charming  women  that  ever  my  eyes 
beheld ;  and  all  thei'e  perfections  were 
heightened  by  a  graceful  way  of  fpeak- 
ing,  which  ifole  away  the  hearts  of  her 
hearers. 

However  violently  I  was  afflicted,  the 
young  Indian  was  ftill  more  fo:  her 
bright  eyes  were  continually  drowned  in 
tears }  and  though  I  gave  her  a  thouland 
careffes  to  Itop  their  courfe,  it  v.-as  all  at 
firft  in  vain.  I  reprefented  to  her  that  I 
was  perhaps  yet  more  unhappy  than  her- 
felf  j  but  that,  humouring  the  times,  I 
put  a  conftraint  upon  myfelf  to  conceal 
my  grief  from  Faruk.  '  Ah,  Madam  !* 
faid  me,  '  I  have  not  fo  much  (Irength 
*•  of  reafon  as  you,  and  cannot  fo  eauly 
'  aflu  age  my  forrow:  the  condition  I  am 
'  in  reduces  me  to  defpair.'  I  prefled 
that  amiable  creature  to  tell  me  the  occa- 
finn  of  this  (harp  affliction.  '  Spare  me 
'  fuch  a  relation,  Madam,'  anfweredfhej 
'  my  ill  foit'.me  is  not  worthy  to  give 
'  you  a  moment's  concern.'  But,  in 
fliort,  (continued  Gulguli-Chemame)  I 
fo  often  embraced  the  young  Indian, 
mixing  my  tears  with  hers,  that  at  length 
I  engaged  nur  to  ipcuk  to  me  thus. 

TH£ 
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THE   HISTORY    OF    SATCHE    CARA*, 
PRINCESS  OF  BORNEOf. 

BRUNINGHIR,  King  of  Borneo, 
having  wedded  Gulbeas  J,  Princefs 
of  Sumatra  §,  had  by  her  two  daughters, 
of  which  I  am  the  younger.  The  king 
and  queen,  who  loved  one  another  ten- 
derly, died  after  twelve  years  marriage, 
and  confequently  left  us  very  young. 
Though  my  filter  was  then  but  nine 
years  old,  and  I  a  year  lefs  than  flie,  we 
felt  all  the  grief  imaginable  at  this  lofs  ; 
and  if  any  thing  could  diminifh  it,  it  was 
that  my  lifter  and  I  were  not  parted  from 
one  another's  company. 

Ghionluk,  King  of  Java,  who  had 
efpoufed  my  mother's  filter,  and  whom 
at  her  death  me  begged  to  take  care  of 
us,  came  himfelf  to  Borneo.  He  left  a 
viceroy  there ;  and  taking  us  with  him 
to  Java,  committed  us  to  the  management 
of  the  queen  his  wife. 

The  prince  had  but  one  fon,  who  was 
a  litile  older  than  my  eldeft  filler.  He 
was  continually  with  her ;  and  faw,  with 
pleafure,  that  Sinn  a  (which  was  my 
filter's  n-.ime)  made  a  fuitable  return  to 
his  affeftion :  it  was  indeed  almoit  im- 
poiTible  (he  mould  refuie  her  heart  to  a 
prince  who  had  fo  many  good  qualities. 
He  was  of  a  charming  perfonage;  and 
his  countenance  had  fomething  m  it  lo 
engaging,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  fee 
him  without  loving  him.  *But  what 
made  him  moft  agreeable  with  my  lifter, 
was  the  Iweetnefs  of  his  temper,  and  the 
lharpneis  of  his  wit. 

The  King  of  Java  chenmed  the  me- 
mory of  our  mother  in  her  children  t  he 
formerly  made  his  addreffes  to  her  him- 
felf ;  but  falling  into  a  long  and  dange- 
rous fickneis,  (luring  which  his  life  was 
often  deipaired  of,  he  was  very  much 
furprized,  at  his  recovery,  to  hear  that  he 
was  prevented  by  the  King  of  Borneo 
our  father,  the  King  of  Sumatra  having 
difpofed  of  Gulbeas  in  his  favour.  This 
gave  him  a  great  deal  of  uneaiinefs :  but 
the  Princefs  Gulnad-hare,  my  mother's 


younger  filter,  being  a  lively  image  of 
the  elder,  Ghionluk  could  think  of  no 
way  to  mitigate  his  forrow  for  the  lofs 
of  the  other  but  demanding  this  in  mar- 
riage. He  eafily  obtained  her;  and  had 
by  her,  at  the  end  of  ten  months,  Samir- 
agib,  the  model  of  all  perfection. 

That  prince  was  row  above  twenty 
years  old ;  and  the  king  his  father  be- 
ginning to  think  of  a-  wife  for  him,  threw 
his  eyes  upon  the  Princeis  Biihagar]],  the 
only  hciitfs  of  the  kingdom  of  that 
name. 

This  was  indeed  fo  advantageous  a 
match  for  the  Prince  of  Java,  that  Ghi- 
onluk imagined  his  fon's  ambition  would 
be  veiy  well  fatisfied  with  the  alliance  : 
he  informed  him  of  the  relblution  he  had 
taken  to  lend  arqibaffadors  to  the  King  of 
Biihagar  in  order  to  obtain  the  princels; 
but  he  obfervc-d  the  prince  to  be  fo  un- 
eafy  at  the  propofal,  that  he  was  perfuad- 
ed  it  was  not  agreeable  to  him;     '  Per- 
haps  the  weight  of  the   engagement 
.frightens  you,  my  lord,'  laid  he  to  him 
mildly ;  '  but  if  you  knew  the  Princeis 
„  of  Bifnagar,    who   is    called    Donei- 
Kerinff,hecaxife  there  is  nothing  in  na- 
ture more  charming,  you  would  quickly 
change  your  mind.      I  give   you  a 
month's  time  to  come  to  a  refolution  : 
let  me  have  an  anfwer  by  that  time, 
fuch  as  may  fuit  with  the  obedience  I 
am  to  expert  from  you.' 
The  prince  made  a  profound  obeifance, 
without  returning  any  anfwer;  then  he 
retired  into  his  own  apartment;  and  be- 
ing a  little  recovered  iron  the  trouble  he 
was  in,  he  came  into  that  where  my  filter 
and  I  were  together.     He  looked  upon 
us  melancholy  for  fome   time  without 
fpeakingaword,  and  his  tears  beginning- 
to  fall,  notwithstanding  all  he  could  do 
to  reftrainthem,  Sinnar,  in  abundance  of 
emotion,  afked  hun  kindly  the  caufe  of 
his   afrli&ion.      '    Ah,    Madam!'    faid 
Samir-agib  to  her,  redoubling  his  tears, 
'  what  a  barbarous  command  have  I  jutt 
'  now  received?    7'he  king  my  father 
4  deligns  me  for  the  Princeis  of  Bifnagar, 
'  and  I  have  but  one  month  to  refolve 


*   Satche-Cara,  in  Arabick,  fignifies  Black  Hair. 

-j-  Borneo  is  an  ifland  whole  capital  bears  the  fame  name,  and  is  fituated  in  the  Indian 
ocean. 

\  Gulbeas  is  a  White  Rofe. 

^  Sumatra,  Java,  and  Borneo,  are  the  three  principal  iflands  of  the  Sound. 

||    The  kingdom  of  Bifnagar  is  in  the  Indies  beyond  the  Ganges,     it  is  of  a  very  large 


Compleat  Pearl. 


upon 
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'  upon  a  union  which  would  be  the  moft 
'  ir.lufferable  misfortune  of  my  life,  if 
*.  I  had  not  courage  enough  to  rehlt  my 
'  father's   will.'     My  filter  (continued 
Satche-Caia)  ieemed  thunder-Itruck  at 
this  news:  me  looked  ftedfafily  upon  the 
prince;  and,  feeing  him  extremely  de- 
jected—'  Ah,    Samir-agib,'    faid   flie, 
how  miferable  fliall  I  be  made  !   You 
will  obey  your  father's  command;  and 
I  love  you  too  well  not  to  advife  you  to 
do  fo.    What  is  Borneo  in  companion 
to  Bifnagar,  or  a.  rough  pearl  to  a  per- 
fecl:  one — '     '  Hold,  Madam/  cried 
lie  Prince  of  Java ;  *  companions  are  odi- 
ous :   Donei-Kerin,  let  her  be  ever  ib 
deferving,  (hall  never  poflefs  either  my 
hand  or  my  heart;  they  are  both  re- 
ferved  for  Sirma   alone;  and   I  will 
fooner  die  than  break  the  oaths  I  have 
Ib  often  made  to  be  none  but  yours.' 
How  tender  and  generous  was  this  con- 
verfation,  and  how  plealed  was  my  flfter 
with  thele  frefli  probations  of  the  prince 
her  coufin !  He  came  every  moment  to 
allure  her  of  his  love;  and  above  three 
weeks  were  parTed  of  the  time  Ghionluk 
had  given  him  to  confider,  when  that 
monarch,  walking  one  evening  in  the  gar- 
dens of  his  palace,  perceived  the  prince 
his  fon  entering  by  himfelf  into  a  h'ttle 
grove.     He  had  observed  that  he  was 
grown  of  late  melancholy  and  thought- 
ful, and  that  he  had  always  loved  folitude 
ever  fince  he  had  fpoken  to  him  of  the 
iiiir  Donei-Kerin.     Pie  was  deiirous  to 
know  the  caufe  of  this  alteration;  and 
therefore,  commanding  his  followers  to 
ftay  {here  for  him,  he  flipped  behind  a 
clofe  row  of  trees,  from  whence  he  could 
eaftly  fee  and  hear  Samir-agib. 

That  prince,  who  thought  himfelf 
alone,  and  at  liberty  to  ccmplain,  at  firrt 
gave  himfelf  up  to  a  profound  thought- 
fulnefs ;  afterwards  he  ieemed  to  liften 
with  attention  to  fonie  little  birds  which 
filled  the  air  with  theii  accents.  '  Happy 
birds!'  cried  ho,  '  that  are  not  con  - 
drained  in  your  loves,  and  fubmit  to  no 
other  laws  but  thofe  which  your  incli- 
nations prompt  you  to;  continue  your 
agreeable  fongs:  my  foul,  which  is 
plunged  in  the  fharpeft  grief,  cannot 
behold  your  felicity  without  envy  ;  it 
renews  my  own  torments.  The  time 
approaches,'  continued  he  fadly, '  when 
I  muft  return  an  anfwer  to  the  king 
my  father.  O  Heaven!  how  mall  I 
acquaint  him  with  a  nafTion  fo  contrary 
to  die  intereits  of  lus  greatnefs!  The 


Princefs  of  Bifnagar  will  undoubtedly 
weigh  down  in  his  heart  that  gopdnpls 
which  he  would  fhew  me  upon  other 
occafions;  but  what  woman  belides  the 
Princefs  of  Borneo  can  touch  a  foul  fo 
infenfible  as  mine  ?  What  role  can 
boaii  a  colour  fo  beauteous  as  that 
which  mines  on  the  cheeks  of  the 
lovely  Sirma  ?  Or  who  can  fhew  inch 
divine  charms  as  appear  in  her  face, 
and  from  which  the  heavens  themfelves 
feem  to  borrow  their  ferenity?  Hope 
not,  feeble  mortals,  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  my  adorable  princefs  ;  flie 
dderves  to  give  laws  to  the  whole  uni- 
verfe.  But  whither  does  my  pafTion 
hurry  me?'  faid  Samir-agib,  rr.ourn- 
ully  interrupting  his  own  extravagances. 
Alas  !  the  more  charms  that  princefs  is 
'rniftrefs  of,  the  more  tears  the  privation 
of  her  muft  coft  me.  But  why  fhould 
I  fhed  tears  ?  Can  I  burn  with  a  more 
glorious  flame  ? — Ah!  charming  Prin- 
cefs of  Borneo!  you  have  not  yet  power 
enough  over  my  heart  ;  a  love  fo  vio- 
lent as  mine  ought  to  ferve  as  an  exam- 
ple to  all  the  world.  Let  us  break  a 
timorous  filence,  endeavour  to  obtain 
you  of  the  king  my  father;  and  if  nei- 
ther my  prayers,  fubmiffivenefs,  nor 
tears,  can  move  him,  Ictus  teccli  man- 
kind that  it  is  dangerous  to  irritate  a 
heart  that  looks  upon  death  as  the  end 
of  mifery.' 

Samir-agib  went  out  of  the  grove  in 
this  refolution,  and  left  Ghionluk  as  much 
furprized   as    afflicled   at  what   he    had 
learnt.      The  prince  his  fon  was  very 
dear  to  him  :  he  had  a  great  kindnefs  for 
my  filter  and  I,  (cor.tir.ued  Satche-  Cara;) 
but  the  kingdom  of  Bifnagar  imlhitd 
him  in  favour  of  Donei-Kei  in.     Here- 
tired,  nerc-rthelefs,  very  unamin  what 
to  ii:;  upcn  ;  and,  after  having  rejoined 
his  train,  he  locked  himfelf  up  in  his 
apartments,  and  wovild  be  feen  by  no- 
body.    His  mind  was  in  great  agitation 
all  the  reft  of  that  day  and  ilie  following 
night;  but,  his  fon's  iati&faclion  being! 
dearer  to  him  than  that  which  he  expe£ltd 
from   feeing  him   united    with    Donei- 
Kerin,  he  no  longer  hefitated  what  to  do, 
but  fent  for  Samir-agib.     '  My  fon,' 
faid  he  to  him,  '  I  know  what  paifes  in 
the  bottom  of  your  heart:  you  : 
love  with  Sirma;  and,  whatever  reafons 
I  may  have  to  oppcfc  this  pafTion,  I 
yet  approve  it,  becaufe  it  is,  I  find,  the 
chief  happinefs  of  your  life.  But  nsthu 
authority  I  have  over  UK:  Princefs  of 
'  Borneo 
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Borneo  might  induce  the  world  to  be- 
lieve that  I  made  ufe  or"  that  power  to 
unite  you  together,  we  muft  think  of 
fome  means  to  bring  it  about  without 
endangering  my  honour.' 
Samir-apb  at  t'-.ef;-  words  was  as  much 
amazed  as  it  is  pofiilie  to  imagine,   lie 
blufhed,  bent  his  eyes  to  the  ground,  and 
was  ibrne  time  without   anfwerina;  the 
king  his  iiuher,  fearing  that   n.onarch 
might  make  ufe  of  this  anirice  only  to 
difcover  his  p;.!lion  for  Sirma ;  but,  being 
come  a  little  to  hinifelf,  he  thought  he  law 
fo  much  ingenuoufnels  in  GhionUik  s 
aflionsy  that,  throwing  himlHf  at  his 
feet — 'Ah!  my  lord/  (aid  he,  embracing 
them, '  how  can  I  exprefs  the  ienfe  I  have 
'  of  your  goodnefs  ?  You  restore  me  to 

*  li|e  in  the  very  moment  when  perhaps 

*  I  was  going  to  give  myfelf  up  to  the 

*  moft  fatal  deipair.     Yes,  ruy  lord,  I 

*  adore  the  lovely  Sirma.     The  blood 

*  that  joins  our  families  has  fo  bound  our 

*  hearts  to  each  other,  that  nothing  but 

*  death  can  diflblve  ib  lovely  a  union; 

*  and,   fince  your  majelly  is  willing  lo 
'  confent  to  it,  there  is  a  fure  way  to 

*  avoid  wounding  your  delicacy  in  this 
'  point.    The  prmoefs  is  of  age  to  fill  a 
(  throne;    give  me  leave,   my   lord,   to 

*  place  her  upon  that  of  her.  anceftors  : 

*  Borneo  is  the  fittelrplaceformeto  win 
'  her  in  ;   and  there  I  am  in  hopes  love 

*  alone  will  prevail  with  her  in  my  fa- 

*  vour.' 

*  How  Ingenuous  is  yourpafTionP  re- 
plied GhtonTnk,  embracing  the  prince  his 
ion.  *  Go  then,"  faid  he,  '  inform  your 
'  princefs  yourfelf  of  this  news,  and  make 
'  all  the  necdfary  preparations  for  con- 

*  dueling  her  to  Borneo.' 

I  was  with  my  filter  (continued  the 

young  Indian  princefs)  when  Samir-a^ib 

entered    her  apartment.     Joy   fparkled 

in  his  eyes;  and  he  was  ib  tranfported 

with  the  converlation  he  had  had  with 

the  king  his  father,  that  it  was  fome  time 

before  he  could  lueak.     He  embraced 

Sirma's  knees  in  a  rapture.     '  Charming 

princefs/  laid  he, '  at  length  every  thing 

confpires  to  my  good  fortune;  Dcnei- 

Kerin  is  now  no  longer  mentioned; 

you  are  from  this  day  Queen  of  Borneo: 

I  have  juft  received  orders  to  prepare 

every  thing  for  placing  you  upon  the 

throne  of  that  kitigdom;  there  you  will 

be  abfohitely  miitrefs  of  your  own  will; 

and  there  I  will  live  and  die  your  (lave.' 

My  fitter  felt  an  infinite  deal  of  ioy  at 

this  news }    (he  railed  up  Samir-agib. 


'  My  dear  coufin,'  faid  (he  to  him,  *  my 
'  will    (hall    be   always    fubmiffive   to 
'  yo.:r  s,  iince  from  this  day  I  a  cue. 
'  for  my  lord  and  hufband;  and  J 
'  never  think  myfclf  happy  any  L 
'  than  while  I  enjoy  your  tenden       . 

I  was  prefent  at  this  con  venation, 
which  gave  me  inconceivable  fatisfactron, 
(continued  Satche-Cara :)  it  ended  in 
Frances  of  love;  and  the  prince 
tiv.'n  retired  to  give  orders  for  cur  depar- 
ture, which  was  fixed  for  the  fifteenth 
day  following.  During  that  timemy  iiiber 
received  the  complements  of  the  principal 
lords  of  Java;  every  one  of  them,  in  order 
to  ingratiate  himfclf  with  the  young 
prince,  whofe  paffion  nobody  was  unac- 
quainted with,  made  magnificent  pre- 
fents  to  the  new  Queen  of  Borneo;  and 
our  apartment,  which  was  generally  ac- 
cefiible  to  none  but  Samir-agib,  was  open 
to  eveiy  body  during  the  time  we  were 
to  (lay  at  Java. 

This,  Madam,  (continued  the  young 
Indian  priuceis)  was  the  beginning  tit"  , 
my  misfortunes.  A  Jew  named  Ifaac 
Mier,  as  I  learned  afterwards,  made  t; 
wrong  ufe  of  this  liberty:  he  (hw  me;  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  pleafe  him ;  tind  he 
had  the  infolence  to  raile  his  wishes  even 
to  poflefs  me.  As  he  knew  not  wh;it 
way  to  bring  about  his  defires,  he  had 
recourfe  to  a  famous  inchantrefs  named 
Doubana,  and  promifed  her  a  confidera- 
ble  fum,  if  by  he^art  (he  flioiild  make  jr.e 
inclinable  to  return  his  paflioii. 

Doubana,  \mder  the  molt  modeft  ap- 
pearance in  the  world,  infmuated  hci'ieif 
into  the  palace:  ilie  got  acquainted  with 
fome  of  my  women-ilaves,  and  en; 
them,  with  my  permiifion,  to  go  to  m:iJ:e 
merry  at  a  little  houfe  which  ihc  had  in  a 
delicious  place  called  the  Fountain  x  f 
Rofes;  becaufe,  indeed,  there  is  aiprir  ^ 
there  that  takes  it's  fource  from  tiie  foot 
of  a  rcfe-bufli,  which  beais  fic;\vijrs  ;ill 
the  year  round;  it  was  net  two  leagues 
from  Java  to  that  houfe.  My  women  at 
their  return  gave  me  fo  delightful  a-n  ac- 
count of  it,  that  I  was  curiors  to  be  a 
judge  of  it  mvfelf.  I  would  have  per- 
i'uaded  my  filter  to  have  gone  with  me, 
but  (lie  was  too  much  taken  up  with  pre- 
paring for  her  voyage;  and  I  letDoii- 
bana  know  that  I  would  come  the  next 
day  to  (ee  her  country  houfe,  accomjc.- 
nied  only  by  eight  of  my  women  ar.J 
twelve  black  eunuchs. 

I  was  received  by  that  perfidious  v/o- 
man  with  all  the  appear-uices  oi  -th*;  fm- 

cutil 
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cereft  refpeft.  After  having  feen  -the 
liouie,  which  was  very  neat,  I  went  down 
into  the  gardens.  As  it  was  yet  pretty 
hot,  Doubana  prefented  me  with  a  veil 
of  a  rofe-colour,  which  I  put  upon  my 
head;  but  I  was  hardly  covered  with  it, 
•when  I  found  nn  unknown  fire  running 
from  vein  to  vein:  I  was  ignorant  what 
it  was  that  I  felt ;  a  Isnguiflung  tender- 
nefs  had  feized  ail  my  ftnfes;  and  I  was 
afhamed  to  think  of  ihe  reflections  on 
which  my  mind  was  then  employed.  In 
inert,  Madam,  I  walked  off  alone  from 
my  train,  muling  upon  the  extraordinary 
circumftances  I  w«s  in.  Moderry  in- 
duced me  to  be  defirous  of  folitude ;  I 
turned  into  a  little  wood,  and  had  fe- 
veral  times  walked  over  all  the  alleys, 
when  Ifaac  M'er,  whom  I  did  not  yet 
know  for  what  he  was,  accolted  me  with 
an  air  very  tV.il  of  perplexity:  I  then 
grew  feniible  ot  my  imprudence,  and 
would  have  avoided  the  fight  of  that  man 
by  hiding  myfelf  in  my  veil,  when  I  law 
him  at  my  knees  declaring  his  love  in 
terms  I  was  hitherto  unacquainted  with. 
I  at  firlL  repulled  him,  without  making 
myfelf  kr.own  ;  but,  as  he  followed  me 
wherefoever  I  went,  I  was  relolved  to  in- 
form him  of  my  quality;  by  this  means 
I  thought  to  have  put  an  end  to  his  im- 
portunity. But  what  was  my  wonder 
when  the  infolent  fpoke  to  me  thus  :  '  I 
'  am  not  ignorant,  Madam,  that  I  ad- 

*  drefs   mylelf  to  the  Princefs  Satche- 
f  Cara,  nor  how  much  diitance  there  is 
'  between  her  and  me ;  but  my  love  is 
'  ftrongcr  than  all  the  reflections  I  can 
f  make  to  extir.g'.:ifli  it;  conlent  with  a 

*  good  grace,   Madam,'   continued   he 
impudently,  '  to  unite  your  dtftiny  to 
'  mine,  or  nil  tre  powers  upon  earth  can- 
'  not  lave  you  from  being  forced  to  do 

*  it.' 

I  trembled  with  indignation  at  thefe 
infolent  threats;  but, whatever  venom  lay 
hid  in  Drr.bana's  veil,  it  had  not  at  all 
the  effecl  that  w:;s  probably  exptcled 
from  it.  I  could  no  longer  endure  the 
boldneis  of  the  jew.  '  Wretch,'  (aid  I, 
in  a  tone  full  of  anger,  '  whoever  thou 
'  art,  fly  frcm  my  preienrethis  moment, 
'  if  thou  wo;ildeft  avoid  the  p..ni/hmcu! 
«  thoudcftrveft!* 

Ilaac  Mi*-r  was  furpmed  at  the  firm- 
nefs  with  which  I  fpoke  to  him;  he  flew 
away  trcmbl:ng,  and  went  to  give  the  eti- 
chantrd's  an  accornt  of  the  little  fuccefs 
he  had  met  with. 

1  j  tmained  quite  loft  in  my  reflections, 


and  could  not  recover  frcm  my  furpme, 
when  Sidhim,  one  of  nry  maids,  came 
running  to  me — '  Ah,  Madam  ' 
fi\e~,  in  a  terrible  fright,  '  what  place  are 
we  come  to  r  The  famous  enchar.trefs 
that  is  miftrefs  of  it,  has  grofsly  de- 
ceived   us    by   her   virtuous    appear- 
ance, which  would  have  blinded  any 
body.     That   bafe  woman  confpires 
again  ft  your  honour.    I  was  behind  a 
thick  row  of  rofe-buihes,  when  I  &w 
a  man  in  great  diforder  accoit  her,  and 
whifper  fomething  which  I  could  not 
hear.    Doubana  ftudit-d  lor  fome  mo- 
ments; and  then,  diitcting  her  Ipecch 
to  him — "  Let  not  tht  princeis's  rciift- 
ance  difturb  yen,"  ir.id  fhe  to  him;  "  I 
will  foon  deliver  her  to  your  deiiresj 
only  take  care  of  one  thing:  it  is  but 
a  ftiort  half-quarter  of  a  league  Yrcm 
hence  to  the  habitation  of  Fimaz,  who 
is  caiied  the  Genius  of  Wifdom;  hinder 
the  princefs  from  turning  herfteps  to- 
wai'ds  her  palace.  All  my  power  is  ufe- 
lels  if  once  Jhefets  her  foot  there;  and 
we  may. both  repent  the  undertaking 
we  are  embarked  in  as  long  as  we  live. 
Go  back,  therefore,  immediately  to 
Satche-Cara,  and   do  not  leave  her 
until  I  come  to  you ;  I  will  in  the  mean 
time  give  fuch  orders  as  are  neccffai  y 
for  breaking  this  ftubborn  virtue  of 
her's."      Ah  !    let  us  fly  this  mo- 
ment, my  dear  Sidhim,'  cried  I;  '  I 
tremble  all  over:  let  us  lave  ourfdves, 
if  pofllble,  from  this  pernicious  abode, 
and  fly  to  leek  the  prott£lion  of  Fir- 
naz.' 

Two  young  hinds  frighted  by  the  noife 
of  the  hunifineii,  could  not  have  run 
morefwiitly  than  we  then  did.  We  fortu- 
nately met  with  a  little  door  that  opened 
out  of  the  garden  into  an  avenue  full  of 
thorns  and  brambles,  and  which  in  feme 
placts  was  fo  narrow,  that  it  tore  our 
faces  and  hands.  We,  (lighting  tins  ob- 
ltru£Hon,  made  our  way  through  a  thou- 
land  bufties  that  dyed  us  all  in  blood, 
and  we  foon  perceived  a  little  palace  of  an 
antique  ftrufture,  which  1  judged  to  be 
Firnaz's  by  the  difficulty  there  was  in 
getting  to  it.  We  were  new  but  a  f  <-\v 
ireps  trcm  it,  when  tl  s  en- 

cnantrcfs,  who  rendered  it  of  a  fuddtii 
invifible,  (topped  up  01  r  |;r:li":i^t 
wide  river  which  appeared  befuie  our 
eves.  This  at  firft  frightened  me;  I  ut 
chufing  rather  to  die  than  ';.!!  into  Dou- 
bana's  power,  1  took  Sidhim  by  the  ham', 
and  precipitated  myfell  </th(. 
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ihream,  when  I  found  myfelf  pulled  back 
by  my  cloaths.  '  You  fly  in  vain,'  laid 
the  deceitful  enchantrefs  to  me  ;  '  I  mail 

*  now  make  you  obey  my  pleafure.'    I 
tried  to  no  purpofe,  Madam,  to  move  her 
by  my  tears  and  entreaties :  the  villainous 
Jew  that  accompanied  her,  gave  me  to 
underltand  that  nothing  could  diiTuade 
him  from  his  reiblutioii ;  and  they  were 
carrying  back  Sidhim  and  me  towards 
the  Fountain  of  Rofes,  when  a  nightin- 
gale, flying  to  me.. with  all  it's  ipeed, 
perched  upon  my  Ihoulder,  and  dropped 
in  my  breait  a  ring  of  gold. 

I  looked  upon  this  ring  as  a  prefcnt 
from  heaven:  Ipreiently  put  it  upon  my 
finger,  and  had  no  fooner  implored  Fir- 
naz's  afliftance,but  Doubanaand  the  Jew 
fell  backwards;  the  river  that  had  flopped 
me  from  entering  the  Genius's  palace 
difappeared  from  before  my  eyes,  and  I 
no  longer  faw.  upon  my  head  the  en- 
elrantrel's's  pernicious  veil. 

In  that  fituation,  Madam,  (continued 
the  Princefs  of  Borneo)  I  left  this  vile 
forcerefs  and  the  execrable  Jew ;  and, 
entering  into  the  palace  of  Firnaz,  I  found 
my  difpofitions  entirely  changed  from 
what  they  were  before. 

The  Genius  received  Sid'aim  and  my- 
felf with  extreme  tendernefs.  '  My  dear 
'  children,"  faid  (he,  addreffing  herfelf  to 
me,  '  few  perfons  of  your  age  and  lex 

*  are  difpofed  to  viiit  me.     My  name 

*  alone  is  become  fo  difguftful,  mankind 

*  feldom  approach  my  palace  till  they  are 
'  worn  out  with  age,  or  debauched  with 
(  fenfuality.     But,  imce  you  fought  my 
'  protection,  it  v.  as  but  juft  that  I  mould 
'  counter-aft  the  infamous  Doubana  in 
'  fending  you  the  Ring  of  Reflection. 
'  This  ring   is  of  mighty  efficacy :  it 

*  .rectifies  in  youth  the  violence  of  our 

*  pafllons,  and  teaches  us  to  follow  with 
'  pleafure  the  ftrift  rules  of  untainted 

*  purity;  and,  though  you  have  lei's  need 

*  of  luch  a  ring  than  another,  preferve  it, 
'  I  conjure  you,  as  an  eternal  pledge  of 
'  my  friendfhip;  for  it  will  (hortly  direft 

*  you  in  the  choice  of  a  rpouie  worthy 

*  of  yourfclf.' 

'  Mighty  Firnaz!  propitious  Genius!' 
anfwered  I,  proftrating  mylUf  r.t  her 
feet,  '  how  am  I  obliged  to  you  for  this 
'  Icufonable  affiftance?  The  remem- 
'  brance  of  it  will  be  gratefully  imprelTed 
'  on  my  mind  even  to  my  dying  hour: 

*  but,  to  this  unmerited  goodnei's,  add 
'  one  inftance  morej-  tell  me,  I  befeech 
'  you,  who  is  tlii*  odious  creature  with 


'  whom  the  forcerefs  would  have  united 
'  me?' 

The  -Genius,  Madam,  as  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you,  foon  acquainted 
me  that  the  audacious  villain  was  the  foil 
of  a  Jew,  and  called  himfelf  Ifaac  Mier. 
She  then  drew  his  character  in  fuch  hi- 
deous colours,  that  I  tremble  to  recite 
the  danger  I  have  undergone. 

'  But,  Madam/  laid  I  to  the  Genius, 
'  mult  this  perfidious  magician  ftill  con- 

*  tinue  to  leduce,  with  impunity,   the 

*  young  and  unexperienced;  and  the  in- 

*  famous  Ilkac  receive  no  punifnment  for 
'  his  crime?' 

'  My  dear  daughter,'  replied  the  Ge- 
nius, '  this  truly  laudable  refentmont 
'  highly  delights  me.  I  have  already 
'  anticipated  your  fevereftwifhes.  Dou- 
'  bana  fnall  be  p-unilhed  in  that  way 
4  which  moft  fenfibly  affefts  a  woman  s 
'  (he  is  driven  with  fhame  and  confufiou 

*  from  the  Fountain  of  Roles ;  her  figure 
'  is   become  fo  frightful,  as  to  ini'pire 
'  mankind  with   honor.     As   for  the 

*  Tew,  he  is  from  tins  hour  confined  to 

*  a  large  iron  cage,  where  four  monfters 
'  fhall  continually  drain  oft'  his  pureft 
'  blood,  if  any  thing  pure  can  flow  from 
'  a  body  fo  contaminated  as  his;  and  ia 
'  this  condition  he  is  doomed  to  end  his 
'  days,  overwhelmed  with  the  flings  of  a 

*  guilty  conicience.' 

This  method  of  executing  juftice 
pleafed  me  wonderfully ;  and  having 
again  thanked  the  Genius,  I  defired  her 
to  permit  me  to  return  to  the  palace  of 
Ghionluk.  She  tranfported  me  thither  iu 
an  inltant;  where,  after  re-afleuibling 
my  women  and  eunuchs  who  had  attend- 
ed me  to  the  Fountain  of  Rofes,  all  Java 
was  informed  of  this  furprizing  adven- 
ti  re.  As  Firnaz  had  charged  herfelf 
with  the'  puuifhment  of  t  hofe  wretches,  we 
thought  no  more  of  them  ;  but,  parting 
from  Java,  we  happily  arrived  fome  days 
after  at  Borneo.  My  filler  was  then  pro- 
claimed queen,  and  immediately  pub- 
liihed  her  nuptials  with  the  prince  her 
coulln. 

The  uncommon  good  qualities  of  Sa- 
ra ir-agib  were  fo  well  known  at  Borneo, 
•-hat  they  were  delighted  with  his  accef- 
llon  to  the  throne.  Nothing  was  to  be 
feen  but  joy  and  feftivity  for  upwards  of 
a  month;  and  the  principal  lords  of  Bor- 
neo invented  every  day  diverfions  to 
entertain  the  new  king. 

1  confefs,  Madam,  I  could  not  bshcld 
my  filter's  g-oJ  fom.iie  without  ibine 

degree 
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degree  of  re° ret;  and  I  conceived  fach  an 

h:^;i  opinion  of  her  happineis,  that  I  in- 
y  whhed  to  he  as  grand  as  the 
of  Borneo. 

One  ever  ing,  as  I  was  walking  in  the 
gardens  of  the  patace  \vith  Sidhim,  I 
few  fomething  glitter  at  my  feet  on  the 
gravel}  1  picked  it  uphaftily,  and  found 
it  to  be  a  picture  in  miniature,  enriched 
with  diamonds  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

I  gazed,  but  not  without  iome  emo- 
tion, on  this  lovely  picture,  which  repre- 
a  j  cimg  man  ofexqtnfite  beauty. 
Upon  i  lie  Ring  cf  Rejection ,  I 

perceived  my  her.it  violently,  attached  to 
the  original;  hut,  diftruffing  the  furpme 
I  war,  in — '  Where  are  you,  powerful 
Femaz?'  cried  I.  '  Surely  you  will 
never  approve  that  I  fhouldlb  iuddenly 
abandon  myit-lf  to  fo  flattering  an  in- 
clination, which  draws  me  to  fo  charm- 
ing an  object.' — '  You  may  refign 
yotirlelf  without  referve  to  the  fecret 
motion  with  which  Love  has  infpired 
you,'  replied  a  voice,  which  I  knew  to 
be  that  of  the  Genius,  without  feeing 
her.  *  The  prince  whom  that  picture 

*  rcprefents  fhall  be  thy  Ipoufe.'     I  was 
tiT.iupnrted  with  joy  to  hear  the  Genius 
of  Reafon  authorize  me  to  love  a  prince 
Ib  compleatly  perfect  ;  I  flattered  myleif 
that  I  mould  one  day  be  advanced  with 
bim  to  enjoy  fupreme  felicity- 
Judge,  Madam,  if  I  flattered  myfelf 

without  acaufe. 

Saying  this,  fhe  p>:t  into  my  hand  a 
little  gold  box  which  contained  the  pic- 
ture of  her  lover.  I  had  no  fooner  opened 
it,  than  I  crifti — '  O  Heaven,  what  do  I 
'  fee!  What!  is  this  the  picture  of 

*  your  intended  fpoule?      Satche-Cara 
was  aftonifheu1    at  .the   exclamations  I 
made.     '  Do  you  know  then,'  faid  me 
very  earneftly,  '  this  prince  ?     Ah,  Ma- 
'  d'.m!  if  yon  do,  anfwer  me  directly,  I 

*  conjure  you  ?'     I  hefilated  a  few  mo- 
ments; but  the  princels  growing  impa- 
tient, I  was  <  lell  her  I  owed 
tny  life  to.  the  iiule  Eoulaman-Sang- 
hicr  ;  who,  it  fbmir,  was  uil  t'.iis  time  her 
lover.     '  This  prince,'  fai  1  I,  '  is  veiy 

veil  accomr lifted,  and  extremely  well 
made;  I  iay  nothing  of  his  other 
charm*,  a*  that  picture  refembles  him 
to  the  life.  It  is  tiue,  his  great  foul  is 
tncloffd  in  a  little  body;  which  is  the 
only  def  t£r,  if  it  may  be  called  one, 
that  btlcngs  to  him.'  I  then  recited 
the  particulars  of  the  combat  between 


the  Prince  of  Achem  and  Cofay'b,  ari$ 
acknowledged,  in  a  few  words,  the  obli- 
gation I  was  under  to  the  prince. 

The  young  Indian  being  put  to  a 
nonplus,  fne  confulted  her  ring  with  great 
attention ;  and,  after  a  confidevablepaofe , 
replied  thus:  '  What!  though  the  fize  of 
this  prince  h  but  little,  as  you  afliire 
me,  that  defect  is  of  no  conierjticnce^ 
provided,thc  goodnefs  cf  his  herat  com- 
penfatcs  for  the  morfnefs  of"  his  ilature. 
The  Genius  who  is  my  protecirefs 
is  too  wife  to  fuffer  me  to  be  matched 
with  an xinfoitable  perfon.  However, 
let  us  fubmit  without  complaining  of 
our  deftiny,  and  patiently  'refign  our- 
felves  to  the  difpofal  of  the  god  Vich- 
nou.' 

She  then  refu'med  the  thread  of  her 
hiftory  in  the  following  terms. 

The  lively  impreflion-  this  piclnre 
made  in  my  mind,  kept  it  always  before 
my  eyes  ;  and,  whenever  I  attended  the 
king  and  queen  to  the  chace,  I  withdrew 
purely  to  indulge  the  dear  delight  of 
gazing  on  it  alone  and  without  inter- 
ruption. 

One  day,  as  I  was  thus  occupied,  a 
violent  fhower  of  rain  overtook  me. 
Darknefs  fucceededthe  ftorm;  and, when 
I  would  fain  have  gained  the  middle  of 
the  chace,  my  horfe  being  ftartled  at  the 
thunder  and  lightning,  ran  with  me 
through  unknown  paths.  Night  was  at 
hand ;  and,  being  greatly  perplexed,  I 
alighted;  and  leading. my  horfe  by  the 
bridle,  perceived  a  light,  at  a  great  clif- 
tance,  to  glimmer  through  fome 
Turning  my  fteps  that  way,  the  fur- 
ther I  walked,  the  further  it  appeared.  I 
followed  it  near  an  hour,  without  being 
aware  of  the  danger  to  which  I  was  ex- 
pofed.  At  laft,  being  heartily  tired,  I 
tied  my  horfe  to  a  tree,  laid  down,  and 
flept  very  comfortably.  But  when  I 
awoke,  jndge,  Madam,  if  you  can,  the 
terror  I  was  in  to  fee  myleif  on  the  verge 
of  a  tremendous  precipice;  for  if  I  had 
proceeded  a  few  fteps  farther,  I  mould 
infallibly  have  been  darned  to  pieces.  I 
ivcolk&cd,  as  foon  as  my  fright  would 
permit,  that  I  was  conducted  to  this 
place  by  one  of  thole  elementary  Ipiiits 
who  fj-orl  thtmfelvts  with  the  lives  of 
perfons  travelling  in  the  dark.  Altering 
my  courfe,  I  proceeded  very  (lowly  for 
about  an  hour  5  when  I  found  myfelf  on 
the  (en -more.  I  was  now  dreadfully 
alarmed  j  for  not  a  foul  appeared  to  put 

me 
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me  in  the  right  road.  In  the  midft  of 
this  cruel  perplexity,  out  ftarted  four  ne- 
groes from  behind  Ibme  rocks;  and  ieiz- 
ing  the  bridle  of  my  horfe,  they  took  me 
in  their  arms ;  and,  in  fpite  of  my  cries 
and  entreaties,  bore  me  to  a  fliallop  juft 
by.  Two  of  thefe  wretches  rowed  with 
all  their  might;  while  the  other  two  pre- 
vented me  from  plunging  into  the  fea, 
till  they  reached  a  mip  which  rode  about 
half  a  league  from  the  place  where  I  was 
fo  unhappy  as  to  lofe  my  liberty. 

They  prefentedme  to  the  mailer  of  the 
veflel,  who  was  a  very  tall  lufty  man, 
and  whole  thick  hanging  eye-brows, 
louring  afpeft,  and  (hort  wiy  neck, 
were  frightful  enough.  He  carried  me  . 
into  his  cabin,  and  accofted  me  with  an 
inlblent  air  :  <  Dry  up  your  tears/  laid 
the  brute,  '  and  thank  the  great  Pro- 
c  phet  that  he  has  deftined  you  to  the  ho- 
'  nours  of  my  bed.'  Far  from  comply- 
ing withhis  orders,  I  redoubled  my  tears. 
The  hardened  villain,  without  regard- 
ing my  anguifli,  approached  to  embrace 
me;  which  fo  provoked  me,  that  I  {hatch- 
ed a  poniard  from  his  fide,  and  plunged 
it  directly  ir.to  his  heart.  The  noife  of 
his  fall  alarmed  and  brought  feveral  of 
the  crew  into  the  cabin,  which  rung  with 
their  cries.  I  (till  held  the  poniard  in  my 
hand, and  was  juftgoingto  turn  the  point 
of  it  to  my  own  breaft,  when  one  of  them 
held  my  arm.  It  was  the  cruel  Na- 
kour,  the  unworthy  fon  of  him  whom  I 
had  juft  killed.  Perfidious!'  faid  he, 
foaming  with  rage ;  '  the  death  you  are 
'  about  to  inflict  upon  yourfelf,  is  too 
'  mild  and  too  glorious.  No,  you  (hall 
'  expire  under  the  mcft  excruciating  tor- 
'  ments  ingenuity  itfelf  can  invent/  My 
hands  and  feet  were  prefently  chained ; 
and,  when  I  was  turned  down  into  the 
hold,  the  principal  officers  were  fum- 
raoned  to  determine  the  manner  of  my 
execution  :  but  while  they  werethus  con- 
fulting  about  my  death,  a  fail  appeared 
fleering  dire6lly  towards  them.  Athirft 
for  prey  fufpended  all  thoughts  of  ven- 
geance: Nakour  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
attack ;  but,  when  he  faw  the  enemy 
hoift  his  flag,  he  trembled  for  the  event, 
as  he  well  knew  it  to  belong  to  the  cele- 
brated Faruk.  This  latter  had  never 
been  vanquifhed.  Fortune  and  the  fea, 
which  are  fo  i  neon  (tan  t  to  others,  were 
hitherto  fubject  to  him.  Our  mip  being 
boarded ,  an  obftinate  en  gagement  enfued : 
at  hit,  Nakour  and  the  ftoutelt  part  of 


his  crew  being  killed,  the  reft  were  oblig- 
ed to  furrender  their  arms.  The  con- 
queror entered,  and  vifited  every  part  of 
our  mip;  and  being  informed  of  thecaufe 
of  my  chains,  he  highly  applauded  the 
refolution  I  had  taken ;  and,  having  or- 
dered me  to  be  unbound,  I  was  with  the 
reft  of  the  prifontrs  conducted  to  his 
mip,  and  that  of  Nakour  was  immedi- 
ately funk. 

Behold,  Madam,  (continued  Satche- 
Cara)  behold  the  fource  of  all  my  woes ! 
You  fee  how  the  ftars  perfecute  me:  they 
fet  me  as  a  mark  for  the  wicked  Jew ; 
and,  if  I  had  not  owed  my  efcape  to  a 
miracle,  I  infallibly  mould  have  fallen  a 
victim  to  his  horrid  deligns.  Afterwards, 
I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  brutal  corfair; 
and  now  I  am  become  the  capture  of 
another.  And  though  I  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  Faruk,  yet  it  mu ft"  be 
allowed  a  chain  of  misfortunes  have  al- 
ways attended  me;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  predictions  of  Firnaz,  I  fee  no  like- 
lihood of  a  period  being  put  to  my  afflic- 
tion. 


THE  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HIS- 
TORY OF  GULCUL1  -  CHEMAME, 
PRINCESS  OF  TEFLIS. 

IUfed,  my  lord,  (continued  the  lovely 
Georgian)  every  effort  I  was  miftrefs 
of  todifpel  the  melancholy  of  this  captive 
princefs.  And,  indeed,  her  grief  began 
vifibly  to  abate;  when  we  were  encoun- 
tered by  a  mip  whofe  poop  and  marts 
were  gilt,  and  whole  fails  were  of  a  flame- 
coloured  fattin.  This  fingularity  in- 
fpired  Faruk  to  attack  this  veflel,  though, 
by  her  appearance,  fhe  could  not  be  a 
corfair ;  however,  upon  giving  the  fignal, 
they  engaged  with  prodigious  ardour  and 
intrepidity. 

The  commander  of  this  (hip  was  a 
black  about  fix  feet  high.  Ke  expofed 
his  perfon  to  every  danger;  and,  by  his 
prefence  and  example,  fo  animated  his 
foldiers,  that  they  all  fought  like  a  com- 
pany of  heroes. 

This  warrior,  who  feemed  to  recover 
new  rirength,  leaped  into  our  mip;  and, 
as  foon  as  he  beheld  Satche-Cara  and 
myfelf,  he  hewed  down  all  that  ftood  in 
his  way. 

Faruk  began  now  to  be  greatly  alarm- 
ed at  the  unexampled  courage  of  this 
mighty  hero;  and,  believing  that  himfelf 
K  alone 
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alone  was  able  to  oppofe  him,  clofed 
«vith  him.  Never,  my  lord,  were  cham- 
pions feen  to  exert  more  fkill  and  cou- 
rage; the  foldiers  on  each  fide  fufpended 
their  blows,  that  they  might  behold  thofe 
of  their  refpective  commanders.  At 
laft,  Fortune  decided  the  vi£lory ;  or,  to 
fpeak  more  properly,  the  arms  of  the 
blatk  captain  were  better  tempered  than 
thole  of  Faruk,  who  received  two  large 
wounds,  which  he  funk  under.  In  this 
condition,  the  corfair  thought  it  no  dif- 
grace  to  furrender.  '  I  am  vanquished 
'  for  the  firft  time,'  faid  Faruk :  *  but, 
'  Sir,  if  you  will  fpare  me  my  life,  I  mall 
'  be  eternally  indebted  to  your  genero- 
'  fity.' — '  Rife,  then,'  faid  the  conqueror, 
reaching  him  his  hand.  '  Others,  per- 
'  haps,  might  have  loaded  you  with 

*  chains  ;  inftead  of  which,  I  admit  you 
4  amongft  the   number  of  my  friends: 

*  and,  as  a  proof  of  my  efteem,  I  reitore 

*  you  your  fhip,  with  all  her  company, 
'  except  thefe  two  princcffes,  whom  I 
«  demand  as  the  reward  of  my  victory.' 

How  great  foever  the  pafiion  might  be 
tvith  which  I  had  infpired  Faruk,  (conti- 
nued Gulguli-Chemame)  he  ftrove  to 
fupprefs  his  affection  when  the  conqueror 
.claimed  Satche-Caraand  myfelf.  '  The 

*  life,  Sir,'  faid  he  to  the  black  captain, 
'  which  you  offer  me,  is  lefs  dear  to  me 

*  than  one  of  thel'e  princcfles;  however, 
'  I  yield  her  np :  and,  though  penetrated 
'  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  mylofs,  I  do  not 

repine  at  your  good  fortune.' 
The  young  princefs  and  myfelf  were 
more  dead  than  alive;  and  having  ten- 
derly embraced  each  other,  we  were  on 
the  point  of  jumping  into  the  fea,  rather 
than  become  a  prey  to  the  black  captain; 
when  this  illuftrious  warrior,  taking  off 
his  turban,  dillovered  a  face  which  be- 
fore was  concealed  under  a  very  fine  black 
crape.    We  were  all  ftruckwith  amaze- 
ment: but  nothing  could  equal  the  afto- 
niftunent  of  Satche-Cara  and  myfelf;  (lie 
perceived  in  the  conqueror  the  original  of 
ner  picture,  and  I  beheld  all  the  features 
of  the  little  Prince  of  Achem.     We  flood 
fixed  like  a  couple  of  Itatues  ;  when  the 
hero,  fmiling  at  our  furprize,  directed  his 
fpeech  to  me,     '  You  are  not  deceived, 
moll  amiable  Gulguli-Chcmame.  The 
prince  who  is  now  in  your  prefence  is 
not  unknown  to  you,  though  he  inuft 
never  appear  again  under  his  former 
character.       The    Fairy   Mulladine, 
who  protected  UK  from  the  tyranny  of 


'  Cofayb,  extends  her  favours  even  be* 
'  "yond  my  moft  fanguine  expectations  ; 
'  the  hiftory  of  which  I  am  going  to  re- 
'  late  to  you.'  Saying  this,  he  conducted 
Satche-Cara,  Faruk,  and  myfelf,  to  his 
own  fhip,  where  we  were  repofed  on 
cufhions  of  embroidered  gold ;  and,  af- 
ter Faruk's  wounds  were  drafted,  which 
were  not  dangerous,  he  thus  began. 


THE  CONCLUSION  OF  THE  HISTORY 
OFBOU  LA  MA  NSANG-HIER,  PRINCE 
OF  ACHEM. 

IT  is  impoflible,  Madam,  for  me  to  ex- 
prefs  the  extreme  anguifh  I  endured 
when  I  law  you  afcend  your  fliip,  and  af- 
ter you  was  embarked.     As  I  had  not 
the  happinefs  to  obtain. a  place  in  your 
affections,  defpair  ieizcd  my  mind,  and 
my  nextrefolution  centered  in  death.  Full 
of  this  defign,  I  went  back  to  the  palace, 
and  directed  my  fleps  to  the  edge  of  that 
canal  where  I  was  once  fo  happy  as  to 
oblige  the  Fairy  Mulladine.     Here,  be- 
ing agitated  by  fome  unknown  impulfe, 
I  took  a  refolution  to  put  a  period  to  my 
days.  This  thought  was  no  fooner  con- 
ceived than  executed:  I   threw   myfelf 
headlong  into  the  water;  and,  after  fome 
ftraggling,   funk  to  the  bottom.     But 
how  was  the  fcene  amazingly  changed, 
when  I  found  myfelf  in  a  palace  of  cryf- 
tal,  repofed  on  a  fopha  of  yellow  amber! 
Aftonifhed  at  this  miracle,  I  thought  it 
was  but  a  dream;  when  theFairy  appeared 
to  me  again.    '  My  lord,'  faid  flie, '  your 
diftrefs  grieves  me  much;  and  1  am 
forry,  as  you  love  Gulguli-Chpmame, 
that  I  cannot  with  all  my  art  afliit  your 
pafiion :  a  ilranger,  it  feems,  is  deftined 
to   poffefs  her  hand    and   her  heart. 
However,  be  comforted;  I  will  aflift 
you  to   chufe  another  miitrefs    from 
among  a  number  of  the  moft  charming 
princefies  in  the  univerfe.'      Saying 
this,  flic  uttered  to  herfelf  certain  myfte- 
rious  words;  and,  from  that  moment, 
Madam,  I  confefs,  I  perceived  in  my 
heart  that  the  extreme  paffion  which  I 
had  entertained  for  you,  gave  place  only 
to  an  etteem  for  you.     And  now  the- 
Fairy, having  entirely  changed  my  fen- 
timents,  led  me  to  a  private  cabinet  j 
where,  upon  looking  into  sn  enchanted 
glafs,  I  faw  fome  of  the  moft  beautiful 
princcfles  in  the  univerfe.  A  great  num- 
ber of  them  efcapcd  me  without  the  leaft 
attention, 
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attention  :  but  not  fo  when  I  beheld  the 
lovely  Satche-Cara;  her  appearance  re- 
newed thofe  delightful  tranfports  in  a 
more  lively  manner  than  I  had  ever  felt 
before. 


At  thefe  laft  words  (continued  Gul- 
guli-Chemame)  the  Princefs  of  Berneo 
blufhed  extremely,  and  was  about  to  in- 
terrupt the  prince ;  who,  perceiving  her 
confulion,  prevented  her  reply."  '  Per- 

*  mit  me,'  faid  he,  '  Ma'dam,  firft  to  ri- 

*  nifli  a  hiltory  fo  particularly  rare  and 

*  uncommon  as  mine.'     Then,  refum- 
ing  his  difcourfe,  he  thus  proceeded. 


As  foon  as  the  Fairy  obferved  the  rif- 
ings  of  a  frefh  paffion  for  this  amiable 
peribnage,  me  raiiiied  me  very  agreea- 
bly.    '   You   fee,    my  lord,'   faid    me, 
how  effectually  the    charms   of   the 
brown   lady   can  obliterate   thofe  of 
Gulguli-Chemame!      But,   that  no- 
thing may  be  wanting  to  .compleat 
your  good  fortune,  I  will  repair  in  an 
inftant  the  injuftice  you  have  received 
from  Nature.    Drink  this  liquor  with- 
out fear,  and  you  mail  foon  perceive  it's 
happy  effe&s.'  No  fobner  had  I  obey- 
ed the  Fairy,  than  I  felt  a  ftrange  kind 
of  tremor  run  all  over  my  body,  and  my 
limbs  leemed  as  if  they  were  disjointed, 
till  my  whole  frame,  without  altering  my 
features,  became  proportioned  juft  as  you 
now  behold.     '  But  this  is  not  all,'  ad- 
ded Mulladine,  '  I  intend  to  do  for  you ; 

*  I  will  fend  your  picture  to  the  prin- 

*  cefs,  who  muft   crown  your  utmoft 
'  wifties,  and  you  (hall  receive  her's  in 
'  return.'     She  then  prefented  me  a  box 
enriched  with  diamonds;  in  the  bottom 
of  which  was  pourtrayed  the  adorable 
Satche-Cara,    adorned    with  all   thofe 
graces  of  which  me  is  now  pofleffed ; 
and  having  enclofed  my  refemblance  in 
fuch  another  box,  me  further  informed 
me  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  it  mould  have 
the  like  effecl  on  her  heart,  as  her  picture 
had  already  had  on  mine. 

I  was  fo  tranfported  with  a  fenfe  of 
the  Fairy's  goodnefs,  that  I  proftrated 
myfelf  at  her  feet  without  being  able  to 
Utter  one  word.  She  raifed  and  tender- 
ly embraced  me.  «  Go,  my  lord,'  faid 
me,  *  go  and  deliver  the  dear  object  of 
'  your  affections  from  a  miferable  cap- 
"!  tivity  5  and,  at  the  fame  time,  let  Qul- 


'  guli-Chemame  at  liberty,'  The  Fairy, 
having  diiguifed  me  with  her  veil  in  or- 
der to  furprize  you  the  more,  agreeably 
tranfported  me  in  this  gilded  veflel ;  and 
the  winds,  I  find,  have  wafted  me  where 
my  preience  was  moil  neceffary.  I  have 
obeyed  the  commands  of  Mulladinej 
and  am  fo  hapny  as  to  have  executed,  in 
a  mort  time,  all  that  can  contribute  to  my 
future  happinefs,  if  the  charming  Satche- 
Cara  is  dilpofed  to  follow  without  re- 
luctance the  wife  coumels  of  the  Fairy 
my  proteftrefs. 


The  Prince  of  Achem  having  finimed 
his  narration,  (continued  Gulguli-Che- 
mame) the  Princefs  of  Borneo  refufed 
her  confsnt,  while  her  heart  was  ftrug» 
gling  between  a  tendernefs  for  theprince 
and  the  great  modelty  with  which  me 
was  infpired  by  the  Faiiy  Mulladine  and 
her  Ring  of  Reflection.  But,  after  I  had 
ftrougly  preffed  her,  flie  no  longer  fcru- 
pled  to  confefs  that  flie  loved  this  charm- 
ing prince  from  the  moment  flie  found 
hi?  picture. 

Boulaman  Sang-hier  was  overwhelm- 
ed with  joy  when  the  princefs  apprized 
him  of  his  good  fortune  with  her  own 
mouth.  He  exprefleda  tender  and  live- 
ly fer.fe  of  the  many  and  great  obligations 
he  \VP.S  under  to  Mulladine^  when  that 
Fairy  fuddenly  appeared  in  a  /hip  far 
more  fplendid  and  magnificent  than  that 
of  the  Prince  of  Achem,  which  had  ail 
this  time  been  concealed  in  a  cloud  which 
had  rendered  her  invifible. 

The  Faiiy  was  accompanied  by  the 
King  and  _  Queer  of  Java,  and  Prince 
Samir-agib  .and  the  princefs  his  fpoufe. 
I  come,'  faid  Mulladine,  '  to  crown 
my  work. — Behold,  my  lord,'  faid  flie 
o  Boulaman  Sang-hier,  '  there  are  the 
only  perlbns  who  could  oppofe  your 
good  fortune;  and  they  are  now  fo  fa- 
vourably difpofed,  as  to  conlent  hear- 
tily to  your  union  with  the  beautiful 
Satche-Cara.' 

They  all  embraced  each  other  with 
great  tendernefs;  and  the  Faiiy,  who 
was  unwilling  to  defer  their  blifs  any 
longer,  tranfported  them  in  an  inftant  to 
Borneo ;  where,  after  Famk  was  cured 
of  his  wounds,  the  nuptials  of  this  illu- 
ftrious  pair  were  celebrated  with  feaft- 
ings,  triumphs,  and  a  thoufand  other  de- 
monftrations  of  joy. 

K*  TKS 
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*  the  hiftory  of  an  unfortunate  prince, 
THE   CONTINUATION    OF  THE  HIS-     '  whole    lite   has   almoft  always    been 
_>^nv    «»j    *~TTt  OTTT  i_  ^uc»*  A  »*ir       «  marked  with   fome  forrowful  catal- 

'  trophe.' 


TORY     OF     GULOXJLI-CHEMAA1E, 
PRINCESS  OF  TEFLIS. 


FO  R  my  own  part,  (continued  the 
beautiful  Georgian)  however  feli- 
citous I  might  be  to  find  the  prince  whom 
my  dfcftiny  had  allotted  for  me,  I  was  far 
from  being  tired  with  this  illuftrious 
company.     Faruk  was   refolved  not  to 
forfake  me  ;  and,  following  the  example 
of  the  Prince  of  Achem,  he  converted  the 
violence  of  his  paflioninto  a  highefteem 
for  my-perfon.     '  Madam,'  faidhe  one 
day,  '  fince  I  have  not  the  happinefs  to 
be  choien  by  the  great  Prophet  to  re- 
inrtate  you  in  your  kingdom,  I  cannot 
contribute  lefs  to  your  good  fortune, 
than  to  affift  you  in  your  fearch  after 
the  prince  whom  the  ftars  have  ordain- 
ed for  that  purpofe.'     As  I  was  fully 
fatisficxl  of  this  good  man's  fincerity,  (a 
virtue  feldom  found  in  perfons   of  his 
profefTion)  I  made  no  difficulty  in  clof- 
ing  with  his  offers,  and,  without  the  leaft 
hefitation,  put  myfelf  again  under  his 
protection. 

At  length,  my  lord,  after  a  confidera- 
ble  ftay  in  Borneo,  I  embarked  with  Fa- 
ruk.. The  winds  were  very  favourable 
the  firft  three  or  four  days;  but  on  the 
fifth  there  was  fuch  a  furprizing  calm, 
that  we  could  neither  advance  nor  put 
back.  Though  Faruk's  uneafinefs  by 
this  delay  was  different  from  mine,  he 
neglefted  nothing  which  might  ferve  to 
divert  my  chagrin  during  a  calm  of  nine 
days.  To  difpel  which,  he  drove  to 
amufe  me  with  feveral  entertaining  hif- 
tories  ;  and,  as  he  was  very  polite,  and 
poffefl'ed  a  large  fhare  of  good  fenfe,  he 
acquitted  himl'elf  Ib  well,  that  I  heard 
him  with  prodigious  delight.  '  But, 

*  Sir,'  laid  I  to  him,  '  among  all  thefe 
'  Cngular  adventures,  am  I  to  be  left 
'  ignorant  of  your  own  ?     Your  con- 

*  duel  to  me  hitherto  makes  me  fufpeft 

•  lhat  you  are  different  from  what  you 
'  appear  to  be  ;  and  therefore  I  am  more 
'  curious  to  know  vein  hiftory  than  any 

•  I  have  hitherto  heard/ 

My  fufpicions  were  presently  con- 
firmed ;  for  Faruk,  by  an  involuntary 
figh,  difcovered  that  my  cv.riofity  had 
brought  fomething  painful  to  his  remem- 
brance. <  You  have,  Madam,  too  much 

*  power  over  my  mind,'  replied  Faruk, 

•  for  me   any  longer  to  conceal  from 
'  you  who  I  am.     Prepare,  then,  to  hear 


THE  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HIS- 
TORY OF  OUTZ1M-  OCHANTEY, 
PRINCE  OF  CHINA. 

JU  S  T  as  the  Princefs  of  Teflis  (conti- 
nued Ben-Eridoun)  was  about  to  re- 
late to  Outzinv-Ochantey  the  hiftory  of 
FarukjGulpenhe  entered  the  hail .  She  pre- 
fented  her  hand  to  the  young  Prince  of 
China,  and  led  him  to  a  cabinet,  in  which 
was  a  carpet  of  gold  and  liik  ftrewed 
over  with  flowers  o{  an  odoriferous  fmell. 
He  was  then  piei'c-nted  with  role-water 
to  wafti  his  hands,  and  his  beard  was 
perfumed  with  a  fragrant  compofition 
enclofed  in  a  veffel  of  gold.  After  this, 
a  magnificent  collation  was  ferved  up; 
which  being  ended,  Gulpenhe  ordered  all 
her  women  to  withdraw. 

The  prince  trembled  at  this  order;  and 
Gulguli-Chemame,  who  was  not  ex- 
cepted,  gave  him  fuch  a  ibrrowful  look 
at  parting,  that  he  was  once  inclined  to 
rife  from  the  ibpha,  and  leave  Guipen- 
he  to  herfelf;  but,  confidering  fuch  a 
ftep  would  be  highly  imprudent,  he  was 
conftrained  to  ftay ;  and  though  the  prin- 
cefs  ufed  every  artifice  to  engage  his  af- 
feclions,  he  received  all  her  careffes  with 
coldnefs  and  indifference. 

A  behaviour  like  this  would  have 
highly  difgufted  any  other  but  Gulpen- 
he;  but  that  princei's  either  feigned  her- 
felf ignorant  of  this  indifference,  or  tlfe 
attributed  it  to  fome  other  caufe  than 
that  of  contempt.^  She  appeared,  how- 
ever, highly  delighted  with  his  conver- 
fation,  till  the  hour  of  parting  arrived, 
when  fhe  configned  him  to  the  care  of 
Kauroum,  who  was  an  old  and  faith- 
ful confidante  of  her  pleafures.  The 
prince  followed  her ;  but,  in  paflinsj 
through  a  kind  of  dark  gallery,  feme- 
body  mgenioufly  nipped  into  his  hand  a 
billet,  the  fubitance  of  which  was  couch- 
ed iu  the  following  terms. 

*  TT  is  difficult  enough  long  to  refift 

*  the  tender  impreffions  of  that  for  a 
'  perfon  yo«  have  iuft  now  quitted.  But, 
'  my  lord,  I  am  opinion  you  may  elude 

•  her  artifices.     Diffemble  a  while  till 
'  you  can  deliver  me  from  this  railtni- 
'  ble  captivity.     I  hope  to  lee  you  to- 

*  oaoriwj; 
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morrow  at  the  combat  of  tygers,  with 
which  King  Kul'eh  intends  lo  enter- 
tain Prince  Atabek.  If  there  is  no 
fpeaking  with  you  then,  I  will  con- 
trive towards  evening  to  convey  you 
into  my  apartment,  where  I  have  a 
thoufand  things  to  fay. 

«  THE  PRINCESS  OF  TEFLIS.* 

Outzim-Ochantey  kifled  this  letter  a 
thoufand  times  ;  and  now  his  fidelity  be- 
ing ftrongly  confirmed,  he  lay  down  with 
a  heart  full  of  exceflive  joy. 

The  next  morning  Gulpenhe,  purfu- 
ing  her  defign,  lent  to  the  prince,  before 
he  was  well  awake,  a  baflcet  embroidered 
with  gold,  in  which  was  a  magnificent 
rich  fcarf ;  intimating,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the 
princefs  if  he  was  difpofed  to  rife. 

As  the  apartments  of  the  princefs  were 
expofed  to  all  comers,  he  flattered  him- 
felf  that  Gulguli-Chemame  would  be 
there.  He  was  not  miftaken;  for  this 
latter  was  appointed  to  receive  the  prince, 
if  he  arrived  before  the  princefs  was 
awake :  but,  as  Gulpenhe  had  this  meet- 
ing too  much  at  heart  to  deep  long,  the 
young  prince  couU  do  no  more  than  ju ft 
aflure  his  miftrefs  that  he  would  love  her 
for  ever. 

The  indifference  with  which  the  prince 
had  received  Gulpenhe's  paflion,  had  af- 
fected her  fo  much,  that  this  princefs 
enjoyed  but  little  deep.     She  was  not 
willing  that  this  conqueft  fliould  efcape 
her;  and  fhenofooner  knew  of  his  being 
with  the  Princefs  of  Teflis,  than  me  fent 
for  him .     There  were  few  perfons  in  her 
chamber  when  (he  left  her  bed,  and  be- 
ing clad  in  an  afiecled  negligee,  flie  ap- 
peared fo  charming,  that  the  prince  had 
certainly  been  enfnared,  if  he  had  been 
lefs  fortified.  The  princefs,  withouttak- 
ing  the  lead  notice  of  his  indifference,  re- 
ceived himswith  a  great  deal  of  joy :  flie 
caufed  him  to  be  feated  on  a  fopha;  and, 
bending  her  ear  towards  him,  afked  him 
very  obligingly  why  he  neglected  to  put 
on  the  fcarf  me  had  fent  him;  telling  him, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  furely  ig- 
norant of  it's  great  value.     '  Madam,' 
replied  the  prince,  '  I  did  not  dare  to  ap- 
pear in  this  court  with  fuch  a  glorious 
unmerited  mark  ofyourkindnefs:  but, 
fmce  you  are  pleafed  to  permit  me,  I 
will  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  wear  this 
iljuftrious  proof  of  your  goodnefs.' 
Their  converfation  had  held  near  an 
hour,  when  Prince  Atabek,  who  knew 


that  the  princefs  was  always  eafy  of  ac  - 
cefs,  entered  i'uddenly.  She  had  but  juit 
time  to  tell  the  Prince  of  China  that, 
after  dinner,  he  mould  find  her  at  the 
combat  of  tygers ;  and  that  he  fliould 
place  himfelf  at  as  little  diftance  as  pof- 
lible,  becaufe  flie  deiired  to  have  fome 
farther  diiiourie  when  the  diverfion  was 
ended. 

The  prince  obeyed  her  orders,  and 
fixed  upon  a  place  beneath  her  balcony  j 
and  as  Gulguli-Chemame  was  on  the 
fame  fide  with  Gulpenhe,  his  eyes  were 
always  turned  towards  the  former,  with- 
out giving  the  leaft  umbrage  to  the 
latter. 

During  the  combats  of  fome  lefler 
animals,  Atabek  entertained  the  Princefs 
Gulpenhe  with  great  politenefs  and  vi- 
vacity. Tin's  being  ended,  a  monftrous 
tyger,  and  a  prodigious  large  lion,  were 
let  into  the  area ;  and  after  they  had 
fought  near  an  hour  and  a  half  with 
equal  fuccefs,  and  with  inconceiveable 
rage  and  fiercenefs,  they  rolled  over  each 
other  direilly  under  the  balcony  where 
Gulpenhe  was  placed.  The  ladies,  that 
they 'might  take  a  better  view  of  the  en- 
gagement, all  bent  forwards ;  but,  while 
they  were  in  this  attitude,  the  Princefs  of 
Teflis  dropped  from  her  finger  a  ring, 
on  which  an  eagle  was  engraved  in  a 
jewel.  '  O  heavens  !'  flie  cried,  perceiving 
it  near  tliofe  outrageous  animals,  '  mult 

*  I  to-day  be  fo  carelefsly  unhappy  as  to 

*  lofe  the  only  real  good  I  polTefs  ?' 

Gulpenhe  was  fo  touched  with  the  ex- 
treme anguiili  of  her  favourite,  that  (he 
called  out,  but  in  vain,  to  the  keepers, 
to  pick  up  the  ring ;  no  one  was  handy 
enough  to  execute  her  orders,  though  flie 
offered  a  coniiderable  reward  :  when, 
behold !  the  Prince  of  China  leaped  into 
the  area,  and  picked  up  the  ring  the 
princefs  had  dropped  from  her  finger. 
Luckily  for  him,  the  lion  and  tyger  had 
fpent  the  greateil  part  of  their  Itrength 
in  the  long  fight  they  had  fuftained ;  but 
as  loon  as  they  faw  the  prince,  they 
quitted  each  other,  as  it  were  by  confenr, 
and  turned  all  their  rage  agaiult  him. 
The  prince  was  only  armed  with  a  fabre; 
which  was,  however,  fo  well  tempered, 
and  he  wielded  it  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that, 
leaving  them  both  dead,  he  returned  nn- 
hurt  with  the  ring  to  the  Princefs  of 
Teflis. 

If  the  intrepidity  of  the  prince  afto, 
niflied  the  king  and  all  the  fpeclators, 
Gulpenhe  was  furprized  to  the  laft  de- 
gree. 
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gree.  She  b«Tan  now  to  open  her  eyes ; 
apd  rightly  judging  that  the  coldnefs 
vflh  which  fhc  was  treated  proceeded 
from  the  charms  he  had  difcovered  in  her 
fevourite,  fhe  could  not  indeed  publickly 
disapprove  an  a£Hcn  fo  truly  heroick:  on 
the  contrary,  fhe  beftowed  high  enco- 
•  •  »  ..;  on  the  prince;  butconcei. 
thelametime,  a  lively  refentment  again  11 
the  preference  he  had  given  to  the  Prin- 
ccfs  cf  Tefiis. 

With  refpect  to  King  Kufeh,  he  was 
fo  little  accuftorned  to  achievements  of 
this  ibrt,  and  was  fo  charmed  v.-irh  the 
behaviour  of  the  young  prince,  that  he 
perfectly  loaded  him  with  carelfes.  '  An 
'  action,  fo  Superlatively  great  as  this/ 
faid  the  monarch,  '  deferves  the  higheft 
praifes,  and  the  largelt  rewards  :  and  I 
woxild,  young  Granger,  find  how  to 
recompenfe  fo  much  valour,  if  there  be 
any  thing  in  my  kingdom  that  is  wor- 
thy of  your  acceptance;  and  if  there 
be,  demand  it  boldly  :  if  it  be  one  of 
my  daughters,  I  <:an  refufe  you  no- 
thing.'1 

Ontzim-Ochantey  replied  with  great 
modsfty  to  thefe  encomiums  of  the  king. 
My  lord,'  faid  the  prince,  '  a  private 
gentleman,  as  I  am,  ought  not  to  af- 
pire  to  the  honour  of  your  alliance  ;  I 
am  not  fo  ambitious :  but,  fince  your 
majefty  has  affured  me  of  your  eiteem 
and  gooduefs,  permit  me  to  make  one 
fmall  requeft  in  favour  of  Gulguli- 
Chemame  ;  which  is,  that  fhe  may  be 
'  fet  at  liberty.' 

The  king,  my  lord,  was  (till  more 
aftonifhcd  to  lee  this  young  man  fet  fuch 
a  narrow  bound  to  Ins  wiihes,  which  he 
'  :ed  as  nothing  in  companion  to 
thofe  immenfe  treafures  with  which  he 
was  veady  to  honour  him. 

'  Gulguli-Chcmame  is  from  this  mo- 

*  ment  her  own  miitrefs,'    replied  the 
monarch,  embracing  the  prince  ;  '  and  I 
'  heartily  wifh  (lie  may  make  you  a  fuit- 

'*  able  acknowledgments  and  I  believe 
'  the  princefs  my  daughter  wiil  not  op- 

*  poleTr.y  will.' 

Guipenhe  was  almoft  choaked  with 
ra;  e  ;  the  vihbie  contempt  the  prince  en- 
d  for  her  charms  threw  her  into 
dtfpair:  but  being  a  perfect  cHfTemblir, 
fne  embraced  the  Princefs  of  Teflis  with 
all  the  marks  of  tendernefs  and  fmccrity; 
and  taking  from  her  hair  a  clufter  of 
jewels  of  prodigious  worth,  (ho  joined 
this  as  a  prefent  to  tlie  liberty  (he  had 
had  juft  obtaijitd. 


The  beautiful  -Georgian  was  in  the 
utmolt  confufion;  joy  and  terror  had 
fucceffiveiy  made  fuch  impreffions  on 
her  mind,  that  me  was  fallen  into  a 
fwoon.  She  could  i'carce  believe,  when 
flie  was  recovered,  that  her  dear  prince 
was  alive,  when  he  evtn  informed  her  that 
he  had  obtained  her  liberty. 

They  returned  to  the  palace ;  and  the 
king  ordered  an  apartment  for  the  prince ; 
and  being  invited  by  Prince  Alabek  to  a 
repair,  that  he  might  give  Outzim-O- 
chantey  the  greater  pkaf^re,  he  caufed 
Gulguli-ChcmniKc  to  grace  the  table 
with  her  prefence  :  but  this  princefs  was 
more  attentive  to  the  behaviour  of  Gul- 
penhe  than  to  the  honours  which  were 
paid  the  prince  her  lover.  She  remarked, 
in  fpite  of  all  her  artifice,  fomething  ftifF 
and  referred  in  her  looks  and  behaviour; 
and  even  her  very  ie./ls  had  a  tincture  of 
that  rancour  which  jiredominated  in  her 
heart.  In  fhoit,  flie  was  very  uneaiy, 
as  fhe  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
genius  of  this  malevolent  princefs. 

Supper  being  ended,  and  parting  into 
a  magnificent  hall,  they  were  entertained 
with  a  fine  conceit  of  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mufuk.  Gulguli-Chemametook 
an  opportunity  to  ttil  the  prince  not  to 
come  to  the  place  appointed  in  her  letter; 
but  gave  him  the  key  of  a  wardrobe  which 
communicated  to  her  apartment. 

The  concert  being  finilhed,  the  prince 
retired  to  the  chamber  which  they  had 
prepared  for  him  ;  and  difmifiing  all  his 
attendants,  he  hardened  to  the  wardrobe 
of  the  Princefs  of  Teflis.  As  he  was 
greatly  fatigued,  and  not  chufing  to  be 
leen,  he  concealed  himfelf  under  a  table, 
which  was  covered  with  a  large  carpet. 
He  fell  into  fuch  a  profound  fieep,  that 
the  princefs,  after  (he  had  put  Gulpenhe 
to  bed,  entered  the  wardrobe  without 
giving  him  the  lealt  disturbance.  As  (lie 
did  rot  perceive  her  lover  was  come,  fhe 
fancied  he  could  not  execute  his  promife; 
but,  not  defpaii  ing  of  his  appearance,  fhc 
lighted  two  wnx-candles  ;  and  placing 
them  on  the  table,  fhe  laid  down  on  a 
fopha,  and  fell  prelently  after  into  a  calm 
Oeep.  But,  my  lord,  how  great  was  the 
fui^prize  of  thefe  two  loveis,  when  they 
were  awaked  by  a  violent  noife  of  a  per- 
fon  falling  with  all  her  weight  on  the 
floor,  arid  whom  they  foon  perceived  to 
be  the  Princefs  Gulpenhe  in  the  very 
agonies  of  death.  '  O  heavens!'  cried 
the  prince,  dreadfully  frightened,  and 
creeuing  from  under  the  table,  '  what 

<  fat  ill 
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'  fatal  objeft  is  this  ?    Am  I  afleep  or 

*  not?' — 'Alas!'  replied  Gulguli-Che- 
mame ;  '  would  to  God  it  were  a  dream, 
f  it  would  quickly  be  difpelled!    But, 
'  unfortunately  for  us,  this  is  a  forrow- 

*  ful  truth!  The  princefs,  animated  with 

*  revenge,  has  entered  my  apartment  with 
'  a  delign  to  deprive  me  of  life;    but 

*  Heaven, who  always  preferves  the  inno- 

*  cent,  has  given  this  event  another  turn  ! 
'  Judge  you  by  thefe  fragments  of  this 

*  glafs-tube,  and  the  convuliions  of  the 
'  unfortunate  Gulpenhe ! 

*  Watching  for  you,  my  lord,  I  grew 

*  fleepy,  without  knowing  you  was  fo 
(  near  ;  and  I  flept  fo  quietly,  that  when 
'  the  princefs,  with  the  help  of  another 

*  key,  dole  hither  without  doubt  to  put 
'  an  end  to  my  life,  flie  had  filled  this 

*  tube  with  a  powder  which  was  poi- 
'  foned,  and  then  applied  it  to  my  nofe  ; 
'  when  fuddenly  awaking,  I  fneezed  with 

*  fuch  violence,  that,  inftead  of  receiving 

*  it  in  my  nofe,  it  went  into  her  mouth. 
'  According  to  all  appearance,  this  poi- 
f  fon  is  of  fo  fubtle  a  nature,  that  ihe  fell 

*  backwards  upon  the  i'pot;  and,  as  you 
'  fee,  is  juft  ready  to  expire.' 

The  prince,  being  (hocked  with  the 
blacknefs  sof  this  deed,  refolded  forth- 
with to  abandon  the  wretched  Gulpenhe 
to  her  fate.  '  Let  us  fly  from  an  objeft 
'  fo  full  of  horror,'  laid  he  to  the  prin- 
cefs, *  that  we  may  elude  the  wrath  of 

*  the  king ;  for,  though  we  are  entirely 

*  innocent,  thefe  appearances  will  cer- 

*  tainly  condemn  us.' — '  Ah,  my  lord  ! ' 
replied  the  princefs,  '  how  (hall  we  fly  ? 

*  The  gates  of  the  palace  are  all  guard - 
'  ed.    But,'  continued  me,  .calling  iin-r 
eyes  on  the  prince's  fcarf;  'yes,  my  lord, 
'  I  perceive  our  remedy  mull  luring  from 

*  the  fource  of  this  evil.    This  fcarf  is 
1  enchanted,   and  will  deliver  us  from 
'  perils  wheVever  we  are;  for  it  renders 

*  thofe  who  wear  it  invifible  till  it  is 
'  turned  ;  and  it  was  to  lecure  you  from 

*  being  flandered,  as  you  paffcd  to  and 
'  fro  in  the  palace,  that  the  princcls  made 
'  this  extraordinary  prefent ;  which  vir- 

*  tue  (he  had  not  undoubtedly  yet  ex- 

*  plained  to  you.' 

The  princefs  then  put  on  the  fcarf, 
and  became  invifible  immediately;  nor 
did1  (he  become  vifible  to  the  prince  till 
fhe  had  turned  it  again. 

While  the  two  lovers  were  waiting  for 
.  day,  that  they  might  efcape  the 
refentment,  the  convulfions  of  Guloeuhe 


redoubled.  Her  eyes  emitted  only  a 
feeble  kind  of  luftre,  and  which,  upon 
fetching  her  lad  figh,  were  for  ever  ex- 
tinguifhed :  me  died  in  their  amis ;  and 
in  a  moment  after  looked  fo  horrible, 
that,  notwithftanding  her  former  ill  in- 
tention, thefe  two  lovers  could  not  refrain 
from  tears. 

The  gates  of  the  palace  being  at  length 
opened,  thefe  lovers  made  their  efcape  by 
means  of  their  fcarf;  and,  without  be- 
ing perceived,  walked  to  the  next  village, 
where  they  refrefned  themfelves ;  and 
then  purfuing  their  journey,  they  made 
no  (lop  till  they  were  clear  of  the  domi- 
nions of  King  Kufeh.  They  had  now 
time  to  reft ;  and  the  prince,  recollecting 
the  adventure  of  the  ring,  defired  the 
princefs  to  explain  the  reafons  which 
rendered  it  fo  precious  to  her.  *  It  is  a 

*  prefent,'  .laid  me,  '  which  my  grand- 
'  father  Zal-Reka  made  me,  and  put  it 
'  on  my  ringer  when  he  was  dying  $ 
'  whirh  \vr.s  a  c ircumftance'in  the  hiftory 

*  of  my  life  I  had  forgot  to  inform  you 
1  of.     He  allured  nie  that,   when  my' 
'  misfortunes  were  drawing  to  an  end* 

*  I  mould  perceive  in  this  ring,  as  in  a 
'  glafs,  in  what  manner  I  mould  rcgu- 
'  late  my  conduct :  but  I  was  to  take 

*  care  it  did  not  touch  a  drop  ci  blood; 
4  for  from  that  moment  it  would  lofe  all 

*  it's  virtue.     I  know  not  what  pofll-fled 
'  me  to  wear  it  at  the  combat  of  tygers  j 
'  but  you  now  may' judge  of  my  diilieis, 
'  when  I  dropped  it  from  my  ringer.     I 
'  mail  he  for  ti'ei' obliged  to  you  fertile 
'  Unparalleled  proof:;  you  then  gave  me 

*  of  your  low  and  intrepidity.' 

'  Permit  me,  Madam,'  replied  Out- 
zim-Ochurtey,  'to  examine  this  inva- 
'  h:;i!ile  ring.  Befider,  it  is  high  tinn 
'  that  we  fnonld  even  confult  it."1 

The"  princefs  then  pulled  out  a  little 
perfumed  purfe,  in  wlii:h  the  ring  was 
preferved.  She  prefentcd  it  to  the  prince, 
•proneuncingj  a;  tite  i'amc  time,  feme 
myllerious  word^  taught  her  by  licr 
grandfatlier  ;  when  cvi  a  Hidden  it  darted 
fuch  rays  of  light,  that  they  were'  both 
of  them  dazzled  with  it  for  fome  ti&K. 

After  the  light  was  abated,  thjjprince 
examined  the  ring  with  great  attention  : 
he  beheld  in  miniatuie,  raid  in  order,  ail 
the  adventures  of  this  princefs.  Herft 
King  Kufch  w:is  feen  in  all  the  agonies 
of  defpair  for  the  dezt'i  of  Gulpeiilic  :  a 
(lately  monument  was  erccttxl  to  her  HJ-- 
moiy ;  and  as  thefi  'twj  lovers  fetiiud  to 

be 


be  the  fole  authors  of  her  death,  a  con- 
fiderable  reward  was  fet  upon  their 
heads. 

This  new  difcovery  which  they  had 
made  of  the  virtue  of  the  ring,  rejoiced 
them  exceedingly.  They  read  in  it  every 
day,  if  I  may  Ib  (peak,  how  they  (hould 
conduft  themfelves  ;  and  regulating 
themfelves  by  it's  inltru£lions,  they  pur- 
fued  the  road  to  Georgia. 

They  had  now  travelled  more  than 
two' months;  when,  forgetting  one  morn- 
ing to  confult  their  ring,  they  had  fcaice 
proceeded  a  league,  before  there  arofe  a 
great  fog  which  quite  obi'cured  the  day, 
and  involved  them  in  thick  darknefs. 
This  prodigy  aftonimed  onr  adventurers; 
but  the  prince  having  taken  out  a  car- 
buncle, which  he  had  received  as  a  pre- 
fent  from  Amedi,  it  emitted  fuch  a  blight 
light  for  twenty  paces  round  them,  that 
they  could  eafily  confult  their  oracle. 

If  the  carbuncle  was  ufeful  to  them 
for  jhe  prel'ent  occaiion,  how  great  was 
their  grief  to  find,  by  their  ring,  that 
they  mult  be  fhortly  1'eparated,  and  meet 
no  more,  till  they  had  each  of  them  fur- 
mounted  feveral  dangerous  adventures ! 
The  idea  of  their  leparation  drew  tears 
from  their  eyes;  when,  in  the  mid  It  of 
their  grief,  the  horfeon  which  the  prince 
was  mounted  fuddenly  took  fright,  and, 
in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts,  carried  him  o'.it 
of  fight.  The  princels  followed  him 
fome  time  by  the  light  of  the  carbuncle; 
but  that  light  cealmg,  and  it  being  very 
ctark,  Ihe  was  obliged  to  (lay  till  it  grew 
light;  when,  in  about  an  hour  after,  the 
«l:iy  began  to  appear  again.  The  princefs 
was  almolt  in  defpair  for  the  lols  of  her 
lover.  To  compleat  her  misfortunes,  the 
pi  ince  had  curried  away  her  ring ;  fo 
that  Ihe  was  at  a  lofs  what  courfe  to 
iteer;  and,  after  having  fearched  in  vain 
for  the  prince,  Hie  refoived  to  direct  her 
v.-p.y  for  the  kingdom  of  China;  where, 
after  a  tedious  jouincy,  ihe  arrived,  not 
doubting  of  his  appearance  there,  either 
looner  or  hter. 


TME  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HIS- 
TORY OF  GULGUL1-CHEMAME, 
PRINCESS  OF  TEFUS. 

OUTZIM  OCHANTF,Y,mylord, 
(continued    Ben-Eridoun)     had 
keen  abfent  from  his  father  .above  iix 


years.  The  good  King  Fanfur,  believ- 
ing him  to  be  dead,  was  at  length  re- 
foived to  give  his  kingdom  a  new  heir. 
It  was  not  more  than  three  months  after 
the  king  had  railed  to  his  throne  a  very 
beautiful  (lave,  before  Gulguli-  Chema- 
me  entered  Nanquin  *,  the  refidence  of 
the  king,  and  capital  of  China.  As  me 
did  not  defire  to  be  knownt  me  concealed 
her  lex  under  the  habit  of  a  man  ;  but, 
in  fpite  of  this  difguife,  that  graceful 
eafe  and  charming  air  diffufed  all  over 
her  perfon,  rendered  her  not  the  lefs 
obferved  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nan- 
quin. 

Fanfur,  with  his  new  fpoufe,  were 
{landing  at  a  window  in  the  paiace  the 
veiy  inftant  the  princels  paflTed  by;  and 
being  defirons  to  know  who  this  ftrangtr 
was,  lent  word  that  he  mould  be  glad  to 
(peak  with  him.  Gulguii-Chemame  ap- 
peared before  the  monarch ;  and,  with  a 
truly  charming  air,  informed  him  that 
(he  was  the  Ion  of  a  Prince  of  Georgia; 
that  me  only  travelled  for  pleafure;  and 
that  (he  was  called  SoutFel,  and  mould 
make  no  long  itay  at  Nanqnin. 

The  Queen  Kamzem  (for  that  wis 
the  name  of  the  (lave  the  king  had  ex- 
alted to  his  throne)  was  prefent  when 
the  princefs  paid  her  courr  to  Fantur. 
She  reprelented  how  much  beneath  his 
grandeur  it  would  be  to  fuffer  a  ftrangei 
of  Souffcl's  rank  to  have  apartments  out 
of  his  palace.  The  good  king,  following 
the  example  of  ptrfous  at  a  certain  age 
who  marry  young  women',  was  entirely 
governed  by  his  wife,  and  highly  ap- 
proved of  this  advice,  which  was  given 
rather  from  a  principle  of  love  than  a 
generality  to  Souffel.  She  could  not  but 
perceive  a  viiible  difparity  between  the 
latter  ami  her  hulband;  and,  as  (lit  ne- 
ver had  any  inclination  for  the  king,  he 
appeared  odious  to  her  from  this  mo- 
ment, and  her  heart  conceived  a  violent 
paflion  for  the  young  Souffal. 

The  favourable  reception  that  the 
queen  gave  Souffel  did  nor  give  the  leaft 
alarm  to  Fanfur;  v.-ho,  thoroughly  fa- 
tisried  with  the  prudence  of  the  queen, 
icon  prepared  for  t''e  entertainment  of 
Souffel ;  and  the  queen  was  not  long  be- 
fore (he  difclofed  what  pafled  in  her  own 
heart. 

G'llguli-Chemnme,  who  attributed  the 
kindnefs  of  this  prnrcfs  to  quite  :i  dif- 
ferent motive,  was  altynrlhed  at  fuck  * 


•  Nantjui«  is  one  ef  the  chisf  c'tiei  of  China,  where  it  ij  certain  Fanfur  reigned. 
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fudclen  and  prefling  declaration.     She 
flood  fixed  like  a  ftatttfc ;  but  the  queen, 
putting  a  too  favourable  conftruftion  on 
this  filence,  puriiied  thus :  '  I  love  you, 
my  lord,1  laid  (he,  '  and  I  hate  the 
king  5  and  I  am  fo  powerful  in  Nan- 
quin,  that,  if  you  are  a  man  of  ipirit 
and  reiblution,  it  is  eaiy  forme  to  give 
you  the  throne  of  China.     I  will  my- 
.fclf  poiibu  the  king;  and  I  only  wait 
your  approbation  of  this  project.' 
The  princcfs,  trembling  at  this  dif- 
ourfe,  flatted  back  with  horror.     '  O 
heavens,   Madam!'    cried  flie,  '  that 
fuch  a  bale  defign  fliould  ever  enter 
your  heart !  And  can  you  believe  me 
capable  of  fuch  an  execrable  attempt  ? 
Judge  better  of  Prince  Souffel,  Madam; 
and  know,  that  I  would  not  accept  of  a 
throne  on  a  lefs  condition  than  to  pu- 
nifh  you  for  a  crime,  the  bare  mention 
of  which  has  filled  me  with  horror." 
The  Queen  of  Nanquin,  being  con- 
vinced of  her  imprudence,  in  that  mo- 
ment her  love  was  extinguifhed,  and  rage 
and  vengeance  took  polTeffion  of  her 
heart ;  but  diffembling  her  refentment— 
My  lord,'  replied  (he,  '  we  ealily  for- 
get our  duty  when  we  are  captivated 
by  love  ;  and  you  cannot  but  own  that 
the  excels  of  my  paffion  has  put  me 
upon  forming  this  ftrange  project.     I 
thought  the  enjoyment  of  my  perfon 
alone  was  too  little  to  offer  you,  and 
that  a  tht one  would  tempt  you.     It  is 
a  glorious  thing  to  reign  ;  and  I  can- 
not put  the  crown  on  your  head  with- 
out the  death  of  my  fpoufe  :  but,  fince 
you  difapprove  oi  my  proposal,  you 
may  at  lealt  be  grateful  for  the  good- 
nefs  which  a  woman  of  my  rank  has 
for  you ;    and  confider  that  a  refufal 
can  only  be  paid  for  but  by  death.' 
The  Princefs  of  Teflis,  befides  the 
impudence  of  Kamzem,  remarked  a  great 
indignation  in  her  countenance,   when 
the  King  of  Nanquin  entered  the  apart- 
ment of  the  queen.     His  unexpected  ar- 
rival greatly  difconcerted  Kamzem  :  flie 
was  fo  confounded,  and  the  princefs  in 
fuch  a  dilbrder,  that  the  king  was  not 
able  to  comprehend  the  caule  of  their 
confuiion.      '  What  is  this,  Madam,1 
laid  he  to  the  queen,  *  which  I  perceive 
'  in  your  countenance,  and  in  that  of 

*  Prince  Souffel  ?  Does  my  prefence  dif- 

*  turb  you?'  — '  No,  my  lord,'  inter- 
rupted the  queen  very  brilkly,  taking  her 
resolution  on  the  1'pot.     '  If  you  fee  me 

*  in  a  furprize,  it  proceeds  from  this 


*  young  hero's  propofal.     He  is  come,* 

continued  flie,  '  to  throw  himfelf  at  my 

feet,  in  order  to  obtain  your  permifiion, 

to  fight  with  the  blue  centaur,  which 

will  appear  to-morrow  before  the  city- 

fates ;  and  he  will  lofe  his  head  if  he 
oes  not  conduft  him  alive  to  one  of 
your  priibns.' 

Though  the  Princefs  of  Teflis  trem- 
bled at  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe, 
(he  immediately  took  the  hint,  though 
(he  was  an  utter  ftranger  lo  the  blue  cen- 
taur. '  My  lord,'  laid  (lie  to  Fanfur, 
'  I  do  not  retract  my  word  to  the  queen  ; 
'  and  I  earneftly  beg  that  you  will  not 
'  oppofe  the  defign  I  have  conceived  to 
'  rid  you  of  this  monfter.* 

The  king  was  allonifhed  at  this  reib- 
lution of  Souffel,  and  at  firft  oppoied  his 
defign.  *  I  admire  yo-ur  intrepidity,'  faid 
he;  '  but  I  greatly  doubt  the  fuccefs  of 
your  undertaking.  But  fince  the  queen 
has  defired  my  conlent,  go,  my  lord  j 
and  be  well  aflured  that  an  ample  re- 
ward attends  the  execution  of  fo  dan- 
gerous an  enterprize.' 


THE   HISTORY    OF    THE    BLUE  CEN- 
TAUR. 

YO  U  are  to  underlhnd,  my  lord, 
(purfued  Ben-Eridoun)  that,  not 
far  from  the  city  of  Nanquin,  there  flood 
a  little  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which 
was  a  cavern ;  from  which,  for  five  years 
paft,  on  a  certain  day,  iffued  forth  a  blue 
centaur,  who,  approaching  the  gates  of 
the  city,  carried  away  with  him  both 
cows  and  oxen :  feveral  arrows  had  been 
difcharged  againft  him,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  for  his  Ikin  was  harder  than  iron. 
The  king  had  feveral  fnares  let,  all 
which  he  eluded  with  great  addrefs;  and 
though  that  monarch  offered  confider- 
able  rewards  for  him,  either  dead  or  alive, 
nobody  was  able  to  feize;  him  ;  and  all 
who  had  endeavoured  perifhed  in  the  at- 
tempt. But  to  return  to  Gulguli-Che- 
manie.  This  princefs,  after  flu:  had  fo- 
luted  King- Fanfur,  very  refpeftfully  re- 
tired to  her  chamber;  and,  having  in- 
formed herfelf  of  the  hiftory  of  the  blue 
centaur,  rightly  conceived  that  it  would 
be  much  eafier  to  circumvent  him  by 
feme  artifice  than  to  ieize  him  by  force. 
With  this  view,  (he  was  reiblved  to  avail 
herfelf  of  Gulj-enhe's  enchanted  fcarf, 
which  luckily  remained  with  her  in  the 
moment  of  her  reparation  from  the  Prince 
L  of 
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of  China;  and  at  length  hitupon  the  fol- 
lowing expedient  I  am  going  to  relate  to 
your  majefty.  She  demanded  of  the 
King  of  China  a  chariot  to  be  drawn  by 
two  ftrong  horfes,  fome  large  iron  chains, 
four  great  copper  veffels,  a  tun  of  the  belt 
wine,  and  fome  cakes  made  of  the  fineft 
of  meal. 

Fanfur  having  complied  with  thefe  de- 
mands, the  princefs  ordered  them  to  be 
laid  in  the  chariot ;  and  being  directed 
to  the  place  where  the  centaur  made  his 
retreat  on  the  eve  of  the  preceding  day, 
Ihe  went  thither  in  her  chariot;  and  hav- 
ing placed  the  veffels  on  the  ground,  filled 
them  with  the  wine  me  had  brought ;  and 
having  fcattered  the  cakes  about  in  piece- 
meals, me  retired  to  a  little  neighbouring 
wood,  where,  having  turned  her  fearf, 
fhe  paffed  the  night  in  great  perplexity. 

As  foon  as  the  morning  began  to 
dawn,  the  princefs  awoke;  and  from  the 
place  where  fhe  was  concealed,  diftinclly 
faw  the  blue  centaur  coming  out  of  his 
cavern.  He  was  amazed  to  fee  tfe  four 
copper  veffels,  and  the  odour  of  the  wine 
drew  him  near;  but  firft  he  tafted  fome 
-  of  the  pieces  of  the  cake,  and  finding 
them  to  be  exquifitely  good,  he  greedily 
devoured  the  reft;  and  after  that,  fwal- 
lowed  all  the  wine.  He  had  taken  in 
&ich  a  large  quantity  of  the  wine,  that, 
being  thoroughly  intoxkated,  he  could 
ftand  m>longer,  but  was  foon  obliged  to 
lay  himfelf  down  on  the  earth,  and  fell 
into  a  profound  deep. 

The  Princefs  of  Georgia  perceiving 
this,  ran  quickly  to  fecure  the  bhie  cen- 
taur; with  the  chains  fhe  bound  him  ib 
faft  as  to  render  it  impoflible  for  him  to 
break  them,  mould  he  exert  all  his 
might;  and  having  with  fome  difficulty 
faftened  him  to  her  chariot,  fhe  mounted 
it  herfelf,  and  then  moved  towards  the 
city,  whole  gates  were  opened  to  receive 
her. 

The  rumbling  of  the  chariot  diflipated 
by  degrees  the  fumes  of  the  wine  the  cen- 
taur had  fwallowed ;  he  appeared  in  the 
xrtmoll  aftonifhment  on  perceiving  him- 
felf  bound  ;  and  when  he  found  that  all 
his  efforts  to  obtain  his  liberty  availed 
him  nothing,  he  lay  down  to  be  conduft- 
«d  like  another  beail. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Nanquin  were 
ftruck  with  terror  and  admiration:  Gul- 
guli-Chemame  alone  appeared  upon  the 
chariot,  with  the  bl  ue  centaur,  modeft  and 


ferene.  They  had  now  advanced  a  good 
way  into  the  city,  when  their  march  was 
interrupted  by  the  funeral  of  a  young 
Chinefe,  whofe  father  wept  bitterly  for 
his  death ;  while  one  of  his  bonzes,  who 
conducted  the  funeral  pomp,  chanted 
merrily  a  kind  of  hymn  in  praife  of  Ram 
and  of  Vichnon*.  The  bine  centaur 
raifed  his  head  at  that  inihint ;  and  hav- 
ing for  fome  time  attentively  lurveyed  the 
ceremony,  he  buyft  into  fuch  a  violent  fit 
of  laughter  as  almofl  deprived  him  of  his 
breath1,  and  at  the  fame  time  tlirew  the 
princefs  into  the  utmoflconfternation. 

The  princefs,  as  we  oblerved,  beheld 
with  fnrprize  this  fudden  folly  of  mirth : 
but  fhe  had  not  proceeded  fur  before  it- 
was  confiderably  increafed;  for,  in  pof- 
i'mg  through  a  great  place,  the  centaur 
broke*  out  again  into  larger  fits  of  laugh- 
ter at  the  people,  who  looked  with  plea- 
fure  on  a  young  thief  fattened  to  a  gib- 
bet, and  who  was  juit  going. to  be  turned 
off. 

The  more  the  centaur  laughed,  die 
more  the  princefs  \\  a*  aftonifhed.  They 
continued  theircourfe  amidft  a  prodigious 
throng  of  people ;  but  when  they  arrived 
before  the  palace  of  the  king,  nothing 
\vas  to  be  heard  fo*  fome  time  but  the 
fhouts  of  the  people,  crying — '  Long 
'  live!  long  live  the  brave  courageous- 
*  Souffel !'  atall  which  the  centaur  laugh- 
ed louder  than  he  had  done  before. 

The  king,  upon  thele  acclamations, 
defcended  into  the  court  of  his  palace, 
leading  the  queen  by  the  hand.  The  cen- 
taur fixed  his  eyes  fteadily  upon  the 
queen,  and  then  upon  the  ladies  in  her 
train ;.  and  having  f ucceflively  furveyed 
them  all,  he  let  «p  fuch  peals  of  laughter 
a-frefh,  that  the  king,  with  his  whole 
conrt,  were  beyond  meafure  aftonifhed. 

Fanfur  afked  the  princefs  why  the 
centaur  laughed  fohe?F'.ily.  fhe  replied  ll'e 
conlcl  not  tell;  and  then  related  to  him  all 
that  had  puffed  lince  he  was  taken.  Upon 
this  the  king  afked  the  centaur  himlelf, 
but  received  no  anfwer.  The  centaw 
was  then  put  into  a  double  iron  cage 
fcc.ired  with  two  ktys,  one  of  which- 
the  king  kept  himfelf,  and  gave  the  other 
to  Gulguli-Chemame:  both  of  them  faii> 
ed  not  to  vifrt  the  centaur  twice  a-day, 
and  treated  him  with  all  the  kindnefs  he 
could  poflibly  receive. 

Kamzem,  who  reckoned  herfelf  fure 
of  Souffel's  overthrow, *a6  fkangely  fur- 
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prized  to  fee  her  defigns  defeated.  The 
iight  of  this  acoonaplimed  prince  re- 
kindled her  paiTion,  and  being  retblved  to 
attempt  the  conqueit  of  his  heart  once 
•more,  (he  (cut  for  him  under  pretence  of 
congratulating  him  upon  his  late victory. 
Gulguli-Cheniamevyas  forced  to  obey: 
<ke  attended  the  queen,  who  was  alone, 
and  in  her  cabinet.  '  You  fee, any  lord,' 
laid  this  vile  woman,  '  that,  in  leeking 

*  your  life,  I  have  covered  it  with  glory. 
',  But  let  this  experiment  fuffice;  I  love 
'  you  in  fpite  of  your  rigour;  and.muft 

*  freely  own,  if  you  had  fallen  a  prey  to 
'  that  monlter,  I  fliould  have  died  with 

*  grief:  but,  if  your  heart  is  not  foften- 

*  ed,  I  have  other  tneans  to  effeft  your 
'  ruin.   Leave,  then,  your  ftubbornnefs, 
•*  my  lord/—'  No,  Madam,1  interrupted 
Souffel,  '  neither  the   afcendancy   you 

*  have  over  the  king,  joined  to  all  your 
.*  threatenings  and  intreaties,  mall  force 

*  me  to  violate  my  honour*     Abandon 
'  all  hopes  of  ever  feducing  me,  and 
•*  tremble   and  fear  left    in    the  end  I 

*  fliould  advertife  the  king  of  your  un- 

*  governable  paffion.' 

Thefe  remonllrances  rendered  the 
•queen  quite  outrageous.  'Perfidious!' 
laid  (he,  '  thou  malt  infult  my  beauty  no 

*  longer!'  at  the  fame  time  fhe  fcratched 
lier  face,  and  cried  out  with  all  h:r  might  j 
then  commanded  the  eunuchs  her  cries 
.had  brought   thither,  to  feize   SoufFel, 
while  me  ran  all  in  tears  to  the  king  to  de- 
mand juftice  upon  the  Prince  of  Georgia, 
for  endeavouring  to  violate  her  honour. 

Fanfur  being  prepoffeffed  with  the 
feeming  modeftyof  his  wife,  never  doubt- 
ed the  truth  of  her  complaints.  He  was 
jn  a  violent  paffion  with  Souffel;  and,, 
-without  further  enquiry,  loaded  him  with 
fh.iins,  and  conducting  him  to  the  prifon 
where  the  blue  centaur  was  confined,  he 
reproached  him  with  his  attempt  iipon 
the  honour  ot  his  queen,  afiuring  him  that 
he  fliould  fliortly  be  put  to  a  incft  fhiune- 
ful  death. 

As  foon  as  the  centaur  heard  thefe 
threatenings, he  laughed  fo  violently,  that 
•the  vaults  of  his  prifon  perfectly  echoed. 
The  king  was  now  more  furprized  than 
ever:  this  extraordinary  laughter  re- 
doubled his  curiofity,  and  lie  defired  him 
to  explain  the  reafon  upon  the  fpot ;  and 
xleclared  that  if  he  did  not  deceive  him,  he 
mould  be  fet  at  liberty;  otherwife  he 
ihould  be  put  to  death  before  the  day  ex- 
pired. 

The  blue  centaur,  flattered  with  the 


hopes  of  liberty,  and  frightened  with  the 
thoughts  of  death,  approached  to  the  bars 
of  his  cage.     '  Kltng  of  Nanqvun,'   fai<J 
he, .'  will  you  keep  your  word?'—'  J 
'  fwear  by  my  head  that  I  will !'  replied 
the  king,  aftonifhed  to  hear  the  centaur 
ipeak  for  the  firft  time.  '  Aflemble,  then, 
in  this  place,'  rejoined  the  centaur, '  the 
grandees  of  your  court,  the  queen,  and 
all  her  flaves  without  exception,  and 
I  promife  in  their  prefence  to  give  you 
all  the  iatisfaftion  you  can  defire.* 
The  king,  who  had  a  great  defire  to 
know  the  caufe  of  his  laughter,  inftantly 
fummoned  his  whole  court  before  the 
blue  centaur.   The  aflembly  being  com- 
pleated,  the  king  called  upon  the  centaur 
to  keep  his  word;  but  he  refilled  to  open 
his   lips   vnlefs  Soufftl  was  unbound. 
This    defire   being  executed,    he   thus 
addrefled  himfeJf  to  Fanfur  :  '  King  of 
Nanquin,  if  I  laughed  heartily  at  the 
fu.ueral  of  the  little  child,  it  was  to  fee 
his  reputed   father  weep  fo   bitterly, 
while  one  of  the  priefts,  who  it  leans 
was  the  real  father,  maintains  a  cri- 
minal correfpondence  with   the  good 
man's  wife.     He  lung  with  all  his 
might  at  the  Solemnity.;  nor  could  he 
forbear  laughing  himfelf  at  his  miftfelss 
hufband'e  forrow  for  the  lofs  of  a  ion 
he  himfelf  had  begot. 
'  Again,  who  could  forbear  laughing1 
on  feeing  a  thoufand  thieves  who  every 
day  rob  over  and  over  again  the  pub- 
lick  of  immenfe  fums;  who,    I  fay, 
could  help  laughing  on  hearing  them 
extol  your  juiHce,  in  executing  a  young 
man  whom  neceffity  forced  to  fteal  ten 
fequins  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf,  his 
wife  and  children;  whilft  they,  for  theif 
extortipms,  ought  to  have  been  in  his 
place  ?' 

Here  the  centaur  flopped,  and  ftemcd 
as  it  he  woujd  proceed  no  farther;  but,  on 
the  king's  ui-ging  hun  a-frefli,  he  replied 
— '  King  of  Nanquin,  do  not  compel 
'  me  to  come  to  a  farther  explanation :  I 
'  had  rather  be  lilent  than  difcover 
'  things  -which  will  infallibly  torment 
.'  you.' 

The  king,  who  was  now  more  curi- 
ous than  ever,  replied — '  However  dif- 
'  agreeable  what  you  have  to  fay  to  me 
'  may  b£,  I  conjure  you  to  difcover  all 
'  you  know.' — '  Well,  then,'  replied  the 
centaur,  c  how  could  I  keep  from  laugli- 
'  ii\g  with  ail  my  heart,  to  hear  the  peo- 
*  pie  fliout — "  Long  live  the  brave 
"  Souffel,  the  heroick  conqueror  of  the 
La  "  blue 
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"  blue  centaur!"  when  at  the  fame  time 

*  I  knew  that  habit  concealed  a  beautiful 

*  young  virgin,  for  whom  your  foil,  who 

*  is  notdead,entertainsaftrongpaflion.' 
If  Gulguli-Chemame,  my  lord,  blum- 

cd  at  this  difcovery,  a  livid  palenefs  co- 
vered no  lefs  the  face  of  the  queen,  whom 
the  king  beheld  with  indignation.     As 
{he  ftood  near  the  iron  cage,  the  centaur 
feized  her  arm.     '  Cruel  and  lafcivious 
woman,'  cried  he,'  your  deceit  is  but  in 
part  difcovtred  to  that  monarch.  When 
I  renewed  my  laughter,  it  was  to  fee 
you  attended  by  a  train  who  are  all 
privy  to  your  debaucheries ;  and  when 
the  innocent  Souffel  was  unjulUy  ac- 
cufed  and  imprifoned,  had  not  I  fuf- 
ficient  caufe  ?  Since  it  is  impoflible  a 
woinan  could   have  her  honour  at- 
tempted who  takes  fo  little  care  of  it ; 
for  there  are  two  men  concealed  among 
your  flaves  who  daily  disburden  you 
of  the  little  tendernefs  you  have  for 
the  king.'     As  thefe  were  truths  eafy 
to  be  difcovered,  Kamzem  was  ready  to 
die  with  fear:  the  king  caufed  her  to  be 
taken  from  his  prefence;  and,  in  i'pite  of 
Gulguli-Chemame's  interceffion,  con- 
demned her,  with  her  two  gallants,  to  be 
burnt  alive;  and  then  ordered  all  her 
flaves  to  be  lh  angled.    '  But,  Madam,' 
faid  the  king  to  the  princefs,  '  how  mall 
I   repair  the  injultice  which  a  blind 
pallion  for  Kamzem  hurried  me   to 
commit  againft  you?    Happy  mould  I 
be,  if  my  fon,  my  dear  fon,  whom  I 
have  fo  long  loft,  to  whom  I  under- 
ftand  you  are  fo  dear,  would,  by  his 
unhoped-for  return,  acqviitme  to  you, 
by  maring  with  fo  charming  a  princefs 
that  crown  whofe  weight,  fmce  his  ab- 
fence,  has  weighed  me  down.' 
The  remembrance  of  the  Prince  of 
China  drew  tears  from   Gulguli-Che- 
mame's eyes,  when  the  centaur,  who  was 
now  fet  at  liberty,  thus  fpoke:  '  King  of 
Nanquin,'  faid  he,   '  ceale  to  afflift 
yourlelf— and  do  you,  fair  princefs,  dry- 
up  your  tears — your  ibrrows  (hall  loon 
terminate  in  the  return  of  a  dutiful  fon 
and  a  faithful  lover.     Go,  meet  the 
prince,  who,  while  I  am  now  fpeaking, 
is  entering  Nanquin.'  Snyingthis,  the 
centaur  arofe  like  a  cloud,  ana  vanimed 
from  all  their  eyes. 

The  king  and  the  princefs  could  fcarce 
contain  themfelves  for  joy.  The  cen- 
tnur  had  performed  fuch  wonders  as  left 
no  room  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  agree- 
able newi.  They  went  diieftly  to  meet 


the  prince,  and  found  him  furrounded 
with  the  people,  who  teftified  by  a  thou- 
fand  chearful  fhouts  the  joy  they  con- 
ceived for  his  return. 

Outzim-Ochantey  woxild-have  thrown 
himfelf  at  his  father's  feet,  but  that  mq- 
narch  prevented  him;  and,  tenderly  em- 
bracing the  prince — '  O  my  fon!'   laid 
he,  '  what  mowers  of  tears  has  yourab- 
fence  caufed  me  to  fhed  !  But  I  forget 
all  that  is  paft,  and  think  only  of  what 
has  bcfel  me  to-day.' — '  I  am  not  ig- 
norant, my  lord,  of  all  your  Ibrrows,' 
eplied  the  prince, '  and  in  what  manner 
they  are  terminated  by  the  Princeis  of 
Teflis.     A  celebrated  enchanter,  who 
alTifled  me  to  punim  the  perfecutor  of 
this  adorable  princefs,  has  informed 
me  of  all  that  parted  in  your  court.  He 
was  fo  firmly  attached  to  my  intereft, 
that  he  concealed  nothing  from   me 
withiu  the  compafs  of  his  art,  and  then 
tranfported  me  hither  with  inconceiva- 
ble rapidity,  after  he  had  apprized  me 
of  the  juft  revenge  you  have  taken  on, 
Kamzem's  infidelity.' 
It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  pleafure 
the  princefs  felt  from  the  return  of  her 
lover.  She  was  no  longer  afraid  of  lofmg 
him  again,  fmce  me  received  him  now 
as  the  vanquilher  of  the  perfidious  Bizeg- 
el-Kazak.      She  then  exprefTed  an  ar- 
dent defire  to  be  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  glorious  victory ;  when, 
after  he  had  entered  the  palace,  and  had 
recited  to  his  father  all  his  adventures 
from  the  moment  of  their  reparation,  he 
continued  his  hiftory  in  the  following 


TEE  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HIS- 
TORY OF  OUTZIM-OCHANTKY, 
PRINCE  OF  CHINA. 

YO  U  very  well  remember,  Madam, 
I  could  not  govern  my  horfe;  for, 
in  fpite  of  all  my  endeavours,  he  carried 
me  out  of  your  reach:  it  is  true,  the  light 
of  my  carbuncle  difpelled  the  darkncfs 
which  covered  the  earth;  but  my  horfe 
ran  at  fuch  a  rate,  that  I  could  fcarce  dif- 
tinguim  the  objects  that  furrounded  me : 
yet,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  the  road 
on  each  fide  was  full  of  dangerous  pre- 
cipices, fo  that  I  could  not  proceed  with- 
out running  the  hazard  of  falling  with  my 
horfe  to  the  bottom.  After  all,  I  am  not 
lure  whether  the  ground  failed  under  his 
feet  or  not:  but  falling  from  his  back,  I 

rolled 
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rolled  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without 
itopping;  and,  after  remaining  fenfelcfs 
for  fome  time,  I  found  myfelf  on  a 
green  turf,  near  the  mouth  of  a  frightful 
cave,  I  was  doubtlefs  a  good  while  be- 
fore I  recovered  from  the  iwoon  my  fall 
had  occasioned;  and,  when  I  came  to 
myfelf,  faw  nothing  near  me  but  thefe 
pits.  I  entered  the  cave  by  the  light  of 
my  carbuncle;  I  walked  near  an  hour, 
and  met  with  nothing  but  reptiles  of  all 
kinds,  which  fled  before  me :  at  lait  I 
came  to  a  rock,  which  flume  fo  bright,  that 
it  looked  as  if  it  was  let  with  diamonds; 
on  the  top  thereof  fat  an  ape  of  a  faery 
colour.  As  ibon  as  this  animal  law  me, 
he  defcended  from  the  rock,  and,  pro- 
ftrating  himfelf  at  my  feet,  beltowed  on 
me  a  thoufand  carefles. 

As  I  was  afraid  of  being  furprized,  I 
drew  my  fabre  in  the  entrance  of  the  cave. 
The  ape  then  made  figns  to  me  to  Itrike 
the  rock  in  that  part  which  (hone  bright- 
eft:  I  did  fo;  and  prefently  it  Iplit  in 
two,  and  difcovered  a  black  marble  Hair- 
cafe  with  Iteps  of  ibhd  gold. 

I  did  not  hefitate  (  continued  the  prince) 
to  follow  the  ape,  who  was  now  become 
my  guide  ;  and  having  defcended  near 
five  hundred  Iteps,  we  arrived  at  a  large 
hall  illuminated  witli  twelve  cryltal 
lamps,  in  the  midft  of  which  was  raifed 
a  tomb  of  white  marble,  whereon  was  re- 
prefented  feveral  apes  in  different  atti- 
tudes. This  f'gut  furprized  me  not  a 
little,  when  I  beheld  the  living  ape 
fprinkle  fome  water  on  them,  which  he 
drew  from  a  fountain  in  one  corner  of  the 
hall;  they  ftarted  up,  bore  him  in  triumph 
to  the  bafon,  and  plunged  all  together 
into  the  fountain. 

This  fantattick  ceremony  furprized  me 
greatly;  but,  while  I  was  waiting  impa- 
tiently for  the  event,  there  arofe  out  of 
the  tomb  a  man  of  a  gigantick  fize,  in  a 
coat  of  mail :  he  advanced  towards  me 
with  his  fabre  drawn ;  I  prepared  to  de- 
fend myfelf;  and,  after  a  very  obftinate 
fight,  I  threw  him  on  the  ground;  and, 
going  to  unlace  the  (traps  of  his  armour, 
how  great  was  my  aftoniihment  to  find 
I  had  all  this  time  only  engaged  an  empty 
piece  of  armour,  artfully  difpofed,  with- 
out a  body  to  occupy  it. 

An  enchantment  of  this  kind  very  much 
furprized  me:  I  then  collected  all  the  (traps 
•which  laced  this  armour  together ;  and, 
throwing  theia  into  the  fountain,  my  ears 


were  immediately  faluted  with  foft  fym- 
phonies  of  mufick;  after  which  I  beheld 
feveral  men  and  women  who  had  been 
changed  from  thofe  apes  and  monkies 
who  had  before  plunged  into  the  foun- 
tain. 

At  the  head  of  this  company  there  ap- 
peared a  man  of  a  very  majeftick  ftature, 
cloathed  in  a  long  robe  of  the  colour  of 
fire,  embroidered  withhold,  and  adorned 
with  pearls  and  diamonds :  he  accolted 
me  with  a  noble  air — '  My  lord,'  (aid 
he,  '  I  have  waited  impatiently  a  long 
time  for  you  to  put  an  end  to  an  ad- 
venture on  which  the  future  happinefs 
of  both  our  lives  muft  depend ;  liner, 
in  delivering  my  fpoufe  from  the  cruel 
Kazak,  and  by  deftroying  that  monfter, 
you    will   effectually   re-eftablifla    the 
PrincefsofTeflis  in  her  dominions,  and 
become  poffefied  of  that  charming  per- 
fon. 

*  You  ftand  amazed,  my  lord,  to  hear 

that  I  am  acquainted  with  your  paffion; 

but  this  wonder  will  cer.fe  when  you 

come  to  know  who  I  am.'     Then,  fet- 

ting  me  on  a  fopha  near  himfelf,  he  thus 

began.' 


THE   HISTORY    OF   BIZEG-EL-ASNA. 

MY  name  is  well' known  among  the 
enchanters :  they  call  me  Bfzeg- 
tl-Afna*;  not  that  I  am  more  beautiful 
than  another,  but  to  diftinguifh  me  from 
my  brother  Bizeg-el-Kazak,  whofe  fir- 
name  was  given  him  to  denote  the  de- 
pravity ot  his  manners.  His  power  has 
been  always  fuperior  to  mine,  by  means 
of  the  evil  Genii  with  whom  he  holds  a. 
dole  correfpondcnce,  and  who  have  in- 
Ipired  him  with  fuch  extreme  malice  as  I 
was  always  unwilling  to  attain. 

There  dwelt  near  us  a  beautiful  virgin* 
called  Sahik.  I  had  often  vifited  this 
damit'l ;  and,  finding  a  mutual  fympathy 
of  inclinations,  we  foon  difcovered  it  by 
a  mutual  cfteem  for  each  other.  As  yon 
know.,  my  lord,  the  cloi'e  connection  be- 
tween love  and  eftcem,  the  latter  was  foon 
(wallowed  up  in  the  former.  I  propofcd 
to  bind  our  hearts  with  the  moft  (acred 
ties;  fhe  contented,  and  a  day  was  let  for 
the  conclufion  of  that  ceremony. 

Though  there  was  but  little  corre- 
fpondence  between  my  brother  and  nic, 
I  thought  it  would  be  civil  to  acquaint 


*  Aftia,  jn  Arabfck,  fignifies  Beautiful. 


him 
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him  with  our  intentions.  He  not  only 
approved  of  the  match,  but  reurlt 
fettle  our  nuptials  himfelf.  Though  I 
well  knew  he  was  capable  of  the  blackeft 
defigns,  I  imagined, that  he  would  atieaft 
regard  the  ties  of  blood,  little  dreaming 
of  the  bloody  treafons  he  has  of  late  exe- 
cuted againit  me. 

We  enchanters  are  in  general  partly 
on  a  footing  in  point  of  fcience.  We 
can  neither  deftroy  nor  hurt  the  defigns 
of  each  other,  except  it  be  on  our  wed- 
ding day;  and  then,  dining  that  time  on- 
ly, we  are  deprived  of  our  power;  unlefs 
we  efpoufe  a  Fairy,  or  an  elementary 
ipirit,  which  does  not  make  \is  degene- 
rate. For  this  caufe,  we  feldom  match 
•with  flmple  mortals;  and  when  we  do,  it 
is  with  as  little  noiie  as  pofiible. 

My  perfidious  brother  took  this  ad- 
vantage. Either  he  was  enamoured  with 
my  wife,  or  his  own  evil  inclination  dif- 
poied  him  to  aft  fo  by  me.  He  had  the 
affurance  to  accoft  Sahik  in  a  very  unbe- 
coming Bianner.  This  I  at  firit  attri- 
buteehio  his  folly ;  but  percei  ving  my  pre- 
fence  fet  no  reftraint  to  his  iniblence,  I 
refented  it.  He  then  raillied  me  for  a 
jealous  fool ;  and,  in  fliort,  extended  his 
impudence  fo  far,  that,  lofing  all  patience, 
I  was  going  to  fell  him  to  the  ground  with 
my  fabre;  to  prevent  which,  he  touched 
me  with  his  wand.  '  Be  not  fo  rafti,'  he 
cried.  'Though  lam  not  diipofed  to 
f  ftain  my  hands  with  your  blood,  I  will 

*  punim  you  in  a  way  that  mall  more  fen- 
'  iibly  affeft  you.     Be  transformed  into 
f  an  ape  of  the  colour  of  fire,  and  be- 

*  come  a  vvitncfs  to  the  happinefs  I  in- 
f  tend  to  enjoy  with  your  fpoufe.' 

No  fooner  had  this  perfidious  brother 
uttered  thclc  words,  than  I  took  the  fi- 
gure of  the  ape  which  conducted  you  hi- 
fher.  The  traitor  received  no  other  treat- 
ment from  the  amiable  Sahrk.  but  what 
Certified  her  horror  and  averfion.  He 
then  caufed  this  marble  tomb  to  rife  out 
of  the  earth,  in  which  he  enclofed  that 
armed  enchanted  figure  yoxi  defeated ; 
and,  after  he  had  changed  all  my  retinue 
into  apes  and  monkeys,  he  caufcd  the  pa- 
lace, in  which  our  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated, to  fink  deep  into  the  earth,  and 
conducted  me  to  the  top  of  this  fhining 
rock,  where  I  have  been  confined  up- 
wards of  a  year. 

Judge,  my  lord,  what  arjguifh  I  have 
fuftained  in  that  cruel  fituation.  Your 
valour  has  already,  indeed,  terminated 


my  misfortunes  in  part,  and  there  re- 
mains no  more  than  to  break  theenchant- 
ment  of  the  tomb,  to  elfccl  which  you 
rmift  feizeon  the  golden  chain;  but,  be- 
fore you  proceed,  you  muil  refreih  your- 
felf  after  the  combat  you  have  been  en- 
gaged in. 


THE  CONCLUSON  OF  THE  ADVEN- 
TURES OF  THE  PRINCE  OF  CHf- 
NA. 

T  Followed  the  enchanter  (continued 
the  prince)  into  a  cabinet,  where  I 
foon  recruited  the  ftrength  and  fpirits  J 
had  lolt  with  a  magnificent  collation. 
Afterwards,  we  returned  into  the  hall: 
and,  as  foon  as  I  had  feized  on  the  golden 
chain,  there  fell  from  the  cieling  two 
fiery  globes;  each  of  thefe  opening  in  the 
middle,  dif'covered  a  monfter  in  a  human 
form  from  the  waift  upwaixls. 

Thefe  two  monfters,  ranging  them- 
felves  on  each  fide  the  tomb  ot  white 
marble,  endeavoured  to  hinder  my  ap- 
proach; when,  behold]  there  arole  out 
of  the  middle  of  the  tomb  a  pillar,  on 
which  was  engraved,  in  letters  of  gold— 
<  Strike!  defeat',  defcend!'  This  inci- 
dent greatly  encouraged  me;  though  I 
hadvefojved  to  engage  the  two  moaners. 
and,  being  aided  by  the  enchanter,  whole 
blows  were  all  well-  timed,  we  vanquifhed 
every  obstacle  ;  for  the  the  fiery  globes, 
and  the  two  monfters,  were  Iwallowed 
up;  and,  on  my  approaching  the  pillar, 
both  that  and  the  tomb,  from  the  bare 
touch  of  my  fabre,  were  reduced  to  a 
powder. 

We  went  down  a  kind  of  a  trap-door, 
and  defcending  a  (lair-cafe  hewn  out  of 
the  rock,  were  conducted  to  the  banks 
of  a  river,  whole  Caters  were  very  black. 
Here  we  found  a  little  boat,  furmfhed  for 
a  long  voyage  with  all  forts  of  provi- 
fions.  The  enchanter  and  myfelf  en- 
tering the  boat,  put  off;  ar.d  falling  down 
the  ftream,  arrived,  about  a  month  after, 
at  the  mouth  of  a  cave  into  which  thefe 
waters  were  difcharged. 

Though  the  current  which  brought  us 
thither  was  very  rapid,  we  were  five  days 
in  eroding  it  by  the  light  of  my  carbun- 
cle ;  and  we  did  not  recover  the  light  till 
about  that  time.  We  then  moved  but 
flov/ly  ;  and,  coafting  along  the  banks, 
beheld  at  adiftance  two  women  bathed  in 
tears  running  towards  us.  We  beck- 
oned 


emeu*  to  them;  and  making  direftly  to 
the  fliore,  leaped  out  upon  dry  land,  and 
joined  them  immediately.  '  Ah,  my 
'  lord!1  cries  one  of  them,  *  if  you  have 

*  any  pity  for  the  beautiful  Sahik,  make 
'  haife  and  refcue  her  from  the  perfidi- 

*  ous  Kazak.     He  has  periecuted  her  a 
'  whole  year;  and  who  is  refolved  to  fuf- 

*  fer  immediately  the  moil  cruel  death, 

*  rather  than  efpoufe  the  cruel  Kazak.' 
—'  As  the  charming  Sahik  has  defended 

*  herfelf  fo  well,  it  is  time,  my  lord/ 
cried  I,  addrefling  myfelf  to  Bizeg-el- 
Aiha,  '  to  revenge  the  treafon  of  your 

*  perfidious  brother.     Let  us  fly  to  the 
'  refcue  of  your  beautiful  fpoufe,  and 

*  not  {pare a  monfter.'— - '  I  am  infinitely 

*  obliged  to  you,'  interrupted  the  en- 
chanter; '  but  there  is  another  method, 
'  more  lure  and  lefs  dangerous,  for  my 

*  revenge.     Kazak  is  fo  blinded  with 

*  his  brutal  pafiion,  that   he  thinks  no 
'  more  of  me.    I  intend  he  fliall  proceed 
'  fo  far  as  even  to  marry  my  dear  prin- 

*  cefs;  then,  as  foon  as  he  has  divefted 
'  himieif  of  his  power,  I  fliall  punifh  him 

*  for  his  wickednefs  to  me.' 

This  refolution  the  enchanter  commit- 
ted to  writing;  and  inftrufted  Sahik,  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  to  behave,  that  Kazak 
might  be  effectually  enfnared;  and  giv- 
ing what  he  had  wrote  into  the  flave^s 
hands  who  was  come  to  implore  his  fuc- 
cour — '  Carry  this,'  faid  he,  '  to  your 
'  beautiful  miftrefs,  and  tell  her  here  is  a 

*  remedy,  incloled  for  all  her  misfor- 
'  tunes.'     The  flave  was  out  of  fight  in 
an  initant,  and  acquitted  herfelf  forth- 
with of  her  commiflion  ;  and,  upon  Sa- 
hik's  opening  the  letter,  fhe  was  ready 
to  die  with  joy  to  find  her  dear  fpoufe 
had  recovered  his  primitive  fhape.     Ka- 
zak entering  her  apartments,  fhedhTem- 
bled her  fentiments  admirably.    '  Well, 
'  my  lord,'  faid  me,  with  an  air  that  ap- 
peared ferene,  '   fuice  I.muft  refolve,  I 
'  confeut  to  marry  you  this  day,  pro- 

*  vided  you  abftain  three  days  from  con- 
'   fummating   the    marriage- rites:    my 
'  hand  is  yours  on  that  condition  only.' 
— c  Ah,  Madam  !'  replied  Kazak,  tranf- 
ported  with  joy, '  I  fwear  by  all  the  ten- 

*  dernefs  I  .feel  for  you,  your  will  mail 

*  be  obeyed  ;  and  may  I  be  for  ever  de- 
'  prived  of  my  power,  if  I  once  violate 

*  fny  oath/     upon  this  affurance,  Sa- 
hik eipouied  him;  and  he  adorned  his 
nuptials  with  every  pleafure  his  an  could 
furnifh,  or  his  iuncy  devife. 


During  this  interval,  Kazak  omitted 
nothing  which  might  divert  the  princefs, 
who  grew  very  uneafy  till  the  return  of 
her  real  fpoule.  At  lad,  to  the  dreadful 
altonifhment  of  Kazak,  we  entered  her 
apartment.  He  would  fain  have  fled, 
but  his  brother  prevented  that;  and, 
touching  htm  with  his  wand — '  Stay, 
'  traitor/  cried  he, '  and  make  a  fuitable 

*  acknowledgment  of  thy  crime.' 

As  foon  as  Kazak  found  his  feet  fixed 
to  the  floor,  ib  that  he  could  neither  ad- 
vance nor  retreat,  he  grew  fo  outrageous, 
that,  without  discovering  the  leafl  re- 
morfe,  he  uttered  againft  his  brother  eve- 
ry thing  rage  and  defpair  could  pofiibly 
fuggeft.  Xranfported  beyond  all  bounds, 
1  cried — '  This  is  too  much,  my  lord,  to 
'  be  any  longer  endured ;  this  wretch  has 

*  lived  too  Ipng:'  and  ib,  without  re- 
garding the  interpoGtioa  of  his  brother, 
I  Itvuck  otf  his  head. 

The  enchanter  was  no  iboner  expired, 
l>ut  all  the  people  of  his  retinue,  who 
groaned  underneath  his  tyranny,  threw 
them  f  elves  at  his  brother's  feet,  to  im- 
plore his  clemency,  who  received  them 
very  gracicufly;  and  having  tranfportect 
us  in  an  ijaftant  to  his  palace,  he  banifh- 
ed,  by  his  prefence,  forrow,  which  had 
folong  reigned  there.  After  he  had  in- 
dulged a  few  moments  tendernefs  with 
his  fpoufe,  he  conducted  me  in  an  inftant 
to  Tefiis;  where  having  aflembled  the 
flates  of  your  kingdom,  I  declared  to 
them  the  death  of  the  ufurper;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  renewed  in  your  behalf 
thole  oaths  of  allegiance  they  'owed  to 
you.  He  then  informed  me  of  the  cruel 
trial  that  the  infidelity  of  Kamzem  had 
put  you  to  for  having  flighted  her  love. 
He  inflru£ted  me  in  the  vicloiy  you  ob- 
tained over  the  centaur;  who  it  feems  is 
an  enchanter,  and  was  condemned  for 
fome  fault  to  wafte  nine  years  under  thac 
form,  uniefshe  mould-happen  to  bt  over- 
come by  the  addrefs  of  a  virgin,  by  whole 
means  he  might  obtain  his  liberty.  Af- 
ter this,  Bizeg-el-Afna  bore  me  with  in- 
conceivable fwiftnefs  through  the  air, 
and  landed  me  at  the  gates  of  Nancjuiu 
jult  in  the  inftant  the  flames  were  putting 
a  period  to  the  lift- of  the  perfidious  Kam- 
zc;n. 

This  narration  wonderfully delighit.l 
the  king  and  the  young  princefs.  *  My 
'  dearfbn/  faid  the  good  father,  '  I  can 
'  defer  your  hnppincfs  n.>ion°-fi;  I  a:u 
'  too  much  obliged  to  i\i<-~  imiabi 


cefs,  not  to  admit  her  with  joy  for  my 
daughter.     But  this  is  not  all;  I  will 
forthwith  furrender  into  your  hands  the 
kingdom  of  China,  and  I  will — '  'No, 
no,  my  lord,'  replied  the  prince,  em- 
>racing   his  knees,    *  you  mall  by  no 
means  quit  your  throne.     If  ambition 
had  been  my  ruling  paffion,  I  need  not 
want  a  kingdom,  where  lean  truly  fay 
I  might  have  enjoyed  the  affections  of 
the  people;  but  I  parted  from  thence 
without  regret,  purely  for  the  fake  of 
revifiting  you.    The  kingdom  of  Tef- 
lis  is  fufficient  to  bound  my   ntmoft 
views ;  but,  if  my  advice  has  fufficient 
weight  with  the  princefs,  I  had  much 
rather,  my  lord,  be  the  firft  fubjeft  in 
your  court,  than  to  reign  in  Georgia.1 
Qulguli-Chemame  was  fo  charmed 
with  this  truly  noble  behaviour,  that  her 
will  feemed  to  be  entirely  refolved  into 
that  of  the  prince.     And  Fanfur  was 
forced  to  give  way  to  their  united  in- 
ftances  ;  but  on  this  condition,  how- 
ever, that  the  prince  mould  (hare  the  di- 
adem with  his  father;  and,  as  this  lat- 
ter would  be  obeyed,  Outzim-Ochantey 
was  proclaimed  king.     He  then  efpoufed 
the  Princefs  of  Teflis,  and  enjoyed  a  fe- 
licity with  that  charming  lady,  uninter- 
rupted by  thcfe  accidents  to  which  the 
lives  of  princes  are  fo  fubjeft. 

Here  the  new  vizir  (topped;  and  Schcms- 
Eddin  declared  himielf  highly  fatisfied 
with  his  difcourfe.  '  Thy  conversion 
'  enchants  me,'  laid  the  monarch,  em- 
bracing him :  '  but,  my  dear  Ben-Eri- 
c  doun,  how  is  it  poffible  that  all  thefe 

*  adventures  occur  to  your  memory  ?    I 
1  am  furprized  to  hear  with  what  eafe 
'  you  have  related  the  hiftory   of  the 

*  Prince  of  China,  together  with  all  thofe 
'  which  are  comprized  in  this  narration.' 
•— '  Ah,  my  lord!'  replied  the  fonof  A- 
bubeker  very  modeftly,  '  I  rather  ap- 
'  prehend,  from  your  majefty's  obferva- 

*  tion,  that  I  ought  to  have  been  lets 

*  prolix  in  my  narrations,   and  that  I 
'  I  fliould  have  palled  on  to  the  hiftones 
'  of  the  Prince  of  Achem  and  the  young 

*  Princefs  of  Borneo.     This  I  perceive 

*  myfelf;  but  to  this  is  owing  the  fu- 
'  ijpenfion  of  thofe  adventures  which  could 
'  not  be  fo  well  related  till  thofe  of  Out- 
'  7.im-Ochantey  were  all  unravelled.'-— 
'  Never  mind  that,'  replied  the  King  of 
Aftracan;  «  I  mall  not  lofethe  thread  of 


'  your  narrations.  I  well  remember  how 
'  ingenioufly  you  brought  Gulpenhe 
'  back  to  the  hall  jult  as  the  Princefs  of 
'  Teflis  was  going  to  rehearfe  the  hifto- 

*  ryofFarukthe  Corfair;  and  obferv- 
'  ed,  at  the  fame  time,  you  did  not  ex- 
1  plain  by  what  means  this  princefs  loft 

*  the  protection  of  that  brave  man,  fo  as 
'  to  become  Gulpenhe's  flave.' — 'This, 

*  my  lord,'  replied  Ben-Eridoun,  '  was 
'  a  circumftance  I  purpofely  omitted,  in 
'  order  to  prolong  the  hi  ftory  of  that  cor- 

*  lair.     But,  as  your  majefty  defires  to 

*  be  inftrufted,  I  will  tell  you  how  the 
'  beautiful  Georgian  became  the  flave  of 
'  Gulpenhe. 

'  The  calm,  which  had  lafted  fo  long, 
'  ceafed  at  length;  and  one  night,  when 
'  the  mip  was  under  full  fail,  the  princefs 

*  was  attacked  with  a  great  licknefs  at 
'  her  ftomach.     She  walked  out  upon 
'  the  deck  to  take  the  air ;  and  bending 

*  over  to  difcharge  what  offended  her 
'  ftomach,  a  fudden  fquall  of  wind  throw - 
'  ing  the  (hip  on  that  fide,  me  fell  into 

*  the  fea.     It  was  very  dark,  and  they 
'  did  not  perceive  the  lofs  of  the  princefs ; 

*  but  hearing  fomething  fall  into  the  wa- 
'  ter,  the  pilot  imagined  it  was  one  or 
'  the  feamen.     Several  planks  were  di- 
'  reclly  thrown  overboard,  one  of  which 
c  the  princefs  happily  gained,  and  float  - 

*  ed  about  between  life  and  death  till 
'  break  of  day;  when  a  little  veflel  hali- 

*  ening  to  her  fuccour,  took  her  up. 
'  The  mailer  of  this  vtffel  was  a  dealer 
'  in  (laves;  and  though  the  lady  was  half 
'  dead,  he   perceived,  as  me  way  very 
'  beautiful,  me  would  bear  a  confiderable 

*  price.     With  this  view  he  took  great 
'  care  of  her;  and  the  capital  of  the  king- 
'  dom  of  Kufeh  being  the  firft  port  he 
'  landed  at,  he  fold  her  to  the  Princefs 
'  of  G  ulpenhe  for  eight  hundred  fequins 

*  of  gold. 

'  Thus,  my  lord,  you  have  heard  all 

*  the  adventures  of  this  beautiful  prin- 
'  eels,'  continued  the  fon  of  Abubckcr; 
'  and  as  for  thofe  of  Faruk,  if  you  plcaii-, 

*  they  fliall  be  postponed  a  few  days  long- 
'  er:  mean  while,  I  fliall  begin  fuch  an 
'  entertaining  ftory,  as  I  dare  fay  will 
'  highly  ainufe  and  divert  your  majefty/ 
— '  Proceed,  then,    my  dear  ikn-Eri- 
'  doun,'  replied  the  king,  «  and  you  will 
'  oblige  nic  infinitely.'     The  new  vi- 
zir, being  permitted,   refumed  his  dif- 
courfe in  the  following  terras. 

THE 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  ALCOUZ,  TAHER, 
AND  THE  MILLER. 

THERE  lived  at  Bagdad  two  young 
merchants,  who  contracted  from 
their  infancy  fuch  an  efteem  and  friend- 
ihip  for  each  other,  that  they  were  never 
afunder.  Every  body  talked  of  the 
friend  (hip  of  Alcouz  and  Taher  j  and 
as  they  had  neither  of  them  a  father,  and 
were  their  own  matters,  being  refolved  to 
be  more  clofely  connected,  they  entered 
into  partnerfhip,  and  in  lefs  than  three 
years  they  made  a  very  great  gain. 

Taher,  as  he  was  talking  one  even- 
ing with  Alcouz,  obferved  that  he  was 
thoughtful.  '  What,'  faid  he, '  is  want- 
'  ing  to  your  happinefs  ?  Our  flock  is 
c  increafed  fourfold,  and  our  warehoufes 

*  are  {fared  with  the  beft  of  commodities} 
'  yet  I  have  obferved,  for  fome   days 
'  paft,  that  you  are  very  melancholy, 
'  and  that  you  feem  to  delight  in  nothing 
'  but  folitude.   Am  I  not  worthy,  then, 
'  to  be  entrufted  with  your  fecrets  ?'— 

*  Ah!  my  dear  Taher,'  replied  Alcouz, 
embracing  him,  '  I  am  afhamed  tocon- 

*  fefs  my  weaknefs  to  you;  which,  if  it 
'  were  poffible,  I  would  even  conceal 
'  from  myfelf  j  but  I  feel  it  has  an  abfo- 
'  Jute  power  over  my  heart.     Do  you 

*  know  Behloul  *  the  barber,  who  lives 
'  not  far  from  Bagdad  bridge  ?' — '  Yes,' 
replied  Taher ;  '  he  is  better  known  by 
'  his  daughter's  being  reputed  the  hand- 
'  ibmeft  girl  in  all  Bagdad,  than  by  the 

*  lively  repartees  which  have  gained  him 

*  the  name  he  is  called  by;  and  I  begin 
'  to  think,  by  your  fighing,  that  you  are 
'  not  infenfible  of  the  charms  of  that 


adorable  girl.'—- c  You  have  guefled 
right,'  returned  Alcouz,  blufhing:  '  I 
love  the  beautiful  Lira;  and  I  fhall  go 
diftracled  too,  if  I  do  not  enjoy  her ; 
and  I  believe,  from  the  converfation 
that  has  pafled  between  us,  I  am  not 
wholly  indifferent  to  her.  I  wavered, 
you  iee,  whether  I  mould  acquaint  you 
with  my  paflion,  fearing  it  might  make 
fome  alteration  in  our  friendfhip.' — '  I 
know,'  replied  Taher,  *  that  matri- 
mony will  deprive  me  at  leaft  of  one 
half  of  your  friendfhip;  but,  my  dear 
Alcouz,  I  prefer  your  fatisfaclion  to 
my  own;  and  I  will  go  and  endeavour 
to  promote  your  happinefs.  As  you 
know  my  mother  had  the  honour  to 
give  fuck  to  Giaffer  f,  firft  vizir  to  the 
illuftrious  Haroun  Arrefchid,  the  fo- 
vereign  Commander  of  the  Faithful, 
during  the  ficknefs  of  the  mother  of 
that  Barmecide,  which  hindered  her 
from  fuckling  him;  I  intend  to  ufe 
his  authority  with  Behloul,  and  then 
I  am  lure  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the 
beautiful  Lira.' 

Alcouz,  tenderly  embracinghis  friend, 
conjured  him  to  lofe  no  time;  and  the  vi- 
zir engaging  in  the  affair,  Behloul  foo:i 
confented  to  the  marriage  of  Lira  to  Al- 


This  couple  loved  each  other  beyond 
example  :  fruition  rather  renewed  than 
extinguimed  the  ardours  of  their  paflion; 
and  they  mewed  fuch  frequent  and  ftrong 
marks  of  perfect  love  in  the  prefence  or 
Taher,  that  lie  could  not  forbear  em'y  - 
ing  die  good  fortune  of  his  friend.  The 
innocent  carefies  the  wife  of  his  friend 
beftowed  oia  him,  enflamed  him  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that,  to  avoid  being  unfaithful  to 


*  Behloul,  in  Arabick,  fignifies  a  Jefter. 

•)-  Giaffer  was  one  of  the  fons  of  J  achy,  and  granHfon  of  Ka'.ed,  who  was  defcen 
Barmac,  from  whom  they  derived  the  ;i:lc  >jf  Barmecides.  Jachy  and  his  three  fons  we.re'all 
vizirs  at  one  time  to  Haroun  Arrefchid:  he  entrufted  them  with  the  government  of  hisking- 
doms.  Giaffer  difcharged  his  truft  with  great  fidelity,  and  enjoyed  the  roya!  favour  fevc-ji- 
teen  years  ;  when  he  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  incur  the  caliph's  difpleafure,  who  put  him  to 
death.  The  reafon  was  this:  the  caliph  was  very  amorous  of  his  own  filter,  who  was  ex- 
tremely beautiful,  and  whofe  name  was  Gaebaze ;  and,  that  he  i»iight  have  more  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  her,  he  married  her  to  his  favourite  Giaffer,  forbidding  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  have  any  commerce  with  that  princefs.  The  vizir  abftained  fome  timej  but 
not  being  able  to  do  fo  any  longer,  he  had  a  fon  by  the  princefs,  whcm  he  fent  to  be  nurfei 
at  Mecca.  The  caliph  being  informed  of  it,  was  fo  enraged  with  Jachy,  that  he  threw  him, 
with  all  his  children,  into  a  loathfome  dungeon,  where  they  periihed  miferably.  The  ca- 
liph after  this  being  touched  with  remorfe  for  his  injuftice,  forbad  any  one  to.  talk  of  the 
Barmecides  on  pain  of  death,  that  he  might  remove  frem  his  mind  the  injuftice  he  had  com- 
mitted. But  his  intention  was  not  anfwered  :  the  wits  of  the  court  writ  encomiums  on  thcfe 
faithful  minifters,  and  the  memory  cf  theft  great  men  arc  to  this  day  preferred  in  their 
writing** 

M  Akcvc, 
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Alcouz,  he  refolved  to  take  his  leave  of 
this  tender  pair.  Accordingly  he  de- 
parted, under  fome  pretence,  for  a  few 
days  :  but,  in  fpite  of  the  refblution  he 
had  taken,  lie  was  unable  to  preferve  it 
long;  he  funk  under  the  reftraint  he 
laid  upon  his  pafilon  ;  and,  in  ftrivingto 
extinguifkthat,  he  fell  a  prey  to  a  dan-  ' 
gerous  diftemper. 

Alcouz  and   Lira  never  quitted  the* 
bolfter  of  Taher' s  bed  :   but  they  were  fc  ' 
far  from  contributing  to  his  recovery, 
that  their  prefence  rather  increafed  than  ' 
abated  his  diforder;  which  grew  fo  vio-  ' 
lent,  that  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  in 
Bagdad   defpaired  of  his  life.     Taher 
being  on  the  point  of  death,  both  Al- 
couz and  Lira  wept  bitterly  at  the  im- 
minent  danger   of   their   friend.     His 
youth,  however,  and  the  ftrength  of  a 
good  conftitutioii,  overcame  the  diltem- 
per,  but  left  him  in  a  very  weak  condi- 
tion. 

The  partner/hip  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween thefe  dear  friends,  obliged  one  of 
them  to  go  and  fettle  Ibme  affairs  in 
Grand  Cairo.  As  Taher  was  too  weak 
to  undertake  this  voyage,  Alcouz  was 
obliged  to  go  himfelf;  and,  after  he  had 
made  the  ijecefl'ary  preparations,  took 
leave  of  Taher,  and  recommended  his  dear 
.Lira  to  his  care,  whom  he  tenderly  e?n- 
hraced  with  his  eyes  all  bathed  in  tears : 
then  parting  for  Ballbra,  he  embarked  in 
a  veffel  which  was  going  to  Cairo. 

Taher,  far  "from  complying  with  the 
intentions  of  his  friend,  no  fooner  faw 
Him  depart  from  Bagdad,  than  he  took 
u's  much  care  as  poflible  never  to  be  alone 
with  his  wife.  But  at  laft,  this  beauti- 
4"ul  creature  oblerving  his  behaviour, 
which  appeared  rude  to  her,  faid  to  him 
one  evening — '  You  always  avoid  me,' 
talcing  him  at  the  lame  time  tenderly  by 
the  hand.  '  Since  Alcouz's  abfen.ce,  I 
'  have  been  confidcring  if  I  have  done 
'  any  thing  to  dilpleafe  you  ;  but  I  csn- 
'.  not  comprehend  the  nit-aning  of  this 
'  coldncfs  which  appears  in  your  btha- 
'  viour.  Such  a  conduft  is  i-ealiy  iniu- 
*  rious,  as  well  as  unkind  ;  and  I  deiire 
4  you  will  either  treat  me  with  leis  re- 
'  fli.ve,  or  elfe  tell  me  wherein  I  have  of- 
«  fended.' 

Taher  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion  at 
this  remohftrance:  the  tears  which  he 
ihed,  without  daring  to  look  upon  Lira, 
touched  her  in  a  molt  lively  manner.  She 
prefled  him  to  come  to  an  explanation ; 
but  Talier,  throwing  hmiklf  at  her  feet, 


conjured  her  not  to  put  this  violence  6% 
his  inclinations.     '  Urge  me  no  more, 
Madam,'  faid  he,  '  to  open  my  hearty 
you  will  regard  me  as  the  vileft  of  men, 
if  I  difcover  all  thafpafles  in  it,  fmce 
neither  the  facred  ttes'  of  friendship, 
nor  the' near  approaches  of  death,  can 
triumph  over  a  criminal  pafllon  :  and 
I  feerthat— '     'Stop,  Taher P  cried 
vira,  in  the  utmoft  confufion ;  '  I  begin 
to  underftand  you  now!  'How   is  it 
poffible  you  could  forget  your  obliga- 
tions to  my  fpoufe,  fo  as  to  conceive  a 
paffion  fo  prejudicial  to  my  honour? 
Ah !  if  this  be  true,  let  me  be  for  ever 
ignorant  of  it.' — *  No,  Madam,'  re- 
lied Taher ;   '  it  is  no  longer  time  to 
diftemhle :'  I  confefs  I  am  a  traitor,  I 
am  a  villain !  But  I  am  thefe  in  fpite  of 
myfelf,  for  I  have  ufed  every  effort  I 
was  mailer  of  to  extinguish  thefe  )aw- 
lefs  flames.     I  would  have  died  the 
moft  cruel  death,  and  I  was  condemned 
to  an  eternal  filence;  but  you  forced 
me  to  fpeak:    however,  I  mall  foon 
punifh  myfelf  for  having  invaded  the 
rites   of  the   ftrifteft   union.'      Here 
glancing  his  eyes  by  accident  on  Lira, 
and  perceiving  (he  was  thoroughly  in- 
cenfed,  fuch  was  the  violence  of  his  grief, 
that  he  funk  down  at  her  feet  in  a  fwoon. 
To  this  at.  firft  me  feemed  infenfible ; 
but  pity  at  length  getting  the  better  of 
her  juft  relentment,  fhe  did  all  me  was 
able  to  reftore  him  to  his  fenfes ;  and  the 
unhappy  lover,  feebly  opening  his  eyes, 
faw  how  anxious  me  was  for  his  reco- 
very.    '  Let  me  die,  Madam,'  faid  he 
tenderly :    '  your  affiftance  is  cruelty  j 
'  and  my  life,  after  having  offended  you, 
'  is  become  odious  to  me,  and  I  quit  it 
'  without  regret.'    He  fell  then  into  ano- 
ther fwoon ;  and  Lira  verily  thought  hs 
had  but  a  few  moments  to  live. 

Hitherto,  my  lord,  (purfued  Ben-Eri- 
doun)  I  have  drawn  you  a  beautiful  pic- 
ture of  this  lady's  conduct  :  but  as  there 
lometiir.es  occur  fome  moments  when  the 
virtue  of  certain  women  are  reduced  to 
a  dangerous  criiis,  Lira  truly  proved  this 
truth.  Terrified  at  the  refolution  of  her 
lover,  and  foftcned  by  the  excefs  of  his 
paffion,  fhe  made  a  fudden  traniition  from 
the  violence  of  herrcfcntment  t«  the  moft 
lively  trnnfports  of  tendernefs.  *  What 
'  has  Alccuz  done  for  me  equal  to  this  ?* 
fhe  cried,  in  that  moment,  to  herfelf. 
'  He  never  loved  me  half  fo  much  as 
*  Taher  does,  or  he  would  not,  for  the 
'  fake  of  a  little  paltry  gain,  which  he 

'  could 
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'•  could  have  eafily  flighted,  enterprized 
'  a  voyage  from  which  he  is  not  likely 
to  return  in  a  twelvemonth.    It  is  done, 
then,  my  dear  Taher ;  I  will  both  live 
and  die  for  you  :  and,   fmce  you  died 
for  me,  I  fiicrifice  to  you,  without  far- 
ther (cruple,  all  the.tendernefs  I  enter- 
tained for  Alcouzj  and  which  he  fo 
little  merited.    Live,  then,  my  dear 
'  lover ;  and  live  for  Lira.' 

Thefe  proteftations  of  this  beautiful 
perfon,  my  lord,  were  accompanied  with 
carefTes  fo  touching,  that  Taller  foon  re- 
covered from  his  fit ;  and  the  extreme 
furprize  he  was  in  to  find  himfelf  enclofed 
in  the  arms  of  his  miftrefs,  who  perfectly 
overwhelmed  him  with  the  moil  lively 
marks  of  her  pamon,  quickly  reftored 
him  to  his  fenfes.  He  thought  he  ought 
.not  to  neglect  an  opportunity  fo  favour- 
able to  his  love ;  and,  forgetting  his 
obligations  to  his  friend,  and  taking  ad- 
vantage from  the  weaknels  of  his  beau- 
.tiful  fpoufe,  he  became  at  length  the 
compleat  conqueror  of  her  affections. 

The  facrifice  which  Lira  made  of  her 
virtue  was  attended,  however,  with  fome 
degree  of  fhame  and  remorfe ;  but  as  tins 
was  not  a  time  to  refufe  any  thing  to  her 
lover,  thofe  impreflions  were  eaiily  ef- 
faced :  his  tender  and  refpectful  beha- 
viour was  fuch,  that  me  thought  no  more 
of  Alcouz  than  if  he  had  never  been  her 
hufband. 

Entirely  given  up  to  their  paffion,  they 
dallied  away  near  a  year  in  the  en  oy- 
ment  of  thofe  pleafures  which  appeared 
to  them  always  new;  and,  not  content 
with  feeing  each  other  every  moment, 
they  muft  needs  exprefs  their  love  by  the 
moil  paruonate  letters  they  could  devife. 
Thus  lofing  the  memory,  the  one  of  his 
friend,  and  the  other  of  her  fpoufe,  nei- 
ther of  them  ever  dreamed  of  his  return 
from  Grand  Cairo. 

Alcouz,  however,  little  as  they  ex- 
pected him,  returned  to  B.igdad,  after 
he  had  terminated  his  affairs  at  Cairo. 
Though  his  prefence  was  not  very  de- 
firable,  they  receivedhim  with  open  arms, 
and  deceived  him  with  their  carerTes. 
His  long  abfence  made  him  fancy  his 
wife  looked  more  charming  than  when 
he  parted  from  her  :  not  a  moment  ef- 
caped  without  beftowing  on  her  Tome 
marks  of  his  tender  affection;  and  fo 
far  was  he  from  fufpecting  her  fidelity, 
that  he  furnimed  her  with  frequent  op- 
portunities of  being  alone  with,  Tahcr, 


One  evening,  as  Lira  lay  reclined  on 
her  fopha,  me  was  feized  with  a  violent 
head -ache  5  to  afluage  which,  (he  wanted 
to  apply  a  kind  of  dilhlled  water,  which 
was  reckoned  an  excellent  remedy  for 
fuch  -diforders ;    but,    being   diffracted 
with  the  pain,   me  gave   her  hufband, 
without  a  thought,  the  key  of  a  little 
cabinet,  where  the  bottle  was  which  held 
this  water.    Alcouz,  who  tenderly  loved 
his  wife,  ran  to  the  cabinet ;  but  he  was 
no  fooner  gone,  than  Taher  was  fur- 
prized  to  fee  his  miftrefs  tearing  her  hair. 
Ah  !'   faid  flic,    '  my  life,    my   dear 
love,  we  are  utterly  ruined !    My  im- 
prudence will  become  the  future  ipurce 
of  our  misfortunes :    I  have  been  fa 
thoughtlefs  as  to  give  my  hufband  the 
key  of  my  cabinet,  where  all  the  letters 
lie  in  which  you  have  expreffed  the 
livelinefs  of  your  paffion.   Alcouz,,  in 
his  rage,  will  doubtlefs  fpare  neither 
his  wife  nor  his  friend.' 
Taher  was  vexed  to  the  laft  degree ; 
but  being  a  man  of  great  prefence  or 
mind,   he  ran  after  Alcouz ;    and  the 
clofet-door  being  open,  he  faw  him  read- 
ing one  of  thele  letters  :  then  (hutting  it 
foftly  upon  him,  he  double-locked  it, 
and  dole  away  with  the  key ;  while  Al- 
.couz's  furprize  at  the  infidelity  of  his 
wife  and  his  friend  was  too  great  to  at- 
tend the  motions  of  the  latter.     Taher. 
went  directly  where  the  cadi  was  kept  j 
and  taking  all  the  gold  he  could  find, 
fled  away  with  Lira  to  the  firft  village 
which  offered  ;  where  being  mounted  on 
two  horfes,  they  puriued  their  journey 
all  night,  till  they  were  gotten  more  than 
twenty  leagues  from  Bagdad. 

In  the  mean  time,  Alcouz  having  read 
all  Taher's  letters",  which  left  him  no 
room  to  doubt  of  his  misfortunes,  took 
a  poniard,  and  would  have  defcended 
directly  to  pierce  the  he;  .t  of  la's  wife  ; 
but,  to  his  great  furprize,  ioimd  the  door 
locked  upon  him  :  he  called  to  his  ilaves 
to  come  and  open  the  door  ;  -but  the  key 
was  not  to  be  found.  Alcouz,  enraged 
at  this,  ordered  it  td"be  broke  open ; 
which  being  done,  he  ran  directly  to  the 
hall  where  he  had  left  his  wife;  but 
neither  (lie  nor  her  lover  were  to  be 
found:  he  was  informed  that  they  were 
both  gone  together  in  great  diforder. 
He  went  to  the  place  where  the  cafh  was 
kept;  and  finding  his  coffers  empty,  he 
threw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  and  his 
cries  terrified  the  boldefl  of  his  attend- 
M.  a  ants. 
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ants.  None  of  his  flaves  durft  demand 
the  caufe  of  this  fury;  but,  being  re- 
covered from  his  firft  emotions,  he  fent 
them  about  their  bufmefs.  '  Whatever 

*  may  be  my  unhappinefs,'  laid  he,  '  let 
'  me  act  with  prudence  on  this  delicate 

*  occafion,  and  not  expofe  myfelf  to  ri- 
'  dicule.     I  am,  it  is  true,'  faid  he,  '  be- 
'  trayed  by  my  friend,  and  my  wife  is 

*  unfaithful ;  and  this  is  a  fore  afflic- 
'  tion,  I  mult  own.    But  ought  I  to  bear 
'  myfelf  the  punifhment  of  their  guilt  ? 

*  No !    let  them  groan  and  die  under  a 

*  fer.fe  of  their  perfidy:  the  lots  I  have 
'  felt  to-day  is  not  fo  confiderable  as 

*  wholly  to  obftruct  my  future  hanpi- 
'  nefs.'  Then  banifhingTaher  fnddenly 
from  his  mind, he  defpifed  them  i'o  much, 
that  he  never  once  thought  it  worthwhile 
to  purfue  after  them  :  but  leaving  them 
to  their  deliiny,  he  applied  his  mind,  as 
iifual,  to  his  bufmefs  ;  and  fought  to  re- 
pair, in  the  embraces  of  other  women, 
the  lofs  he  had  fuftained. 

Six  months  were  now  elapfed  fince  the 
departure  of  Taher  and  Lira,  when  Al- 
couz  was  advertifed  of  the  death  of  one 
of  his  correfpondents  in  the  Ealt  Indies. 
As  that  man  was  confiderably  in  his  debt, 
and  had  never  fettled  with  him,  he  was 
refolved  to  go  thither,  and  fettle  his  ac- 
compts  with  the  heirs  of  the  deceafed. 
With  a  view  to  this,  he  left  his  effects 
in  the  hands  of  his  nephew,  in  whom  he 
entirely  confided,  and  embarked  at  Bal- 
fora  in  a  veflel  which  he  had  loaded  with 
Aindry  kinds  of  merchandizes.  They 
touched  at  feveral  ifles,  where  Aicouz 
bartered  his  goods  at  an  advantageous 
rate,  but  efpecially  for  diamonds,  which 
he  always  preferved  in  a  leather- purfe  in 
his  girdle.  A  i'udden  ftorm  overtook 
them  at  length ;  and,  after  the  (hip  had 
for  fome  time  bore  up  againft  the  winds 
and  waves,  Ihe  unfortunately  foundered . 

During  the  tempeft,  Aicouz  happily 
laid  hold  of  a  plank,  and,  in  Ipite  of  the 
•winds,  floated  two  days  and  two  nights; 
at  lart  he  was  thrown  on  an  ifland  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  wholly  uninhabited. 
Being  aimoft  dead  with  hunger,  he  ate 
fome  fruits  that  grew  wild,  and  which 
were  of  a  delicious  tafte;  and  marching 
afterwards  nine  days  without  meeting 
with  any  habitation,  he  arrived,  towards 
the  dole  of  the  tenth,  on  the  banks  of  a 


river,  which  he  parted  by  fwimming,  and 
defcendedacharmingfinemeadow,which 
led  to  a  noble  city  called  Brava  *. 

As  Aicouz  made  but  an  indifferent 
figure  in  point  of  drefs,  and  fearing  to  be 
infulted,  he  declined  entering  the  city  till 
night.  After  he  had  refrefhed  himfelf 
with  the  remainder  of  thofe  fruits  he  had 
brought  with  him,  the  coolnefs  of  his 
foliation  invited  him  to  reft;  and,  as  It 
was  a  good  while  fince  he  enjoyed  a  com- 
fortable repofe,  he  fell  into  a  profound 
fleep,  out  of  which  he  did  not  awake  be- 
fore the  night  was  far  advanced;  when 
he  was  fuddenly  awakened. 

A  dreadful  fire,  which  reflected  it's 
blaze  from  a  fine  houfe  that  flood  de- 
tached from  the  city,  quickly  opened  the 
eyes  of  Aicouz.  He  immediately  ran  to 
afford  his  afliftance  ;  and  hearing  feveral 
frightful  fhrieks  from  within,  took  up  a 
great  piece  of  timber  which  lay  before 
the  ftreet-dooi ,  and  having  broke  it  open, 
and  two  others,  which  communicated  to 
the  apartments  of  fome  women,  they 
were  happily  refcued  from  the  flames, 
and  faved  themfelves  without  flaying  to 
thank  their  deliverer.  After  this,  he 
penetrated  into  a  little  clofet,  whofe  door 
he  drove  inward.  Here  he  perceived  an 
old  woman  half  burnt,  and  a  young  lady 
of  exquifjte  beauty  aimoft  naked,  but 
more  beautiful  than  any  he  had  ever  feen, 
fainting  away  by  herfelf;  and  taking 
her  in  his  arms,  he  carried  her  in  the 
condition  fhe  was  to  the  place  where  he 
had  flept. 

This  young  woman,  whom  he  ima- 
gined the  fmoke  had  fuftbcated,  was  no 
Iboner  reftored  to  the  frefh  air  than  me 
opened  her  eyes.  The  day  appeared,  and 
fhe  was  furprized  to  find  herfelf  in  the 
country ;  but  being  informed  by  IK 
liverer  how  me  came  there,  fhe  beheld 
him  with  lefs  reluctance,  and  began  to 
confider  him  as  the  only  perfon  to  whom 
fhe  owed  her  life.  She  told  him  her 
name  was  Salle ;  that  her  father,  who 
had  been  dead  three  years  before,  was  a 
rich  jeweller;  and  that  fhe  lived  with 
her  mother  anil  fome  flaves  in  that  houfe 
which  was  now  burnt.  She  then  ex- 
prefled  a  great  uneaiinefs  about  the  fate 
of  her  mother  ;  and  having  learned  from 
Aicouz  that  he  had  feen  the  body  of  an 
elJeily  woman  half  conftimed  in  the 


*  Brava  is  a  city  of  New  Arabia,  has  a.  very  good  port,  and  is  the  capita}  of  a  free  and 
independent  rep-Mick  of  that  name.  This  city  is  remarkable  for  it's  large  traihck  in  goldj 
firvcr,  ivory,  amber,  and  wax. 
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•lofet  from  which  he  faved  her,  (he  no 
longer  doubted  her  loi's,  and  abandoned 
herfelf  to  all  the  moit  lively  forrow. 

Alcouz  did  every  thing  he  was  able  to 
confole  this  beautiful  peribn ;  he  re- 
turned with  her  to  the  mother's  houfe, 
which  was  now  entirely  reduced  to  aihes. 
This  mournful  fpectacle  drew  a  frefh 
torrent  from  her  eyes,  and  reduced  her 
to  the  utmoft  mifery.  Alco\iz,  who  be- 
gan to  conceive  a  violent  paliion  for  her, 
conveyed  her  from  this  fatal  place ;  and 
conducting  her  into  the  city  of  Brava, 
directly  provided  new  habits  both  for 
her  and  himfeif  by  the  fale  of  one  of  his 
diamonds :  and  having  hired  a  houfe 
ready-furr.ifhed,  he  carried  her  thither; 
and  in  a  few  days  after  repaired  her 
lofTes,  by  buying,  in  her  name,  the  houfe 
in  which  (he  lodged,  and  prefenting  her 
with  a  young  llave. 

The  peribn  of  Alcouz,  my  lord,  was 
very  well  made :  he  had  laved  the  life  of 
Salle,  and  his  conduct  to  her  was  fuch 
as  excited  her  gratitude.  He  pafled  fe- 
veral  months  with  this  beautiful  crea- 
ture in  the  fofteft  and  moft  endearing 
delights ;  and  learned  with  excelfive  joy, 
from  her  own  lips,  how  deeply  her  heart 
was  imprefled  with  his  tendernefs. 

Never  was  Alcouz  in  fuch  a  happy 
fttuation  before.  The  careffes  of  a  mif- 
trefs  are  q.uite  of  a  different  nature  from 
thofe  of  a  wife;  and  Salle  continually 
bellowed  on  him  fuch  lively  marks  of  her 
love,  that  he  had  reafon  to  think  he  was 
the  moft  beloved  of  all  men.  But  though 
the  pafllon  he  entertained  for  this  lady 
was  veiy  great,  yet,  as  the  conduct  of 
Lira  had  infpired  him  with  a  general 
diftruftof  the  whole  fex,  he  watched  the 
actions  of  his  miftrefs  fo  narrowly,  that 
he  thought  he  beheld  her  not  altogether 
indifferent  to  a  young  man  of  Brava, 
who  palled  often  through  her  ftreet,  and 
whom  me  always  feemed  to  regard  with 
more  than  ordinary  attention.  What- 
ever regret  he  felt,  he  difcovered  nothing 
of  his  fufpicions  to  his  miftrefs  :  but  one 
evening,  this  youth,  more  indifcreet  than 
ufual,  had  placed  himielf  oppolite  to  the 
door  of  Salle' s  houfe;  who,  as  Ihe  was 
at  her  window,  appeared  highly  de- 
lighted with  his  geiiures  and  manner  of 
exprefllng  his  paffion.  Alcouz  could 
not  govern  his  paflion ;  he  defcended 
haftily  into  the  ftreet,  and  running  ab- 


ruptly to  this  giddy-htaded  youth,  gave 
him  fuch  a  violent  blow,  that  he  fell  to 
the  ground.  The  youth,  aftoniuied  at 
this  treatment,  got  up  directly,  drew  his 
fabre,  and  made  furioufly  at  Alcouz :  but 
he  having  more  ftrength  and  addrefs  than 
his  antagonili,  with  two  flxokes  of  his 
fabre  put  an  end.  to  the  combat,  and  left 
his  rival  all  bathed  in  his  blood. 

The  cries  which  Salle  made  when  me 
faw  the  bloody  condition  of  her  new  lover, 
alarmed  all  the  neighbourhood.  As  there 
was  now  no  fafcty  for  Alcouz  in  Brava, 
he  fled  directly ;  and  having  gained  fe- 
veral  bye-ftreets  which  conducted  him  tt> 
one  of  the  city-gates,  he  (topped  a  little, 
not  knowing  what  courl'e  he  mould  take  -. 
but  being  informed  that  the  young  man. 
whom  he  had  wounded,  and  perhaps 
killed,  was  a  peribn  of  confequence,  he 
judged  it  would  be  very  improper  to  re- 
turn to  the  city.  He  had  about  him, 
beiides  the  greater  part  of  his  jewels,  a 
purfe  full  of  gold.  Travelling  with  thefe 
all  night,  and  feveral  days  after,  he  ar- 
rived at  length  at  Barboa*,  Here  he 
embarked  on  the  River  Qiiilmanca,  which 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Oriental  Ocean, 
and  purliied  his  voyage  to  the  Indies. 
Tiit-re  he  arrived  without  any  accident  j 
and  having  lettled  his  accompts  with  the 
heirs  of  his  correfpondent,  he  made  a 
purchafe  of  pepper,  cinnamon,  and  am- 
ber, by  which  he  gained  cent  per  cent. 
Afterwards,  being  re-embarked,  he  re- 
turned without  any  accident  to  Balfora, 
from  whence  he  lent}  by  land,  his  mer- 
chandizes to  Bagdad;  but  ftaid  at  Bal- 
fora for  ibme  time  to  recover  himielf 
from  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage. 

One  evening,  as  he  was  walking  out 
of  the  gates  of  the  city,  he  drew  near  to 
a  mill ;  and  obferving  the  miller's  wife 
to  be  very  pretty,  he  became  paffionately 
in  love  with  her.     He  accofted  her  with- 
out ceremony ;  and  then  made  her  a  de- 
claration of  his  love,  accompanied  with 
a  very  handfome  ring,  which  he  put  on 
her  linger.     He  found  (he  was  not  averfe 
tohiswifhes.     '  Come  here,'  laid  (he  to 
him,  '  in  the  evening  :  my  hufband  will 
be  abfent  three  or  four  days  ;  ib  that 
we  lhall   pafs  away  the  time  together 
very  agreeably.     In  the  mean  time,  I 
will  go  and  prepare  fomething  for  fup- 
per.' 
Alcouz  returned  to  his  lodgings:  he 


*  Barboa  is  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Adea,  in  the  country  of  Ayan. 
«a  the  arm  of  the  River  Quilmanca. 
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bathed  himfelf,  and  changed  his  habit, 
and  returned  towards  fun-let  to  find  the 
miller's  handfome  wife:  the  neatnefs  of 
her  drefs  was  fufficient  to  infpire  him  with 
delight;  and  ihe  received  him  with  the 
molt  pafilonate  caiefies.  In  Ihort,  ray 
lord,  they  had  dallied  away  a  part  of  the 
night,  when  on  a  fudden  the  door  of  the 
mill  was  opened,  and  they  law  a  man  ha- 
bited like  a  merchant  enter  their  chamber. 
The  miller's  wife,  who  looked  upon  Al- 
couz  with  furprize,  turned  pale  at  this 
fight :  Ihe  arofe  to  excufe  herlclf  to  this 
new  comer;  but  he  anfwered  her  with  a 
blow,  and  followed  it  with  feveral  other 
in(uits. 

Alcouz,  highly   provoked  with  this 
brutal  behaviour,  feized^Ke  man  by  the 
collar.   As  neither  of  them  were  armed, 
they  could  only  fcuffle  with  their  fifts : 
but  the  miller's  wife  interpofmg  between 
them,  how  great  was  their  furprize,  when 
they,  on  furveying  each  other  with  a  little 
more  attention,  found  that  one  was  Ta- 
her,  and  the  other  Alcouz.    This  latter, 
who  was  in  a  rage  at  feeing  the  former, 
and  calling  his  treafon  to  mind  in  that 
utftant,  was  juit  going  to  throw  a  ioint- 
ilool  at  his  head j  which  Taher  perceiv- 
ing, proftrated  himfelf  at  the   feet   of 
Alcouz.     '  My  brother,'  faid  he  to  him 
with  great  fubmiffion, '  I  confcfs  mylelf 
guilty  of  theblackeft  perfidy:  I  have 
merited  death  for  robbing  you  of  the 
attentions  of  Lira;  but  if  you  were  to 
know  what  I  have  fuffered  fince  my 
gbfence,  and  with  what  remorft  I  have 
been  agitated,  you  would  undoubtedly 
pardon  me  a  crime  I  have  committed  in 
inite  of  inyfelf.' 

This  fubmirtion  of  Taher,  being  nt- 
tended  with  a  flood  cf  teat's,  wrought 
preatiy  with   Alcouz.     As  he  believed 
he  had  entirely  forihken  Lira,  he  threw 
himfelf  on  the  neck  of  his  friend.  '  I  par- 
don thee,  Taher,'  laid  he ; '  and  whatever 
realon  I  had' to  hate  thee,  it  fliall  never 
more  be  faid, a^v man  diifolved  Ibami- 
aiiic  and  long  a  friendfhip   us  our's. 
But  pr'y  thee  now  tell  me  what  is  become 
of  Lira  ?'— '  Ah  !'  replied  Taher,  em- 
>racing  his  friend,  '  I  conjure  you  to  en- 
quire no  more  about  a  perfon  whole 
memory  is  perhaps  rtilldearto  you.' — 
No,  no,'  returned  Alcouz, '  Lira  does 
not  in  the  leaft  trouble  me:  her  infi- 
delity has  entirely  effaced  her  from  my 
heart-,  and,  to  convince  you   of  the 
little  regard  I  have  for  her  memory,  let 
us  retum  with  t^is  miller's  wift  to  the 


'  table;  and  fince  flic  is  dilpofed  to  divide 
*  her  favours  between  us,  let  us  both 
'  love  her  without  jealoufy,  and  drink  to 
'  the  good  health  of  her  hulband/  The 
miller's  wife  foon  poured  out  fome  drink ; 
and  peace  being  reftored,  all  three   re- 
turned to  the  table;  and  Alcouz  and  Ta- 
her, with  hand  and  glafs,  fwore  to  main- 
tain an  eternal  friendship  with  each  other. 
After  the  wine  had  a  little  enlivened 
their  fpirits,  the  miller's  wife  renewed  the 
converlation.     *  If  Alcouz,1  faid  me  to 
Taher, '  is  incurious  to  know  what  is  be- 
come of  his  wife,  or  to  be  informed  cf 
what  palfed  between  you  two,  I  con- 
jure you  to  tell  me  without  further  de- 
lay.    As  for  him,  I  am  perfuaded  he 
will  hear  you  without  pain;  and  I  mall 
confider  this  recital  as  an  ample  fatis- 
faftion  for  the  violence  you  have  com- 
mitted.'   Taher,  however,  helitated  to 
gratify  her  requeft;  but  when  his  friend 
allured  him  that  Lira  was  become  fo  in- 
different to  him  that  his  paflicn  for  her 
was   not  only   ablblutely  extinguiflied, 
but  that  he  mould  fee  that  the  hiftory  of 
her  infidelity  mould  not  fomuch  as  make 
a  change  in  his  countenance,  he  proceed- 
ed to  inform  him  in  the  following  terms. 
'  I  mail,  my  dear  friend,  lightly  pals 
/  over  the  pafiion  I  felt  for  Lira.     The 
beginning  of  it  had  well  nigh  been 
fatal,  fince  it  brought  me  to  Death's 
doer:  I  was  nor  mafter  of  my  dertiny  j 
the  beautiful  Lira  triumphed  over  my 
refolutions;  I  would  rather  have  died 
than  betrayed  my  friend;  and  her  im- 
prudence  in   trufting    you    with    the 
key  of  the  coffer,  where  all  my  letters 
were,  obliged  me  to  fly  with  her  to 
avoid  your  ju  It  vengeance. 
'  Although  my  mind  was  often  tor- 
mented for  my  perfidious  treatment  of 
you,  I  expecled  to  be  veiy  happy  with 
Lira:    but,  alas!    I  had  never  lulfi- 
ciently  lludied  the  chancier  of  this  wo- 
man.    How  great  fbevrr  that  paflion 
was  which  fhe  teftified  for  me,  I  foon 
perceived    a   coquettilh    air  to   reign 
through  nil  her  nations;  and,  wherever 
we  went,  this  foible  feemed  entirely  to 
poflefs  her  whole  behaviour.     I  fpoke 
to  her  about  it  feveral  times,  whenever 
fhe  vouchsafed  to  hear  me  on  this  lub- 
jecl  :  at  laft — "  Taher,"  faid  flie  to  me, 
vniling,  "  it  is  extremely  unkind  to  be- 
come jealous.     Canft  thou  doubt  of 
my  tendemefs,  after  I  have  done  fo 
much  for  thee  ?  Go,  my  dear,  let  your 
heart  at  eale,  for  I  love  you  only;  and 
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do  not  teaze  me  with  your  unjuft  fu- 
fpicions." 

*  Thefe  words  were  fo  far  from  being 
fatisfa&ory,  that  they  ftung  me  to  the 
quick ;  and  yet  I  bore  themwith patience. 
After  we   had  parted  through  feveral 
cities,  we  arrived  at  length  at  Vifapour*. 
I  took  a  refolution  to  fettle  there,  and 
hired  a  houfe  handfomely  furnifhed  of 
a  Jew,  which  flood  in  a  veiy  agreeable 
quarter  :  but  I  did  not  obferve  what  a 
dangerous  neighbourhood  I  had ;   an 
amorous  handfome  young  Indian  lived 
it  feems  in  the  next  houle  to  mine.     I 
watched  both  Lira  and  him  fome  time, 
without  feeing  any  thing  fufpicious  in 
their  behaviour;  but  unexpectedly,  one 
evening,  entering  the  hall  where  Lira 
ufed  to  pafs  the  whole  day,  I  was  in  the 
utmoft  furprize  to  fee  a  man  flip  behind 
the  hangings  of  a  wall,  and  endeavour 
to  pafs  through  an  opening  that  com- 
municated to  the  next  houfe. 
'  I  ran  after  the  man ;  and,  feizing  him 
by  the  foot,  brought  him  back  into  the 
hall,  and  foon  difcovered  him  to  be  the 
young  Indian  who  had  given  me  fo 
much  uneafinefs.     I  then  feized  Lira 
with  my  other  hand;  and,  after  having 
reproached  her  for  her  infidelity  in  the 
(harpeft  terms  rage  and  fury  could  dic- 
tate, I  was  preparing  to  punifh  the  af- 
front the  young  man  had  offered  me, 
when  Lira  threw  herfelf  betwixt  us: 
Hold,   Taher,"    faid   me   in  a  very 
haughty  tone; ' '  reftrain  yourfelf  a  whi  le, 
1  and  remember  that  you  deferve  at  leaft 
'  the  fame  chaftilement.  Learn  to  reipeft 
'  the  man  I  love.   What  right  have  you 
*  to  controul  my  actions  ?    Am  I  your 
{  wife  ?   Am  I  your  (lave  ?  And  ought 
e  you  to  hope,  in  our  (ituation,  that  I 
'  muft  be  nSore  faithful  to  you  than  I 
{  have  been  to   my  hulband  ?  If  you 
'  think  J  love  you  better  than  another, 
'  you  are  under  a  miftake:  my  inclina- 
{  tions  are  notto  be  forced;  andmyheart 
'  is  juft  now  fixed  upon  this  new  lover, 
'  till  I  mail  think  proper  to  difpofe  of 
'  it  in  favour  of  another." 
'  The  affurance  of  Lira  ftruck  me 
with  fuch  aftonimment,  that  I  remain- 
ed fome  time  motionlefs  :    and  the 
young  Indian,  taking  this  advantage, 
efcaped  through  the  hole  in  the  wall ; 
and  before  I  could  fpeak  a  word,  clofed 
the  breach  with  fome  planks.    Reco- 


vering my  fpeech  at  lad"—"  Lira,"  faii 
I  to  her  very  calmly,  "  I  did  not  fu- 
fpecT:  your  bofom  inclofed  a  heart  fo 
black :  but,  fmce  you  have  thought 
'  proper  to  take  off  the  mafk,  let  us 
'  break  off  all  further  correfpondence  ; 
'  let  us  divide  the  reft  of  the  money,  and 
'  feparate  for  eVer." 
*  Lira  received  this  propofal  with  joy. 
I  had  ftill  near  feven  thoufand  fequins 
left;  I  gave  her  one  half,  and  quitted 
her  without  regret.  I  departed  from 
Vifapour  fully  convinced  of  the  infide- 
lity of  all  women,  and  with  a  refohi- 
tion  to  defpife  them.  I  then  embarked 
at  the  firft  fea-port,  purfued  a  voyage  to 
Arabia,  and  arrived  at  Brava;  where, 
as  foon  as  I  was  landed,  I  went  to  a 
taylor's  fliopto  be  provided  with  fome 
new  cloaths  :  I  bargained  with  him  for 
a  compleat  fuit;  and,  after  I  had  paid 
him,  I  was  going  from  thence:  but  in 
my  way  I  obferved  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ftreet  two  women  in  veils,  fitting  on 
a  (tone  bench;  one  of  them  appeared  to 
be  in  a  fwoon,  and  the  other  endeavour- 
ing to  recover  her.  I  directly  offered 
my  fervice,  which  was  accepted  :  tak- 
ing the  fick  lady  under  the  arm,  I  cor,- 
dufted  her,  with  the  help  of  her  flave, 
to  her  own  home.  We  entered  a  little 
houfe  very  well  furnifhed,  which  by  it's 
appearance  feemed  to  belong  to  fome 
private  perfon.  We  laid  the  lady  on  a* 
fopha ;  and  her  flave  lifting  up  her  veif 
for  the  fake  of  air,  how  was  I  ravifhetl, 
my  dear  Alcouz,  at  feeing  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  perfons  in  the  univerfe  ? 
Dazzled  at  this  charming  object,  ail  my 
refolutions  vanished  in  a  moment;  I  fell 
deeply  in  love  with  this  young  beauty, 
and  heartily  fympathizing  with  her, 
offered  her  every  thing  in  my  power. 
'  Sir,"  replied  the  charming  creature, 
with  her  eyes  bathed  in  tears,"!  have  iuli 
'  loit  the  man  who  was  going  to  com  pleat 
'  my  happinefs,  by  a  union  with  me,  if  a 
'  brute  in  my  prefence  had  not  put  an 

*  end  to  his  life.   We  were  to  have  been 
'  married  to-morrow;  and  my  lover,  ac- 
'  cording  to  cuftom,  was  coming  to  vifit 

*  me  about  the  time  of  evening-  prayer, 
'  when  a  perfidious  Muffulman,  who 

*  waited  for  him  at  the  corner  of  a  neigh  - 

*  bouring  ftreet,  gave  him  two  blow* 
"  with  his  fabre,  which  laid  him  dead  a£ 
"  his  feet.    At  my  cries  the  villain  fled. 


*  Vifapour,  a  capital  city  of  the  kingdom  of 
jrata,  Gclconda,  and  Bifpaea;( 


between  tbe  Indian  Ocean,  G«za- 
«'  I  defcsndsJ. 
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"  I  defcended  haftily  into  the  ftreet,  and 
"  f'aw,  as  they  were  carrying  him  home 
"  bathed  iu  his  blood,  that  the  angel 
"  of  Death  had  feized  his  foul.  Behold, 
"  Sir,  the  real  caufe  of  my  grief." 

c  The  young  lady  then  renewing  her 
'  tears,  difcovered  a  defpair  fo  violent, 
'  that  I  began  to  apprehend  her  life  was 
4  in,  danger:  I  never  let t  her;  and  when 
'  fhe  was  put  to  bed,  (taid  by  her,  with 

*  her  flave,  all  night  to  comfort  her.  The 

*  next  day  (he  appeared  more  compofed ; 

*  and,  having  thanked  me  for  the  care  I 

*  had  taken,  (he  fixed  her  eyes  (tedfaitly 

*  oix  me,  and  burft  forth  into  a  frefh, 

*  torrent  of  tears.     I  was  furprized  at 

*  this  new  affliction ;  and,  upon  demand- 

*  ing  the  caufe  very  refpe&tully — "  Ah  I 
**  Sir,"  faid  fhe,  fobbing  as  (he  (poke, 
*'  the  more  I  look  upon  you,  the  more 
"  I  feel  my  forrows  augmented  :    the 
4C  features  of  your  face  bear  fuch  a  lively 
4C  relembkince  to  thofe  of  my  lover,  that 
•'  I  cannot  beliold  you  without  being 
"  fbftened  for  the  irreparable  lofs  I  have 
*'  fuftained." 

*  From  this  fimilitv.de  of  features,' 
continued  Taher,  '  I  took  care  to  infi- 
'  nuate  myfelf  fo  far  into  her  affections, 

*  that  fhe  began  to  forget  the  death  of 
'  her  former  lover. 

'  Whatever  prudence  the  example  of 
'  Lira  had  infpired  n\e  with,  I  believed 

*  DOW  I  fhould  be  the  happieft  of  men  if 
c  I  could  efpouib  a  lady  whole  heart  ap- 

*  peared  fo  well  formed.     This  rcfein- 
*•  blance  of  features  which  I  mentioned, 

*  did  my  bufinefs  effectually;  and,  in  fine, 

*  I  was  fo  favourably  attended  to,  that 

*  I  became  the  fpoufe  of  this  beautiful 

*  creature,  without  having  fighed  for  her 

*  more  than  eight  days. 

4  Never  did  I  tafte  fuch  perfect  pleafure 

*  a?  I  enjoyed  with  my  new  fpouie;  and  to 
'  add,  if  pofllble,  to  my  happinefs,  (lie  told 
4  me  fome  d^ys  after  our  marriage,  that 
'  fhe  was  with  child.    This  news  redou- 

*  bLrd  the  ardours  of  my  paffion,  and  (he 

*  appeared  fo  fuperior  in  wit  and  beauty 
'  to  all  other  women,  that  I  was  for  ever 

*  beftowing  on  her  frcfli  marks  of  ten- 

4  dernefs.     But,  though  mv  wife  made     ' 

*  Very  affectionate  returns,  I  found  that     ' 
'  all  my  careffes  could  not  entirely  difli-      ' 

*  pate  a  melancholy  which  hung  on  her     ' 

*  fpirits.     As  I  imputed  this  to  the  lofs     ' 
'  of  her  former  lover,  1  took  po  notice  of     ' 

*  it;  but  it  was  not  long  before  I  difco-     ' 

I  the  true  caufe. 
*  .Returning  home  one  evening,  about     ' 


three  months  and  a  half  after  we  were, 
married,  my  wife,  who  had  fome  days 
before  been  flightly  indifpofed  on  ac- 
count of  her  pregnancy,  complained 
of  a  violent  colick:  I  did  not  perceive 
my  prefence  embarrafled  her;  on  the 
contrary,  fuch  was  my  tendernefs, 
that  when  (lie  defired  me  to  retire  into 
another  chamber,  I  would  not  quit  her 
for  a  moment.  But,  my  dear  brother, 
how  was  I  furprlzed,  when  in  the  midft 
of  her  pains  I  perceived  (he  was  delJ- 
livered  of  a  girl !  I  became  more  cold 
than  marble.  "  O  heavens  1"  I  cried, 
after  I  had  recovered  a  little  from 
my  aftonifhmeiit,  "  am  I  then  to  be 
betrayed  by  every  womarf  I  love  ?— 
Perfidious  Salle!"  continued  I,  ad- 
dreiTmg  myfelf  to  her — "  How,"  in- 
terrupted Alcouz,  "  was  your  wife's, 
name  Salle?"  —  "Yes,  my  clear 
friend,"  returned  Taher.  "  And  did 
not  fhe  live  in  the  Banker's  Street, 
oppofite  a  lemon-merchant,  in  a  little 
lowhoufe?" — "  Right,"  replied  Ta- 
her; "  and  this  houfe  her  lover,  fhe 
faid,  had  given  her  ready  furniihed, 
who  was  killed  the  very  evening  I  ar- 
rived at  Brava." 
At  this,  my  lord,  (continued  Ben- 
Eridoun)  Alcouz  laughed  fo  heartily, 
that  he  fell  backwards,  and  remained  fo 
long  in  that  pofhire,  that  Taher  and  the 
miller's  wife  were  furprized  to  the  lall 
degree. 

'  What  is  there  in  all  this  to  be  laugh- 

*  ed  at  ?'  replied  Taher  :  '  1  do  not  fay, 
'  indeed,  you  ought  to  be  afflicted."— 
c  What,  my  dear  brother,'  interrupted 
Alcouz,  laughing  more  heartily  than  be- 
fore, c  was  this  woman  who  mourned 

*  the  lofs  of  her  lover  fo  tenderly,  and 

*  whom  you  Afterwards  married,   and 
'  who  in  three  months  and  a  half  was  fo 
'  happily  delivered  in  your  arms,  the 
'  very  Salle  that  lived  in  the  Banker's 
'  Street?  Oh,  my  dear  friend!  a  hitter  jr 
'  fo  (ingular  as  this  deferves  to  be  tranf- 
'  mittcd  to  pofterity.     You  are  to  un- 
1  derftand,  my  poor  Taher,  that  this 

'  little  girl,  which  thy  wife  would  have 
;  fathered  upon  thec,  was  of  my  beget- 
;  ting.     Salle,  without  being  my  wife, 
1  gratified  my  warrnelt  wirties,  after  I 
had  refcued  her  from  a  fire  which  had 
confumed  her  own  houfe ;  and  it  was 
I  who  furniflied  her  with  that  (he  occu- 
pied at  Brava.     A  new  lover  having 
engaged  her,  I  was  lb  tranfpprted  with 
jcalotify,  that  with  two  blows  of  my 
«  falne 
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*  fabrel  mortally  wounded  him.    This 
«  obliged   me  to  provide  for  my  own 

*  i'afety,  and  leave  Salle,  who  had  been 
'  pregnant  above   four  months  and  a 
«  half.' 

An  adventure  fo  fingularly  rare  fur- 
prized  Taher.  He  then  recalled  to  his 
mind  that  of  Lira.  '  Now  we -are  even 

*  with  each  other,'  cried  he,  laughing 
with  all  his  might.  '  Yes,  my  dear  friend,' 
replied  Alcouz,  embracing  him,  *  there 
'  is  no  room  left  for  reproach,  iince  our 
(  vengeance  is  become  mutual.' — '  It  is 

*  beyond  companion,'  laid  the  miller's 
wifej  '  and  yon  fee,  inftead  of  being  of- 
'  fended,  this  accident  alone  has  amply 

*  avenged  you  of  your  rival.' — '  I  afiure 
'  you,'  returned  Alcouz, '  the  characters 
'  of  thefe  women  are  fb  extraordinary, 

*  that  they  have   almoft  deftroyed  our 

*  tendernefs  for  them  5  and  this  double 
'  trial  of  them  may  make  us  wife  for 
'  the  future.     Let  us  henceforth  fly  all 
(  fuch  engagements  with  the  fex.     Let 
'  us  put  upon  a  footing  with  ourielves 

*  thole  fots  who  fecurely  repofe  on  the 
'  deceitful  carefles  of  their  wives  ;    and 
'  among  that  number,  let  us  begin  to 
'  place  the  hufband  of  this  charming 
'  creature.' 

The  two  friends,  after  they  had  em- 
braced this  new  propofal,  (wore  never  to 
quit  each  other.  Taher  then  continued 
liis  hiftory,  and  informed  them,  that 
fuch  was  his  vexation  at  being  fo  cruelly 
deceived  by  his  wife,  that  he  left  her  im- 
mediately without  taking  his  leave;  and 
being  reiblved  to  forfake  Brava,  embark- 
ed for  Balfora,  and  arrived  there  near  a 
month  fince,  during  which  time  he  had 
carried  on  a  tender  engagement  with  the 
miller's  wife,  without  being  aware  that  it 
would  end  in  being  reconciled  to  Alcouz. 

Alcouz  and  Taher,  after  making  them  - 
felves  very  merry  with  their  adventures, 
upon  all  which  the  miller's  wife  heartily 
raillied  them,  had  difpofed  themfelyes  to 
pal's  the  reft  of  the  night  very  agreeably, 
when  the  miller,  who  had  finifhed  his 
affairs  fooner  than  he  expected,  arrived 
very  abruptlyat  the  mill. 

Great  was  the  aftonifhment  of  all 
parties;  and  the  miller,  who  law  how  well 
the  table  was  fpread,  little  expected  to 
find  his  wife  in  fuch  good  company:  but 
Hie  informed  him,  that  thefe  two  gentle- 
uien  being  overtaken  with  a  fhower  of 
rain,  had  defired  fhtlter  in  the  mill,  which 
flie  thought  would  be  uncivil  to  refufe ; 
that  the  rain  continuing  ever  fince,  Hie 


had  given  them  a  collation.  He  feemed 
latished  with  this  excu'fe,  though  he  was 
inconceivably  enraged.  He  had  before 
now  fufpefted  the  fidelity  of  his  wife;  but 
as  the  proofs  were  not  very  itroner,  he  had 
diffembled  his  rcfentment.  Having  fent 
for  frefh  wine,  he  fat  down  at  the  table 
with  his  guefts,  who  made  him  drink  as 
long  as  he  was  able. 

It  being  now  too  late  for  Taher  and 
Alcouz  to  return  to  Balibra,  when  thty 
got  up  from  table,  the  miller  conduct- 
ed them  to  a  chamber,  in  which  was 
a  pretty  good  bed,  where  they  repofed 
themfelves,  waiting  for  the  return  of  the 
day.  Themiller  then  went  to  his  ownbed, 
and  was  iuft  going  to  lie  down  by  the  fide 
of  his  wife,  when  he  obfirrved  fhe  was 
buried  in  a  profound  fieep.  As  a  thirft 
for  vengeance  entirely  occupied  his  mind, 
he  went  down  into  the  itable,  took  the 
halter  of  his  mule, and,  flipping  it  round 
his  wife's  ne:k,  was  on  the  point  of 
ftrangling  her,  when,  happily  for  her,  fhe 
awaked  in  the  very  moment  he  was  be- 
ginning to  execute  his  cruel  defign ;  and, 
artfully  flipping  her  hand  bet%veen  the 
halter  and  her  neck,  without  making  the 
leail  noife,  fhe  affecting  to  be  as  (tiff  as  a 
perlbn  deprived  of  breath,  made  the  mil- 
let, who  was  ail  this  while  in  the  dark, 
believe  fhe  was  quite  dead;  and  who, 
being  afraid  of  being  punifhed,  ftaid  no 
longer  in  the  mill,  but  mounting  his  mule 
forthwith,  fled  as  fail  as  polfible  from 
Balfora. 

The  miller's  wife  no  fooner  perceived 
her  hufbaiid  had  left  the  mill,  but  fhe 
role  in  a  very  tre.mhling  condition,  and 
locked  the  doors  after  him  •  (he  lighted 
her  lamp,  and  went  to  awake  her  two 
guefts,  who  were  fallen  into  a  fweet  flecp. 
She  acquainted  jtheni  with  the  danger  fhe 
had  undergone,  and  then  fhewed  them 
her  neck,  on  which  were  impreffed  the 
marks  of  her  hv (band's  crrtlty. 

Taher  and  Alcouz  were  furprized  at 
this  relbhitiou  of  the  miller.     '  If  every 
'  loofe  woman  was  to  be  punifbed  thus,' 
faid Alcouz,  whifpe. ingto his  friend, 'we 
fhooid  never  find  halters  enough.    But, 
my  dear  friend,'  continued  he,  railing 
lis  voice,  '  let  us  lesve  the  mill  directly  : 
the  miller  will  undoubtedly  accufe  us 
with  the   murder  of  his   wife;    and, 
though  fhe  tan  readily  confute  him,  it 
is  beft  for  us  not  to  be  involved  in  fuch 
an  affair.' — '  That  is  right,'  re;  lied 
Taher;  '  but  muft  we  leave  behind  the 
*  mtiiejr's  beautiful  wife  ?'— '  No,  no,' 
N  laid 
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fiid  (he;'  I  will  follow  wherever  you  go, 

*  provided  you  can  provide  me  with  the 
'  hr.bit  of  a  man.-' — '  That  may  eafily  be 
'  done/ continued  Taher;  'and  as  we 
'  are  pretty  near  of  a  fize,  if  you  will 
'  come  to  my  lodging  in  Balfora,  we 

*  (hall  find  a  cormdeat  fuit.' 

This  refoluiiou  being  taken,  the  mil- 
ler's wife  (tripped  the  mill  of  every  thing 
they  :-ould  conveniently  carry  away,  and 
fstout  with  her  lovers,  as  foon  as  it  was 
light,  to  Tahcr's  lodgings;  where  the  la- 
dy being  difguifed,  they  pafled  (everal 
days  with  great  pleafure. 

Alcouz  and  Taher  (hared  together, 
without  jealoufy,  their  good  fortune;  but 
Alcouz,  who  had  lent  his  merchandize 
to  Bagdad,  fearing  a  further  delay  would 
retard  the  (ale,  and  diminish  the  price  of 
of  his  wares,  propofed  to  Taher  to  take 
their  route  to  that  city.  The  miller's 
wife  followed  them  thither ;  and,  as  they 
travelled  but  flowly,  they  were  near  tea 
<i:-vs  o:foie  they  arrived  at  the  end  of 
their  journey ;  which  happened  to  be  in 
the  evening,  juft  as  the  gates  of  the  city 
were  going-  to  be  locked.  This  obliged 
them  to  take  up  their  lodgings  in  the  fu- 
burbs:  but  as  they  were  going  to  the  firlr. 
caravanlerathat  offered,  they  were  over- 
taken with  a  violent  mower  of  rain;  and, 
leaving  their  horfe  s  to  the  care  of  a  (lave 
they  had  bought  at  Baiibra,  they  ran  to 
ff.ek  a  retreat,  and  leaned  back  agatn(t  a 
little  door,  over  which  there  was  a  kind 
of  a  pent-houfe.  The  rain  being  no 
more  than  a  fudden  fhower,  was  foon 
over ;  but  as  onr  three  adventurers,  \vlio 
waited  till  it  was  fair,  that  they  might  go 
and  feek  a  lodging,  were  thus  fupporting 
them  (elves  againlt  the  door,  which  pro- 
b.V'ily  was  not  well  hung,  the  weight  of 
their  bodies  forced  it  off  the  "hinges,  and 
ali  three  tumbLd  backwards  on  the 
ground. 

The  noife,  o-caiioned  by  the  falling  in 
of  the  door  \vith  our  three  travellers,  to- 
gether with  their  loud  laughing  at  this 
iccident,  alarmed  in  a  lower  apartment 
:hree  perfons  who  lay  on  one  bed,  and 
.vho  d'T.arJed,  in  vsry  high  terms,  why 
iturbcd  ueir  ie,iole.     The  two 
Vieiv.l  ,    n.l  therniikr's  wife,  approached 
he  bed  to  fee  who  fpuke  to  them.  They 
>erceiv>dby  the  light  of  the  moon,  which 
low  (hone  full  upon  the  bed,   a  porter 
ying   between  two   handlome  women; 
in '.I  -*-ho,  ns  well  as  the  porter,  immedi- 
•i!  their  faces  under  the  covering. 
Alcou."  and  Taher  renewed  their  laugji- 


ter  at  an  adventure  fo  uncommon  as  this. 
Theircuriofuy  being  excited,  they  forced 
off  the  coverin.  ;  but  how  unutterable 
was  their  aitoniihment,  whtn  theie  two 
women  were  known  to  be  Saile  and 
Lira.  '  Perfidious,  infamous  wretches!' 
cried  the  two  friends  at  once,  '  do  you 
'  carry  yourdebaucheries  to  iuch  a  length 

*  as  to  take  up  witli  a-raically  porter?' 
.Then  drawing  their  fabre^.,  they  were 

going  to  facnflce  their  wives  and  the 
porter  to  their  jtnt  revenue,  w  K-H  the 
miller's  wife,  haftily  ruihing  between 
them,  cried  out — '  Ah,  ge  uLmcii !  (u- 

*  fpend  your  rage  a  littlt,  and  look  well 

*  at  the  features  of  that  man,'1  whom  a 
double  amazement  had   thrown  into  a 
fwoon.     '  I  will  then  g.ve  you  no  fur- 
'  thcr  interruption,  if  you  think  well  of 
'  following  the  firft  emotions  of  your 
'  blind  relcntmentl' 

Alcouz  and  Taher  hadfo  much  com- 
placence for  their  nu'llrefs,  as  to  govern 
their  rage  till  they  had  examined  the  por- 
ter; and  having  difcovercd  who  he  was, 
in  Jpite  of  the  palenels  oi  his  face,  they 
were  now  both  readyto  die  with  laughter. 
They  threw  down  their  labres,  and  re- 
doubled their  laughter  to  fuch  a  degree* 
that  their  wives  were  convinced  thejr 
lives  were  out  of  pi efent  danger;  and, 
taking  advantage  cf  this  fudden  change  of 
humour  in  tlieir  hufbands,  of  which  they 
knew  not  the  caufe,  they  tlirev/  tlieni (elves 
from  off  the  bottom  of  the  bed,  and,  pro- 
themfelves  at  their  feet,  implored, 
in  a  trtmbling  manner,  a  pard«n  for  all 
their  crimes.  But  the  j.,«rttr  had  no 
fooner  opened  his  eyes,  and  turned  th.m 
towards-  hisdifguifcd  wife,  but  he  cloitd 
them  again;  believing  without  all  doubt 
that  the  devil  was  come  to  carry  him 
away.  '  Sir,'  faid  (he,  and  laughing 
with  all  her  might  at  the  porttr's  ima- 
gination, '  I  no  longer  hin.icr  :  o  i  horn 

*  following  your  firff  refolutioiia :  I  leave 

*  you  to  confider  whether  iu  jr.llice  5011 
'  ought  not  to  be  revenged  of  this  man.' 
— '  No,  no,'  rci'lk-d  Alcoui ;  '  talk  no 
'  more  of  vengeance :  on  the  contrary, 
'  this  is  a  pleaiant  adventure.     E 

'  we  are  all  three  upon  a  level :  and  iincc 

*  the  miller,'  for  it  was  no  other  than 
himlelf,  '  has  lain  between  our  wives, 

*  we  have  no  more  grounds  of  complaint 

*  againd  him  than  he  can  have  againft 
'  us.  It  is  but  iiirt  to  admit  him  into  our 
'  friendfhip;  and  we  will"  f hare  our  for- 
'  tune   together,  as  we  have  done  our 
'  wives.   The  prefence  oi  Lira,  unfuith- 

'   ful 
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'  fill  as  (lie  has  been,  has  revived  the  rer 

*  mainder  of  a  love  not  wholly  extin- 

*  guifhed  in  the  heart  of  her  hufband.— 
1  I  go/  faid  he  to  Taher  and  to  the  mil- 
ler, who  by  this  time  was  come  to  him- 
felf;  '  I  go  to  fet  the  firft  example  of  per - 
'  feel  reconciliation.'     Then  raifing  his 
wife,   whofe   confufion   had  made    her 
fpeechleis,  he  embraced  her   tenderly. 
'  Lira/ 'laid  he,  '  I  forget  all  that  is 
'  pail-,  and  will  not  even  be  informed  of 
'  your  conduct  fince  your  infidelity,  left 

*  it  mould  renew  that  wound  of  which  I 

*  would  not  have  the  lead  mark  remain. 
'  I  deiire  my  two  companions  to  do  the 
'  fame ;  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  they, 
'  from  my  example,  will  lincerely  par- 
'  don  their  wives.1 

Talier  an  d  the  miller,  without  op- 
pofmg  Alcouz,  tenderly  embraced  their 
wives,  and  were  perfectly  reconciled  to 
them.  After  feveral  mutual  and  lively 
carcffes,  thefe  three  extraordinary  cou- 
ples could  not  look  upon  themfelves 
without  recalling  every  thing  that  had 
pafled  between  them :  a  thoufand  circum- 
nances  of  their  adventures,  each  more 
pleafant  than  the  other,  which  palled 
through  their  minds,  afforded  them  ex- 
ceflive  matter  of  mirth. 

The  Caliph  Haroun  Arrefchid,  (pur- 
fued  Ben-Eridoun)  whom  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  mention  to  your  majefty,  fre- 
quently ufed  to  walk  out  in  the  night  dif- 
guifed,  with  his  firft  vizir  Giaffer,  and 
Mefrour  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs.     He 
paITed  by  juft  at  the  time  that  this  fmgu- 
-lar  adventure  was  tranfacted;   and  the 
loud  laughing  exciting  his  curiofity,  he 
entered    the   houfe  without   ceremony, 
which  was  wide  open,  ard  civilly  faluted 
the  four  men;  for  the  miller's  wife,  by  her 
dref's,  always  appeared  to  be  one.  '  Gen- 
tlemen,' laid  he, '  as-  your  mirth  feems 
to  be  grounded  on  fomething  extraor- 
dinary, pardon  my  rudenefs,  if,  in  en- 
tering without  your  permiffion,  I  defire 
to  fliare  a  part  of  your  pleafure.     I 
love  dearly  to  laugh;  and  you  cannot 
oblige  me  more,  than  by  acquainting 
me  with  the  fubject  of  your  mirth.' 
Alcouz  and  Taht:r  turned  their  eyes 
directly  to  their  wives;   and  perceiving 
both  blufhed,  and  that  the  requeft  was 
not  agreeable  to  them,  they  defired  the 
caliph,    in  handfome   terms,  to   excule 
them  the  recital  of  an  adventure  it  was 
their  intereft  to  conceal. 


The  caliph,  my  lord,  prefled  them  no 
further  :  but,  as  this  place  was  very  in- 
commodisus  to  pafs  the  night  in,  he  of- 
fered them  one  more  agreeable,  which 
ftood  at  a  little  diiiance.  They  accepted 
his  kind  invitation;  and  following,  him 
to  the  walls  of  the  city,  he  led  them 
through  a  fubterraneous  paflage  intothc 
city,  and  conducted  them  to  a  little  houfe, 
very  decently  furniiued.  A  handfome 
collation  inftantly  was  ferved  up,  with 
fome  excellent  Greek  wine,  of  which  he 
made  them  drink  heartily;  and  when  the 
caliph  perceived  it  began  to  operate,  he 
deiired  them  again  to  acquaint  him  with 
the  caufeof  their  extraordinary  laughter. 

Alcouz  and  Taher  would  fain  have 
concealed  their  adventures  from  this  ge- 
nerous man ;  but,  as  the  miller  threat- 
ened to  publifh  his,  in  fpite  of  their  op- 
pofition,  Alcouz  informed  the  caliph  of 
every  thing  I  had  the  honour  to  relate 
of'theie  fix  married  perfons.  Haroun 
Arrefchid,  who  never  heard  ahiftory  fo 
fingularly  interefting  as  this,  thanked 
his  guefts  for  their  complailance;  and 
in  order  to  further  his  pleafures  at  their 
expence,  he  cauled  them  to  repleni/h 
their  glafles  ;  into  each  of  which  he  com- 
mandejl  Giaffer  to  infufe  a  certain  kind 
of  powder,  which  had  the  virtue  to  lay 
them  afleep  for  twelve  hours,  not  Ipar- 
ing  even  the  vizir,  himfelf,  nor  Mef- 
rour; and  having  ingenioully  given  each 
his  dole,  they  prefe-ntly  fell  afleep.  The 
caliph  then  called  \ip  two  mutes,  and 
ordered  them  to  lay  thefe  eight  perfons 
on  a  chariot  which  had  been  brought 
there  by  his  orders,  and  then  condu6led 
them  two  leagues  from  Bagdad,  to  a  ve- 
ry fine  houfe  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris, 
which  belonged  to  the  furveyor- general 
of  his  buildings.  Here  he  caufcd  the; 
three  men  and  their  wives  to  be  ftrippeci 
naked  in  his  prefence;  and  having  put 
them  on  frci'h  linen  and  fine  drawers  *, 
he  commanded  them  to  be  put  two  and 
two  into  three  beds,  which  were  fitted 
xip  under  one  alcove.  After  this,  he 
painted  rhe  grand  vizir  all  black  with  his 
own  hands ;  and  cauling  him  to  be 
cloathed  like  a  flave,  and  Mefrour  like  a 
•woman,  he  placed  them  on  a  Ferfian  car- 
pet, near  the  menaud  their  wives.  The 
caliph  hid  himfelf  behind  a  curtain,  and 
waited  impatiently  for  the  time  when  they 
fhould  p.ll  awake.  Thcio  ei^ht  perlcns 
recovering  from  their  itupefaction  pauly 


*   Tns  eaftern  nations  in  general,  both  men  and  wjmen,  fleep  in  their  drawers. 

N  a  in 
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in  the  fame  time,  but  efpecially  Alcouz, 
Taher,  the  miller,  and  their  three  wives; 
they  were  amazed  to  find  theinfelves  in 
bed,  in  a  place  to  which  they  were  ut- 
ter ftrangers;  and  to  fee  likewife  the  rich 
embroidered  robes  which  Itemed  to  be 
defigned  for  their  ufe. 

They  confidered  all  this  as  a  dream, 
with  filence  and  aftonimment;  when  the 
vizir,  iteing  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  in 
a  woman's  drefs,  burft  out  a  laughing: 
'  Good  morrow,  my  pretty  brunette,' 
cried  he;  'how  have  you  llept  to-night?' 
The  eunuch,  having  attended  to  his 
garb,  v  as  for  fome  moments  perfectly 
confounded ;  but  as  loon  as  he  had  taken 
a  Uriel  furvey  of  the  vizir,  he  laughed  as 
loud  to  fee  how  black  he  was  painted. 
'  Good  morrow,  handfome  black,'  re- 
plied he  merrily:  '  one  may  fee  by  the 
'  frefhnefs  of  your  countenance  that  you 
'  have  had  a  found  fleep.' 

This  anfwer  furprized  the  vizir;  who, 
examining  his  hands,  and  his  flave's 
drefs,  mufed  fome  time  upon  this  pleafant 
adventure;  and  not  being  able  to  re-'ol- 
lecl  any  thing  of  the  room  he  was  in, 
was  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  his  own  and  the  eunuch's  difguife; 
but  remembering  the  three  men  and  their 
wives  to  be  prefent,  he  immediately  de- 
termined how  to  aft.  '  This  is  doubt- 
'*  Jefs,'  fays  he  to  himfelf,  '  fome  new 
'  frolick  which  the  Commander  of  the 
'  Faithful  has  contrived  to  pleafe  his 
'  fancy:  we  will  humour  the  jeft,  and 
'  tndeavour  to  make  him  merry  in  the 
'  fcene  I  am  to  aft.*  Then  embracing 
Mefrourin  a  jocofe  manner — '  My  love- 
/  *  ly  companion,  and  light  of  my  eyes,' 
faid  he,  '  let  us  follow  the  example  of 
'  thefe  happy  married  folk.  I  promife 
'  to  reftoreyou  my  arfeftion,  if  you  will 
'  be  more  faithful  hereafter;  but  if  ever 
c  I  furprizeyou  with  the  handfome  Zem- 
*  to'.id,  who  was  with  you  yefterday,  I 
'  fwcar  I  will  either  irab  or  poifon  you 
'  in  revenge  of  your  pei -fi.ly.' 

The  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  amazed  at 
this  behaviour  of  the  vizir,  and  looking 
Pi'.-adily  at  him — '  Are  yo  i  mad,   Giaf- 
fer?  faid  he.'     Have  you  forgot  who 
you  aref" — '  No,  my  dear  Zulica,'  n- 
>lied  GiafFer;  '  I  perfectly  remember  that 
I  am  Chapour,  your  faithful  fpoufe: 
why,  do  you  pretend  not  to  kno%v  me  ? 
Have  you  forgot,  fmce  yefterday,  the 
goodnefs  of  our  matter  Saed,  who  re- 
conciled us  together  ?     And  did  not 


you  promife  him  never  to  fee  your 
Ipark  Zemtoud  again  ?  And  do  not 
you  remember  to  have  heard  the  hif- 
tory  of  thefs  gentle  hufbands,  whom 
he  engaged  to  come  and  live  with  him» 
and  from  whole  example  I  am  induced 
fmcerely  to  pardon  your  part  behaviour, 
on  condition  that  you  are  more  faith- 
ful for  the  time  tocome  ?' 
The  more  ferioufly  the  vizir  talked, 
the  more  Mefrour  believed  him  to  be  out 
of  his  wits;  and  yet  neither  could  ac- 
count for  this  ftrange  metamorphofe. 
What  fenfelefs  difcourfe  is  this,  my 
dear  friend?"  replied  the  eunuch. '  Ccm- 
pofe  yourfelf;  and  remember  that  I  am 
Mefrour,  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  to 
the  fovereign  Commander  of  the  Faith- 
ful, to  whom  you  are  the  grand  vizir . 
Ceafe,  then,  this  pleafantry;  and  fup- 
prefs — '  '  You  miftake/  interrupted 
GiafFer:  *  you  are  mad  to  think  fo  ridi- 
culoufly.  I  wim  you  was  come  to 
yourfelf;  but  the  wine  you  drank  yef- 
terday has  confounded  yoxir  ideas. 
Remember  that  we  are  no  more  than 
the  poor  Haves  of  Saed;  who  is  certain- 
ly the  bell  mailer  in  all  Bagdad.' 
GiafFer,  in  pronouncing  thefe  laft 
words,  was  going  to  embrace  Mefrour  a 
fecond  time;  but  this  laft,  rudely  repulf- 
ing  him,  cried  out — 'You  are  mad  your- 
felf!  And  I  appeal  to  thefe  good  peo- 
ple, whether  we  had  not  yefterday  the 
honour  to  accompany  the  caliph  in  his 
nofturnal  ramble  ?  Did  not  we  go 
with  him  intoahoufe  inthefuburbsof 
this  city,  being  led  by  the  extraordi- 
nary laughter  of  this  company  ?  Did 
not  we  engage  them  to  pafs  the  night 
in  a  houfeclofeto  the  palace,  where  we 
had  an  excellent  collation,  and  where 
they  entertained  us  with  their  adven- 
tures, which  were  very  e/ctraordinary  ? 
Did  not  we  infufc  into  their  wineapow- 
der  which  laid  them  inftantly  aileep  ? 
What!  am  T  now  dreaming?  And 
are  not  you  diftrafted  ;  or  your  mind, 
at  leaft,  difturbed  with  the  fumes  of 
the  wine  of  which  you  yefterday  drank* 
too  plentifully  ?' 

AJcouz,  Tahcr,  the  miller,  and  their 
wives,  my  lord,  who  lilrencd  with  a  pio- 
found  iilence,  were  in  the  utmoft  rillo- 
nilhment  to  hear  this  difpute  between 
the  vizir  and  the  eunuch.  They  were 
not  unacquainted  with  the  frequent  and 
comical  adventures  of  the  caliph;  but 
GiafFer  and  Mtliour  were  fo  perfectly 
difguifcd, 
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difguifed,  that  they  imagined  them  to  be 
the  two  iiaves  who  had  attended  him 
whom  Meirour  laid  was  the  caliph. 

In  the  mean  time,  Haroun  Arrefchid, 
who  was  concealed  behind  the  curtain, 
beheld  with  infinite  pleai'ure  all  that  paff- 
ed  between  thefe  eight  perfons.  He  could 
fcarce  forbear  laughing  to  lee  the  chief  ok 
the  eunuchs  torment  himfelf  on  account 
of  the  obftinacy  with  which  Giaffcr  in- 
lifted  that  he  was  his  wife.     '  I  am  not,' 
faid  the  eunuch  again,  '  your  dear  <5u- 
lica,  neither  is  Zemtoud   my    fpark; 
nor  do  I  believe  there  are  in  all  Bagdad 
any  fuch  perfons.     You  are  certainly 
drunk  ftill:   if  you  are  not,   I  cannot 
tell  what  pleai'ure  you  can  take  in  wea- 
rying my  patience.     And  though  I 
cannot  devife  how  we  came  by  thefe 
cloaths,  yet  I  am   fure  my  name  is 
Mefrour,  and  that  I  am  the  chief  eu- 
nuch to  the  Commander  of  the  Faith- 
ful; and,  in  fpite  of  that  footy  com- 
plexion, the  features  of  your  face  de- 
clare you  to  be  no  other  than  Giaffer 
the  giand- vizir.     It  is  true,  I  am  not 
able  to  comprehend  how  we  and  thefe 
thiee  couple  were  tranfported  to  this 
ftrange  place;  yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  de- 
lufions,  which  can  never  alter  our  ftate, 
I  (hall  always  be  Mefrour,  and  you 
will  never  ceafe  to  be  Giaffer.' 
Though  Alcouz,  Taher,  and  the  reft, 
bore  no  part   in  this  converfation,  yet 
they  were  thoroughly  provoked  at  the 
obftinacy  of  the  eunuch,  who  could  not 
be  brought  to  acknowledge  Giaffer  for 
his  hufband.     This  laft,  who  played  his 
part  to  perfection,  at  length  pretended  to 
fall  into  a  furious  paflion  with  Mefrour. 
He  had  already  cuffed  him  with  his  fifts, 
which  the  other  bore  very  gravely;  when 
the  caliph,  who  was  cloathedlike  a  mer- 
chant, and  had  hitherto  reftrained  his 
laughter,  entered  the  chamber  where  this 
merry  fcene  was  exhibited.     '  Zulica,' 
laid  he  to  the  chief  eunuch,  very  gravely, 
'  why   does  your   hufband   ftill  retain 
1  thefe  marks  of  refentmcnt  ?     Did  not 
1  you  both  promife  me  yefterday  to  live 
'  in  perfecT:  union  ?     Are  all  your  pro- 
'  mi fes  come  to  this?     Some  frefh  fub- 

*  je£t  of  iealoufy,  occafioned  I  fuppofe  by 

*  the  handfome  Zemtoud,    has  autho- 

*  rized  Chapour  to  treat  you  inthisfharp 
'  manner.' 

Thefudden  appearance  of  the  caliph, 
the  difcourfe  he  held  with  Mefrour,  and 
the  name  Zulica,  which  hehad  given  him, 
f»  difcoucei ted  this  eunuch,  that  he  was 


at  firft  ftruck  dumb;  but  recovering  from 
his  furprize,  he  quickly  perceived  the  ca- 
liph had  diverted  himleit  at  his  expence, 
and    that  Giaffer   had  acled  the  wifeit 
part.     He  then   burft  out  a  laughing: 
'  My  lord,'  faid  he  to  the  Commander 
of  the  Faithful,  proltrating  himfelf  at  his 
feet,  '  I  am  clearly  convinced  Giaife 
has  a  hundred  times  more  wit  than  I 
have ;  but  I  eiletm  myielf  happy,  if, 
through  my  foolilhnels,  your  majefty 
has  for  a  few  moments  been  agreeably 
entertained.' — '  I  mould  have  been 
very  lorry,  my  dear  Meirour,'  replied 
he  caliph,  '  if  you  had  difcovered  the 
prefence  of  mind  as  Giaffer  has  done; 
that  would  have  deprived  me  of  an  infi- 
nite pleafure.     But  now,  as  we  have 
taken  off  the  mafk,  I  fliould  be  glad  to 
know  how  Alcouz,  Taher,  the  miller, 
and  their  wives,  relifhed  your  difpute.* 
— '  Sovereign  Commander  of  the  Faith- 
'  ful,'replied  Alcouz,  (for  decency  would 
not  permit  him  to  proftrate  himfelf  with 
the  reft  before  the  caliph,  as  he  was  in 
bed)  '  the  magnificence  of  your  apart- 
ment, and  the  fplendour  of  the  robes 
lying  on  thefe  fophas,  induced  us  to 
regard  the  difpute  between  Giaffer  and 
Mefrour  only  as  a  dream  ariiing  from 
the  intoxicating  fumes  of  the  wine ; 
nay,  I  am  hot  yet  fure,  while  I  have  the 
honour  of  fpeaking  to  your  majefty, 
whether  we  are  awake,  fo  wonderful 
and  fupernatural  does  the  whole  tranf- 
aclion  appear.' 

The  caliph  laughed  at  this  thought  of 
Alcouz.  '  No,  no,'  faid  he,  '  you  are 
all  wide  awake.  But  rife ;  and  let  each 
of  you  put  on  thofe  robes,  which  I  de- 
figned  you  as  a  reward  for  reciting 
your  pleafant  adventures;  and  when 
you  are  difpofed  to  depart,  you  wilj 
find  a  chariot  ready  to  cany  you 
home.' 

Haroun  Arrefchid,  my  lord,  then  re- 
tired with  Giaffer  and  Mefrour  into  ano- 
ther chamber;  where  the  vizir  cleaned 
himfelf,  and  all  three  changed  their  ha- 
bits. In  the  mean  while,  the  iix  married 
people  drefled  themfelves  with  thole  mag- 
nificent robes  the  caliph  had  appointed 
them;  and  after  having  demanded  and 
ealily  obtained  leave,  they  thanked  theca- 
liph  tor  his  generofity,  and  were  conveyed 
to  their  habitations.  But  I  am  igno- 
rant, my  lord,  whether  Lira,  Salle,  and 
the  miller's  wife,  were  afterwards  as 
faithful  to  their  hulbands  as  they  had 
promi&d. 

A  hiftoiy 
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A  hiftory  fo  fingular  as  this  which 

licioun  had  rehearfed  to  Sc> 
Kddin,  wonderfully  delighted  him ;  and, 
though  afHifted  as  this  unhappy  prince 
was,  he  could  not  forbear  laughing  fe- 
veral  times  at  the  comical  adventures  it 
contained.  '  My  dearvi2ir,'  laid  he  to 
..  of  Abubeker,  '  if  the  lofs  I  have 
fuiiaine.l  in  my  dear  Zebd-El-caton 
could  be  crated  from  my  mind,  you 
doubtlefs  would  be  able  to  banilh  it 
from  my  memory :  but,  as  I  well  know 
this  cpnnot  be  elfeftul  by  human  nit, 
I  (ul.mit  myfelf  to  the  lupreme  dif- 
pofal  of  the  Almighty.  The  only  re- 
qucit  I  daily  make  is,  that  you  at  leaft 
may  furvive  to  entertain  me  till  the 
great  prophet  mail  be  pleafcd  to  pre- 
fent  me  before  the  throne  of  his  Di- 
vine Ma'clly." — '  Ah,  my  lord!'  re- 
)!:ed  Bcn-Eridcun,  tenderly  embracing 
lis  feet,  *  why  is  this  goodnefs  extended 
to  fuch  a  Have  as  I  am  ?  And  why  am 
I  not  permitted  to  lay  down  my  life, 
that  I  may  render  my  fovereign  pcr- 
feftly  happy  ?  Yes,  I  fwear,  by  the 
fix  dropsor  i'weat  of  Mahomet  *,  which 
produced  the  role  and  rice,  that  I  am 
ready  to  facrifice  my  heart  for  your 
ina'efty.  But,  my  lord,  we  mould  not 
defpair ;  for,  if  one  ought  to  give  any 
credit  to  a  dream,  that  which  I  had 
laft  night  would  incline  me  to  think 
your  misfortunes  may  be  relieved.' — 
And  what  haft  thou  dreamed  laft 
jiight  ?'  returned  the  king  very  eagerly. 
1  dreamed,  my  lord,'  replied  he,  '  that 
I  was  in  a  deep  deep,  when  a  great  wind 
opened  my  chamber -window,  at  the 
noiie  of  which  I  was  fuddenly  awaked; 
and,  to  my  aftonimment,  beheld  at  my 
bolfter  the  Alborak  f  of  our  great 
prophet,  who  beftowed  on  me  a  thou- 
fand  carcfles.  Infpired,  without  doubt, 
in  that  moment,  I  arofe  and  purified 
myfejf  j  and  having  offered  my  devo- 
tions, I  mounted  this  divine  animal, 
which  tranfported  me  through  the  air 
with  incredible  fwiftnefs,  till  at  length 
I  arrived  at  Serendib ;  where  the  firft 
ptrfon  I  faw  was  my  father.  I  haftily 


got  off  the  beaft,  whom  I  bound  to  3 
tree.  Abubeker  took  me  by  the  arm, 
and  conducted  me  to  a  mofque,  whofe 
door  fpontaneoufly  clofed  upon  us. 

'  Adore,"  faid  he,  "  the  meftenger  of 

'  God  !"  and  proltrated  himfelf.  I  im- 
mediately threw  myfelf  with  my  face 
to  the  earth — "  God  is  God  !"  I  cried, 

'  and  Mahomet  is  his  great  prophet!" 
Scarce,  my  lord,  had  I  fmimed  a  prayer 
fb  common  with  us,  before  Mahomet 
broke  from  a  mining  cloud:  he  led  a 
lady  in  his  hand,  who  appeared  to  me 
far  fuperior  in  beauty  to  all  the  women 
I  had  ever  (een.  "  Happy  Schems- 
Eddin,"  faid  he,  "  for  thy  dcftiny  is 
worthy  of  envy,  thou  malt  recover  a 
wife  whofe  merits  are  equal  to  one  of 
my  Houries.  Were  I  to  return  to  the 
earth,  my  urmoft  defire  would  be 
bounded  in  poffefTmg  a  beauty  like 
hers."  Then  putting  her  into  the 
hands  of  Abubeker,  darknefs  inftantly 
concealed  the*  prophet  from  my  eyes  j 
and  finding  myfelf  infenfibly  remount- 
ed on  the  alborak,  I  flew  with  the  fame 
velocity  as  before,  and  re-entered  my 
chamber.  I  went  to  bed  again,  and 
flept  till  morning,  when  the  hour  of 
prayer  awaked  me  :  but  I  was  fo  fa- 
tigued, that,  if  I  had  really  undergone 
the  journey  to  Serendib  in  fo  little  time, 
I  believe  I  mould  not  have  been  more 
weary.  This,  my  lord,  was  my  dream ; 
and  I  wifli  it  may  portend  a  happy 
ifTue  to  your  misfortunes.' — *  Ah,  my 
dear  Ben-Eridoun!'  replied  the  king, 

n  a  forrowful  tone,  '  mould  even  the 
return  of  thy  father  reftore  me  to  my 
fight,  I  mult  yet  be  iniferable,  fmce 
my  dear  Zebd-El-caton  is  irrecovera- 
bly loii.  But  as  I  promifed  Abube- 
ker, in  the  moment  of  our  fcparation, 
to  liiblcribe  without  reluctance  to  the 
decrees  of  my  deftiny,  I  will  banifh 
from  my  breaft  an  idea  fo  frightfully 
afflicling  as  this.  Though  1  cannot 
but  obferve,  if  Mahomet  had  pleafed, 
he  might  long  ago  have  ended  my 
diftrefs  by  depriving  me  of  a  miferabie 
life :  but  then  my  forrows  would  not 
have  been  fo  agreeably  beguiled  with 


*  Mahomet  making  a  journey  to  the  throne  of  God  in  Paradife,  God  turned  and  looked 
at  him.  Mahomet  was  fo  greatly  afhamed,  that  he  fwcat;  and  having  wiped  the  fweat  off 
with  his  finger,  fix  drops  fell  cut  of  Paradife,  from  which  immediately  fprung  up  the  role 
and  rice. 

•f  The  Alborak  is  an  animal  lefs  than  a  mule,  and  bigger  than  an  afs;  it  partakes  of  the 
nature  of  both  thrf?  animals,  an4  which  the  Mahometans  believe  wai  fsnt  by  God  to  carry 
their  great  prophet  into  Heaven. 

'  thy 
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thy  entertaining  hiftories.    Purfue,  my 
dear  friend,  purfue  thy  career,  and  re- 
move the  melancholy  remembrance  that 
overwhelms  me  with  fome  frcfli  nar- 
ration.' — '    Yes,    my  lord/    replied 
Ben-Eridoun,  who  had  much  ado  to  re- 
ftrain  ftiedding  of  tears  for  the  misfor- 
tunes of  his  ibvereign  :  '  is  your  majefty 
'  then  difpofed  to  hear  the  adventures  of 

*  Faruk  the  Corfair  ?' — '  Very  •willing- 
'  ly,'  returned  the  monarch  $  <  I  amin- 
'  terefted  in  the  deftiny  of  that  unfoi'- 
'  tunate  prince :    and,  if  I  rightly  re- 
'  member,  he  affirmed  that  title  himfelf.' 
— '  It  is  true,  my  lord,'  replied  the  young 
vizir;  '  aiyl  you  will  perceive  his  life  to 

*  be  a  complication  of  evils  :  and  I  fhall 
'  not  only  rehearfe  his  hiftory  fiom  the 

*  time  he  was  Separated  from  the  Princefs 

*  Gulguli-Chemame,    but   allb   every 
'  thing  recorded  of  him  by  an  ancient 

*  Arabian  author,  who  wrote  a  hiftory 

*  of  thofe  princes  that  reigned  in  the  ifles 

*  of  Divandurou*.' 


THE  HISTORY  OF  FARUK. 

ON  Mount  Caucafus  there  formerly 
ftood  a  little  city  called  Gurf, 
from  the  multitude  of  wild  afTes  which 
inhabited  a  neighbouring  foreft.  The 
king  of  this  country  had  four  ions,  by 
as  many  different  fultanas,  all  born  in 
one  day.  The  firft  was  called  Suffrak, 
the  fecond  Kobad,  the  third  Bzarmeher, 
and  the  fourth  Faruk. 

As  this  monarch  treated  his  four  fons 
with  equal  indulgence,  it  was  impoflible 
for  them  to  judge  who  mould  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor  :  but  if  any  one  deftrved  to  fiil  the 
throne  preferably  to  the  reft,  it  was  un- 
doubtedly Faruk  ;  in  him  were  united 
all  the  eminent  iiualities  neceffary  to  form 
the  character  ci  a  great  prince.  He  had 
fcarce  attained  to  his  twelfth  year,  when, 
by  rivalling  his  brothers  in  every  manly 
and  military  exercife,  he  attracted  the 
daily  applaules  of  the  people  of  Gur ; 
and  your  majefty  may  well  1'uppofe  thefe 
encomiums  penetrated,  like  paiibned  ar- 
rows, into  the  hearts  of  Faruk' s  three 
brothers. 

Faruk  frequently  talked  with  his  bro- 
thers of  the  difficulty  that  would  arife 


about  the  kingdom.  '  As  there  can  hut 
*  one  of  us  aicend  the  throne,1  faid  Fa- 
ruk, '  what  will  become  of  the  other 
three  ?  I  perceive,  if  either  of  them  che- 
rifh  the  leal!  ioark  of  ambition,  his 
fituation  will  be  pitiable  indeed." — • 
Let  us,  then,1  replied  Suffrak,  '  pre- 
vent the  disappointment  in  good  time. 
There  is  the  illuftrious  Zeyfadinj  by 
his  fiige  counlels  it  ieems  as  if  the  ilia, 
and  itars  were  taught  to  regulate 
courfei.  his  admirable  fkiil  in  alfro- 
logy  is  fo  exteniive,  that  his  mouth  is 
the  trealure  of  the  luhlime  I'ciences. 
Let  us  go  and  confult  him  in  our  duly, 
but  under  fuch  adifguifeas  his  art  can 
only  deleft ;  and,  iince  we  firmly  be- 
lieve his  predictions  to  be  ratified  by 
Heaven,  we  will  each  of  us  take  a  ib- 
lemn  oath  to  abide  by  his  decifion : 
then,  without  murmuring,  let  thofc 
who  are  excluded  the  throne  depart 
hence,  and  by  their  valour  procure 
other  kingdoms.' 

This  refolution  being  unanimouflyre- 
ceived,  the  four  brothers  diiguiiedthem- 
felve&,  and  fetouton  their  journey,  with— 
out  any  retinue,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived 
en  the  fummit  of  Mount  Caucafus,  where 
Zeyfadin  made  his  abode. 

This  admirable  perfon  was  at  his  de- 
votions when  they  knocked  at  his  door. 
As  he  did  not  interrupt  himfelf  to  let 
them  in,  they  knocked  again.  *  Princes,* 
cried  he,  without  ftirring,  '  wait  a  little; 
'  he  whofe  hand  turns  the  celetiial ipheres, 
'  ought  to  be  preferred  to  all  mortals  :  I 
'  will  attend  you  in  an  inftant.' 

The  princes  of  Gur  were  ftruck  with 
admiration  to  hear  that  Zcyfadin,  before 
he  had  feen  their  faces,  was  appri/iJ  of 
their  dignity.  They  waited  very  refptft- 
fully  till  he  had  finifhed  his  devotions, 
and  then  the  door  was  opened :   but  how- 
was  their  aftonifliment  incrcafed,  when 
he  called  each  of  them  by  his  name,  and 
recounted  the  lubjeft  of  their  journey! 
It  is  eaiy,  my  lords/  faid  he,  '  to  gra- 
tify your  curiofity ;    but  it  is  almoft 
always  dangerous  to  pry  too  narrowly 
into  future  events,  anil  you  will  not  be 
contented  witli  my  ar.fwer :  for,  as  much 
as  I  forefee,  he  that  is  to  Aicceed  the 
king  his  father  fhail  not  only  rif'que 
his  lite  in  returning  home  to  Gur.  but 


*  Thefe  iflands  are  five  in  number,  and  each  of  them  fix  or  feven  leagues  roun  j  :  they 
are  fituated  twenty-four  leagues  from  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  The  corfairs  frequently  relort 
tu  thefe  ifles  in  order  to  rrfreih. 

•J-  Gur  fignifies  a  WiU  Afs  in  tile  Perfian  tongue. 

«  his 
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•  his  own  brothers  will  one  day  become 

*  his moftinveteniteenemies.'Thib reply, 
one  would  have  thought,  was  fufficient 
to  terrify  the  young  princes ;  and,  in- 
deed, Fr.ruk  advifed  them  not  to  carry 
their  curiofity  farther :  but  his  brothers, 
\vho  contemned  his  wjfecounfels,  preffed 
the  allrcloger  to  gratify  them  about'what 
they  fo  paflionately  wimed. 

'  Since  you  are  r.ot  to  be  deterred  from 
'  your  dtfigns/faid  the  fublimeZeyfadin, 
'  defcend  the  mountain  by  that  narrow 

•  path ;  and,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  day 
'  you  will  find  a  woman,  who  ftiall  in- 
'  form  you  which  of  you  four  is  deftined 
'  to  wear  the  diadem  of  Gur.' 

The  princes  obeyed ;  and,  following 
the  aftrologer's  directions,  arrived  hi  the 
evening  at  a,litt!e  plain  furrpunded  with 
mountains,  from  the  midft  of  which  a;ofe 
a  thick  fmoke  out  of  a  pit  not  in  ch 
broader  than  the  mouth  of  a  well.  The 
good  woman  was  fitting  on  a  great  ftone 
on  one  fide  of  the  pit.  '  This  is  die,' 
faid  the  brothers,  '  from  whom  we  are  to 

•  karn  our  deftiny.'    They  approached 
the  old  woman ;  and  having  acquainted 

;h  the  occafion  of  their  vifit,  fhe 
ordered  them  to  take  off  their  fandals, 
and  throw  them,  one  after  another,  into 
rhat  pit.  S'.tffrak  had  no  (boner  obeyed, 
than  their  ears  were  aflTaulted  with  a 
dreadful  noifr;  and  his  fandals  being 
thrown  up  with  impetuofity,  they  fell  at 
their  feet  al?  blackened  with  fmoke,  and 
baH'  burnt.  Kobad  and  Rzarmeher  were 
repulfed  in  like  manner:  but  Faruk's 
treatment  was  quite  different} 'the  noife 
«  en  fed,  the  fmoke  vanifhsd  for  a  little, 
and  his  ftndals  were  calt  up  without  be- 
ing in  the  leaft  injured.  *  It  is  you, 
'  then,  my  lord,'  (kid  the  old  woman, 

*  who  are  deftined  to  be  one  day  King  of 

*  Gur;  finci-  here  are  the  certain  marks 
'*  by  which  Zeyfadin,  who  foiefaw  your 
'  arrival,  -afTV.red  me  I  (hould  know  you. 

y.:ur  fandnls,  my  lord,  andcon- 
'  tinue  your 

If  the  heart  of  Faruk  was  fecrctly 
»!ated  with  this  prediction,  his  brothers 
were  no  lefs  f-.vrlled  with  rage  and  jca- 
loufy.  However,  they  discovered  no- 
thing of  t'ii,  i,i't,  relolving  to 
dtpi  ive  Faruk  of  his  throne,  they  fecretly 
contrived  to  make  away  with  him. 

As  they  were  obliged  to  return  home 

road  they  arrived,  their  way 

m-ceilV.rily  led  them  through  two  mcun- 

tains.  This  place  vrous  to  ftay 

all  night  in,  on  account  of  it's  being  in- 


fefted  with  rnonftrous  ferpents,  who  then 
came  out  to  take  frefli  air.  Here  it  was 
the  three  envious  brothers  contrived  to 
deftroy  Faruk,  who  was  ignorant  of  this 
dangerous  circumftar.ee.  They propoled 
to  him  to  pafs  the  night  in  this  place. 
Faruk  agreed ;  and,  after  a  flight  repaft, 
they  laid  down  on  the  grais :  but  as  foon 
as  Faruk  was  fallen  into  a  profound 
fleep,  his  three  perfidious  brothers  fud- 
denly  ftarted  up,  and  left  him  in  this 
dangerous  plr.ce- 

The  f/i  pents,  according  to  cuftom, 
r.flembled  in  the  middle  of  the  night. 
Their  frightful  hillings  might  be  heard 
more  than  half  a  league;  and  approach- 
ing the  place  where  Faruk  lay,  they  fur- 
rounded  him,  r.nd  were  ii:ft  on  the  point 
of  throwing  themfelves  on  him,  when, 
by  the  greateft  good  fortune,  a  Genius 
who  travel  fed  the  air  took  pity  on  this 
unfortunate  prince.  Seme  words  he  pro- 
nounced fixed  the  ferpents  to  the  earth, 
and  rendered  them  fo  ftiff,  that  they 
feemed  as  if  they  were  all  petrified. 

At  length  Faruk  awoke ;  but  how 
great  was  his  fright  to  lee  himfelf,  as  it 
were,  furrounded  with  death !  He  ima- 
gined his  brothers  were  deftroyed  by  the 
ferpents  ;  but  obferving  they  _were  all 
immoveable,  had  thebofdnefs  to  venture 
through  them  ;  and,  withox;t  thtir  being 
able  to  offer  him  the  kaft  injury,  con- 
tinued the  road  to  Gur.  He  wept  bitterly 
for  the  fuppofed  death  of  his  brothers  ; 
but  he  w;is  informed,,  about  fix  hours 
after  his  arrival,  that  they  were  fafely  re- 
turned. They  wereaftoriifhed  to  fee  him; 
and  pretended  they  were  fo  dreadfully 
affrighted  with  the  hillings  of  the  fer- 
pents, that  each  fled  for  his  life,  without 
being  able  to  reflect  on  the  almoft  certain 
death  to  which  he  was  expofed.  Faruk, 
rather  than  lufpccl  his  brothers  guilty  of 
fo  black  a  treaibn,  admitted  their  ex- 
cufe :  he  difcovered  not  the  leaft  difcon- 
tent,  but  lived  with  them  us  ufual,  with- 
out even  prefling  them  to  obferve  the 
oath  they  hud  taken  to  depart  from  Gnr 
as  foon  as  the  aftrologer  /hould  decide  in 
favour  of  one  of  them. 

It  was  not  more  than  eight  months 
after  the  princes  had  confulted  Zeyfadin, 
when  the  king  their  father,  being  a  hunt- 
in -,  fell  backwards  from  his  horlc,  and 

.-. fortunately  killed  on  the  fpot.  As 
he  had  nominated  no  f.icceflbr,  the  three 
brothers  refufed  to  abide  by  their  foiTncr 

-icntj  but,  endeavouring  tu  ex- 
tludeFaruk,  each  had  c  -  .party 

to 
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to  cleft  himfelf  in  his  place.  This  laft 
proceeding  di {covered  to  Faruk  all  the  ill 
faith  of  his  brothers:  he  directly  con- 
vencd  an  affembly  of  the  ftates  of  Gur, 
and  acquainted  them  with  their  journey 
to  the  aftrologer ;  and  whether  they 
thought  or  loved  him  better  than  his 
brothers,  they  did  not  hefitate  about  de- 
claring for  him. 

There  were  in  Gur  at  this  time  four 
parties,  who  were  ready  to  tear  one  ano- 
ther to  pieces  with  a  civil  war;  when, 
behold !  all  the  people,  as  if  infpired,  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  unanimoufly  pro- 
poled  to  the  princes  to  abide  by  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  firft  perfon  whA  fhould  enter 
the  city  the  day  following;  and  at  the 
lame  time  declared,  that,  if  they  refufed 
to  accept  this  condition,  all  four  fhould 
be  excluded  the  throne.  The  three  bro- 
thers contented  with  great  reluctance; 
but  Farulc  mewed  not  the  leaft  oppoli- 
tion.  The  grandees,  having  confined 
them  in  feparate  apartments,  pofted  cen- 
tinels  to  prevent  their  deiigns  from  being 
eluded  ;  and  then  locked  the  gates  of 
the  city,  which  were  alfo  veiy  ftrictly 
guarded. 

All  the  people  parted  the  night  on  the 
walls,  impatiently  waiting  the  appearance 
of  one  who  was  to  give  peace  to  Gur. 
The  day  broke  without  difcovering  any 
body ;  when  at  laft  there  was  feen  com- 
ing, at  a  great  diftance,  an  old  calender 
almoft  naked  *.  The  air  rent  with  the 
joyful  fliouts  of  the  people ;  they  directly 
opened  the  gate  on  that  fide  the  calender 
was  feen ;  they  ran  to  meet  him,  and 
bore  him  in  triumph  to  the  palace  where 
the  corpfe  of  the  deceafed  king  was  de- 
pofited. 

The  calender  was  greatly  furprizcd, 
and  knew  not  what  to  make  of  theie  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  he  was  foon  informed  that 
he  was  appointed  to  give  them  a  king, 
and  that  he  was  to  cluife  one  from  a- 
mong'  theie  four  princes,  who  were  to 
acquiefce  in  his  judgment.  As  the  ca- 
lender was  a  man  of  age  and  experience, 
he  was  not  ignorant  that,  in  nominating 
one  of  thefe  princes,  he  fhould  cre- 
ate to  himfelf  enemies  of  the  reft ;  and 
therefore,  to  avoid  detei mining  himfelf, 
he  propofcd  the  expedient  I  am  about  to 


relate  to  your  majefty.  He  caufed  the 
corpfe  of  the  deceafed  king  to  be  bound 
to  a  tree ;  and  having  meafured  from  it 
a  confiderable  diftance,  he  declaredwhich 
ever  of  the  four  brothers  had  fkill  to  dif- 
charge  an  arrow  into  the  heart  of  his  fa- 
ther, fhould  be  his  fuccelfor. 

That  there  might.be  no  grounds  of 
complaint  among  them,  the  princes  drew 
lots  who  fhould  begin ;  and  Kobad  be- 
ing the  firft,  he  difcharged  his  arrow» 
and  pierced  the  throat  of  his  father. 
Bzarmeher,  a  little  more  ingenious,  (truck. 
him  in  the  breaft,  without  touching  his 
heart;  and  Suffrak  wounded  him  in  the 
lower  part  of  his  belly. 

There  was  now  only  Faruk  left  to  try 
his  (kill ;  and  the  people,  knowing  his 
ability,  were  in  no  doubt  of  his  gaining 
the  prize ;  when  this  prince  broke  his 
bow  and  arrow  to  pieces. 

*  What  barbarity  is  this  !'  cried  Fa- 
ruk.   '  My  lords,1   faid  he,  addreffing 
himfelf  to  the  grandees  of  the  realm,  '  f 
renounce  the  throne,  if  it  muft  b 
quired  by  an  action  fo  unworthy,  and 
fo  ..inhuman.     Let  my  brothers  reign, 
if  they  pleafe ;  I  fliall  behold  their  good 
fortune  without  envy.     As  for  me,  I 
will  never  pollute  my  hand  with  an 
a£lion  fo  impious  as  that  which  they 
have  been  induced  to  commit.' 
The  principal  lords,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple, were  to  the  laft  degree  aftonifhed  ; 
and  were  fo  touched  with  this  greatnefs 
of  foul  in  Faruk,  that  they  prefled  the 
calender,  with  one  voice,  to  determine 
in  his  favour.    '  That  was  my  good  in- 
tention,' replied  this  wife  old  man  j 
I  propofed  this  expedient  with  no  other 
view  than  to  leave  yourfelves  to  dif- 
cern  perfectly  which  of  thefe  princes 
is  worthy  to  fill  the  throne.  Humanity 
and  piety  ought  to  be  the  prime  virtues 
of  a  monarch  ;  and  as  Faruk  has  given 
you  natural  proofs  of  them,  I  believe 
the  great  prophet  would  be  offended  if 
I  did  not  agree  with  you  that  he  alone 
is  worthy  to  reign.' 
This  decifion  of  the  calender  was  im- 
mediately attended  wi'h  a  thou&nd  joy- 
ful acclamations;  and  the  three  princes 
retired  from  the  city  overwhelmed  with 
fhame  and  confufion.     They  conceived 


*  Thefe  calender?,  \vho  abound  in  all  the  eaft,  are  pcrfons  who  feem  to  have  renounced 
every  thing  ;  they  quit  jbeir  parents,  wives,  and  children,  ard  all  their  relations,  to  run 
th-rough  the  world,  and  fubfift  on  alms:  but  they  are  obferved  to  be  not  very  exaft  in  tbeir 
religious  conduit;  on  tile  contrary,  there  aie  often  leen  among  them  perfon!  who  live  in  all 
kijids  of  debauchery. 

O  a  violent; 
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a  violent  defpair,  not  only  from  their 
being  excluded  the  throne  by  the  voice 
of  the  people,  but  alfo  to  fee  that  their 
ambitious  thirft  after  power  had  betrayed 
them  into  the  commiifton  of  an  impiety 
which  themfelves  regarded  with  horror  j 
and,  refolving  to  work  their  brother's 
deftruclion,  they  departed  from  Gur  with 
a  full  purpose  to  put  their  defign  in  exe- 
cution. 

Meanwhile,  the  oath  of  fidelity  was 
t'.ken  to  the  new  king.     He  celebrated 
the  obfequies  of  his  father  with  great 
magnificence,  and  would  fain  have  re- 
tained the  calender  near  his  perfon.  But 
this  good  old  man  defired  to  beexcufed. 
It  will  be  thought,  my  lord,'  faid  he, 
that  your  goodnefs  is  only  the  eftxctof  a 
bare  complaifance  which  I  had  t©  de- 
cide in  your  favour :  but  I  would  have 
it  known  that  I  followed  the  dictates 
of  confcience,  without  the  lead  ?iew  of 
my  own  inttreftv    May  Heaven  grant 
you  a  happy  reign 5.  and  when  you  ap- 
proach the  period  of  your  life,  may  the 
angels  who  are  to  regifter  all  your 
words,  pj*eferit  thole  only  which  are 
moft  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Being!' 
Saying  this,  he  departed  from  Gur,  with- 
out receiving  the  leaft  mark  of  generofity 
from  this  prince. 

Three  months  had  now  parted,  my 
lord,  (continued  Ben-Eridoun)  during 
whichFaruk  pofleffed  his  throne  in  peace, 
and  his  fubjeSls  were  rendered  happy  un- 
der his  mild  and  gentle  admiriihation  ; 
when  his  brothers  furprized  the  city  one 
dark  night  at  the  head  of  fix  thoufand 
men,  of  which  the  greateft  part  were 
Arabian  robbers.  Thefe  villains,  taking 
advantage  from  the  general  fright  which 
prevailed,  maflacred  all  thatoppofed  their 
fury :  but  while  they  were  bufied  in  plun- 
dering the  inhabitants,  Faruk,  having 
rallied  all  the  officers  and  foldicrs  he  coirld 
collect,  fell  like  a  lion  upon  his  enemies. 
He  performed  every  thing  that  could  be 
expected  from  the  braveft  of  men;  but 
perceivi/.g  his  attendants  were  almoft  all 
flain,  and  that  it  would  be  rafhnefs  to 
expofe  his  perl  on  to  farther  hazard,  he 
changed  his  cloaths  with  an  Arabian 
whom  he  had  killed  with  his  own  hand ; 
nnd  having  difguifed  his  face,  he  retired 
alone  from-  Gur,  and  fought  his  fafety 
by  night. 

The  horrors  of  the  day  fucceeded  thofe 
of  the  night ;  nothing  was  |to  be  feen  in 
all  parts  of  the  city  but  torrents  of  blood ; 
and  the  Arabians  not  only  found  among 


the  flain  him  whom  they  miftook  for 
Faruk  by  the  richnels  of  his  drefs,  but 
alfo  Suffrak,  Kobad,  and  Bzarmeher, 
who  all  perilhed  by  an  effect,  no  doubt,, 
of  the  Divine  Juftice.  The  Arabians,  I 
fay,  having  finifhed  the  plunder,  and' 
maflacred  all  the  inhabitants,  without 
fparing  either  age  or  fex,  fet  fire  to  the 
four  corners  of  the  city,  nnd  to  the  mid- 
dle of  it,  which  in  three  days  time  re- 
duced it  to  afhes. 

The  unfortunate  Faruk,  not  only  de- 
prived of  his  throne,  but  alfo  reduced  to 
extreme  milery,  could  not  depart  from 
Gur  without  fliedding  a  flood  of  tears. 
The  flames,  which  now  appeared  at  a 
great  diftance,  tcok  from  him  all  hopes 
of  ever  re- amending  the  throne  of  his 
anceftors.  He  haftened,  therefore,  as  fail 
as  he  was  able,  from  this  frightful  place, 
but  with  a  refolution  to  conceal  his  mil- 
fortunes  from  all  'Jie  world. 

The  prince  had  travelled  three  days 
through  fcveral  bye-roads,  when  he  en- 
countered two  calenders  fitting  by  a  foun- 
tain at  a  flight  repaft.  He  approached 
them  ;  and  as  they  conjectured  from  his 
looks  he  wanted  fomething  to  eat,  they 
invited  him  to  lit  down  with  them.  Fa- 
ruk, who  was  almoil  familhed  withy 
hunger,  and  needed  no  entreaties,  de- 
voured, in  a  fhort  time,  all  the  provifions 
they  had. 

As  foon  as  the  prince  had  appeafed  th« 
rage  of  hunger,  he  crofted  his  hands  o:\ 
his  ftomnch ;  and  fixing  his  eyes  to  the 
earth,  became /o  deeply  abibrbed  in  his 
forrowful  reflections,  that  he  continued 
near  an  hour  ifl  that  melancholy  poi- 
ture. 

The  calenders,  who  beheld  him  with 
aftonifhment,  were  touched  with  a  lively 
fenfe  of  his  affliction :  and  the  eldeft  hav- 
ing broken  liience — '  My  brother,'  laid 
he  to  the  prince,  '  we  are  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned for  the  profound  ar.gu'.lii  \vhk  h 
your  mind  ieems  to  labour  under,  that, 
though  we  have  known  you  but  a  few 
moments,  yet  both  this  young  calender 
and  mytllf  will  omit  nothing  in  our 
power  to  afluage  your  grief,  and  dil- 
pel  that  gloom  which  overcafts  youe. 
mind.     Speak,  Sir,  and  do  not  ixliu- 
quifti  the  afliftance  we  offer  :  weak  as 
it  is,  it  may  do  you  more  fervice  than 
you  are  aware  of  at  prefent.' 
The  Prince  of  GUI',  who  had  Inthei  to> 
kept  filence,  \»as  rouzed  from  his 
tation  by  the  obliging  offers  of  this  good* 
old  man.     '  Generous  calender/  fuid  he, 
*  excufc 
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•*  -ejccufe  my  rudenefs^  the  cruel  fituation 

*  I  am  in  is  ready  to  overwhelm  me:- 

*  feek  not  to  be  acquainted  with  my  dif- 
•*  trel's,  I  conjure  you.     If  I  have  ap- 
•'  peared  infenfible  of  your  kindnefe,  I 
'  heartily  thank  you  for  your  generous 

*  fentiments ;  and  all  the  favour  I  re- 
•*  quire  is  to  be  received  into  your  com' 

*  pany,  and  to  be  permitted  to -conform 

*  to  your  rules,  and  wear  the  habit  of 
'  your  order/  — '  How,  Sir.!1  returned 
the  old  man,  a  little  altoniflied,  '  are  you 
'  really  defirous  to  become  a  calender  ?' 
— '  Yes/  replied  Faruk,  with  a  figh ;  e  I 

*  was  determined  from  the  moment  I 

*  came  hither,  fmce  at  prefent  I  know 

*  of  no  better  courfe.    Here  is  a  ring;  it 
'  is  all  I  have  left  out  of  a  considerable 
f  fortune  I  once  pofleffed :   I  will  fell  it 
'•*  the  firft  opportunity;  and,  while  the 
'•*  money  lafts,  we  will  live  as  brothers.' 
— •'  You  know  us  badly,'    replied  the 
youngeft  of  the  two  calenders :  '  the  f.ile 

*  of  your  ring  is  ufeitfs ;    it  mould  be 

*  kept  to  the  laft  extremity.    We  are  of 

*  a  profemon  that  fuffers  us  to  want  rro- 
'  thingj  provided  we  do  not  want  af- 
•*  furance ;  therefore  keep  that  precious 
-*  toy  till  another  feafon  ;  and  in  the  mean 
1  time  never  be  perplexed  how  to  live.' — 
'  This  young  calender,'  replied  tire  old 
man,  '  has  (poke  right:  our  firir  infti- 
'  tution  teaches  us  to  forfake  a  little, 
•'  that  we  may  gain  much.     This  doc- 

*  trine  may  perhaps  be  difficult  to  com- 
'  prehend.  Here  it  is  explained  :  we  pof- 
'  fefs  nothing  in  this  life  but  the  bare  en- 

*  joyment  thereof,  becaufc  death  obliges 
'  us  to  quit  all  the  riches  -upon  earth ; 
•*  why,  then,  do  wefuffer  our  mir.ds  to 

*  be  diftracled,  and  cruelly  harrafll-d,  to 

*  prelerve  thofe  riches  which  oppofes  fuch 

*  enemies  to  us?    Let  us  only  practife 

*  thofe  maxims  in  philofophy  which  are 
1  peculiar -to  our  profemon.     We  com- 
'  monly  begin  with  fpending  all  we  pof- 
'  fefs  ;  at  leaft,  this  is  the  practice  or  tfco 
'  wifeft  amongft  us :  and,  when  we  once 
'  get  this  habit  on  our  back,  we  look 
'  upon  the  patrimony  of  others  as  an  in- 
'  exhauftible  refource  on  every  occafion. 

*  In  fhort,  who  of  any  fpirit  will  refufe 

*  to  entertain  •&  calender,  let  him  be  in 
'  what  part -of  the  eBth  foever  ?  Who  is 
«  there,  from  the  'king  to  the  meaneft 

*  artizan,  that  does  not  think  it  an  ho- 
«  nour  to  admit  us  to  their  tables,  and 
«  help  us  to  the  moft  delicious  morfels  ? 

*  It  is  true,  we  are  obliged  to  wear  a 

*  jnafk,  an/J  appear  different  to  what  we 
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'  really  are ;  it  is  that  which  lays  jealous 
'  hufbands  afleep,  and  renders  us  agree- 
'  able  to  the  generality  of  their  wives, 
•'  who  are  fcarcdy  vifible  to  any  but 

*  ourfelves,  through  the  blind  confidence 

*  they  place  in  our  habit.    .In  fine,  my 
'  dear  brother,  there  is  not  a  life  more 
'  delicious,  or  more  fenfual,  than  that 
'  of  an  able  calender ;  and  when  once 

*  you  poflefs  the  -true  relifh  thereof,  you 

*  will  never  defire -to  change.' 

Faruk  liftened  very  attentively  to  the 
old  man's  difcoxirfe,  notwithftanding  his 
grief,  and  observed  that  it  abounded  with 
good  fenfe.  *  Your  way  of  life  appears,* 
laid  he,  •'  fo  agreeable,  that,  from  this 
'  .picture  alone  which  you  have  drawn 
'  of  it,  I  long  to  become  a  calender,  and 
'  take  the  habit.'  —  '  Four  fnips  of  a 
•'  pair  df  fciflars  will  initiate  you  into  our 
'  fociety,'  anfwered  the  youngeft  calen- 
der; *  and  you  have  nothing  to  do  but 
'  (trip  off  your  habit  for  a  moment.' 
Faruk  obeyed  in  that  moment;  and  tak- 
ing his  garment,  he  cut  it  to  pieces  ;  -and 
fewing  it  neatly  together  again,  was. 
forthwith  recognized  by  the  other  tv/o 
calenders. 

They  had  now  fat  long  enourvh  by 
the  fountain ;  and  all  three  (tarring  up, 
fleered  their  courfe  to  the  firft  city  which 
prefented  to  their  view.  The  prince,  who 
could  not  fo  foon  forget  his  misfortunes^ 
fighed  now  and  then;  which  the  old  ca- 
lender obferving,  reproached  him  with 
it  as  unworthy  the  profeffion  he  had  em- 
braced.    «  Come,  my  dear  brother,' faid 
he,  «  remember  that,  in  putting  off  your 
garment,  you  have'divefted  yourfe'lf  of 
all  human  weakneis ;  drive  thereforfe 
from  your  mind  thofe  gloomy  reflec- 
tions which  continue  to  difturb  you. 
Any  perfon  befides  us,  of  lefs  expe- 
rience, would  defire  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  hiilory  of  your  adventures, 
and  would  probably  fay  that  the  re- 
cital of  them  would  affuage  your  grief  j 
but  nothing  is  more  falle  than  fuch 
reaibning ;  for  it  would  renew  the  re- 
membrances of  thofemisfortunes  which 
you  ought  to  forget.     We  fliall  not 
prefs  you  upon  this  head,  till  we  may- 
judge  by  year  behaviour  that  you  are 
become  altogether  infenfible  of  your 
part  misfortunes.     No  more  grief,  my 
dear  brother ;  let  us  banifli  it  from  our 
company,  it  is  a  mortal  poifon  to  the 
human  mind.     Let  us,  for  the  future, 
breathe   nothing  but  joy!"  And,  to 
infpire  you  with  it,  I  will  acquaint  you 
O  z  «  \vitli 
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with  the  hiitory  of  my  life,  from  which 
you  will  learn  my  reaibn  for  wearing 
this  habit:  liften  to  me,  "and  the  jour- 
ney we  have  to  go  will  appear  the 
fhorter.' 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF  THE  OLD  CA- 
LENDER. 

J'  Was  born  at  Backu*.  My  father  was 
a.  riet -merchant,  who  lived  near  a 
convent  o£,dervifes.  He  lived  an  irre-i 
gularlife,  and  was  fcarceever.tobe  found 
in  his  fliop;  and  as  befides  he  had  but 
little  bulinefs,  he  was  foon  reduced  to  ex- 
treme poverty.  A  dervis  who  ufed  fre- 
quently to  come  to  our  houfe  conceived 
a  frieridfhip  for  me,  and  taking  compaf- 
fion  on  me,  took  me  into  his  convent 
when  I  was  about  five  years  old;  fo  that 
I  was  no.  farther  expence  to  my  father; 
who,  having  pafled  through  a  wearifome 
life,  died  when  I  was  twelve  years  old. 

I  went  to  fee  my  difconiblate  mother, 
and  wept  tenderly  for  the  lol's  of  my  fa- 
ther; when  my  mother  fpokc  to  me  in 
this  manner :  '  Do  not  afflict  yourfelf 

*  for  my  husband;  forbear  fhedding  tears 
'  for  one  who  deierves  them  fo  little; 
'  weep  no  more  as  for  a  father,  for  one 
'  who  had  no  mare  in  your  birth!'   This 
difcourfe  furprized  me;  and  looking  fted- 
faftly  at  my  mother — '  You  are  aftonifh- 
'  ed,'  laid  me.    '  I  have  reafon  to  be  fo,' 
replied  I ;  '  for  if  the  deceafed  was  not 

*  my  father,  which  he  was  always  taktn 

*  for,  who  am  I  indebted  to  for  my  be- 
'  ing?' — '  To  the  old  dervis  who  has 
«  brought  you  up,1  anfvrered  my  mother; 

*  you  are  his  fon'  and  mine:  without  his 

*  afliftance  we  flio\ild  have  lived  this  long 

*  time  pad  in  the  moft  mocking  indi- 
«  gence;  for  my  hufband's  id.'enefs  and 
c  exceflbs  had  reduced  me  to  beggary 
'  even  a  long  time  before  you  came  into 
'  the  world.     This  dervis  has  been  our 
'  entire  fupport,  by  fupplying  us  abund- 
'  antly  with  the  neceffaries  of  life.     On 
«  my  fide  I  was  not  ungrateful :  the  der- 
'  vifes  do  nothing  for  nothing;  and  I  do 
«  not  repent  the  return  I  have  made  this 
'  one/ 

My  mother  was  ftill  in  tears,  when  the 
d^rvis  entered:  me  told  him  that  me  had 


juft  informed  me  of  his  being  my  father ; 
and  this  man  embracing  me  in  the  moft 
tender  manner—'  Child,'  laid  he, '  be- 
'  have  yourlelf  well,  arid  honour  your 
'  mother;  you  mall  want  for  nothing.' 
I  made  a  fuitable  return  to  tliefe  expref- 
fions  of  parental  arle£tion  from  my  new 
father;  and,  growing  tired  of  the  life  I 
had  hitherto  led  among  the  dervifes,  I 
begged  of  him  to  leave  me  with  my  mo- 
ther. He  granted  my  requeft,  and  gave 
us  money  to  buy  rice ;  and  as  my  mo- 
ther lived  .in  a  very  frugal  manner,  and 
almoft  entirely  at  the  convent's  expence, 
me  faved  in  i'cven  or  eight  years  about 
four  thoufand  fequins. 

I  often  heard  my  mother  fpeak  of  a 
veryhandfome  girl  in  our  neighbourhood; 
and  I  became  fo  enamoured  with  her 
from  the  bare  report  of  her  beauty,  with- 
out ever  feeing  her,  that  I  fought  out 
every  opportunity  of  making  mylclf 
known  to  her.  At  laft  one  offered:  the 
girl's  father  came  to  our  houfe  to  buy  a 
quantity  of  rice-meal,  and  agreed  with 
my  mother  for  a  large  fack  of  it,  that 
contained  about  twelve  bufhels.  My 
want  of  experience  made  me  look  upon 
this  as  a  favourable  opportunity  of  feeing 
my  miftrefs;  and  liitening  only  to  my 
foolifla  paffion,  with  the  afliftance  of  a 
young  man  of  my  own  age,  I  put  myfelf 
into  the  lack,  which  was  then  filled  with 
meal  as  high  as  my  chin,  and  was  in  this 
filiation  canned  in  the  duflc  of  the  even- 
ing to  Kalem's  houfe,  (this  was  the  name 
of  the  girl's  father)  where  they  let  me 
down  in  the  corner  of  a  room,  where 
the  family  generally  eat.  I  had  made  n 
hole  in  the  top  of  the  fack,  through  which 
I  could  ea/ily  fee  every  thing  that  pafled. 
I  was  fcarce  let  down  when  a  dervis  ap- 
peared; but  I  could  not  fee  his  face,  as 
he  fat  in  a  dark  part  of  the  room :  there 
came  in  with  him  Kakm,  his  wife,  and 
the  beautiful Dgengiari-nar,  my  miliixl  , 
with  a  little  dog  under  her  arm.  A  Have 
having  laid  the  cloth,  tiny  immediately 
fat  down  to  flipper*  Dgengiari-nar  hap- 
pened to  fit  jult  facing  me,  and  I  was  fo 
tranfportcd  at  the  lirft  fight  of  her, 
that,  forgetting  the  company  I  was  in,  I 
foolifhly  cried  out — '  Alas,  what  a  line 
'  creature!'  This indifcreet exclamation, 
which  the  company  heard  without  know- 


*  Backu  is  the  capital  city  of  the  province  of  Schirvan  in  Perfia,  which  gives  it's  name  to 
the  Backu  Sea.  This  city  lies  on  the  Cafpian  Sea.  There  is  near  it  a  very  remarkablt 
fountain  which  continually  pours  forth  a  black  liquor,  which  is  ufed  throughout  all  Perfia 
infoad  of  uil. 
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ing  whence  it  came,  terrified  them  greatly : 
they  got  up  in  great  hurry  and  confu- 
fton,  looked  every  where,  except  at  the 
fack  where  I  lay  hid,  but  not  without  a 
thorough  fenfe  of  my  folly,  and  finding 
nothing,  fat  down  again  to  Hipper,  whertf 
the  voice  they  had  heard  made  the  chief 
fubjecl;  of  their  converfation. 

Pgengiari-nar  happened  not  to  take 
the  fame  feat ;  fo  that  not  being  able  to 
fee  her  face,  I  was  ftill  indifcreet  enough 
to  attempt  turning  myfelf  about  in  the 
fack,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  enjoying  a 
full  profpecl  of  her  charms ;  but  I  went 
about  it  fo  unfkilfully,  that  the  fack  un- 
fortunately overturned. 

Kalem,  with  all  his  family  and  the 
dervis,  were  greatly  furprized  at  the  lack's 
fall;  but  the  dcrvis,  feeing  that  my  mif- 
trefs's  little  dog  barked  furimilly  at  it, 
began  immediately  to  fufpefl  what  might 
really  be  the  matter :  he  therefore  railed 
up  the  fack,  and  untied  the  top  of  it, 
when  I  appeared,  but  my  face  was  fo 
covered  with  meal,  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  know  me.    Upon  this  Kalem  flew  into 
a  great  fury,  ran  to  the  poniard   that 
hung  up  againft  the  wall,  and  was  upon 
the  point  of  running  me  through  the 
body,  when  I  threw  a  handful  of  meal 
into  his  eyes,  which,  by  blinding  him  for 
a  moment  or  two,  gave  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  leaping  out  of  the  fack  in  my 
flippers;  and  laying  hold  of  a  fabre  that 
happened  to  lie  in  my  way,  I  might  ealily 
have  killed  Kalem  and  the  dervis,  and 
then  made  my  efcape;  and,  as  it  was  the 
only  way  left  of  faving  myl'eif,  I  had  my 
lirtjre  ready  to  llrike  a  blow,  when,  upon 
looking  on  the  dervis,  whole  face  1  had 
not  feen  before,  I  found  it  was  the  per- 
fon  to  whom   I  was  indebted  for  my 
being.     '  Ah,  dervis  !'  laid  I,  dropping 
the  point  of  my  fabre,  '  fee  that  I  am 
Hanif,  whom  your  conltant  frienufhip 
has  always  made  you  confider  as  your 
own  child !    I  am   upon  this  occaiion 
more  indifcreet  than  criminal.  I  loved 
the  charming  Dgengiari-nar  on  the  bare 
report  of  her  beauty;  and  not  meeting 
with  any  other  means  but  the  prefent 
of  fatisfyingmy  earnetl  dcfire  of  feeing 
her,  I  buried  myfelf  in  this  lack,  incon- 
fulerately  indeed,  fince  I  did  not  know 
how  I  mould  be  able  to  get  out  of  it.' 
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The  dervis  was  greatly  fiivprized  to  fee 
me  in  this  condition;  and  Kalem,  having 
at  the  fame  time  recovered  his  light  by 
nibbing  his  eyes,  perceived  that  I  was 
Ibn  to  the  woman  from  whom  he  had 
bought  his  rice- meal;  and  leeing,  by  the 
pofture  in  which  I  had  put  myfelf,  that  I 
was  refolvcd  toiell  my  life  at  a  dear  rate,  he 
was  the  more  eafdy  appealed  by  the  dervisj 
Ib  that  they  loon  found  it  impoflible  not  to 
laugh  at  i  ILC  comical  figure  I  made.  'Since 
'  this  young  man  loves  Dgengiari-nar,' 
laid  the  dervis,  '  let  him  have  her,  I  be- 

*  fecch  you,,  my  dear  Kaltm.     Ke  is  an 

*  only  Ion;  and  I  will  take  upon  me  tx> 
'  make  his  mother  give  him  up  her  fhop, 
'  with  at  lealt  four  thouland  fequins. ,   I 
'  do  no/  believe  you  can  find  in  allEacku 
'  a  Ibn-in-Liw  who  has  been  better  edu- 
'  cated,  is  an  honeiter  man,  and  will  be- 
'  liave  towards  you  as  a  father-in-Jaw 
•'  with  more  refpect/ — •'  Ah  !'  laid  I, '  it 
'  is  not  enough  that  Kalem  confents  to 
'  make  me  happy:  I  renounce  his  good- 
'  will,  if  the  charming  Dgengiari-Jiar 
'  does  not  approve  of  me.'  This  delicate 
way  of  thinking  made  ib  great  an  im- 
preffion  on  Kalem,  that  he  took  me  in  hi> 
arms,  telling  me  that  his  daughter  was 
her  own  minrefs,    and  that  (he  might 
that  very  moment  decide  my  fate.    '  She 
'  muft  firft,  then,"  faid  the  dervis,   '  fee 
'  her  new  lover,  fuch  as  he  is.'     And, 
upon  this,  he  immediately  conducted  me 
to  another  room,  where  I  cleaned  myfelf j 
and  Kalem,  who  was  pretty  much  of  my 
own  fize,  having  put  one  of  his  gowns 
un    me,  I  made  my  appearance  before 
the  beautiful  Dgengiari-nar,   who  liked 
me   fo  well,   that   Ihe  immediately  ac- 
cepted of  me  as  a  hulband.    The  dervis, 
impatient  to  feemy  happinefscomplcatol, 
immediately  lent  for  my  mother,  wl\9 
was  greatly  furprized  at  my  adventure, 
and  confented  to  ad  I  wifhed  for.     Thr 
marriage-contract  was  drawn   rrp   and 
figned,  and  that  very  evening  the  iman 
joined  our  hands.     I  ilept  at  my  father- 
in-law's;  and  my  wife  was  fo  well  fatis- 
fied  with  her  chice,  that  the  next  morn- 
ing Ihe  ordered  for  my  breakfaft  a  large 
dilh  of  Iheep's  feet*,  with  vinegar-lance. 

I  was  now,  my  dear  brother,  married 
to  the. charming  Dgengiari-nar,  and  the 
happieft  man  living,  if  my  want  of  fuile 


*  This  is  a  ragout  in  Turkey,  which  they  make  ufe  of  as  a  reftorative  for  perfons  wh» 
have  been  weakened  by  any  excefs.  Th'ey  generally  fet  it  before  married  people  the  day  after 
their  wedding,  in  the  fains  manner  ;hat  in  France  they  ferve  them  with  what  they  call 
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hnd  not  made  me  the  tnoft  miferable. 
32 very  thing  feemed  to  conf; ire  to  make 
me  happy '•  my  bride  in  a  .manner  adored 
me;  yet,  without  any  juft  caufe,  I  took 
it  into  my  htad  to  be  jealous  of  her  to  a 
decree  that  is  fcarce  credible.  Every 
thing  alarmed  me :  did  me  fpeak  to  my 
mother,  I  fancied  that  my  mother  had 
confyired  with  her  to  betray  me;  even  her 
innocent  marks  of  affeftion  to  the  dervis, 
fo  whom  we  were  fo  much  obliged, 
alarmed  me  ib  much,  that  I  uled  to  for- 
get his  being  my  father}  and  my  evil 
Genius  made  me  confider  their  behaviour 
as  criminal.  In  fine,  (continued  the  old 
calender)  I  did  nothing  but  exclaim 
againft  Dgengiari-nar,  and  fcarce  ever 
ted  her  to  lee  the  day;  yet,  though 
I  gave  her  no  reft,  me  never  made  the 
Jealt  complaint  of  my  ill  ulage. 

My  mother  and  the  dervis  made  me 
many  reprefentations  on  my  foolifh  jea- 
loufy.  '  It  is  neither  bolts  nor  locks,' 
laid  they,  *  that  can  fecure  your  honour: 

*  an  honcft  woman  is  her  own  guardian; 

*  and  your  groundlefs  fufpicions  tend 

*  more  to  make  her  forget  her  duty  than 
'  to  perfevere  in  it.'     But  I  was  deaf  to 
their  advice;  and  at  laft  my  madnefe  in- 
<reafed  to  luch  a  degree,  that  they  re- 
folved  to  try  every  method  of  getting  the 
better  of  it. 

One  day  as  the  dervis  was  converfing 
with  my  mother,  whilft  I  was  employed 
in  making  fome  entries  in  my  books—- 
There has  arrived  here,'  faid  he, 
within  thefe  three  days,  a  young  dei  vis 
from  Circaflia,  whofe  beauty  furpaffes 
any  thing  that  has  as  yet  appeared  at 
Becku :  I  imagine  that  the  pages  who 
are  to  ferve  us  with  fruit  in  the  para- 
dife  of  ov:j-  great  prophet,  can  I'carce 
compare  with  him*,  fince  fo  much  mo- 
tlefty  has  never  been  feen  united  with 
fo  many  other  perfections:  his  cham- 
ber is  next  mine;  and,  in  confequence 
of  this  neighbourhood,  •we  have  con- 
trailed  a  great  friendship  for  one  ano- 
ther. I  am  to  give  him  a  breakfaft 
to-morrow;  and  therefore  beg  of  you 
to  fend  me  a  pullet  and  rice  of  your 


'  o'"  "     'Ir.uf.* 

cd  to  compiv,  arixi  ac- 
y  thing  in  teidrnefs  for 
• 
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hour.  Iha.lhear.i  .=  c'iJe, with- 

out Teeming  to  take  notice  of  it;  but  my 
curiofity  prompting  me  to  ib*  ib  handlome 
a  man,  I  refolved  to  make  one  at  break  - 
fait  with  my  father.  I  kt  j'tmy  mind  to 
mytelf:  when  the  difhes  were  lent  off,  I 
went  into  my  wife's  apartment,  whp  was 
Hill  a-bed,on  account  of  fome  flight  ir.dif- 
poiition,  and  in  a  profound  ftcep.  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  awaken  her,  but  only- 
looked  at  her  attentively  for  fome  time, 
when  I  flvut  the  door  3  and  having  given 
the  key  a  double  turn  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  I  ran  and  knocked  at  the  convent  of 
the  dervifes.  I  aflced  for  the  clervrs  that 
was  ray  father;  and  on  being  told  he  was 
in  his  chamber,  I  immediately  ran  to  it.; 
but  I  had  fcarce  entered  it,  when  I  grew 
pale  and  cold  at  the  fight  of  his  friend. 

I  had  no  fooner  perceived  in  him  all 
the  features  of  my  wife,  than,  falling 
down  with  mere  weaknefs  on  a  fopha  of 
nifties,  and  wiping  my  face,  I  cried  out— - 
'  Where  am  I?  and  what  prodigy  is  this? 
My  father  interrupted  me  here,  getting 
up  in  great  confufion,  and  taking  me  into 
his  arms  in  the  tendereft  manner,  afked 
me  what  was  the  matter,  and  what  dark 
cloud  had  overfpread  my  imagination, 
I  anfwered,  that  I  found  myfclf  difor- 
dered  the  moment  I  entered  his  chamber, 
and  that  I  chofe  to  return  home  immedi- 
ately; upon  which  he  kd  me  back  to  the 
door  of  the  convent :  as  I  had  only  the 
ftreet  to  crofs  to  get  home,  the  moment 
I  left  him,  I  flew  to  my  wife's  apart- 
ment. I  :;egan  to  refpire,  my  dear  bro- 
ther, when  I  found  her  in  the  fame  con- 
dition I  had  left  her  the  minute  before, 
and  my  joy  on  the  occalion  was  fo  ex- 
ceeding great,  that  I  caught  her  in  my 
arms,  and  embraced  her  with  thewarmeft 
expreflions  of  affeftion;  which  (he  re- 
turned in  the  moft  endearing  manner. 
However,  I  made  no  great  ftay  with  her, 
but  haftened  back  to  the  convent,  and 


•*  Mahomet  promifes  all  good  Muflulmen  a  paradife  full  of  delights,  in  which,  after 
having  drank  well  and  eat  well,  the  moft  beautiful  pages  will  prrfent  them  with  lemons  out  of 
a  golden  difli;  and  he  affuresthem,  that  the  minute  they  have  tafted  them,  there  will  appear 
to  each  a  young  girl  moft  richly  attired,  that  will  always  continue  a  virgin,  and  embrace 
them;  and  that  they  will  thus  fpcnd  fifty  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  moft  fenfual 
pleafures. 

f  This  difh  conCfts  of  rice  ftewcd  with  butter,  lard,  or  fuet,  orgreaiej  and  i«  a  very  com- 
mon food  all  over  the  EafU 
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ran  direftly  to  my  father's  cell,  telling 
him  I  had  got  the  better  of  my  iridiipo- 
fition,  and  was  come  to  breakfaft  with 
him.  '  You  are  welcome/  fakl  he  :  '  this 

*  Irandfome  Circaffian  and  I  have  already 

*  made  a  beginning.    Sit  down  to  table, 

*  and  firrt  fatisfy  yourfelf  with  a  glafs  of 

*  wine/    I  rinced  a  glafs,  and  my  father 
was  going  to  pour  me  out  fome  wine, 
when    the    Circaflian    prevented    him. 
«  Brother,1  laid  he, '  let  me  have  the  plea- 

*  fure  of  helping  him;  I  intend  this  day 
«  to  do  the  honours  of  your  table/    The 
ibund  of  tliefe  words  made  me  tremble ; 
my  hands  in  an  inftant  became  fo  weak, 
and  my  eyes  fo  faftened  on  this  young 
man,  whole  voice  perfectly  referaibled  my 
wife's,  that  I  fpilled  all  the  wine  upon 
my  cloaths  and  the  table-cloth,    I  made 
in  a  fmgle  inftant  a  thoufand  afRicling 
reflections;  and,quittingthederviles  in  an 
abrupt  manner,  I  made  but  one  leap  from 
the  convent  to  my  houfe,  where  my  wife 
was  Mill  a-bed.  I  was  fo  thunder-ftruck, 
that  1  could  not  fpeak  to  her.     '  What 

*  is  the  matter  with  you,  dear  light  of 

*  my  life,'  faid  me,  ftarting  up  in  her  bed 
in  the  greateft  confuiion,  '  has  any  ac- 

*  cident  happened  ?  Do  not  permit  me,  I 
'  befeech  you,  to  remain  any  longer  in  fo 

*  crucian  uncertainty. ' 

I  returned  a  little  to  myfelf.    '  Ah, 
'  Dgengiari-nar !'  faid  I, '  may  I  believe 

*  what  I  hear?' — '  Why,'  replied  /he, 
'  what  do  you  fee,  and  what  do  you  hear  ? 
'  Satisfy  my  curiolity  this  inilant.'— 

*  No,'  laid  I,  '  I  am  certainly  deceived  : 

*  I  muft  again  try  if  ray  eyes  are  faithful 

*  witneffes  of  what  has  happened  in  the 
4  eonventof  thedervifes.'  I  then  left  her j 
and,  (hutting  the  door  as  I  had  already 
done,  I  returned  to  my  father's  cell  much 
eaiier  in  my  mind  than  I  had  left  it.     '  I 
'  beg  your  pardon,"  (aid  I,  at  aiy  nrlt  ap- 
pearance, '  for  the  ill-manners  I  have 

been  guilty  of.  My  reaibn  for  leaving 
you  in  fo  great  a  hurrry,  wa*  that  I  had 
forgot  to  leave  money  with  my  mother, 
toanfwer  a  demand  {he  expecls  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  have  now  no 
more  bufmefs  to  take  me  away;  and 
nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to  me 
than  to  remain  with  you,  and  enjoy  the 
pleafure  of  your  company.'— -'  Let  it 
be  fo,'  faid  my  father;  '  wo  may  i'pend 
all  the  morning  here  very  agreeably : 
tafte  this  difh  of  pilau,  which  has  not 
as  yet  been  touched;  for  as  to  the  fowl 
and  rice,  we  difpatched  it  during  your 
4  abfencs.'  I  now  began  to  think  of 


eating fome  pilau;  but,  happening  to  giv« 

a  look  at  the  young  Circainan,  juit  as  I 

had  taken  feme  into  my  mouth,  I  found 

it  impoffible  to  get  it  down,  my  aftoniih- 

ment  increafed  to  fucli  a  degree.     Th<; 

young  dcrvis  was  the  very  counterpart  of 

Dgengiari-nar,  both  in  voice  and  gelture; 

every  thing,  in  fine,  conlpircd  to  make  me 

believe  that  no  two  perfons  had  ever  been 

fo  like  each  other.  '  What  is  the  matter 

with  you,  fon  ?'  {aid  the  old  dsrvis. 

You  betray  in  all  your  aclions  fo  mucfo 

uneafmefs  and  dim-action,  that  I  am  at 

a  lofs  what  to  think  of  you  to-day.'— 

Have  I  not,'  laid  I,  '  the  julteft  reafou 

in  the  world  to  be  fo  ?  Who  the  d— — 

would  not  take  tin's  young  Circaflian 

for  my  wife  ?  I  muft  own  to  you  that 

I  ran  home  to  be  Cure  I  had  her.     I 

found  her  both  times  in  bed;  and  thi* 

circumftance  mould  have  diffipated  my 

apprehenfions ;  notwithftanding which, 

I  find  myfelf  unable  to  mafter  thole 

jealous  fulpicions  which  tear  my  mind 

to  pieces.' 

The  two  dervifes  laughed  heartily  at 
thb  my  candid  confeiTion.  As  fo 
part,  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  behave  oa  the- 
occaiion,  when  the  young  derviS  took. 
me  up.  '  What,  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  can  u, 
flight  reftmblance,  then,  between  your 
wife  and  mejdiforderr  your  brain  in  this, 
manner  ?  And  mall  jealoufy  tyrannize 
over  you  fo  far  as  to  make  you  commit 
the  extravagances  with  which  we  have 
for  this  hour  paft  been  entcri.iiiKil  ' 
How  much  I  pity  your  fpoufe !  Cer- 
tainly (lie  muft  hav«  a  great  fund  ot 
virtue  not  to  take  vengeance  of  your 
uniuft  fufpicions.  I  can  eaiily  forgive 
a  delicate  jealeufy;  but,  by  carrying  it 
the  length  you  do,  according  te  the  re- 
port of  this  honeft  dervis,  believe  me^ 
Sir,  you  take  the  readied  way  of  mak- 
ing your  wife  puuilh  you  as  you  dc- 
ferve.' 

I  liitened  with  great  confufion  to  this 
leclure  of--  the  young  dervis,  and  br^an 
to  be  nOiamed  of  my  part  conducl,  at  the 
fame  time  refolving  in  a  manner  to  trnft 
Dgengiarj-nar  entirely  to  her  own  virtue  ^ 
when  the  young  preacher,  in  moving 
himicif  a  liule,  difcovertd  to  me,  near  one 
of  his  ears,  a  mark  in  every  refpecl  like 
one  that  my  wife  had  in  the  fame  j-hce- 
This  llrange  fight  woun.d  up  my  mad- 
nefs  again  to  the  higheft  pitch.  I  j"ave 
a  great  fhout,  which  furprized  the  dcr- 
viies.  '  Ah  !  laid  I,  '  1  r.m  certainly 
'  betrayed,  and  all  my  fufpicions  %vi-r« 

'  rou 
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*  too  well  founded.* — '    What  fudden 

•  fury  lias  feized  you/  faid  my  father. 
'  Have  you  loll  your  wits,  or—'  I  did 
not  give  him  time  to  make  an  end  of  his 
dilcoiirfe ;  I  flipped  out  of  his  hands,  and 
ran  home  in  the  greateft  hurry  and  confu- 
fion,  where  I  found  my  wife  employed  in 
making  the  ASdelt*.     I  drew  near  her 
in.  the  greateft  perturbation;  and,  having 
examined  the  mark  near  her  ear,  I  clant 
my  hands  together,  with  my  eyes  lifted 
up  to  heaven,  and  ready  to  faint  away 
with  furprizc.     My  mother,  who  was  in 
the  (hop  that  was  contiguous  to  my  wife's 
apartment,  came  in  on  hearing  my  cries. 
She  and  my  wife  enquired  earned ly  what 
might  be  the  caufe  of  my  diibrder,  and 
of  my  ib  often  going  out  and  in ;  but  T 
did  not  as  yet  think  proper  to  give  them 
any  fatisfaftion.     I  only  begged  of  my 
mother  to  prepare  a  dinner  for  ourfelves 
and  the  handibme  dervis  of  CircafTia  and 
his  companion,  whom,  I  told  her,  I  in- 
tended to  invite;  telling  her  withal,  that 
I  mould  give  before  them  a  full  account 
of  every  thing  that  had  happened  to  me 
that  morning,  which  me  muft  agree  was 
very  ftrange  and  uncommon. 

I  then  left  them ;  and,  at  my  return  to 
the  convent,  found  my  father  and  the 
young  dervis  (till  at  table.  '  I  muft,' 
laid  I, '  acquaint  you  with  the  full  extent 
of  my  weaknefs.  The  %n  which  this 
handibme  dervis  has  near  his  ear,  gave 
my  jealoufy  a  new  alarm;  for  my  wife 
has  one  in  the  fame  (pot  Ib  very  like 
this,  that  I  again  took  it  into  my  head 
that  it  was  her  very  felf  I  faw  in  this 
difguife;  I  ran  back  to  the  houfe  to 
clear  up  the  matter  to  my  felf ;  but, 
thanks  to  heaven,  I  found  her  at  her 
ufual  purification,  fo  that  all  my  lulpi- 
cions  are  at  an  end,  and  I  am  returned 
eafy  and  fatisficd  in  my  mind,  to  fpend 
the  interval  between  this  and  dinner,  to 
which  I  invite  you.  I  have  a  mind  to 
convince  this  young  dervis,  that,  as  he 
cannot  be  a  twin  of  my  dear  Dgen- 
g'iari-nar,  fmce  (he  is  an  only  child, 
Nature  has  formed  fo  great  a  refem- 
blance  between  them,  that  it  is  impof- 
fiblc  not  to  be  deceived  by  it." — '  I  ac- 
cept your  invitation,'  replied  the  young 
Circaman,  '  with  great  plcafurc:  no- 
thing can  be  more  agreeable  to  me.  I 
am  curious  to  fee  this  extraordinary 
lilcenefs'you  fpeak  of;  about  which, 


'  however,  the  dervis  my  companion  Is 

*  not  altogether  agreed:  but  then  it  is 
'  only  on  this  exprefs  condition,  that  no 

*  fit  of  jealoufy  (hall  be  permitted  to  in- 
'  terrupt  our  joy;  for  I  am  difpofed  to  be 

*  merry,  and  perhaps  at  your  expence.* 
— '  Ah !'  laid  I,  interrupting  him,  '  I 

*  prom  ife  that  you  /hall  do  at  my  houfe 
'  as  you  like.  •  I  have  fuffered  ib  much 

*  this  morning,  in  the  many  ftruggles  I 

*  have  had  to  iuftain,  that  1  am  relblveJ 
'  for  the  future  to  make  myfelf  eafy.' — 
'  It  is  the  belt  thing  you  can  do/  replied 
the  young  man.     '*  Were  I  a  woman, 
'  and  difpofed  to  play   my  hufband  a 

*  trick,  be  would  find  it  to  no  purpole  to 
'  watch  me;  I  could  eafily  triumph  over 
'  all  his  precautions,  and  I  (hall  convince 
'  you  of  it  prelently  at  your  own  houfe.' 
— (  You  will  oblige  me  greatly,'  faid  I, 
'  in  fo  doing.     I  will  endeavour  to  en- 

*  tertain  you  well ;  and  you  cannot  do 
'  me  a  greater  favour,  than  that  of  cur- 

*  ing  me  radically  of  my  troublefome 
'  paflion.' 

I  fpent  a  couple  of  hours  very  agreea- 
bly with  the  two  dcrvifes ;  till  dinner- 
time drawing  nigh,  I  left  them  to  pre- 
pare for  their  reception.  1  thought  pro- 
per, before  my  guefts  arrived,  to  fee  my 
wife,  to  make  a  merit  to  her  of  my  con- 
verfion,  and  affure  her  that,  for  the  fu- 
ture, (he  mould  enjoy  all  the  liberty  de- 
cency might  allow.  But,  my  dear  bro- 
ther, how  great  was  my  furprize,  on 
opening  the  door  of  my  room,  the  key 
of  which  I  had  never  let  go  out  of  my 
poffeflion,  when  I  found  her  miffing ! 

But  great  as  my  furprize  was  in  not 
finding  my  wifc,  it  was  much  incrcafed 
by  finding,  inftead  of  her,  the  two  dcr- 
vifes that  I  had  but  juft  now  left  at  the 
Convent.  So  unexpected  a  fight  ftruck 
me  motionlefs;  r.nd  I  mould  no  doubt 
hive  fallen  to  the  ground,  if  my  mother, 
who  followed clofe  after  me,  had  notfup- 
poited  me  in  her  arms.  I  remained  a 
long  time  without  being  able  to  utter  n 
fingle  fyllable;  but  being  at  length  come 
to  myfelf— «  O  Heaven!'  feid  I,  <  do  I 
'  dream,  or  is  it  the  devil  who  has  perfe- 
'  exited  me  all  the  morning,  that  ftill 

*  takes  plcafure  in  impoling  upon  me  '' 
— '  No,  no,  my  dear  Hanif,'  replied  the 
old  dervis,  whom  I  told  you  was  my  fa- 
ther, '  yo\i  are  not  a(leep;  there  is  n« 
'  more  than  a  little  contrivance  in  all  this 


*  The  AMeft,  or  Oblation,  is  a  ceremony  which  die  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft  never  omit, 
efpeciaJly  iu  the  uwn'nnp. 

«  illufioni 
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•'  illufipn.  Your  jealoufy  was  become 
'  fo  ridiculous,  that  we  undertook  to  rid 
'  you  of  it.  I  contrived,  with  your  mo- 
'  ther  and  your  wife,  every  thing  that 

*  pafled  in  my  apartment  this  morning: 
'  your  behaviour  fully  anfwercd  our  in- 
'  tentioris;  and  the  beautiful  dervis  is  no 
'  other  than  the  incomparable  Dgengi- 
•*  ari-nar.     No  doubt,  you  will  find  it  a 
'  difficult  matter  to  comprehend,  what  I 

*  tell  you,  and  I  know  you  will  even 

*  fcarce  credit  Lt  5  but  it  is  eafy  to  con- 

*  vince  you.' — '  Ah,  then/  faid  I,  with 
the  greateft  eagerneis,  '  lofe  no  time  in 
'  doing  it;  let  me  know  how  it  was  pof- 
'  fible  that  my  wife  fliould  at  one  and  the 
'..fame  time  be  in  her  bed  and  in  your 
4  cell,  in  her  night-cloaths  and  in  the 

*  drefs  of  a  dervis.'— '  I  ihall  imme- 

*  diately,'  replied  my  father,  '  fatisfjr 

*  your  curionty  in  this  refpeft.' 

'  Dgengiari-nar  is  no  longer  ignorant 

*  how  I  am  related  to  you.  I  found  my- 

*  felf  under  a  neceflity  of  revealing  to  her 
c  the  fecret  of  your  birth,  to  obtain  hej- 
'  concurrence  to  the  meafures  we  wanted 
'  to  take.     You  muft  know,  that  your 

*  mother's  deceafedJiuiband  ufed  to  be 
*.  fometimes  jealous  with  her ;  and  his 

*  fudden   llarts  often   difconcerted  the 

*  Ichemes  we  had  laid  to  fee  each  other, 

*  which  gave  us  no  fmall  concern.    But 
'  as  in  quality  of  treafurer  to  the  con- 
'  vent  I  had  money  at  will,  I  feized  on 
'  the  opportunity  of  the  brute's  going 
'  to  the  country  for  a  fortnight,  and  em- 
'  ployed  workmen  that  I  could  confide 
4  in,  to  make  a  pafTage  between  my  room 
'  and  this  apartment,  under  the  ftreet, 

•*  which  is  very  narrow;  two  trap  doors, 

*  with  proper  counterpoifes,  do  the  reft. 
'  It  is  an  eai'y  matter  to  go  from  this  room 
'  tomycellin  lefsthaniixminutes  bythe 
'  trap-door  you  now  look  at ;  whereas, 

*  in  the  common  way,  a  perfon  muft  tra- 
'  verfe  our  court,  which  is  pretty  long, 
'  and  open  and  (hut  doors ;   Ib  that  you 

*  may  eafily  judge  if  it  was  impcffiblc  for 
'  your  wife  to  pi't  on  the  habit  of  a  der- 
'  vis,  to  throw  it  off,  and  get  into  bed 

*  again,  in  the  interval  of  time  requifite 
'  for  you  to  make  fo  great  a  circuit  to 
'  get  into  our  convent,  or  out  of  it,  and 

*  arrive  at  this   apartment.      Here  is, 

*  then,  my  dear  child,  a  plain  discovery 
'  of  the  whole  myftery.  But  I  mult  add, 
f  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty 
'  imaginable  I  prevailed  on  Dgengiari- 
'  nar  to  aft  her  part  in  it.  She  was  wil- 
'  Jing  to  put  up  with  all  your  extr«va- 


'  gances,  rather  than  exflpfe  herfelf  to 

*  your  difplesfure,   till  I   obtained  her 
'  concurrence  by  afTtuing  her  that,  if  Ib 

*  rude  a  trial  did  not  bring  you  to  a  bet- 

*  ter  way  of  thinking,  you  mould  never 
'  know  any  thing  of  the  trick  that  had 
'  been  played  on  you,  and  that  I  mould 
'  loon  make  the  handibme  Circaflian  fet 
'  out  for  his  own  country. 

'  We  have,  I  believe,  fucceeded,  my 
'  fon,'  continued  the  old  man ;  '  fincc 
'  you  have  given  me  your  word  that  you 
'  would  be  no  more  guilty  of  the  lame 
'  folly:  and,  indeed,  no  man  ever  had  lets 
'  reaibn  to  be  jealous.  Your  wife  is  a 
'  moft  virtuor  s  woman ;  (he  has  ftretched 

*  her  complaifance  for  your  weaknefs 
'  more  than   could  be  expefted.     But 
'  though  me  were  ever  fo  much  the  re- 
'  verfe,  judge,  my  dear  Hanif,  by  your 
'  own  experience,  what  love  is  capable 
'  of.     There  is  nothing  that  it  does  not 
'  invent  and  compafs  to  get  the  better  of 

*  a  jealous  perfon's  vigilance ;  and  the 

*  i'ureft  courfc  a  man  can  take,  is  to  truft 
'  entirely  to  the  virtue  and  fidelity  of  hit 
1  wife.     I  know  very  well  that  this  is 
'  looked  upon  as  a  veryfoolifh  maxim  in 
'  thefe  eaftern  countries;  but  there  is  a 
'  difference  to  be  made  between  living  in 

*  the  common  way,  which  requires  tha£ 
'  women  mould  appear  but  leldcm  in 

*  publick,  and  treating  them  wijh  that 
'  injurious  diffidence  that  you  have  done 

*  the  chaaming  Dgengiari-nar.      You 
c  have  carried  your  jealoufy  to  fuch  an 
'  excefs,  as  to  take  umbrage  at  me,  who 
'  am  your  father.     Even  your  mother's 
'  affecl'cn  for  her  daughter-in-law  has 

*  given  you  uneafniefs.     Who  can  you 
'  think,  my  fon,  fliould  have  your  ho- 
'  nour  more  at  heart  than  your  mother 
'  and  I  ?     And  yet  you  have  been  weak 
'  enough  to  fuipcft  us  of  a  defign  upon 
'  it.' 

My  furprize  and  confufion  were  fo 
great,  (continued  the  old  calendar)  that  • 
I  was  at  a  lofs  what  aniwer  to  make  to 
the  dervis's  wife  cUlcouric.     '  My  dear 

*  father,'  faid  I, '  how  much  I  am  oblig- 
'  ed  to  you  for  having  undertaken  my 
'  cure,  and  fucceeding  fo  well  in  it!     I 

*  now  fee  all  the  force  of  your  argu- 
'  ments,  and  I  am  ready  to  fink  with 
'  fhamc  for  my  part  conduct ;  but  I  am 
'  refolved  to  make  amends  for  my  folly 

*  by  fo  contrary  a  behaviour,  that  the 

*  beautiful  Dgthgiari-nar  mail  have  no 
'  lefs  rcafon  to  commend  me  for  the  fu- 
'  ture.  than  Hie  ha^  had  jult  cauie  to  com- 

?  '  piaia 
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*  plain  of  me  for  the  time  part.'  Upon 
this,  I  threw  myfeif  at  my  wife' :- 
who  ftili  continued  in  the  dervis's  drtfs, 
'an'i  afked  her  pardon  for  my  ridiculous 
jealcuiies  with  fuch  expreffions  of  love 
and  tendtrnefs,  as  drew  tears  from  my 
father  and  mother. 

Deengiari-nar,  unable  likewifeto  con- 
tain hers,  immediately  railed  me  up: 
<  My  dear  lord,'  (aid  ihe,  '  if  I  have  a'- 
'  w-'.ys  loved  you  in  fnite  of  the  hard 
'  manner  in  which  you  have  fometimes 

*  treated  me,  gv.efs  to  what  a  pitch  my 
'  love  muft  be  increafed,  now  that  you 

*  aflure  me  of  an  alteration  that  makes 
'  me  compleatly  happy!'     She  feafoned 
her  difcourfe  with  fo  many  endearments, 
that  I  kiffed  her  a  thoufand  times ;  and 
cried  out,  in  the  tranfports  of  my  plea- 
fure— '  No,   my  dear  Dgengiari  -  nar, 
«  there  is  no  difference  between  the  ze- 

*  phyr  of  fpring  and  the  mild  breath  of 

*  your  mouth,  which  refrefhes  my  heart 
'«  and  my  foul.     I  am  a  new  man ;  and 
'  the  moft  agreeable  moments  of  my  life 
'  will  be  thole  that  I  fhall  fpend  in  leek- 
-*  ing  the  means  of  pleafmg  you.'     This 

fudden  change  in  me  gave  my  father 
and  mother  the  moft  fenfible  fatisfac- 
tion.  Nothing  could  equal  the  pleafure 
they  enjoyed  in  having  been  inftrumental 
in  reclaiming  me.  As  for  Dgengiari- 
nar's  joy,  it  was  great  beyond  exprerlion. 
"We  ne>w  fat  down  to  dinner;  at  which 
every  thing  paffed  in  the  moft  agreeable 
manner,  and  I  ever  afterwards  punctual- 
ly fulfilled  the  promife  I  had  given. 

I  lived  thus  with  my  wife  about  thir- 
teen years,  during  which  time  I  buried 
the  dtrvis  ?-ncl  my  mother.  The  chil- 
dren 1  had  by  my  wife  lived  but  a  fhort 
time.  In  fine,  I  loft  herfelf,  my  dear 
brother,  after  a  ficknefs  of  four  months ; 
•u  may  judge  How  fenfibly  a{H:c~\ed 
I  was  ;>t  the  lofs  of  a  woman  of  fo  great 
merit.  All  my  friends  came  to  condole 
with  me  on  thevoccaficn,  and  endeavoured 
to  dii'fipate  my  grief;  but  what  they  could 
not  do  time  tfFcclcd.  As  time  brings 
about  every  thing,  fo  it  inlenfibly  wore 
O'.-t  the  memory  of  my  dece?lcd  wife.  I 
at  la'ft  began  to  think  of  nothing  but  how 
to  d'veit  myfelf;  and  giving  myfelf  up 
Entirely  to  rny  plenfurcs,  I  fell  little  by 
little  into  a  Mate  of  thegreateft  debauche- 
r'd  excels. 

By  neglc&ing  my  bufmefs,  my  affairs 


foon  fell  into  diforder;  and  at  the  end  of 
two  years  I  was  fo  loaded  with 
that,  unable  to  fatisfy  my  creditors,  I  had 
r.o  other  choice  left  but  flight  to  avoid  a, 
prifon.  I  therefore  fold  my  eftefts  pri- 
vately for  half  value,  and  elcaped  out  of 
Bncku  in  the  difguife  of  a  calender. 
From  the  very  firtt  day  of  my  taking-  on 
the  habit,  I  liked  it  fo  well,  that  I  ft  Id  vtd 
never  to  leave  it  off;  and  I  l:a-e  now 
perfifted  in  this  refolution  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  I  have  ma  1e  in  it  the  tour 
of  Perfia  and  Tartary;  during  which  I 
have  met  with  a  grent  number  of  adven- 
tures too  long  to  relate.  I  intend,  be- 
fides,  to  take  a  journey  to  the  Indies  and 
China; and, for  this  purpole, joined  com- 
pany two  months  ago  with  this  young 
man,  who  is  turned  calender  after  my 
example,  and  whofe  adventures  are  at 
leaft  as  uncommon  as  my  own. 

When  the  old  calender  had  made  an 
end  of  his  difcourfe,  Faruk,  my  lord, 
who  had   liftened  to  him  with  infinite 
pleafure,  thanked  him  for  his  kindnels. 
Nothing,'  laid  he,  '  can  be  more  an 
original  than  your  hi  ikny;  and,  what- 
ever affurance  you  have  given  me,  t 
can  fcarce  believe  that  of  your  compa- 
nion can  compare  with  it/ — '  YQU 
mail  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing fur  yourfelf,'  replied  the  young  ca» 
lender. 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF  THE  YOUNG 
CALENDER. 

MY  mother,  (for  I  muft  tell  you  I 
never  had  the  pleafure  of  know- 
ing my  father,  I  was  lo  young  when  hg 
died;)  my  mother,  I  fay,  lived  at  Schi- 
raz*,  and  carried  on  a  pretty  confidera- 
ble  trade  in  milk,  butter,  and  cheefe,  the 
produce  of  flocks  that  belonged  to  her, 
and  which  (he  ufed  to  fend  me  to  town  to 
difpofeofj  but  I  foon  grew  tired  of  this, 
way  of  life.  There  happened  to  arrive 
from  the  Indies,  about  two  years  before, 
a  company  of  comedians  f,  who  com- 
monly exhibited  their  performances  in 
the  mat  ket-phce;  where  they  afttn-.vards 
ufed  to  fell  remedies,  to  which  they  attri- 
buted a  furprizing  efficacy  in  all  manner 
of  diforders.  As  they  knew  but  little 
of  the  rerfian  tongue,  they  at  fiift  played 


*  Scl'iraz,  the  capital  of  Perfia. 

-j-  Comedians  and  bjllet-dancVrs  are  very  common  in  the. Indies.  Their  performances 
vrr  tullYt  wit  alid  humour,  and  they  generally  exhibit  extempore,  much  like  the  Italian 
comedians  at  their  firft  appearance  amongft  u:. 

nothing 
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nothing  but  pantomimes,  and  employed 
an  interpreter  to  difpofe  of  their  drugs  ; 
but  as  they  begun  by  degrees  to  make 
ihemfelves  underitond,  they  acquired  Ib 
much  reputation,  that  every  body  law 
them  aft  withpleafure.  I  never  wentto 
Schiraz  without  going  to  Ice  their  enter- 
tainments ;  and  I  took,  fo  great  a  liking 
to  them,  that  I  offered  to  make  one  of 
the  company.  I  had  naturally  a.  genius 
that  way :  I  begged  they  might  give  me 
fome  under-part ;  they  pitched  upon  a 
Very  diverting  one  in  the  firft  play  they 
acted;  and  I  behaved  fo  much  ta  the  lik- 
ing of'ali  the  fpectators,  thatl  foon  looked 
upon  myfelf  as  qualified  to  appear  to  ad- 
vantage in  the  moft  difficult  characters. 
Particularly,  I  excelled  in  acting  the 
drunkard;  and  played  fowel!  the  part  of 
the  fool  and  the  blockhead,  that  I  might 
hnve  been  miftaken  fora  real  inhabitant 
of  Syvry-Hiffar.  At  length,  my  dear 
brethren,  the  drolleft  fceneshad  no  merit 
but  what  I  gave  them. 

But,  notfatisfied  with  the  character  of 
an  excellent  actor,  I  had  likewife  a  mind 
to  mine  as  an  author.  Till  then  we  had 
played  nothing  but  fcraps  of  comedies, 
and  almoft  always  without  any  prepara- 
tion. As  for  my  part,  I  refolved  to  con- 
nect fcenes,  and  thus  form  a  contrived 
piece;  and  I  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  my 
firft  effay  proved  a  m after- piece.  I  gave 
a  little  farce  called  The  Cadi  Outwitted. 
I  fliall  inform  you  of  the  fubject  in  a  few 
words. 

A  cadi  of  Candahar*,  who  is  a  great 
mii'er,  has  a  very  pretty  daughter,  with 
\vhom  a  young  Perfian  falls  paflionately 
in  love.  This  cadi  has  promifed  the  girl 
to  a  very  rich  old  Muffulm.in.  The  Per- 
fian is  ready  to  go  diftracted  for  fear  of 
loiiiig  his  miftrefs;  and  after  having, 
thought  of  many  different  ways  of  pre- 
venting a  marriage  which  muft  make  him 
unhappy  for  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
finds  none  fo  likely  to  fucceed  as  the  fol- 
lowing. He  waits  on  the  cadi,  who  did 
not  know  him,  to  confult  him  about  car- 
rying away  a  young  woman.  The  judge 
at  firft  looks  upon  it  as  a  veiy  criminal 
undertaking,  and  falls  into  a  great  paf- 
fion ;  but  is  foon  foftened  by  a  purfe  of 
gold ;  and  thereupon  gives  his  advice  in 
writing,  that  the  girl  may  be  carried  off, 
on  account  of  the  difproportion  in  point 
of  her  age  between  her  and  the  man  her 


parents  would  many  her  to,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  the  perfbn  who  intends  to  carry 
her  off  does  it  with  a  view  of  making 
her  hi«  wife ;  and  in  confequence  of  ano- 
ther purfe  of  gold  he  forbids  the  girl's 
father  to  give  her  lover  any  uneafinefs, 
on  pain  of  receiving  one  hundred  blows 
on  the  foles  of  his  feet.  The  youngPer- 
fian  literally  follows  the  advice,  or  ra-- 
ther  the  commands,  of  fhe  cadi,  and  car- 
ries off  the  daughter ;  and  the  outwitted 
father  finds  himlelf  under  a  nccefiky  of 
bellowing  her  as  a  wife  upon  her  ingeiu- 
ous  lover. 

Such  was  the  plan  of  my  piece  :  but  I 
painted  in  it  the  cadi's  avarice  in  fuch. 
lively  colours,  at  leaft  as  far  as  I  may 
judge  of  the  matter,  efpecially  in  a  fcene 
where  I  played  the  blockhead  to  admira- 
tion, that  I  could  heartily  wilh  you  had 
feen  my  comedy  acted. 

'  What,'  faid  Faruk,  {  fliould  not  a 
'  comic  writer  have  his  performances  by 
'  heart  from  one  end  to  another?  What 

*  can  hinder  you  from  giving  us  this 

*  diverting  icene?' 

Ah,  "brother!  (anfwered  the  young 
man)  it  is  impoflible  it  mould  appear 
to  the  fame  advafttage  that  it  did  en  the 
ftage. 

'  That  is  no  matter,'  replied  the  other 
two  calenders;  '  we  mall  make  allow- 
'  ances  for  the  want  of  actors.  We 
'  know  that  it  is  no  eafy  matter  for  one 
'  man  to  play  different  parts.' 

Since  you  are  fo  earneft,  then,  (faid 
the  new  comedian)  I  mall  do  my  endea- 
vours tovfatisfy  yoti . 

You  muft  firft  reprefent  to  yourfeif 
the  cadi  alone  at  his  houie,  complaining 
of  the  too  £ood  behaviour  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Candahar,  and  that  bufinefs  was 
very  flack  this  year,  efpecially  in  a  cri- 
minal way.  I  entered  his  room  with 
one  of  my  companions,  df-effed  like  coun- 
trymen. We  appeared  to  be  both  of  u* 
quite  out  of  breath;  and  made  him  al- 
moft  mad  with  a  very  comical  dumb 
fcene.  In  fine,  impatient  to  fee  us  fpeak 
only  by  %ns,  and  curious  to  know  th« 
matter,  he  begins  as  follows. 

Cadi.  Thefe  two  fcoundrels  mud 
certainly  be  drunk  or  dumb,  with  all 
their  iigns,  of  which  I  can  make  no- 
thing.-- 

FirJI  Clown.     [This  was  my  part, 


*  Candahar,  trie  capital  of  a  province  of  the  fame  name.  This  town  has  been  often 
taken  and  retaken  by  thg  Indians  and  Perf).-tns,  anu  has  at  laft  remained  in  the  poileflion  of 
ths  Utter. 
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my  dear  brother.]  Oh! — with  your 
Wormip's  leave,  we  have  haftened  with  fo 
much  diligence — to— Ah,  how  I  nm  out 
of  breath!  Goffip,  ttll  his  worfhip  your- 
felf  what  we  have  feen;  you  can  beftclcftr 
up  the  matter  to  him. 

Cadi.     Plague  on  the  brutes  ! 

Second  Clown,  [crying.]  Tell  it 
youifelf,  if  you  can;  I  am  fo  befide  my- 
felf,  and  fo  troubled. 

Cadi.  I  believe  thefe  animals  are 
Come  to  make  me  mad.  Will  you  fpeak 
or  no,  1'cape- gallows?  Let  me  know 
what  you  have  leen. 

Firjt  Clown.  Softly,  foftly!  pleafe 
5*>ur  worfhip.  You  are  going  into  a  paf- 
fion:  for,  as  Locman*  fays  very  juftly,  in 
his  Book  of  Animals— 

Cadi.  Ah,  you  fcoundrel,  you!  let 
Locman  and  his  animals  alone.  What 
are  his  fables  to  what  you  have  to  fay? 

Fir/}  Cloivn.  Yourworihip  is  in  the 
right.  But  your  worfhip  knows  that 
people  who  have  wit,  are  fond  of  mew- 
ing it;  and  if  your  worfhip  had  not  in- 
terrupted me,  I  mould  have  compared 
•your  worfhip  to  anals. 

Cadi.  Would  you,  rnfcal?  But  there 
is  no  taking  notice  of  what  the  ftupid  dog 
fays.  Friend,  I  beg  you  will  make  an 
•end,  and  let  me  know  what  has  brought 
you  here. 

Firfl  Clo'wn.  By  all  means,  Sir,  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleafure.  Ah!  why  don't 
you  fatisfy  his  worfhip  ?  Now,  Sir,  we 
came  to  tell  you,  that  as  my  goffip  and  I 
jmyfelf  were  jogging  along  without  think- 
ing of  any  thing  of  what  was  to  happen, 
'we  faw— [cries.]  Ah,  my  heart  is  rea- 
dy to  break  when  I  think  of  it!  it  makes 
fuch  an  imprcfllon  on  me,  that  I  cannot 
go  on. 

Cadi.  Go  on,  villain,  or  I  mall  pu- 
nifh  your  infolence! — Is  there  no  one 
there  ? 

Firfl  Clonun.  Well,  well,  pleafe  your 
worfhip,  fmce  you  will  not  give  me  leave 
fo  recover  myfclf,  to  cut  fhort,  I  mall  tell 
you  without  any  perambulation,  that — 
But,  hold,  I'll  lay  you  a  wager,  that,  with 
•  all  your  penetration,  you  cajinot  guefs 
what  we  have  feen. 


Cadi.  [Sei/ing  him  by  the  throat.} 
Hangman,  that  you  are!  have  you  a 
mind  then  to  make  me  go  mad  in  good 
earnefl  ? 

Firfl  Clown.  He!  he!  Well,  pkaf« 
your  worfhip,  let  me  go ;  and  I  fhall  im- 
mediately tell  you  how  we  are  come  to 
let  you  know  that  we  have  feen  a  man 
murdered. 

Cadi.  Now  I  am  myfelf  again.  So 
much  the  better;  it  is  good  news.  Here 
is  ajob  to  buy  me  a  good  fupper. 

SeeondClonvn.  Ah!  pleafe  yonrwor- 
Ihip,  the  worft  of  it  is,  that  the  man  that 
is  killed  was  my  fon-in-law,  as  he  mar- 
ried my  daughter;  and  nothing  worf* 
could  happen  to  me. 

Cadi.  So  much  the  better,  I  tell  you) 
it  is  a  veiy  good  affair. 

Enter  one  of  the  Deputy-  Jufttce's  Thief- 
takers. 

Thief-taker.  Pleafe  your  worfhip,  wo 
have  juft  this  moment  apprehended  a 
murderer,  a  little  way  from  Candahar. 

Cadi.  Haitc,  hafte!  my  gown  and  my 
tin  ban  !— Have  you  any  witnefles  ?  [To 
the  country-fellow.] 

Firjl  Clown.  And  that  we  have.  Let 
us  alone ;  there  will  be  fome  to  fpare. 

Cadi.  As  that  is  the  cafe,  I  fhall  fet 
out  this  inltant  for  the  fpot  where  the 
crime  has  been  committed.  But  I  muft 
firft  know  the  circumftances  of  the  cri» 
niinal. 

Thief -taker.     He  is— 

Cadi.     What  is  he? 

Thief-taker.  He  is  a  clown  belowg* 
ing  to  the  next  village. 

Cadi.  A  clown  belonging  to  the  next 
village ! — I  am  in  a  fine  hole  truly.  What 
right  have  fuch  fcoundrels  to  commit 
murder  ?  Ah,  I  am  ready  to  go  mad  ! 
This  job  would  not  btiy  me  a  cup  of 
water,  if  I  wanted  it.  [To  his  fer- 
vants.] — Hold!  here  is  my  gown  and 
turban. 

Fir/i  Clown.  Let  us  be  gone;  for  the 
criminal  may  efcape  while  we  are  chat- 
tering here  in  this  manner. 

Cadi.  So  much  the  better;  nothing 
is  more  natural.  And,  faith,  it  is 


*  There  is  a  collection  of  fables  under  the  nam'e  of  the  wife  Locman;  and  the  accounts 
given  of  this  Locman  by  the  people  of  the  end,  rcfcmhle  very  much  thole  the  Greeks  have 
left  us  of  /Kfop.  It  is  certain  that  Locman  was  an  AbyHinian.  To  a  lively  wit,  he  joined 
the  moil  confummate  wifdom  and  prudence.  Mahomet  has  mentioned  him  in  the  3»ft 
Sourate,  or  the  3  ill  chapter  of  the  Alcoran,  which  is  called  Locman's  Souratc.  Some  of 
tli'-eaftern  writers  pretend  that  this  Locman  was  Job's  nephew  by  a  fiftej-j  and  Others  aflure, 
t)u;  he  was  a  cotcmperary  of  David's,  and  li»cd  a  long  time  at  his  court. 
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an  affair  that  won't  pay  for  ihoc-lea- 

ther. 

Second  C/oovw.     But  then— 

Cadi.     Turn  out  thefe  fellows,  who 

break  my  head  with  their  importunate 

difc0urie. 

Enter  the  Cadi's  Deputy. 

Deputy.  I  wifh  your  worfhip  joy! 
A  murder  has  been  committed. 

Cadi.     I  know  it. 

Deputy.  And  if  you  do,  why  don't 
you  run  to  the  fpot? 

Cadi.  There  is  no  time  loft.  We 
jhall  have  day-light  enough  to-morrow. 

Deputy.     But  then — 

Cadi.     Sav  no  more  of  it. 

Deputy.  Yourworfhip's  indifference 
farjimes  me.  The  beuft  is  well  mod. 

Cadi.     What  do  you  mean  ? 

Deputy.  You  don't  know  then  that 
the  murdererwas  driving  fheep  to  market  ? 

Cadi.     Sheep,  lay  you  ? 

Deputy.     I  fay,  fhcep. 

Cadi.  And  well,  what  have  you  done 
with  thefheep? 

Deputy.  A  fine  queftion,  truly!  I 
immediately  fent  them  to  priibn.  [In  a 
low  voice.]  A  novice  in  the  trade  would 
have  taken  care  of  the  criminal :  but  I 
have  ftudied  your  example  too  well;  I 
gave  the  murderer  an  opportunity  of 
making  his  efcape,  and  have  kept  the 
fheep. 

Cadi.  Quick,  quick !  my  gown  and 
my  turban !  Let  my  mule  be  bridled. 
[To  the  deputy.] — You  will  one  day- 
make  a  figure  in  my  llation.  [T°  the 
clowns.] — Youa(Tes,you  !  why  did  you 
not  inform  me  at  firft  that  the  murderer 
had  fheep  ? 

Firjl  Clo-iun.  Truly,  pleafe  your 
worfhip,  we  did  not  think  he  was  the 
more  guilty  for  having  fheep. 

Cadi.  You  are  tniftaken.  A  man 
murdered — and  fheep!  It  is  enough  ! 
Nothing  (hall  pacify  me!  I  will  make  an 
example  this  moment — of  the  fheep. 

Fir/}  Clown.  Your  worfhip  is  iri  the 
right;  he  deferves  to  be  hanged.  But  the 
poor  fheep,  Sir,  have  done  nothing;  and 
[crying]  we  afk  your  worfhip's  pardon 
for  them. 

Cadi.  No,  no;  no  quarters:  juftice 
inuft  be  done.  I  fhall  juft  ftep  into  this 
clofet  with  my  deputy,  and  be  with  you 
in  a  minute  or  two. 

Second  Clown.  Faith,  this  is  comical 
work.  So  then,  when  a  man  has  got 


fheep,  the  trial  is  over;  he  may  then  think 
of  the  gallows  in  good  earneft. 

Firji  CloivH.  Ah,  goflip  !  while  For- 
tune fmiles  on  us,  and  the  cadi  is  in  the 
murdering  humour,  let  us  take  vengeance 
of  our  neighbour  Caleb,  who  is  •ccm- 
ftantly  playing  us  feme  trick  or  ano- 
ther. 

Second  Clown.  The  fellow  has  better 
than  a  hundred  and  fifty  fheep.  This 
is  a  fine  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of 
him,  or  at  leaft  of  procuring  him  a  ba- 
ftinado. 

Firft  Cio<wn.  You  are  in  the  right ; 
and,  faith,  we  will  do  for  him.  HeMl 
have  good  luck  if  he  efcapes  with  blows ; 
and  we  may  afterwards  divert  ourfelves 
well  vat  his  expence.  • 

Thisis^  my  dear  brothers,  (continued 
the  young  calender)  a  f;;mple  of  my  per- 
formance. I  afterwards  introduced  the 
young  Perfian  drawing,  by  force  of  mo- 
ney, from  the  covetous  cadi,  an  advice 
quite  contrary  to  his  defign  of  marrying 
his  daughter  to  the  old  Muflulman.  But 
I  fhall  not  entertain  you  with  that  fcene, 
though  pretty  original,  I  think,  in  it's 
kind.  It  is  enough  that  I  have  lately 
made  you  fenhble  of  my  genius.  I  ncvr 
return  to  my  hiltory.  ' 

*  Permit  me  fir  It  to  affjre  you,'  fail 
Faruk,  '  that  the  fcenes  with  which  you 
'  have  entertained  us  are  the  prettieft 
*  that  ever  I  faw.' 

Your  commendation  (replied  the 
young  calender)  is  very  moderate.  My 
play,  frcm  beginning  to  end,  is  a  moft 
excellent  and  charming  pei  formance ; 
and  none  of  our  comick- writers  have 
produced  any  thing  more  perfect  and 
natural.  All  Schiraz  did  me  juftice: 
but  the  cadi  of  the  town,  of  whom  I 
never  thought  in  compofmg  my  comedy, 
judged  otherwife  of  it ;  he  took  it  into 
his  head  that  he  faw  h-imfelf  reprefented 
in  it  in  the  moft  natural  colours  ;  and 
entering  into  a  furious  paffion  againft 
both  the  author  and  the  player,  he 
drove  us  all  out  of  Schira?,  and  forbid 
us,  on  pain  of  death,  ever  to  appear 
there  again  in  that  quality.  I  fhall  not: 
enlarge  upon  a  little  baftinado  that  I 
received  by  the  cadi's  order,  in  the  name 
of  our  company;  it  was  by  way  of  ac- 
knowledgment for  my  being  aVatiricnl 
author :  all  the  other  profits  were  equally 
divided  amongft  us.  After  this,  I  pro- 
pofed.  to  them,  that  we  fhould  go  and 
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fettle  in  foine  other  town,  where  the 
cadies  might  be  ofa  better  way  of  think- 
ing ;  but  they  treated  me  with  great 
harfimefs,  in  ipite  of  all  the  apologies  I 
could  make  for  what  had  happened  ;  fo 
that  I  refolded  to  renounce  the  profef- 
Con,  and  return  to  the  bufmefs  I  carried 
on  before  I  took,  to  the  ftage. 

Upon  this,  then,  I  won  bark  to  my 
another,  who  received  me  with  open 
arms.  I  Lad  faved  ibiv,e  money  dur- 
ing the  two  years  I  ipent  among  tlie 
players. 

Part  of  this  money  I  laid  out  in  the 
p-.irchale  ofa  Itock  of  cattle ;  anil,  being 
relblvcd  to  indulge  myl'df,  could  not 
think  of  travelling  en  foot  to  lell  my 
butter  and  cheefe  j  I  therefore  bought  a 
little  mule,   which  coll  me  thirty  fe- 
quins.     As   I  was  going  home,  very 
quietly,  on  my  new  purchafe,  driving 
before  me  a  purblind  horie  that  I  gene- 
rally made  uie  of  to  carry  our  butter  to 
market,  I  met,  at  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league  from  the  town,  a  man  who  alked 
me  if  I  was  come  from  Schiraz.    '  You 
may  fee/  faid  I,  '  that  Ihave  but  i\A\ 
left  jt.' — 'No  doubt,'    replied   he. 
Have  you  been  making  fume  purchafe 
at  the  fair  there?'  —  *  I  have  bo-.ight 
this  mule  there,'  anfwered  I.    '  What 
mule  ?' — '  Why,  the  mule  I  ride  on !' 
— '  -Are  you  in  earneft?'— '  Certainly  ; 
'  it  col!  me  thirty  fequins.'     Upon  this 
the  man  began  to  laugh  ready  to  fplit 
his  fides.     '  The  plot  was  well  laid,' 
continued  he ;   '  whoever  Ibid  you  the 

*  bead  was  no  fool  to  palm  an  ais  on 

*  you  for  a  mule.'    He  then  continued 
his  journey  towards  Schiraz,  laughing 
all  the  way  as  long  as  he  continued  within 
hearing. 

1  really  pitied  the  fellow,  as  I  took  him 
for  a  fool ;  when,  behold !  about  half  a 
league  farther,  another  aflced  me  pretty 
near  the  fame  queftion.  lanfwered  him 
as  I  had  done  the  firft  :  but  when  I  came 
to  tell  him  that  I  had  bought  a  mule — 

*  What!'  laid  he,  '  do  you  take  me  for 

*  a  fool,  to  think  of  making  me  believe 

*  that  an  afs  is  a  mule  ?'    I  had  a  mind 
to  prove  that  he  was  miftaken  ;  but  he 
fell  into  a  violent  paflion,  abufed  me 
feverely,  and  went  on,  leaving  me  in  the 
greateft  aftonifhment  imaginable. 

J.  now  began  to  think,  in  good  earneft, 
that  I  might  really  have  been  impofed 
upon ;  fa  I  got  off  my  purchafe,  and 
examined  it  from  head  to  foot,  without 
finding  any  thing  to  make  me  alter  my 


opinion  of  it's  being  a  mule.  Ho\V- 
ever,  unwilling  to  rely  entirely  on  my 
own  judgment-,  or  truit  entirely  i 
eyes  on  the  occafion,  I  made  myil-lf  j 
promii'e  to  lay  the  affair  before  the  next 
man  I  met ;  and  fwore  that,  if  he  judged 
in  favour  of  the  aft,  I  would  directly 
make  him  a  prefent  of  it. 

I  had  fcarce  gone  three  hundred  paces, 
when  I  met  with  a  kind  of  country- 
fellow.  '  Brother,'  faid  I, '  let  me  know, 
'  I  beg  of  you,  what  kind  of  a  beaft  I 
4  have  got  under  me?'  — '  A  comical 
'  queihon  this  ?'  replied  he.  '  Do  not 
'  you  know  yourielf  better  than  I  can 
'  tell  you  ?' — '  Let  me  know  it  or  not,' 
faid  I,  '  you  will  oblige  me  in  telling.* 
— '  Well,  then,'  faid  the  countryman, 
'  it  is  no  hard  matter  to  know  that  it  it 
'  an  als.'  This  anfwer  thunderitruck. 
me.  J  got  off  the  beaft  that  I  had  taken 
for  a  mule,  and  begged  of  the  man  to 
accept  of  it  as  a  free  gift.  I  had  no  oc- 
calion  to  prcfs  it  upon  him  ;  he  thanked 
me  for  my  prefent :  and  leaping  on  the 
beaft,  gave  her  a  kick  or  two  with  his 
heels,  and  flew  off  like  lightning. 

I  got  home  on  foot,  not  a  little  vexed 
at  the  trick  that  had  been  played  me. 
My  mother,  who  loon   perceived   the 
trouble  I  was  in,  alked  me  the  caufe  of 
it.     I  gave  her  an  account  of  what  had 
happened  :  (he  could  not  forbear  laugh- 
ing at  it.    '  Poor  unthinking  creature !' 
faid  (lie,  '  have  you  not  fenfe  enough  to 
fee  that  they  were  three  (harpers,  who 
fpread  themielves  on  the  road  to  Schi- 
raz, and  laid  a  fcheme  to  get  your 
mule  from  you  ?    You  muft  be  very 
iimple  indeed  to  be  caught  by  fo  glar- 
ing a  piece  of  knavery !'  My  mother's 
raillery  ftung  me  to  the  quick :  I  now 
law  that  I  had    flittered   myfulf  to  be 
impofed  on ;  and  forming  a  refolution 
to  be  revenged  on  my  (harpers  the  very 
firft  opportunity,  I  returned  to  the  mar- 
ket the  next  day  but  one.     I  knew  them 
again,  though  they  had  changed  their 
drefs ;  and  as  I  faw  by  two  or  three  of 
their  tricks,  of  which  I  happened  to  be 
a  witnefs,  that  they  were  not  the  cun- 
ningeft  of  their  trade,  I  thought  I  might 
fafely  defer  my  vengeance  to  another 
opportunity. 

After  having  taken  my  mcafures  very 
well,  and  informed  my  mother  of  what 
I  was  about,  I  put  a  pair  of  empty 
bafltets  on  a  mottled  goat  that  I  had 
bought  of  one  of  my  neighbours,  and 
went  with  her  to  the  market  of  Schiraz. 

I  was 
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I  was  fcarce  arrived,  when  my  three 
iharpers  perceived  me,  and  frrrounded 
me,  thinking  they  mould  foon  be  able 
to  make  a  prey  of  me  as  they  had  done 
before.     I  pretended  not  to  knew  them  ; 
bought  a  leg  of  mutton,  a  turkey-cock, 
and  three  chickens;  and  putting  them 
into  my  goat's  bafkets — '  Pretty  crea- 
'  ture!'  faid  I,  loud  enough  for  them  to 
overhear  me,  '  make  hafte  home.    Tell 
my  cook  to  drefs  this  leg  of  mutton  . 
with  rice,  make  a  ftew  of  the  turkey- 
cock,  and  a  fricaffee  of  the  chickens ; 
but,  above  all  things,  let  her  not  for- 
get to  make  an  excellent  tart  for  the 
deiTert:  let  her  hkewife  let  eight  bot- 
tles of  wine  to  cool.'     I  then  gave 
the  goat  a  little  lafh,  aiul  off  fhe  ca- 
pered. 

The  three  iharpers  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  at  this  odd  fcene.     '  What,  then, 
brother,'  faid  one  of  them,  '  do  you 
imagine  that  this  creature  will  ob'ey 
your  orders  ?' — '  No  doubt/  aniwered 
'  fhe  will.    This  is  not  a  common 
goat  j  me  knows  my  intentions1,  and  I 
am  certain  (he  will  to  a  tittle  fulfil 
them.'  Upon  this  they  fell  a  laughing. 
It  is  no  joke/  faid  I  very  ferkmfly  : 
if  you  doubt  of  it,   come  home  and 
dine  with  me,  and  judge  for  your- 
itlvea.'     The  (harpers  took  me  at  my 
vord ;  and,  curious  to  know  the  truth 
of  what  I  told  them,  ftuck  clefs  to  me, 
while  I  took  fome  turns  in  the  market 
to  make  a  few  purchafes  ;  which  done, 
we  all  fet  out  together  on  foot.     I  was 
no  fooner  got  home,  but,  in  order  to  de- 
ceive them  the  better,  I  began  to  question 
my  mother  as  if  flie  had  been  the  cook. 
Well/    faid   I,    '  is   the  goat^come 
home?' — '  She  arrived  '  anfwered  fhe, 
a  long  time  ago;    you  will  find  her 
brouzing  on  the  cabbages  in  the  gar- 
den ;    and   your  dinner   would  have 
been  ready  by  this,  but  that  the  guefts 
you  invited  fent  word  that  fome  unex- 
pected bufmefs  deprives  them  of  the 
plealure  of  waiting  on  you  this  day. 
However,  the  ieg  01"  mutton  is  almoft 
done ;  another  half  hour  will  compleat 
the  turkey  ;  the  fricaffeeis'quite  ready  j 
the  tart  is  in  the  oven ;  and  the  bottles 
in  fnow,  as  you  directed.'  — '  It  is 
all  very  well/  faid  I.  '  Here  are  three 
gentlemen,  whole  company  will  make 
me  amends  for  the  abfence  of  thofe  I 
invited.     You  may  fend  up  dinner  as 
foon  as  you  pleafe.' 
'  frothing  could  come  up  to  the  afto- 


niftrment  of  my  guefls  at  the  anfwers 
given  me  by  my  mother.  They  went 
into  the  garden  ;  and  knowing  the  goat 
again  by  the  marks  (he  had,  which  they 
had  narrowly  examined,  they  refolved  to 
have  her  at  any  price. 

Dinner  was  foon  ferved  up ;  and  I 
made  my  /harpers,  who  fufpefted  no- 
thing, drink  veiy  copioufly.  At  length", 
when  we  had  almoft  done,  one  of  them 
afked  me  if  I  would  not  part  with  my 
goat.  I  pretended  to  be  willing  enough, 
provided  I  got  the  worth  of  her.  They 
rirft  offered  twenty  i'equins  of  gold ;  bat 
I  refufed  them  with  contempt.  In  fine, 
my  dear  brothers,  I  played  my  part  fo 
well,  that  I  got  out  of  them  all  the  mo- 
ney they  had,  which  in  the  whole  made 
fixty  and  fome  odd  fequins. 

We  fell  to  our  liquor  again  to  con- 
firm the  bargain  ;  and  my  guefts  left  me 
towards  evening  half-drvnk,  and  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  with  their  purchafe. 
The  day  following  they  thought  proper 
to  make  a  trial  of  their  goat,  in  order  to 
know  if  me  would  obey  their  commands 
with  the  fame  obedience  they  imagined 
fhe  had  done  mine  the  day  betore. 

For  this  purpofe  they  loaded  her  us  I 
had  done,  gave  her  her  direction  s,  and  then 
fent  her  off;  but  they  waited  in  vain  for 
her  return,  fhe  never  came  back. 

I  mutt  here,  my  dear  brothers,  explain 
this  myftery  to  you.  One  of  my  neigh- 
bours had  two  white  goats  fpotted  with 
black,  but  fo  like  one  another,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  find  any  difference  be- 
tween them.  Thefe  goats  I  bought,  in 
order  to  be  revenged  on  my  {harpers.  I 
made  my  mether  acquainted  with  my 
defign  ;  gave  her,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  orders 
for  dinner;  and,  after  having  tied  up 
one  of  my  goats  in  the  garden,  led  the 
other  to  market,  where  I  bought  the 
fame  provifions  that  I  had  defircd  my 
mother  to  get  ready.  I  then  put  them 
on  my  goat ;  and,  after  having  given  her 
directions  to  carry  them  home,  turned 
her  adrift,  for  any  one  that  pleafed  to 
lay  hands  on  her;  nor  did  I  ever  learn 
to  whofe  lot  fhe  fell.  My  orders  were 
fo  punctually  complied  with,  my  mother 
acled  her  part  fo  naturally,  arnUthe  other 
goat,  which  my  {harpers  found  in  the 
garden,  was  fo  very  like  that  which  they 
had  feen  with  me  at  Schiraz,  that  they 
really  imagined  that  there  was  fomething 
above  nature  in  the  crtature,  and  fo 
bought  her  at  tire  dear  price  I  have  been 
telling  you.  But  file  met,  no  doubt, 

with 
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with  the  fame  fate  that  her  fitter  had  done 
before  her.  Some  ftranger  laid  hold  of 
her,  and  made  a  property  of  her  and  the 
provisions  (he  had  been  loaded  with. 

I  made  uo  do-ibt  but  that,  when  they 
foand  thenifelves  deceived,  they  would 
c;dl  upon  me  for  their  money;  but  I 
•waited  for  them  undauntedly.  They 
knocked  at  ray  door,  threatening  what 
an  example  they  would  make  of  me.  I 
l:i  them  in  myfelf,  afking  them  quietly 
what  could  be  the  caufe  of  their  being  in 
fo  great  a  paffion  :  they  then  told  me  it 
was  owing  to  the  lofs  of  their  goat. 
Have  you  not  curried  it  this  morning/ 


«  ing  any  trouble  with;  only  hejp  me,  I 
'  beg  of  you,  to  bury  her  in  my  g'arden.' 
The  three  (harpers  did  nothing  but 
flare  at  each  other  forfome  time;  till  one  of 
them,  breaking  the  profound  filencethat 
this  murder  had  caft  them  in — '  What '' 
faid  he,  '  and  is  it  really  in  your  power 
to  bring  the  poor  creature  back  to  life 
again  ?' — '  No  doubt  it  is,'  I  replied. 
Ah  !  then,  work,  we  befeech  you,  this 
miracle  in  our  prefence,  and  we  wifl 
renounce  all  claims  we  may  have  on 
you  on  the  fcore  of  the  goat.'    J  made 
fome  difficulty  of  giving  them  the  fatif- 
fa£Uon  they  required ;  they  preffed  me 


,faid  I,  '  with  the  left-hand,  as  I  cleared     the  more  eagerly:  atlaft — '  It  is  impof- 
'  my   cook  to  tell  you  yefterday  you     '  fible,'  faid  I,' to  refufefuch  worthy  gen- 

'  tlemen;'  upon  which  J  opened  a  box,, 
and,  taking  out  of  it  a  hunting-horn, 
played  two  or  three  very  briik  tunes  in 
the  ears  of  the  deceafed. 

As  I  played,  ray  mother  fecmed  to  re. 
cover  life  by  degrees:  in  fine,  me  was  well 
enough  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  fit  up, 
without  expreffing  the  leaft  inconveni- 
ency  from  the  wound  I  had  given  her. 
This  orange  fight  threw  my  (harpers  intp 
the  greateft  amazement,  and  gave  them 
fo  great  a  longing  for  the  horn,  that  they 
already  began  to  think  how  they  might 
flrip  me  of  it.     They  alked  me  from 
whom  I  had  this  fo  miraculous  an  inflru- 
ment.     I   anfwered   them,  that  I   had 
bought  it  from  a  ftranger  for  one  hundred 
and  four  fequins,  and  that  he  told  me  it 
•would  lofe  it's  virtue  (hould  anyone  take 
it  forcibly  from  me;  but  that  it  would  re- 
tain all  it's  power  in  the  hands  of  any  one 
I  made  it  over  to,  provided  I  got  for  it  eight 
fequins  more  than  it  coft  me;  becaufc  it 
was   abfolutely  neceflkry   that,  in  thus 
palling  from  hand  to  hand,   the  pries 
mould  rife  tight  fequins,  which  was  all 
it  coft  at  firlr,  fo  that  I  was  the  thirteenth 
perfon  who  had  enioyed  it. 

My  guefts  fpeedily  fwallowed  the  bait, 

you!'     With  thefe  words  I  took  her     and  nothing  could  equal  their  longing 

for  the  horn;  but  they  did  not  chufe  to 
pay  (b  dear' for  it:  however,  they  at  lalt 
tame  to  a  refolution  of  letting  me  have 
for  it  the  price  under  which  I  told  them  it 
could  not  be  fold,  and  pieffrd  me  fo  hard^ 
that  I  at  length,  after  making  a  great 
many  difficulties,  fuffered  myfelf  fo  be 
perfnadcd,  and  took  theironehundred  and 
twelve  fequins.  They  immediately  went 
home;  and,  as  they  all  lived  under  the 
j'um-  roof,  fentfor  their  wives,  fat  down 
to  table,  and  there  fpent  the  iflt  of  the 

day. 


ought  to  do  ?  She  ran  after  you  to  ac- 
'  quaint  you  with  that  important  cir- 
'  ci.mftance,  which  the  wine  I  had  drank 

*  made  me  forget  when  we  had  concluded 

*  the  bargain.' — '  What  cook  ?'  replied 
jhe  (harpers.   '  Since  we  left  your  houfe, 

*  it  never  came  into  our  heads  to  curry 
f  the  goat  with  the  left-hand,  as  you 

*  never  acquainted  us  with  that  cere- 

*  raoiiy.'     Upon    this,    I    immediately 
called  to  my  mother,  who  came  in  trem- 
bling on  account  of  the  great  paffion  I 
pretended  to  be  in.     '  How  comes  it, 
'  wretch!'  faid  I,  in  a  great  fury,  'that 

*  you  did  not  tell  thefe  gentlemen,  as  I 
f  had  fo  exprefsly  commanded  you,  not 
'  to  emit  currying  the  goat  with  the 

*  left-hand,  as  I  ufed  to  do  myfelf  every 
'  morning  ?' — '  My  dear  mailer,'  faid 
fhe,  throwing  herfelf  at  my  feet,  '  it  was 

*  my  intention  fo  to  do,  but  I  could  not : 
'  I  ran  after  them  a  great  way  without 
f  being  r.ble  to  overtake  them.' — '  Ah, 

*  you  ortlcfs  Hut!'  faid  I,  *  this  is  one 

*  01"  your  common  tricks.    No  doubt 
«  you  (topped  to  chatter  it  away  with 
'  fome  goflip ;  and  it  is  thus  you  undo 
f  me  by  your  neglect :  but  I  fwear,  by 

*  Mahomet,  that  it  (hall  not  go  far  with 


by  the  hair;  and  drawing  a  poniard 
from  my  girdJe-belt,  gave  her  fo  home 
a  ftroke  of  it  in  the  belly,  as  immediately 
laid  her  flat  on  the  floor.  In  a  minute 
ihe  was  all  covered  with  blood  ;  and  my 
three  (harpers  were  fo  (tunned  at  it,  that 
they  immediately  began  to  think  of  mak- 
ing their  efcape.  '  Gentlemen,'  faid  1, 
«  ftie  had  only  what  (lie  deferved;  nor 
'  need  you  be  in  any  pain  about  her ;  I 
f  can  in  an  inltant,  if  I  pleafe,  reftore 
f  her  to  life :  but  <hc  is  not  worth  tak- 
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day.  Night  coming  on,  when  they  had 
almoft  finilhed  their  meal,  and  fufficiently 
heated  themfelves  with  wine,  they  thought 
proper  to  try  their  horn ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  endeavoured  to  pick  a  quarrel 
with  their  wives,  who,  provoked  by  fome 
fmart  blows,  reproached  their  hufbands 
•with  every  crime  of  their's  they  could 
think  of,  and  even  threatened  to  inform 
the  cadi  of  the  life  they  led.  This  was 
exactly  what  the  rogues  wifhed  for.  At 
thefe  menaces  they  pretended  to  fall  into 
the  greatest  fury,  and  with  their  knives 
cut  the  throats  of  the  three  women,  who 
at  bottom  were  as  little  good  as  their 
hufbands.  The  unhappy  creatures  were 
no  fooner  ftretched  out  on  the  floor,  than 
tlte  murderers  fell  to  their  horn ;  but  the 
wretches  were  deaf  to  their  mufick ;  no 
fign  of  life  appeared .  Upon  this  they  fell 
to  it  again;  but,  rinding  all  their  flcill  was 
to  no  purpofe,  they  too  late  perceived  that 
they  had  met  with  one  cunninger  than 
themfelves,  and  that  I  had,  inftead  of 
(tabbing  my  cook,  only  ran,  as  it  really 
was  the  cafe,  my  poniard  into  a  bladder  full 
of  blood.  You  may  now  imagine  them 
not  only  in  the  greateft  agonies  at  my 
having  outwitted  them,  but  in  the  greatelt 
defpair  for  having  killed  their  wives, 
without  knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  their 
dead  bodies.  While  they  were  deliberat- 
ing on  the  means  of  being  revenged  of 
me,  and  getting  rid  of  the  unhappy 
victims  of  their  ftupidity,  who  mould  pafs 
by  but  the  cadi's  deputy  with  fome 
azzas,  who,  hearing  the  found  of  the 
horn,  knocked  at  the  door  to  know  the 
reaibn  of  fo  unfealbnable  a  noiie  that 
broke  the  reft  of  all  the  neighbourhood. 
The  three  marpers  began  now  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  loft  men,  and  were  fo 
terrified,  that,  inftead  of  opening  the 
door,  they  thoughtof  nothing  but  of  mak- 
ing their  efcape:  but  the  cadi  ordered 
the  door  to  be  burft  open;  and,  on  feeing 
the  three  bodies  weltering  in  their  blood, 
commanded  his  attendants  to  feize  the 
murderers,  and  conduct  them  to  prifon. 
His  attendants,  no  doubt,  were  earned 
enough  to  obey  his  orders;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  one  of  the  murderers  fome- 
how  or  another  made- his  efcape.  The 
two  others  reprefented  in  vain  to  the 
cacii,  that  they  had  been  impofcd  upon, 
and  that  they  never  imagined  their 
wives  were  to  be  killed  outright.  He 
lillened  to  the  ftoiy  of  the  hunting-horn 


as  a  fable ;  and  the  next  day  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  my  two  inarpers  hung 
up  before  their  own  door. 

Much  as  I  was  pleafed  at  my  ven- 
geance, the  efcape  of  one  of  the  crimi- 
nals gave  me  no  fmall  uneafmefs.  I  be- 
gan to  be  greatly  afraid  that  he  would 
one  day  or  another  play  me  fome  un- 
lucky trick:  I  therefore  kept  myfelf  on 
my  guard  for  a  confiderable  time;  but  at 
length,  in  fpite  of  all  my  vigilance,  fe4I 
into  his  power. 

One  evening,  as  I  was  returning  horn* 
pretty  late  from  Schiraz,  I  unfortu- 
nately met  this  arch  villain:  he  was  fo 
much  difguifed,  that  I  could  not  know 
him;  but  he  knew  me  very  well,  for  he 
no  fooner  perceived  me  than  he  feized  me 
by  the  throat,  and,  with  the  afilftance  of 
three  other  wretches  like  himfelf,  cram- 
med me  into  a  fack  that  one  of  them  had 
under  his  arm  ;  and,  after  tying  the 
mouth  of  it  with  a  ftrong  rope,  loaded 
me  on  their  moulders,  with  an  intention, 
as  I  could  plainly  difcover,  to  throw  me 
into  the  river  of  Baudemir*. 

J  now,  my  dear  brother,  gave  myfelf 
up  for  loft,  and  began  to  be  heartily 
forry  for  having  fought  any  vengeance 
for  the  lofs  of  my  mule;  when  my  af- 
faflins,  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  foma 
horfemen,  threw  me  into  a  hole  that  lay  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  road,  threaten- 
ing to  be  revenged  on  me  if  I  made  tire 
leaft  complaint;  which  done,  they  rail 
oif  with  an  intention  of  foon  returning 
to  take  me  away  with  them.  In  this 
terrible  fituation  I  recommended  myfelf 
earneftly  to  our  great  prophet ;  but  I  did 
not  place  (b  much  confidence  in  him 
alone,  as  not  to  invoke,  in  fpite  of  the 
orders  I  had  received  from  my  affaflins, 
the  afliftanceof  thofe  who  might  at  that 
time  happen  to  pafs  that  way. 

Accordingly,  a  butcher,   who    was 

driving   before  him  a  flock   of  thirty 

meep,  hearing- my  cries,  came  up  to  the 

place  where  I  was,  and  afked  me  what  -1 

was  doing  in  the  fack,  and  what  v/as  the 

caufeof  my  lamentation.    'Alas'.'  fukl 

I,  with  a  very  ibrrcwful  tone, '  I  believe 

they  are  going  to  drown  me,  becaulbl 

will  not  conient  to  many  the  cadi's 

daughter.' — '  Not   marry  the  cadi's 

daughter!    And  why  fo,  you  block:  - 

head,'  faid  he  ?  *  What  reaibn  can  you " 

have  to'f  not  accepting  of  her  for  a 

wife  ?  She  paffcs  for  one  of  the  hand- 


*  This  river  runs  by  Sduraz. 


fomaft 
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fomeft  girls  in  Schiraz.' — '  A  little 
piece  of  nicety  hinders  me,'  anfwered 
:  '  Ihc  is  with  child ;  it  is  none  of  my 
doing;  and  the  cadi,  who  has  a  mind 
to  fcreen  his  daughter's  honour,  wants 
I  fhould  repair  a  fault  committed  by 
another;  but  I  would  rather  die  a  thou- 
land  times  than  fubmit  to  fuch  an  af- 
front.'— '  Plague  on  your  ftupidity!' 
eplied  the  bxitcher:  '  I  wifh  I  was  in 
your  place;  they  mould  not  have  oc- 
cafion  fo  much  as  to  pull  me  by  the 
ear  to  make  me  comply;  I  world  marry 
her  dire£Vly.' — '  Here  is  no  difficulty 
in  the  thing,'  faid  I :  '  you  need  only 
put  yourfelf  into  this  fack.' — '  With 
all  my  heart,  my  good  mailer  block- 
head,' replied  the  butcher;  '  and  you 
mall  have  my  fheep  into  the  bargain. 
But  now  I  think  of  it,  how  will  the 
cadi  like  the  exchange  ?' — '  He  wants 
nothing  but  afon-in-law,'  anfwered  I: 
he  had  given  directions  to  his  (laves  to 
ftop  the  firft  paflenger  they  fhculd 
meet,  and  know  cf  him  if  he  was  mar- 
ried, becaufe  his  daughter's  lover  hav- 
ing died  a  few  days  ago,  he  was  at  a 
lots  how  to  repair  her  honour.  The 
lot  fell  upon  me;  but  his  daughter's 
big  belly  difgulled  me  at  firft  fi.rht. 
Upon  this  he  fell  into  fuch  a  Damon, 
that  he  fcarce  condefcended  to  look  at 
me,' but  ordered  I  mould  be  thrown  into 
the  river, if  I  did  not  alter  my  mind.' — 
Since  it  is  fo,  brother,  I  will  readily 
change  my  fituation  for  your's,'  laid 
the  butcher;  and  accordingly  he  untied 
the  fack,  and  fixed  himfelf  in  it  in  my 
place.  I  tied  it  in  my  turn ;  and,  driving 
his  fhcep  before  me,  made  the  beft  of  my 
way  towards  the  village  I  belonged  to. 

In  about  half  an  hour,  my  (harper  re- 
turned with  his  companions  to  take  up 
the  fack.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  butcher 
within  cried  out — '  Gentlemen,  gtnile- 
'  men  i  take  me  back  to  the  cadi !  I  have 
'  altered  my  mind;  and  will  marry  his 
f  daughter,  let  her  beeverfobig-b;  Hied.' 
The  rogues  imagined  that  de-lpair  had 
turned  his  brain;  and  fo,  without  an- 
Iwering  his  remonltrances,  went  and 
threw  him  into  the  river  of  Baudeinir, 
where  the  poor  fellow  ended  his  days.  It 
grieves  me,  when  I  think  of  it ;  but,  in 
fine,  I  am  better  pleafed  he  ihould  be 
there  than  I.  The  robbers,  after  tin's 
exploit,  turned  towards  the  village  I  lived 
in,  to  cdmjdeat  their  revenge  by  burning 
my  houfc.  They  happened  to  an  ivc  at 
tbc  very  momuU  I  began  to  knock  ut  my 


door;  and  the  unexpected  fight  of  rrte 
cauled  them  fo  much  horror,  that  they 
were  ready  to  die  with  fear.  '  O  heavens!' 
faid  they,  '  what  a  prodigy  is  here !  How 
'  have  you  efcaped  drowning  ?  Whence 
'  come  you  ?  Where  have  you  got  all 
*  thefe  (heep  ?' 

To  be  plain  with  you,  I  little  expected 
to  fee  thefe  aflaflins  fo  loon  again.  At 
firfl  I  was  (truck  dumb  by  their  prcfcnce 
and  their  quettions;  but  my  ufual  rea- 
dinefs  of  thought  coming  to  my  afiiit- 

ance — '  Go  to ,'  faid  I,  '  you  are  a 

pack  of  afles:  if  you  had  but  thrown 
me  but  four  fathoms  further  into  the 
river,  inliead  of  thirty  flieep,  I  mould 
have  brought  home  du-ee  hundred.'— 
What  is  the  meaningof  all  this?'  afked 
hey.     '  Why,'  anfwered  I,  '  no  other 
than  this  :  there  is  in  that  part  of  the 
river  a  good  Genius,  who  received  me 
very  gracio'.idy,  made  me  a  prefent  of 
thefe  fheep,   brought  me  back  with 
them  to  my  houfe,  and  afiured  me  that 
had  I  dropt  into  the  water  a  little  fur- 
ther, I  mould  have  carried  away  with 
me  eight  times  as  many.' 
This  piece  of  news  greatly  furprized 
the  robbers;  and,  after  they  had  conferred 
together  for  fome  time  in  a  low  voice, 
one  of  them  raifing  his   voice—'  No 
doubt,'   faid   he   to  his  companions, 
there  is  fomething  very  myfterious  in 
this  affair;  for  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  we  threw  this  young  man  into 
the  river:  he  had  no  (heep;  we  have  had 
but  jurt  time  to  come  here,  yet  he  is 
here  before  us  with  thirty  fheep,  and 
there  is  not  on  his  cloaths  the  lead  fign 
of  their  having  been  even  wetted.    As 
for  my  part,  I  think  it  is  very  well 
worth  our  whiles  to  make  a  trial,  and 
judge  of  thematter  foroui  felves.'  Upon 
his,  he  turned  about  to  me,  and  afked 
ne  if  I  had  any  lacks.     '  I  have,  I  be- 
lieve,' (aid  I,  '  half  a  dozen.' — '  It  is 
two  too  many,'  replied  he  :  '  put  u]> 
your  (heep,  take  four  lacks,  and  come 
with  us.'     I  chearfully  obeyed  them. 
They  brought  me  to  that  part  of  the 
river  where  they  thought  they  had  jiilt 
now  thrown  me  in.    They  even  went  to 
Kitlo  boat,  that  I  might  throw  them 
the  further  into  the  water,  and  then  went 
each  of  them  into  a  lack,  whofe  mouth 
I  bound  u;>  veiy  fait;  which  done,  they 
fuffered  theinltlvcs  to  be  tumbled  head- 
long into  the  Baudemir  to  fifh  for  flieep. 
But  I  have  not  fince,  my  dear  brothers, 
heard  a  w«rd  of  ntws  from  them. 

1  now 
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I  rtow  returned  quietly  home,  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  vengeance  I  had  taken  of 
my  enemies.  I  lived  well  on  their  mo- 
ney, and  the  (heep  I  had  of  the  poor 
butcher;  but  my  good  fortune  was  very 
mort-lived.  One  night  my  mother  un- 
luckily let  fire  to  our  liable;  the  blaze 
foon  Ipread  itfelf,and  not  mine  only,  but 
leven  houfes  more,  were  burnt  down  to 
the  ground.  My  poor  mother,  who  law 
herfelf  reduced  by  this  accident  to  the 
greateft  poverty,  foon  died  of  grief.  As 
for  my  part,  as  I  had  a  profeffion  and  a 
genius  for  it,  I  relblved  to  make  the  moft 
of  them.  I  left  Schiraz,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  joining  fome  of  the  companies  of 
comedians  that  ftroll  from  one  town  ot 
Perfia  to  another  :  I  met  with  this  old 
calender}  we  travelled  fome  tiays  to- 
gether; his  converfation  and  way  of  life 
pleafed  me  greatly;  I  am  now  become  a 
calender  likewile,  and  we  have  under- 
taken a  journey  to  the  Indies,  where  I  do 
not  defpair  of  being  able  to  mine  as  a 
comedian,  in  cafe  I  mould  grow  tired  of 
this  habit. 

Faruk,  my  lord,  (continued  Ben-Eri- 
doim)  had  liftened  with  infinite  pleafure 
to  the  young  calender's  ftory.     '  I  may 
'  well  believe  he^did,'  faid  the  King  of 
Aftracan,  interrupting  him  :    '  nothing 
can  be  more  agreeable  than  the  adven- 
tures of  the  two  calenders ;  and  I  make 
no  doubt  of  their -having  been  able  to 
fufpend  that  prince's  grief  for  the  lofs 
of  his  kingdom;   fince  I,  who  have 
more  reafon  to  be  afflicled  than  him, 
have  not  fo  much  as  thought  of  my 
misfortunes  during  the  entertaining  re- 
cital of  them.    But  return,  I  beg  of 
you,  to  Faruk's  hiftory:  this  unfortu- 
nate prince  has  fo  much  interefted  me 
in  his  favour,  that  I  burn  with  impati- 
ence to  know  the  reltof  his  adventures.' 
— {  I  lhall  go  on  with  them  with  plea- 
'  fare,  my  lord,'  replied  the  fon  of  Abu- 
beke^:  '  it  is  an  ealy  matter  for  me  to 
'  fatisfy  your  curiolity.' 


CONTINUATION     OF    FARUK'S    HIS- 
TORY. 

FARU  K  and  the  two  calenders  had 
now  traverfed.  almoft  all   Perfia, 
without  meeting  with  any  thing  worth 


your  majefty's  attention;  when  one  day, 
to  avoid  the  infupportable  heat  of  the  fun, 
they  quitted  the  high-road,  and  retired 
into  a  little  wood  to  take  their  ufual  re- 
fremment.     They  had  not  been  there 
long,  when,  hearing  the  cries  of  fome- 
body  that  had  fallen  into  bad  hands,  they 
immediately  ran  up  to  the  place  from, 
whence  the  noife  came;  but  they  cr.me 
too  late  to  aflTift  an  unhappy  traveller, 
whom  four  aflaflins  had  juit  killed  with 
their  poniards.     As  thcfe  wretches  were 
well  armed,  far  from  flying  at  the  fight 
of  the  calenders,  they  (tripped  the  un- 
happy victim  of  their  fury,  and  one  of 
them  propofed  that  they  fliould  cut  him 
into  fmall  pieces.     Faruk  muddered  at 
this  piece  of  barbarity,     '  Ah,  gentle- 
men!'  faid  he  with  great  humility, 
furely  you  may  be  fatisfied  with  having 
robbed  this  poor  man  of  his  life,  with- 
out treating   his   dead  body  with   a 
cruelty  beyond  example:  for  heaven's 
fake,  do  net  carry  your  fury  to  greater 
lengths.' 

One  of  the  murderers  looked  at  Faruk 

with  a  ftern  countenance.     '  Wretch!' 

faid  he,  '  why  do  you  trouble  yourfelf 

about  what  no  way  concerns  you  ?  Keep 

your  remonllrances  for  others .  As  you 

regard  your  life,  take  yourfelf  away, 

you  and  your  companions :  flop  but 

another  moment,  and  I  (hall  fend  you 

to  bear  him  company,  for  whom  you 

interelt  yourfelf  Ib  unfeafonably.' 

The  Prince  of  Gur  did  not  fuffer  him- 

elf  to  be  di/heartened  by  this  fpeech. 

But,  Sir,'  continued  he, '  how  great  fo- 

ever  your  fury  may  be  againftthis  dead 

body,  if  I  were  to  offer  you  two  thou- 

fand  lequins  for  it's  ranfom,  would  yo» 

not  be  better  pleafed  to  take  them,  than 

treat  it  in  fo  outrageous  a  manner  ?'— 

No   doubt,'    replied    the    robber.'— 

Swear,  then,  that  you  will  let  me  have 

the  dead  body,'  faid  Faruk,  '  and  you 

mail  have  the  money  that  inftant.'— '  I 

fwear,  then,'  laid  the  wretch;  'may 

the  fcorpion  of  Kachan*  fting  us  alf 

four  in  the  hand,  if  we  do  not  keep  our 

word:  deliver  us  the  two  thoufand  fe- 

quins,  and  the  body  is  your's  to  dif- 

pofe  of  it  as  you  pleale.'     Upon  this, 

my  lord,  Faruk  taking  out  of  his  bolbm 

the  only  ring  he  had  left,  and  whim  was; 

worth  a  great  deal  more  than  he  had  pro- 

mifcd  them,  gave  it  up  without  (hewing 


*  Kachan  is  a  town  of  Perfia,  where  there  are  fcorpions  of  fo  dangerous  a  nature,  that 
they  have  given  rife  to  this  proverb}   it  being  almoft  impofiible  to  cure  their  fling. 

Qji  the 
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the  leaft  concern;  and  the  wretches  left 
him  in  polfeflion  of  the  body  of  the  poor 
man  they  had  murdered. 

The  two  calenders  were  extremely  fur- 
prized  at  Faruk' s  behaviour,  and  could 
not  but  admire  his  generality,  or  his 
folly ;  and  indeed  they  conlidered  it  as 
folly  more  than  any  thing  elfe. 

'  What  then,'  faid  they, '  can  be  your 
intention  in  doing  what  you  have  done? 
This  ring  was  all  that  remained  of 
your  riches:  it  was  a  lure  reibnrce  for 
you  in  any  extremity}  and  you  parted 
with  it  to  redeem  a  dead  body:  can  any 
thing  in  the  world  equal  your  extra- 
vagance? For,  in  fine,  what  can  you 
pretend  to  do  with  this  body?' — '  I 
intend,'1  anfwered  Faruk,  '  to  bury  it 
in  this  fpot :  good  works  are  never  loft ; 
and  you  have  told  me  yourfelves,  that 
in  that  kind  of  life  I  had  embraced, 
this  ring  was  altogether  ul'eiefs  to  me  ; 
why,  then,  would  you  have  me,  for  the 
fake  of  a  ftone  which  men  are  pleafed 
to  call  precious,  and  which  only  ierves 
for  a  iuperfluous  ornament,  lofe  the 
opportunity  of  performing  fo  holy  a 
duty  as  that  of  laying  in  the  ground  a 
Muffuhnan,  who  may  one  day  or  ano- 
ther perhaps  intercede  for  me  in  hea- 
ven ?' 

'  Your  thought  is  very  good,'  replied 
he  calenders;  '  but  do  not  take  it  amii's 
that  we  leave  you  alone  to  go  through 
the  pious  ceremony:  it  is  fomewhat 
dangerous  to  bury  a  perf'on  who  has 
been  murdered,  in  this  place;  and  Ib 
good  an  action  is  capable  of  receiving 
a  very  bad  interpretation:  we  fliall 
therefore  go  and  wait  for  you  without 
the  wood,  and  if  you  make  any  delay, 
meet  you  before  night-fall  at  the  gates 
of  Ormus,  which  is  not  above  a  league 
off.' 

The  calenders  upon  this  came  out  of 
the  wood,  in  which  Faruk  went  to  work 
with  a  ftake,  labouring  with  all  his 
ftrengtU  to  make  a  grave  for  the  dead 
body ;  but  while  he  was  thus  employed, 
the  cady  of  Ormus  happened  to  be"  going 
by.  As  in  this  life  people  generally  judge 
according  to  appeal ances,  the  inagiftrate 
feized  upon  Faruk,  on  a  prefumption 
that  it  was  him  that  had  killed  the  man 
he  was  going  to  bury.  It  was  to  no  pur- 
y'lbtluthe  appealed  to  heaven  for  his 
innocence;  they  tied  him  to  a  boric" s  tail, 
nn.l  dr.;^~ed  him  to  Onnus,  where  they 
him  into  a  dungeon. 


The  two  calenders  faw  him  go  by  in 
this  deplorable  condition.  '  We  foretold 
'  what  would  happen,'  (aid  they  to  them- 
felves;  '  and  he  may  thank  his  obftrnacy 
'  for  his  misfortune.'  However,  they 
followed  him  at  a  diftance;  though,  for 
fear  of  being  made  parties  in  fo  delicate 
an  affair,  they  thought  proper  not  to  ap-~ 
pear  in  his  behalf. 

The  Prince  of  Gur  remained  all  night 
in  the  dungeon,  and  the  next  morning 
they  brought  him  before  the  cadi.  The 
magiftrate  examined  him;  but  nothing 
he  could  fay  to  juftify  himfelf  met  with 
any  regard ;  fo  that  he  was  condemned 
to  death,  and  conducted  directly  to  the 
market-place  to  be  hung  according  to 
his  fentence. 

This  monarch  behaved  at  the  foot  of 
,  the  gallows  with  furprizing  intrepidity. 
'Heavens!'   cried  he,  '  you  are  juft  ! 
Mu ft  I  then  be  punifhed  for  an  action 
which,  in  the  fight  of  God,  deferves  to 
be  rewarded  ?• — I  now  perceive,  O  wife 
calenders,  that  you  were  in  the  right  in 
ftriving  to  duTuade  me  from  giving, 
burial  to  this  dead  body.' 
Juil  as  the  prince  was  rimming  this  ex- 
clamation, he  happened  to  throw  his  eyes 
lipon  the  cadi's  hand,  who  thought  proper 
to  aflift  at  the  execution  ;  and  feeing  on 
his  finger  the  ring  which  he  had  given  the 
murderers — '  Ah-F  faid  he,  '  my  lord, 
our  great  prophet,  who  no  doubt  inte- 
refts  himlclf  in  my  favour,  thinks  it 
improper  that  an  innocent  perfon  mould 
futfer:  you  have  actually  got  on  your 
finger  the  ring  which  I  gave  to  thole 
who,  after  having  killed  the  Muiful- 
man,  wanted  to  cxcrcile  on  his  body 
an  unheard-of  piece  of  cruelty:  it  will 
now  be  an  eafy  matter  to  find  out  the 
criminals;  and  the  two  calenders  my 
fellow-travellers,  who  rmift  now  be  in 
Ormus,  cannot  but  know  the  murder- 
ers again  as  well  as  myfelf.' 
The  cadi  turned  paler  than  death  at 
this  news,  put  off  the  execution,  aiW  or- 
dered the  Prince  of  Gur  back  to  his    . 
houfe. 

No  wonder  the  cadi  mould  be  greatly 
furprized  when  Faruk  allured  him  lie  hail 
his  ring,  whereas  he  had  bought  it  from 
his  only  fon  for  two  thouland  three  hun- 
dred fequins;  and  his  fon  was  looked 
upon  as  a  perfon  of  a  very  loofe  way  of 
life,  and  fufpected  to  keep  company  with 
robbers, affamns,  and  fu  h  other  wretc  h 
The  firli  thing  the  juc'ge  did  when  he 

cams 


TARTARIAN    TALES. 


121 


cnr.e  home,  was  to  fend  for  his  fbn.    A 
Have  told  him  that  he  was  at  a  partyof  plea- 
i'ure  with  ten  or  a  dozen  friends  at  a  gar- 
den a  little  way  out  of  the  town .  The  cadi 
followed  him  there  in ftantly;  and  having 
feized   the  whole   company,   had  them 
brought  before  Faruk,  to  lee  if  he  could 
difcover  the  murderers  amongft  them. 
The  prince  narrowly  examined  every  face, 
and  fixing  upon  two,  in  1'pite  of  their  dif- 
gviiic — '  It  is  to  one  of  thefe  men,'  faid 
he  to  the  cadi,  at  the  fame  time  pointing 
out  his  Ion, '  that  I  gave  my  ring  to  hin- 
der him  from  cutting  the  dead  body  into 
pieces:    it  is  him,  and  one  of  thefe 
diforderly  yxning  fellows,  that  commit- 
ted the  murder,  of  which  two  calenders 
and  myi'elf  were  witneffes.     As  to  the 
two  other  murderers,  I  do  not  fee  them 
here;  anil  if  you  doubt  what  I  fay, 
caule  enquiry  to  be  made  after  the  two 
calenders   my  fellow-travellers,  who 
muft  now  be  in  Ormus;  and  if  they  do 
not  confirm  my  teftimony,  I  am  fatif- 
fied  to  lofe  my  life  by  the  moft  cruel 
torments.' 

It  was  no  hard  matter  to  find  the  ca- 
lenders,-who  were  brought  to  the  garden 
before  the  cadi.  Here  they  examined  the 
twelve  prifoners ;  and,  having  confirmed 
Farnk's  teftimony,  they  were  furprized 
to  fee  the  cadi  tear  his  gown  and  his  tur- 
ban, and  throw  himfelf  flat  upon  the 
ground.  '  Unhappy  father!'  cried  out 
the  magiftrate, '  muft  you  then  deliver  up 
your  only  fon  to  an  infamous  death!— 
No,  wretch  !'  laid  he, '  I  will  fave  my- 
lelf  that  difhonour:  but  you  fliall  die 
notwithftancling,  and  I  will  be  your 
executioner.'  Upon  this  he  feized  upon 
the  fabre  of  one  of  his  attendants,  and 
ftruck  off  with  it  directly  his  fon's  head : 
and,  after  having  put  the  other  eleven  pri- 
foner*  to  the  moil  cruel  torments,  and 
made  them  confefs  a  thoufand  horrid 
c'rimes,  he  directed  they  fhould  be  caft 
from  a  high  tower  upon  iron  hooks,  giv- 
ing all  Ormus  in  this  manner  a  moft 
dreadful  example  of  hisjuftice. 

This  upright  and  honeft  magiftrate 
(huddered  at  the  thoughts  of  the  fentence 
he  had  pronounced  againft  Faruk.  '  Hea- 
vens!' laid  he;  '  were  it  not  for  this 
ring,  I  fhould  have  robbed,  an  innocent 
peribn  of  his  life .  How  confined  is  our 
knowledge !  How  eafy  it  is  for  thole  in 
my  ftation  to  be  led  away  by  prejudice  ! 
I  need  no  more  proof  of  it:  I  renounce 
my  profc-ffion  5  and  will  fpend  the  re- 


4  mainder  of  my  life  in  feeking  God's 

'  pardon  for  the  faults  I  have  committed 

'  as  a  judge,  through  ignorance,  preju- 

'  dice,  or  want  of  application.'     Upon 

this,  turning  to  Faruk,  who,  when  he 

pointed  out  to  the  cadi  the  perfon  to  whom 

he  had  given  the  ring,  knew  nothing  of 

the   criminal's  being  fo   dear   to   him: 

Pious  calender,'  laid  he,'  throw  off  this 

habit,  and  be  to  me  what  the  wretch 

was  that  I  have  juft  now  punifhed  for 

his  many  crimes.     I  give  you  up  all 

that  I  am  worth,  feeing  you  know,  how 

to  make  fo  good  a  ufc  of  riches:  I  beg 

you  will  accept  them,  and  let  me  not 

go  to  the  grave,  into  which  I  findmy- 

lelf  ready  to  fink,  with  the  difagree- 

able  thoughts  of  your  having  refufed 

me.' 

Faruk,  my  lord,  touched  to  the  heart 
with  the  words  of  this  unfortunate  father, 
caft  himfelf  at  his  feet.    '  My  prefence,' 
faid  he,  '   generous   cadi,   would  only 
ferve  to  fix  your  thoughts  on  the  un- 
happy death  of  your  Ion  :  permit  me, 
therefore,  to  remove  far  from  your  fight 
anobjecl: — '  '  On  the  contrary,'  replied 
he  judge,  { it  will  wear  out  of  my  mind 
a  remembrance  which  that  retirement 
to  which  I  have  devoted  the  reft  of  my 
life,  would  otherwife  render  perpetual. 
Do  not  abandon  me,  I  again  beleech 
you,  if  you  have  any  compalTion  for  an 
unfortunate  father.'    In  the  mean  time 
the  cadi  embraced  Faruk  in  the  tender-eft 
manner;  who,  unable  to  refift  his  tears, 
granted  him  his  requefL 

The  King  of  Gur  is  now  adopted  by 
the  cadi  of  Ormus,  and  under  a  neceflity 
of  remaining  at  Ormus.  As  to  the  two 
other  calenders,  they  continued  their 
journey,  in  fpite  of  the  handfomeft  pro- 
pofals  which  the  prince  made  them :  they 
continued  fixed  in  their  defign  of  vifiting 
the  Indies  and  China;  and  all  the  favour 
Faruk  could  obtain  of  them,  was  to  ac- 
cept each  a  prefent  of  two  thoufand  fex 
quins  of  gold. 

The  Prince  of  Gur,  my  lord,  lived  very 
quietly  and  happily  with  the  cadi,  who 
had  reiigned  his  commiflion, much  againft 
the  will  of  the  King  of  Ormus.  Faruk: 
behaved  towards  this  venerable  magi-« 
ftrate  with  all  the  tendemefs  of  a  fon,  and 
the  good  old  man  had  every  day  reafon 
to  blefs  the  Almighty  for  having  made 
fo  worthy  a  choice.  But  he  enjoyed  but 
a  fhort  time  the  fruits  of  his  prudent 
adoption.  At  the  end  of  eight  months 
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fce  fell  dangeroufly  ill,  and  in  fine  re- 
igned his  juft  foul  into  the  hands  of  the 
Angel  of  Death. 

Faruk  was  deeply  affli&ed  at  fo  great 
a  lofs;  and,  finding  that  the  effects  left 
him  were  confiderable,  he  made  two  fhares 
of  them.  One  fhare  he  took  to  himfclf, 
and  laid  out  the  other  in  building  a 
inofiqiie  and  a  caravanfera  at  the  gates  of 
Ormns;  near  which  he  caufed  his  bene- 
factor to  be  bur^d,  with  a  marble  column 
at  the  foot  of  the  grave,  on  which  was 
engraved  an  epitaph  of  his  own  compo- 
fition,  worthy  of  the  deceafed. 

The  Prince  of  Gur  having  fulfilled  all 
the  pious  duties  of  a  good  fon,  began  to 
grow  tired  of  Ormus,  for  want  of  em- 
ployment. The  remembrance  of  what 
lie  had  been  was  conflantly  animating 
him  to  the  performance  of  feme  actions 
that  might  reftore  him  to  his  primitive 
grandeur.  To  accomplish  this,  he  came 
to  a  refolution  of  equipping  a?fhip,  with 
which  he  hoped  to  acquit  an  illusions 
name ;  and  he  foon  put  this  defign  in 
execution.  For  this  purpofe,  he  engaged 
the  braveft  men  at  Ormus,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  the  fame  of  his  conduct  and  valour 
was  fo  well  fpread  all  over  the  Arabian 
Sea  and  the  Indian  Ocean,  that  his  fuc- 
cefTes  and  victones-made  the  fubjeit  of 
every  converfation. 

It  was  at  this  time,  my  lord,  that  the 
Princefs  of  Teflis  and  Borneo  fell  into 
his  hands.  Yon  know  the  remainder  of 
his  hiftory  to  the  time  that  Gulguli- 
Chemame  fell  into  the  fea.  I  /hail  now 
give  you  the  continuation  of  it,  extracted 
from  the  Annals  of  the  Ifland  of  Divan- 
durou. 

Faruk,  when  he  awaked,  was  in  the 
nt  molt  furprize  not  to  find  the  princefs  on 
iiis  mip;  and,  when  he  learned  the 
accident  that  had  befallen  her,  was  To 
much  afflicted  at  it,  that  he  feveral  times 
made  an  attempt  on  his  own  life.  The 
attendants  hindered  him  from  commit- 
ting fo  defperatc  an  action,  and  by  dint 
of  reafon  brought  him  at  length  to  a  fo- 
bir  way  of  tbinking. 

The  prince  \vas  r.o\v  beginning  to  en- 
joy fome  peace  of  mind,  when  ha  difco- 
vered  at  a  dilbncc  two  fhips  that  had  the 
wind  of  him.  He  did  not  hditatc  a 
nt  to  wait  fur  t hem;  and  having 
attacked  them,  he  hi  his  drfpair  at- 
chievedfuch  prodigies  of  valour,  that  he 
icon  obliged  them  to  Ihikc.  He  then 
went  on  board  tin  .  ..ud  having 

ient  on  board  his  own  f.idi  of   il.c  pri- 


foners  as  appeared  of  any  confeqi;cn:cef 
he  ordered  the  rett  to  be  ironed;  but  only 
for  his  own  fafety,  and  till  he  arrived  at 
fome  port,  where  he  intended  to  fet  them 
at  liberty  again. 

Among  the  prifoners  that  Faruk  or- 
dered on  board  his  own  fhip,  were  two 
well-looking  young  men,  very  well 
drafted,  whole  features  the  prince  thought 
he  had  fome  knowledge  of.  He  exa- 
mined his  memory  for  a  long  time,  in 
order  to  recollect  where  he  might  have 
feen  them;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Upon 
this, he  afked  theprifoners  if  they  had  not 
methimfomewhereor  another;  but  one 
of  them  anlweredthat  he  did  not  believe 
he  ever  had  that  honour,  and  that  they 
had  been  three  years  travelling  through 
China  and  the  Indies. 

Faruk,  thinking  himfelf  miftaken,  put 
vipwith  this  anfwer;  and,  after  having- 
fpent  the  reit  of  the  day  in  quietnels,  (all 
the  quietnefs  he  could  enjoy  after  the  lofs 
of  the  Princefs  of  Teflis)  he  withdrew? 
to  his  chamber;  where,  oppreffed  with 
fatigue,  he  fell  into  a  pretty  found  deep. 
He  had  fcarce  flept  two  hours,  when 
he  ftarted  up,  awakened  by  a  dream  to 
which  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  give 
fome  attention.     The  traveller  whom  he 
had  buried  fome  years  before  at  Ormus 
appeared  to  him.      '  You  were  in  the 
right,  my  lord,'  faid  the  ghoft  to  him, 
in  repreienting  to  the  two  calenders, 
who  wanted  to  hinder  you  from  be- 
ftowing  the  laft  rites  on  me,  that  a 
pood  action  never  goes  unrewarded. 
The  time  is  now  come  that  I  may  ac- 
knowledge your  pious  earneltnefs  OH  ' 
that  occafion.     The  two  men  that  you 
could  not  yeitcrday  recollect,  are  my 
murderers;  I  mean  thofe  who  fled  to 
avoid  punifhment.     As  for  theirparts, 
xthey  know  you  very  well  again,  in 
fpite  of  the  alteration  in  your  condition ; 
and  fearing  your  juft  vengeance,  have 
already   dilpatched   the  ccntinel  that 
was  placed  at  your  door,  and  arc  now- 
ready  to  come  into  your  chamber  to 
poniard  yourfelfr* 

The  prince,  who,  as  I  already  told  you, 
my  lord,  awoke  at  the  clofe  of  this  dream, 
thought  he  could  not  in  prudence  neglect 
fo  falutary  an  admonition.  He  got  up; 
and  hearing  a  noili.'  at  the  door  of  his 
chamber,  which  was  (lightly  ilkiminattrd 
l>y  a  liimp,  took  up  his  tabix-,  placed 
i  in  a  polhire  not  to  be  furpri/id, 
and  thus,  waited  the  event  of  fo  uncom- 
mon a  dream.  He  had  not  bctn  long  in 
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filuation,  when  his  door  opening 
very  foftly,  two  wretches  came  in,  each 
with  a  poniard  in  his  hand.  He  did  not 
hefitate  a  moment  to  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  hurt  him ;  and  having  ftruck  off 
the  arm  of  one  of  them  with  his  fabre, 
and  ftunned  the  other  by  a  back  blow  of 
the  pommel  in  his  face,  he  called  to  his 
attendants,  ordered  them  to  feize  on  the 
ailaffinsj  and,  after  reproaching  them 
with  the  murder  they  had  committed 
•nearOrmus,  caufed  them  to  be  hung  up 
Uireftly  to  one  of  the  mafts. 

Faruk,  having  given  his  flap's  com- 
pany an  account  of  his  dream,  retired  to 
his  chamber.  He  there  threw  himfelf 
on  his  face,  to  thank  the  great  prophet 
for  the  falutary  information,  he  hud  re- 
ceived; and  being  again  laid  down  to 
reft,  he  had  fcarce  fallen  afleep  when  the 
fame  »Jioft  again  appeared  to  him.  '  It 
is  not  enough,1  laid  this  phantom, 
that  I  have  preferved  you  from  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  had  a  defign  upon 
your  life;  it  was  the  leaft  I  could  do 
ibr  you :  but  then  I  muft  let  you  know 
to  whom  you  are  indebted  for  fo  lea- 
fonable  an  admonition.  My  name  was 
Almaz*.  I  was  the  only  heir  of  Ze- 
labdin,  king  of  the  iilands  of  Divan- 
durou.  About  fix  years  ago,  I  ob- 
tained leave  of  my  father  to  travel;  and 
I  fet  out,  with  three  attendants  only, 
to  vifit  Perfia  and  Tartary.  My  three 
attendants  died  during  the  journey,  and 
-I  was  returning  alone  and  incognito 
to  Ormus,  to  take  (hipping  for  Divan  - 
durou,  when  I  was  cruelly  murdered 
by  thefonofthe  cadi  of  Ormus. 
'  My  father,  who  has  had  no  news  of 
me  lince  I  left  him,  and  who  impa- 
tiently expecls  my  return,  has  been  this 
month  paft  confined  to  his  bed  by  a 
diibrder  of  which  it  is  wrote  on  the  ta- 
ble of  life  that  he  will  not  recover; 
and  our  great  prophet  has  obtained  of 
God,  in  my  favour,  that  die  i'word  of 
the  nngel  of  death  fiiould  be  withheld  by 
ruft  in  the  1'cabbard  tillyou  havereacK- 
ed  the  iilands  of  Divandurou,  where 
you  are  to  marry  the  Princels  Gerun, 
my  fitter.  Proceed  there,  then,  with- 
out fear.  I  will  give  them  notice  of 
your  coming;  and  that  they  may  not 
commit  any  miftakeon  this  occafion,  I 
will  leal  you  with  the  feal  of  theeleft.' 


The  ghoft,  upon  this,  having  prefiei 
pretty  violently  a  fiery  leal  on  the  Prince 
of  Cur's  arm,  he  at  that  inftant  felt  ib 
great  a  pain  from  it,  that  he  gave  a  roar 
that  awakened  all  the  people  on  board  the 
mip.  They  immediately  gathered  about 
him,  and  he  gave  them  an  account  of  his 
fecond  dream  ;  and  as  the  imprelTion  made 
on  his  arm,  in  which  were  to  be  diftinftly 
feen  the  name  of  God  and  that  of  his 
gnat  Prophet,  left  him  no  room  to  doubt 
of  the  reality  of  the  vilion,  he  without  the 
leaft  helitation  directed  his  courfefor  the 
ides  of  Divandurou,  where  he  arrived  in 
about  five  weeks. 

The  favourable  winds  he  had  during 
hjs  paffage,  had  brought  him  to  port  ex- 
aftly  at  the  time  mentioned  by  the  ghoft. 
The  king  of  thefe  iilands  was  now  veiy 
far  fpent;  and  the  princefs  his  daughter, 
who  never  ftirred  from  him,  was  in  tlra 
greateft  affliction  for  his  melancholy  fitu- 
ation.  The  approach  of  her  father's 
death  rendered  her  condition  very  deplor- 
able in  every  refpeft.  The  King  of  Crr- 
nanorf,  whofe  anceftors  had  formerly 
feme  pretenfions  on  the  iflands  of  Divan- 
durou, only  waited  the  death  of  Zelab- 
din  to  invade  his  territories,  and  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  ion's  abfence.  But  Fa- 
ruk,  m,y  lord,  foon  gave  another  face  to 
Zelabdin's  affairs.  , 


Almaz  having  appeared  to  the 
his  father  the  night  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Prince  of  Gur,  gave  him  an  accrvmt 
of  his  violent  death,  Faruk's  compaffion, 
the  orders  he  had  received  from  Heaven 
to  mark  him  with  it's  feal,  and  to  fend 
him  to  Divandurou,  there  to  many  the 
princefs  his  fifter.  He  moreover  di- 
rected his  father,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
Prophet,  to  prepare  for  a  holy  death. 

Zelabdin,  fin-prized  at  this  dream, 
coniidered  it  however  as  the  effect  of.  a 
burning  fever;  but  how  great  was  his 
furprize,  when  Gerun,  who  flq>t  but  at 
a  little  diftance  from  his  bed,  got  up  in  a 
hurry,  and  juft  throwing  a  gown  over 
her  moulders,  came  running  to  his  bed- 
fide.  «  Ah!'  faid  me,  '  my  lord,'  the 
tears  gufhing  from  her  eyes,  '  my  bro- 
ther, no  doubt,  is  no  longer  among  the 
living.  He  has  juft  appeared  to  me 
covered  all  over  wi'h  blood,  and  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  been  murdered 
by  a  fon  of  the  cadi  of  "Ormi  Sj  that  a 


*  Almaz,  in  Arabick,  fignifies  Diamond. 

f  The  kingdom  of  C.inanor  is  near  Malabar,  and  the  iflands  of  Divandurou  in  the  Eaft 
Indfes.    All  the  people  there  aie  Mahometans. 

'  young 
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*  young  prince,  difguifed  in  the  habit  of 

*  a  calender,  had  beftowed  the  laft  rites 
'  upon  him;  that  this  very  prince,  whom 

*  we  mould  know  by  the  name  of  God 
'  which  my  brother  had  imprinted  on  his 
'  arm,  is  juft  on  the  point  of  arriving 

*  here,  to  oppofe  the  unjuft  undertaking 

*  of  the  King  of  Cananor,  and  that  it 
'  was  wrote  in  heaven  that  I  mould  mar- 

*  ry  our  deliverer/ — '  Alas !  my  dear 
'  Gerun,'  replied  the  afflicted  Zelabdin, 
'  your  dream  is  but  too  true !     Almas, 

*  \\  l,o  has  but  this  inftant  appeared  to 

*  myfelf,  has .  told  me   the  very  fame 
'  things,  with  cne  more,  which  perhaps 
"  your  tendernefs  conceals,  for  fear  of 

*  terrifying  me.     Azrail  is  now  at  the 
'  fide  of  my  bed;  he  there  waits  for  my 
'  foul ;  whole  union  with  my  body  is  to 

*  laft  ib  fhort  a  time,  that  I  mall  fcarce 

*  enjoy  the  pleaiure  of  feeing  you  united 
'  with  'the  Prince  of  Gur.'—'  Ah,  my 
'  lord  !  it  is  true  enough  that  I  intended 

*  to  hide  this  circumftance  from  you,' re- 
plied the  Princefs  of  Divandurou. '  Muft 
'  I  then  iofe  you,  my  lord  ?'— '  Yes,  my 
'  dear!'  anfwered  Zelabdin  undaunted- 
ly.    '  Let  v.s  prepare  ourfelves  for  this 
'  bitter  reparation  by  an  edifying  iub- 

*  mimon£  which  the  agreement  between 
'  our  dreams  requires  of  us;  and  read 
'  for  me,  I-befeech  you,  thofe  verfes  of 
'  the  Alcoran  which  lerve  to  take  off  the 
'  terror  that  naturally  attends  this  una- 
'  voidable  tranfition.' 

Geron,  all  in  tears,  took  the  Alcoran 
out  of  it's  cafe  of  green  cloth,  and  read  to 
her  father,  till  it  was  day-light,  a  great 
many  chapters  of  this  divine  book.  She 
was  thus  piotifly  employed,  when  a  mcf- 
fenger  entered  with  the  account  of  a 
ihip's  being  jr. ft  come  into  port  that 
brought  feme  news  from  his  fon  Prince 
Almaz. 

Upon  this  the  good  king's  grief  broke 

out  with  new  vigour;  he  gave  a  great 

ihout.     '  Ah,  my  dear  Gerun,'  laid  he 

to  theprincefs,  '  our  dreams,  then,  you 

lie,  are  now  nccomplimcd.     Go  and 

prepare  youriclf  to  appear  before  the 

Prince  ot   Gur,  and  give  orders  that 

he  (hould  be  immediately  introduced 

into  my  apartment.'     Gerun  obcvtd  ; 

{he  went  to  drcfs  herfclf,  while  mdftn- 

gcis  were  carrying  to  Faruk  theurde:s 

of  Zelabdin.     The  young  prince  being 

conduced  into  the  chamber  of  the  dying 

monarch,  faw  ib  much  grief  painted  on 

his  countenance,  that  he  liad  not  rtli-lu- 

lion  enough  to  infojrn  him  of  his  fun's 


death.      Zelabdin   difcovered    the  per- 
plexity Faruk  was  ir:    '  Sir,'  laid  he, 
with  a  weak  voice,  ('  for  I  am  not  unac- 
quainted with  your  name  or  your  er- 
rand) do  not  be  afraid  of  increafing 
my  grief  by  giving  me  an  account  of 
the  death  of  my  beloved  Ion  Almaz;  he 
has  himfelf  taken  care  to  give  me  no. 
tice  of  fo  afflicling  a  cataftrophe.'  Fa- 
ruk, my  lord,  hefkated  anfwering  the  in- 
tentions of  Zelabdin,  when  the  beauti- 
ful Gerun  made  her  appearance.     At 
the  firft  fight  of  her,  the  Prince  of  Gur 
almoft  fainted  away,  and  even  fell  on  the 
bed  of  the  fick  monarch.     This' acci- 
dent threw  the  king  and  his  daughter  in- 
to a  great  amazement. 

Nature,  my  lord,  had  taken  pleafure 
in  preparing  the  ways  of  love  between 
Faruk  and   Gerun.     This  princefs   fo 
perfectly  refembled  Gulgtili-Ch  «.iame, 
that  the  Prince  of  Gur  could  not  look  at 
her  without  an  extraordinary  emotion. 
He  got  the  better  of  his  weaknefs  by  de- 
grees; and  finding,  by  the  difference  of 
their  heights,  that  he  was  miftaken,  he 
however  judged  it  would   be  improper 
to  let  Gerun  know  the  caufe  of  his  fud- 
den  fit;  but,  turnning  to  Zelabdin— 
Ah,  my  lord!'  laid  he,  '  pardon  this 
involuntary  breach  of  relpeft.     The 
fine  eyes  of  the  charming  Gerun  lent 
fuch  irrefiftible  arrows  to  my  heart, 
that  I  hud  not  itrcngth  enough  to  bear 
up  againft  them.  But  in  endeavouring 
to  excufeone  fault,  I  lee  thatl  commit 
another.     It  ill  becomes  me  to  (peak  of 
love  in  places  full  of  grief  and  horror  ; 
and  thougl>  I  may  think  invlelf  au- 
thorized to  behave  in  this  manner  by 
the  words  of  the  prince  your  fen,  anil 
by  the  divine  characters  he  imprinted 
on  my  ann,  I  am  thoroughly  leufible 
of  my  indifcretion.' 
'  You  cannot,  Sir,  give  any  offence,' 
eplied   the   amicled   Zelabdin,    '  fmce 
Heaven  has  chofcn  you   for  the  huf- 
band  of  the  beautiful  Gerun .  It  would 
look  very  ill  In  me  to  find  fault 
paflion  which  is  to  conftitntc  all  the 
happincfs  of  her  life;  on  the  contrary, 
I   am  extremely  glad  that  lur  charms 
have  made  fo  quick  and  lively  an  im- 
prcfilononthf  iVnfesof  fo  accomplished 
a  prince.     B  t  he  fo  kind,  S--  . 
acquaint  me  with  the  fate  of  n 
fmce  you  arc  the  only  perfcn  th;u  can 
give  me  any  certain  account  of  him.* 
Faiuk  could  no  longer  defer  fatisfying 
2fclabdirrs  rcafrnabte  cuf iofity ;  he  re- 
lated 
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fated  to  him  all  the  circumftances  of  Al- 
maz's  death,  but  as  briefly  as  pofiible  ; 
likewife  the  punifhment  of  the  murderers, 
the  unhappy  prince's  appearance  to  him, 
and  his  poiitive  orders  to  come  to  Di- 
vandurou,  where  he  allured  him  he  fhould 
have  the  good  fortune  of  winning  the 
heart  of  the  accomplilhed  Gerun. 

The  Prince  of  Gur,  my  lord,  had 
fcarce  rimmed  his  relation,  when  word 
was  brought  to  the  king,  in  great  hurry, 
that  the  King  of  Cananoij  in  peribn,  was 
juft  landed  in  the  ifland,  and  laying  wafte 
with  fire  and  fword.  '  Ah,  my  lurd-!' 
laid  Faruk,  '  it  is  my  bufmeis  to  revenge 

*  you  of  the  oppremon  of  this  unjull 

*  monarch.     I  will  perifh,  with  all  my 

*  people,  or  bring  you  back  his  head  in 
'  a  very  fhort  time.'    The  prince,  after 
this,  making  a  low  reverence  to  his  ma- 
jelly,  turned  to  the  princefs;  '  And  you, 

*  charming  Gerun/  faid  he,    '  may  I 
'  flatter  myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  being 
4  dear  enough  to  you,  to  delerve  your 

*  vows  to  Heaven  for  a  prince  who  will 
'  fpill  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  rather 

*  than  fuffer the  King  of  Cananorto  fuc- 

*  ceed  in  his  wicked  and  cowardly  pre- 

*  tenfiorw.' 

Thefe  words  deprived  Gerun  of  the 
power  of  anfwering  him ;  fhe  was  at  ;i 
lofs  how  to  return  the  compliment :  but 
as  her  love  feemed  to  be  authorized  by 
the  great  Prophet,  and  by  her  father — 
Go,  my  lord,'  replied  (lie,  '  where  ho- 
nour calls  you.     Our  caufe  is  too  juft 
for  Heaven  to  give  the  day  to  the  king 
who  would  opprefs  us :  but  do  not  yield 
to  your  courage  enough  to  give  me  frefli 
caufe  of  affliction. *  The  princefs  could 
not  finifh  thele  words  without  a  blr.lh  ; 
and  Faruk,  traniported  at  feeing  he  had 
an  intereft  in  the  princelVs  heart,  ran  to 
put  himfelf  in  a  condition  of  executing 
what  he  had  promifed.    He  immediately 
aflembled  his  followers;  and  being  rein- 
forced by  Zelabdin's    troops,  went  in 
fearch  of  the  enemy  with  fo  much  refo- 
lution,  that  the  marks  of  victory  were  al- 
ready vifible  in  his  countenance. 

The  King  of  Cananor  had  at  firft 
fpread  fo  univerfal  a  terror,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  fled  before  him ;  but  Faruk's 
prefence  infpired  them  with  new  courage, 
and  he  attacked  the  invader  with  fo  much 
refolution  and  vigour,  that  he  obliged 
him  to  retreat  in  his  turn.  The  King  of 
Cananor,  enraged  at  feeing  himlelf  de- 
feated by  a  fingle  man,  (for  it  was  Fa- 
ruk alone,  in  a  manner,  thatbrousjRt  vic- 
tory to  die  party'  he  fided  with)  made 


his  way  through  a  thoufand  fwords  to 
attack  ptrfonally  the  young  hero;  who, 
no  lei's  delirous  of  meafuring  his  courage 
with  the  king's,  flew  more  than  half  way 
to  meet  him,  bearing  down  every  thing 
that  oppofed  his  progrefs ;  fo  that  a  ter- 
rible battle  foon  eiil'ued  between  theie 
two  chiefs,  in  which,  however,  Faruk  at 
length  proved  victorious.  The  King  of 
Cananor  loft  his  life  in  it;  and  his  death 
having  dilheartened  his  troops,  they  im- 
mediately endeavoured  to  get  back  to  their 
fhips;  but  the  Prince  of  Gur  purfued 
them  fo  clofely,  that  they  were  all  cut  to 
pieces,  and  their  mips  given  up  to  be 
plundered  by  the  victorious  foldicrs. 

After  fo  compleat  a  victory,  the  prince 
returned  to  the  palace  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  all  the  people.  The  king, 
and  the  matchlefs  Gerun  efpecially,  re- 
ceived him  with  unfpeakable  joy.  Sym- 
pathy, which  generally  penetrates  a  great 
way  in  a  very  fhort  time,  had  ib  perfe&ly 
gained  him  the  heart  ofthisprincefs,  that 
fhe  could  fcarce  keep  within  bounds  the 
tranl'ports  me  felt  at  the  thoughts  of 
being  matched  with  fo  accomplifhsd  a 
prince. 

Faruk,  my  lord,  was  perfectly  well 
made;  his  features  full  of  life,  his  air 
noble,  his  foul  anfwerable  to  his  make, 
very  ikilful,  and  courageous  beyond 
imagination.  So  many  mining  quali- 
ties were  more  than  fufficient  to  enflame 
a  young  princefs,  whole  happy  refem- 
blanccwith  Gulguli-Chemame  rendered 
her  extremely  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
young- hero.  In  a  word,  Zelabdin  thought 
it  improper  to  fuffer  thefc  happy  lovers 
to  fighfora  union  any  longer:  be  joined 
them  together  that  very  day;  and,  after 
declaring  Faruk  his  fucceflbr,  went  in  a 
few  days  more  to  give  an  account  of  his 
actions  before  the  throne  cf  Infinite  Ma- 
jefty. 

You  have  now  heard,  rr.y  lord,  the 
adventures  of  Faruk.  This  prince,  the - 
rimed  by  the  beautiful  Gerun,  after  hav- 
ing fmccrely  lamented  the  death  of  Ze- 
labdin, {pent  his  days  with  his  illulhious 
confort  in  a  manner  worthy  of  envy;  and 
left  children,  whole  delcendants  reign  to 
this  day  in  the  illands  of  Divandurou. 


THE  RETUR"  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN 
ABUBEKER. 

JUST 'as  Ben-Eridoun  was  finishing 
the  hiltory  of  Faruk,  Ailracan  ransj 
with  a  thoufand   acclamations  of  ioy, 
«  R  which 
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which  reached  the  palace  of  Schems- 
Eddin.    The  monarch,  furprized  at  fo 
uncommon  a  noife,  immediately  ordered 
the  vizir  Mutamhid  to  enquire  what  was 
the  caufe  of  it.     Mutamhid  accordingly 
went  out  of  the  palace  to  get  intelligence ; 
but  immediately  came  back.   '  Ah,  my 
lord!'  faid  he,  in  a  tranfpprt  of  joy, 
I  have  juft  had  a  fight  of  Abubeker 
conducting  towards  the  palace  a  lady 
covered  with  a  veil !    No  doubt  your 
misfortunes  will  foon  have  an  end; 
and  it  is  the  prefence  of  thofe  two  per- 
fons  which  gives  your  fubje6\s  a  plea- 
fore  that  they  cannot  contain.' 
Mutamhid  had  not  finifhed  this  agree- 
able account,  when  the  father  of  Ben- 
Eridoun  entered  the  hall  where  Schems- 
Eddin  was  feated,  followed  by  a  crowd 
of  people,  who  had  forced  their  way  af- 
ter him.    The  old  man  threw  him'felf 
proftrate  at  the  king's  feet,  and  faid— 
'  Here  is,  my  lord,  your  faithful  {lave 

*  returned  fooner  than  I  promifed  your 
'  maiefty ;  and  I  bring  back  with  me  a 
'  treafure  which  I  could  not  find  any 
'  where  but  at  Serendjb.     It  is  the  wo- 
'  man  who  is  to  reftore  you  your  fight.' 
— *  Come  near  me,  that  I  may  embrace 

*  you,  my  dear  Abubeker,'  anfweredthe 
King  of  Aftracan.     '  Such  fubjefts  as 
'  you  and  your  Ion  deferve  all  the  love 

*  and  confidence  of  their  prince.     Let 
'  this  fo  rare  a  woman  make  a  trial  of 

*  her  (kill.     But  I  aflure  you,  before  - 

*  hand,  that  though  me  mould  not  fuc- 

*  ceed,  I  (hall  not  think  my  obligation 
'  to  you  the  lefs.' 

On  the  king's  giving  this  order,  the 
veiled  lady  drew  near  his  majefty's  throne, 
all  the  (Deflators  waiting  impatiently  for 
the  event;  but  few  of  them,  the  phyfi- 
cians  efpecially,  thought  any  good  of 
this  remedy;  when  the  woman,  taking 
out  a  golden  bottle,  which  (he  opened, 
ihe  warned  the  king's  eyes  with  the  water 
ihe  had  gathered  on  the  wonderful  tree 
of  Serendif).  This  divine  liquor  had 
fcarce  touched  the  king's  eyes,  but  he 
perceived  in  them  a  falutary  coolnefs, 
which  he  felt  even  at  his  heart ;  two  kinds 
of  films,  which  obftrucled  the  paflage  of 
the  rays  of  light,  fell  from  his  eyes;  and 
the  prince,  recovering  his  fight  as  per- 
feclly  as  ever  he  enjoyed  it  before  Ben- 
buker  had  fo  barbaroufly  deprived  him 
of  it,  cried  out  in  a  tranfport  of  joy  — 

*  Heavens  !  is  it  poflible  that  the  dark- 
4  ncfs inwhichlhavelivedfolongatime, 


mould  be  fo  foon  difperfed !  Yes,  I 
again  know  you,  my  dearMutamhid — • 
and  you,  my  other  faithful  fubjefts— • 
whole  features  have  not  been  worn  out 
of  my  memory  by  fo  long  a  blind - 
nefs.  Atleaft,  then,  I  can  enjoy  the 
light !' 

The  furprize  of  all  the  fpeftators  was 
fo  extraordinary,  and  the  joy  was  fo 
great,  that  nothing  was  to  be  heard  in 
the  hall  but  clapping  of  hands.  But  the 
king,  having  ordered  filence,  turned  him- 
felf  to  the  lady,  who  had  remained  (land- 
ing with  modeft  filence.  '  Whoever  you 
are,'  faid  he,  '  illuftrious  heroine  of 
your  fex,  you  may  expeft  every  thing 
for  a  fervice  too  great  to  have  a  price 
let  upon  it.      The  lofs  of  my  dear 
Zebd-El-caton  dqes  not  leave  me  at 
liberty  to  divide  my  throne  with  you. 
No  woman,  let  her  be  ever  fo  hand- 
fome,  (hall  hereafter  have  any  domi- 
nion over  my  heart;  but  you  may  de- 
pend on  a  gratitude  without  bounds, 
and  that  will  be  every  day  as  new  and 
as  lively  as  the  firft. 
*  Do  not,  then,  Madam,   hide  any 
„  longer  from  me  and  my  fubjefts  the 
perfon  to  whom  I  am  fo  much  obliged  ; 
throw  off  this  veil,  I  befeech  you,  and 
let  us  fee  thofe  eyes  whofe  vivacity  daz- 
zles me,  though  their  fires  are  blunted 
by  the  gauze  that  covers  them.' 
The  lady  in  the  veil  thought  herfelf 
obliged  to  comply  with  this  requeft  j  and 
accordingly  unveiled  herfelf.    But  what 
became  of  Schems-Eddin  at  this  fight, 
which  he  was  not  able  to  bear !  He  fell 
back  on  his  throne  fpeechlefs ;  and  it  was 
fome  time  before  he  came  to  himfelf 
enough  to  exprefs  his  furprize.     '  Ah ! 
«  Zebd-El-caton!   my  dear  Zebd-El- 

*  caton!'  cried  he,  '  is  ityourfelf,  then, 
'  that  I  have  now  the  pleafure  of  be- 

*  holding ;  or  may  not  my  heart,  upon 
'  which  your  image  is  fo  deeply  en-1 
'  graved,  miftake  for  you  every  thing 
'  that  my  eyes  now  difcover?'— '  No, 
'  my  lord,'    anfwered  the  lady,    with 
tears  of  joy,  '  I  am  that  Zebd-El-caton 
'  whom  you  had  given  up  for  dead  !  I 
'  am  dill  alive,  and  happy  enough  to  be 
'  inftrumental  in  putting  an  end  to  your 
'  misfortunes.'  —  '  Ah,  no  doubt!'  re- 
plied the  king,  at  the  fame  time  tenderly 
embracing  his  beloved  fpoufe ;  '  all  my 
'  misfortunes  are  at  an  end  indeed,  fince 
' .  I  behold  you  !  I  appeal  to  Heaven,  if 
'  I  have  been  a  ftngleday  fince  our  cruel 

*  feparation 
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*  reparation  without  fliedding  a  flood  of 
'  tears  for  your  lofs ;  but  the  fource 
c  from  whence  they  iprung  is  now  dried 
<  u,,.' 

This  difcourfe,  and  the  mutual  and 
tender  careiVes  of  this  illuftrious  pair, 
fenfibly  affected  all  the  fpectators  :  ib 
ftrange  and  miraculous  an  adventure 
filled  them  all  with  aftonifhment;  even 
Abubeker  himfelf,  who  had  conducted 
the  lady  from  Serendib  to  Aftracan, 
without  knowing  that  me  was  Zebd-El- 
caton.  Soon  after  this  happy  difcovery, 
joy  and  pleafure  took  place  of  filence  and 
affliction.  The  king  loaded  with  favours 
Abubeker  and  his  foil,  whom  he  ever 
afterwards  retained  about  his  perfon. 
He  diftributed  immenfe  fums  among  the 
convents  of  derviies  and  the  mofquea,  to 
thank  the  fovereign  Prophet  for  his  di- 
vine protection.  But  as  he  was  impa- 
tient to  know  by  what  fupernatural  power 
his  confort  had  been  reirored  to  life,  or 
by  what  accident  Abubeker  had  met 
with  her,  he  was  no  fooner  returned  to 
the  palace  with  his  vizirs  and  his  phyli- 
cians,  than  he  requefled  Zebd-El-caton 
to  fatisfy  his  curiofrty  in  their  prefence. 
The  queen  loved  the  tender  Schems- 
Eddin  too  well  to  defer  his  fatisfaction 
a  fingle  moment,  and  began  as  follows. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ZEEEI-EL-C  ATON. 

IT  would  be  to  no  purpofe,  my  lord; 
to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  lall  words 
I  faid  to  you  at  our  feparation  ;  they  were 
dictated  to  me  by  our  great  Prophet; 
and,  as  Azrail  was  at  that  time  fo  near 
rny  pillow,  I  did  not  imagine  we  fhould 
ever  meet  again.  However,  life  did  not 
totally  forfake  me;  a  lethargick  vapour 
deprived  me  of  my  fenfes,  enough  no 
doubt  to  make  every  one  believe  that  I 
was  really  dead.  Even  you  yourfelf  was 
deceived  on  the  occafion;  and  ordered, 
as  I  have  been  fmce  told  by  Abubeker, 
who,  vmthout  knowing  who  I  was,  re- 
lated all  your  misfortunes  to  the  King 
of  Serendib  in  my  prefeiice;  you  or- 
dered, I  fay,  that  I  mould  be  fhut  up  in 
a  coffin  adorned  with  precious  ftones ; 
•but  forbid,  at  the  fame  time,  that  my 
facs  mould  be  covered;  ,a  precaution 
which  proved  the  happy  means  of  fav- 
ing  my  life. 

The  jewels  and  gold  with  which  my 
ocffin  was  covered,  made  it  proper  for 
the  Arabian  robbers  to  remove  ms  to  a 


place  of  fafety ;  and  accordingly  they  did 
not  divide  their  plunder  till  they  had  got 
above  ten  leagues  from  the  place  where 
they  attacked  you .  After  having  broke 
my  coffin  to  pieces,  they  began  to  ftrip 
me,  in  order  to  throw  me  into  a  pretty 
deep  river  that  ran  hard  by ;  when  one 
of  them,  in  endeavouring  to  rip  the  fleeve 
of  my  gown,  to  which  an  emerald  was 
faftened,  was  unfkilful  enough  to  prick 
me  in  the  arm ;  and  thjs  accident,  my 
lord,  fecured  me  from  a  real  death.  My 
blood  flowed  fo  freely,  that  the  robber 
was  furprized  at  it ;  and  this  circum- 
ftance,  with  fome  remains  of  heat,  and  a 
feeble  palpitation,  made  him  conclude 
that  I  was  not  dead,  but  only  in  a  deep 
lethargy.  However,  he  thought  proper 
not  to  acquaint  the  other  robbers  with, 
what  he  had  obferved ;  but  throwing  me 
on  his  moulders,  carried  me  towards  the 
river>  in  order  to  make  them  believe  that 
he  really  intended  to  throw  me  into  it. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  robbers  removed 
to  a  greater  diftance,  without  fufpecting 
that  he  underftood  fomething  of  furgery. 
He  let  my  blood  run  as  much  as  he 
thought  my  condition  required,  bound 
up  my  arm  with  the  muflin  of  his  tur- 
ban, and,  throwing  water  on  my  face, 
brought  me  back  to  myfelf  by  degrees. 

At  length,  my  lord,  I  opened  my  eyes ; 
and  when  I  grew'ftrong  enough  to  look- 
attentively  at  the  objects  about  me,  I  was 
not  a  little  furprized  to  find  myfelf  alone 
in  the  company  cf  a  man  I  had  never 
feen  before.  As  he  foon  perceived  my 
grief  and  furprize  by  my  eyes  and  uc- 
tio'ns — <  Take  courage,  Madam/  laid 
he;  '  your  life  is  in  fafety  in  my  hands  j 
'  and  your  honour  runs  no  rifque,  fmce 
'  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  attack  it, 
'  thot'gh  I  were  ever  fo  ill-dlfpofed." 
Thefe  'words  quieted  me  a  little;  and 
having  enquired  of  him  in  what  niunnor 
I  had  fallen  into  his  hands,  I  was  told, 
my  lord,  that  your  little  caravan  had  been 
attacked  by  the  wild  Arabs  atibme  dayj 
diftance  from  Grand  Cairo;  that  you 
had  made  the  boldeft  refiftance ;  but  that 
•at  lair,  overpowered  by  numbers,  you 
had  fallen  with  all  your  attendants,  fur- 
rounded  with  more  than  thirty  of  your 
enemies,  whom  you  had  killed  with  your 
owji  hands.  \  ou  may  guefs,  my  dear 
prince,  the  greatnefs  of  my  defpair  at 
hearing  this  cruel  news.  I  no  longer 
reckoned  you  among  the  liying;  and, 
being  defirous  of  paying  your  remains 
the  tame  honours  you  beftowed  on  me, 
R  3.  I  requefted 
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I  requefted  the  Arab  to  conduct  me  to 
the  fpot  where  the  engagement  had  hap- 
pened. He  was  fo  good  as  to  comply; 
but  I  was  fo  weak,  that  I  could  not  reach 
the  place  in  lefs  than  four  days.  We 
examined  together  all  the  dead  bodies  ; 
but  as  they  were  no  longer  diftingui/h- 
lible,  on  account  of  the  wounds  which 
they  had  received  on  the  face,  and  the 
blood  that  covered  them,  and  by  lying 
fo  long  expofed  to  the  air,  it  was  im- 
jjofiihle  for  me  to  tell  exactly  which  was 
yours.  However,  finding  one  that  ap- 
peared to  me  of  your  fize,  I  concluded  it 
was  yours,  and  warned  it's  face  with  my 
tears.  I  even  thought  I  could  difcern 
iome  of  your  auguft  features  ;  which  ib 
increafed  my  grief,  that  I  fainted  on  the 
body,  which  I  held  clafped  in  my  arms. 
The  Arab  feparated  me.  I  remained 
nbove  an  hour  in  this  condition  ;  but  I  at 
lalt  came  to  myfelf.  With  fomc  broken 
ikbres  that  we  found  on  the  fpot,  we  then 
dug  a  hole  large  enough  to  contain  this 
body,  which  we  accordingly  put  into  it } 
and,  having  covered  it  with  the  earth, 
left  the  place  full  of  horror  and  afflic- 
tion. 

I  was  fo  amazed,  notwithstanding  my 
affliction,  at  the  civilities  and  politenefs 
of  the  Arab,  that  I  could  fcarce  refrain 
a  moment  from  exprefllng  my  gratitude. 
My  lord/  faid  I,  *  how  is  it  pofliblc 
that,  having  embraced  the  life  of  a 
robber,  you  fhould  preferve  fo  noble  a 
way  of  thinking  and   afting?    Cer- 
tainly you  were  not  born  to  fo  bafe  and 
cruel  a  condition ;  your  living  amongft 
them  muft  be  owing  to  foiije  very  pref- 
fmg  neceflity  ?' — '"Ah,  Madam  P  re- 
died  the  Arab,  *  though  I  am  but  of  a 
middling  condition,  I  never  imagined 
I  mould  be  obliged  to  take  up  with  die 
company  of  fuch  wicked  wretches.    It 
was  the  defire  of  being  revenged  for  the 
greateft  injury  that  could  be  done  a 
man,  that  alone  induced  me  to  unite 
with  the  Arabian  robbers;    but  the 
death  of  my  enemy  has  not  reftorcd 
me  what  his  unjuft  fury  had  deprived 
me  of.'     Thcfe  laft  words  drew  from 
him  a  flood  of  tears;  which  having  a- 
•wakened  my  compaflion;tmd  fh-cngthen- 
ed  my  curiofity,  I  requeftcd  him  to  give 
me  fome  account   of   his  misfortunes. 
His  relation  was  tp  the  following  pur- 
pofe. 


THE    ADVENTURES     OF    THK    ARA"fl 
ABEN-AZAR. 

I  Am  the  fon,  Madam,  of  a  pretty  con- 
lideruble  jeweller  of  Aden  *.  My  fa- 
ther had  an  intimate  friend  of  the  lame 
bufinefs,  whofe  name  was  Saman ;  and 
Samanhadadaughterfour  years  younger 
than  me,  whole  rare  beauty  eclipied  that 
of  every  other  girl  in  Aden.  My  father 
and  his  friend,  to  ftrengthcn  their  friend  - 
fhip,  had  agreed  that  their  children,  when 
grown  up,  mould  become  man  and  wife; 
fo  that  I  had  fcarce  attained  the^  ufe  of 
reafon,  when  Abdarmon  was  taught  to 
confider  me  as  her  fpoufe ;  and  that  my 
father  gave  me  to  underftand  that  I 
mould  only  pleafe  him  in  proportion  to 
the  pjrogreflfes  I  made  in  the  efteem  and 
affection  of  my  little  miftrefs. 

It  feldom  happens  that  the  hearts  of 
children,  given  away  at  fo  tender  an  age, 
follow  exa£tly  the  wills  of  their  parents  ; 
one  would  even  imagine  that  this  kind 
of  tyranny  infpires  them  with  quite  con- 
trary fentiments.      However,    Madam, 
it  was  quite  the  reverfe  in  our  cafe ;  the 
more  we  grew  up,  the  more  we  anfwered 
the  intentions  of  our  fathers.     I  ul'ed  to 
fpend  whole  days  with  my  little  miftrefs, 
without  defiring  any  other  enjoyment ; 
and,  on  her  fide,  me  did  not  appear  to 
have  any  fatisfacYion  greater  than  that  of 
feeing  me  in  her  company ;  fo  that,  if  I 
ftaid  away  but  a  fing'le  moment  beyond 
the  time  at  which  I  generally  ufcd  to  wait 
on  her  in  her  apartment,  me  reproached 
me  in  the  tendereft  manner,  and  thereby 
added  new  ftrength  to  my  pafllon.^'  You 
cfo  not  love  me  fo  much  as  you  ought, 
my  dear  Aben-azar,'  feid  me  to  me 
)iu'  day ;    '  and  I  find  that  I  am  nut 
handfome  enough  to  make  you  entiivly 
mine.    You  often  appear  diftrafted  in 
my  company,  nt  the  tame  time  that 
you  take  up  all  my  attention.     What 
is  there  then  wanting  to  compleat  your 
happinefs  ?  Abs !  did  I  know  what  ft 
was,  I  would'with  joy  ihcrifice  my  life 
to  the  fatisfaclion  of  my  lover/—'  You 
are  very  unjuft,'  anfwered  I ;  '  and  at 
the  fame  time  very  ingenious  in  mak- 
ing youril-lf  very  uneafy.     Why  load 
me  with  reproaches  that  I  fo  little  de- 
ferve?  I  languim  in  every  place  that  I 
do  not  find  you.     I  love  nothing  but 


*  Aden  is  a  town  fitnatcd  in  Arabia  Felix,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pcrfian  Culph  :  it  is  a 
capital  cf  th,S  kipjdoni  of  the  fame  came, 

«  you  j 
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*  you ;  on  your  love  alone  depends  all 
c  my  happine is ;  and  if  any  thing  can 

*  give  me  pain,  it  is  only  the  thoughts  of 
'  being  obliged  to  wait  four  years  to 
'  become  the  •ipoufe  of  -my  dear  Ab- 
'  darmon^' 

My  yoKng  miftrefs  (continued  Aben- 
rrtar)  was  fcarce  ten  years  old,  and  I 
Icarcc  fourteen,  when  we  entertained  each 
other  in  this  tender  manner.  Judge, 
then,  Madam,  how  paflionate  our  ccn- 
veriation  mult  have  been,  the' nearer  we 
drew  to  the  term  of  our  happinefs.  In 
fine.  Madam,  I  do  not  think  it  was  poi- 
fible  for  two  young  perfons  to  love  each 
other  with  greater  delicacy  ;  and  we  were 
n«w  on  the  point  of  feeing  ib  pure  and 
fo  faithful  a  love  crowned  by  the  happy 
union  with  which  our  parents  had  flat- 
tered our  Hopes,  when,  on  a  fudden,  we 
were  made  the  molt  unfortunate  lovers 
that  ever  exiltcd.  Our  fathers  fell  out 
through  a  jealoufy  created  by  their  be- 
ing of  the  iame  profeflicn.  A  mortal 
enemy  of  mine  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
foment  the  quarrel  by  a  thoufand  fall'e 
reports;  and  the  wretch  fuoceeded  & 
well,  that  their  enmity  grew  to  an  inve- 
terate hatred.  The  urn  thing  they  did 
was  to  break  the  engagement  that  Ab- 
darmon  and  I  had  entered  into  by  their 
orders.  We  were  forbid  to  fee  each 
other,  or  entertain  the  leaft  hopes  of  be- 
ing ever  united.  What  a  fenh'ble  ftroke 
this  was !  I  thought  I  mould  have  died 
with  grief:  and  I  mu(t  do  Abdarmon 
the  jrtftice  of  faying,  that  her's  was  fo 
great,  that  it  brought  upon  her  a  violent 
fit  of  ficknefs  which  at  length  reduced 
her  to  the  greateft  extremity.  The  news 
of  the  danger  me  was  in  threw  me  into 
perfect  deipair  :  I  ran  to  Saman's  houfe, 
fell  proftrate  at  his  feet,  an:l  Ttiade  life  of 
the  moft  fubmiflive  expreffions  to  engage 
his  pity;  but  I  found  him  inflexible  to  my 
entreaties.  I  then  made  ufe  of  the  danger 
•my  dear  Abdarmon  was  in  to  endeavour 
to  foftea  him;  but  all  to  no  purpofe. 
•*  Though  I  love  my  daughter,'  laid  lie, 

*  as  much  as  any  father  can  Icve  a  child, 

*  I  mould  be  better  pleafed  to  fee  her  iu 

*  the  grave  than  i«  the  arms  of  the  fon 

*  of  my  moii  cruel  enemy  :  you  muft 
'  therefore  think  no  longer  of  prevail- 
'  ing  over  me;    but  withdraw  yourfelf 

*  quickly,  .left  I  forget  the  kindnefs  I 

*  itill  have  for  you.'     I  had -a  mind  to 
reply ;    but  his  cruelty  afflicted  me  fo 
much,  that  I  fainted  away  at  his  feet. 

jrief  made  no  impreffion  on  hiia  j 


fo  far  from  it,  that  he  ordered  two  ilaves 
to  take  me,  in  the  condition  I  was  in,  afld 
throw  me  out  of  doors. 

My  father,  in  his  way  home  from  fome 
bufinefs  that  he  had  been  tranfa&ing, 
unfortunately  for  me,  happened  to  pais 
at  that  very  moment  through  the  flrert 
where  Samaa  lived ;  and,  having  •heard 
of  his  cruel  behaviour,  was  exafperated 
at  it  to  the  laft  degree :  he  ordered  me  t» 
be  carried  home  j  where  in  fome  time  I 
came  to  myfelf. 

The  affront  I  had  received  was  fo  pub- 
lick,  that  my  father  ordered  me,  on  pain 
of  his  indignation,  never  to  commit  the 
fame  fault  again.  But  1  had  little -in- 
clination to  obey  him  :  the  beautiful 
Abdannon  had  made  too  deep  an  im- 
preflion  on  my  heart  to  be  to  readily  i-<x- 
got;  on  the  contrary,  I  -carefully  fouglffi 
every  opportunity  of  afuiring  her  per- 
1'onally  oi"  an  eternal  tendernefs ;  though 
all  to  no  purpofe ;  (he  was  too  narrowly 
watched,  and  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to 
approach  her.  Upon  this,  I  fell  lick 
with  grief  $  and  was  fcarce  recovered, 
when,  to  compleat  my  mifery,  1  heard 
me  had  been  iuft  married  to  Ilekhan,.the 
foh  of  our  enemy.  What  an  irapreffiua 
the  fatal  news  made  on  me !  I  uttered 
againft  Saman  every  thing  that  rage  andi 
delpair  could  infpire.  f  Ah  i '  I  cried, 
'  is  it  pollible?  then,  charming  Abdar- 
'  mon,  that  you  fhould  become  the  prey 
'  of  the  vileft  and  molt  bmtal  of  all 
'  mankind!'  And  indeed,  Mad  am,  Uek- 
han  had  fo  mean  a  look,  ib  favage  a 
countenance,  and  fo  much  rufticity  in  his 
behaviour,  that  he  was  uniyerfally  hated. 
But  hrs  father  had  prevailed  on  Saman, 
by  the  moft  artful  flattery,  especially  by 
repi  denting  to  him  that  he  could  not  re- 
venge himfelf  of  mine  better  than  by 
giving  Abdarmon  to  his  ibnj  ib  that 
Saman  did  not  hcfittite  a  moment  to  £a^ 
crifice  his  daughter  to  his  vengeances 
and  thus  the  beautiful  Abdannon  fell  a 
facrifice  to  the  animofity  of  our  fami- 
lies. 

It  was  not  without  the  wrentefl:  re- 
luclance  imaginable  that  Abdarmon  de- 
livered herfelf  up  into  the  hands  of  Hek- 
han ;  nor  till  (lie  had  tried  every  method 
/lie  could  think  of  to  avuid  it:  but  her 
father  w?s  inexorable.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, pofiible  to  extort  from  her  a  formal 
ronftnt  to  H  union  to  which  me  ihouU 
have  preferred  death  itfelf,  had  fire  been 
left  to  her  choice:  bin  Saman  forgot,  on 
this  occafion,  his  quality  of  father,  to 

become 
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Become  her  executioner.     He  put  her 
into  Ilekhan's  hands,  who  brought  her 
home,  without  troubling  his  head  about 
the  averfion  (he  exprefled  againft  him ; 
and,  thinking  that  Saman's  confcnt  was 
lufficient  to  entitle  him  to  exacl  from 
Abdarmon  what  no  wife  ought  to  refufe 
a.  hulband,  he  met  with  fuch  oppolition 
from    this   virtuous   girl,    that  neither 
prayers  nor  threats  made  any  impreffion 
upon  her.     His  impatient  temper  made 
him  haften  away  to  Saman  with  a  com- 
plaint of  his  daughter's  behaviour ;  and 
Saman  reproached  her  mod  ievercly  on 
the  occafion  :  but  the  generous  Abdar- 
mon, without  failing  in  the  refpe6l  flie 
owed  her  father,  courageoudy  protefted 
that  (he  never  would  be  Ilekhan's  wife. 
No,  my  lord,'  (aid  (he,  '  it  is  in  vain 
that  you  try  every  method  of  making 
me  unfaithful ;    my  heart  has   con- 
tracled  a  long  and  pleafing  habit  of 
lot  ing  Aben-azar  :  in  this  I  have  only 
obeyed  your  orders ;  and  the  moft  cruel 
death  cannot  make  me  alter  my  fenti- 
ments." 

Saman  -was  amazed  at  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion ;  but  flattered  himfelf  that  time 
might  get  the  better  of  it:  he  therefore 
advifed  Ilekhan  to  treat  Abdarmon  with/ 
great  mildnefs,  giving  him  hopes  that  he 
might  in  that  manner  overcome  the  cou- 
rage of  the  young  heroine. 

'it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  Ilek- 
han could  moderate  himfelf  fo  far  as  to 
follow  his  father-in-law's  advice.  He 
determined,  however,  to  wait  for/ome 
days  to  fee  if  a  refpeftful  behaviour  would 
not  make  fome  favourable  impreflions  on 
Abdarmon ;  and  reiblved  to  make  ufe  of 
lis  authority  if  he  did  not  fuccecd  by  fair 
means. 

It  was  with  unfpealcable  joy  I  heard  of 
Abdarmon's  noble  refinance,  and  thfc  i  e- 
ibiution  that  Ikkhnn  had  formed.  I 
thence  conceived  fome  favourable  ex- 
pectations; and  making  ufe  of  every 
Itratagem  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  my 
bafe  rival,  I  found  means  of  gaining  one 
of  his  (laves,  whom  I  prevailed  upon  to 
introduce  me  by  night  into  his  midrefs's 
apartments.  For  this  purpofe  I  had  put 
on  a  woman's  drefs,  to  give  the  lefs  caufe 
of  fufpicion  to  thofe  who  might  fee  me 
go  into  his  houfe;  and  in  this  condition 
I  was  introduced  into  Abdarmon's  apart- 
ment. I  found  her  negligently  ftretched 
on  her  bed,  with  her  arm  under  her  head» 
in  the  pofture  of  a  perfon  that  .laboured 
Under  fome  gr«at  uncafuK'ls  tf  mind,  I 


threw  myfelf  at  her  feet,  and  killed  on* 
of  her  beautiful  hands  with  Co  much 
tranlport,  that  (he  could  not  but  know 
that  no  one  but  a  lover,  (cnfible  of  his 
midrefs's  love,  could  take  fo  great  a  li- 
berty.    If  the  fight  of  me  gave  her  ex- 
ceeding joy,   my  being  in  a  houfe  of 
which  Ilekhan  was  mafter,  gave  her  no 
lefs  uneafmefs.     '  Ah,  my  lord !'  faid 
(he,  embracing  me  in  the  tendered  man- 
ner, '  fly,  I  conjure  you,  a  place  where  I 
have  much  reafon  to  fear  your  life  is  in 
danger.   Put  yourfelf,  if  you  can,  in  a 
condition  that  may  enable  you  to  (natch 
me  out  of  the  hands  of  my  tyrant ;  and 
be  perfuaded^  that  I  am  ready  to  differ 
the  moft  cruel  torments,  and  death  it- 
felf,  rather  than  break  the  vows  I  have 
fo  often  made  of  being  only  yours  !'— 
If  it  is  fo,  Madam,'  anfwered  I,  *  comft 
away  with  me  this  very  inftant,  and  I 
(hall  deliver  you  out  of  the  hands  of  a 
man  whole  behaviour  ought  to  be  held 
in  averfion  by  all  the  world.' 
The  (lave,  whom  I  had  at  firft  brought 
over,  oppofed  himfelf  to  my  refolution  ; 
but  a  diamond  daggered  him.     I  pro- 
rniied  to  take  him  away  with  us,  and  to 
requite  his  lei-vices  fo  wel!,  that  I  at  laft 
made  him  confent  to  every  thing.  I  then 
embraced  my  Abdarmon,  with  an  ex- 
traordinary tranlport,  and  we  were  on  the 
point  of  quitting  her  apartment,   and 
making  her  retreat,  when  Ilekhan  ap- 

E eared  with  a  fabre  in  his  hand,  and  fol- 
jwed  by  eight  (laves  armed  in  the  fame 
manner.   This  unexpected  light  dunned 
me  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  gave  the 
wretches  time  to  fecure  me. 

Abdarmon  knew  by  the  rnge  that  ap- 
peared in  the  eyes  of  our  enemy,  that  we 
had  no  mercy  to  expect.     8he  did  not 
condefcend  to  alk  any;  but,  looking  at 
him  with   indignation— '   I  never  con- 
cealed from  you,  tyrant,'  faid  (he,  '  thr 
violent  pafiion  I  have  always  had  for 
Aben-azar!  he  is  lovely;  hepleafedme; 
I  have  appeared-  in  his  eyes  preferable 
to  all  the  girls  of  Aden.    He  has  loved 
me  with  all  pofiible  delicacy;  and  I 
belonged  to  him  before  an  uniud  ani- 
molity,  which  has  divided  our  fnmilu f, 
made  my  father  take  a  refolution  of 
giving  me  into  your  pofreflion.     This 
is,  favage,  all  the  crime  you  have  td 
*  punilh ;  but  it  is  too  beautiful  a  fault  to 
'  be  lorry  for  having  committed  it/  She 
then  reached  me  her  hand,  faying — c  t 
'  (be,  my  dear  lover,  that,  we  muft  die. 
\  The  unworthy  Ikkhaii  is  not  generous 
*  enough 
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*  enoughtoveftoreustoourfelves.  Let  us 
f  therefore  courageoufly  prepare  to  pafs 
'  over  to  a  more  eafy'and  delightful  life, 

*  where  our  enjoyments  mall  not  be  inter- 

*  rupted  by  the  hatred  of  our  parents  : 

*  we  fhall  have  nojealoufyor  tyranny  to 

*  fear  there ;  arid,  as  we  (hall  bring  there 
'  hearts  inflamed  with  love,  we  may  pro- 

*  mife   ourfelves    a  reception   amongit 
'  thofe  happy  lovers  whofe  fole  occupa- 
'  tions  will  be  to  give  themfelves  up  en- 
'  tirely  to  the  pleafures  of  loving  and  of 
'  being  beloved.' 

This  difcourfe,  which  had  fo  much 
fweetnefs  in  it  for  me,  and  fo  much  bit- 
ternefs  for  my  rival,  ferved  only  to  in- 
creafe  his  anger.  *  Yes,  falie  woman!' 
faid  he  to  Abdarmon,  who  had  thrown 
herfelf  into  my  arms;  '  yes,  you  fhall 

*  die!    and  you  fhall  die  by  your  own 

*  bands.     I  mould  not  fully  fatisfy  my 

*  vengeance,  were  I  to  truft  any  one  elfe 

*  with  the  execution  of  itl'     Upon  this 
he  plunged  his  fabre  into  the  breaft  of  my 
dear  mifrrefs,  who  had  juft  time  to  turn 
her  eyes  towards  me,  and  give  me  the 
lait  farewel. 

Ah,  Madam,  (continued  the  Arab, 
drowned  in  a  flood  of  tears,  which  the 
remembrance  of  fo  moving  a  fcene  had 
drawivfromhim)  you  cannot  conceive  the 
conditionl  was  in  at  the  fight  of  fo  bloody 
an  aftion.  I  had  till  now  in  amanner  con- 
tinued motionlefs  \vith  furprize;  but  the 
death  of  Abdarmon  foon  brought  me  to 
myfelf  again.  I  gave  a  fhout  that  terri- 
fied thofe  who  held  me;  and  my  fury 
was  fo  great,  that  I  forced  myfelf  from 
them,  and  fell  upon  the  barbarous  Ilek- 
han.  I  foon  got  him  under  my  feet;  and, 
fnatching  a  poniard  from  his  belt,  I  made 
.  iuch  ufe  of  it,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his  (laves 
could  do,  I  gave  him  a  great  many 
wounds  with  it;  but  I  was  fo  befide  my- 
felf, that  they  were  all  but  very  flight 
ones.  I  was  at  length  beat  to  theground 
in  my  turn ;  and  the  fury  of  my  rival 
being  wound  up  to  the  greateft  pitch  by 
feeing  his  blood — 'Traitor  !'  laid  he,  do 
'  not  imagine  chat  my  vengeance  has  no- 
'  thing  worfe  than  death  in  (tore  for  you : 
'  no,  no;  you  muft  not  think  of  going  to 

*  meet  your  Abdannon  ;  I  intend  to  pu- 
'  ni(h  you  in  a  manner  more  terrible  than 

*  any  punifhment  in  ittelf  can  be;'  hav- 
ing upon  this  ordered  his  Haves  to  bind 
me  hand  and  feet.    Ah,  Madam!   (con- 
t,inued  Aben-azar,  with  an  unufual  flood 
4>f  tears)  fliame  an4  dcfpair  \vill  not  let 


me  fpeak ;  what  mail  I  fay  to  you  ?  The 
barbarous  Ilekhan  made  me  ceafe  to  be 
what  I  was,  without  depriving  me  of 
life,  and  afterwards  ordered  me  to  be  car- 
ried, weltering  in  my  blood,  and  in  a  ilate 
of  infenfibility,  to  my  father's  houfe, 
when,  through  compulsion,  or  to  give  him 
the  fooner  the  mortification  of  feeing  me 
in  fo  cruel  a  condition,  the  flaves  knocked 
with  all  their  ftrength. 

My  father,  at  this  noire,  immediately 
got  out  of  bed,  lighted  his  lamp,  and 
came  down  into  the  ftreet.  What  a  fad 
fpeitacle  had  he  then  before  him!  His 
cries  ~raifed  all  our  neighbours ;  I  was 
immediately  carried  to  my  bcd,and  an  able 
furgeon  fent  for,  who  with  his  fpecifick 
herbs  foon  ftaunched  my  blood;  and, 
having  then  applied  an  excellent  ',>•  Jin,  I 
began  to  open  my  eyes,  and  fhewed  fome 
figns  of  life  :  but  I  had  no  foooner  en- 
tirely recovered  the  ufe  of  my  f  enfcs,  than 
on  coniidering  the  fad  condition  I  was> 
in,  and  thelofs  of  Abdarmon,  I  refolved 
to  follow  her.  I  therefore  tore  the  dref- 
fmg  from  my  wounds,  ari-3  gave  iuch 
figns  of  defpair,  that  the  itfTiftants  were 
obliged  to  tte  me,  and  cure  me  in  fpite 
of  myfelf.  My  father  was  perfectly  mad, 
when  he  heard  that  it  was  Ilekhan  that 
had  ufed  me  fo  barbaroufly.  He  would 
have  gone  direftly  to  his  houfe,  to  revenge 
the  indignity  done  me,  by  his  death;  but* 
I  hindered  him.  '  Leave  to  myfelf,  my 
'  lord,'  faid  I,  '  that  care;  and  if  you 
4  have  any  regard  rcill  kit  for  me,  do  not 
c  make  my  fname  public k  in  Aden.  I 
'  fliall  find  out  means  of  punifhing  my 
'  enemy  for  his  cruelty.'  My  father 
yielded  to  my  fequeft.  In  fine,  Madam, 
in  about  four  years  time,  I  fourid  myfeLf 
in  a  condition  to  execute  what  I  had  pro- 
.poied.  Bv.t  1  mull  firft  acquaint  you 
with  what  happened  at  Ilekhan's  houfe, 
after  the  barbarous  ufage  I  had  received 
from  him,  and  the  punifhment  of  the 
flave  that  had  given  me  admittance  t» 
Ahdamion. 

The  wre'ch  immediately  fent  for  Sa- 
man,  though  the  night  visas  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced. As  the  meffenger  p.fiured  him 
it  was  on  bufmefs  of  importance,  he  made 
no  itay,  but  came  immediately  with  him. 
«  My  lord/  laid  Ilekhan  to  him,  '  if 
*  you  were  in  my  place,  and  after  the 
'  rtricleft  charges  given  to  yo'ir  daugh- 
'  ter  to  have  no  correfpondence  witk 
'  Aben-ar;ar,  you  mould  find  them  to- 
'  gethercoHipiring  your  ruin,  and  in  fuch 
*  a  manner 
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*  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
'  of  their  having  already  dcftroyed  your 

*  honour,    what  meafures  would   you 
<  take  on  finding  your  love  fo  cruelly 
'  defpifed?'— '  The  quickeft  and  moil 
'  violent,'  anfvvered  Saman.     '  In  my 

*  juft  anger  I  would  bury  my  poniard  in 

*  their  hearts.' — '  I  am  very  glad/  replied 
Ilekhan,  '  that  we  think  alike:  come  and 

*  fee  if  I  know  how  to  revenge  an  in- 

*  fhlt;'  and  upon  this  he  conducted  him 
to  Abdarmon's  apartment;  and,   after 
fke\ving  hev  to  him,   weltering  in  her 
Hood,  acquainted  him  in  a  few  words 
in  what  manner  he  had  punifhed  my  lone 
for  her. 

Saman  could  not  but  (hudder  at  the 
fight  pf  his  murdered  daughter  j  for  what 
lie  bad  faid  proceeded  rather  from  the 
hatred  that  prevailed  between  our  fami- 
lies, than  real  opinion.  However,  as  he 
fcad  himielf  condemned'  us,  he  could  not 
recal  his  frntence;  fo  that  this  tragical 
event  fervid  only  to  confirm  him  in  his 
averfion;  nftd,  with  a  view  ot  doing  us 
all  the  mifchief  in  his  power  when  any 
opportunity  mould  offer,  he  united  hirn- 
felf  more  firmly  than  ever  with  Ilekhan 
and  his  father,  in  order  to  accomplish  his 
wicked  defighs. 

As  the  cowardly  Saman  made  no  noife 
of  Abdarrnon's  death,  I  began  to  ima- 
gine that  he  had  formed  fomeevil  dtfign.v: 
1  therefore  left  Aden;  and  meeting  with 
a  company  of  wild  Arabs  that  infefted 
the  neighbourhood,  I  begged  of  them  to 
admit  me  among  them.  I  was  well  ac- 
quainted, by  means  of  a  faithful  (lave, 
with  all  the  proceedings  of  my  enemies; 
and,  being  one  day  informed  that  they 
weve  all  three  out  of  town  in  order  to 
tjieiul  ibine  days  at  a  country-houle  of 
Saman's;  as  I  knew  the  place  perfectly 
•well,  and  in  what  manner  it  could  be 
furprrzed,  I  propofed  to  the  chief  of  the 
Bedouins  to  make  him  mailer  in  one  night 
of  more  than  ahundred  thoufand  lequins, 
profiled  he  gave  me  a  lurHcient  detach- 
ment, and  leave  to  be  fully  revenged  on 
three  of  the  crucieil  enemies  I  had  in  the 
world. 

The  Arab  received  my  propofal  with 
Joy :  I  picked  out  twenty  refolute -fellows ; 
I  informed  them  of  my  intentions,  and 
conducted  them  all  at  night  to  Saman's 
cowntry-houfe,  and  even  led  them  to  the 
haU,  where  he  was  at  table  with  Ilekhan 
and  his  father,  after  having  fee u red  fome 
f..ive',,  whole  cries  might  have  made  our 
project  inifcarry.  1  -.vas  fo  well  difguiled 


that  it  was  impofiible  to  know  me.  Wi 
immediately  fecured  my  enemies;  and", 
with  our  poniards  to  their  throats,  threat- 
ened inilantly  to  take  away  their  lives, 
if  they  did  not  give  each  or"  them  a  note, 
by  which  we  might  receive  the  cafes  in 
which  they  kept  their  diamonds.  This 
they  confented  to,  thinking  thereby  to 
lave  their  lives;  but  they  had  no  fooner 
complied,  than  I  immediately  laid  hold  of 
them,  and  ordeisd  their  hands  and  feet 
to  be  tied,  their  mouths  gagged,  and  they 
and  their  flavcs  to  be  driven  by  blows  into 
a  litth  wood,  which  the  company  I  be-- 
longed  to  had  that  night  chofen  for  a  re- 
treat. I  then  delivered  their  notes  to  our 
chief,  who  thought  proper  to  be  himfelf 
the  bearer  of  them;  and  having  difguifed 
himfelf  for  that  purpofe,  with  three  other 
Arabs,  went  at  day-break  to  Aden, 
where  the  clerks  of  Saman,  Ik-khan  and 
his  father,  (for  the  two  la(t  dealt  likewife 
in  jewels)  feeing  their  mailers  orders  ib 
precife,  made  no  difficulty  of  giving  up 
their  diamonds.  I  afterwards  related  all 
my  adventures  to  our  chief,  the  cruelty 
of  Saman,  and  the  barbarous  ufage  of 
Ilekhan.  *  Take  vengeance,'  faid  he, '  of 
'  the  traitors;  I  give  them  up  to  ycmv 
'  difcretion :  but  it  mufl  not  be  to  pardon 
'  them:  if  you  did,  I  mould  mylelf  be 
'  their  executioner  and  your's.'  Upon 
this  I  fet  the  Haves  at  liberty,  that  they 
mould  not  know  me  agiin ;  and,  having 
thrown  off  the  cloaths  that  hincjowjd  my 
enemies  from  knowing  me,  I  foon  ap- 
peared to  them  for  what  I  was.  They 
Ihuddered  atthe  fight  of  me;  and  the  tears 
with  which  they  implored  forgivenefs 
began  to  move  me  to  compaflion,  when 
calling  to  mind  their  barbarity,  I  re- 
proached them  with  it  in  the  moll  furi- 
ous terms.  I  immediately  difpatched 
Saman  and  the  father  of  Ilekhan  with  my 
poniard  :  as  for  Ilekhan  himfelf,  there 
was  no  torment  I  could  think  of,  that  I 
did  not  inflict  on  my  bafe  and  cruel  rival 
before  I  put  him  to  death  ;  I  even  can- 
not think,  without  horror,  upon  what  I 
made  .him  furfer.  But  what  will  not  a 
man  do,  when  injured  in  ib  cruel  a  man- 
ner ?  After  having  thus  compleated  my 
nice,  I  thought  immediately  to 
leave  die  Bedouins;  but  it  was  danger- 
ous to  aflbciate  one's  felf  with  fuch  kind 
of  people,  as  one  cannot  withdraw  from 
thun  when  one  pleafes.  The  affair  of 
the  diamonds  had  acquired  me  great  re- 
putation among  them ;  it  was  conducted 
ici  prudently,  that  our  chief  confided  en, 
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tirel'y  in  me.  He  was  therefore  fo  far 
from  letting  me  go,  that  he  would  un- 
dertake nothing  for  the  future  without 
mv  advice;  am!  thus  have  I  been  obliged 
to-remain  with  him  theie  two  months  palt, 
till  yellerday  your  fyoufe  killed  him  with 
his  own  hand.  As  we  bought  this  vic- 
tory very  dear  by  the  lofs  of  eight  hun- 
dred Arabs,  and  ov.rftrength  was  there- 
by greatly  weakened,  it  was  not  thought 
proper,  for  fear  of  a  furpnze,  to  divide 
the  plunder  on  the  field  of  battle:  we 
therefore  removed  it  all;  and  as  your 
coffin  was  adorned  with  je\vels,  I  had  the 
charge  of  it.  We  did  not  begin  to  divide 
it  till  we  reached  the  place,  at  which,  on 
pretence  of  throwing  you  into  a  little 
river,  which  is  pretty  deep  in  fome  places, 
I  parted  company  with  the  Bedouins. 
The  confufion  and  dilbrder  that  then 
reigned  amongft  them,  did  not  permit 
them  to  take  notice  of  my  abfence,  which 
I  am  now  refolved  to  take  advantage  of, 
and  endeavour,  by  doing  all  the  good  I 
can,  to  obtain  pardon  for  my  crimes. 
And  indeed,  Madam,  I  mall  never  have 
done  reproaching  myfelf  with  my  un- 
heard-of cruelty  towards  my  enemies. 

You  have  now,  Madam,  had  a  fhort 
but  fad  relation  of  all  my  misfortunes. 
Judge,  therefore,  if  you  need  to  fcruple 
to  repoie  an  entire  confidence  in  me,  when 
I  offer  to  conduct  you  wherever  you  may 
think  proper  to  go. 


CONTINUATION     OF    THE    HISTORY 
OF  ZEBD-EL-CATON. 

ILiftened  (continued  the  beautiful 
Queen  of  Aftracan)  with  great  atten- 
tion to  to  Aben-azar's  relation;  and,  as  I 
thought  I  could  not  fall  into  lafer  hands, 
I  agreed  to  his  propofal,  and  we  both  fet 
out  by  bye  roads  for  Aden.  He  was 
under  fome  apprehenfion  of  being  fu- 
fpected  with  having  had  a  hand  in  the 
murder  of  his  enemies;  for  which  reafon 
we  did  not  enter  the  town  till  after  night- 
fall, and  went  directly  to  his  father's 
houfe,  to  whom  he  gave  an  account  of 
the  horrible  vengeance  he  had  taken  of 
,thtm,  and  in  what  manner  he  had  met 
me.  The  old  man  was  ready  to  die  with 
joy  at  the  return  of  his  fon,  of  whom  he 
had  heard  nothing  for  a  long  time ;  and  he 
received  me  likewile  with  great  kindnefs; 
jfcd,  as  it  was  his  intereft  to  aflign  fome 


good  caufii  for  his  Con's  abfence,  he  gave 
out  that  he  had  been  at  Saaquem* ;  where 
he  had  married  me.  Few  perfons  were 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  Aben-azar's 
diigrace,  except  the  iiargeon  who  took 
care  of  him  during  his  illnefs ;  and  he 
was  now  dead,  and  Ilekhan  had  never 
made  a  boaft  of  his  vengeance.  As  I  ran 
no  riik  in  countenancing  fa  well-invented 
a  ftory,  I  pafled  at  Aden  for  this  young 
man's  wife,  and  remained  there  as  fuch 
for  about  three  years.  I  delired  he  mould 
not  inform  his  father  who  I  really  was, 
but  give  the  old  man  to  underftand  that 
I  was  the  widow  of  a  Tartar xwho  had 
been  killed  by  the  Bedouins  at  his  return 
from  Mecca.  He  complied  with  my  re- 
queit;  but  his  doing  fo  had  like  to  liave 
been  very  prejudicial  to  me. 

Aben-azar's  father,  though  advanced 
in  years,  was  ftill  a  well-looking  man. 
I  behaved  towards  him  with  the  greateit 
complaifance  and  refpeft;  which  he  pro- 
bably imagined  he  could  not  better  ac- 
knowledge than  by  making  love  to  me. 
I  believe  he  liruggled  with  his  paffion  for 
a  long  time  before  he  made  any  declara- 
tion of  it;  but  at  length  he  confirmed 
himfelf  fo  well  in  his  refolution,  that  he. . 
thought  proper  to  open  his  heart  to  mei. 
Though  of  an  imperious  temper,  he  made 
ufe  of  fome  precautions  in  acquainting 
me  with  his  intentions,  which  he  inform- 
ed me  of  in  a  pretty  odd  manner.    '  You 
pafs  in  Aden,'  laid  he,  '  for  my  fan's 
wife;  but,  at  the  fame  time  that  people 
extol  his  choice  of  your  psrfon,  they 
pity  him,  Madam,  on  account  of  youf 
barrennefs :  thefe  .difcourfes  give  me 
great  uneafmefs,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
a  difcovery  of  our  impofition  would 
furnifh  fufficient  proofs  of  his  having 
murdered  Ilekhan,  and  our  two  other 
enemies.   The  memory  of  our  quarrel 
begins  to  revive,  and  people  fpeak  of 
the  cruel  vengeance  taken  of  my  fonj 
I  haveeven  heard  ibme  reports fuificient 
to  make  ill-natured  people  believe  that 
my  fon  is  guilty.     I  cannot  be  eafy  in 
fo  critical  a  conjuncture  ;  and  there  is 
no  one  but  yourfclf,  Mad"m,  \vho  can 
put  an  end  to  fuch  \iifagreeable  and 
dangerous  reports.' — '  I,  Sir!'  faid  I, 
n  the  greateft  furpri/ej  '  I  am  too  fen- 
fible  of  every  thing  that  concerns  you, 
to  refufe  you  any  thing.    Only  fpeak, 
my  lord^  let  me  know  how  I  may  make 
you  eafy,  and  you  fliall  immediately: 


*  This  town  lies  on  the  Red  Sea, 
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fee  me  do  every  thing  in  my  power, 
and  with  the  greateft  joy,  to  give  you 
fatisf.'iJtion.' — '  Well  then,  Madam," 
eplied  the  amorous  old  man,  '  you  can 
only  do  it  in  this  manner :  as  my  fon 
is  not  capable  of  flopping  the  tongues 
of  ill-natured  people,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  make  up  his  infuiiiciency,  as  I 
do  not  tis  yet  think  mylelf  too  old  to 
put  an  end  to  a  barrennefs  that  is  the 
common  fuhjeftof  difcourle  in  Aden: 
confent  to  become  a  mother,  Madam, 
and  let  it  be  by  my  means.  By  fb 
doing  you  will  d'ifconcert  my  enemies, 
who  will  take  my  own  children  for  my 
Ep-and-  children ;  and,  by  ceafing  to  rea- 
fon  on  a  fubrjeft  which  cnufes  me  the 
greuteft  uneafmefs,  the  life  of  my  fen 
will  befecured/ 

I  was  fin-prized  to  the  laft  degree 
(continued  Zebtl-El-caton)  at  the  old 
man's  propofal.  I  was  often  on  the  point 
of  letting  him  know  who  I  was  :  but,  as  I 
apprehended  he  would  look  upon  my  de- 
claration as  a  mere  pretence  for  refuting 
his  requeft,  I  thought  proper  to  turn  his 
love  into  a  jo'/ce.  This  gave  him  offence, 
and  we  at  laft  quarrelled.  Some  time 
afte; ,  he  came  and  aiked  pardon  lor  his 
rudenefs,  but  notwithftanding,  renewed 
his  arguments  fo  often  and  fo  eagerly,  as 
to  give  me  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  in 
pain  for  the  confequences  of  his  extrava- 
gant paflion.  I  therefore  thought  proper 
to  inform  the  fon  of  it :  he  aiked  me  a 
thoufand  pardons;  and,  taking  arefolu- 
tion  worthy  of  an  honeft  man,  made  me 
a  propofal  of  embarking  on  board  a  fhip 
that  was  to  fail  next  day  for  Ormus; 
and  I  complied  with  the  greateft  pleafure. 
Upon  this,  he  iupplkd  himfelf  with 
jewels:  we  both  went  on  board,  and  -were 
at  a  good  di.lance  from  Aden  before  the 
ridiculous  lover  had  any  fufpicion  ot  our 
flight. 

You  muft  now,  my  lord,  reprefent  me 
to  yourfelf  at  fea  with  Aben-a;ar,  with 
an  intention  of  fetting  out  for  Aftracan, 
as  foon  as  we  fhould  arrive  at  Ormus. 
The  winds  proved  very  favourable,  and 
we  were  in  hourly  expectation  of  reach- 
ing our  port,  when  a  terrible  ftorm  fur- 
prized 'us,  which,  after  bea'ingour  veffel 
For  fixteen  days  fucceliively ,  at  lalt  da<hed 
h  to  pieces  a^ainft  a  rock  that  feerned  to 
lie  at  rto  great  diftance  from  the  main 
land.  Few  of  us  perifhed  by  this  fhip- 
wreck,  as  we  floated  afhore  on  the  re- 
mamsof  the  veffel.  But  j"dge  what  was 
our  furprize,  when  our  pilot  informed  us 


that  we  were  on  a  defart  ifland,  to  whicftr 
the  King  of  Serendib  generally  banilhcd 
fuch  of  his  fubjecls  as  deierved  dcuth; 
that  there  came  no  fhip  to  it  but  once  a. 
year,  and  that  ibmetimcs»  even  for  want 
of  criminals,  there  did  not  come  any 
fhip  for  man j  years. 

This  was  very  difagreeable  news.  We 
furveyed  the  ifland  however,  but  found 
only  a  few  flight  houics  in  ruins,  and  no 
inhabitants.  For  a  whole  month  together 
\vef-,:  hlillcd  by  dint  of  ceconomy  on  fome 
proviiions  which  the  waves  brought  us 
from  the  wreck,  and  were  afterwards 
obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  fome  fruits  of 
a  very  difagreeable  tafte.  In  fine,  my 
lore!,  the  greateft  part  of  the  fhip's  com- 
pany were  dead  through  want  and  hard- 
fhip,  when  we  perceived  at  fome  diftance 
a  fhip  that  feemed  to  be  bound  for  the 
ifland  j  nor  were  we  deceived  in  our  con- 
jeclurci;  it  proved  to  be  a  fhip  with  cri- 
minals from  Serendib,  by  whom  we 
learned  that  no  fhip  had  been  there  for 
three  years  before;  and  had  this  fliip  ar- 
rived but  a  few  days  later,  we  fhould  have- 
all  infallibly  perifhed. 

The  criminals,  who  amounted  to  five 
only,  were  put  aihore  with  fome  few 
eatables;  and  then,  the  captain  having 
taken  us  on  board,  we  let  fail  fcr  Onnus. 

There  now  remained  but  nine  of  us 
alive;  Aben-azar  was  of  their  number  ^ 
and  I  arrived  fafe  with  him  at  Serendib. 
I  mall  not  enlarge,  my  lord,  on  the  riches 
and  magnificence  of  this  youngmonarch, 
but  muft  juft  tell  you,  that  he  is  one  of 
the  wifeftand  moil  powerful  kings  in  the 
whole  world,  and  that  he  received  us 
with  the  grtateft  diltinilion.  My  fuf- 
ftrings  on  the  defart  ifland,  and  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  voyage,  had  made  fuch  an 
im;,reflion  on  me,  that  I  was  no  longer 
the  f::me  perfon.  His  maiefty»  however, 
thought  he  coulddrftingvifh  fome  remains 
of  beauty  in  my  features;  and,  having 
ordered  that  I  fhould  be  treated  with  the 
greateft  tendernefs  and  ref]>eft,  reft  and 
good  fare  fbon  made  Rich  an  alteration 
in  me  for  the  better,  as  engaged  his  ma- 
jefty's  particular  attention. 

I  lodged  with  Aben-azar,  who  alway* 
paffed  for  my  hufband,  in  a  houle  near 
the  palace,  and  received  every  moment 
frefh  marks  of  the  defire  his  majefty  had 
cf  contributing  to  my  fatisfaftion ;  but  his 
aflk! wities  were  too  refpe&ful  toalarm  my 
modelty.  His  pafTion,  however,  increased 
daily,  and  in  a  fhort  time  became  fo 
violent,  that  he  refolvedto  do  every  thing 
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that  in  juftice  could  be  done,  to  break 
a  union  whofe  clofenefs  created  him  ib 
much  iealoufy.  He  fent  for  Aben-azar; 
and,  after  having  made  ufe  of  the  greatelt 
precautions  to  difrover  his  love  to  him, 
he  offered  him  immenfe  riches,  and  his 
choice  beiides  of  twenty  of  the  fineii  wo- 
men in  his  feraglio,  if  he  would  but  fur- 
render  me  to  him,  and  engage  me  to 
make  his  paffion  a  fuitable  return. 

Aben-azar,  my  lord,  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  fecrets  of  my  heart, 
and  knew  that  I  would  pay  but  little  re- 
gard to  the  king's  interefted  fentiments, 
was    thunder-ftnick    at   this    propofal. 
My  lord,'  faid  he  to  the  king,  '  if  it 
depended  on  me  alone  to  fatisfy  your 
majefty's  defires,  I  affure  you  I  would 
readily  facrifice  my  own  interefts  and 
inclination;  but,  when   I  married  the 
beautiful  Fatme,'  (this  was  the  name  I 
jave  myfelf  at  Aden  and  at  Serendib) 
I  bound  myfelf,  by  the  molt  dreadful 
imprecations,    never   to  divorce   her 
agai nit  her  confent.    If,  therefore,  you 
can  prevail  on  her  to  confent  to  my 
parting  with  her,  I  (wear  nottooppofe 
her  inclinations,  notwithstanding  the 
grief  I  muit  feel  at  the  lols  of  a  wife  of 
fb  much  merit,  but  (hull  fur-render  her 
to  you  direcliy.     But  you  muft  pre- 
pare  her   for   the  propofal  by  every 
-.kind  and  engaging  means  your  inge 
mous   love  can  devife;   otherwife  me 
would  certainly  take  fright  at  the  bare 
thoughts  of  a  feparation,  which  (he  has 
a  thoufa-nd   times  affured  me    would 
make  her  the  unhappieft  woman  in  the 
whole  world.' 

It  was  impoffible  to  anfwer  the  King 
of  Serendib  in  a  more  prudent  and  dif- 
creet  manner.  The  amoroi  s  monarch 
embraced  Aben-azar  a  thoi'fand  times, 
and  loaded  him  with  favours. 

I  was  foon  made  acquainted  with  the 
king's  pretenfiovts.  Whatever  reluctance 
I  felt  in  flattering  a  paflfion  to  which  I 
refolved  to  make  no  concdiions  contrary 
to  thole  tender  (entiments  which  my 
heart  ever  cherimed  for  your  augvft  ma- 
jefty,  Aben-azar  recommended  the  im- 
•pofition  with  fuch  folid  arguments,  that 
I  was  obliged  to  feign  and  exprei's  fome 
regard  for  this  prince.  He  no  (boner  be- 
gan to  perceiv  e,  as  he  imagined,  the  pro- 
grels.he  had  made  in  my  affections,  than 
he  crave  the  mod  open  marks  of  his  fatis- 
faclion  by  athoufand  publick  rejoicings, 
where  profufion  and  magnificence  vied 
yv'ith  each  other.  Aben-azar  even,  my 


lord,  who  as  wejl  as  myfelf  imagined  you 
were  dead,  advU'ed  me  with  great  ear- 
neftnefs  to  make  the  king's  tendcrnefs  a 
fuitable  return,  and  accept  of  the  crown 
of  Serendib.  But  I  can  eafily  afiure  you, 
my  lord,  and  the  reft  of  my  adventures 
prove  it,  that  I  never  ferioudy  liftened  to 
the  propofal,  however  glorious  it  might 
have  been.  In  iine,  the  monarch,  who 
had  abftained  for  three  months  from  any 
precife  declaration,  began  to  flatter  him- 
lelf  fo  much  with  the  hopes  of  being 
loved,  and  o,f  obtaining  my  confent  for  a 
Ieparation  from  Aben-azar,  that  he  was 
on  die  point  ot  offering  me  his  hand  and 
his  throne,  when  Abubeker's  arrival  at 
Serendib  put  an  end  to  all  his  defigns. 

I  (hall  now  leave,  my  lord,  to  this 
faithful  fubject  the  care  of  acquainting 
your  majefty  with  the  reft  of  my  adven- 
tures ;  and  (hall  only  tell  you,  that  I  was 
tran (ported  with  ioy  when  I  learned  from 
him  that  you  were  (rill  alive;  the  know- 
leu^e  of  which  made  me  think  it  proper 
to  inform  tlie  King  Of  Serendib  of  my 
rank,  and  the  irnpoi.tion  of  Aben-azar. 
However  amorous  this  monarch  was,  as 
foon  as  he  got  the  better  of  the  amaze- 
ment caufed  in  him  by  the  relation  of  my 
own  and  your  maiei.y's  adventures,  lie 
generoufly  renounced  his  pretenfions  to 
a  heart  that  ccv.ld  not  cor.ient  to  be  his, 
and  offered  me  every  afliilance  within 
the  reach  of  his  preatnefs  for  my  return 
to  Aftracan.  I  only  accepted  of  a  (hip 
to  carry  me  to  Ormus.  Our  voyage  has 
been  happy.  After  this,  I  crofted  Perfia 
with  no  other  company  than  that  of  the 
faithful  Aben-azar,  (who  I  now  prefent 
to  your  ma'eily)  and  Abubtker,  who 
did  not  knew  who  I  was :  and  I  have 
had  the  comfort,  my  lord,  of  reftoring 
you  your  light  j  and  along  with  it  a 
fpoufe,  who  has  always  counted  it  hi- 
therto, and  will  ever  count  it,  her  chief 
happinefs  to  pleafe  y^.T  majefty,  and  to 
be  tenderly  loved  by  him. 

The  King  of  Aftracan  corM  not  re- 
tain his  tears  at  thefe  new  afiurances  of 
tendernefs  riven    him    by    his    beloved 
Zebd-El-caton.    On  his  iide,  he  vowed 
her  a  thoufand   Lmies  an  eternal  love; 
and  afterwards,  t-  rning  to  Abubekei , 
defired  him  to  fjx-^.k  in  his  turn .  '  What- 
ever impatience  I  may  have,  my  dear 
friend,  to  hear  the  conchifion  of  the 
adventures  cf  my  beautiful 'queen,  ,1 
mv.fi:  defire  you  will  not  omit  any  cir- 
cumftances  of  thofe  you  muft  yourfelf 
S  z  '  have 
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«  have  met  in  fo  long  a  voyage.  I  make 
'  no  doubt  but  force  of  them  have  beea 
«  fir.gular  enough.;  but,  be  that  as  it 
*  will,  I  am  ready  to  hear  you- with  the 
«  greatell  pieafr.re.' 

Abubeicer  replied  only  by  a  very  pro- 
found inclination,  to  %nify  his  obe- 
dience; and  then  returning  to  his  i'eat, 
gave  his  majeity  an  account  of  what  had 
happened  to  him  fince  his  departure  from 
Albracan,-in  the  following  manner. 


THE   ADVENTURES    OF    THE  PHYSI- 
CIAN ABUB2KER. 

YO  U  know,  my  lord,  that  the  joke? 
of  the    phyficians    of  Altracan 
proved  a  powerful  motive  to  ip.urme  on 
to  undertake  this  voyage;  but  I  muft 
candidly  own,  that  I  foon  began  to  repent 
jny  having  given  credit  to  the  Arabian 
manufcript.     I  was  very  young  when  I 
read  it;    ib  that  I  retained  but  a  very 
imperfect  and  confufed  notion  of  it's 
contents,  and  was  no  ways  certain  that 
the  bird  in  quelvion  was  to  be  found  at 
Serendib  :  I  refolved,  therefore,  before  I 
took  ,the  road  for  that  ifland,  to  go  and 
CGnlv-li  fome  of  thole  famous  philofo- 
phers  who  live  on  a  irnall  mountain  in 
the  heart  of  India.      I  therefore  left 
Aft  mean  with  this  intention;  and,  after 
eroding  the  Cafpian  Sea,  arrived  at  Der- 
bent*,  where  I  fought,  in  vain,  for  the 
woman  I  wanted  to  reftore  your  majefty's 
fight ;  fhe  was  not  to  be  found  there,  or 
in  any  other  part  of  Perfia.    I  then  went 
to  Tauris,  from  Tanris  to  Hifpahan,  and 
from  Hifpahan  to  Gchiraz,  where  I  made 
fome  ftay.     But  may  I  take  the  liberty 
of  acquainting  you,  Sir,  with  my  adven- 
tures in  this  city  ?  I  think  I  may,  as  your 
majefty  has  fo.  peremptorily  commanded 
me  not  to  hide  any  part  of  them  ;  and 
this   part  may  afford  you  fome  diver- 
fion. 

I  had  heard  fome  people  fpeak  of  the 
.cadi  of  Sclu'raz's  daughter,  as  of  a  com- 
pleat  beauty.  I  had  often  ieen  her  pafs 
by  the  door  of  the  hoi:fe  where  I  lodged ; 
and,  though  her  face  and  her  fliape  were 
hid  by  alaigennd  very  thick  veil,  I  had 
formed  to  myfelf  Ib  ravi  filing  an  idea  of 
her  perfections,  that  I  entirely  bit  my 
ap;;ctite.  But  a  fudclen  bjalt  of  wind 
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having  one  day  raifed  the  veil  that  hid  fo 
many  perfections,  the  fight  cf  them  daz- 
zled ma -fo  much,  that  I  refolved  to  try 
every  means  of  gaining  the  heart  of  fo 
accomplished  a  lady.     I  did  not  recol- 
lect that  I  was  almoft  fifty,  and  cunfe- 
quently  no  longer  at  an  age  proper  to 
excite  tender  c\  fires  in  the  heart  of  a 
young  perfon  ;  my  foolifli  paflion  made 
me  forget  every  thing.     I  acquainted  an 
old  woman  who  lived  in  the  cadi's  neigh- 
bourhood, and  had  accefs  to  his  ho  :(e, 
with  my 'love  for  Schahariar,  (thi;  was 
my  charmei  s  nr.n.ti)  and  promil'e  i  her  a, 
conlide;able  fum  if  (he  could  make  any 
imrJrefiion  on  the  young  lady's  heart  in 
my  favour.     The  old  woman  pretended 
to  go  about  the  affair  with  great  earaeft- 
nefs ;  and,  after  reprefenting  my  miitrefs 
to  me  iometimes  cruel,  and  iometimes 
compaffionate,  at  laft  aflured  me  that  fhe 
was,  ready  to  make  me  happy.     I  paid 
dearly  for  this  information,  and  prepared 
myfelf  for  the  rendezvous  I  had  received. 
I  drefTed  myfelf  in  the  moft  elegant  man- 
ner I  could,  and  failed  not  to  attend  at 
the  hour  appointed.     The  old  woman 
introduced  me  into  the  cadi's  houfe;  and 
a  young  female- flave  having  conducted 
me  by  a  back-ftair  to  the   top  of  the 
lioufe,  fliut  me  up  in  a  clofet,  where"  the 
object  of  my  wi/hes  foon  after  made  her 
appearance.     I  was  fo  ravimed  with  the 
fight  of  her,  that  I  immediately  threw 
myfeif  at  her  feet;    which  I  was  em- 
bracing, in  fpite  of  all  the  refiftance  fhe 
could  make,  without  being  able  to  fpeak 
a  fingle  word,  when  the  cadi  her  father 
entered  the  room.    I  was  thunder-fti  ucfc 
at  the  fight  of  him ;  and  Sc'nahariaj  fainted 
away  on  feeing  the  fury  that  appeared  in 
his  eyes.     He  ordered  her  to  berernoved 
to  her  apanfnent;    and  I  remained  the 
Ible  object  of  his  vengeance.     At  firft  he 
appeared  determined  to  have  me  imme- 
diately put  to  death;    but  changed  his 
relblution,  ordering  me  to  be  bound  hand 
and  foot,  and  left  me  in  the  ch.. 
two  flaves  till  the  day  following;  when 
he  intended  to  punifh  my  infolence  in  a 
publick  and  exemplary  manner. 

It  is  impoflible  for  me,  my  lord,  (con- 
tinued Abubeker)  to  make  you  fenfible 
of  my  grief  and  conful'ion  in  this  ihd 
fituation.  I  law  I  was  to  die ;  but  I  was 
only  forry  for  it  on  your  majcfty's  ac- 


*  A  town  of  the  province  of  Scrvan  in  Perfia,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Caucafus.  This  town 
is  called  Temir-Capi,  or  Gate  of  lion,  becaufe  it  is  a  pais  that  iecuies  Perfia  froRi  the  in- 
roads of  it's  enemic:. 

count, 
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count.    I  did  nothing  but  reproach  my- 
felf with  being  the  caufe  of  rendering 
your  lufterings  perpetual.     I  thought  I 
could  diicover  in  the  flaves  that  watched 
me  feme  figns  of  compaffion   for  my 
concern.     I  offered  them  every  thing  in 
my  power  if  they  could  let  me  efcape. 
At  firft  they  rejected  my  propofal ;    but 
one  of  them,  feigning  himfelf  more  af- 
fefteu  with  my  diftrefs  than  the  other,  > 
nt  length  argued  his  companion  into  a 
compliance :  -  nothing  therefore  remain- 
ed but  to  determine  in  what  manner  I 
fhould  make  my  efcape.      The  clofet 
where  I  was  had  a  little  window  to  the 
ftreet;    and   they   propofed  letting   me 
<k>wn  by  it  into  the  ftreet  with  the  ropes 
that  ferved  to  bind  me.     I  accepted  the 
propofal  with  joy;  :in:i,  after  being  un- 
tied, prepared  myfelf  to  put  it  in  execu- 
tion; but  unluckily  the  window  was  fo 
fmall,  that  with  much  ado  I  could  s;et 
nakedthrough.it.     I  made  no  difficulty 
of  ftripping  myfeif  for  that  purpoie  all 
to  my  lliirt,  my  keepers  promising  to 
throw  me  my  cloaths  as  foon  as  I  was 
got  down.    I  then,  with  ibme  difficulty, 
worked  my  way  through  the  window, 
and  Hipped  down  the  rope,  which  unfor- 
tunately proved  too  mort  for  my  pur- 
pofe ;    and  the  darkneis   of    the   night 
hindered  me  from  feeing  how  much  it 
wanted  of  reaching  the  ground.     How- 
ever, as  there  was  no  other  way  left  of 
efcaping  the  cadi's  anger,  I  refolved  to 
let  myfelf  fall  to  the  ground  at  all  events  : 
accordingly  I  let  go  my  hold.     But  I 
leave  your  majefty  to  judge  of  my  fur- 
prize,  when  I  found  myfelf  f  :nounded 
with  a  net  that  had  been  placed  on  pur- 
ppfe  to  receive  me,  and  heard  my  guards 
ready  to  bur  ft  with  laughing  at  the  con- 
dition I  was  in.  Ah,  my  lord  !  you  can- 
not conceive  the  grcatnefs  of  my  grief 


and  rage  in  finding  that  I  had  been  thu» 
tricked  by  Schahariar,  and  that  fhe  took 
fo  cruel  a  vengeance  of  my  paffion  for 
her.     I  made  a  thoufarsd  fad  reflections 
on  my  misfortunes,   and  as  many  at- 
tempts to  toixe  the  mefties  of  my  net ; 
but  ail  in  vain,  the  fcheme  was  too  well 
concerted.     I  pafled  the  night,   which 
was  pretty  cold,  in  this  cruel  fituaticn; 
and  the  next  day  had  the  mortification  of 
feeing  all  Schiraz  flock  about  me  to  fee 
fo  diverting  a  fpe&acle.     In  fine,   the 
cadi  put  an  end  to  the  entertainment  in 
the  evening.     The  net  was  let  down,  I 
was  taken  out  of  it;  and  then  received, 
by  his  directions,  fifty  ftrokes  of  a  ftick, 
well  laid  on,  on  the  ioles  of  my  feet : 
they  then  returned  me  my  cloaths,  and 
let  me  loofe  to  return  to  my  lodging  by 
favour  of  the  night.     I  got  home  with 
fome  difficulty,  without  letting  my  land- 
lord know  the  real  caufe  of  my  abfencc. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  firlt  fpe&ators  of 
my  difgrace,  but  happily  without  know- 
ing who  I  was.     However,  I  had  th_e 
mortification  of  hearing  my  adventure 
related  from  beginning  to  er.d,  and  evcu 
of  being  obliged  to  laugh  heartily  at  the 
fcene,  for  fear  cf  leaving  him  any  room 
to  fufpeft  me  of  having  acled  the  princi- 
pal part  in  it. 

You  may  well  imagine,  my  lord,  that 
I  foon  got  the  better  of  my  paffion,  and 
that  I  made  no  great  ftay  at  Schiraz, 
where  I  had  been  played  Inch  a  trick. 
The  day  following  I  let  out  for  Ormus  $ 
where,  going  on  board  the  firft  fhip 
bound  for  India,  we  landed  at  Diu*« 
but  I  had  no  better  fuccefs  here  than  elfe- 
wherej  what  I  wanted  was  not  to  be 
fornd.  I  then  traverled  part  of  India  ; 
and  at  length  arrived  at  the  habitation  of 
the  Sages,  or  Gymnofophitls,  of  India  f. 
Thefe  philofophers  live  on  a  very  high 


*  The  ifland  of  Diu  is  at  about  twenty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gulp'i  of  Cambsy  ; 
the  Indians  calling  it  Dive,  but  pronounce  this  laft  Ltter  ver-y  ibftly.  This  word, in  the  Indian 
language,  fignifies  Ifland  ;  and  this  ifland  is  tailed  fimply  Dili,  or  Dive,  by  way  cf  eminence. 

•f-  This  habitation  of  the  wife  Indians,  who  differed  but  very  little  fiom  the  Jogues  or 
Joguis,  of  w';om  I  have  already  made  mention,  is  tituated  ji:ft  in  the  center  of  India.  On 
the  mountain  where  they  dwe!t  there  was  a  (acred  well,  and  the  moft  folemn  oath  a  man  could 
take  was  to  fwear  by  this  well  j  near  which  there  was  to  be  feen  a  great  bafon  in  form  of  a 
chaffing-diih,  full  of  fire,  that  yielded  a  lead-colour  flame,  without  fmell  or  fmoke,and  with- 
out ever  riiing  higher  than  the  edges  of  the  bafon.  To  this  place  the  Indians  ufed  to  come 
to  purity  themfelves  of  the  fins  they  had  committed;  for  which  rcafon  the  fages  called  this 
well  '  the  Well  of  Sin;'  and  the  bafon,  '  the  Bafon  of  Pardon.'  Here  were  likewife  two 
tuns  of  black  (tone,  one  for  rain,  and  the  other  for  wind.  That  for  rain  ufed  to  be  opened 
•when  India  was  aftjifted  with  a  fevcre  drought,  and  there  immediately  iffued  from  it  clouds 
that  foon  covered  it  with  rain  from  one  end  to  another;  and  when  the  rain  began  to  exceed 
the  vvants  of  the  country,  it  immediately  ce.ifed  enclofing  the  other  tun,  and  the  weather  grew 
ferene  and  temperate.  It\vasin  this  place,  too,  that  the  prices  ca^ie  for  the  facred  fire  made 
fife,  of  in  their  facrifices 

mountain 
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mountain  almoft  in  the  midll  of  a  plain, 
and  fun-ounded  with  a  rock,  as  likewife 
\viih  a  ftrongw.-.ll.  This  ph'.e  is  gene- 
rally covered  with  a  w,  y  /nick  fog,  which 
ferves  to  render  u's  inhabitants  vifible  or 
inviiihie,  as  they  think  proper :  but  it  is 
probable  they  were  not  averle  to  my  un- 
dertaking, finve  I  enfily  reached  their 
mountain,  where  I  faw  thofe  uncommon 
rarities,  the  well  of  fin,  the  bafon  of 
pardon,  the  tuns  fo  ferviceable  to  India, 
and  the  i'acred  fire,  which  they  boaft  to 
have  kindled  directly  by  the  rays  of  the 
fun. 

Ah.  my  lord  !  you  may  conceive  better 
than  I  can  exprefs,  what  reafon  I  had  to 
be  fatisfied  with  my  journey  to  this  place, 
when  the  fages  informed  me  that  I  fhould 
not  only  find  at  S°re"idib  the  bird  men- 
tioned in  the  Arabian  manufcript,  but 
likev.-ile  the  only  peribn  deftined  to  re- 
f»ore  you  your  fight. 

I  let  out  then  for  Serendib,  full  of  con- 
fidence in  the  promifes  of  the  Indian 
iiiges.  I  pafl'ed  through  a  great  many 
towns  without  meeting  with  any  acci- 
dent; but,  as  I  was  making  my  way 
through  a  pretty  thick  wood,  I  was 
flopped  by  eight  robbers^  who,  after  hav-, 
ing  tnken  from  me  my  horfe,  and  every 
thing  I  carried  with  me,  held  a  cor.ful- 
tation  about  cutting  my  throat.  Some 
of  them  were  for  doing  fo ;  but  the  reft, 
being  of  a  more  cruel  difpofinon,  were 
of  another  opinion.  Ons  of  thefe  laft, 
who  had  a  very  bad  horle,  took  mine 
inftead  of  it ;  and  ripping  open  the  belly 
of  his  own  with  a  fabi  e,  emptied  it,  and 
having  frripped  me  quite  mU.ed,  and 
bound  me  hand  and  foot,  ci.r.nmed  me 
into  it,  fattening  it  together  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  locked  ss  if  it  never  had 
bc-en  opened.  They  then  left  me  to  pe- 
rtf.i  by  a  kind  of  death  never  before 
thought  of. 

I  was  in  a  very  fhort  time  almoft  fuf- 
focated,  and,  no  doubt,  en  the  point  of 
breathing  my  laft,  when  my  lamentations 
readied  the  ears  of  fome  travellers  that 
happened  to  be  going  the  fame  road?" 
They  locked  out  for  me  u  long  tnr.e  with- 
out being  able  to  find  mt ;  b'.:t  one  of 
them  at  lait  dr;nvir,^  si.:.r  the  horft,  ima- 
gined that  thencifc  they  hca;d  p;  receded 
from  it's  btl!y ;  but  then  he  iwiim.!, 

,  a  great  fright.    His  fellow - 
tinvtllers,  however,  had  coir 
to  turn  the  horfe ;  and  having  ri_ 


open,  drew  me  out  of  it's  belly  with  the 
greater!  furprize  imaginable.  As  for  my 
part,  I  was  half  dead  ;  but  I  had  icirce 
breathed  the  fVe/h  air,  when  I  began  to 
fhew  figns  of  life,  and  in  a  little  time  I 
was  able  to  give  my  deliverers  nn  account 
of  niy  misfovtiiiic.  They  muddered  at 
the  thoughts  of  it.  I  then  warned  mylelf 
in  a  rivulet,  and  put  on  a  ragged  old 
coat  thai  one  of  them  gave  me.  As  they 
were  going  to  the  fame  place  I  was  bound 
tv,  they  permitted  me  to  travel  in  their 
company.  We  arrived  at  Gingy*;  and 
letting  up  a  caravanfera,  where  1  was 
extremely  furprized  to  meet  my  horfe 
a;u!  ir.y  robbers,  I  Ipt  my  friends  know 
the  fortunate  difcovery  I  had  made ; 
upon  which  feme  of  them  went  to  the 
governor  of  the  town,  who  immediately 
came  back  with  them,  and  feized  the 
wretches.  They  not  only  confefled  this 
laft  crime,  but  feveral  others ;  and  were 
the  next  day,  after  the  governor  had  re- 
turned me  every  thing  I  had  loft,  pu- 
nifhed  in  the  manner  their  cruelty  de- 
fen' ed. 

As  in  giving  my  deliverers  an  account 
of  my  adventures,  I  informed  them  of 
my  being  a  phyficinn,  and  that  I  was 
bound  for  Serendib,  to  ;;rocure  a  remedy 
for  your  mak-fty's  blindnefs,  they  cried 
up  my  capacity  to  the  governor  of  Gin- 
gy, and  I  found  an  opportunity  of  prac- 
tifmgit  in  a  very  odd,  but  diverting  man- 
ner, upon  one  of  his  fons.  But  I  do  not 
know,  my  lord,  if  I  can  relate  this  paf- 
Ihge  with  a  delicacy  becoming  your  ma- 
jefty's  prefence. 

Sarania  (this  was  the  governor's  name) 
exprefied  great  pleafure  at  feeing  me.  '  I 
am  tola,1  i;.id  he,  '  that  you  are  an 
able  and  experienced  phyficisn  ;  and  I 
cannot  doubt  it,  fince  the  King  of  Af- 
tracan  has  fent  you  to  look  for  the  re- 
medy he  wants  at  fo  great  a  dilb.nce. 
Afon  of  mine  has  been  afrli&cd  with  a 
fevere  hypoconclria  thefe  (light  days 
part,  and  not  one  of  our  phyficians  has 
bt.cn  able  to  cure  him  of"his  folly.  I 
murr  own,  indeed  that  it  is  quite  new 
and  fmgular.  He  has  taken  it  into 
his  head  that  he  fhall  one  d?.y  J:.y  un- 
der water  the  kingdom  of  Bilnagar. 
Nothing  can  free  him  from  this  odd 
conceit;  and  accordingly  he  retains  his 
in  ine  fo  obftinately,  that  lie  muft  fj>ee- 
dily  fall  a  victim  to  his  madnefs,  un- 
lefs  means  can  be  found  of  feftorijrg  him 


•  A  tov/n  in  th«  k:n*Aom  of  Bifnagar. 
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to  his  right  fenfes.' — '  That,'  (aid  I, 
my  lord,  is  a  very  difficult  talk;  the 
disorders  of  the  mind  arc  harder  to  be 
cured  than  thole  of  the  body:  never- 
thelefs,   I  can  allure  yon,  that  in  lefs 
than  four  hours  I  ihali  give  him  relief.' 
Saruina,  upon  this,  looked  upon  mewith 
admiration ;  he  ordered  me  to  be  con- 
dueled  immediately  to  his  palace,  where 
I  had  the  patient  put  into  a  warm  bath. 
When  I  found  the  young  man  of  the 
temperament  I  delired,  fo  that  nothing 
was  wanting  for  his  cxire  but  a  real  delire 
of  it   in   himlelf,  I  went  into  another 
room,  and  ordered  Sarama's  (laves  to  cry 
out — '  Fire  !  fire!'  with  all  their  might, 
and  with  rolin  and  brimlione  to  form 
the  appearance  of  a  conflagration  at  the 
door  and  windows  of  the  patient.    I  then 
returned  to  him  in  a  great  fright:  '  Ah, 
my  lord!'  laid  I,  '  all  our  hopes  now 
center  in  you  alone.  Behold  the  ravages 
which  an  irrefiitiblefire  makes  at  Gin- 
gy  !  Half  the  town  is  already  in  aflies : 
the  flames  begin  to  reach  the  palace; 
and  every  thing  is  loir,  if  you  do  not 
i'peedily  interpofe  your  affiftance.'  The 
patient,  upon  this,  got  out  of  the  bath 
in  great  cont'uiiou.     *  And  what,  then/ 
laid  he,  '  rmtft  i  do  to  extinguish  it?'— 
Ah,  my  lord!'  laid  I,  '  give  your  wa- 
ter a  free  paflage;  this  alone,  powerful 
as  the  cataracts  of  the  Nile,  can  ftop 
the  furious  conflagration.'—'  You  are 
in  the  right,'  replied  the  young  man, 
with  all  the  ierioufnefs  imaginable.     '  I 
did  not  in  the  leaft  think  of  it :  it  ne- 
ver entered  my  thoughts  that  an  inun- 
dation which  I  feared  might  prove  fo 
fatalto  my  country,  for  whofe  fake  I 
was  ready  to  facrifice  my  life,  fhould 
turn  out  fo  much  to  it's  advantage.' 
Upon  this  he  yielded  to  my  advice,  and 
delivered  his  urine,  that  had  beenib  long 
pent  up,  with  the  greateft  freedom.     I 
ordered  that  the  flames  mould  be   re- 
moved in  the  proportion  the  young  man 
might   have   reafon  to  think  he  extin- 
guifhed  them,  and  my  orders  were  punc- 
tually obeyed.  I  had  likewife  ported  peo- 
ple to  come  and  thank  the  patient  for  his 
ieaionable  interpolillon;  and  thus  ended 
this  diverting  comedy,  which  was  re- 
afted  as  often  as  the  governor's  fon  re- 
lapfed. 

Sarama,  my  lord,  thanked,  me  in  the 
molt  grateful  manner,  and  very  gene- 
roully  mvarded  my  fuccei's  in  relieving 


his  fon;  who  is  now,  as  I  have  heard 
lince  my  return,  radically  cured.  I  then 
let  out  for  Negnpr.tan*,-  where  I  thought 
to  take  (hipping  for  Serendib;  but  the 
nearer  I  approached  the  port,  as  I  may 
fay,  the  nearer  too  I  in  appearance  drew 
to  deit,ru6lion.  I  had  but  a  few  leagues 
to  make  to  reach  Negapatan,  when  I  met 
with  two  Indians  a-foot,  whom  I  took 
to  be  very  honeft  men.  We  travelled 
the  fame  road  together  for  fome  time, 
difcourfmg  on  indifferent  matters;  but 
as  I  was  on  horfcbnck,  and  the  town  at 
no  great  dillance,  I  thought  it  would  be 
unmannerly  not  to  make  the  reft  of  the 
journey  a-foot;  I  therefore  alighted, 'and 
was  now  walking  in  the  greateil  fecu- 
rity  with  theie  two  men,  when  one  of 
them,  throwing  a  rope  about  my  neck, 
drew  me,  with  the  help  of  the  other,  out 
of  the  high-road  to  the  (kirts  of  a  wood. 
Here  they  robbed  me;  and,  (tripping  me 
naked,  threw  me  into  a  ditch  that  was 
twelve  feet  deep.  After  this,  the  two 
wretches,  of  whom  I  had  not  entertained 
the  leaft  fufpicion,  tied  my  horfe  to  a 
tree ;  and  fitting  on  the  brink  of  the 
ditch,  began  to  joke  on  my  Simplicity, 
and  divide  their  plunder.  '  Oh,  gentle- 
men,' faid  I,  '  have  fome  companion, 
on  me;  and,  as  you  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  take  away  my  life,  do  not  leave 
me  a  defencelefs  prey  to  wild  beads. 
I  only  beleech  you  to  return  me  my 
bow  and  arrows,  to  keep  them  at  a 
diilance,  as  longas  life  remains.'  The 
robbers  did  not  think  they  ought  to  re- 
fufe  me  fo  (mail  a  requeft;  they  threw  me 
my  bow  and  arrows.  But  I  foon  paid 
them  for  their  folly;  for  before  they  could 
get  out  of  their  place,  I  pierced  each  of 
them  with  an  arrow  fo  fortunately,  that 
they  immediately  tumbled  down  dead, 
with  all  their  fpoil,  into  the  ditch.  Hav- 
ing taken  from  them  every  thing  that 
belonged  to  me,  I  placed  one  a-top  of 
the  other,  and  railed  myfelf,  by  this 
means,  enough  to  get  out  of  the  place 
where  I  was.  I  then  got  on  horfeback 
again,  and  got  to  Negapatan;  when,  af- 
ter a  few  days  ftay,  I  took  flm-pir.g  for 
Serendib,  and  at  laft  fortunately  arrived 
there. 

My  firft  care,  my  lord,  as  fcon  as  I 
landed  on  the  illand,  was  to  enquire 
where  I  could  find  the  bird  I  wanted.  I 
heard,  with  great  piealure,  that  it  was  in 
the  king's  gardens.  I  then  thought  of 
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nothing  elfe  but  difcovering  the  woman 
that  \\-as  likewife  rtquifite  on  the  occa- 
ficm;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  afiemhled  by 
proclamation  the  wives  of  all  the  blind 
men  in  the  iiland.  There  appeared  an 
infinite  number  of  them.  I  let  them 
know  my  bidmeis,  and  promifed  great 
itewards;  but  not  one  of  them  would 
venture  to  climb  the  dangerous  tree,  or 
flatter  herfeif  with  the  hopes  of  being 
able  to  re  (to  re  your  maiefty's  fight. 

I  was  prodigioufly  caft  down  at  this 
disappointment,  and  began  to  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  the  Indian  fages,  when  the 
king  of  toe  ifland  fent  one  of  his  vizirs 
lo  me.  My  adventures  had  made  too 
much  noife  in  the  ifland,  not  to  reach  his 
maielty'?  ea:  s.  He  was  curious  enough 
to  deiire  to  hear  them  from  my  own 
moutti ;  and  I  had  the  honour  of  relat- 
ing, my  lord,  all  your  hiftory,  from  it's 
beginning  to  my  departure  from  Aftra- 
can,  in  the  prefence  of  a  well-looking 
young  man,  and  a  lady  in  a  veil,  who 
leemcd  to  be  mightily  afFeiled  with  every 
thing  I  faid. 

This  monarch  exprefled  great  con- 
cern at  your  misfortunes;  but  he  could 
not  refrain  laughing  at  my  uneafmefsfor 
not  finding  a  woman  who  thought  her 
virtueand  conjugal  affection  pure  enough 
to  climb  the  tree  of  Serendib.  '  There  is 
a  tradition/  faid  he,  '  that  the  won- 
derful bird,  in  one  of  my  gardens,  is  a 
genius;  who  lias  lived  in  that  form 
there  two  hundred  years  part,  on  ac- 
count of  fome  offence  given  by  him  to 
one  of  the  fages  who  live  on  the  moun- 
tain of  the  facred  fire.  I  know,  like- 
wife,  that  he  is  to  continue  in  bondage 
till  a  woman  /hall  have  climbed  up  to 
the  lop  of  the  tree  where  he  refides  ; 
and,  after  gathering  Ibme  of  the  divine 
liquor  that  dittils  from  his  bill,  fhall 
get  down  again  without  experiencing 
the  fatal  effects  of  the  treei  but  then 
me  nr.ift  have  fo  many  and  fb  rare  qua- 
lifications, that  I  really  believe  that  the 
enchanter  mull  always  remain  a  bird, 
and  that  the  Kingof  Aftracan  will  ne- 
ver recover  his  fight  by  this  means.' 
The  lady  in  the  veilcxprefied  fome  re- 
entment  at  the  king's  raillery.  '  But 
what,  my  lord!' faid  fhc, '  is  itbecaufe 
fuch  a  woman  is  fcarcc,  you  think  it 
impoflible  to  find  her?' — '  If  you  will 
permit  me,  Madam,  to  fpeak  ingenu- 
oully,'  replied  the  king,  '  I  believe  A- 
bubeker  looks  for  what  he  will  never 
meet,  and  that  a  woman  of  fo  fingular 


'  a  character  can  only  be  confidered"  as 
.'  an  imaginary  being.' — '  Well  then, 
'  my  lord,1  faid  the  lady,  raifmg  herveil, 
'  I  am  rcibivid  to  convince  you  of  your 

*  miilake,  and  vindicate  the  honour  of 
1  my  (ex,  which  you  fo  much  defpiie.  I 
'  myielf  will  make  a  trial  of  the  dan- 
'  gc-rous  tree;  and  will  fhew  more  refo- 
'  lution  than  a  great  number  of  women, 
'  who  have,  as  well  as  myfelf,  the  con- 

*  ditions  requifite  to  climb  it,  and  only 
'  want  courage  to  attempt  it.'—'  You, 

*  Madam!1  cried  out  the  King  of  Se- 
rendib, in  great  condensation;  '  you  try 

*  the  dangerous  tree !     Do  yon  coniider 
'  well  what  you  fay  ?     And  though  I 
'  fhoul  t  permit  you  to  undertake  it,  you 
'  ought  to  reflecl  a  little  that  you  have 
'  not  all   the   neceffary  qualifications  j 

*  that  to  fucceed  you  muft  be  the  wife  of 

*  a  blind  man,  and  that  your  hvifband 
'  has  a  good  pair  of  eyes.' — *  Let  that 

*  not  make  your  maiefty  uneafy,'  replied 
the  lady,  with  great  coolnefs;  '  I  fhall 

*  in  due  time  clear  up  that  myftery  to  you; 
'  but  I  cannot,  confidently  with  my  du- 

*  ty,  defer  any  longer  the  fteps  necef- 
'  cefiary  for  the  King  of  Ailracan's  re- 
4  covery.' 

The  frighted  monarch,  my  lord,  in 
vain  oppoied  the  lady's  refblution;  me 
was  not  to  be  diverted  from  it:  and  all 
the  fatisfaclrion  he  could  obtain,  was  to 
make  her  defer  the  execution  of  her  de- 
fign  to  the  next  day.  I  lodged  this  night 
at  the  palace  by  the  king's  orders ;  and 
the  report  being  fpread  all  over  the  ifland, 
that  •$.  woman  was  found  bold  enough  to 
venture  on  the  dangerous  tree,  the  palace 
was  by  day-break  furrourided  by  an  in- 
finite number  of  people,  who  petitioned 
they  might  be  permitted  to  behold  fo 
ftrange  a  fight.  The  king  granted  their 
requeft,  ordered  the  gates  of  the  garden 
to  be  thrown  open  to  them,  and  then  con- 
ducted by  the  hand  the  lady,  who  had  no 
doubt  informed  his  majefty  who  me  was, 
to  the  foot  of  the  tree,  as  he  had  no  longer 
any  rcafon  to  be  in  pain  about  her  fare- 
ty.  She  then  threw  off  a  long  gown 
that  might  encumber  her;  and  climbing 
with  great  eafe  from  branch  to  branch, 
at  length  reached  the  top  of  the  tree,  ga- 
thered the  precious  liquor  that  diftiiled 
fruin  the  bird's  bill,  in  a-flagon  of  gold 
tied  to  her  girdle>  and  came  down  with 
the  fame  eafe  flic  went  up.  Upon  this 
the  air  refoundcd  with  a  thoufand  ac- 
clamations of  admiration  and  joy;  and 
the  1'urpiize  of  the  f]>c6tators  was  ftill 
incjreafed. 
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:ncreaied  on  feeing  the  bird,  who  had 
been  fo  long  confined,  foar  freely  into  the 
flues  jand  the  tree  wither  away  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  there  did  not  remain  a  fingle 
leaf  on  it. 

The  King  of  Serendib  thought  he 
could  never  furnciently  commend   and 
admire  a  lady  who  had   given  fo  ihin- 
ino-  an  example  of  virtue  and  conjugal 
affection.      '  How  happy  is   Schems* 
Eddin,'  raid  he,  '  to  poiicfs  fuch  a  wo- 
man!— Ah,  my  dear  Abubeker !  let 
him  know,  I  beg  of  you,  how  rejoiced 
I  am  at  his  good  fortune.     It  is  fo  ex- 
traordinary, that  I  cannot  fee  any  thing 
to  equal  it.' 

The  lady  in  the  Veil  liftened  to  thefe 
praifes  with  a  modefty  that  added  new 
charms  to  her  beauty.  What  mall  I 
fay  to  you^  my  lord?  (continued  the 
phyfician.)  After  having  ftaid  at  Se- 
rendib juft  as  long  as  it  was  neceflary  to 
prepare  for  our  return,  we  left  it,  loaded 
with  favours  by  the  wife  and  powerful 
monarch  who  reigns  there  with  fo  much 
juftice  and  moderation,  and  arrived  at 
Ormus  without  experiencing  any  of  thofe 
difallers  which  voyages  by  fea  of  fuch  a 
length  are  generally  attended  with.  We 
then  crofted  Perfia,  and  are  now  at  laft 
happily  arrived  at  Aftracan ;  where  I 
have  learned,  and  not  before,  from  the 
pnouth  of  the  incomparable  Zebd-EU 


caton,  that  Aben-azar,  whom  I  always 
confidered  as  her  hufband,  is  nothing 
lefsj  -and  have  the  happinefs  of  finding 
that,  at  the  fame  time  I  have  contribute! 
to  reftore  you  your  fight,  I  have  like- 
wife  that  of  bringing  you  back  an  ilhif- 
trious  confort,  that  you  had  fo  long  be- 
wailed as  loft  for  ever,  and  without  whom 
your  joy  would  have  been  imperfect. 
May  Heaven,  my  lord,  propitious  to  my 
vows,  grant  your  majefty,  and  this  in- 
comparable princefs,  a  long  feries  of 
happinefc,  uninterrupted  by  ficknefs  or 
old  age  !  And  may  the  ladies  of  Para- 
dife,  on  God's  afligning  one  day  their 
portions  in  your  love,  place  all  their  hap- 
ping in  being  beloved  by  you  as  much 
as  the  divine  Zebd-El-caton  has  now 
the  happinefs  of  being. 


The  wimes  of  Abubeker,  which  put 
an  end  to  his  hiftory,  were  fully  accom- 
pliilied.  Sthems  -  Sddin,  the  happy 
Schems-Eddin,  loaded  him,  Aben-azar, 
and  Ben-Eridoun,  with  favours';  and 
lived  in  the  mod  exemplary  union  with 
his  wife,  who  bore  him  many  children, 
worthy  heirs  of  their  royal  parents  vir- 
tues. And  this  illuftrious  pair  felt  for 
each  other,  in  their  old  days,  thofe  ten- 
der fentiments  which  one*vvouldana£in<} 
youth  alone  could  experience. 
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